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PREFACE. 

Tlu'  fitllowiuii'  rollcftioii  (if  !»  ttcrs  ciiiiic  into  the  ])()sscssi(»n  <»f  the 
editor  through  the  kiiuluess  of  Mrs.  Willinni  II.  Hiii^Icv  and  ^Ers.  E. 
E.  MotfitI,  two  of  Governor  Worth's  (hiuiihicrs.  'Jhey  i)roved  of  so 
much  value  in  the  i)re])aration  of  a  sketch  oi  Ileconstrnetion  in  North 
Carolina,  upon  which  the  editor  was  then  engaged,  thai  iliey  seemed 
well  woi'th  pulilieation.  The  Xoith  Cai'oliiui  Jiistorieal  Commission 
has  iiuide  this  possible  and  all  <d'  the  h  IIi  rs  calculated  to  cast  any  light 
upon  conditions  in  Xortli  Carolina  have  heen  include(l  in  this  collection. 

^^'ith  hut  few  exceptions  the  letters  written  bv  Governor  Worth  are 
from  his  private  tissue  letter-books.  Those  written  to  him  which  are 
here  included,  a  very  small  part  of  his  correspondence,  were  also  loaned 
by  the  niendjers  of  his  family.  All  are  now  in  the  i)ossession  of  the 
North  Carolina  Historical  Commission.  Many  very  valuable  letters  were 
destroyed  some  years  ago  when  his  residence  was  burned,  adding  another 
to  the  many  similar  losses  in  the  State.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that 
time  has  made  it  impossible  to  read  a  number  of  the  letters.  In  some 
cases,  also,  parts  of  letters  are  illegible;  such  passages  are  always 
indicated. 

Most  of  the  letters  are  self-explanatory  and  conseipiently  the  notes 
are  few.  The  l)iogra})hical  sketch  will  also  serve  to  explain  many  of 
them.  In  explanation  of  the  method  followed  in  editing  them,  it  is 
cnly  necessary  to  say  that  the  orthography,  capitalization,  and  punctu- 
ation of  the  Avriters  are  unchanged.  Wherever  the  address  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  letter  was  written  is  known,  it  is  placed  immediately 
below  the  letter.  Except  where  they  are  needed  to  make  clear  the  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  writer  and  the  person  addressed,  the  forms 
of  address  and  closing  are  omitted.  The  index  will  appear  in  the 
second  volume. 

The  editor  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  assistance  ren- 
dered him  by  the  members  of  Governor  Worth's  family,  Mr.  Josephus 


iv  Preface. 

Daniels,  aud  Mr.  R.  D.  W.  Conuor,  Secretary  of  the  J^orth  Carolina 
Historical  Commission.  He  also  wishes  to  return  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  M. 
Porter,  late  of  the  University  of  IsTorth  Carolina,  for  his  invaluable  ser- 
vices and  painstaking  care  in  copying  the  letters  and  in  deciphering 
many  that  had  defied  all  former  efforts  in  that  respect. 

Chapel  Hill,  N.  C, 

April  15th.  1909. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 

"eroiiatluin  Worth,  son  of  David  aud  Eunice  Worth,  was  born  in 
Chiilford  County,  jSTorth  Carolina,  ISth  Nov.,  1SU2.  lie  received  a 
fair  English  education  at  the  neighboring  old  field  schools,  being  much 
indebted  to  Wm.  Reynolds,  the  benefactor  of  his  neighborhood  as  a 
teacher,  for  correct  instruction  in  English  grammar  and  arithmetic. 
At  the  age  of  18  years  he  was  sent  to  the  Academy  at  Greensboro  for 
2  1-2  years,  and  distinguished  himself  for  diligence  and  proficiency  in 
his  studies.  His  father  being  unable  to  continue  him  longer  at  school, 
he  took  a  school  near  the  residence  of  Judge  Murphey,  in  Orange 
County,  and  commenced  the  reading  of  law  under  the  direction  of  this 
talented  and  eminent  lawyer.  On  the  20th  Oct.,  1824,  he  married 
Martitia  Daniel,  a  niece  of  Judge  Murphey,  and  in  Dec.  following  ob- 
tained a  license  to  practice  law,  and  afterwards  settled  at  Asheboro, 

:n.  c. 

"Owing  to  extreme  difrldcncc  and  the  total  absence  of  anything  like 
oratorical  flourish,  others,  not  more  learned,  took  the  lead  of  him  in 
])ractice.  !N'otwithstanding  his  great  need  of  professional  gains  his 
painful  diffidence  made  him  almost  prefer  to  lose  a  fee  rather  than  make 
9  speech.  After  lingering  at  the  bar  for  years,  with  few  clients,  he 
determined,  as  a  means  of  overcoming  his  repugnance  to  public  speaking, 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  hoping  the  canvass  might 
give  him  more  assurance.  He  was  elected  ahead  of  all  his  competitors, 
and  the  next  year  was  again  a  candidate  and  was  re-elected.  At  this 
last  session  he  offered  resolutions  denouncing  nullification  which,  after 
a  stormy  debate,  passed  the  House  by  a  large  majority. 

''In  the  beginning  of  1831  he  resolved  to  quit  polities  and  devote  him- 
self to  his  profession.  He  soon  went  into  a  lucrative  practice  and  paid 
off  all  his  debts,  and  steadily  accumulated  property  till  the  year  1840, 
when  he  was  almost  forced  again  to  become  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  State  Legislature  on  the  Harrison  ticket.  He  was  elected 
by  an  enormous  majority. 

'"'At  the  session  of  lS-10  the  leading  legislative  measure  was  the  putting 
in  operation  of  a  system  of  common  schools.     He  was  made  chairman 
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of  the  joint  committee  on  education,  and  as  such  drew  up  and  reported 
a  bill  which  passed  both  houses,  all  the  prominent  features  of  which 
remained  unchanged  until  the  sj'stem  of  common  schools  was  broken 
up  bj  the  late  war. 

"He  was  always  an  ardent  admirer  of  Henry  Clay.  In  1841  he 
opposed  the  Hon.  A.  Eencher  for  Congress,  and  w^as  beaten.  Both 
claimed  to  be  supporters  of  Mr.  Clay.  AYorth  charged  that  certain  acts 
of  his  opponent  indicated  a  meditated  defection  from  the  support  of 
Clay.  He  failed  to  convince  the  district,  which  was  almost  unanimous 
for  Clay,  that  his  suspicions  as  to  the  defection  of  his  opponent  were 
well  founded. 

"He  now  applied  himself  diligently  to  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
In  1815  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  counties  composing  his 
congressional  district  nominated  him  for  Congress.  He  accepted  the 
nomination,  entered  the  field  and  was  beaten  by  his  competitor.  Gen. 
Alfred  Dockery." 

In  these  words  Jonathan  Worth  described  a  part  of  his  life  when 
asked  to  do  so  by  his  friend,  John  H.  Wheeler.  He  never  finished  it. 
The  fragment  is  interesting  as  his  own  words,  but,  apart  from  the  fact 
that  only  a  portion  of  his  life  is  covered,  it  is  inadequate  as  a  description 
of  a  well-rounded  life  as  full  of  success  and  honor  as  that  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

The  Worths  came  to  jSTorth  Carolina  from  Xantucket.  They  were 
nearly  all  Quakers.  The  family  was  characterized  by  the  qualities  of 
industry,  thrift,  devotion  to  principle  and  the  fear  of  God.  Conse- 
quently they  were  successful,  not  only  in  a  material  way,  but  also  in 
obtaining  the  confidence,  respect  and  admiration,  if  not  the  liking,  of 
all  those  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  They  were  men  of  too  firm 
a  mould,  were  too  given  to  forming  their  own  opinions  and  then  living 
up  to  them,  instead  of  accepting  them  ready  made,  to  be  liked  by  all. 
Like  all  strong  men  they  had  enemies,  but  none  who  could  say  anything 
1o  their  discredit.  It  was  of  this  stock  that  Jonathan  Worth  was 
sprung,  and  of  which  he  was  a  fair  and  representative  type. 

His  father.  Dr.  David  Worth,  was  a  physician  of  reputation  in  his 
section.  His  mother  was  Eunice  Gardner,  of  Guilford  county.  He 
was  the  eldest  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  old  age. 

As  a  student  at  Caldwell  Institute  in  Greensboro,  at  that  time  one  of 
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lliL'  best  schools  in  tlie  Stntc,  lie  lifciiiiic  a  jM-oHcit'iit  Latin  stiidi'iit  ami 
ivad  the  langnage  with  case  all  of  jiis  liic.  As  lias  hceu  seen,  he  eou- 
tinuod  his  studies  iiiidi'i-  dudiic  Miir[ihv,  whu  iIkii  lived  at  "The  Her- 
mitage"' and  condiu'tcd  a  sniall  jtrivatc  law  sclmol.  Association  with 
this  seholai'lv  man  was  td"  gi'cat  licuttil  to  him,  ami  as  a  teacher  he 
uceivcd,  besides  the  tinaiicial  benetit,  that  training  which  has  always 
been  thought  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  a  student  <»t"  biw.  While  here 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  an  accurate  and  clear  knowledge  of  the  law. 
And  here  also  hv  nut  his  future  wife,  the  niece  and  ward  of  dudge 
Afurpluy. 

I'assing  over  the  next  few  years  with  its  bitter  experiences,  it  is  seen 
that  his  candidacy  for  the  House  of  Commons  had  given  him  the  needed 
contidence  in  his  own  powers,  and  had  also  taught  the  people  that  he 
was  a  man  of  character  and  attainment  beyond  the  ordinary.  He  never 
became  an  eloquent  speaker,  if  oratory  be  the  test,  but  he  was  clear  and 
direct  and  spoke  with  a  good  deal  of  force,  and  consequently  was  con- 
vincing. Besides  the  part  he  played  in  the  anti-nullification  debate  he 
was  unusually  prominent  for  a  member  at  his  lirst  session.  With  nine 
others  he  voted  against  a  series  of  resolutions  endorsing  President  Jack- 
son's administration.  This  excited  a  great  deal  of  feeling  and  they 
were  abused  almost  as  traitors. 

With  success  in  his  profession  came  a  great  increase  in  iniinence,  at 
first  in  Randolph  county,  but  gradually  exten<ling  over  the  State. 
Xever  a  profound  or  brilliant  lawyer,  he  was  exact,  painstaking  and 
unut-ually  practical.  A  more  methodical  person  it  would  be  hard  to 
imagine.  Every  detail  of  a  matter  entrusted  to  him  received  the  closest 
]>ersonal  attention.  His  office  practice  became  very  large  and  he  had  a 
large  number  of  clients  outside  of  the  State.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  very 
successful.  In  addition  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  was  inter- 
ested in  many  business  enterprises.  He  was  prominent  in  the  move- 
ment to  open  a  railroad  to  the  Chatham  coal  fields,  and  was  a  large 
shareholder  in  a  plank  road  from  Fayetteville  to  Salem.  The  latter, 
however,  was  a  failure.  He  also  had  a  large  turpentine  tract  in  Moore 
county.  His  plantations  were  well  managed  and  hi?  slaves  devotedly 
attached  to  him.  Their  welfare  was  always  in  his  mind,  and  though  a 
firm  master  he  was  a  very  kind  and  considerate  one. 

His  ability  was  so  well  recognized  that  his  friends  and  relations  con- 
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stantly  sought  bis  advice  and,  an  imusual  thing,  followed  it.  Apart 
from  business  his  correspondence  was  immense. 

In  his  family  he  appeared  at  bis  best.  He  was  a  devoted  husband, 
and  no  father  could  have  been  more  tender  to  his  children  or  more 
watchful  of  their  best  interests.  He  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom, 
including  one  son,  survived  him. 

His  mother  was  a  Quaker  but  he  himself  never  became  a  member  of 
any  religious  denomination.  His  wife  was  a  Presbyterian  and  her 
children  were  reared  in  the  same  faith.  But  he  was  by  no  means  an 
irreligious  man,  and  personally  was  very  devout. 

In  ajDpearance  he  was  a  small,  slight  man  with  keen  eyes  and  an 
alert  expression.  The  Charleston  Chronicle  in  1867  described  him  as 
"a  quiet  little  old  gentleman,  sharp  as  a  brier  and  with  a  well  of  wisdom 
at  the  root  of  every  grey  hair."  Quiet  he  was,  but  with  decided  opinions 
which  he  did  not  hesitate  to  express,  often  with  temper.  He  was  just, 
and  yet  this  same  temper  occasionally  caused  him  to  be  a  little  harsh 
in  his  judgment  of  men,  particularly  of  political  opponents.  A  devoted 
Whig,  the  Democracy  signified  to  him  all  that  was  dangerous  and  cor- 
rupt. He  believed  its  doctrines  subversive  of  the  Constitution  and  of 
all  good  government,  and  for  most  of  his  life  fought  it  with  all  his 
power. 

His  life  bears  the  strongest  testimony  to  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
ambition,  perseverance  and  devotion  to  principle.  This  last  was  the 
keynote  of  his  life — public  and  private ;  and  this  fact  was  generally 
recognized  in  ISTorth  Carolina.  He  was  not  a  genius,  but  simply  a  fine 
type  of  an  able  and  honest  gentleman,  who  thought  a  good  name  rather 
to  be  chosen  than  great  riches,  and  who  used  the  talents  given  him  to 
their  fullest  extent.  After  all  this  is  the  best  kind  of  genius  for  a 
public  man. 

But  it  is  not  from  his  private  nor  yet  his  professional  life  that  he 
deserves  grateful  rcnicmbrance  from  the  State,  fine  as  they  were  and 
deserving  of  record.  It  is  as  a  public  ofiicer.  As  has  been  noted  he 
was  enthusiastic  in  politics.  He  soon  became  influential  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Whig  party  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  campaigns.  His 
early  legislative  service  has  been  noticed.  One  other  fact  deserves  fur- 
ther remark.  As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education,  against 
bitter  opposition,  he  secured  the  adoption  of  the  federal  population  as 
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till'  basis  I'nr  the  piiblir  scIumiIs.  'J  liis  grt'iitly  iiicrcasod  the  iminlicr 
and  ethciency  of  the  schools.  Jle  was  an  raruest  advocate  of  public 
education,  having  ideas  on  the  subjecl  far  in  advance  of  most  of  the 
public  men  of  the  time  in  A'orth  Carolina.  J*ossibly  this  was  in  [)art 
due  to  th<'  iiilluence  of  dtulge  Murpliv.  At  the  same  session  he  was 
elected  a  tru.^tee  of  the  I'nivcrsity.  This  position  In-  held  for  twenty- 
eight  years. 

For  many  years  he  was  Clerk  and  Master  in  I^tpiity  iov  Randolph 
county,  resigning  in  18r)8  to  a<'ecj)t  a  nomination  to  llic  State  Senate, 
lie  was  elected  and  as  a  member  did  what  he  considered  the  most 
important  i)ul)lic  act  of  his  life.  During  the  years  of  Democratic  rule 
the  North  Carolina  liailroad  had  been  entirely  under  tlu'  control  of 
that  party,  and  there  was  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  the  State  at 
its  managenunt.  Mr.  ^Vorth  now  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  investigate  its  affairs.  This  was  done,  and  he  was  made  chairnnin. 
The  investigation  caused  intense  excitement  and  much  ill  feeling.  Mr. 
Fisher,  the  i)residint  of  the  road,  formerly  a  close  friend  and  ardent 
admirer  of  Mr.  Worth,  wished  to  challenge  him,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  advice  of  his  friends  who  knew  that  Mr.  Worth  was  opposed  to  duel- 
ing and  would  not  be  moved  in  his  convictions  by  public  sentiment. 
The  investigation,  if  it  accomplished  nothing  else,  had  the  effect  of 
causing  a  more  careful  management  of  the  corporate  interests  of  the 
State. 

^Ir.  Worth  was  intensely  devoted  to  the  union  and  saw  with  alarm 
the  progress  of  disunion  sentiment  in.  the  State  and  in  the  South.  But 
he,  like  those  of  similar  opinions,  was  powerless  to  avert  the  impending 
crisis  and  the  consequent  struggle.  In  1860  he  was  again  a  candidate 
for  the  Senate  and  at  the  same  time  supported  Bell  and  Everett.  Elected, 
when  the  General  Assembly  met,  he  Avas  one  of  the  most  determined 
opponents  of  the  secession  majority.  Deeply  he  regretted  his  member- 
ship, but  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  resign  in  the  midst  of  the  crisis ; 
and  so  he  remained  in  his  place  fighting  for  a  vain  hope.  He  opposed 
a  convention,  canvassed  Randolph  against  it,  and  was  sustained  by  a 
large  anti-convention  majority.  When  the  extra  session  was  held  in 
May,  1861,  after  the  fall  of  Sumter,  he  still  voted  against  a  convention, 
and  when  it  was  called  declined  to  be  a  candidate  in  spite  of  the  wishes 
of  his  friends.     But  reflection  convinced  him  that  war  must  come,  and 
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there  was  no  doubt  in  bis  mind  of  tbe  side  be  preferred  and  would 
choose.  iVccordingiy  he  at  once  began  to  urge  the  men  of  Randolph  to 
volunteer  and  assist  tbe  South  in  presenting  an  unbroken  front  to  the 
enemy.  Indeed  he  thought  this  was  tbe  only' way  that  a  long  war  could 
be  avoided. 

Xever  in  favor  of  the  war. or,  in  fact,  of  any  war,  he  always  bated 
it  and  1  jnacd  for  peace.  Ojiijosed  to  the  Confederate  administration,  be 
was  a  loyal  citizen  and  acted  as  such  throughout  tbe  entire  war,  declin- 
ing to  take  any  j^art  in  the  peace  movement  in  1SG3  and  again  in  1864. 
In  1862  he  was  again  sent  to  the  Commons,  but  soon  afterwards  Avas 
elected  Public  Treasurer,  and  accepted.  In  the  latter  position  he  served 
with  abilit}'  and  fidelity  until  the  close  of  the  war  and,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  of  tbe  position,  won  golden  opinions  for  bis  skill  and  judicious 
management  of  his  office.  Just  before  Raleigh  was  occupied  by  the 
enemy  he  was  placed  by  Governor  Vance  in  charge  of  the  State  archives 
which  he  carried  westward,  first  to  Company  Shops,  and  later  to  Greens- 
boro. He  later  brought  them  back  after  General  Scbofield  took  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  ^sTorth  Carolina. 

Soon  after  W.  W.  Holden  was  appointed  provisional  governor  of  the 
State  he  requesteel  Mr.  Worth  to  become  provisional  treasurer  and 
financial  agent  of  the  State.  Tbe  latter  position  was  a  very  important 
one  for,  while  tbe  ordinary  eluties  of  treasurer  w^ere  stoppeel  by  the  ab- 
sence of  funds,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  property  belonging  to  the  State 
which  could  be  collected.  Much  bad  been  lost  from  being  seized  Iw  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  Treasury  or  stolen  by  individuals.  But  ]\[r. 
AVorth  saw  Secretary  Seward  and  Secretary  McCullocb,  and  tbe  latter 
authorized  him  to  collect  for  the  State  the  "ungathered  debris,"  and 
ordered  his  agents  not  to  be  too  inquisitorial  in  their  search  for  State 
property.  Mr.  Worth  was  so  successful  in  bis  efforts  that  tbe  sum  of 
$150,000  was  realized  from  what  he  collected. 

Tbe  administration  of  Governor  Ileilden  not  meeting  with  approval 
generally,  many  influential  men  lookeel  about  for  a  candidate  to  op])ose 
him.  Through  the  influence  of  Josiah  Turner  and  William  A.  Gra- 
ham, both  of  whom  had  been  instrumental  in  securing  his  election  as 
treasurer  in  1865,  Mr.  Worth  was  elecided  to  be  tbe  most  suitable  ]K'rson 
to  make  the  canvass.  In  every  way  be  was  a  fit  cboic(\  From  his 
record  be  should  have  been  more  acceptable  to  the  ^STorth  than  bis  oppo- 
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lu'iit,  and  in  ilic  Slate,  as  ihc  rcsiili  slidwcd,  ilic  people  <;rc'at ly  prct'crrtMl 
liini.  Mr.  W'tuih  was  vt  ry  dniilit  t  ill  of  ilic  wisdiiin  id"  accfpiiii^  the 
nominal  ion.  Many  of  his  tri«  iids  were  oi)|)oscd  to  his  hcconiiii^'  a  can- 
(lidatf,  bc'licviiii;'  that  he  coidd  not  he  cU'ctcd  and  tliinking  it  had  policy 
lo  op]H)so  y\i'.  lloldcn.  ()thi'rs  were  un(h'r  such  ohli<»ations  to  the  hitter 
that  they  eoiild  not  oj)pose  him.  Jint  careful  consideration  of  tlie 
matter  convincid  him  that  it  would  he  wise  to  acce])t,  and  he  accord- 
ingly did  so,  resigning-  at  the  same  tinu-  the  position  of  provisi(»nal 
treasurer. 

'I'he  Sfnnddid  at  oneo  l)egan  the  most  bitter  canqjaign  against  him, 
accusing  him  of  being  the  tool  of  the  "secession  ])arty"  and  an  original 
secessionist  himself.  The  fact  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  repudiation 
(.>f  the  war  debt  at  the  tii'st  session  of  the  conv(Mition  was  an  ailditional 
ground  of  attack.  Kvery  ])ossible  means  to  excite  |)rejmlice  against 
him  was  adopted,  but  without  success,  and  he  was  elected  with  a  ma- 
jority of  about  six  thousand  votes.  The  ])rovisional  government  did 
not  terminate  at  once,  but  finally,  the  last  week  in  December,  1865, 
despite  the  efforts  of  ^fr.  Holden  to  induce  the  President  to  continue  it, 
it  ceased,  and  Governor  Worth,  who  had  already  taken  the  oath  of  office 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly,  assumed  the  duties  of 
governor.  The  President  was  at  first  greatly  disappointe^d  at  the  result 
of  the  election,  accepting  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Holden  and  the  Standard 
that  it  was  a  Confederate  victory  as  the  correct  one.  But  later  he 
learned  the  real  condition  of  affairs  and  recognized  that  Governor  Worth 
was  truly  desirous  of  a  restoration  of  the  union  along  the  lines  laid 
downi  in  the  proclamation  of  May  29tli. 

The  position  in  which  Governor  Worth  now  founel  himself  was  one 
full  of  difficulty  anel  requiring  the  gi-eatest  tact  and  care.  Unfriendly 
facticms  had  to  be  reconciled,  the  political  moves  of  a  faction,  bitterly 
hostile  to  him  and  to  every  one  opposed  to  them,  hael  to  be  watched,  a 
suspicious  administration  reassured  and  the  hostile  Xorth  kept  satisfied. 
All  of  these  but  the  last  he  accomplished.  That,  however,  was  beyond 
the  power  of  a  Southern  man  if  mindful  of  the  people  he  represented, 
and  Governor  Worth  was  representative  now  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
and  was  so  recognized.  In  1860  no  one  would  accept  a  nomination 
against  him  and,  although  his  opponents,  at  the  aUvice  of  Mr.  Holden, 
voteel  for  .Vlfred  Dockery,  Governor  Worth  was  elected  by  a  very  large 
majority. 
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Lack  of  si3ace  will  not  permit  an  extended  acconnt  of  bis  mnltitudi- 
nons  duties  as  Governor.  One  of  the  things  over  which  he  earnestly 
labored  was  to  defend  the  civil  authority  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  military  power.  He  also  may  be  given  credit,  in  large  part,  for 
the  securing  of  the  admission  of  uegTO  testimony,  in  spite  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  those  Avho  were  soon  after  to  favor  unqualified  negro  suffrage 
and  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  Rej^ublican  party  in  the  State.  Every- 
thing that  he  could  do,  in  honor,  to  secure  the  restoration  of  I^orth 
Carolina  to  her  normal  relations  to  the  union  was  done.  Meanwhile 
certain  politicians,  whose  only  consistency  had  been  in  the  frequency 
of  their  change  of  opinions  when  self-interest  dictated  it,  slandered  him 
and  covered  him  with  abuse.  But  he  was  not  the  man  to  be  influenced 
by  this  and  pursued  his  own  course  regardless  of  their  opposition. 

When  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed  in  1867  he  at  first  favored 
an  attempt  to  bring  them  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  a  decision  as  to  their  constitutionality.  But,  acting  on  the  advice 
of  Judge  Thomas  Ruifin,  he  consulted  former  Justice  Curtis,  then  a 
lawyer  in  Massachusetts,  who  agreed  wdth  Judge  Ruffin  that  any  effort 
of  the  kind  would  be  futile.  Consequently  he  declined  to  join  with  the 
other  Southern  governors  who  were  preparing  to  make  the  attempt. 

When  General  Sickles  assumed  command  of  the  Second  Military  Dis- 
trict he  reposed  the  greatest  confidence  in  Governor  Worth's  judgTaent 
and  frequently  consulted  him,  even  having  him  come  to  Charleston  as 
his  guest  for  the  purpose.  He  was  consulted  by  General  Sickles  in  re- 
gard to  every  appointment  for  IsTorth  Carolina,  and  his  advice  was 
usually  accepted.  But  there  was  much  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  con- 
gressional policy  that  he  could  not  approve,  and  he  often  expressed 
himself  fully  to  General  Sickles  and  to  the  President.  As  for  the  plan 
of  reconstruction  adopted  it  is  needless  to  say  that  he  was  strongly 
opposed  to  it. 

When  General  Canby  took  command  there  was  a  different  condition 
of  affairs,  for  he  was  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  State, 
and  equally  regardless  of  their  laws.  But  Governor  Worth,  in  one 
instance  at  least,  did  the  State  a  service  with  him.  By  his  vigorous  pro- 
tests he  prevented  the  appointment  of  A.  W.  Tourgee  as  Superior  Court 
Judge,  and  secured 'that  of  Colonel  Clinton  A.  Cilley,  who  made  an 
excellent  officer. 
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'riir(iiii;li  all  llic  Iiii'iiinil  <['  ihc  iiiilitai'V  gowriiiuciit  ( iovcnmr  Wm-tli 
bore  liinisclf  witli  ilic  digniiy  ln'titting  his  high  office  Jiiul  uorthv  (jf  his 
own  cliaraoter.  lie  clecliiieil  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candi- 
date against  ATr.  llokkn  in  IbOS,  not  desiring  the  position  and  realiz- 
ing the  hoi)('l(ssnrss  of  the  contest.  But  he  urged  the  people  to  register 
and  vote  and  tlo  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  contt  mplatcd  nsnrpa- 
tion. 

Finallv  the  end  eanie.  "To  facililalc  llic  process  of  re  sloi'at  ion"  a 
military  order  was  issncd,  r(nio\'ing  him  from  oflicc  and  a|)poiiiting  Mr. 
Holden,  the  govenior-elect  under  the  new  constitution,  to  succeed  him. 
With  a  dignified  protest  against  the  eon?titutionality  of  the  act,  Gov- 
ernor Worth  retired  from  office  and  returned  to  private  life. 

The  severe  labors  of  his  position  had  told  u])on  him  greatly  and  he 
was  far  from  well.  Entire  recovery  never  came  again.  Plad  he  been 
a  younger  man  and  lived  there  would,  doubtless,  have  been  for  him  in 
later  years  more  honors  at  the  hands  of  a  grateful  State.  But  his  work 
was  done  and  he  died  at  "Sharon,"  his  Raleigh  home,  on  September  5^ 
1800,  and  was  buried  in  Oak  wood  Cemetery  in  that  city. 

J.  G.  DE  RouLiiAc  Hamilton. 
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Salisbury 


Asheboro  fiily 

Aslioboro  I  lily 

Asheboro  Svpt. 

Asheboro  Oct. 

Asheboro  J)ec. 

Asheboro  July 

Asheboro  Dec. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  ilar. 

Asheboro  Jlay 

Asheboro  June 

Asheboro  July 

Asheboro  Aug. 

Asheboro  Aug. 

Asheboro  Aug. 

Asheboro  Sept. 

Asheboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  ^lar. 

Asheboro  Apr. 

Asheboro  Apr. 

Asheboro  Apr. 

Afrheboro  Apr. 

Asheboro  Apr. 

Asheboro  July 

Asheboro  Oct. 

Asheboro  Xov. 

Asheboro  Xov. 

Asheboro  Xov. 

Asheboro  Xov. 

Asheboro  Xov. 

Asheboro  Xov. 

Asheboro  Xov. 


n.VTE.  WHITTEN    TO 

Apr.    28,  1841 Fn-oincn  of  Tciitli  Congressional    Di.s- 

trict. 
8,  1854 lohn  lying. 

8,  lSr)4 Isaac  Holt. 

21,  IS.).-, Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

10,  1855 Tlionias  Bragg. 

1,  1855 B.  Douglass  &  Co. 

12,1856 

27,  185G George    McXeill. 

8.1858 Calvin  H.   Wiley. 

9,  1858 John  A.  Gilmer. 

26,  1858 John  A.  Gilmer. 

10,  1858 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

5,  1858 John  M.   Dick. 

7,  1858 Bartholomew  F.  Moore. 

28,  1858 Romulus  M.  Saunders. 

28,  1858 Thomas   Ruffin,   Jr. 

30,  1858 W.   L.   Springs. 

22,  1859 John  W.  Syme. 

2,  1859 John  W.  Syme. 

2,  1859 Long  &  Sherwood. 

3,  1859 Jo.  Holt. 

3,  1859 Peter  D.  Swain. 

3,  1859 Samuel   L.   Holt. 

19,  1859 Henry  T.  Clark. 

20,  1859 John  A.   Gilmer. 

21,  1859 William  W.  Holden. 

22,  1859 Long  &  Sherwood. 

9,  1859 John  Tapscott. 

10,  1859 George  C.   Mendenhall. 

11,  1859 George  W.  Little. 

15,  1859 William  W.   Fries. 

18,  1859 Isaac  H.  Foust. 

20,  1859 David  F.    Caldwell. 

26,  1859 Cyrus  P.  Mendenhall. 

1,  1859 James  A.  Long. 

4,1859 C.  B.  Mallett. 

4,  1859 Tod  R.   Caldwell. 

4,  1859 George  Little. 

5,  1859 J.  G.  Ralston. 

5,  1859 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 

26,  1859 George  Little. 
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Asheboro  Dec. 

Aslieboio  Dec. 

A  sheboro  Dec. 

Asheboro  Jan. 

A  slieboro  Jan. 

A  sheboro  Jan. 

A  sJieboro  Feb. 

Aslieboro  Feb. 

Asheboro I'cb. 

u)  sheboro  Feb. 

Aslieboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  Feb. 

Asheboro  ISIar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Mar. 

Asheboro  Apr. 

/:  sheboro  May 

Aslieboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Aslieboro  June 

Asheboro  June 

Asheboro  June 

Asheboro  June 

Asheboro  June 

Asheboro  June 

Raleigh   Nov. 

Raleigh    ,.  .  . 

Raleigh    Dec. 

Feb. 

A  sheboro  Mar. 

A  sheboro  Mar. 

Raleigh   May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 

Asheboro  May 
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1859 Long  &  Sherwood. 

1859 Greensboro  Patriot. 

1859 James  G.  Ramsey. 

1860 David  Oiitlaw. 

1860 Charles  F.  Fisher. 

1860 James  G.  Ramsey. 

1860 H.  E.  Colton. 

1860 James  G.  Ramsey. 

1860 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 

1860 Victor   C.  Barringer. 

1860 Hannis,   Smith  k  Townsend. 

1860 His  brother. 

1860 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 

1860 Chesley  F.  Faucette. 

1860 Dr.  E.  F.  Watson. 

1860 George  Little. 

1860 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 

1860 William  J.  Long. 

1860 J.  S.  Scott. 

1860 George  McNeill. 

1860 C.  W.  Bainum. 

1860 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1860 C.  W.  Bainum. 

1860 Chesley  F.  Faucette. 

1860 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1860 James  G.  Ramsey. 

1860 Luke  Blaekmer. 

1860 Giles  Mebane. 

1860 Chesley  F.  Faucette. 

1860 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1860 Chesley  F.  Faucette. 

1860 Giles   Mebane. 

1860 J.  J.  Jackson. 


1860 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1861 His   constituents. 

1861 His  brother. 

1861 James  McNeill. 

1861 The  people  of  Randolph  County. 

1861 H.  L.  My  rover. 

18()1 Cyrus  P.  Mendenhall. 

1861 .  T.  C.  and   B.  G.  Worth. 

1861 . Springs,  Oak  &  Co. 

1861 David  G.  Worth. 

1861 ....C.  W.  Woollen. 

1861 Gaius  Winningham. 

1861 John   B.   Trov. 
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I'LACK. 

.A.s1u'Im)1o  May    22 

Asheboro  -May    28 

Aisheboio  Mny    30 

Asheboro  June     3 

Asliebtiro  .lime      5 

At:hoboro  July    13 

Aslii'boio  July    31 

Asheboro  Aug.      1 

Asheboi-j  Sept.   30 

Aslu'boro  cut.     12 

Asheboro  l>ee.   7 

Asheboro  Dik?.   9 

Asheboro  Dec.  10 

Asheboro  Dec.  30, 

Asheboro  Jan.   1 

Asheboro  -Mar.   8 

Asheboro  Apr.   3 

Asheboro  A  pr.   4 

Asliebcro  Vpr.   5 

Asheboro  -Apr.  26 

Asheboro  May   1 

A^heboro  May  15 

A>!heboro  May  19 

Asheboro  May  23 

Asheboro  June  27 

Asheboro  July   4 

Asheboro  July  13 

Asheboro  July  13 

Asheboro  July  19 

Asheboro  July  19 

Asheboro  July  19 

Asheboro hily  19 

Asheboro  luly  19 

Asheboro  July  20 

Asheboro  July  21 

Asheboro  July  25 

Asheboro  .Tuly  25 

Asheboro  July  27 

Asheboro  July  27 

Asheboro  Sept.  16 

Asheboro  Sept.  17 

Asheboro  Sept.  28 

Asheboro  Nov.   1 

Asheboro  Xov.  10 

Asheboro  Xov.  11 

Asheboro  Xov.  12 
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1861 rolinsoii  &  Farnsworth. 

1861 Joseph  Utley. 

1861 H.  R  KUiott. 

1861 Alfred  G.  Foster  &  F.  J.  Land. 

18(il Robert  Gray. 

1861 David  G.  Worth. 

1861 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1861 K.  J.    Hale  &  Sons. 

1861 J{ar/.illai  G.  Worth. 

1861 William  K.  Lane. 

1861 II.    B.   Elliott. 

1861 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1861 Lee  M.  Andrews. 

1861 John  M.  Worth. 

1862 Lee  M.  Andrews. 

1862 Xicholas   Williams. 

1862 1).  G.  and  B.  G.  Worth. 

1862 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

1862 Ebenezer  Emmons. 

1862 T.  C.  and  B.  G.  Worth. 

1862 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1862 William  J.  Long. 

1862 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1862 Gaius  Winningham. 

1862 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1862 T.  C.  and  B.  G.  Worth. 

1862 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1862 James  M.  Worth. 

1862 0.  W.  Carr. 

1862 Alex.   McAllister. 

1862 Jesse  K.   Kise. 

1802 C.  L.  Russell. 

1862 L.    Odell. 

1862 E.  H.  Winningham. 

1862 Lieutenant   Kearney. 

1862 L.  D.  Andrews. 

1862 Paul  Arnold,  Sr. 

1862 James  Xewlin. 

1862 Commanding  Officer,  Company  I,  22d 

X.  C.  Regt. 

1862 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1802 Isaac  H.   Foust. 

1802 William  A.  Graham. 

1862 David  G.  Worth. 

1862 B.  F.  Blair. 

1862 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1862 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 
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PLACE. 

Raleigh  Jan. 

Ealeigh  Apr. 

Raleigh  Apr. 

Raleigh  Apr. 

Raleigh  Apr. 

Fragment  with  no  date. 

Raleigh  May 

Ealeigh  May 

Raleigh  May 

Raleigh  Mcxy 

Ealeigh  May 

Raleigh  June 

Raleigh  July 

Raleigh  July 

Raleigh  July 

Raleigh  July 

Ealeigh  July 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Aug. 

Ealeigh  Sept. 

Raieigh  Sept. 

Raleigh  Sept. 

Raleigh  Sopt. 

Raleigh  Sept. 

Raleigh  Sept. 

Ealeigh  Nov. 

Raleigh  Dec. 

Raleigh  Dee. 

Raleigh  Dec. 

Ealeigh  Dec. 

Ealeigh  '.  .  Jan. 

Ealeigh  Jan. 

Raleigh  Jan. 

Raleigh  Jan. 

Raleigh  Jan. 

Raleigh  Feb. 

Raleigh  Feb. 


DATE. 

5,1863. 

3 

3 


WRITTEN   TO 


13 
30. 
30 

30 

18 

6 
13 
23 
25 
26 

1 

1 

3 

3 

5 

6 

9 
11 
13 
24 
24 
27 
10 

10; 

13 

13 

16 

24 

3 

8 

24 

25 

26 

5 

19 
20 

22: 

30 


J.  J.  Jackson. 


1863 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1863 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1863 zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1863 Nicholas   Williams. 

1863 H.  W.  Guion. 

1863 John  M.  Worth. 

1863 J.   J.   Jackson. 

1863 John  M.  Worth. 

1863 E.  -Burke  Haywood. 

1863 Thomas  Webb. 

1863 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 

1863 Josiah  Turner,  Jr.  . 

1863 Jesse  G.  Henshaw. 

1863 John  M.  Worth. 

1863 David  G.  Worth. 

1863 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1863 Alfred  Brown. 

1863 His  daughter. 

1863 Mrs.  David  G.  Worth. 

1863 Daniel  G.  Fowle. 

1863 Noah  Rush. 

1863 John  M.  Worth. 

1863 Jesse  G.  Henshaw. 

1863 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1863 Jesse   G.   Henshaw. 

1863 D.  B.  Beckerdite. 

1863 

1863 Archibald  McLean. 

1863 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

1863 Worth  &  Daniel. 

1863 Floyd  Julian. 

1863 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1863 

1863 Thomas  J.  Wilson. 

1863 David  G.  Worth. 

1863 William  J.   Long. 

1863 William  J.  Yates. 

1863 A.  M.  Tomlinson  &  Sons. 

1864 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1864 Joshua  Boner. 

1864 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1864 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1864 Darius  H.  Starbuck. 

1864 A.  L.  Lamb. 

1864 Darius  H.  Starbuck.   . 
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I'l.ACE. 

Kiileigli   I'Vl).  <i. 

Knleigh   l-Vb.  8, 

Raleigh   I'Vb.  8, 

Raleigh    l-Vh.  9, 

K.ileigh   IV'b.  10, 

Raleigh   Feb.  11, 

Raleigh   Feb.  11, 

Raleigh   Fob.  lU, 

Raleigh    Feb.  18, 

Raleigh   Mar.  2, 

Raleigh    Mar.  5, 

Raleigh    Mar.  28, 

Raleigh   Apr.  21, 

Raleigh   Apr.  22, 

Raleigh   Apr.  23, 

Raleigh   Apr.  25, 

Raleigh   Apr.  30, 

Raleigh   June  8, 

Raleigh   June  8, 

Raleigh   June  10, 

Raleigh   Tune  10, 

Raleigh   June  30, 

Raleigh   July  4, 

Raleigh   July  7, 

Raleigh   luly  8, 

Raleigh   July  8, 

Raleigh   July  12, 

Raleigh   July  13, 

Raleigh   luly  13, 

Raleigh   Tuly  16, 

Raleigh   Vug.  3, 

Raleigh   Aug.  6, 

Raleigh   Aug.  15, 

Raleigh   Aug.  20, 

Raleigh   Aug.  27, 

Raleigh   Aug.  29, 

Raleigh   Sept.  12, 

Raleigh  Sept.  16, 

Raleigh   Sept.  20, 

Raleigh   Sept;  23, 

Raleigh   Oct.  17, 

Raleigh   Oct.  24, 

Raleigh   Nov.  12, 

Raleigh   Xov.  18, 

Raleigh   Nov,  18, 

Raleigh   Dec.  20, 

Raleigh   Dec.  21, 
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1864 Folm  I'uul. 

1864 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1864 lohn  M.  Worth. 

1864 William  J.  Long. 

1864 Daniel   Worth. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 George  Makepeace. 

1864 Daniel  L.  Russell. 

1864 William  Brown. 

1864 

1864 Darius  H.   Starbuck. 

1864 Patrick  H.  W  inston,  Jr. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 lames  Russell. 

1864 William   W.   llolden. 

1864 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1864 T.  J.  Jackson. 

1864 William  A.  Graham. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 Charles  R.  Thomas. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864.  . ; Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1864 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 Joseph  Newlin. 

1864 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

1864 J.  J.  Hamlin. 

1864 1.   Jarrett. 

1864 John  M.  Worth. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 W.  F.  Brookshire, 

1864 John  L.  Brown. 

1864 His   daughter. 

1864 Rol>ert  Bingham. 

1864 H.  E.  Colton. 

1864 Worth  &  Co. 

1864 Henrj'  K.   Burgwyn. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 

1864 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1864 Giles  Mebane. 

1864 Richard  S.  Donnell. 

1864 Alfred  G.  Foster. 

1864 David  G.  Worth. 
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PLACE. 

Raleigh   Jan.  1, 

Raleigh   Jan.  5, 

Raleigh   Jan.  8, 

Raleigh   Jan.  13, 

Raleigh   Jan.  18, 

Raleigh   Jan.  18, 

Raleigh   Jan.  18, 

Raleigh   Jan.  24, 

Raleigh   Jan.  30, 

Raleigh   Feb.  9, 

Raleigh   Feb.  14, 

Raleigh   Feb.  18, 

Raleigh   Feb.  19, 

Raleigh   Mar.  1, 

Raleigh Mar.  1, 

Raleigh   Mar.  2, 

lialeigh   Mar.  4, 

Raleigh   Mar.  11, 

Raleigh   Mar.  13, 

Raleigh   Mar.  14, 

Raleigh   I^Iar.  20, 

Raleigh   Mar.  21, 

Raleigh   Mar.  22, 

Raleigh   Mar.  31, 

Raleigh   Apr.  1, 

Raleigh   Apr.  2, 

Greensboro   Apr,  3, 

Greensboro   ." .  .  .  .Apr.  8, 

Raleigh   Apr.  9, 

Company's  Shops Apr.  21, 

Raleigh   July  23, 

Raleigh   July  26, 

Raleigh   July  26, 

Raleigh   July  28, 

Raleigh  July  30, 

Raleigh   Aug.  3, 

Raleigh   Aug.  11, 

Raleigh   Aug.  12, 

Raleigh   Aug.  12, 

Raleigh   Aug.  12 

Raleigh    Aug.  16 

Raleigh   Aug.  18 

Raleigh   Aug.  18 

Raleigh   Aug.  21 

Raleigh   Aug.  22 

Raleigh   Aug.  23 

Raleigh   Aug.  23 


DATE.  WRITTEN    TO 

1865 John  ]M.  Worth. 

1865 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1865 

1865 David  G.  Worth. 

1865 J.  M.   Parrott. 

1865 A.  V.  Sullivan. 

1865 J.  M.  Odell. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 Worth  &  Co. 

1865 John  M.  Worth. 

1865 David  G.  Worth. 

1865 David  L.  Swam. 

1865 John  M.  Worth. 

1865 John   M.   Worth. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  .Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 W.  P.  Pugh. 

1865 C.  B.  Dibble. 

1865 N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

1865 Swepson,  Mendenhall  &  Co. 

1865 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1865 David  G.  Worth. 

1865 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

1865 J.   L.   Bason. 

1865 N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

,  1865 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1865 David  G.  Worth. 

1865 Andrew  Johnson. 

1865 R.  S.  French. 

,  1865 W.   B.  Stephens. 

,  1865 Edwin  G.  Reade. 

,  1865 J.  L.  Hathaway  &  Sons. 

,  1865 George  W.  Swepson. 


CoUKKSl'O.NnKXt'E  OK  JONATHAN  \\'<  llM' II. 


Khle 

?:'> 

i;aK' 

j:l> 

Kiilf 

^'1' 

Kiile 

f,'J' 

Kale 

<'li 

Fall' 

ii'> 

I\alt' 

^'1» 

1?  a  It- 

fe'l' 

Kale 

jrh 

Kale 

jrli 

Kale 

f~'l» 

Rale 

J^'h 

Kale 

frh 

Kale 

Jill 

Kale 

gli 

Kale 

'A 

Kale 

jrli 

Kale 

,irh 

Kale 

frl' 

Itale 

.i,'l> 

Kale 

j:h 

Rale 

pli 

Palei 

fill 

Kale 

gh 

Rale 

gli 

Rale 

^h 

Kale 

,u:l' 

Kale 

ph 

Kale 

frli 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Rale 

gli 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Rale 

gh 

Rale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Rale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

gh 

Kale 

igh 

Kale 

tgh 

PLACE. 

Ai'g.  24 

Aug.  2') 

Aug.  30 

Aug.  ;n 

Sejit.  1 

Sept.  2 

Sept.  2 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  7 

Sept.  !t 

Sept.  !> 

Sept.  9 

Sept.  11 

Sept.  11 

Sept.  1 1 

Sept.  14 

Sept.  14 

Sept.  1.5 

Sept.  15 

Sept.  20 

Sept.  23 

Sept.  24 

Sept.  27 

Sept.  29 

Sept.  29 

Sept.  29 

Sept.  29 

Oct.  G 

Uct.  10 

Get.  11 

Oct.  IG 

Oct.  17 

Oct.  17 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  21 

Oct.  21 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  23 


HXir..  UUITTK.N  TO 

IHli.") K.  Kiif.,r|aii<l. 

180.") William  (.'.  Smith. 

18U.J Darius  H.  Slarlnick. 

18G."» S.  S.  Jackson. 

18(i5 Neieus  Meiidciihall. 

18G5 Calvin  II,  Wiley. 

18(i.') Francis  L.   Hawks. 

18(!.") General  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

1S(M J.  J.  Jackson. 

ISG.-) X.   II.  I).  Wilson. 

ISC).") Zebulon  B.   Vance. 

1S()5 .Jackson. 

18G5 J.  C.   Skeen. 

1805 Harzillai  G.  Worth. 

186.1 William  H.  Oliver. 

18G.5 .Tames  A.  Bryan. 

18G.i Andrew   Hunt. 

ISG.") Jesse  Walker. 

18G5 Spier  Whitaker. 

18G5 C.  B.  Malh-tt. 

18G5 Spier   Whitaker. 

1865 B.  Mointt. 

1865 (."eorge  W'.  Dill. 

18G5 William  Clark. 

18G5 Israel  G.  Lash. 

18G5 Darius  H.  Starbuck. 

1SG.3 J.  J.  Jackson. 

ISG.i George  Makepeace. 

18G5 .J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

1865 M.  Jarrell. 

1865 .John  Pool  &  Lewis  Thompson. 

1865 William  W.  Holdcn. 

1865 John  Pool. 

18G5 Beiijamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1865 A.   W.  Ingold. 

18G5 William  W.  Holden. 

1865 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

1865 The  people  of  North  Carolina. 

1865 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1865 E.  M.  Welborn. 

1865 Barzillai  G.  W'orth. 

1SC5 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1865 Francis  E.  Shober. 

1865 .J.  W\  Payne. 

1865 P.  R.  Harden. 

1865 Thomas  Branch  &  Sons. 
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PLACE. 

Ealeigh   Oct. 

Ealeigh   Oct. 

llaleigh   Nov. 

Ealeigh   Nov. 

Ealeigh    Nov. 

Ealeigh   Nov. 

Ealeigh   Nov. 

Ealeigh   Nov. 

Ealeigh   Nov. 

Ealeigh   Dec. 

Ealeigh   Dec. 

Ealeigh   Dee. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Jan. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   ; Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 

Raleigh   : Feb. 

Ealeigh   Feb. 


DATE.  WaiTTEN    TO 

25,  1865 John  L.  Brown. 

25,  1865 W.  P.  Pugh. 

8,  1865 D.  G.  and  J.  A.  Worth. 

21,  1865 D.   G.   Worth. 

21,  1865 P.  E.  Harden. 

23,  1865 John  M.  Worth. 

23,  1865 Col.  Eliphalet  Whittlesey. 

24,  1865 

27,  1865 C.  B.  Dibble. 

6,1865 

15,  1865 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Euger. 

30,  1865 The  people  of  North  Carolina. 

8,1866 C.   C.   Curtis. 

8,  1866 W.  A.  Caldwell  and  others. 

8,  1866 William  A.  Albright. 

8,  1866 W.  C.  Benbow. 

9,  1866 E.  J.  Powell. 

9,  1866 George  W.  Logan. 

9,  1866 Malcolm  Townsend. 

9,  1866 C.  B.  Dibble. 

9,  1866 William  W.  Holden. 

9,  1866 Thomas  Branch  &  Sons. 

11,1866 Daniel   E.   Goodloe. 

12,  1866 ...  .Burgess  S.  Gaither. 

12,  1866 William  A.  Graham. 

17,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

27,  1866 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Euger, 

29,  1866 William  Foy. 

29,  1866 Lewis  Hanes. 

30,  1866 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Euger. 

30,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

3,  1866 William  J.  Yates. 

5,  1866 Bedford  Brown. 

5,  1866 Samuel   H.   Walkup. 

5,  1866 Thomas  C.  Fuller. 

5,  1866 Hugh   McCulloch. 

5,1866 T.  L.  Eussell. 

5,  1866 George  Stronach. 

6,  1866 George  W.  Swepson. 

7,  1866 William  Sloan. 

7,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

8,  1866 Nathan  Stanton. 

15, 1866 

13,  1866 Eeverdy  Johnson. 

17,  1866 A.  M.  Tomlinson  &  Sons. 

20.  1866 Scott  Welborn. 

26,  1866 John  Baxter. 


r(»iM{i:si'()M>K.\cK  OK  Jonathan    Wninii. 


Jwile 
Kalo 
Kale 
Kalo 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
i\ale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 


ri-ACK. 

gli  Marcii     .{ 

gli  Mareli     5 

gli  Alareh     G 

i,'li  Mareh    9 

gh  .MarcTi  15 

gli  March  15 

gli .March  15 

gli  March  IG 

gh  March  IG 

gh  March  IG 

gh  March  17 

gh  March  20, 

gh  March  20 

gh  .NLarch  21 

gh  March  21 

gh  -Afarch  21 

gh  March  22 

gh  .Maich  2'.t 

gh  ^Larch  29 

gh  March  26 

gh  March  26 

gh  March  29 

gh  Mareli  29 

gh  March  31 

gh  March  31 

gh  April       2 

gh  April       2 

gh  April      3 

gh  April      4 

gh  April      4 

gh  April       4 

gh  April       4 

gh  April      4 

gh  April       5 

gh  April       6 

gh  April       6 

gh  April       6 

gh April       G 

gh  April       6 

gh  April       7 

gh  April       7 

gh  April      7 

gh  April      9 

gh  April      9 

gh  April     15 

gh  April     16 

gh  April     16 


DATi:.  UIMTTK.N    TO 

ISGG John    M.   Wnith. 

1SG6 Swepson,  Meiulenhall  &  Co. 

18GG Andrew  Johnson. 

186G David  L.  Swain. 

18GG Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 

18GU K.  Beckerdite. 

18G(i K.   J.   Hale. 

18G(i J.  A.  Parker  Jordan. 

18G(» Sion   II.  Rogers. 

18GG Uavid  L.  Swain. 

I8G6 George  R.  Kicketts. 

I8G6 W.  J.  T.  Miller. 

1 806 John  Baxter. 

18G6 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

18GG Louis  P.  Griinth. 

18G0 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

ISGG Xereus   ]\Iendenliall. 

18GG Henry  C.  Bulimy. 

18G6 John  H.  Wheeler. 

1866 Hugh  McCulloch. 

1866 Sion  H.  Rogers. 

18G0 George  W.   Brooks. 

18(i(i Xereus  Mendenhall. 

18GG Robert  R.  Heath. 

18GG Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

18G6 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

18GG Robert  R.   Heath. 

1866 Le~onidas  C.  Edwards, 

18GG John  A.  Gilmer. 

1SG6 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

1866 Charles  R.  Jones. 

1SG6 John  Livingston. 

ISGG Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

1SG6 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

18G6 S.  H.  Helsebeck. 

1866 K.  J.  Powell. 

1866 Tod  R.  Caldwell. 

1866 James  R.  Love. 

1866 Lewis   Hanes. 

1866 Col.  Eliphalet  Whittlesey. 

1866 Thomas  L.  Eckert. 

1866 Walter  L.  Steele. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 J.  J,  Jackson. 

1866 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1866 Col.  Eliphalet  Whittlesey. 

1866 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 
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Eale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 


PLACE 

gh    

gh    

gh   

gh    

gh  ...... 

gli    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh    

gh   

gh    

gh    

gh   

gh   

^h   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh    

gh   

gh   

gh   

gh    

gh   

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh    

gh   

gh   


Apri 
Apri 
Api'i 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
Apri 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
I\Iay 
May 
May 
May 


DATE.  WRITTEN    TO 

17,  186G John  D.  Whitford. 

17,  1866 Thomas  M.  Holt. 

17,  1860 John  D.  Whitford. 

18,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

18,  1866 P.  P.  Mart. 

18,  1866 ,M  A.  Jobe. 

19,  1866 Gen.  Tliomas  H.  Ruger. 

19,  1866 P.  J.  Connor. 

19,  1866 Stephen  D.  Pool. 

20,  1866 Atlas  J.  Dargan. 

20,1866 W.  H.  Wheeler. 

20,  1866 Andrew  Johnson. 

20,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

20,  1866 William  B.  Buchanan. 

21,  1866 Nereus  Mendenhall. 

23,  1866 Nereus  Mendenhall. 

23,  1866 Thomas  L.  Veil. 

23,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

23,1866 John  Pool. 

25,  1866 Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 

1866 John  A.  Gilmer. 

1866 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1866 

1866 John  M.  Morehead. 

1866 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

1866 Andrew  Johnson. 

1866 James  H.  Everett. 

1866 Mrs.  Ebenezer  Emmons. 

1866 Josiah   Turner,   Jr. 


1866 Alfred  G.   Foster. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1866 Mrs.  J.  J.  Blankard. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

1866 William  F.  Craige. 

1866 David  Cobb. 

1866 William  H.  Seward. 

1866 R.  J.  Powell. 

1866 P.    Murphey. 

1866 William  H.  Worth. 

1866 Lewis    Hanes. 

1866 D.  Mallard. 

1866 Thomas   S.   Kenan. 

1866 John  Pool. 

1866 B.  S.  Hedrick. 


CORUKSroMil.M    I-:     <•!      .I<).\  A  111  AN      W'dinil. 
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iM.A«t:. 

Kalfi.irli    May 

Kalfijili    May 

KaliM-li    May 

Ilali-i^'h    May 

Kali'iyh    May 

KaU'igh    May 

rvalfigh   May 

Kalfij,'h    May 

llal.M-rh   May 

ralri-rli    May 

KaK'ijili    May 

Kaleij;!!    May 

Ki'.leitili   May 

Kali'ipli   May 

KaU'i-h   May 

Ualt'ii:!!    May 

IJalfigh    May 

KaK'i-xh   May 

i;al.-i-li    .\ray 

i;aU'i,uh    May 

Kalcigli   May 

Kaleigh   May 

llaleigh    May 

Raleigh    May 

Kalei-;li    :\ray 

Kaleiiih    May 

Raleijih    May 

Raleijih    May 

Kali'igli    June 

KaK'igh   June 

Raleigli    June 

Ealeigh    June 

Kaleigh    June 

Ealeigh   June 

Raleigh   June 

Raleigh   . . June 

Raleigh   June 

Raleigh   June 

Raleigh   June 

Ealeigh   June 

Ealeigh   June 

Ealeigh    June 

Raleigh   June 

Raleigh   June 

Ealeigh   June 

Ealeigh    June 

Raloiu'i    June 


DAIl:.  WIUTTK.N    TO 

7,  ISIW! Dawsdii    A.    Walker. 

!•.  ISlKi I'Mwiii   M.   Slaiilnii. 

1_'.  ISiit; Waller   A.   Thoiiiitson. 

12,  lS(i<; S.  L.  Fremont. 

li.  ISUii William  A.  Graham. 

14,  18(i(» Hamilton  C.  Jones. 

14.  ISOCi 1).   Mallard. 

14.  lS(i(! I.thn  11.  Wheeler. 

14,  lS(i(J K.   J.    Powell. 

14,  lS(i() Henjamiii  S.    llcdriek. 

14,  ISliC) C.  C.  Henderson. 

1.),  1801) Gen.  Thomas  H.   Ruger. 

16,  186t> William   Murphy. 

16,  1866 1.  W.  Osborne. 

17,  1866 r.    H.  Jackson. 

17,  1866 W.   L.  Kistler. 

18,  lS(i(i Benjamin  S.   lledriek. 

18,1866 Charles   F.   Ilaigh. 

1!),  18(i(i George  C.  Round. 

lit,  1866 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

21,  1866 Asa  Biggs. 

22,  1866 Andrew  Hunt. 

22,  1860 J.   C.   Bain. 

22,  1866 Andrew  Johnson. 

22,  1866 L.  S.  Gash. 

23,  1866 Andrew  Johnson. 

28,  1866.  .' Alexander  H.  Jones. 

30,  1866 Robert  Bingham. 

2,  1866 Augustus  S.  Merrimon. 

4,  1806 .J.  J.  D.  Lewis. 

9,  1866 Andrew  Johnson. 

9,  1800 Andrew  .Johnson. 

9,  1866 George  W.   Brooks. 

9,  1866 Hugh  IMeCulloch. 

13,  1800 People  of  North  Carolina. 

13,  1866 Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

13,  1860 James  L.  Orr. 

13,  1806 Benjamin   S.   Hedrick. 

13,  1866 Hugh  MoCulloch. 

14,1860 

15,  1800 J.  M.  Coffin. 

16,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

17,  1866 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

18,  1800 William  H.  Seward. 

18,  1806 Hugh  McCulloch. 

18,  1866 Hugh  McCulloch. 

18,  1866 Hugh  McCulloch. 
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Eale 
liale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale: 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 
Eale 


PLACE. 

gh   June 

gh   June 

gh   June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    Jvme 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    Tune 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    June 

gh    Ame 

gh    J  une 

gh    July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

gh    July 

gh    July 

gh    July 

gh    July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh -luly 


DATE.  WRITTEN   TO 

19,  1866 James  G.  Earasey. 

19,  1866 John  M.  Morehead. 

19,  1866 James   L.   Orr. 

20,  1866 B.  S.  Guion. 

20,  1866 Alex.  M.  Davis. 

20,  1866 Augustus  S.  Merrimon. 

21,  1866 James  M.  Leach. 

21,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

21,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

21,  1866 Eugene  Griffin. 

23,  1866 W.  W.  Land. 

23,  1866 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

23,  1866 Lewis  Hanes. 

25,  1866 H.  G.  Daniels. 

27,  1866 D.  A.  Davis. 

27,  1866 Hugh  McCulloch. 

28,  1866 E.  F.  Lehman. 

28,  1866 F.  A.  Fuller. 

29,  1866 Darius  H.  Starbuck. 

29,  1866 John  M.  Morehead. 

29,  1866 C.  C.  Clark. 

29,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

30,  1866 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

.  .,  1866 William  H.  Seward. 

4,  1866 Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 

5,  1866 Dennis  D.  Ferebee. 

5,  1866 .".  .James  P.  Foster. 

5,  1866 Lewis  Hanes. 

5,  1866 J.  M.  Coffin. 

6,  1866 James  Wrenn. 

6,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

6,1866 Gen.   J.   C.   Eobinson. 

6,  1866 W.  T.  Faircloth. 

7,  1866 Hugh  McCulloch. 

9,  1866 Tyre  York. 

10,  1866 Andrew  Johnson. 

10,  1866 L.   S.   Gash. 

11,  1866 M.  F.  Arendell. 

11,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

11,  1860 Fred  Garner. 

11,  1866 J.  M.  Perry. 

11,  1866 A.   E.   Ehodes. 

11,  1866 Hugh  McCulloch. 

13,  1866 Lewis  Hanes. 

13,  1866 James  A.  Egerstone. 

21,  1866 Thomas  Webb. 

21,  1866 E.  L.  Abernethy. 


CORKESl'OXDEXCE    OF    JOXATllA.N     W'oKlll. 
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PLACK. 

Kiik'ipli  July 

Kalfigli  J  Illy 

Kiileigh July 

Jlaliigh  July 

Kalei<;ii  July 

Kali'l,-.'!!  July 

KaU'ii;ii  July 

I'alciu'ii July 

Italoi-rh July 

Raleigh July 

Kalcigh July 

Kaleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh Tuly 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Vug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Sept. 

Raleigh Serpt. 


DATE. 


WUITTK.N    TO 


•21.  18(ili \.  K.  Rhodi's, 

•23.  18G(i Hugh  MeCulloch. 

24.  IS(it) r.  E.  Lee. 

24,  IStiU r.    W.   Alspaugh. 

25.  18(30 Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Jones  and  others. 

25.  18GU iJenjamin  S.  Hediiek. 

,  18G(i Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

.  18ti(> Uichuiond  M.  Pearson. 

,  18(10 David   F.  Caldwell. 

,  1800 James  Wreun. 

.  1800 J.  J.  Jackson. 

,  1800 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

,  1800 David   F.   Caldwell. 

,  ISOG Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1860 J.  J.  Jackson. 

,1800 J.  A.  Butner. 

.  1800 William  A.   Allon. 

,  1800 David  F.  Caldwell. 

,  1800 James  M.  McGowan. 

,  1800 licnjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1806 David  S.  Caldwell. 

,1806 Thomas  C.  Fuller. 

.  18(56 R.  Piermont. 

,  1860 P.  C.  Holmes. 

,  1866 L.  L.  Clements. 

,1866 J.  M.  Whitehurst. 

,  1866 David  G.  Worth. 

,  1866 Allen  Jordan. 

,  1866 Atlas  J.  Dargan. 

,  1866 Sion  H.  Rogers. 

,  1866 Nereus  Mendenhall. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 C.  B.  Denson. 

,1866 R.   E.   Colston. 

,  1866 Xereus  Mendenhall. 

,  1866 Joseph  R.  Jones. 

,  1866 John  A.  Gilmer. 

,  1866 James  P.  Foster. 

,  1866 Marshall  Parks. 

,1866 J.  J.  Crawford. 

,  1866 David  G.  Worth. 

,  1866 James  S.  Pledge. 

,  1866 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

,  1866 David  F.  Caldwell. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Jesse  Wheeler. 

,  1866 John  A.  Gilmer. 


26 
27 
2S) 
2!) 
30, 
30, 
30 
30, 
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Ealo 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale: 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 


PLACE. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Sept. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

ah. Oct. 

o-h Oct. 

gh Oct. 

o-h Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oft. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oict. 

gh Oft. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct 

gh Oct. 

gh Oct. 

gh Oet. 

gh Nov. 

cjh Nov. 


DATE.  WRITTEN    TO 

10,  1866 Xereus  Mendenhall. 

,  1866 Editor     of  Greensboro  Patriot. 

,  1866 John  A.  Gilmer. 

,  1866 Joseph  D.  Simmons. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

,  1866 James  G.  Ramsej\ 

,  1866 A.   V.    Sullivan. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 William  J.  Wilson. 

,  1866 Henry  T.  Clark. 

,1866 C.  C.  ClarK. 

,  1866 .Judge  David  F.  Caldwell. 

,  1866 C.   S.  Winstead. 

,1866 W.  L.  Springs. 

,1866 .J.  B.  Marler. 

,  1866 R.  Y.  McAden. 

1866 S.  S.  Jackson. 

,  1866 Darius  H.  Starbuck. 

,  1866 Col.  John  V.  Bomford. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,1866 Charles   C.   Clark. 

,  1866 Nereus  Mendenhall. 

,  1866 Drake  &  Sons. 

,1866 J.  T.  Leach. 

,  1866 Editors  Natio'nal  Intelligencer. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Worth  &  Daniel. 

,  1866 T.  D.  Brison. 

,  1866 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

,  1866 Marshall  Parks. 

,  1866 James  G.  Ramsey. 

,  1866 ,J.  Iveener. 

,  1866 S.  S.  Jackson. 

,  1866 Henry  M.  Earle. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,1866 J.  M.  Parrott. 

1866 J.  W.  Hinks  &  Co. 

,1866 A.  Miller. 

,1866 Gabriel   J.   Rains. 

,  1866 Daniel  L.  Russell. 

,  1866 James  Kyle. 

,  1866 James  Hay. 

,  1866 Daniel  L.  Russell. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 


( "oi;i;i;sr(i\  i>i;nc'K   of   Jonathan    WOimh. 


Rale 
Kale 
]{ale 
Jliile 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Pale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 


PLACK. 

"ll             ...         . 

Xt)V. 

"il             ...         . 

Dee. 

yi' 

....  Dee. 

gi' 

Dee. 

irh 

. . . .  Jun. 

"h 

e" 

<'h 

.  .Jan. 

o" 

irh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

gh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

.rh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

"h 

.  .Jan. 

"h 

.  .Jan. 

-rh 

Ian. 

"h 

Jan 

gh 

....Jan. 

jrh 

Jan. 

"h 

Jan 

.rh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

Th 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

Orh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

ah 

. . . .Jan. 

gh 

....Jan. 

gh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

gh 

.Fan. 

gh 

....Jan. 

gli 

.  .  .  .'liin. 

"h 

•  lan 

jrh 

....Jan. 

gh 

.Ian. 

ah 

..Jan. 

jrh 

. .Jan. 

ah 

..Jan. 

sh 

..Jan. 

gh 

.  .  .  ..Fan. 

gh 

....Jan. 

gh 

....Jan. 

jrh 

..Jan. 

Sh 

....Jan. 

ofh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

gh 

..Jan. 

gh 

.  .  .  .Jan. 

gh 

....Jan. 

gh 

.  . .  .Jan. 

gh 

.  .Jan. 

gh 

.Jan. 

gh 

Feb. 

gh 

....  Feb. 

DATE.  WKniKN    TO 

.  l«t»> lames    L.   Oir. 

.  IStiCi Kdwin  (1.    Keade. 

.  lS(iti lames  L.  Orr. 

,  lS(i(l .\atlianiel    Hoyden. 

.  If^'i" Nathaniel  I'.uydcii. 

.  IHtiT IVter   .Mien. 

,  18(!7 William   .\.  Craliam. 

,  18(17 Sanniel  A.   ilan  is. 

.  18(i7 Edward  J.   W  aricn. 

.  18(i7 Miss  M.  A.  Ikiie. 

,  18(17 Diinean,  Navaro  &  Co. 

.  18(17 L.   W.   Gilbert. 

.  18()7 Robert  Newman. 

,  18()7 Robert  Newman. 

,  1807 C.  B.  Dibble. 

,  18(17 H.   B.   Satterthwaite. 

,  18(i7 A.  C.  Cowles. 

,  18(57 Benjamin  8.  Hedrick. 

,  18(i7 David  L.   Swain. 

,  18()7 Walter  F.  Leak. 

,  lS(i7 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  lS(i7 M.   C.  Johnson. 

,  18(57 Thomas   Ruffin. 

,  18(57 William  A.  Graham. 

,  18(57 John  A.  Gilmer. 

,  1807 Lewis  Hanes. 

,  1807 Bedford  Brown  and  James  M.  Leach. 

,  1807 licdford  Brown  and  James  M.  Leach. 

,  1807 Xereus  Mendenhall. 

,  1807 Bedford   Brown   and   others. 

,  1807 George  Howard. 

,1807 William  T.   Faircloth. 

,1807 Walter  F.  Leak. 

,  1807 Editors  Wilmington  Journal. 

,  18(57 (.'harles  C.  Clark. 

,  1807 Lydia    Maxwell. 

,  1807 Nathaniel  Boyden. 

,  1807 .I'oseph  A.  Englehard. 

,  1807 Thomas  Ruffin. 

,  1807 A.  W.  Ingoid. 

,  1807 Hearne  &  Biggs. 

,1807 W.  L.  Springs. 

,1807 William  J.  Yates. 

,  1807 James  M.  Leach. 

,  1807 Nathaniel  Boyden  and  Lewis  Hanes. 

,  1867 David  F.  Caldwell. 

,  1867 Edward   Bright. 
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Eale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 


PLACE. 

gh J^'eb. 

gh  , Feb. 

gh I'eb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

o-h         Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Feb. 

gh Mar. 

gh   Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh Mar. 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh A  pril 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 


iATK.  WRITTEN    TO 

18(57 Robert  Newman. 

1867 John  Kerr. 

1867 Hearne  &  Biggs 

1867 Colonel  Berry. 

1867 Edward  Bright. 

1867 Daniel  L.  Russell. 

1867 John  A.  Gilmer. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 James  L.  Orr. 

1867 Parsons. 

1867 James  L.  Orr. 

1867 Parsons. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 Oscar  G.  Parsley  &  Co. 

1867 Daniel  Freeman. 

1867 L.  L.  Polk. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 J.  M.  Hamlin. 

1867 David  L.  Swain. 

1867 Thomas  Ruffin. 

1867 W.  Whitaker. 

1867 John  M.  Worth. 

1867 Jesse  Walker. 

1867 Barzillai   G.   Worth. 

1867 Worth  &  Daniel. 

1867 John  Berry. 

1867 Col.  John  V.  Bomford. 

1867 William  Wright. 

1867 R.  C.  Lindsay. 

1867 Col.  S.  T.  Wilder. 

1867 James  T.  Morehead. 

1867 Thomas  Ruffin. 

1867 Mrs.  R.  C.  Pritchard. 

1867 R.  M.  Stafford. 

1867 Sharkey. 

1867 Parsons. 

1867 Thomas  Ruffin. 

1867 Andrew  Johnson. 

1867 Landy  Wood. 

1867 George  V.  Strong. 

1867 Clinton  A.  Cilley. 

1867 George  V.  Strong. 

1867 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1867 David  G.  Worth. 

1867 Walter  F.  Leak. 

1867 Henry  T.  Clark. 

1867 Z.  F.  Rush. 


Iv'ale 
l!ale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Eale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Hale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
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IM.AIK.  DATK.  WKITIKN    TO 

gh April  ;J(t.  ISO" II.  .1.   Harris. 

gh May  2,  18G7 11.    11.    Helper. 

gh May  2,  18U7 Tlioiiias  S.   Kenan. 

gh May  2,  1807 Luke   Blackiner. 

gh May  ;},  1 8()7 fames  L.  Urr. 

gh May  (i,  18G7 !.  11.  Osborne. 

gh May  0,  18(i7 David  F.  Caldwell. 

gh May  7,  18(17 M.  Kelsey. 

gh May  7,  18G7 Major  Worth. 

gh May  8,  18G7 Mis  brother. 

gh May  8,  18G7 J.  J.  Jackson. 

gh .May  9.  lS(i7 I  lenry  T.  Clark. 

gh May  11,  1807 (Jeorge  Howard. 

gh •. May  15,  18(57 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

gh May  10,  1807 Burgess  S.  Gaither. 

gh May  10,  1807 Clinton  A.  Cilley. 

gh May  18,  1807 Plato  Durham. 

gh May  18,  1807 Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

gh May  18,  1807 J.  G.   Spencer. 

gh May  20,  1807 Thomas  Settle. 

gh May  21,  1807 A.  S.  McNeill. 

gh May  21,  1807 Samuel  A.  Williams. 

gh May  22,  1807 M.  McRae. 

gh May  22,  1807 Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

gh May  22,  1807 Jesse  Warden. 

gh May  22,  1807 Robert  Strange. 

gh May  24,  1807 J.  R.  Bulla. 

gh ilay  24,  1807 R.  C.  Holmes. 

gh May  24,  1807 E.  Hubb. 

gh May  24,  1807 Horace  R.  Chappell. 

gh -May  25,  1807 Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

gh May  25,  1807 William  Clark. 

gh May  26,  1807 Thomas  C.  Fuller. 

gh May  27,  1867 Luke  Blackmer. 

gh May  28,  1867 David  F.  Caldwell. 

gh May  28,  1S67 Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

gh May  29,  1807 Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

gh June  8,  1807 David  F.  Caldwell. 

gh June  9,  1807 Col.  W.  G.  Moore. 

gh June  12,  1807 F.  B.  Satterthwaite. 

gh June  12,  1807 J.  M.  Parrott. 

gh  .  .  .  .' June  12,  1807 J.  R.  Mendenhall. 

gh June  12,  1S07 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

gh June  13,  1807 H.  H.  Helper. 

gh June  14,  1807 John  R.  Tolar. 

gh Tune  14,  1807 Tliomas   Ruffin. 

gh June  22,  1867 Col.  John  V.  Bomford. 
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PLACE. 

Raleigh June 

Kaleigh June 

Ealeigh June 

Kaleigh Jvme 

Kaleigh Jvme 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh Jnly 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh J  uly 

Raleigh July 

Ealeigh July 

Raleigh July 

Ealeigh July 

Ealeigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Raleigh July 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug". 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Avig. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh r\.ug. 

Italeigh Aug. 

Raleigh Aug. 

Raleigh Avig. 

Raleigh Avig. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Ealeigh Avig. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

Ealeigh Aug. 

E  aleigh Aug. 

Ealeigh Aug. 


DATE.  WRITTEN    TO 

24,  18G7 Benjamin  S.  Hedriek. 

25,  1867 Josiah   Turner,  Jr. 

28,  18G7 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

29,  1867 Tyre  York. 

29,  1867 Mills  L.  Eure. 

1,  1867 E.  B.  Paschal. 

1,  1867 John  Williams. 

3,  1867 Nathaniel  Boyden. 

3,  1867 Eobert  Strange. 

7,  1867 Eobert  P.  Dick. 

8,  1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedriek. 

8,  1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedriek. 

9,  1867 Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

9,  1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedriek. 

9,  1867 Lewis  J.  Quinn. 

.  .,  1867 P.  T.  Henry. 

11,  1867 Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

11,  1867 Postmaster,  Pigeon  Eiver. 

12,  1867 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

22,  1867; William  H.  Seward. 

22,  1867 James  L.  Orr. 

25,  1867 John  Baxter. 

26,  1867 A.  G.  Haley. 

27,  1867 William  A.  Graham. 

1,  1867 Augustus  S.  Merrimon. 

1,  1867 William  P.   Bynvim. 

1,  1867 James  T.  Morehead. 

2,  1867 William  T.  Faircloth. 

4,  1867 William  Kelso. 

4,  1867 J.  M.  Parrott. 

5,  1867 William  B.  Harkness. 

5,  1867 Lewis  J.  Quinn. 

7,  1867 D.   Evimley. 

7,  1867 Thomas  S.  Ashe. 

7,  1867 William  A.  Wright. 

8,  1867 William  P.  Bynum. 

13,  1867 Mark  E.  Lawrence. 

13,  1867 Lames  M.  Sprunt. 

13,  1867 Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

14,  1867 Robert  B.  Gilliam. 

17,  1867 G.  M.  Griftin. 

17,  1867 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1!),  1867 John  C.  Wood. 

19,  18(i7 G.  F.  Lewis. 

21,  1867 E.  J.  Hale  &  Sons. 

23,  18()7 E.  M.  Gibson. 

24,  1867 Benjamin  S.   Hedriek. 


CORRKSl'ONDKNi'K    Ol"    J<).\  AT  II  A  N     Wol.TlI. 
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KiU'ijrh  All},'. 

l»iili'ii,'li Aug. 

Jlali'i^'li Aiijr. 

KiK'i^'li Aug. 

Pali'igli Sept. 

KaK'igh Sept. 

Kaleigh Sept. 

l;alei;,'li Sept. 

l\aU'ii,'li Sept. 

IJalt'igli Sept. 

llalciu'li Sept. 

Kaleigli   Oet. 

llaleigli CK-t. 

Kaleigli (>et. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Kaleigh Oct. 

llaleigli Oct. 

Kaleigli Oct. 

Ealeigli Oct. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Raleigli Oct. 

Ealeigli Oct. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Raleigh Octj. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Raleigh Nov. 

Raleigh Nov. 

Raleigh Xov. 

Raleigh Oct. 

Raleigh Oet. 

Raleigh Xov. 

Raleigh Nov. 

Raleigli Xov. 

Raleigli Xov. 

Raleigh Xov. 

Raleigli Xov. 

Kaleigli Xov. 

Kaleigh Xov. 

Raleigh Xov. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Ealeigli Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigli Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 


I) 
24. 
24. 
24. 

2(). 

n, 

23, 
2(5. 
2ti. 

2S, 
2S. 


17, 
17, 
21, 
22 
24, 
24. 


25, 
20, 
28, 
2i), 
31, 


3, 
0, 
8, 
8, 

21, 

21, 

22 

23. 

25, 


4 

13, 
14. 
14, 
1'). 
10, 


A  IK.  WItinK.N    TO 

1H()7 W.  11.  King. 

1807 ll.'iuy  T.  Clark. 

1807 0.    D.  Cooke. 

18t»7 Simon   Kanu's. 

1807 W.   11.  .M.Kiii'. 

1807 O.  D.  Cooke. 

1807 Henry  T.  (lark. 

1807 Oliver  P.  .Meares. 

1807 Mien  M.  Tonilinson. 

1807 'i'lioiiias  Stepiienson. 

1807 David  F.  Caldwell. 

1807 lames  F.  Giles. 

1807 p..  Higgins. 

1807 P.  T.  Massey. 

1807 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

1807 A.  S.  Kemp. 

1807 Thomas  Settle. 

1807 Andrew  Johnson. 

1807 David  G.  Wortli. 

1807 Andrew  Joliiisoii. 

1807 i.  W.  Purdie. 

1807 P.arzillai  G.  Worth. 

1807 J.  C.  Pass. 

1807 William  Clark. 

1807 William  A.  (Jraham. 

1807 lames  W.   Osborne. 

1807 John  H.  Wheeler. 

1807 iTenry  T.  Clark. 

1807 John  W.   Haughton. 

1807 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1807 1.  M.  Coffin. 

1807 K.  Y.  McAden. 

1807 Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby, 

1807 John  M  Worth. 

1807 Joshua  Boner. 

1807 J.  M.  Parrott. 

1807 .James  H.   Lea. 

1807 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

1807 R.  C.  Holmes. 

1807 Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

1807 Ralph  P.  Buxton. 

1807 Thomas  J.  Wilson  and  others. 

1807 Robert  P.  Dick. 

1867 Cyrus  P.  Mendenhall  and  others. 

1807 John  McKay. 

1807 John  A.  Gilmer. 

1807 Duncan  G.  McRae. 
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North  Carolina  Historical  Commission. 


PLACE. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Ealeigh Dec. 

lialeigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Ealeigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Dec. 

Raleigh Jaw. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jr,n. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan, 

Raleigh Jan. 

Raleigh Jan. 


16 

18 

18 

19 

26 

26 

28 

30 

31 

31 

31 

31 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
4 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7, 
7, 


ATE.  WRITTEN   TO 

1867 (!hairinan  County  Court  of  Jones. 

1867 Philpot. 

1867 Thomas  Wilcox. 

1867 Thomas  H.  Gilliam. 

1867 General  Tyler. 

1867 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1867 William  Clark. 

1867 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1867 J.  W.  Martin. 

1867 Col.  W.  G.  Moore. 

1867 Andrew  Johnson. 

1867 David  L.  Swain. 

1868 John  Kerr. 

1868 Commander,  Post  of  New  Bern. 

1868 

1868 Bryan  Tyson. 

1868 Jenkins. 

1868 Col.  W.  G.  Moore. 

1868 Thomas  J.  Wilson. 

1868 Thomas  S.  Ashe. 

1868 William  A.  Wright.    ' 

1868 Robert  H.  Cowan. 

1868 David  F.  Caldwell  and  others. 

1868 William  Eaton. 

1868 John  Kerr. 

1868 Jesse  G.  Shepherd. 

1868 Henry  Joyner. 

1868 Giles  Mebane. 

1868 E.  A.  Jones. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

1868 G.  B.  Paulson. 

1868 William  A.  Graham. 

1868 J.  B.  Whitaker. 

1868 William  T.   Faircloth.- 

1868 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

1868 Richmond  M.  Pearson. 

1868 William  B.  Wright. 

1868 Andrew  Johnson. 

1868 Andrew  Johnson. 

1868.  . ; David  G.  Worth. 

1868 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1868 David  Eaton. 

1868 David  Eaton. 

1868 George  Makepeace. 

1868 Jolm  M.  Worth. 

1868 Matthias  E.  Manly. 


CoKKi:si"()M)i;.\(K  OF  Jonathan    Woiiiii. 
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L'aleigli  , 

lialeigU  . 

Kaleigh  , 

Raleigli  . 

Iviiloigli  , 

llaleigh 

l'aleigli  , 

Kah'igh 

Kaloigh 

Raloigh 

Ealeigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigii 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigii 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Kaleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Pialeigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Italeigh 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 


..Ian. 


.fiin 


II 
20, 
28, 
2!), 


Ki-1). 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
,  Feb. 
.  lu'b. 
,  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  l<'eb. 
.  Feb. 
.Feb. 
.Feb. 
.  l<"eb. 
.  l'"eb. 
.  Vch. 
.  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  Feb. 
.  Mar. 
.  Mar. 
.  .Alar. 
.Mar. 
.  Mar. 
.  :Mar. 
.  Mar. 
.  Mar. 
.Mar. 
.  Mar. 
.  Mar. 
.  Mar. 

•  Mar. 

.  April 

•  April 
.April 

April 


3, 
3, 
7, 
10, 
10, 
13, 
13, 
13, 
14, 
14, 
10, 
10, 
10, 
10, 
17, 
18, 
18, 
21, 
24, 
24, 
25, 
25, 
27, 
2 

8, 
0, 
10, 
10, 
22, 
22 
25, 
25, 
20, 
20, 
7, 


2 

30, 
4, 
4, 
•5, 
5, 


MK.  WUirrK.V    TO 

1808 Kemp   1'.  Rattle. 

1808^ Charles  C.  Clark. 

1808 David  F.  Caldwell. 

1808 .John  D.  Whitford. 

1808 (Hilton  A.  Cilley. 

18(i8 Samuel  R.   Bunting. 

1808 Gen.  liMwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

1808 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

1808 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1808 Edward  Cantwell. 

]8()8 ■!.  J.  Jackson. 

1808 Clinton  A.  Cilley. 

18()8 William  A.   Wright. 

1808 David  Ileaton. 

1808 Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

1808 Charles  A.  Eldridge. 

1808 William  Clark. 

1808 Benjajmin  S.  Hedrick. 

1808 i\ory  McNair. 

1808 Jones  B.  Levy. 

1808 William  M.  Shipp. 

1808 Joel  Lucas. 

1808 Robert  H.  Cowan. 

1808 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1808 Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

1808 John  M.  Morehead. 

1808 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1808 William  A.  Graham. 

1808 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1808 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1808 Augustus   S.   Merrimon. 

1808 Edward  J.  Warren. 

1808 William  A.  Graham. 

1808 A.  C.  Worth. 

1808 Dennis  Heartt. 

1868 James  Rush. 

1808 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1868 Col.  John  V.  Bomford. 

1868 A.  D.  Kemp. 

1868 George  Laws. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 Benjamin  Lavender. 

1868 John  McCormick. 

1868 Sion  H.  Rogers. 

1868 Gains  Winninaham. 
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Eale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
l!ale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 


PLACE. 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh April 

gh May 

gh May 

gli May 

gh May 

gh May 

gh May 

gli May 

gh May 

gh May 

gh  May 

gli May 

gh May 

gh May 

gh May 

gli May 

gh May 

gli May 

gh May 

gli May 

gh May 

gli May 

gli May 

gh May 

gh May 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh June 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 

gh July 


DATE. 

8,  18(58. 
1868. 
18G8. 


WRITTEN    TO 

.061.  W.  G.  Moore. 

.  S.  S.  Jackson. 

.Allen  M.  Tonilinson  &  Sons. 


1868 Solomon  Moss. 

1868 William  Clark. 

1868 C.  B.  Mallett. 

1868 Col.  John  V.  Bomford. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 M.  E.  Showman. 

1868 James  G.  Ramsey. 

1868 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1868 Nathaniel  Boyden. 

1868 William  J.  Yates. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 C.   B.   Mallett. 

1868 Daniel  R.  Goodloe. 

1868 James  R.  Doolittle. 

1868 Editors  National  Intelligencer. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 Editors  Xew  York  World. 

1868 James  T.  Morehead. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 H.  J.  Harris. 

1868 C.  K.  Lenow. 

1868 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1868 Dr.   J.   Jackson. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1868 William  P.   Fessenden. 

1868 David  G.  Worth. 

1868 C.  K.  Lenow. 

1868 W.  L.  Springs. 

1868 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1869 Joshua  L.  Lee. 

1868 \ndrew  Johnson. 

1868 C.   B.  Mallett. 

1868 B.  W.  Ives. 

1868 Charles  A.  Eldridge. 

1868 Addison  Coffin. 

1868 William  A.  Graham. 

18G8 C.  B.  Mallett. 

1868 Edward  Conigland. 

1868 H.  G.  Leisering. 

1868 Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

1868 J.  P.  Andrews. 

1868 John  Baxter. 

1S6P. Frank  B.  Goddard. 

If68 William  M.  Bobbins. 


Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Riile 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Kale 
Rale 
Pale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Kale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 
Rale 


( 'oi;i:i:si'().\  DK.NCK   oi'   .l<i.\  a  rii  a  n    W'oiMii,  23 

PLACK.  DATi;.  uurnK.N    TO 

yli iuly  ll),  1SU8 S.   S.   Asliley. 

gh July  10,  18(i8 Willia.ii   W  .   llnl.l.ii. 

gh Inly  ItJ.  !S(i^ ((,1.  \V.  (i.  Muoie. 

gh •! Illy  1  ^.  i S(i8 M.  A,  Jobe. 

gh .July  -7,  lH(iS ("alvin  Graves. 

gh Inly  28,  lS(i8 William  \V.  Ifoldeii. 

gh Iuly  ii),  I8(i8 William   \V.   lloMi-ri. 

gh Aug.  -20.  ISliS losiah   'Jiiniei,  .li. 

gli Vug.  21,  18(18 \ugustus   S.    .Nrenimon. 

gh Vug.  24,  18(>8 .Montgomery  Blair. 

gh Sept.  :U),  18(i8 

gh Oet.         1,  18(i8 William  Clark. 

gh Oct.  4,  1808 Lewis  W.  Worth. 

gh Oet.         7,  18(iS \.  V.  Cowles. 

gh Nov.  11,  1808 t'.    H.   Dibble. 

gh Nov.  12,  18(i8 A.  L.  McLean. 

gh Dec.  2.">,  18()S lohn  ^L  Worth. 

gh Ji.n.         7,  180!) H.  O.  Leisering. 

gh Jan.        9,  180!) William  A.  Graham. 

gh Jan.  13,  180!) George  W.  Rose. 

gh Jan.  14,  18(;!) William  Clark. 

gh .' .  Jan.  14,  18()i) Fred  Wolsroth. 

gh Jan.  15,  ISO!) Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

gh Jan.  17,  180!) Lewis  Hanes. 

gh Tan.  21,  18(i!) Engelhard  &  Price. 

gl.   Jan.  23,  180!) Jolin  Pool. 

gh Jan.  25,  180!) Perrin  Busbee. 

gh Jan.  27,  18(59 Engelhard  &  Price. 

gh Jan.  28,  1809 Engelhard  &  Price. 

gh Eeb.         3,  18G9 Editors  M'Umuujton  Journal. 

gh • Eeb.         3,  1809 

gh Eeb.         3,  1809 E.  B.  Drake. 

gh Eeb.        8,  1809 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

gh Eeb.  14,  1809 E.  B.  Drake. 

gh Eeb.  10,  1809 Thomas  Wilcox. 

gh \  pril      9,  1809 John  Pool. 

gh April  29,  1869 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

gh Mav  18,  1869 E.  B.  Drake. 


Letters  Written  to  Jonathan  Worth  Here  Printed. 


PLACE.  DATE. 

Jowa  City,  la Feb.  25 

Salisbury,  N.  C April  8 

Salisbury,  N.  C April  17 

April  (J 

Coleraine,  N.  C Mar.  24 

High  Point,  N.  C Oct.  27 

Asheboro,  N.  C Nov.  5 

Aslieboro,  N.  C Nov.  19 

Mill  Grove,  N.  C Nov.  20 

Asheboro,  N.  C Nov.  21 

Nov.  27 

Cane  Creek.  N.  C Nov.  28 

rittsboro,  N.  C Nov.  30 

V/ilmington,  N.  C Dee.  1 

Asheboro,  N.  C Dec.  2 

Dec.  2 

High  Point,  N.  C Dec.  4 

New  Market,  N.  C Dec.  6^ 

Dec.  12 

Fayetteville,  N.  C ,  .  Dec.  8 

Raleigh,  N.  C Dec. 

Wilmington,  N.  C Dec.  9 

Cane  Creek,  N.  C Dee.  10 

Fayetteville,  N.  C Dec.  10 

Wilmington,  N.  C Dec.  11 

Chesterfield  Co.,  Va Dec.  11 

Randolph  Co.,  N.  C Dec.  11 

Eden,   N.   C Dec.  20 

Wilmington,  N.  C Dec.  25 

Reed  Creek,  N.  C Dec.  30 

Raleigh,  N.  C Jan.  1 

Fayetteville,  N.  C Jan. 

Asheboro,  N.  C Jan.  11 

Fayetteville,  N.  C Jan.  23 

Wilmington,  N.  C Jan.  24 

Wilmington,  N.  C Jan.  27 

Wilmington,  N.  C May  16 

Wilmington,  N.  C June  11 

Jamestown,  N.  C June  11 

June  17 

Wilmington,  N.  C Sept.  23 

Fayetteville,  N.  C Sept.  26 

Asheboro,  N.  C Oft.  3 


WRITTEN   BY 

1841 Stephen  B.  Gardner. 

1841 Charles  Fisher. 

1841 Samuel  Silliman. 

1861 Thomas  Macon. 

1862 John  Pool. 

1862 M.  A.  Alston. 

1862 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1862. S.  S.  Jackson. 

1862 David  G.  Worth. 

1862 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1862 R.  H.  Battle  and  others. 

1862 Wyatt  G.  Jordan. 

1862 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1862 David  G.  Worth. 

1862 H.  C.  Lane. 

1862 Riley  Hill. 

1862 Nathan  Hunt,  Jr. 

1862 Joseph  Newlin. 

1862 Mariah  Franeks. 

1862 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1862 George  W.  Mordecai. 

1862 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1862 Wyatt  G.  Jordan. 

1862 J.  D.  Worth. 

1862 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1862 John  Presnell  and  William  W. 

Nelson. 

1862 W.  H.  Lineberry. 

1862 Allen  Skeen. 

1862 Shubal  G.  Worth. 

1862 Isaac  H.  Foust. 

1863 Joseph  D.  Hinton. 

1863 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1863 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1863 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1863 David  G.  Worth. 

1863 John  M.  Worth. 

1863 John  M.  Worth. 

1863 Shubal  G.  Worth. 

1863 D.  E.  Mendenhall. 

1863 Nere  Cox  and  others. 

1863 Worth  &  Daniel. 

1803 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

1863 S.  S.  Jackson. 
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Correspondence  of  Jonathan   Woirni. 


ri.Al'E.  DATK. 

Aslieboro,   X.  C Oct.  (i 

Wilmington,  N.  C Oct. 

Fiiyt'lU" villi',   X.   C Nov.  18 

Wilmin>j;t()n,   X.   C Mar.  17 

Asheboro,  N.  C Ft-b.  1 

Hillsboro,  N.  C Feb.  3 

Asheboro,  N.  C Feb.  4 

Asheboro,  N.  C Feb.  4 

Wilmington,  N.  C Feb.  4 

Asheboro,  N.  C Feb.  1 1 

Asheboro,  N.  C Fob.  IG 

Asheboro,  N.  C Feb.  20 

Clemmonsville,  N.  C Feb.  20 

Wilmington,  X.  C Feb.  20 

Asheboro,  N.  C Feb.  21 

Asheboro,  X.  C Feb.  25 

Pittsboro,  X'.  C Feb.  27 

Asheboro,  X.  C Feb.  28 

Reed  Creek,  X.  C :Mar.  2 

Asheboro,  N.  C Mar.  4 

Asheboro,  N.  C Mar.  6 

Asheboro,  X.  C ^lar.  9 

Pittsboro,  X.  C .Mar.  12 

Asheboro,  N.  C :\rar.  16 

Raleigh,  X.  C Xov.  15 

Wilkesboro,  X.  C Jan.  1 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  12 

Hillsboro,  X.  C Jan.  12 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  12 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  13 

Greensboro,  X.  C Jan.  14 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  16 

Salem,  X'.  C Jan.  1 G 

Salem,  X.  C .Jan.  16 

Morganton,  X.  C Jan.  17 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  17 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  23 

Hillsboro,  X.  C Ian.  26 

Washington,  D.  C Jan.  27 

Greensboro,  X^.  C Jan.  27 

Morehead  City,  X".  C Jan.  29 

Bush  Hill,  X.'  C Mar.  27 

Windsor,  X.  C Mar,  29 

Greensboro,  X'.  C Mar.  30 

Xew  Garden,  X.  C Mar.  31 

Bath,  N.  C May  8 

Wilmington,  X.  C May  8 


WUITrKN    uv 

1S63 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1863 Worth  &  Daniel. 

1863 Burzillai  G.  Worth. 

1864 David   G.   Worth. 

186;") S.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 W.   H.   F.iiist. 

18(i5 Henjainin  Mollitt. 

1S65 I.  n.  Brown. 

1865 Worth  &  Co. 

1865 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 John  M.  Worth. 

1865 John  M.   Worth. 

1865 Lewis  Hanes. 

1865 David  G.   Worth. 

1865 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 John  M.  Worth. 

1865 

1865 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 John  M.  Worth. 

1865 -John  M.  Worth. 

1865 J.  J.  Jackson. 

1865 y.  S.  Jackson. 

1865 Joseph  L.  Cannon. 

1866 C.  Pylic. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1SG6 .losiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 David  F.  Caldwell. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 Darius  H.   Starbuck. 

1866 Darius  H.   Starbuck. 

1866 Burgess  S.  Gaither. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 Benjamin   S.  Hedrick. 

1866 William  A.  Graham. 

1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1866 David  F.  Caldwell. 

1866 George   Stronacli. 

1866 Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

1866 Patrick  H.  Winston. 

1866 Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

1866 Xereus  Mendenhall. 

1866 Daniel  M.  Barringer. 

1866 y.  L.  Fremont. 
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jSTokth  Caeolii^a  Histokicax  Commissiox. 


PLACE.  DATE. 

Davidson  College,  N.  C May  14 

Washington,  D.  C June  1 

Asheville,  N.  C June  7 

Washington,  D.  C June  7 

Asheville,  N.  C Tune  8 

Washington,  D.  C June  10 

Greensboro,  N.  C June  12 

Salisbury,  N.  C June  13 

Salisbury,  N.  C June  13 

Washington,  D.  C June  13 

Fayetteville,  N.  C June  14 

Washington,  D.  C June  14 

Washington,  D.  C June  15 

Washington,  D.  C June  16 

Trap  Hill,  N.  C June  16 

Washington,  D.  C June  17 

Washington,  D.  C June  20 

Hillsboro,  N.  C June  20 

Kaleigh,  N.  C June  21 

Washington,  D.  C June  22 

New  Bern,  N.  C June  23 

Washington,  D.  C June  26 

C4reensboro,  N".  C Jime  26 

June  27 

Ivittrells,  N.  C Tune  29 

Jvittrells,  N.  C June  29 

Lewisville,  IST.  C June  30 

Washington,  D.  C Jiily  1 

New  Bern,  N.  C July  3 

Hillsboro,  N.  C July  5 

Washington,  D.  C July  8 

\Vasliington,  D.  C July  8 

I'atterson,  N.  C July  10 

Troy's  Store,  N.  C July  14 

Washington,  D.  C July  14 

Washington,  D.  C July  23 

Morehead  City,  N.  C July  26 

Randolph  County  July  28 

Tarboro,  N.  C July  30 

Statesville,  N.  C July  31 

Greensboro,  N.  C July  31 

Washington,  D.  C -^"g-  1 

Lincolnton,  N.  C ^ug-  3 

Washington,  D.  C Aug.  3 

Hamilton,  N.  C Aug.  6 

New  Bern,  N.   C Aug.  C 

Greensboro,  N.  C Aug.  9 


WRITTEN    BY 

,  1866 J.   S.  Ivirkpatrick  and  others. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Augustus  S.  Merrimon. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 A.  Coleman. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

,  1866 Judge  David  S.  Caldwell. 

,  1866 J.  M.  Coffin. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Joseph  A.  Worth. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 James  M.  Leach. 

,1866 Tyre  York. 

,  1866 Tames  M.  Leach. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

,  1866 Holland  &  Wilder. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 David  Heaton. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Tohn  A.   Gilmer. 

,  1866 N.   G.   Daniel. 

,  1866 Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr. 

,  1866 Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr. 

,  1866 W.  B.  Stipe. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 

,  1866 Charles  C.  Clark. 

,  1866 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Benjamiii  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 Paifus  L.  Patterson. 

,  1866 J    C.  Bain. 

,  1866 Benjamin    S.    Hedrick. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

,  1866 A.  E.  Rhodes. 

,1866 Miles  Lamb. 

,  1866 George   Howard. 

,  1866 W.  T.  Caldwell. 

,  1866 David  F.  Caldwell. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.   Hedrick. 

,1866 William  P.  Bynum. 

,  1866 Benjamin  S.  Hediick. 

i,  1866 L.  L.  Clements  and  J.  Peace. 

1,  1866 Council  Wooten. 

I,  1866 David  F.  Caldwell. 
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PLACE.  DATK. 

.\>liclK.n>.  X.  C \ujr.  !>, 

Washington,  1).  C Aug.  U, 

Uiileigh,  X.  r -\vig.  14, 

Tiirboio,  X.  C Aug.  "2 1 , 

Kaleigli.  N'.  C Aug.  2:», 

Wasiiington.  D.  C Aug.  lit, 

Wasliington.  D.  C \ug.  -ll, 

W'iiiilsor,  X'.  C Srpt.  ."), 

(.'oklslK)ro,  X.  C Si'pt.  S, 

Washington.  D.  C. Sept.  Iti. 

High  Point,  X.  C Seqit.  1!». 

Greonshoro,  X'.  C Sept.  30, 

WebstiM-,  X.  C Oct.  1, 

Ashelioio.  X*.  C Oc-t.  ii, 

IJeaufort,  X.  C Oct.  9, 

Salem.  X.  C Oct.  10, 

Winston,  X.  C Oct.  16, 

Statesville,  N.  C CXt,.  24. 

Greensboro,  X.  C X'ov.  2. 

Robeson  City.  N.  C Xov.  4, 

Green<lM)ro.  X'.  C X'ov.  10. 

Cleveland,  O Xov.  12, 

Greensboro,  X'.  C Xov.  14, 

Economy,   Ind Xov.  18, 

Wilmington,  X.  C X'ov.  22. 

Oxford,   X.  C Xov.  22. 

Washington,  D.  C Xov.  22, 

Raleigli.  X.  C Dee.  .5. 

Xew  York,  X.  Y .Jan.  24, 

Wasliington,  D.  C Feb.  22, 

Washington,  D.  C Feb.  24, 

\\  ashington,  D.  C Feb.  2G, 

Wasliington,  D.  C Feb.  28, 

Pittsboro,  X.  C April  2!». 

Washington,  D.  C Xjiril  .30, 

Wilmington,  X.  C N])ril  30, 

Tarboro,  X.  C ^lay  0, 

Shoe  Heel,  X.  C 3.ray  IG, 

Rockingham,  X.  C May  23, 

Charlotte,  X.  C May  2.5, 

Trinity  College,  X'.  C -June  G, 

W  ashington,  D.  C .rune  1.5. 

Company's  Shops,  X.  C .Ti.ne  1, 

Washington,   D.   C Tuly  3, 

Xew  York  City July  3, 

Enfield,  X.  C .July  4, 

Washington,  D.  C Julv  11, 


WltniKN     IIV 

lS(i(i J.  .1.  .laiUs..ii. 

18GU Benjamin  S.    lli-driek. 

18GG Sion  H.   Kogers. 

18(iG Itoliert   11.   Hridgera. 

18GG Sion   II.    Kogers. 

ISGG C(d.  William  G.  .Moore. 

ISGG Henjamiii   S.    Iji-drick. 

180(1 Patrick    II.   Winston. 

18GG William  T.   Dortcii. 

18(i(i Benjamin   S.    lledrick. 

18(i(i \.  V.  Sullivan. 

18GG David  F.  Caldwell. 

18GG T.  D.  Bryson. 

18G(i S.  S.  Jackson. 

18G(> David   Tj.   Saunders. 

18GG Darius  H.  Starlmck. 

18G(i ,J.  W.  Alspaugh. 

18GG E.  B.  Drake. 

18GG David  F.  Caldwell. 

186G Daniel  L.  Russell. 

186G Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

18GG G.  F.  Lewis. 

1860 David  F.  Caldwell. 

18GG William  Clark. 

ISC.C. Oscar  G.  Parsley. 

18GG Robert  B.  Gilliam. 

18GG Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

18G6 Edwin  G.  Reade. 

1867 Robert  Xewnnan. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 lienjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1S()7 S.  S.  Jackson. 

1807 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

18G7 David  G.  Wortli. 

1867 Henry  T.  Clark. 

1867 M.  McRae. 

1867 Walter  F.  Leak. 

1867 Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

1807 Braxton  Craven. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

1867 Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

1867 John  Goodrich. 

1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 
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PLACE.  DATE. 

Coleraine,  N.  C July 

Washington,  D.  C July 

Washington,  D.  C Aug. 

Fisher  Hill,  N.  C Aug. 

Washington,  D.  C Aug. 

Tarhoro,  N.  C Aug. 

Pittsboro,  N.  C Aug. 

Pittsboro,  N.  C Aug. 

Wilmington,  N.  C Oct, 

Salem,  N.  C Nov. 

Salem,  N.  C Nov. 

Washington,  D.  C Nov. 

Ealeigh,  N.  C Dec. 

New  York  City Aug. 

Reed  Creek,  N.  C Aug. 

Goldsboro,  N.  C Aug. 

Economy,  Ind Aug. 

Rockingham,  N.  C Dec. 

Washington,  D.  C May 

La  Prairie,  111 July 


WRITTEN    BY 

11,  1867 P.  T.  Henry. 

12,  1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

9,  1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

3,  1867 B.   Higgins. 

20,  1867 E.  N.  Gibson. 

20,  1867 Henry   T.   Clark. 

27,  1867 J.  J.  Jackson. 

27,  1867 J.  J.  Jackson. 

28,  1867 David  G.  Worth. 

8,  1867 Joshua  Boner. 

9,  1867 Joshua  Boner. 

26,  1867 Benjamin  S.  Hedrick. 

14,  1867 William  H.  Bagley. 

1,  1868 .  Barzillai  G.  Worth. 

19,  1868 Isaac  H.  Foust. 

24,  1868 Citizens  of  Goldsboro. 

28,  1868 William  Clark. 

9,  1868 Walter  F.  Leak. 

3,  1869 John  Pool. 

8,  1869 F.  M.  A.  Drake, 


Miscellaneous  Lktters  and  Documents  Found  in 
Woirni  Papers. 


WBirrKX    BY 

S.  S.  Jackson 

Elvira  W.  Jackson. 
Daniel  Hackney    .  .  . 

S.  L.  Norwood 

I.  M.  Broils  anil   W 
Ham  E.  Picrey.  .  ■ 
Elvira   W.  Jackson. 
William  11.  Buj;lcy. 
Benjamin  S.   Heilrick 
William  H.  Bagley 
William  H.  Bagley 
William  H.  Ba-rlev 


Bagley. 
Bagley . 
Bagley. 
Bagley. 


Edward  R.  Stanley. 

Lewis  Hanes   

William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H. 
William  H. 
William  H. 
William  H. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 
William  H.  Bagley. 

H.  H.  Foster 

William  H.  Bagley. 
Duncan  C.  McRae.  . 
Benjamin  Askew  .  . 
William  H.  Bagley. 

Job  Berry    

William  T.  Dortch 

George  V.  Strong. 
William  H.  Bagley. 


i'i..v(  i:.  ii.vT 

.  Asheliori)    1  )<■<•.     1 1 

.Asheboro    Mar.    15 

.St.  Lawrence   ....  Nov.    29 
.Lenoir    Dec.       3 

.  Burnsville    April  1!) 

.Asheboro .Mar.    10 

. Ralcigli    Jan.       0 

.Washington.D.C.  .Jan.    2'.t 

.Raleigh    April    5 

.Raleigh    \pril    7 

.Ralcicrh    Mav      9 


.  .New  Bern   June 

.  .Salisbury   June 

.  .Raleigli    July 

.  .Raleigli    July 

..Raleigh    Aug. 

.  .Raleigh    Sept. 

..Riileigh    Dec. 

.  .  Raleigh    Feb. 

..Raleigh    Feb. 

.  .  Raleigh    , 

..Raleigh    Mar. 

.  .  Raleigh    April 

.  .  Raleigh    April 

..Raleigh    April 

.  .Raleigh    April 

.  .  Raleigh    April 

.  .Raleigh    April 

.  .Raleigh    April 

.  .Raleigh    April 

..Raleigh    April 

.  .Raleigh    April 

.  .  Raleigh    April 

.  .  Raleigh    April 

.  .  Kinston   May 

.  .Raleigh    June 

. .  Fort   Macon July 

.  .Trenton   Oct. 

.  .Raleigh    Dec. 

.  .Hillsboro    May 

and 

. .  Goldsboro    Aug. 

.  .Raleigh    Sept. 
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185G. 
18(i2. 
1862. 
1802. 


1803.. 
1805.. 
1806.. 
1866.. 
1866.. 
1866. . 
1800. . 

1800.. 
1806.. 
1800. . 
1800. . 
1806.. 
1866.. 
1866.. 
1807.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1807.. 
1807.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1807.. 
1807.  . 
1807.. 
1807.. 
1807.. 
1807.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1867.. 
1868.. 

1868.. 
1869.. 


WI{ITTK.\   TO 

.J.  J.  Jackson. 
Fannie  Long. 
Zebulon  B.  Vance. 
.Zebulon  B.  Vance. 


.Zi'bulon  B.  N'ance. 

Mrs.  Jonatlian  Worth. 
.J.  F.  P.  C.  Cohoon. 
.K.  P.  Battle. 

David  B.  Bullock. 
.John  A.  Gilmer. 
.Conunanding  Officer, 
Point  Lfjokout.  .Md. 

Nathaniel  Boyden. 

J.  W.  Jones, 
.b'ufus  L.  Patterson. 

William  H.   Bryan. 
.W.  W.  Holden. 
.J.  P.  Foster. 
.David  F.  Caldwell. 

0.  G.  Parsley  &  Co. 

.H.  M.  Houston. 

.0.  G.  Parsley  &  Co. 

Drury  Lacy. 
.Wortli  &  Daniel. 

Daniel  Freeman. 

L.  L.  Polk. 

John  Welsh. 

David  G.  Worth. 

Phineas  T.  Horton. 
.J.  C.  Turrentine. 

C.  M.  Moss. 

.Mrs.  Melvina  Wolf. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Pritchard. 
M.  T.  Hudson. 

Daniel  M.  Barringer. 
.Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 
.Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

Seaton  Gales. 
.Sion  H.  Rogers. 
.Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 

Gen.  Edwin  R.  S.  Canby. 


William  E. 
JI.  R.  Noel. 


Pell. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  JONATHAN  WORTH 

Fruiii   Sic /'It  en   11.   (lardiuT. 

Iowa  City,  ItnvA,  Fchij.  .J'llli,  ISJfl. 

Your^  of  ilic  iMst  M-as  reed,  last  mail,  wliicli  is  about 
one  moiilli  (.-aflicr  than  1  have  ever  got  any  eoininiinieatiou 
from  ^s.  ('.  Ut'ore  at  this  phiee.  Tlie  fact  of  my  letter 
dated  tin-  m1i  and  postmarked  the  i^lst  De<'r.  is  not  strange 
here,  for  wi-  have  been  frequently  3  weeks  without  a  mail 
during'  the  ])resent  winti-r. 

[  must  in  the  tirst  place  express  my  gratitication  at  the 
health  and  domestic  hai)piness  which  a])pear  to  be  enjoyed 
by  your  family,  for  I  tind  that  the  friendship  and  affec- 
tions of  my  youthful  days  are  far  more  lively  and  deep 
than  those  of  more  mature  years ;  hence  the  interest  I  feel 
in  all  that  concerns  your  father  and  all  the  meml)ers  of 
his  family,  and  the  iiiniual  fcclins  that  has  ever  been  ex- 
pressed by  all  of  you  for  my  unworthy  self  adds  mucli  to 
my  gratification. 

You  have  given  me  a  verv  i)lain  statement  of  vour  feel-  Political discus- 

■  "-  sion.   Van  Buren 

ings    toward     M.    \'ail    Iblivn,    which,    to    use    the    substance  and  Harrison. 

of  your  own  words,  is  an  evidence  of  how  much  the  strong- 
est minds  may  be  led  astray  or  swerved  from  justice  by 
their  prejudices  and  imaginary  hostility  to  a  truly  good 
man.  T  do  not  nor  did  I  ever  pretend  to  weigh  my  judg- 
ment in  such  matters  to  yours,  for  I  know  that  your  ac- 
quaintance and  knowledge  with  the  ])olicy  of  the  different 
administrations  are  far  better  than  mine.  Yet  there  is 
nothing  short  of  the  hand  of  Providence  can  ever  convince 
me  that  Genl.  Harrison  is  a  great  man  either  in  talents  or 
honesty  of  purpose.  There  is  a  disposition  in  all  men  to 
lay  the  blame  of  all  their  misfortunes  to  some  cause 
rather  than  their  own  imprudence,  and  of  late  years  the 
President  is  looked  upon  as  the  author  of  every  evil.  I 
have  examples  of  this  feeling  constantly  around  me.     I 
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was  talking  with  a  fine  old  man  not  long  since.  Esq.  Ham- 
ilton, who  lives  2  miles  from  here.  I  asked  him  how  all 
his  concerns  were,  he  stated  that  his  family  were  well  but 
that  his  horses  had  the  soi^e  tongue  and  he  expected  some 
of  them  would  die.  Says  he,  "Gardner,  I  have  never  had 
any  luck  since  Van  Buren  was  elected.  I  have  lost  Cattle, 
Hogs  and  Horses.  One  of  my  sons  run  off  and  left  me  and 
one  of  my  daughters  has  had  her  Leg  Broke;  but,  thank 
God,  we  got  Harrison  in  and  I  think  times  will  alter."  I 
could  not  help  but  be  partly  convinced  of  the  evil  influ- 
ences of  Van  Burenism ;  every  man  here  who  has  too  many 
children  and  those  who  have  none  are  equally  loud  in  their 
vociferations  against  Van  Buren.  I  am  anxious  to  drop  the 
subject  of  politicks,  and  think  and  speak  of  more  "vulgar 
subjects."  I  hope,  however,  that  you  may  be  elected  to 
CongTess  because  I  know  you  to  be  eminently  qualified 
and  well  deserving  that  honor.  I  say  this  because  I  see 
from  the  Southern  Citizen  and  my  former  acquaintance 
there  that  your  district  can  not  boast  of  any  man  who  I 
would  call  your  superior. 
Description  of  ISTow,  as  to  this  City  and  Country,  in  reply  to  your  en- 

ties  for  amassing  quiries,  I  will  Say  that  I  consider  this  the  most  healthy 
situation  I  have  ever  known  in  the  West.  Out  of  a  popu- 
lation of  YOO  there  was  but  one  death  of  an  adult  last  year 
and  that  was  consumption.  We  are  high  and  dry;  excel- 
lent water :  a  Beautiful  Eiver  abounds  with  finest  Bass  and 
Pike  and  Salmon.  The  soil  is  fertile  beyond  belief.  Tur- 
nips that  weigh  from  10  to  12  pounds  are  quite  common; 
onions  are  raised  by  the  field  like  Irish  Potatoes  and 
Pumpkins  four  will  frequently  load  a  two-horse  wagon, 
every  vegetable  in  proportion ;  the  finest  Water  and  Musk 
Melons  I  ever  saw  are  here.  You  will  see  it  is  not  hard  to 
obtain  the  necessaries  of  life.  Our  State  House  or  Capitol 
is  progressing  slowly:  we  have  very  little  money  in  circu- 
lation but  the  stores  and  groceries  seem  to  be  doing  Avell. 
We  have  only  4  stores  here  and  they  sell  their  goods  at 
enormous  profit.     They  are  laid  in  at  Cincinnati  and  St. 
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Louis,  ilicy  fi'tiglil  lu  iJlnoiuingUtii  l>v  Su-am  \ntia  dU 
the  West  side  of  Miss.  32  milts  Kast  of  this  piaee,  truin 
whence  ihtv  ari'  haiiKd.  The  whole  cost  of  freight  (h)cs 
not  exceed  i.oU  per  hiindrtd.  1  am  well  satislictl  thai  were 
you  here  with  a  well  assorted  stock  of  goods,  capital,  say 
$4,000,  you  could  and  would  make  money  independent 
of  Legal  Business,  which,  hye  the  bye,  would  be  a  source 
of  protit  in  a  short  time.  It  is  true  we  have  eight  lawyers 
here  but  you  may  judge  of  their  talent  when  I  say  that 
jMoses  Swaim  or  Benj.  is  smarter  than  any  of  them.  The 
country  round  here  is  settling  fast  and  this  is  the  point 
for  trade.  Any  man  with  a  little  means  and  the  applica- 
tion you  could  give  can  not  fail  here  in  a  very  few  years 
to  become  independent.  That  is,  he  could  secure  for  his 
children  a  valuable  tract  of  land  each,  and  at  so  cheap  a 
rate  that  it  would  not  materially  interfere  with  the  prose- 
cution of  his  mercantile  business.  The  communication 
with  New  York  and  Phila.  is  easier  than  from  Asheboro. 
We  have  some  tolerably  good  schools  and  will  soon  have 
better.  The  society  for  men  or  ladies  is  very  far  superior 
to  any  that  I  ever  knew  in  Asheboro;  all  the  objection  to 
this  Country  is  that  the  winters  are  too  long  and  cold  and 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  timber  in  the  territory  generally. 
I  am  a  poor  hand  at  description,  but  in  what  I  have  said 
I  have  not  in  the  least  exaggerated  and  have  not  told  near 
all  the  advantages ;  but  I  think  I  have  said  enough,  added 
to  your  general  knowledge  of  the  West,  to  make  you  think 
seriously  of  seeking  a  new  home  in  the  West,  where  the 
prospect  of  yourself  and  rising  family  is  infinitely  gi'eater 
than  on  the  poor  hills  of  Randolph.  Should  you  ever  feel 
any  ambition  for  political  preferment  there  is  no  place 
equal  to  this  while  it  is  young  or  new. 

If  I  had  attended  to  my  own  business  while  I  lived  at 
Xewport,  la.,  and  been  prudent  I  might  now  have  been 
worth  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  as  it  is  I  am  worth  nothing. 
I  have  met  with  so  many  reverses  and  experienced  so  much 
of  the  cold-heartedness  of  this  world,  which  is  not  felt  till 
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fortune  frowns,  that  I  have  lost  all  the  elasticity  of  spirit 
that  i  ever  had ;  nevertheless  I  think  I  seem  as  contented 
as  most  people.  J\Iy  business  in  the  Clerk's  office  is  daily 
increasing  and  I  will  in  2  or  3  years  be  worth  perhaps  a 
$1,000  per  annum.  But  I  expect  to  be  removed  under  the 
new  administration.  The  Judges  here  appoint  their  Clerks 
and  the  President  the  Judges.  Our  Judges'  time  will  be 
up  in  July,  1842,  when  a  Whig  Judge  will  doubtless  be 
put  in  his  place ;  and  of  course  a  Whig  Clerk  in  mine.  In 
that  event  I  will  go  onto  my  claim  and  try  to  become  a 
humble  tiller  of  the  soil.  If  you  could  be  here  in  time  you 
might  get  a  Judgeship  ii;i  this  Territory.  It  is  worth 
$1,500  per  year,  paid  by  U.  S.  In  fact  I  advise  you  to 
get  your  friends  in  and  out  of  Congress  to  recommend 
you  strongly  to  the  President  and  you  may  probably  suc- 
ceed. Our  Governor  and  Judges,  etc.,  have  all  been  im- 
ported from  the  States.  The  Judges  will  all  go  out  1st 
July,  1842,  recollect.  I  will  answ^er  Addison  when  I  get 
Message  to  friends,  the  Biography  of  our  connexions  from  him.  Say  to  Cousin 
Martitia  that  I  could  not  expect  16  years  to  pass  over  with- 
out making  some  inroads  on  her  charms,  but  if  the  same 
spirit  of  animation  remains  her  attractions  would  not  be 
lessened.  My  love  to  her  and  all  your  children.  I  hope 
they  will  not  forget  me  as  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  I  shall 
see  them  some  day  yet.  Don't  forget  to  mention  me  to 
your  father  and  mother  and  all  the  family.  Tell  Evilina 
if  she  was  here  she  would  not  long  remain  single.  There 
are  at  least  4  Batchelors  to  one  single  woman  in  the  coun- 
try ;  every  girl  that  was  marriageable  has  gone  off  this  win- 
ter. Indeed  it  has  been  my  only  cash  business  (Marriage 
License).  We  have  no  newspaper  published  here  yet  but 
shall  the  ensuing  summer.  I  have  long  since  subscribed 
for  one  to  be  sent  to  Addison.  I  hope  to  hear  from  yon 
soon,  and  it  will  be  the  result  of  your  reflections  of  moving 
here,  etc.  God  knows  how^  much  I  should  like  to  see  you 
once  more.  I  have  said  enough  for  one  letter.  For  fur- 
ther particulars  enquire  in  your  next. 
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From   Climlcs  Fisher.^ 

I'UWyVl:   .\M>  COM' lllK.N  riAl,. 

SAl.isitrKV.  A/nil  Slh,   ISJfl. 

1     iulciiiltd    ti>    ll;l\C    llMil    Sdliic    (MiiiNtTsalioii    with    vou    at  '{••'("•^•st  to  Worth 

t<i  mil  li>r(  <>ii>;ri-ss. 

I.cxinutoii,  l>ui  v(.u  left  there  lietniv  1  had  opportunity  oi' KJ.',',';.T.er.'''cMm- 
aoin-  so.  Wliat  I  intended  to  have  said  is  that  if  you  have  P;jl'j,'JslTmT.'''' 
any  idea  of  running  for  C'oneivss  you  need  not  ho  prevented 
from  doing  so  hy  the  apprelieiisioii  ihai  iherc  will  he  a 
candidate  started  on  our  side  as  soon  as  two  of  your  side 
nu\y  be  in  the  field.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  no 
sueh  idea  is  entertained.  Xor  do  I  think  that  the  opposi- 
tion will  start  a  candidate,  though  there  might  be  more  than 
two  Whigs  in  the  field.  We  are  unwilling  however  to  see 
Abraham  Reucher"  elected,  and  I  may  say  that  it  is  the 
feeling  of  both  parties  in  Rowan  and  Davie.  He  can  in 
no  event  get  the  Democratic  vote:  even  Dr.  Henderson"^ 
would  be  supported  in  preference  to  him.  If  yoii  start 
my  opinion  is,  you  will  get  more  votes  in  Rowan  than  both 
of  them,  and  if  Henderson  does  not  run  you  will  get  nearly 
all  in  opposition  to  Rencher.  So  likewise  in  Davie.  If 
Henderson  runs  he  may  beat  you  a  few  votes  in  Davie, 
though  this  is  not  certain.  In  Davidson,  against  another 
Whig  candidate,  Henderson  can  do  nothing.  You  can 
get  a  large  vote  there  in  opposition  to  Rencher,  though  he 
is  stronger  there  than  here:  his  friends,  however,  are 
chiefly  about  Lexington  and  Possum  Town.     In  short,  if 


1  Charles  Fisher,  b.  1789,  d  1849.  State  Senator  181S  ;  nieml)er  of 
the  House  of  Tommons  freiiuentlv,  Speaker  1831.  Memljer  of  Con- 
vention of  1835.  Member  of  Congress  1819,  1821.  1839-1841.  Refused 
to  be  nonainated  for  Governor  in  1846. 

^Abram  Rencher.  b.  in  Wake  1804.  Mem  tier  Congress  1829-1839, 
1841-1843.  A  devoted  Whig,  he  disagreed  with  most  of  his  party  and 
supported  President  Tyler's  course.  He  was  charg<' d'affaires  to  Por- 
tugal from  1843  to  1847.  Buchanan  made  him  Governor  of  New  Mexico. 

'  Dr.  Pleasant  Henderson,  long  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Fisher  had  defeated  him  for  Congress  in  1839. 
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you,  Heudei'son  and  Rencher  run  you  will  beat  them  both, 
or  if  you  run  against  either  you  will  be  elected  with  ease. 
This  is  my  candid  opinion.  Rencher  was  here  at  the  Genl. 
Muster  and  was  badly  received  by  both  parties.  Hender- 
son has  not  been  here  in  five  or  six  months.  In  this  count- 
ing on  the  vote  of  the  opposition  you  will,  of  course,  under- 
stand that  we  do  not  go  for  you  as  a  first  choice,  but  in 
preference  to  Mr.  R.  or  Dr.  H.,  the  only  persons  who  prob- 
ably will  be  candidates  besides  yourself.  We  think  that 
Rencher  can  not  be  counted  on  by  either  party.  As  a 
proof  I  here  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  heretofore  writ- 
ten by  him.  You  can  see  the  original  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Hargraves,  who  is  a  thorough  nullifier,  and  has  always 
been.  You  can  make  use  of  this  extract  in  any  way  you 
may  think  best.  I  will  mention  another  fact  which  you 
can  use  if  you  like.  During  the  time  Rencher  was  in  Con- 
gress he  pocketed  for  mileage  $941.60  more  than  he  was 
entitled  to.  I  have  the  official  papers  to  show  it,  and  if 
you  become  a  candidate  I  will  hand  them  over  to  your 
friends.  You  can  assert  the  fact  with  perfect  safety, 
though  it  may  perhaps  be  as  well  not  to  use  my  name  just 
now.  Just  however  as  you  may  think  most  prudent  in  this 
respect. 

On  the  whole  my  opinion  is  that  you  can  be  elected  with 
great  ease  even  single-handed  with  R.  or  Dr.  H.,  or  even 
both  together. 


From  8am.uel  Silliman. 

Salisbury,  April  17th,  ISJ^l. 
Disapproval  of  Your  letter  of  the  12th  was  owing  to  my  absence  at  the 

Worth's  candidacy  o  ./ 

for  Congress,  with   Davic  Superior  Court  not  delivered  until  the  evening  of 

reasons  to  fear  -t  ~ 

^^^^^^-  the  15tb,  and  the  announcement  immediately  handed  to 

the  Watchman  which  appears  as  early  as  the  first  publica- 
tion afterwards.  I  regret  that  you  and  Mr.  Rencher 
should  be  in  opposition  as  I  think  the  result  must  be  un- 
favorable to  you.     The  reasons  why  I  think  so  are  that  he 
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lias  takt'ii  the  start  of  you  so  fur  on  the  West  of  the  Vad- 
kiu,  and  is  personally  acquainted  with  a  large  majority  of 
the  voters,  while  your  aeijuaintanee  is  very  limited  and 
the  time  before  the  day  of  election  is  too  short  to  overcome 
that  disadvantage.  There  is  another  circumstance  that 
will  operate  against  you,  strange  as  it  nuiy  appear,  it  is 
nevertheless  true.  The  i'isher  clan,  particularly  the  loc<j- 
foco  party,  are  understood  to  intend  favoring  your  pre- 
tensions, and  anything  that  savors  of  lishirism  is  odious 
and  consequently  uupopidar,  and  Mr.  K(  iiclier  will  no 
doubt  take  advantage  of  the  circumstances  too  plausible 
to  be  successfully  controverted,  furnishing  a  theme  of  dec- 
lamation powerful  and  so  easily  available.  Being  forced 
into  this  false  position  by  the  favor  of  Charles  Fisher,  I 
greatly  fear,  will  render  your  success  in  this  part  of  the 
district  very  doubtful.  I  can  not  state  with  certainty 
whether  the  editors  of  the  Watchman  will  support  you  or 
not.  My  impression  is  that  they  will  be  neutral — there 
shall  be  other  candidates.  There  was  ten  delegates  ap- 
pointed to  the  Asheboro  convention  from  this  county,  one 
of  which  was  I.  Bruner,  of  the  Watchman,  and  he,  like  the 
others,  failed  to  attend.  I  have  thus  candidly  given  my 
views  on  the  subject  that  you  may  be  forewarned  and  if 
possible  forearmed  to  encounter  the  difficulties  before  you. 
They  have  not  been  mentioned  by  me  to  any  other  person 
whatever;  it  may  be  that  they  will  not  arise  exactly  as  I 
have  conjectured.  Wishing  success  to  your  enterprise. 
I  am  respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 


To  the  Freemen  of  the  Tenth  Congressional  District. 

Fellow  Citizens: — The  principal  tendency  of  my  op- 
ponent's reply  to  my  Circular  of  the  19th  instant  is  to 
create  odium  against  me  by  indirectly  accusing  me  of  being 
guilty  of  the  "dirty  work"  of  seeking  in  the  sanctuary  of 
a  private  correspondence  for  matter  of  accusation  against 
him,  and  thorobv  turning  public  attention  from  the  points 
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I  had  raised,  to  wit :     His  iiisincerity  and  duplicity  as  a 
politician.     Let  us  review  the  matter  a  moment  and  see 
how  far  I  have  merited    the  coarse  epithets    he    applies 
to  me. 
Rencher's  action         In  Ml*.  Eencher^s  Circular  of  the  19th  instant  he  tells 

toward  ^^■orth.  t  ?      /  i       i  t       i'     i  • 

you  that  last  summer  he  heard  oi  the  misrepresentations 
that  had  been  made  as  to  the  letter  to  Mr.  Hargrave,  and 
that  he  then  challenged  its  production,  if  it  contained  any- 
thing in  conflict  with  the  opinions  he  then  advocated.  So 
much  was  said  about  it  in  the  Western  part  of  the  District 
where  many  persons  had  seen  it  before  I  ever  heard  of  it, 
that  Mr.  Rencher  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  to  it  week 
before  last  in  his  speech  at  Mocksville,  and  triumphantly 
challenged  its  publication.  The  original  letter  had  been 
shown  to  some  of  the  Whigs  in  that  vicinity  by  Mr.  Fisher 
two  years  ago,  while  Mr.  Rencher  was  spoken  of  as  a  prob- 
able candidate  against  him.  When  it  had  thus  been  shown 
to  several  persons,  and  reports  were  in  circulation  as  to  its 
contents  prejudicial  to  my  opponent,  and  he  had  twice 
challenged  its  production  in  public  speeches,  I  submit  to 
my  bitterest  opponent,  in  whose  bosom  there  is  a  particle 
of  fairness,  whether  it  was  not  the  honorable  course  to 
publish  it,  and  thereby  give  Mr.  Rencher  an  opportunity 
to  reply.  In  the  next  place  he  attempts  to  create  preju- 
dice against  me  by  calling  what  I  have  published  "a  gar- 
bled extract,"  thereby  intending  to  make  the  impression 
that  the  import  of  the  extract  would  have  been  varied  by 
the  publication  of  the  entire  letter.  I  am  glad  he  has  pub- 
lished the  remaining  portion  which  he  deems  material. 
I  had  quoted  the  paragraph  I  published,  not  to  prove  that 
Mr.  Rencher  was  in  favor  of  the  administration.  I  made 
no  such  intimation — for  he  abuses  the  administration  in 
the  extract  itself.  I  quoted  it  to  prove  what  it  does  prove, 
and  what  no  ingenuity  can  evade,  that  -while  he  was  imh- 
licly  ])rofessing  to  be  a  Whig,  when  writing  to  a  gentleman 
to  whom  such  opinions  would  be  acceptable,  he  says  he  is 
on  "neutral  ground"  ;  and  speaking  of  the  opposition  which 
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coiisislttl  ut'  lliu  frioiuls  of  ^M  r.  (lav  dint  (iiiici'al  llan-i- 
sou  he  sptaks  of  tliciu  a>  a  jiaiiv  uiili  whicli  he  i~  tin  ii 
"cumiM'lU'd  (()  (((I !"  Aliml  llu'  words  J  i»rav  v-m:  "  /  hose 
ii'llli  iL'liuin  1  am  now  cunipcUcd  to  acl.'  1  «lt>  imt  coin- 
plaiii  of  the  geutk'inan's  okl-t'asliioue<l  Jic|mlilicaiii>iii,  l»iii 
of  his  ai'kiiowK'diiiiit'iit  that  he  acts  with  I  he  W  liii:  piirty, 
uot  from  choice,  but  from  compulsion.  He  says  this  is 
"an  c.iiract  from  a  i>rir(itc  Icllcr  tr  rill  en  in  the  con/idrnce 
of  pcrtfonul  and  polidcal  friendship."  It  is  licic  ^\\U'  to 
Mr.  llariirave  to  say  that  he  did  not  regard  it  as  in\nhiug 
any  breach  of  propriety  to  show  it  to  others,  for  he  then 
resp<K'ted  ]Mr,  Heneher  as  a  camlid  politician  who  had  the 
same  set  of  opinions  for  the  prirale  car  (d'  a  fric  nd  and 
for  his  con.'<tituents  at  large.  But  let  us  admit  that  it  was, 
what  Mr.  lieucher  says  it  was,  a  letter  written  **in  the  con- 
fidence of  personal  and  political  friendship."  Which 
would  look  to  us  to  exhibit  the  true  and  genuine  sentiments 
of  his  heart,  a  confidential  tetter  to  a  friend,  or  his  public 
declaration  to  the  people  ? 

As  to  the  miserable  flourish  that  I  "seem  to  rest  my 
claims  to  your  confidence  and  support"  on  the  discovery 
and  publication  of  this  alarming  letter,  I  have  only  to 
say  that  he  icell  k-new  I  did  not  discover  it.  It  had  been 
seen  and  read  by  many  before  I  ever  heard  of  it,  and  the 
extract  had  even  been  published  in  a  news])aper  before  I 
went  to  Lexington  to  see  it :  and  I  published  it,  not  to  show 
any  merit  in  myself,  but  the  want  of  it  in  my  opponent, 
so  far  as  candor  and  sincerity  are  concerned ;  and  as  to  any 
pretensions  to  merit  on  my  part  I  think  I  have  made  none, 
unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  presumptuous  act  of  putting 
myself  in  competition  with  a  gentleman  whose  power  (he 
tells  us  with  gi*eat  complacency)  some  "have  felt  in  times 
past  and  others  fear  it  for  time  to  come." 

I  see  in  several  newspapers  a  publication  signed  by  the  The  district  con- 
Delegates  from  Davidson  and  a  portion  of  the  Delegates 
from  the  County  of  Chatham,  to  a  Convention  which  has 
been  proposed   at  Asheboro.      The    two    upper    counties. 
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Rowaii  and  Davie,  were  not  represented.  From  Chatham 
two  sets  of  delegates  attended,  one  of  them  appointed  in  a 
meeting  at  Pittsboro,  in  which  Mr.  Rencher  appeared  and 
made  a  sj)eech,  and  which  instructed  its  delegates  not  to 
commit  themselves  to  the  support  of  any  candidate  than 
Mr.  Rencher,  or  something  to  this  effect,  as  you  may  see 
by  reference  to  their  published  ]3roceedings,  which  are  not 
now  before  me ;  and  at  the  head  of  this  delegation  Mr. 
Rencher  himself  "wended"  his  way  to  Asheboro.  Another 
set  of  delegates  also  attended  from  Chatham,  appointed  by 
a  meeting  oj)posed  to  Mr.  Rencher.  Chatham  was,  there- 
fore, neutralized.  Three  delegates  appeared  from  David- 
son, appointed  by  a  meeting  in  Lexington,  consisting  of 
13  persons,  who  undertook  to  speak  for  their  County.  The 
delegates  from  Randolph  and  one  set  of  the  delegates  from 
Chatham  thought,  under  these  circumstances,  that  they 
ought  not  to  attempt  to  make  a  nomination,  and  declined 
to  do  so.  I  should  not  have  referred  to  this  matter  had  it 
not  suited  Mr.  Rencher  or  his  friends  in  publishing  what 
occurred  at  Asheboro  to  suppress  the  fact,  that  a  respect- 
able portion  of  the  Whigs  of  Chatham  were  so  much  op- 
posed to  Mr.  Rencher  that  they  sent  up  delegates  who 
wished  to  bring  out  some  other  candidate.  Let  me  not  be 
understood  as  blaming  Mr.  Rencher's  friends.  They  acted 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  I  have  brought  to  light 
and  shall  bring  to  light. 
Mr.  Rencher's  In  relation  to  the  "mileage"  affair  to  which  Mr.  Rencher 

record  in  resrard,  to 

mileage.  refers  in  his  Postscript,  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  evidence 

upon  which  it  rests  wi\B  placed  in  my  hands  some  days 
ago,  with  liberty  to  use  in  such  way  as  I  might  deem 
proper ;  but  conclusive  as  this  evidence  is  I  hesitated  to 
give  it  publicity,  or  even  to  speak  of  it,  except  tO'  a  few 
personal  friends  whom  I  consulted  as  to  the  course  I  ought 
to  pursue.  When  I  reached  Davie  I  heard  that  the  report 
was  abroad  there  and  here.  It  originated  Avith  others  and 
was  known  to  many  persons  before  I  ever  heard  of  it. 
As  the  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  allude  to  it  I  shall 
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l»ursiU'  tin-  coursi'  wliirli  I  think  llic  lair  ami  Imiiorable 
<.)ne  in  fleet  ioiiccriiii:  ]iiilili>li  the  whoh-  iiiatlei'  and  h'l 
tlie  iieiitlemaii  make  his  (Ic'leiiM'.  1  am  not  liis  accuser. 
1  shall  iiierelv  state  facts  which  lia\c  been  ])hiced  in  my 
])Ossessioii,  i)iil  which  1  lia<l  no  agency  in  procuring.  1 
merely  make  these  introductory  lemarks  to  show  that  I 
have  not  been  prompted  either  hv  desire  of  political  pre- 
ferment or  unfriendly  feeling  toward  ^Ir.  Kencher  to  hunt 
out  these  matters.  The  personal  relations  between  us 
have  hitherto  been  friendly.  I  think  it  due  to  him  that 
the  grave  charge  which  has  been  put  in  circulation  against 
him  should  assume  a  shape  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  offer 
his  defense  to  the  people. 

Tie  says:  "I  stop  the  press  to  correct  another  pitiful 
misrepresentation  which  is  intended  to  be  made,  if  it  has 
not  already  been  made,  in  some  parts  of  the  district.  It 
is  that  while  a  member  of  Congress  I  received  more  mile- 
age than  I  was  justly  entitled  by  law.  The  charge  is  to- 
tally untrue."  This  is  a  charge  directly  affecting  Mr. 
Rencher's  integTity  as  a  public  servant,  and  if  untrue 
those  who  made  it  deserve  the  most  severe  condemnation; 
but  if  it  be  tru£,  what  then  ?  Will  he  not  be  guilty  of  the 
double  offense,  of  first  taking  more  of  the  public  money 
than  he  was  entitled  to,  and  secondly,  of  denying  it  after 
having  done  so  ?  He  says  this  was  sent  in  a  letter  from 
Salisbury  to  Pittsborough,  etc.  Of  this  I  know  nothing. 
If  it  is  intended  to  insinuate  that  it  was  done  through 
my  agency  or  by  my  connivance  I  spurn  the  insinuation. 
Documents  have  been  placed  in  my  hands,  however,  which 
I  am  sorry  to  say  prove  the  charge  to  he  true.  Before  I 
give  you  the  facts  in  the  case  let  me  give  you  the  law.  I 
have  it  before  me.  Mr.  Bench  er  says,  "Under  the  law  as 
it  now  stands  members  of  Congress  are  paid  by  the  water 
route,  though  it  often  doubles  the  distance  by  land."  The 
Act  of  Congress  sai/s  that  "each  Representative  shall  be 
allowed  eight  dollars  for  every  20  miles  of  the  estimated 
distance,  by  the  most  usual  road,  from  his  place  of  resi- 
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dence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  at  the  commencement  and 
end  of  every  session.''  The  law  then  allows  ''eight  dollars 
for  every  :20  miles  of  the  estimated  distance  "by  the  iisnal 
road.'  JMr.  liencher  lives  at  Pittsborough,  and  the  most 
usual  road,  the  one  along  which  nine-tenths  of  the  passen- 
gers from  Raleigh  to  Washington  go,  is  by  Petersburg, 
Kichmond  and  Fredericksburg,  which  is  the  mail  route. 
What  is  the  estimated  distance  from  Pittsborough  to 
Washington  City  ?  Go  into  any  Post-Office  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  Post-Master  will  show  you  the  books  that  will 
give  you  the  estimated  distance.  I  have  that  published 
in  1828  before  me.  It  states  the  distance  to  be  324  miles 
at  that  time.  That  of  1836  is  also  before  me  and  states 
the. distance  at  319  miles.  Mr.  Rencher  says  he  some- 
times traveled  by  this  route  and  sometimes  went  by  other 
and  longer  ones,  but  he  does  not  recollect  his  mileage.  He 
was  in  Congress  from  1829  to  1839,  making  10  regular 
sessions  and  one  extra  session.  I  have  a  certified  copy  of 
his  account  from  the  Treasury  Department  for  each  of  the 
eleven  sessions,  showing  that  Mr.  Rencher  received  pay 
each  session  for  430  miles  going  to  Congress  and  430  miles 
returning  home.  I  have  also  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Dorsey, 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  who  pays  the  members,  which  shows 
that  Mr.  Rencher  certified  his  distance  to  be  430  miles. 
Let  us  suppose  the  longest  distance  stated  in  the  Post- 
office  books,  to  wit,  324  miles,  to  be  the  true  distance,  and 
it  will  appear  that  Mr.  Rencher  certified  his  mileage  to 
be  106  more  than  it  was  each  way,  or  212  miles  each  ses- 
sion more  than  it  was  and  received  pay  accordingly. 
Eleven  times  212  makes  2,332  miles,  which  at  $8  for 
every  20  miles,  or  40  cents  per  mile,  makes  $932.80, 
Avhich  he  received  from  the  Public  Treasury  more  than 
he  was  entitled  to  by  law.  Mr.  Rencher  admits  he  trav- 
eled the  mail  route  to  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  etc., 
sometimes.  How  happens  it  then  that  his  mileage  is  the 
same  every  session  ?  But  the  Act  of  Congress  allows  pay 
to  a  member  according  "to  the  estimated  distance  hi/  the 
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)iioi<t  ug^tal  road,'  and  nut  according  l<>  llif  distance  <»n  \\\\\ 
route  the  members  may  choose  to  travel.  If  the  hiw  al- 
lowed a  member  40  cents  per  mile  on  any  route  lu'  niiglit 
choose  to  go  it  might  suit  some  inend)ers  to  take  sliij)i)ing 
on  the  Pacific  and  sail  around  Cape  Horn  to  Wasliington. 

It  is  proper  to  say  thai  other  iiu  ndiers  frinii  North 
Carolina  did  not  charge  for  const riicli\<'  journeys.  Mr. 
Dorsey's  certificate  shows  the  mileage  of  (  ach  niend>er  of 
Congress  from  North  Carolina,  as.  certified  by  themselves, 
for  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the  24th  Congress,  com- 
mencing Tth  Dec.,  IS.'j."),  for  the  first  session,  and  ending 
3d  ^larch,  18137,  for  the  second  session.  This  shows  that 
while  j\Ir.  Rencher  is  certifying  his  distance  to  be  4I]0 
miles.  Dr.  ^rontgomery,  of  Orange,  who  lives  more  than 
20  miles  further  from  Raleigh,  charges  only  351  miles ; 
Mr.  ^Nfclvay,  of  the  Wilmington  District,  only  395,  and 
^fr.  Williams,  of  Surry,  390  miles. 

I  have  also  a  duly  certified  copy  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Mileage,  made  in  pursuance  of  one  of  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
first  session  of  the  last  Congress.  It  shows  that  Mr.  Hill. 
of  Stokes,  charged  for  350  miles;  Mr.  Williams,  390  miles, 
and  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Salisbury,  who  goes  right  by  IMr.  Ren- 
eher's  door,  a  distance  of  85  miles  from  Salisbury,  charges 
for  413  miles — 17  miles  less  than  'My.  Rencher. 

One  of  the  gi'eat  complaints  which  the  Whigs  urged 
against  the  Van  Burenites  was  their  extravagance.  I  ask 
the  Whigs  of  this  District  if  we  are  to  censure  constructive 
journeys  in  Thomas  H.  Benton,  and  cover  them  with  the 
mantle  of  charity  when  one  of  our  own  party  practices  the 
same  thing  ?  I  know  you  will  not.  All  honest  men  of 
every  party  will  look  upon  such  conduct,  by  whomsoever 
practiced,  with  disgiist  and  indignation.  Violent  parti- 
zans  may  overlook  it.  The  people  at  large,  who  love  their 
Covniry  more  than  their  parti/,  will  not. 

But  ^fr.  Rencher  will  endeavor  to  impair  the  force  of 
these  facts  bv  savins;  tliev  were  furnished  me  bv  his  ene- 
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mies — by  some  of  those  who  have  "felt  his  power  in  times 

past,  and  fear  it  in  times  to  come."     Your  good  sense  will 

teach  you  that  it  does  not  matter  where  it  comes  from. 

Your  inquiry  should  be,  is  it  true  ?     Our  friends  seldom 

hunt  up  and  expose  our  faults. 

Offer  of  a  joint  JSTow  that  Mr.  Rcncher  may  not  say  that  I  have  pub- 

meeting.  _  _      "^  ^  '- 

lished  this  charge  after  it  is  "too  late  to  be  contradicted" 
I  hereby  give  notice  to  him  and  to  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict that  I  will  be  at  Asheborough  with  my  documents  on 
Tuesday  of  May  Court ;  at  Salisbury,  on  Thursday  of  May 
Court;  at  Mocksville,  on  Friday,  the  7th  day  of  May;  at 
Lexing-ton,  on  Saturday,  the  8th  day  of  May;  and  at  Pitts- 
boro,  on  Tuesday  of  May  Court.  I  do  not  make  this  propo- 
sition by  way  of  challenge.  I  do  it  to  give  my  opponent, 
what  I  ask  for  myself,  a  fair  hearing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  fellow-citizen, 

Jonathan  Worth. 

Salisbury^  April  28th,  ISJfl. 


To  John  Long. 

AsHEBORo^  Jidy  8th,  185Jf. 
Your  letter  in  relation  to  getting  up  a  convention  to  ap- 
point Delegates  to  meet  those  of  Alamance  to  nominate  a 
Candidate  for  Senator  reached  me  after  I  had  my  horse 
in  my  buggy  to  go  to  Cumberland  to  attend  to  important 
business.  I  handed  your  letter  to  my  brother,  J.  M.  Worth, 
and  requested  him  to  confer  with  others  and  act  in  the 
premises  as  they  might  think  best.  He  reported  to  me  on 
my  return  that  all  thought  the  time  was  so  short  and  the 
season  so  busy  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  up  large 
primary  meetings;  that  it  was  evident  that  Dr.  Lane, 
though  pretending  extreme  reluctance,  intended  to  be  a 
Candidate,  and  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  by  delegates 
appointed  by  small  primary  meetings  would  furnish  him 
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with  the  very  \veapi»n  lie  il(  sired  to  Uat  liis  oppoiic  lit  ;  and 
all  eoneiirred,  therefore,  in  decdining  to  make  an  attempt 
to  get  up  a  Convention.  It  was  evitU-nl  Dr.  Lane's  friends 
would  not  partieipate  in  il.  Of  the  correctuess  of  tliese 
views  I  have  no  doubt. 

There  has  been  no  Convention  in  any  Coiinlv  beloiiiiing  Keusons anainst  a 
to  the  Congressional  District  in  which  Genl.  Dockery  and  "**"• 
I  ran  since  that  race  excepting  the  very  imposing  one  which 
nominati'd  Deberry^  to  the  exclusion  of  Dockery  and  J-.it- 
tle.  Public  prejudice  or  the  public  judgTucnt  is  inveterate 
against  them,  and  an  adroit  demagogue  can  beat  the  nomi- 
nee of  any  ordinary  convention. 

The  result  is  that  Dr.  Lane  is  likely  to  run  without  op- 
position. That  a  man  so  utterly  devoid  of  every  attribute 
of  a  gentleman  should  be  our  Senator  is  most  humiliating 
to  me.  He  exerts  a  powerful  influence  with  many  of  our 
citizens,  and  our  men  seeking  public  preferment  are  afraid 
to  incur  his  displeasure,  and  those  who  do  not  seek  such 
preferment  take  no  steps  to  bring  about  concerted  opposi- 
tion. 

There  would  be  no  danger  of  the  election  of  a  democrat  n;  Laneasacun- 
''  _  didate. 

if  two  Whigs  ran  for  the  Senate.  This  county  polled  in 
1840  1,017  Senate  votes.  Its  full  strength  has  not  been 
called  out  since.  The  vote  was  777  Whig,  240  dem.  I  do 
not  know  the  strength  of  Alamance,  but  I  suppose  the  ma- 
jority against  us  is  small. 

Dr.  Lane  has  never  got  a  large  vote.  His  opposition  has 
never  been  strong. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  hear  that  Alamance  will  Mebane.Fonst.and 

o  &        &  Holt  as  candidates. 

run  Mebane  in  the  Commons.  If  this  be  so  I  propose  that 
we  concentrate  on  I,  H.  Foust.  Hold  a  consultation  with 
Mr.  Troy,  Col.  Bro^vn  and  others.  I  think  we  can  elect 
Foust  without  his  being  a  Candidate.  If  we  fail,  it  can 
not  mortify  him  since  the  concentration  on  him  ought  to 
be  without  consulting  him — entirelv  without  his  knowl- 


'  Edward  Deberry,  of  Montgomery  county.     Member  of  Congress 
1829-1831,  1833-45,  1849-1851. 
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edge.  If  you  and  Troy  and  Brown  approve  this  plan  can 
you  suggest  any  other  name  so  suitable  '{  Your  location  en- 
ables you  to  know  something  of  Alamance.  If  you  three 
will  fix  on  the  man  to  be  voted  for  I  will  endorse. 

I  hear  that  Pleasant  Holt,  a  democrat,  is  a  Candidate 
and  that  he  is  with  us  on  the  public  lands  and  will  vote  for 
Badger.  If  this  be  so  I  will  vote  for  him  in  preference  to 
Lane.  My  preference  and  wish  is  that  Foust  be  fixed  on; 
and  that  concentration  be  brought  about  by  the  publication 
of  cards  somewhat  as  follows,  with  as  many  signatures  as 
can  be  conveniently  got. 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  Bandolph  and  Alamance, 
at  the  approaching  election,  propose  to  cast  our  votes  for 
Isaac  H.  Foust  to  represent  us  in  the  Senate  of  our  next 
Legislature,  and  hereby  invite  the  cooperation  of  those  who 
may  prefer  him  to  the  candidate  before  us. 

This  nomination  is  made  without  consulting  Mr.  Foust 
and  without  his  knowledge. 

July,  185J^. 

I  will  sign  such  a  paper  and  procure  many  others  to  sign 
it ;  but  I  think  the  plan,  if  you  approve  it,  had  better  seem 
to  originate  in  your  quarter. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 

P.  S. — If  Mebane  is  not  a  Candidate  for  the  Commons 
in  Alamance  then  I  would  run  him  instead  of  Foust. 


To  Isaac  Holt. 

AsHEBOKO,  July  8th,  185Jf. 
Discussion  of  situa-      You  find  events  developing  themselves  as  to  our  Candi- 

tion  as  to  candi-  ^       " 

date  for  State  sena-  (j^te  f  or  Senator  as  I  predicted.  ]S[o  opposition  can  be 
brought  out  against  Dr.  Lane  b}^  a  convention  which  can 
be  successful.  Public  prejudice  here  is  inveterate  against 
conventions.  An  adroit  demagogue  can  easily  create  the 
same  sentiment  in  Alamance.     Dr.  Lane's  popularity  is 
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greatly  overestimated,  lie  has  never  run  against  furniiJ- 
ablo  op})(>sition  and  has  never  !L;i»t  a  hiriic  vote.  A  very 
large  jiortion  nf  this  eounty  will  imt  \«-ic  Inr  liim  uiidcr 
any  eirciini^lniicrs.  TIkkc  who  arc  iiiiwilliiii:  ilini  one  so 
void  of  all  htint>i-ai»U'  s^'iitinients  as  Dr.  Lane  shall  be  our 
Senator  are  (h-terniiniui;  to  concentrate  and  vote  on  Meh- 
aiie,  altliouiih  he  is  not  a  ( 'aiididjih  .  lie  will  cii'taiuly 
receive  a  large  vote  in  this  county,  and  if  Alamance  should 
give  him  a  strong  pull  he  will  certainly  be  elected. 

Xothing  should  be  said  to  Mebane  about  [Hcsl  of  para- 
graph illegible.^ 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  soon.  I  heard  yesterday 
evening  that  Alamance  would  run  Mebane  in  the  Com- 
mons. If  this  be  true  it  will  be  necessary  to  concentrate 
on  some  other  man.  He  should  be  a  man  of  high  intelli- 
gence and  exemplary  moral  worth.  How  would  John 
Long,  I.  LL  Foust  or  Henry  Jj.  Elliott  do  ?  Can  yon  sug- 
gest another? 


To  CaJrIn  H.  Wiley.' 

AsHEBORo,  Sept.  21st,  1855. 

The  extremes  in  the  number  of  children  in  the  several  Questions  as  to  in- 
terpretation of  tlie 
districts  of  this  County  are  27  and  168.     The  Board  here  school  uiw. 

regard  the  35  Sec.  of  the  act  of  last  Session  requiring  them 

to  distribute  the  money  equally  among  the  districts  as  so 

flagrantly  unjust  and  unreasonable  tliat  we  are  extremely 

reluctant  to  carry  it  out. 

Do  you  regard  the  39th  and  4L'^t  sections  of  the  Act  as 
repealing  the  privilege  contained  in  the  charter  to  Xormal 
Colleges  to  free  certificates  to  teachers  ? 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  late  Act  at  what  time  do 
you  consider  the  Sheriffs  bound  to  account  for  the  School 
tax? 

The  53  Sec.  provides  only  for  blanks  on  which  Chair- 

*  Calvin  Henderson  Wiley,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of 
North  Carolina. 
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men  are  to  make  their  returns.  Are  no  more  blanks  to  be 
furnished  on  which  the  committee  of  examination  may  is- 
sue certificates  and  the  school  committee  make  their  re- 
turns ? 

I  now  need  blanks  of  both  the  latter  descriptions. 

Your  views  on  these  matters  will  much  oblige  me. 

I  suggest  for  your  consideration  whether  or  not  the 
blanks,  on  which  Chairmen  are  to  make  their  returns, 
ought  not  to  have  a  colmnn  showing  the  balance  due  the 
several  districts  at  the  annual  settlement  preceding. 

Can  you  or  the  State  derive  any  .useful  information 
from  the  column  reporting  the  names  of  teachers  and  their 
grade  of  scholarship,  that  it  seems  to  me  you  can  deduce 
no  satisfactory  conclusions  from  this  part  of  the  report. 
But  your  position  enables  you  to  see  the  workings  of  the 
system  throughout  the  State  and  possibly  it  may  be  of  use 
in  some  point  of  view  which  does  not  occur  to  me. 


To  Thomas  Bragg. 

AsHEBORO^  Oct.  10th,  1855. 
Request  for  advice  The  41  Sec.  of  the  Act  of  the  last  session  relating  to 
of  school  law.'  County  Schools,  forbidding  the  chairman  to  pay  a  draft 
in  favor  of  a  teacher  unless  he  exhibit  a  certificate  from 
the  committee  of  examination,  in  effect  repeals  the  4th 
Sec.  of  the  Act  of  1852  chartering  Normal  Colleges.  (See 
Acts  of  1852,  page  161),  if  the  Legislature  have  power 
to  repeal  this  provision  in  the  IST.  College  Charter. 

I  am  chairman  for  this  County,  and  upon  the  reasoning 
in  the  Mills  vs.  Williams,  11  Ired,,  558,  conclude  that  the 
Legislature  have  the  power  to  repeal,  but  I  feel  by  no  means 
certain  that  my  conclusion  is  correct. 

The  responsibility  of  deciding  on  this  question  at  their 
peril  ought  not  to  rest  on  chairmen.  I  submit  for  your 
consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  get  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Att.  Genl.  and  publish  it,  that  there  may  be  uni- 
formity of  action  on  the  part  of  chairmen. 
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To  11.  Do  in /his  tl-  (  'u. 

AsilEBOKO,    X.    ('..    Ihc.    I  si,    lS-')5. 

Yours  of  tlu'  20th  ult.  is  iiist  ivcoivcd.     The  c:entleinL'H  mm  (.fatu.ni.ysin 

•*  _        "  ltiiii<liil|>h  county. 

of  the  bar  ])rat'tieing  in  tliis  coiinly,  witli  their  Post  OtKee 
annexed,  find  below: 

Geo.  C.  Mendenhall,  Win.  1*.  Mciidi  iihall,  Jamestown, 
Guilford  Co.,  A'.  C. 

John  A.  Gilmer,  Kalph  Gorrell,  Kobt.  1*.  Dick,  James 
T.  ^lorehead,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

J.  M.  Leach,  James  Long,  Lexington,  N.  C 

AVm.  W.  Long,  Long's  Mill,  llandolph  County,  N.   C. 

D.  W.  C.  Johnson,  Eden,  Eandolph  County,  N.  C. 

Jonathan  Worth  (residing  in  Randolph  County), 
James  M.  A.  Drake,  R.  H.  Brown,  Asheboro,  N.  C. 

J.  J.  Jackson,  Pittsboro,  N.  C. 

The  undersigned  and  his  son-in-law,  J.  J.  Jackson,  prac- 
tice in  Co-partnership  in  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Chat- 
ham, Moore  and  Harnett.  There  is  no  other  partnership 
among  the  members  of  the  bar  here  so  far  as  I  know.  I 
understand  your  inquiry  as  to  partnerships  to  apply  to 
legal  and  not  mercantile  co-partnerships. 


To 

Asheboro,  July  12th,  1S56. 
My  Dear  Sir  : — I  thank  vou  for  your  friendly  letter  of  Dissatisfaction 

.    .  with  national  con- 

the  6th.  I  am  as  you  know  a  Whig  of  the  original  parcel,  ventions. 
but  I  am  attached  to  the  Union  in  much  \jnext  three  lines 
illegible']  hence  I  thought  both  parties  ought  to  have 
nominated  .for  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency  those 
who  in  the  late  turmoil  had  the  moral  courage  to  breast  the 
storm  while  the  issue  was  uncertain.  Hence  I  had  decided 
if  the  democrats  nominated  Cass  or  Douglas  and  the  Whigs 
nominated  any  man  who,  though  he  might  be  for  the  com- 
promise, measures,  was  willing  to  avoid  the  displeasure  of 
the  extremists  by  suppressing  his  opinions,  I  would  vote 
4 
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Reasons  for  sup- 
port of  Scott. 


Opinion  of 
Filmore. 


for  the  democrat.  Such  I  think  was  the  position  of  Gen- 
eral Scott.  I  thought  he  was  sound  on  the  compromise 
but  that  he  was  willing  for  the  sake  of  the  presidency  to 
refrain  from  a  public  avowal  of  his  position  at  the  instance 
of  the  abolition  Whigs,  and  thereby  allow  them  to  use  his 
name  as  a  means  of  breaking  down ;  Filmore  and  Webster. 
The  abolition  Whigs  knew  they  could  not  nominate  a  man 
of  their  own  stamp  wdth  any  chance  of  success,  but  were 
willing  to  support  one  who  had  rendered  himself  less  ob- 
noxious by  having  been  less  prominent  and  Avho  was  willing 
to  offer  them  the  courtesy  of  his  silence  till  after  the  nomi- 
nation as  a  bid  for  their  votes.  He  took  pains  that  the 
South  should  know  his  real  sentiments,  but  under  color 
of  a  high  sense  of  decorum  and  dignity  procured  the  sup- 
port of  the  abolition  Whigs  by  refraining  from  a  public 
avowal  of  his  opinion  through  the  press.  These  are  (I  am 
sorry  to  say,  are  )  my  views. 

But  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  decide  on  supporting 
the  nominees  of  the  Whig  Convention  in  preference  to  those 
of  the  democrats.  The  democratic  nomination  was  subject 
to  all  my  objections  against  Scott,  and  w^ould  not  carry 
out  one  of  my  principles  while  the  Whig  nominee  would. 
Besides,  I  have  never  doubted  the  success  of  the  Whig 
nomination.  I  think  Scott  will  get  more  votes  than  Fil- 
more or  W^ebster.  Churubusco,  Chapultepec,  Mexico  will 
have  the  claims  of  the  battle  of  l^ew  Orleans.  And  it  has 
become  a  settled  precedent  with  Whig  presidents  to  [^next 
line  illegible]  the  Whig  Convention  made  a  provision  for 
that  very  contingency  which  meets  my  heartiest  approval. 
I  shall  support  the  nominee  by  every  fair  means  in  my 
power. 

I  formed  my  opinion  of  Filmore  while  he  was  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  head  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  I  regarded  him  then,  and  I  have 
since  become  confirmed  in  it,  as  one  of  the  very  few  men 
in  the  high  political  station  who  "would  rather  be  right 
than  be  President." 
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1  Unw  jt('rli;i|is  troubled  vt.ui  lu<i  niiicli  with  iiiv  liiimble 
views. 

This  cuiintv  will  tlo  all  you  will  expect  from  her.  i 
have  the  \aniiy  tu  helieve  that  I  constitute  my  full  share 
in  forniinii-  and  establishing-  her  ])t)litieal  position,  and, 
howt'vor  it  may  have  been  furiued,  no  county  in  the  State 
has  been  luore  stable  fen-  the  last  12  years. 

1  should  b(>  <>lad  to  be  satisfied  that  Scott's  refusal  to 
publish  his  opinions  on  the  compromise  before  his  nomina- 
tion sprantr  from  no  motive  unworthy  of  tlio  fi'aid<  and 
nohle  soldier. 


From  S.  S.  Jacksoa  to  J .  J.  .Jackson.^ 

AsHEBORO,  Dec.  llfli.  '■'>(>. 
I  understand  that  you  are  in  Raleia-h  and  therefore  1  Regnniingappoint- 

•^  ^  ment  as  tutor  of 

write  this  line  and  direct  it  to  that  place.     You  know  that  university  of  xorth 

'-  Carolina. 

I  was  at  home  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  went  from  there  to  ^ 
Cli.  Ilill  in  order  to  see  something  about  the  Tutorship 
that  was  offered  me.  When  I  got  to  Ch.  Hill  I  found 
that  the  Faculty  did  not  have  the  power  to  appoint  the 
Tutor.  But  their  duty  was  to  recommend  some  names  to 
the  Trustees  and  out  of  the  number  the  Trustees  would 
make  the  selection.  I  think  that  I  can  safely  say  that  I 
have  no  fears  about  being  elected,  provided — What  I  wish 
you  to  do  is  to  make  inquiry  when  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  is. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  F.  ]\[.  Hubbard  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
but  have  not  as  yet  heard  from  him,  and  for  fear  that  he 
may  neglect  to  inform  me  immediately  I  therefore  wish 
you  to  do  it.  Make  the  inquiry  as  if  you  had  no  particu- 
lar motive.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  the  meeting  has 
been  held.  If  that  is  the  case  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would 
ask  if  they  had  selected  any  one  to  supply  the  vacancies 


•S.  S.  Jackson,  of  Pittsboro,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  the  class  of  1854.  He  was  later  a  Tutor  in  the  institution 
and,  after  the  Civil  War  a  lawyer. 
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which  had  been  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Messrs. 
Brown,  Wetmore,  etc.  And  if  so,  who.  All  these  things 
can  be  ascertained  from  Gov.  Manly.  You  know  that  at 
the  last  County  Court  of  Chatham  Gov.  Manly  had  a  lit- 
tle conversation  with  me  about  it. 

As  soon  as  I  hear  who  is  elected,  and  should  I  be  the 
one,  I  shall  go  immediately  to  Chatham  and  from  there 
to  Ch.  Hill  and  from  there  to  Raleigh.  I  shall  marry 
some  time  this  month  and  go  probably  to  Petersburg.  It 
is  my  present  intention  so  to  do.  Everything  is  now  agree- 
able. 

I  have  understood  that  the  land  on  the  river  was  not  sold 
by  Hugh  Waddell.  If  that  is  the  case,  and  if  it  is  to  be 
sold  at  February  Court,  I  think  that  you  ought  to  have  it 
advertised. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  Bill  for  the  Coal  Field  Road  is 
now  almost  certain  to  pass.  If  you  are  very  flush  of  money 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  get  a  little.  I  borrowed  a  little  from 
an  old  man  in  the  Cty.  of  Chatham  but  it  is  dwindled 
down.  I  bought  some  clothes  and  joined  the  Masons,  etc., 
all  of  which  I  had  to  pay. 

All  are  very  well.  Mr.  Worth  is  in  Cumberland;  will 
be  back  in  a  few  days.  Give  my  love  to  all  at  home,  Sis 
Mary,  etc. 


To  Rev.  George  McNeill. 

AsHEBORO,  Dec.  21th,  1856. 
Regarding  a  posi-        You  are  at  liberty  to  refer  to  me  and  to  command  any 

tion  111  the  Univer-  -^  -^ 

sity  faculty.  influence  I  possess  in  relation  to  obtaining  the  situation 

you  desire  in  the  University,  but  it  will  not  be  possible  for 
me  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  at  which  the  ap- 
pointment is  to  be  made.  I  have  no  doubt  your  scholastic 
attainments  would  enable  you  to  fill  the  chair  of  adjunct 
Professor  of  Languages  with  credit  to  yourself  and  the 
University.  I  wished  to  have  answered  by  the  last  mail 
but  I  knew  that  my  new  son-in-law,  S.  S.  Jackson,  was 
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promised  by  the  faculty  the  post  of  tutor  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages;  that  he  had,  at  the  request  of  Gov.  Swain, 
lately  visited  Chapel  Hill  and  thought  I  might  be  able  on 
seeing  him  to  get  some  information  on  the  subject  which 
might  be  useful  to  you.  His  understanding  is  that  no  ad- 
junct professor  of  languages  is  to  be  appointed  and  he  is 
unable  to  inform  me  whether  any  persons  have  been  fixed 
upon  by  the  faculty  to  be  recommended  for  the  other  va- 
cancies. He  graduated  with  the  first  distinction  18  months 
ago  and  I  understand  was  invited  by  the  faculty  to  be  a 
candidate,  and  I  suppose  will  of  course  receive  the  appoint- 
ment of  tutor. 

We  are  all  w^ell  and  should  be  happy  to  hear  that  you 
had  been  restored  to  perfect  health. 


To  Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

AsHEBOKO,  March  8tli,  1858. 

I  have  been  grievously  oppressed  with  business  for  a  fpi^areut  otoMi 
few  weeks  past,  so  that  I  have  not  attended  to  everything  ^^^^'^^  accounts, 
in  due  time.  I  reed,  from  you  a  letter,  now  mislaid,  in 
which  you  stated  you  thought  there  was  error  in  my  ac- 
count as  chairman,  or  that  it  was  not  quite  intelligible. 
My  recollection  is  that  you  did  not  specify  the  difficulty. 
I  think  there  can  be  no  inaccuracy  and  suppose  the  point 
is  this,  in  this  County  no  schools  are  taught  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  the  principle  of  division  long  adopted  by  us 
makes  the  calculation  distributing  the  money  among  the 
districts  troublesome.  The  money  received  "in  the  spring 
would  not  be  used  by  the  districts,  if  divided,  till  the  Fall 
Dividend  and  the  County  tax  come  to  hand.  Immediately 
after  they  come  to  hand  I  make  up  my  account,  and  this 
is  the  account  sent  you  in  the  Fall  of  the  next  year  and 
consequently  does  not  embrace  the  Spring  dividend  received 
from  the  State  after  the  account  is  made  out.  All  my  ac- 
counts show  that  I  am  charged  only  with  the  funds  received 
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up  to  the  time  it  is  made  out,  aud  do  uot  purport  to  em- 
brace the  dividend  received  in  May  following.  If  you  are 
reviewing  them  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  bal.  in 
the  hands  of  the  chm.  at  the  date  of  the  return  of  the  ac- 
count to  you,  then  to  the  balance  in  my  hands,  as  shown  at 
the  time  the  return  is  made  to  you,  should  be  added  the 
dividend  received  the  previous  spring.  My  account  pur- 
ports to  make  me  Dr.  to  cash  reed,  and  balance  in  my 
hands  at  the  date  of  making  it  out  in  the  Fall,  say  1856, 
and  my  disbursements  to  the  time  it  is  returned  to  you,  say 
Fall  1857,  and  does  not  purport  to  include  on  the  debtor 
side  anything  received  in  1857. 

If  I  have  not  made  myself  intelligible  or  the  supposed 
error  is  in  some  other  particular,  I  will  be  at  any  pains  to 
explain  as  I  have  always  endeavored  to  be  strictly  accu- 
rate, and  have  always  so  proved  my  accounts  that  I  felt 
certain  they  were  right.  When  a  chance  school  is  taught 
after  the  receipt  of  the  Spring  Dividend  I  always  pay  the 
district  its  supposed  share  of  the  Spring  dividend  and 
charge  it  to  the  district,  and  if  it  turns  out  to  be  more  or 
less  than  proves  to  be  due  it  is  unimportant.  This  mode 
of  keeping  the  account  injures  nobody  and  saves  me  much 
labor. 

I  ought  perhaps  to  have  declined  to  serve  as  chairman 
the  past  and  present  years,  because  in  addition  to  my 
other  heavy  business  engagements  other  heavy  duties  in- 
voluntarily devolve  on  me,  so  that  I  have  been  oppressed 
by  my  engagements  and  may  not  have  attended  to  all  the 
details  with  sufficient  accuracy.  I  have  been  induced  to 
retain  the  post  because  I  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  system  and  feared  no  successor  w^ould  be  found  who 
would  discharge  the  duties  so  well.  If  I  have  committed 
an  error,  especially  in  relation  to  my  pecuniary  duties,  it 
would  be  exceedingly  mortifying  to  me. 

Greensboro. 
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To  John  A.  Gilmer.' 

AsiiEBORO,  Mar.  9th,  185S. 
In  reply  to  voiirs  of  the  4tli  iust.  I  am  for  any  course  Attitude  towards 

i-    "J  'J  ^         ^  "    ^  arrairs  m  Kansas. 

in  relation  to  the  Lecompton  constitution  Avhich  will  put  f,|J^ncf|n"^[j^er' 
an  end  to  agitation  in  Congress.     Not  a  particle  of  the  ex- 
citement i^revails  among  any  class  of  our  people  which 
seems  to  agitate  Congress. 

I  think  the  leading  principle  of  the  Xebraska  act  is 
right,  that  the  most  abominable  frauds  were  practiced  in 
the  Kansas  elections  and  that  it  will  be  right,  per  se,  to 
let  them  vote  again,  and  I  feel  indifferent  as  to  the  result 
of  the  election,  and  such  I  believe  is  the  general  sentiment 
of  nearly  all  with  whom  I  have  had  intercourse ;  but  I  have 
confidence  that  you  wall  not  allow  excitement  to  control 
your  judgment,  and  know  your  means  of  understanding  all 
the  points  are  far  better  than  mine  and  have  no  doubt  the 
course  you  may  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt  will  be  the 
result  of  reasoning  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  me.  I 
have  no  idea  slavery  will  long  exist  in  Kansas  and  think 
we  are  fighting  for  a  shadow. 

[P.  S.] — ^^Yhat  about  Pennal  Hendricks? 


To  John  A.  Gilmer. 

AsHEBOKo,  May  26th,  1858. 
You  will  have  learned  that  I  am  a  candidate  to  represent  Asks  assistance  in 

^  keeping  Dr.  Lane 

Randolph  and  Alamance  in  the  Senate  and  that  Dr.  Lane  eaTdidacy^fOT  ^^^ 
is  threatening  to  oppose  me.     I  can  not  learn  that  he  has  ^^^^^  senate, 
yet  fully  declared  himself  a  candidate.     If  he  should  come 
out  it  is  manifest  that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  our  party 
and  might  possibly  result  in  the  election  of  a  democrat. 


^  John  A.  Gilmer  was  at  this  time  a  Whig  Member  of  CoDgress.  He 
had  been  defeated  in  1856  for  Governor  by  Thomas  Bragg.  Lincoln, 
in  1861,  offered  him  a  place  in  his  Cabinet  in  the  hope  of  encouraging 
confidence  in  the  State  in  the  Republican  administration,  but  Gil- 
mer declined  to  accept. 
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All  the  intelligent  men  of  our  party  in  both  Counties,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  will  support  me  and  I  can  not  doubt  the 
result  of  the  election.  But  as  this  is  the  year  when  free 
suffrage^  takes  effect,  if  he  is  a  candidate  he  will  try  to 
raise  some  new  issue  with  me,  will  talk  about  aristocracy, 
start  innumerable  rumors,  etc.,  and  the  contest  will  be  un- 
pleasant and  pernicious  to  our  party  whatever  may  be  the 
issue. 

If  anybody  can  influence  him  to  desist  and  hold  off  it 
is  yourself.  I  do  not  desire  you  to  exercise  that  influence 
as  a  personal  favor  to  me,  but  to  prevent  a  schism  in  our 
party.  A  personal  contest  must  have  this  effect.  Possibly 
the  question  may  arise  in  your  mind,  why  not  avoid  this 
by  withdrawing  yourself?  This  answer  is  that  the  most 
intelligent  and  orderly  citizens  of  this  county  will  not 
support  Lane  under  any  circumstances,  but  if  our  party 
will  bring  forward  any  good  man  I  will  withdraw  mo7'e 
than  willingly. 

[The  remainder  of  the  letter  is  missing.'] 


To  Alfred  G.  F osier r 

AsHEBORO,  June  10th,  1858. 
Politics  in  HaviuG;  decided  to  be  a  Candidate  it  becomes  necessary 

Alamance  and  o  '^ 

Randolph.  £qj.  ^^-^^  ^^  resigii  my  office  of  Clerk  and  Master  in  Equity. 

There  is  no  one  here  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  ofSce,  and  I  know  of  no  one  who  desires  to  fill  it.  It 
may  suit  me  after  serving  a  session  in  the  Legislature  or, 
by  possibility,  after  being  beaten,  to  resume  the  ofiice.  In 
1840  my  friend  XL  B.  Elliott  accepted  the  ofiice,  appointed 
me  his  deputy  and  resigned  on  my  return  from  the  Legis- 
lature.    Will  you  oblige  me  in  like  manner  ? 


'  Prior  to  this  no  one  could  vote  for  a  State  Senator  without  a  free- 
hold qualification  of  fifty  acres  of  land. 

'^Alfred  G.  Foster  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  from  Randolph  county. 
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I  still  hear  Dr.  Lane  will  run,  and  rumor  says  that  Geo. 
(not  Billy)  Patterson,  of  Alamance,  is  debating  the  ques- 
tion whether  he  shall  not  raise  the  Democratic  flag.  I 
hear  of  no  man  of  much  iniluence  or  intelligence  of  either 
party  who  is  the  open  friend  of  Lane,  but  on  the  contrary 
that  all  such  in  both  counties  are  zealously  for  me;  but 
an  anxiety  prevails  among  my  friends  that  he  will  out- 
electioneer  and  beat  me  among  the  non- freeholders.  I  can 
not  see  good  grounds  for  these  fears.  I  hear  very  cheering 
accounts  from  Alamance  and  believe  I  shall  have  little 
trouble  if  no  Democrat  comes  into  the  field ;  and  am  by  no 
means  sure  that  the  appearance  of  a  democrat  would  not 
produce  a  rally  of  our  party  friends  on  me.  I  look  upon 
a  four  weeks  tour  of  electioneering  with  such  a  vile  com- 
petitor as  Lane  with  anything  but  pleasurable  anticipa- 
tions, but  I  am  resolved  to  keep  my  temper  and  hope  to 
beat  him  bad  enough  to  keep  him  out  of  anybody's  way  in 
the  future. 

What  are  the  prospects  in  your  neighborhood  ?  Will  B. 
Craven  be  against  me,  and  if  so,  how  many  can  he  carry  ? 

LaGrange. 


To  John  M.  Dick.'' 

AsHEBORO^  July  5th,  1S58. 
You  will  have  heard  that  I  am  a  candidate  for  the  Leg-  suggestions  as  to 

his  successor  as 

islature  and  consequently  must  resign  my  office  as  Clerk  cierk  and  Master. 
and  Master  to  the  judge  who  is  to  ride  this  circuit  this  Fall. 
I  know  of  no  one  who  desires  the  appointment  and  would 
like  to  have  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Long  or  my  son-in-law,  J.  J. 
Jackson,  appointed,  who  upon  the  contingency  of  my  de- 
feat or  on  my  return  from  the  Legislature  would  resign 
so  that  I  might  be  re-appointed  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  Court. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  let  me  know  which  of  the 
Judges  is  to  ride  this  Circuit  this  Fall? 


^  John  M.  Dick,  of  Guilford  county,  was  a  Superior  Court  Judge, 
who  had  been  on  the  bench  for  many  years. 
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To  B.  F.  Moore.^ 

AsHEBORo,  Aug.  7th,  1858. 

ap?oTiftmenfof°  ^  *^^  ^^'^^^  ^^^'®  perceivecl  that  I  am  elected  by  a  very 
Clerk  and  Master,  large  majority,  beating  my  Whig  oi3poneut,  Lane,  1,056^ 
and  my  democratic  opponent  about  500.  I  did  not  learn 
that  no  successor  was  appointed  for  Ellis"  till  I  got  your 
letter,  and  immediately  wrote  Judge  Saunders  enclosing 
my  resignation  to  all  the  judges  couched  in  the  terms  you 
suggested.     I  have  heard  nothing  from  him. 

If  democratic  feeling  runs  too  strong  for  the  judge  to 
appoint  Foster,  as  I  requested,  get  him  to  appoint  my  son- 
in-law,  Samuel  S.  Jackson.  He  is  temporarily  a  tutor  at 
Chapel  Hill,  expecting  to  return  to  this  place,  which  is  his 
residence,  and  resume  the  practice  of  the  law  soon,  and  I 
would  be  glad  if  the  appointment  were  conferred  on  him 
for  his  own  benefit  at  next  Fall  Term.  I  desire  this  only 
in  case  the  judge  should  make  objections  to  appointing 
Foster  for  political  reasons. 

I  am  embarrassed  as  to  my  resigTiation  but  say  nothing 
about  it,  even  to  my  friends,  and  presume  nothing  will  be 
said  unless  Judge  Saunders  or  the  successor  of  Judge  Ellis 
shall  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  others.  Will  they  do  so  ? 
Under  the  very  large  majority  in  my  favor  and  considering 
that  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  resign  I  trust  they  will  not 
be  disposed  to  occasion  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  and 
expense  which  might  possibly  grow  o\it  of  it,  if  the  matter 
should  acquire  any  notoriety.  If  you  can  in  any  way  serve 
me  in  this  matter,  consistent  with  what  you  deem  proper 
on  your  part  and  mine,  I  shall  be  much  obliged. 


>  B.  F.  Moore,  of  Wake,  one  of  the  leading  Whigs,  and  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  State. 

2  John  W.  Ellis,  of  Rowan,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  district  and 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  governor.  He  defeated  D.  K.  McRae, 
of  Cumberland. 
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To  B.  M.  Saunders.' 

AsHEBORO;,  Aug.  28th,  1858. 
I  inclosed  to  B.  F.  Moore,  Esqr.,  about  the  20th  inst.,  my  Regarding resigna- 

^  -^     '  7       i/    tion  as  Clerk  and 

resignation  of  the  office  of  Clerk  and  Master  in  Equity  for  Jo*^,f^e^nf  o'f''' 
this  County,  addressed  to  the  judge  next  to  ride  this  cir-  successor.  • 
cuit,  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  who  might  be  appointed 
successor  to  Judge  Ellis.  When  the  appointment  of  a  suc- 
cessor to  Judge  Ellis  was  postponed  till  after  the  5th  Aug. 
Mr.  Moore  wrote  me  that  he  would  send  my  resignation 
to  you,  which  I  suppose  he  did,  and  on  the  2d  Aug.  I  in- 
closed to  you  another  resignation  addressed  to  any  and 
every  judge  in  the  State.  I  j)resume  you  received  both 
resignations,  but  no  successor  has  been  appointed  by  Judge 
Heath,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  to  fill  the  vacancy  till  Court. 
From  the  date  of  my  first  resignation  I  have  ceased  to  act, 
and  there  are  many  things  highly  necessary  to  be  done  in 
the  office  before  Court.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  you 
may  have  forgotten  to  hand  the  resignation  to  Judge  Heath. 

I  hope  some  one  may  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
till  Court.  I  suggested  Mr.  Alfred  Foster.  If  the  sug- 
gestion should  not  suit,  my  son-in-law,  S.  S.  Jackson,  now 
a  tutor  at  Chapel  Hill,  would  accept.  If  neither  should  be 
suitable,  I  hope  some  other  fit  person  may  be  appointed 
without  delay. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  how  this  matter  stands  and 
oblige. 


To  TJiomas  Rujfin,  Jr.^ 

AsHEBOEo,  Aug.  28th,  1858. 
Some  short  time  before  the  day  first  appointed  bv  Gov-  Regarding  resigna- 

^'  i  J^  •'  tion  as  Clerk  and 

eruor  Bragg  for  appointing  a  successor  to  Judge  Ellis,  who  p^lintment^of his 
would  have  ridden  this  Circuit  this  Fall,  I  inclosed  to  B.  ^^^^essor. 


^  R.  M.  Saunders  was  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 
'Thomas  Ruffin,  Jr.,  a  son  of  Chief  Justice  Ruffin,  was  Solicitor  of 
the  judicial  district  of  which  Randolph  was  a  part. 
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F,  Moore  my  resignation  as  clerk  and  master  of  this 
County,  directed  and  to  be  delivered  to  such  successor. 
The  time  for  the  appointment  of  his  successor  was  post- 
poned till  after  the  election.  On  learning  this  from  Mr. 
Moore  I  inclosed  on  the  2d  Aug.  to  Judge  Saunders  my 
resignation,  addressed  to  any  and  every  judge  in  J^orth 
Carolina.  Mr.  Mason  wrote  me  that  he  and  Mr.  Badger 
thought  this  would  be  sufficient.  I  take  it  he  delivered  the 
first  resignation  to  Judge  Saunders.  I  have  considered 
myself  as  out  of  office  since  my  first  resignation,  and  have 
not  since  acted.  There  are  a  good  many  things  which 
ought  to  be  done  in  the  office  before  Court.  !Ro  successor 
has  been  appointed.  I  desired  that  my  friend  Alf.  G. 
Foster  should  be  appointed,  who  would  resign  and  let  me 
resume  the  office  on  my  return  from  the  Legislature.  I 
know  no  one  fully  competent  to  fill  it.  My  son-in-law, 
Sam.  Jackson,  now  a  tutor  at  Chapel  Hill,  expects  to  re- 
turn here  soon  and  resume  the  practice  of  the  law.  If  the 
judge  prefer  it  the  appointment  might  be  conferred  on 
him,  with  the  view  to  his  regular  appointment.  I  would 
rather  he  hold  that  office  than  to  retain  it  myself.  But  at 
all  events  the  vacancy  should  be  filled  by  somebody  till 
Court. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  Judge  Heath,  and  do  not 
know  where  to  address  him.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to 
see  the  Judge  at  the  opening  of  the  first  Court  on  this  Cir- 
cuit and  get  him  to  appoint  some  one.  [^Last  three  lines 
can  not  he  read.'] 

Graham. 


To  W.  L.  Springs. 

AsHEBORo,  Sept.  30th,  1858. 

ria?sufu*)fc*iothes."  ^  bclicve  it  is  conceded  that  you  know  better  than  any 
other  Philadelphian  not  only  what  "sort  of  stuff  is  most 
suitable  to  make  josey  coats  for  the  common  sort  of  people's 
cliildi-cu  in  North  Carolina,  but  also  the  material  suited  to 
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tlie  taste  of  our  better  sort  of  people."  Having  the  honor 
to  be  a  Senator  in  our  next  Legislature  I  want  a  suit  of 
clothes  suitable  for  the  occasion. 

Will  you  give  friend  Berg  the  aid  of  your  taste  in  mak- 
ing the  selection;  and  if  you  should  be  sending  a  box  of 
goods  to  any  of  my  friends  in  this  vicinity  pack  them.  If 
not,  let  them  come  in  a  box  to  me. 

Philadelphia. 


To  John  W.  Syme.^ 

Asheboko,  Feh.  22d,  1859. 
I  intended  to  have  asked  the  use  of  your  columns,  in  Request  to  have 

•J  space  lor  reply  to 

your  next  issue,  to  reply  to  Mr.  Fisher's"  communication  pianatkm  of  th^ 
offered  to  the  Senate  on  the  last  night  of  the  session  of  the  ™^"^'^- 
Legislature  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  but  other  im- 
perative duties  have  compelled  me  to  postpone  it  for  a  few 
days.  This  communication  derives  dignity  only  from  the 
fact  that  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Ashe  and  Hon.  Bed- 
ford Brown  and  others  deemed  it  a  proper  document  to  be 
presented  to  the  Senate  and  printed,  luitliout  reading,  by 
order  of  the  Senate.  Any  sensible  man  who  will  read  the 
report  of  the  committee,  sig-ned  by  four  of  its  members  and 
endorsed  as  to  its  facts  and  the  manner  of  ascertaining 
them  by  the  fifth,  and  this  communication  which,  without 
colorable  gi"ounds,  singles  me  out  as  the  object  of  Mr. 
F.'s  malice,  will  see  that  not  a  fact  in  the  report  is  met 
by  anything  but  the  ipse  dixit  of  Mr.  Fisher,  opposed 
to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

I  shall  at  an  early  day    reply  to    the    communication 
wJtiich,  both  in  its  matter  and  manner,  is  an  insult  to  the 


'  Editor  of  the  Raleigh  Register,  the  leading  Whig  paper  of  the 
State. 

2  Charles  F.  Fisher,  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  Com- 
pany. The  road  had  been  long  in  control  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  there  were  accusations  of  gross  mismanagement.  Mr.  Worth  had 
secured  a  committee  of  investigation,  of  which  he  was  chairman. 
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Legislature  whose  committee,  through  me,  is  arrogantly 
assailed. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  Speaker  would  present  or 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  ask  the  printing  of  such  a  paper 
without  knowing  its  contents,  I  shall  therefore  treat  it  as 
a  document  couched  in  terms  which  Messrs.  Ashe,  Brown 
and  others  of  the  party  deemed  respectful  to  the  Genl. 
Assembly. 

Please  insert  this  note  in  your  next  issue. 


To  JoJiii  ^Y.  Syme. 

AsHEBORO,  Mar.  2d,   1859. 

ffpiy^oli/plfheT  I  have  been  quite  unwell  and  so  occupied  with  business 
and  visitors  that  I  have  been  unable  to  bestow  proper  care 
on  my  reply  to  Mr.  Fisher.  It  is  longer  than  I  could  wish 
and  yet  I  leave  many  of  his  assertions  unanswered.  I 
have  not  time  to  transcribe  it  and  improve  and  abbreviate 
it.  If  you  think  it  too  long  or  for  any  other  reason  decline 
to  publish  it,  please  return  it  to  me  by  mail,  and  I  will 
refund  the. postage. 

I  regard  it  not  in  the  light  of  a  personal  matter,  but  the 
attempt  to  procure  an  order  of  the  Senate  to  print,  without 
reading,  a  document  abounding  in  offensive  and  insulting 
expressions  to  a  committee,  or,  if  they  choose,  to  me  as 
chairman.  It  is  the  most  insolent  attempt  by  a  party 
majority  to  degrade  and  insult  a  minority  of  which  I 
have  any  recollection  in  legislation. 


To  Mess^rs.  Long  and  Slier icood.^ 

AsHEBORo,  Mar.  2d,  1859. 
In  retfarri  to  reply       I  have  been  much  indisposed  since  my  return  from  Ea- 

to  Mr.  FlshlT.  '-  -^ 

leigh,  and  with  the  press  of  business  long  postponed  have 
not  found  time  to  reply  to  Fisher.     His  communication 


1  Editors  and  publishers  of  the  Greensboro  Patriot  and  Flag. 
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is  too  offensive  and  pointless  to  justify  me  in  replying 
but  for  his  endorsers,  Clark,  Ashe,  Brown  and  others,  I 
shall  send  my  reply  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Register, 
because  I  shall  direct  a  portion  of  it  to  those  Senators  who 
proposed  to  print  it,  without  reading,  by  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  because  it  is  the  central  Whig  paper.  My  pref- 
erence would  be  to  publish  it  through  your  paper,  which 
I  think  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  State  for  the  manly 
stand  you  long  since  took  and  have  steadily  maintained 
against  the  little  president.  It  is  principally  written — is 
long  and  the  Register  may  decline  to  publish  it.  I  do 
hope  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  the  Whigs  may  have 
a  paper  at  Ealeigh  worthy  of  their  patronage. 

I  observe  by  a  memo,  in  my  possession  that  Mr.  Plan- 
ner paid  me  $2,  his  subscription  for  my  report  which 
you  are  printing.  Is  it  marked  paid  on  the  list  I  left  with 
you  ?  If  it  is  not  so  marked  mark  it  paid.  Let  me  know 
and  I  will  send  it  to  you. 


To  Jo.  Holt. 


AsHEBOKO,  Mar.  3d,  IS 59. 
I  think  I  stnt  you  a  copy  of  my  report  on  the  affairs  Accompanying  a 

■^  ^  ^  ^  r  ^  j,Qpy  qj.  jjjg  railroad 

of  the  North  Carolina  Rail  Road.  It  has  been  assailed  report, 
by  Fisher  with  such  unbecoming  abuse  and  the  democ- 
racy of  the  Senate  attempted  so  gross  an  insult  on  me  as 
a  Senator  by  attempting  to  print,  by  order  of  the  Senate, 
without  reading,  this  indecorous  reply,  that  I  have  felt 
much  solicitude  to  know  how  my  report  has  been  received 
by  my  Alamance  constituents.  I  hope  I  shall  never  be 
asked  to  be  a  candidate  again,  and  my  solicitude  there- 
fore springs  from  no  wish  to  ask  further  honors  at  their 
hands,  but  only  from  a  desire  to  deserve  the  extraordinary 
confidence  they  repose  in  me.  As  the  Road  runs  through 
your  County  and  the  report  has  attracted  much  attention 
generally,  I  suppose,  it  must  have  attracted  a  good  deal 
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of  attention.  I  think  there  is  not  a  fact  in  it  which  can 
not  be  sustained.  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  my  Ala- 
mance friends. 


To  Peter  D.  Swain. 

AsHEBORO^  Mar.  3d,  1859. 
Asks  for  informa-        J  gg^t  YOU  as  early  as  I  could  a  copy  of  my  iST.  C.  R.  R. 

tion  as  to  ettect  of  >'  "^  •   i  i 

his  report.  report.     It   turned  out,   as  I  expected,   that  Fisher   and 

democracy  would  try  to  annihilate  me.  I  do  not  feel  in 
the  slightest  degree  damaged,  but  have  a  natural  desire  to 
know  how  my  report  is  received  among  my  constituents 
of  Alamance. 

Please  write  me  on  the  subject  to  Fayetteville,  where 
I  shall  be  for  the  next  8  or  10  days.  Your  answer  shall 
be  confidential.  What  do  the  democrats  say  ?  or  are  they 
mum  ? 

/  think  that  my  Whig  constituents  ought  to  be  rathe  f 
pleased  with  my  performance,  and  such  is  the  feeling  in 
Randolph.  The  preparation  of  that  report  cost  me  much 
labor  and  much  anxiety,  and  I  think  I  am  in  a  coat  of 
mail  that  the  Devil  and  Democracy  can  not  pierce. 


Vjution  of  report. 


To  Samuel  L.  Holt. 

AsHEBORO,  Mar.  3d,  1859. 
Asking  for  distri-  1  have  been  so  rudely  assailed  bv  Mr.  Fisher,  and  shall 
probably  be  persecuted  by  his  friends  w'ith  bitterness,  that 
I  have  subscribed  for  100  extra  copies  of  my  report  for 
your  County.  I  think  its  facts  are  worth  knowing  and 
unanswerable,  and  I  owe  it  to  myself  that  my  constituents 
see  the  report.  I  have  requested  Messrs.  Long  and  Sher- 
wood to  send  you  100  copies,  and  ask  tlie  favor  of  you 
to  direct  them  to  proper  persons  and  have  them  sent  out 
from  your  stores  which  may  take  an  interest  in  them. 
I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  any  of  my  friends  in 
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Alamance,  and  naturally  feel  solicitous  to  know  Avhether 
generally,  and  particularly  in  this  R.  K.  report,  my  course 
has  been  satisfactory  to  my  Alamance  friends. 


To  Henrij  T.  Clarl:^ 

AsHEBORO^  Mar.  19th,  1859. 
I  left  home  some  two  weeks  affo  to  attend  to  some  busi-  Replying  to  a  let- 

*='  _  _  ter  of  explanation. 

ness  in  Cumberland  and  Harnett  Counties  and  have  just 
returned  and  read  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.  I  regret 
tliat  I  did  not  receive  it  before  I  sent  my  communication 
to  the  Register.  From  your  uniform  courtesy  to  me  I 
was  amazed  at  your  presenting  Mr.  Fisher's  communica- 
tion to  the  Senate,  abounding  in  terms  so  grossly  offensive 
to  me,  and  hoped  that  you  had  done  so,  confiding  in  Mr. 
Fisher's  sense  of  decorum,  without  reading  it ;  and  I  hoped 
you  would  have  said  so  to  me  if  not  to  the  Senate,  de- 
ceiving no  such  communication  I  was  bound  to  presume 
that  you  knew  its  contents.  I  had  good  reason  to  know 
that  Mr.  Ashe  had  read  it.  It  was  so  indecorous  in  its. 
terms  that  I  felt  not  less  indignant  as  a  man  than  as  a 
Senator  at  being  thus  treated.  I  certainly  entertain  to- 
ward you  the  kindest  personal  feelings,  and  after  your 
explanation  they  are  not  less  so  than  before.  I  know^ 
you  were  harrassed  during  the  last  night — I  was  unusually 
excited— but  I  trust  that  I  then  and  at  all  other  timer* 
behaved  with  decorum.  I  do  not  remember  your  private 
request  that  I  would  confine  my  remarks  to  so  much  of 
the  letter  as  had  been  read,  but  my  recollection  is  that 
you  made  this  remark  to  me  on  the  floor. 

I  trust  you  will  feel  that  under  the  circumstances  I 
have  done  you  no  injustice.  I  certainly  think  that  until 
I  reed,  your  letter  I  was  bound  to  presume  you  knew  the 


1  Henry  Toole  Clark  of  Edgecombe,  Speaker  of  the  Senate.  He  was 
again  elected  to  this  position  in  1860,  and,  upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Ellis  in  1861,  became  ex-ofhcio  Governor. 
5 
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contents  of  the  communication.  Tliej  were  highly  in- 
decorous. 

On  my  part  now  not  an  unkind  feeling  exists  toward 
you. 

I  have  not  read  a  newspaper  in  ten  days,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  has  been  said,  and  I  write  at  once  because  the 
mail  leaves  this  evening  and  I  wish  at  once  to  answer 
your  letter.  It  may  be  due  to  you  that  I  address  a  note 
to  the  press  setting  forth  the  facts  of  your  letter.  You 
may  have  already  published  them. 


Plans  for  district 
convention. 


Expression  f)f 
appreciation  of 


I'd  John  A.  Gilmer. 

AsHEBOKO,  Mar.  20th,  1859.  " 
I  see  disaster  to  us  just  as  the  dawn  of  hope  is  visible 
in  the  conduct  of  Waddell,  but  I  believe  that  such  is  the 
present  ardor  of  our  party  that  we  can  unite  on  you  and 
be  triumphant,  even  if  we  can  not  prevail  on  him  to 
withdraw.  My  plan  for  this  County  is  to  make  a  speech 
at  Court  and  exhort  our  people  in  each  school  district  at 
the  election  on  the  first  Saturday  in  April  to  elect  one 
delegate  to  meet  here  on  a  certain  day  and  select  delegates 
to  a  district  convention.  With  proper  effort  the  same 
thing  might  be  done  in  all  the  counties.  Such  a  conven- 
tion would  be  imposing  and  would  silence  opposition  to 
its  action.  If  it  be  not  one  of  imposing  character  much 
of  the  prejudice  created  by  Genl.  Dockery  still  exists  and 
a  demagogue  may  make  it  available  to  a  dangerous  ex- 
tent. I  can  almost  pledge  myself  that  Randolph  will 
give  her  full  strength  in  the  right  direction  in  any  event. 
I  confess   that  I   am  gratified   with  the  remarks  you 


approval  in  Fisher  make  as  to  my  Fisher  controversy. 


controversy. 


It  has  given  me  more 


anxiety  than  I  am  willing  to  confess.  For  a  long  time 
I  have  sought  to  be  retired  from  political  strife.  In  this 
instance  I  am  assailed  by  the  dominant  party,  my  motives 
assailed,  my  labors  imputed  to  the  Greensboro  clique  and 
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democratic  knaves  and  my  report  and  reply  excluded 
from  all  democratic  papers.  A  consciousness  of  having 
discharged  faithfully  and  fairly  a  duty  requiring  much 
more  firmness  and  a  belief  that  I  have  rendered  this  ser- 
vice to  the  State  would  sustain  me,  but  words  of  approval 
from  intelligent  friends  are  in  this  matter  unusually 
grateful  to  me.  I  think  Fisher  is  not  less  fool  than  knave, 
and  begin  to  believe  this  is  the  conclusion  likely  to  be 
reached  by  the  public.  Speaker  Clark  has  written  me  a 
friendly  letter  apologizing  for  his  course.  He  says  he 
had  not  read  F.'s  communication.  So  far  as  I  can  hear 
I  have  not  only  not  suffered  among  my  Randolph  con- 
stituents, but  am  far  more  popular  than  I  ever  was.  I 
have  not  heard  a  word  from  Alamance. 

I  am  so  excessively  oppressed  by  my  multifarious 
duties,  neglected  by  a  month's  stay  at  Raleigh,  that  I  have 
no  time  to  spare  to  defend  my  reputation  itself.  I  have 
been  necessarily  absent  for  the  last  two  weeks,  looking 
after  my  business  in  Cumberland  and  Harnett,  and  have 
neither  had  time  nor  opportunity  to  read  the  newspapers. 

I  hope  you  will  be  again  returned  to  Congress.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  I  deem  it  due  you*. 


To  William  ^Y.  Holden.^ 

AsHEBORO,  Mar.  21,  1859. 

For  two  weeks,  past  I  have  been  absent  from  home  at- Request  for  correc- 
tion of  mistake, 
tending  to  private  business  out  of  the  range  of  newspapers. 

On  my  return  yesterday  I  observe  that  you  say  you  con- 
sider me  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  that  a  motion  was  made 
and  supported  by  Messrs.  Ashe  and  others  to  print,  with- 
out reading,  Mr.  Fisher's  communication.  I  am  surprised 
that  on  this  point  there  should  be  any  misapprehension. 
I  was  not  in  the  Senate  when  the  subject  was  last  brought 


^  W.  W.    Holden,   editor  of  Raleigh  Standard,   the  organ  of  the 
Democratic  party. 
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up.  Wlieii  I  came  in  it  was  being  urged  by  Senators  that 
it  be  ijrinted ;  that  the  report  of  the  committee  had  been 
printed  without  reading,  and  therefore  it  was  proper  that 
the  reply  should  be  printed  in  like  manner.  I  obtained 
the  floor  and  insisted  that  there  was  a  marked  distinction 
between  23rinting  without  reading,  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee and  a  paper  from  any  person  not  officially  con- 
nected with  the  Senate,  and  distinctly  urged  that  it  be 
read  in  order  that  we  might  see  what  it  was  before  offering 
it  to  be  printed.  Messrs.  Gorrell,  Turner  and  others  fol- 
lowed, taking  the  ground  that  it  ought  not  to  be  received 
at  all.  This  was  some  hour  or  more  before  the  reading 
was  commenced. 

I  am  persuaded  that  however  we  may  differ  in  our  po- 
litical notions  you  would  do  me  no  personal  injustice,  and 
I  ask  you  to  re-examine  and  correct  your  mistake.  I  am 
certain  I  am  not  mistaken  and  very  sure  that  on  inquiry 
you  will  find  that  you  are  mistaken. 

I  desire  to  avoid  further  newspaper  discussion  especially 
with  ]Mr.  Tisher,  whose  most  potent  w^eapon  is  uncivility. 

I  perceive  no  impropriety  or  unbecoming  egoism  in 
my  buying  of  you  500  copies  of  my  report,  and  it  being  a 
personal  transaction  I  do  not  quite  see  why  it  should  have 
appeared  in  the  Standard.  It  was  true,  however,  and  I 
do  not  complain. 

[P.  S.] — This  is  not  intended  for  publication  or  com- 
munication through  the  press. 


To  Messrs.  Long  and  Sherwood. 

AsHEBORo^  Mar.  22d,  IS 59. 
Regarding  pubiica-      I  Jiave  recd.  from  Mr.  Ramsey,  the  Senator  from  Rowan 

tion  of  his  railroad  ^  ' 

m*-'jui^».i,a.m-  and  Davie,  a  letter  in  which  he  expresses  the  wish  that 
my  reply  to  Fisher  should  be  published  in  pamphlet  form, 
and  says  he  will  be  a  subscriber  for  it.  Whether  others 
appreciate  it  so  highly  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am  assailed 
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with  so  much  malice  and  believe  miy  report  and  my  reply 
so  impregnable  that  I  would  like  to  have  some  extra 
copies  of  the  reply,  say  100,  if  it  be  deemed  worth  while 
to  jjublish  it  in  pamphlet  form.  If  it  should  not,  then 
send  me  as  many  extra  numbers  of  your  ^^aper  containing 
it  as  $4  will  buy. 

Independent  of  the  points  which  have  been  discussed  I 
think  the  tabular  statements  annexed  to  my  report  will 
be  most  efficient  instruments  in  the  hands  of  our  stump 
orators.  The  reply  fortifies  the  report,  and  the  demo- 
crats, in  defending  Fisher  and  assailing  my  report,  are 
jDlaying  into  the  hands  of  our  party. 

At  first  I  am  the  magnus  Apollo — the  other  members 
of  the  committee  are  treated  as  ciphers — of  late  I  am 
treated  as  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  Greensboro 
clique  and  Fries  and  McLean.  I  have  not  been  enough 
accustomed  to  such  low  abuse  to  feel  entirely  unmoved, 
but  I  trust  I  have  maintained  my  dignity  and  sustained 
fully  every  position  of  my  report.  Fisher  has  less  sense 
than  even  his  enemies  accord  to  him,  and  no  breeding.  I 
hope  you  Avill  send  me  by  Mr.  Gorrell  or  Gilmer  my  share 
of  my  reports. 

I  wrote  you  that  Mr.  Flanner  had  paid  me  $'2,  and  I 
was  not  sure  w-hether  I  paid  it  over  to  you. 

Donnell,  Blount  &  Flanner  wanted  their  copies  put  up 
in  one  box  and  sent  by  R.  R.  to  Mr.  Donnell. 

All  will  be  right  for  Gilmer  in  this  Countv. 


To  John  TapscoU. 

AsHEBORo,  Apl  9th,  1S59. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  report  on  the  X.  C.  R.  Road.  ^^^p^^XepSt 
It  relates  to  a  matter  in  which  the  public  feel  an  interest. 
It  has  been  made  a  party  matter,  not  by  my  agency,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  assailing  me  with  abuse  and  thus  im- 
pairing its   effect.      No   democratic  paper  has   published 
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it,  while  they  have  published  Mr.  Fisher's  abusive  replies. 
Is  this  fair  ?  Does  it  exhibit  willingness  that  the  public 
shall  learn  the  truth  ?  I  think  you  are  a  fair-minded  man 
and  I  hope  you  will  read  it.  You  will  see  in  it  evidence, 
which  can  not  be  controverted,  that  this  road  has  been 
grossly  mismanaged.  The  report  is  signed  by  two  Whigs 
and  two  democrats.  Party  should  have  nothing  to  do 
wath  it.     T  hope  you  will  consider  it  on  its  merits. 


Criticism  of  Mr. 
Fisher. 


To  G.  0.  MeyidenhalV 

AsHEBORo,  Apl.  10th,  1859. 
********* 

I  have  reed.  Fisher  s  communication. '  It  would  be  easy 
to  expose  the  fallacy,  but  his  writings  are  too  undignified  to 
warrant  any  further  controversy  with  him.  His  allega- 
tions— the  burden  of  his  last  communication — that  I 
garbled  his  report  of  1857,  suppressing  that  part  of  the 
sentence  relating  to  the  wood  contracts  which  recites  that 
the  wood  was  bought  under  direction  of  Engineers,  is 
false.  The  whole  sentence,  including  the  line  he  says  I 
suppressed,  is  set  forth  in  my  report.  He  is  not  less  silly 
than  underbred,  and,  having  abandoned  the  rules  of  good 
breeding  in  his  writings,  I  can  not  continue  the  contro- 
versy with  him.  Judge  C.^  and  others  Avho  deem  his  last 
^■^a  most  triumphant  vindication"  may  enjoy  their  gratula- 
tions  without  disturbance  from  me. 


To  George  W.  Little.^ 

AsHEBORO^  Apl.  11th,  1859. 
SSuon  and         ^  ^^'"^^'^  heard  nothing  since  I  left  Raleigh  as  to  the  or- 

piiper.  

'  George  C.  Mendenhall  was  lawyer  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Guil- 
ford. 
'Probaliiy  Judse  D.  F.  Caldwell  of  Rowan. 
'A  prominent  Whig  of  Wake  county. 
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ganization  of  our  pai'tj  and  our  proi^osed  paper.  I  shall 
remit  the  $150  ^vhieh  I  pledged  for  Randolph  and  Ala- 
mance whenever  notified  that  our  plans  are  to  be  carried 
out.  I  have  collected  nothing,  waiting  to  see  if  our  plans 
were  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  hope  you  will  stir  up  our  friends  and  let  us  not  fail. 
We  shall  defeat  our  opponents  if  we  do  our  duty. 

You  will  have  seen  the  puerile  and  malignant  effusion 
of  risher  in  reply  to  my  report,  etc.  It  produces  among 
my  constituents  only  ridicule  and  disgust.  Democracy 
has  missed  it  in  making  Fisher  their  pet. 

Raleigh. 


To  ^ym.  F.  Fries.' 

AsHEBORO^  Apl.  loth,  1859. 
Yours  of  the  12th  inst.  came  to  hand  yesterday.     I  have  Discussion  of  reia- 

''  ^  tions  between  them 

been  most  rigidly  confined  in  bringing  up  my  neglected  ^"  legislature. 

business,  so  that  for  some  time  I  have  wholly  withdrawn 

my  attention  from  the  press.     I  did  not  see  Mr.  Fisher's 

communication  of  the  18th  Mar.  till  this  week.    I  had  not 

seen  his  appendix  to  the  communication  laid  on  our  table 

the  day  we  adjourned  till  after  I  had  sent  off  my  reply. 

In  that  appendix  printed   in  the  papers    (the  Standard 

omits  it)  Mr.  Fisher  speaks  of  my  having  been  aided  in 

my  inspection  by  certain  democrats,  but  as  I  have  not 

the  paper  before  me  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  his  words. 

I  have  heard  that  it  was  supposed  that  he  alluded  to  you 

and  McLean. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  neither  you  nor  McLean 
nor  any  other  democrat,  outside  of  the  committee,  fur- 
nished one  fact  or  put  me  in  pursuit  of  a  fact  which  ap- 
pears in  my  report. 

You  and  I  w^ere  thrown  into  much  intercourse  during 
the  session,  partly  in  your  room,  partly  in  mine  and  else- 


^  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Forsyth. 
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where,  in  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  after  Mr.  F.'s  system  of  frustrating  the  in- 
vestigation was  fully  developed;  being  on  terms  of  inti- 
mate intercourse  with  you  and  you  being  chairman  of  a 
similar  committee  I  think  I  told  you  freely  my  trouble. 
You  always  spoke  of  him  in  higher  terms  of  personal  re- 
spect than  /  thought  he  deserved ;  I  mean  that  I  though!: 
after  my  investigation  had  made  me  acquainted  with  his 
character.  I  think  you  spoke  of  him  as  every  business 
man  thinks,  as  being  totally  incompetent  to  manage  a 
Rail  JRoad.  This  was  in  social  conversation.  It  was  not 
intended  to  prejudice  my  mind.  The  examination  of  his 
reports  satisfied  me  on  this  point  better  than  the  united 
operations  of  50  of  the  best  business  men  in  the  State. 

If  I  have  alluded  to  anything  you  may  have  said  to 
me  on  this  subject,  if  I  have  repeated  anything  you  have 
said,  it  has  escaped  my  recollection.  Though  the  consulta- 
tions between  us  were  not  expressly  confidential  they  were 
open,  frank  expressions  of  opinion  in  the  social  circle,  not 
intended  for  the  public ;  but  nothing  said  on  either  side 
which  either  of  us  might  fear  to  say  in  the  public  ear.  I 
will  not  say  that  I  may  not  have  alluded  to  some  of  your 
remarks,  but  I  can  recall  nothing  to  mind  except  that  I 
recollect  remarking  to  some  one,  who  was  commenting  on 
the  stringent  provisions  of  your  bill  creating  a  commis- 
sion to  investigate  the  affairs  of  Atlantic  Eoad,  that  I  had 
acquainted  you  with  my  troubles  and  your  bill  provided 
a  remedy  for  the  obstacles  which  had  been  thrown  in  my 
way.  So  far  from  your  suggesting  to  me  the  amendment 
I  ])ro]iosod  to  the  Atlantic  bill,  I  remember  your  coming 
to  me  and  expressing  your  fears  that  my  amendment  would 
defeat  the  bill,  because  it  would  have  to  go  back  to  the 
Commons.  The  amendment  was  suggested  to  me  by  no- 
Ixxly.  It  suits  Ihc  ])urpose  of  llr.  Y.  and  those  who  wish 
to  sustain  him  to  attack  mo,  not  my  report,  and  to  affect 
me  tliey  use  very  o]-)posite  arguments.  At  one  time  I  am 
the  only  uiau  on  the  committee  worthy  of  consideration — 
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the  consequential  chairman  who  does  all  the  work — the 
others  subservient  tools  who  endorse  my  report  without 
knowing  whether  its  statements  are  true  or  false.  At  an- 
other I  am  poor  simple  Jonathan  "Worth,  having  no  other 
claim  to  the  notice  of  the  j^resident  save  the  fact  that  I 
was  a  Senator;  at  another  time  I  am  represented  as  the 
tool  of  the  "Greensboro  clique."  Then  as  being  influenced 
by  some  ancient  grudges  of  the  Fisher  and  Worth  families 
against  each  other ;  and  finally  I  am  held  up  as  a  monster 
of  ingratitude,  Fisher  having  voted  for  me  for  Congress 
in  1841  and  now  I  ignore  his  acquaintance.  I  looked  for 
all  this  stuff.  It  is  on  a  par  with  the  source  whence  it 
springs.  Mr.  Fisher's  writings  are  not  indicative  of  an 
irascible,  irritated,  bad-talented  and  well-bred  man,  but 
of  a  conceited,  ill-bred  upstart.  It  would  be  undignified 
for  me  to  continue  the  contest  with  him  through  the  press. 

The  press  is  the  only  index  we  have  of  public  sentiment. 
l^ot  a  democratic  paper  in  the  State  has  published  my 
report.  Every  one  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  has  published 
Mr.  Fisher's  replies  or  referred  to  him  in  terms  of  appro- 
bation. He  is  tlie  democratic  pet,  and  must  be  sustained, 
no  odds  how  much  the  people  suffer.  The  report  can  not  be 
answered,  ^o  one  who  reads  it  can  fail  to  see  that  he  is 
an  arrogant  and  unmannerly  man,  wholly  incompetent 
to  manage  a  Eail  Eoad.  You  are  looked  to  by  many  of 
the  stockholders  as  his  successor,  and  this,  I  suppose,  is 
the  reason  of  the  attack  on  you. 

I  consulted  you  on  one  occasion  only.  I  found  a  finan- 
cial report  on  the  records  of  the  Directory  which  I  could 
not  understand.  I  knew  joii  had  been  a  director  and  I 
asked  you  to  go  to  my  room  and  assist  me  in  deciphering 
it.  You  complied,  and  we  were  trying  to  come  at  its  mean- 
ing when  Mr.  West  called  on  me  for  the  book.  We  could 
not  make  sense  of  it  because,  as  I  believe,  it  had  no  sense 
in  it.  I  did  not  allude  to  it  in  my  report.  You  did  not 
say  or  do  anything  to  induce  me  to  send  or  retain  the 
book,  so  far  as  I  remember. 
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Nobody,  save  the  other  members  of  the  committee,  is 
responsible  in  the  smallest  degree  for  any  fact  in  the  re- 
port or  the  manner  of  stating  them  save  myself.  jSTo  demo- 
cratic knave  or  anybody  else  attempted  to  influence  me, 
or  could  have  done  it,  if  he  had. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  show  this  to  any  person  you  please, 
but  I  am  not  willing  to  get  into  the  newspapers  on  the 
subject. 

Will  you  inform  me  from  what  source  this  report 
emanated  ? 


To  I.  E.  FousL' 

AsHEBORO,  Apl.  IStli,  1859. 

Determination  to        I  have  concludod  that  the  gross  personalities  of  Eisher 

ignore  Fisher  "  '■ 

absolve  me  from  any  obligation  to  take  any  further  notice 
of  him.  My  report  and  reply  cover  the  whole  ground. 
Anything  further  would  be  mere  personality  which  would 
disgust  the  public.  I  have  felt  deeply  the  responsibility 
of  my  position,  but  the  assurance  of  all  my  intelligent 
friends  from  every  part  of  the  State,  the  approval  of  all 
my  constituents,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  and  above  all  the 
refusal  of  every  democratic  journal  to  publish  my  report 
or  reply,  while  all  of  them  will  publish  F.'s  communica- 
tion or  make  remarks  condemning  me  and  approving  him, 
make  ample  amends  for  my  solicitude.  This  proves  that 
they  arc  unwilling  that  their  readers  shall  have  a  chance 
to  form  correct  conclusions. 


'  Isaac  H.  Foust  of  Reed  Creek,  Randolph  county,  a  merchant  and 
cotton  manufacturer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  18UU. 
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To  D.  F.  Caldwell' 

AsHEBORO^  July  20tli,  1859. 
Yours  of  the  ITtli  iust.  is  received.     I  was  not  clisap-  Expressing  sur- 

•^     prise  at  action  of 

pointed  in  F.'s  election.  I  gathered  from  the  Standard  ^nlrother^whSlf'^ 
some  weeks  ago  that  this  edict  had  gone  forth.  He  was 
the  pet  of  the  party  and  it  felt  bound  to  sustain  him.  Dem- 
ocracy long  since  took  the  IST.  C.  R.  R.  in  charge  and  made 
Gov.  Morehead  resign  to  make  a  place  for  this  pet ;  but  I 
confess  that  I  am  surprised  beyond  measure  that  Whigs, 
and  especially  Gov.  Morehead,  should  give  their  endorse- 
ment to  the  action  of  democracy  by  giving  them  aid  to  re- 
elect this  democratic  pet  whose  incompetency  is  so  palpable 
that  none  but  the  selfish  blind  can  fail  to  see  it.  I  hope 
you  are  mistaken  in  the  fact  that  Gov.  M.  approves  the 
re-election  of  F.  If  you  are  correct  in  this  it  seems  so  ex- 
traordinary that  I  shall  be  unable  to  account  for  it  until 
I  receive  some  new  light.  The  maladministration  of  the 
Road  under  democratic  management  was  becoming  so  well 
known  among  the  people  that  some  hope  was  entertained 
that  it  would  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  this  corrupt  party ; 
but  if  our  great  Whig  leader,  who  has  been  the  victim  of 
this  democratic  assumption  of  control  over  the  road,  lends 
them  his  endorsement,  the  attempt  to  expose  the  malad- 
ministration of  the  road  by  your  paper,  the  investigating 
committee  and  others  will  recoil  on  us.  It  produces,  in 
any  view  I  can  now  take  of  it,  extreme  mortification  and 
sui*prise.  But  let  us  hope  on  and  struggle  on  and  truth 
must  ultimately  prevail. 


1  David  F.  Caldwell  of  Greensboro.       He  was  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  from  1848  to  1860,  and  again  in  1864. 
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Confidoiitial. 

To  Cyrus  P.  MendenliaJU 

AsHEBORo,  Oct.  26th,  1859. 
Re^'arding  "Piebs"      Siiice  the  last  Julv  meetinfl^  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 

article  lu  news-  ''  ^° 

paper.  ^s^.  C.  K.  K.,  in  which  Mr.  Fisher  received  not  only  the 

vote  of  his  jsarty  but  the  vote  also  of  many  of  the  large 
Whig  Stockholders,  I  have  felt  that  that  vote  was  a  tri- 
iini])h  for  him  and  a  rebuke  to  me ;  and  seeing  in  a  late 
Ko.  of  the  Patriot  and  Flag  that  the  editors  proposed  to 
resume  the  discussion  of  the  ]S[.  C.  R.  R.,  I  sat  down  and 
wrote  hastily  the  article  over  ''Plebs,"  published  1  Oct. 
Mr.  Fisher  has  demanded  and  Mr.  Long  has  given  him 
my  name  as  the  writer.  In  what  way  I  am  to  be  assailed 
I  know  not.  The  only  matter  about  which  I  feel  any 
anxiety  is  a  fear  that  I  may  have  gone  too  far  as  to  Mr. 
F.'s  using  the  N.  C.  R.  R.  shops  to  his  personal  benefit 
as  a  contractor  on  the  Western  Road  and  getting  his  iron 
and  other  material  transported  at  $2  per  ton  in  100  ton 
lots.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  read  the  article  over 
'Tlebs"  carefully  and  inform  me  whether  in  the  matter 
to  which  I  refer  or  in  any  other  I  have  fallen  into  any 
error  as  to  facts,  because  I  wish  to  do  no  injustice  to  F. 
or  anybody  else,  and  if  I  am  in  error  I  wish  to  note  it  to 
that  extent.  I  felt  sure  I  was  right  when  writing,  but  it 
has  since  occurred  to  me  as  possible  that  the  account  for 
woi'k  in  the  Shops  and  the  transportation  account  may 
have  been  altogether  for  the  Western  Road  and  none  of 
it  for  Mr.  Fisher  as  a  contractor. 

Yom-  aiisw<'r  shall  be  strictly  confidential  as  I  would 
by  no  means  involve  you.  I  only  write  to  be  sure  I  am 
right,  and  then  I  fear  nothing.  If  I  am  wrong  I  wish 
to  correct  the  error.  I  wrote  IMr.  Gilmer  by  last  mail  in- 
forming him  that  I  wrote  "Plebs."     IvTo  other  person  but 

»  Cyrus  P.  Mendenhall,  a  lawyer  of  (lireensboro.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  politics.  He  was  for  many  years  county  attorney  of  Guilford  and 
was  for  nine  years  Treasurer  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  was  also  a  bank  president.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1860. 
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him  and  the  editors  know  from  me  the  author.  I  now 
think  that  it  was  best  that  Mr.  Long  gave  my  name  to  F. 
I  shall  probably  have  to  appear  over  my  own  name  in  the 
papers.  It  is  no  use  now  to  debate  the  question  whether 
it  was  prudent  or  polite  to  write  the  article.  The  question 
is,  did  I  do  F.  or  anybody  else  injustice.  If  I  did  I  ought 
to  own  it ;  if  I  did  not,  then  to  defend  my  positions. 

Any  suggestions  you  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make 
will  be  duly  appreciated. 

Greensboro. 


To  James  A.  Long. 

AsHEBORO,  Nov.  1st,  1859. 
On  reflection  I  think  your  course  in  declaring  my  name  in  regard  to 

■^  .  .  "Plebs"  article. 

at  once  to  Mr.  F.  was  the  proper  one,  but  this  contmgency,  Declaration  of  in- 

'-       '^  '  o         t/  '  tention  to  carry  on 

my  name  being  made  public,  did  not  occur  to  me  when  ^s'^t- 
writing  it  or  some  portions  of  the  article  would  have  been 
remodeled. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Mr.  F.  excepting  what  you 
wrote  me  and  choose  to  preserve  the  incog,  until  it  becomes 
necessary  to  lay  it  aside. 

I  have  got  into  this  war  and  will  fight  out  as  best  I 
can.  It  is  my  intention  if  the  Whigs  of  Alamance  hold 
a  convention  and  ask  me  to  be  a  candidate,  to  run, — other- 
wise not ;  and  no  contrivance  or  effort  will  be  made  on 
my  part  to  bring  about  such  nomination.  But  if  thus 
called  upon  I  owe  it  to  them  to  run,  and  in  that  case  I  will 
give  Fisher  and  democracy  their  due  if  I  can. 

Greensboro. 


To  C.  B.  Mallett. 

Asheboro^  Nov.  J^th,  1859. 
After  the  July  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  JST.  C. 
R.  R.,  in  which  Governor  Morehead  voted  with  democracy 
to  sustain  Fisher,  I  felt  that  it  was  a  triumph  to  Fisher. 
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I  was  informed  by  an  intelligent,  credible  man  that  Gov- 
ernor M.  assigned  as  his  reason  for  that  vote  that  Jno. 
C.  McRae  &  Co.  had  made  F.  president ;  that  F.  was  so 
managing  the  road  as  to  bring  it  to  ruin ;  and  that  he  had 
voted  for  F.  in  order  that  by  that  ruin  Jno.  C.  McRae  & 
Co.  might  lose  their  885  shares  of  stock.  I  knew  this  was 
a  reason  assigned  which  did  not  control  his  vote.  I  do  not 
know  the  true  reason  but  I  suppose  some  powerful  per- 
sonal motive  impelled  him.  This  and  the  taunt  of  the 
Standard — "where  is  Mr.  Worth" — incited  me;  and  see- 
ing an  announcement  in  the  Greensboro  P.  and  F.  the  lat- 
ter part  of  Sept.  that  the  editors  were  about  to  re-open  the 
discussion  as  to  the  ]^.  C.  R.  R.  I  sat  down  and  hastily 
The  "Piebs"  wrote  the  article  over  "Plebs"  and  inclosed  it  to  the  edi- 

article. 

tors,  authorizing  the  editors  to  use  any  of  its  facts  or 
reasoning  editorially,  to  abridge  it,  publish  it  as  it  was, 
or  throw  it  in  the  fire,  as  they  might  deem  expedient,  but 
requested  that  my  name  be  incog,  that  I  had  not  grown 
callous  to  the  attacks  of  the  press.  I  wished  the  article 
to  pass  for  what  it  was  worth.  I  intended  no  one  should 
know  I  w^rote  it.  No  one  knew  it  confidentially.  The 
editors  published  it;  Mr.  Fisher  demanded  of  Mr.  Long 
the  name  of  the  writer.  Mr.  Long  refused  to  give  it  if 
it  was  wanted  to  hold  up  the  writer  to  the  animadversions 
of  the  press.  He  replied  that  it  was  to  hold  the  author 
"responsible,"  denouncing  him  as  a  coward,  liar,  etc.  Mr. 
Long  gave  my  name,  and  F.  is  out  in  the  last  Banner  giv- 
ing my  name  to  the  public  and  promising  shortly  to  ex- 
pose me,  dealing  out  his  jeers  in  his  unusually  liberal 
style.  I  shall  have  to  reply  to  his  communication,  when  it 
appears,  and  to  that  end  want  a  few  facts  Avhich  I  think 
you  can  furnish.  Your  name  is  in  no  event  to  be  fur- 
nished. I  will  involve  no  friend  in  a  controversy  of  mine, 
but  I  feel  that  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  a  public 
duty  I  have  been  very  grossly  maltreated  and  that  there 
was  no  indecorum  or  impropriety  in  my  writing  the  article 
"Plebs"  under  the  circumstances.     I  think  it  probable 
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the  Patriot  of  to-day  will  contain  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Long  and  F.  Long  is  very  indignant  at  F.'s  use 
of  my  name  through  the  press. 

The  points  about  which  I  want  information  from  you 
are:  What  was  the  value  of  K.  R.  iron  in  IST.  Y.  10  June, 
1858  ?  When  did  you  buy  and  what  did  you  pay  ?  What 
freight  did  you  pay  to  Wilmington  ?  I  mean  ocean 
freight,  insurance  and  all  other  expenses,  to  land  the  iron 
in  Wilmington  ? 

The  following  are  Turner's  estimates  on  the  23.46  miles 
of  road  which  F.  contracted  to  build : 

899.4:62    cubic    yds.  of    earth    excavated    at  Estimate  on  raii- 

•^  road  construction. 

$17.92 $161,264.00 

138.520  cubic  yds.  of  rock  excavated  at  $80.  .  110,816.00 
6.276  cubic  yds.  of  arch,  culvert  and  bridge 

masonry   at  %Q.QQ 41,807.70 

5.231  yds.  dry  stone  masonry  at  $3.30 17,261.00 

ISTow  I  do  not  understand  by  this  estimate  that  anything 
is  allowed  for  fill.  If  it  means  that  the  contractor  is  to 
receive  pay  only  for  excavations,  and  this  is  to  cover  the 
entire  expense  of  grading,  making  fills  and  all,  which  I 
suppose  is  its  meaning,  it  would  be  a  low  estimate,  would 
it  not  ?  How  do  these  estimates  correspond  with  yours  ? 
What  do  you  pay  for  track-laying  ?  What  is  your  esti- 
mates for  turn-outs  ?  What  do  chains,  spikes,  etc.,  cost 
you  per  mile? 

Any  facts  I  may  safely  assert  tending  to  show  this  esti- 
mate extravagant. 

Mr.  Long  suggests  to  me  that  I  should  address  the  Ob- 
server and  ask  the  editors  to  make  defense  for  me.  I  have 
confidence  they  will  act  on  the  premises  as  they  may  deem 
right,  with  favorable  prepossessions  for  me,  and  will  make 
no  personal  appeal.  I  desire  to  be  sustained  only  so  far 
as  the  merits  of  the  case  may  warrant  and  wull  put  no 
friend  in  an  unpleasant  position  by  asking  him  to  do  for 
me  what  his  judgment  may  not  approve.     I  intend  to  be 
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right.     If  I  find  I  have  committed  any  error,  I  will  re- 
tract it.     If  not,  I  expect  to  maintain  my  position  and 
do  not  doubt  the  Observer  and  other  friends  will  give  me 
all  due  support. 
Fayetteville. 


To  Tod  R.  CaldivelU 

AsHEBORO,  IST.  C,  Nov.  Ii.th,  '59. 
mltionfofu^e*^"''"        ^y  11.   R.   report  contained  imdubitable   facts,   drawn 

against  Fisher.         ^^^^^^^  ^j^^   ^,p^^^.^^^   ^^^^   ^j^   ^     p-^^^^.   ^^^^   ^^  ^^^^^    ^^^^^  ^^^. 

president  of  a  Road.  His  communication  to  the  Senate 
was  couched  in  terms  unbecoming  any  man,  and  ought 
to  have  been  regarded  as  an  insult  to  that  body.  He  was 
re-elected  last  summer,  Jno.  W.  Thomas,  Gov.  Morehead 
and  others  voting  for  him.  I  felt  that  this  was  a  triumph 
for  him  and  an  indirect  reproof  to  me,  and  as  Mr.  F.'s 
style  of  writing  is  so  grossly  offensive  and  any  communi- 
cation for  the  press  over  my  name  might  be  attributed  to 
personal  ill  feeling,  I  wrote  an  article,  "Plebs,"  published 
in  the  Greensboro  Patriot  of  Yth  Oct.,  intending  to  vindi- 
cate my  rejiort,  in  which  I  reviewed  Outlaw's  report  as 
to  the  contract  from  Hale's  to  Morganton.  Mr.  Fisher, 
professing  to  regard  this  as  an  intrusion  into  his  personal 
affairs,  demanded  the  name  of  the  writer;  the  editor  fur- 
nished it  with  the  promise  that  my  name  was  furnished 
not  for  animadversions  through  the  press,  but  that  he 
might  hold  me  "responsible."  He  has  published  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  Banner,  giving  to  the  public  my  name  as  the 
writer  with  the  usual  quantity  of  jeering  appellations,  an- 
nouncing his  purpose  to  reply  to  my  article.  I  shall  neces- 
sarily have  to  maintain  my  position,  or  retract  them  if  I 

1  Tod  R.  Caldwell,  a  lawyer  of  Burke,  one  of  the  most  uncompro- 
mising Whigs  in  the  State.  After  the  war  he  became  a  Republican, 
was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor,  succeeded  Holden  upon  the  latter's 
impeachment,  and  was  elected  Governor  over  A.  S.  Merrimon  in 
1872.     He  died  in  1874. 
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am  in  any  error.  My  commentary  is  based  exclusively 
on  the  facts  that  appeared  in  Outlaw's  and  my  report. 
Xow  my  purpose  in  addressing  you  is  to  learn  ivhen  this 
Injunction,  at  the  instance  of  yourself  and  others  vs.  the 
Justices  of  Burke,  was  granted.*  Was  it  obtained  before 
or  after  the  10th  June,  1858  ?  And  to  ask  you  for  any 
information  in  relation  to  the  contract  for  constructing 
the  Koad  from  Hale's  to  Morganton  which  you  may  think 
it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  state  in  justice  to  parties  and 
the  public,  or  in  vindication  of  myself.  I  do  not  desire 
you  in  any  way  to  involve  yourself  in  the  controversy. 
Your  name  is  in  no  event  to  be  used  privately  or  publicly. 
I  desire  to  do  right  and  will  not  be  deterred  by  any  false 
pride,  from  acknowledging  any  error  into  which  I  may 
have  fallen,  whenever  I  am  satisfied  that  I  am  in  error. 
If  I  am  right,  I  wish  to  defend  myself.  I  did  not  write 
anonymously  to  avoid  any  just  responsibility,  but  to  avoid 
a  newspaper  controversy  with  a  party  whose  style  is  so 
clear  of  anything  like  courtesy.  I  wanted  the  article  to 
be  considered  on  its  merits.  If  written  over  my  name,  I 
knew  Mr.  F.  and  his  friends  would  impute  it  to  personal 
vindictiveness.  Could  I  have  foreseen  that  it  was  to  in- 
volve me  in  a  newspaper  controversy  with  such  an  adver- 
sary I  should  certainly  have  not  written  it. 

MOKGANTON. 


To  George  Little. 

AsHEBORO,  Nov.  Jfth,  '59. 
On  or  about  the  11th  Oct.  I  wrote  you  from  Fayette- Regarding  contri- 
ville   inclosing   check   from   Archd.    McLean,    Cashier   of  party. 
Bank  of  C.  F.,  for  $150  to  pay  the  amount  pledged  by  me 
from  the  Whigs  of  this  County  and  Alamance,  and  re- 
quested you  to  acknowledge  receipt  to  me  here.     Did  you 
receive  this  check  ?     I  have  not  heard  from  you.     I  have 
heard  Mr.  Syme  was  out  denying  having  made  any  trade. 
6 
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I  have  not  received   a  dollar  from  my  constituents   and 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  money  is  likely  to  be  used 
in  the  way  intended. 
Raleigh. 


To  Rev.  J.  G.  Ralston. 

AsHEBORO^  Nov.  5th,  IS 59. 

JohrBrown's'raid'  "^^011  r  remarks  as  to  the  Harper's  Ferry  attempt  at  in- 
surrection induces  me  to  ask  the  editors  of  the  Fayette- 
vilJe  Observer,  a  paper  extensively  circulated  in  this  State, 
to  send  you  a  copy  of  their  issue  of  the  3d  inst.,  which  I 
have  just  received,  the  editorial  and  selected  articles 
being,  as  I  think,  a  fair  specimen  of  public  sentimem  as 
to  the  slavery  question  and  the  Harper's  Ferry  commo- 
tion. The  general  feeling  here  is  favorable  to  fraternal 
relations  with  the  North  and  I  send  you  this  paper  as  some 
evidence  of  this  feeling. 

MoRRISTOWN^    Pa. 


To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons.'^ 

AsHEBORO^  Nov.  5th,  1S59. 

to^je"sen"lrorfir^  ^^^  ^^^®  course  of  a  business  correspondence  w^ith  the 
Rev.  J.  Grier  Ralston,  the  head  and  proprietor  of  Nor- 
ristown  Female  Seminary,  Pa.,  I  reed,  a  day  or  two  ago  a 
letter  in  which  he  expresses  fears  that  the  excessive  zeal 
of  Wise  and  other  impetuous  Southerners  may  mar  the 
harmony  of  feeling  between  North  and  South  otherwise 
likely  to  grow  out  of  the  Harper's  Ferry  attempt  at  in- 
surrection. He  is  a  man  alike  respectable  for  his  learn- 
ing and  good  sense,  and  on  reading  your  paper  of  this 
morning,  Nov.  3d,  I  mean,  T  have  been  so  much  gratified 
with  your  editorials  and  selected  articles  on  this  matter 
and  the  slavery  question,  that  I  wish  to  send  him  the  paper 

'  Editors  of  the  Fayetteville  Observer. 
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as  indicating  what  I  believe  is  the  prevalent  sentiment  of 
onr  section ;  but  I  have  but  one  'No.  of  your  paper  and  I 
wish  to  preserve  it.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  send 
him  this  No.  ?  In  answering  his  letter  to-day  I  have  said 
to  him  that  I  have  made  his  request  of  you  for  the  purpose 
indicated. 


To  George  Little. 

AsHEBORO,  Nov.  26th,  1859. 

I  bought  in  Fayetteville  on  the   10th  Oct.,  1859,  two  ReganimgjjoH_t^ 
other  checks  besides  the  one  intended  for  you,  and  wrote  paruciliarh-'in  the 
letters  there  enclosing  them. to  the  parties  for  whom  they  ^^'^^^ ^^^^ " 
were  intended.      ISTone  of  them  reached  their  destination. 
On  opening  a  bundle  of  papers  I  had  with  me,  a  day  or 
two  ago,  I  found  all  my  letters.     By  an  oversight  they 
were  not  mailed.     As  the  matter  now  stands  I  suppose  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  send  the  money,  as  I  have  not 
reed,   a   dollar  from  my  constituents;  but  they  will  send 
it  when  required. 

ISTot  a  single  number  of  the  Register  is  taken  at  this 
office  so  I  cannot  see  Mr.  Syme's  article  of  the  19th  Oct. 
From  what  I  have  heard  of  it,  I  concur  with  the  recommen- 
dations of  your  friends  who  have  advised  you  to  let  it  pass 
in  silence.  Little  influence  as  the  Register  has,  we  can  not 
afford  to  have  a  contest  with  him  through  the  press.  I 
presume  his  article  has  done  us  no  damage.  The  politic 
editor  of  the  Standard  expresses  his  sympathy  with  the 
Register  only  to  widen  the  breach  between  us  and  Mr. 
Syme.  I  had  learned  before  his  article  of  the  19lh,  from 
a  reliable  source,  that  Mr.  Syme  was  very  indignant  at  tlie 
course  of  our  party  towards  him,  and  that  he  was  par- 
ticularly ill-natured  toward  you.  This  is  very  unfortu- 
nate. If  another  Whig  paper  be  started  as  our  organ  in 
Raleigh,  I  fear  we  can  not  put  at  the  head  of  it  a  man  of 
sufficient  standing  to  procure  for  it  the  requisite  subscrip- 
tions, and  above  all  I  fear  a  rupture  would  occur  between 
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it  and  the  Register.  It  would  require  a  man  of  extraordi- 
nary prudence  to  avoid  it.  I  am  sure  the  executive  com- 
mittee, with  far  better  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  I 
possess,  will  derive  no  aid  from  any  suggestion  of  mine.  It 
seems  to  me  if  Mr.  Syme  will  not  sell  it,  we  had  better 
give  over  the  idea  of  starting  an  organ  at  Raleigh,  make 
up  the  breach  with  Mr.  Syme,  enlarge  his  subscription 
list,  but  extend  our  chief  aid  to  some  other  journal  al- 
ready in  existence.  Among  the  papers  which  I  read,  the 
Fayetteville  Observer  is  the  most  efficient.  Perhaps  some 
aid  to  all  our  Whig  journals  would  be  the  best  plan,  having 
no  special  organ.  With  the  sectional  tendencies  now  ex- 
isting there  are  matters  now  of  extreme  delicacy  for  an 
organ  to  touch  or  to  leave  untouched.  Upon  the  whole  my 
opinion  is  that  an  organ  would  be  equivalent  to  a  plat- 
form, that  it  is  impolitic  for  us  to  have  a  platform,  and 
consequently  that  w^e  should  have  no  particular  organ — 
that  the  executive  committee  take  steps  to  bring  about  a 
thorough  organization  and  that  each  local  organization 
take  efficient  steps  to  extend  the  circulation  of  such  Whig 
journals  as  they  may  severally  deem  best. 

It  has  been  a  custom  between  this  County  and  xilamance 
to  alternate  the  Senator  at  every  election,  but  I  hear  that 
the  Whigs  of  the  latter  County  contemplate  calling  upon 
me  to  run  again.  My  personal  preference  would  be  not 
to  be  a  candidate  again  for  any  station,  but  I  have  been 
so  much  abused  by  Mr.  Fisher  for  my  R.  R.  report,  that  I 
will  come  if  Alamance  calls  for  me,  because,  since  the 
Company  has  endorsed  his  course  by  an  almost  unanimous 
re-election,  I  would  like  to  appear  before  my  constituents 
in  vindication  of  my  report,  which  I  believe  contains 
facts  which  may  be  used  most  efficiently  before  the  people. 
But  whether  I  am  a  candidate  or  not  I  want  to  do  what  I 
can  to  rid  the  State  of  democratic  misrule,  and  you  may 
rely  on  my  co-operation  with  you  in  any  plans  you  may 
adopt  to  effect  this  end. 
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To  Messrs.  Long  and  Sherwood. 

AsHEBORo,  Dec.  3d,  1S59. 
I  wish  vou  to  send  in  one  bundle,  to  Samuel  L.  Holt,  Requesting  dis- 

<^  '  '  tnbution  of 

Graham,  one-half  the  number  of  my  reports  subscribed  reports. 
for  by  me.     He  will  direct  and  distribute  them  for  me. 

If  there  be  any  chance  by  a  reliable  hand,  send  them  by 
some  person  who  will  deliver  them,  even  if  you  have  to 
wait  several  days.  Cyrus  Mendenhall  can  manage  it  for 
me  I  presume. 

P.  S. — The  other  half  send  to  me  here  in  such  way  as 
you  may  deem  best. 


For  the  Greenshorough  Pairiot. 

AsHEBORO^  Dec.  9th,  1S59. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Greensboro  Patriot: 

Gentlemen: — The  faithful   discharge  of  my  duty  in  An  explanation  of 

~  ^  ./  the  qnarrel  with 

the  last  Legislature,  drew  upon  me  as  a  Senator,  and  as  an  ^^^-  Ksher. 
individual,  the  coarsest  abuse  from  the  President  of  the 
ISTorth  Carolina  Railroad.  While  that  abuse  seemed  to 
have  the  sanction  of  prominent  members  of  the  Senate,  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  take  notice  of  it.  When  I  became  satis- 
fied that  Mr.  Fisher  had  got  before  the  Senate  by  false- 
hood and  fraud,  his  abusive  assault  upon  me  as  a  Senator, 
I  felt  that  I  should  not  act  wath  becoming  self-respect,  if 
I  took  any  notice  of  his  address  to  me  through  the  Salis- 
hury  Banner  of  the  18th  March,  in  which  he  brought  for- 
ward no  new  facts  or  arguments,  but  employed  only  his 
favorite  newsj^aper — \iilgar  vituperation  and  incivility. 
After  the  July  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  when  he  was 
re-elected  by  a  very  large  vote,  by  which  he  insists  he  was 
vindicated  and  I  "rebuked,''  I  wrote  the  article  over 
"Plebs,"  published  in  your  paper  of  the  7th  October.  I 
did  not  seek  to  avoid  any  just  responsibility,  as  you  have 
already  sufiiciently  shown  to  your  readers,  for  I  gave  my 
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naiiK',  and  you  jiroperly  furnished  it,  without  consultation 
or  corrcspondtnce  with  me,  when  Mr.  Fisher  demanded 
it,  under  pretense  that  he  washed  to  hold  the  w^-iter  re- 
sponsible. I  desire  to  discuss  matters  of  public  interest 
in  a  shape  in  which  the  merits  of  the  subjects  discussed 
would  be  considered.  Xo  friend  of  mine,  save  you,  knew 
the  authorship  until  you  furnished  my  name  upon  Mr. 
Fisher's  demand.  If  I  in  anyway  invaded  Mr.  Fisher's 
private  affairs  in  that  article,  excepting  in  their  connee- 
tion  with  matters  affecting  the  public,  I  do  not  perceive  it. 

In  the  course  of  a  life  running  over  many  years,  in 
w^hich,  as  a  public  man,  and  a  private  individual,  I  have 
had  much  intercourse  with  others,  Mr.  Fisher  and  a  friend 
of  his  are  the  only  individuals  wdio  have  ever  treated  me 
with  personal  disrespect ;  and  no  one,  save  Mr.  Fisher,  has 
complained  that  I  have  not  observed  the  proprieties  of  life 
toward  him.  I  have  no  occasion,  therefore,  to  declare  my 
sentiments  on  dueling.  Mr.  Fisher  was  evidently  afraid 
I  would  fight.  After  the  ridiculous  figure  he  cut  in  his 
contest  with  C  P.  Mendenhall,  does  he  expect  that  he  has 
so  adjusted  the  lion's  skin  about  him,  that  the  poor  creature 
attempted  to  be  concealed  beneath,  is  not  seen  by  every- 
body? 

The  public  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  matters  under 
discussion  between  me  and  Mr.  Fisher.  I  desire  to  dis- 
cuss them  without  personal  asperity.  If  the  stockholders 
of  the  I^orth  Carolina  Railroad,  by  his  re-election,  are  to 
be  understood  as  approving  his  course,  in  denying  to  the 
Legislature,  the  right  to  see  how  that  corporation  is  man- 
aging the  $3,000,000  of  money  the  people  have  invested 
in  it ;  if  they  mean  to  "rebuke"  me  as  a  representative  of 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  State,  for  exposing  the  bung- 
ling bookkeeping,  and  the  fraudulent  misrepresentation 
by  which  tli oy  ()1)taiu('d  from  the  Legislature,  the  act  of 
LS,")!);  if  this  \'()te  is  to  receive  the  eonstructiou,  that  the 
private  stockholders  approve  the  sentiments  and  the  tone 
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of  Mr.  Fisher's  communication  to  the  Legislature,  by  which 
he  attemi^ted  to  insult  me  as  a  Senator  and  the  committee 
who  had  approved  my  report,  and  the  Legislature  which 
had  unanimously  passed  my  resolution  of  inquiry,- — it  is 
high  time  that  the  people  understand  that  they  have  gone 
into  copartnership  Avith  aspirants  who  intend  to  contemn 
and  despise  them. 

I  am  about  to  leave  home,  and  to  be  absent  several 
w^eeks  on  business  I  can  not  postpone  or  neglect,  without 
prejudice  to  the  rights  of  others.  On  my  return,  with 
your  permission,  I  will  review^  through  your  columns,  the 
facts  contained  in  my  report  of  last  winter  and  the  facts 
and  positions  assumed  in  my  article  over  "Plebs."  Every 
fact  in  my  report  is  true,  and  I  can  maintain  them.  It  is 
their  truthfulness  which  makes  Mr.  Fisher  wince.  In 
my  article  over  Plebs,  the  facts  are  also  true,  but  in  one 
particular,  I  think  I  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion,  preju- 
dicial to  Mr.  Fisher.  I  have  taken  measures  to  satisfy 
myself  as  to  this,  from  a  source  more  reliable  than  his  as- 
sertions, and  should  I  find  that  I  have  in  any  particular 
fallen  into  error,  I  shall,  in  despite  of  his  contumely,  make 
the  proper  amend. 

I  discussed  Mr.  Fisher's  contract  made  10th  June,  1858, 
for  building  the  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad  from 
Hale's  to  Morganton,  not  to  invade  Mr.  F.'s  private 
affairs,  but  because  in  various  aspects,  it  was  a  matter  of 
public  concern.  I  find  on  fuller  examination  that  the 
matter  can  not  be  fully  understood,  without  seeing  a  copy 
of  his  contract.  I  shall  try  to  procure  a  copy.  I  desire 
to  present  the  truth  only,  to  the  public.  Mr.  Fisher  says  I 
am  "discredited,  personally  irresponsible,"  etc.  If  there 
be  any  voters  in  my  district,  either  those  who  voted  for 
me,  or  those  who  voted  against  me,  who  have  censured  me 
for  originating  the  investigation,  or  the  part  I  took  in  con- 
ducting it,  I  have  not  heard  of  such  persons.  A  few  along 
the  line  whose  names  may  have  been  introduced  in  the 
report,  or  their  immediate  personal  friends,  may  feel  ag- 
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grieved.  I  luive  not  even  beard  that  such  is  the  case,  While 
my  constituents  approve  my  conduct;  above  all,  while 
my  conscience  approves,  I  can  bear  ''rebuke,"  come  from 
whatever  other  quarter  it  may. 

Jonathan  Worth. 


To  J.  G.  Ramsey} 

AsHEBORO,  Dec.  9th,  1859. 

qua^iref  with  Mr^        ^*^^^  ^^^-^^  have  perceived  that  I  am  again  involved  in  a 
^'^^^^'^^  contest  with  Mr.  Fisher.     I  am  about  to  leave  home  on 

business  and  expect  to  be  absent  some  four  weeks.  On 
my  return,  T  intend,  over  my  own  name,  to  review  the 
facts  in  my  last  winter's  rej)ort,  and  also  those  to  which  I 
called  public  attention  in  my  article  over  "Plebs."  I  shall 
take  care  not  to  descend  the  ignoble  field  of  operations 
where  Mr.  Fisher  invites.  I  intend,  in  a  few  brief  articles, 
to  defend  myself  and  vindicate  my  position,  avoiding  per- 
sonalities. The  mere  statement  of  the  general  facts  in 
relation  to  the  contract  from  Hale's  to  Morganton,  prove, 
as  I  think,  that  the  interests  of  the  State  are  disregarded. 
In  discussing  it  it  is  necessary  to  be  accurate  in  stating 
the  facts.  The  committee  doubtless  say  that  the  contract 
was  formed  on  estimate  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of 
1856.  Mr.  F.  says  so  too,  and  that  they  were  deemed  by 
many  too  low.  I  have  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors,  August,  1856,  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  1856.  In  this  report  the  estimate  from  Hale's 
to  Morganton,  21.90  miles,  is  put  down  at  $557,000,  ex- 
elusive  of  wells,  water  stations,  repair  shops,  equipment, 
etc.,  which  are  not  given  separately  for  that  section. 

On  the  2Tth  of  August,  1857,  the  Engineer  submits  an 
estimate  for  this  section,  including  well,  equipment,  etc.. 


*  Dr.  James  (Jrahani  liamsey,  of  Rowan,  was  a  physiciau  and 
farmer.  He  was  a  Whig  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  1856  to 
1860.  He  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  (^ongress  in  1S64  as  a  peace 
candidate. 
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amoniitiiig-  to  $658,182.  This  estimate,  I  presume,  is  the 
one  upon  which  the  board  acted  in  fixing  on  $660,000  as 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  Section,  and  requiring  $220,000 
private  subscriptions,  and  upon  this  estimate  instead  of 
that  of  1856  the  contract  must  have  been  founded.  Now 
to  understand  this  matter  properly,  it  is  necessary  to  see 
the  contract  itself.  Mr.  Outlaw's  committee  did  not  re- 
port it.  If  I  address  any  officer  of  the  Co.  not  being  a 
stockholder  I  shall  doubtless  be  repelled  or  neglected  or 
insulted.  I  am  acquainted  with  nobody  through  whose 
agency  I  can  get  it.  I  am  walling  to  pay  the  expense.  My 
■object  in  wanting  to  you  is  to  see  if  you,  through  some  of 
your  friends,  can  not  procure  it  for  me.  I  would  by  no 
means  have  you  do  anything  by  which  your  name  will  be 
brought  into  the  discussion,  or  which  has  in  it  the  least 
color  of  impropriety.  I  apply  to  you  only  because  I  can 
devise  no  other  probable  plan  of  obtaining  it.  I  shall  feel 
obliged  to  you  for  any  suggestions  of  fact  or  any  friendly 
information  you  may  be  willing  to  make. 
Mt.  Vernon. 


To  David  Outlaw.' 

AsHEBORO^  Jan..  IJftJi,  1860. 

The  re-election  of  Mr.  Fisher  as  President  of  the  N.  C.  ^Xnlftorau:" 
R.  Eoad  by  an  increased  majority,  which  he  says  is  the  ^°^^  aflairs. 
"rebuke"  to  me  and  the  committee  of  which  I  was  chair- 
man, for  our  last  winter's  report,  throws  me  on  the  de- 
fensive; and  in  making  that  defense  I  introduce  your  re- 
port on  the  ]Sr.  C.  W.  R.  Road  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  Mr.  F.  had  enough  to  do  as  a  contractor  on  that  road 
and  ought  not  to  have  been  made  President  of  the  IST.  C. 
road,   and  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  State  is 


1  David  Outlaw,  of  Bertie,  had  been  often  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  a  member  of  Congress,  and  since  1856  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate.  The  report  referred  to  in  the  letter  was  one  made 
by  him  on  railroads  in  1856.     He  was  an  old  line  Whig. 
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defrauded.  On  carefully  examining  the  report  of  the 
Prest.  and  Directors  and  the  reports  of  the  Engineer  for 
1856,  57  and  58  I  find  the  estimate  on  the  report  of  1856 
for  the  section  from  Hale's  to  Morganton  on  the  Kidge 
route  as  follows: 

"From  Hale's  to  Morganton  21.90  miles. 
For    gradation,   masonry,    bridge   superstrnc- 

tnre,  cross-ties    $347,615,17 

10  per  cent  on  the  above  for  contingency,  .  .  ,  31:, 761, 51 
Iron  for  superstructures  and  laying  down  the 

same    159,931.32 

For  engineering  and  general  superintendence     15,330,00 


$557,638,00 


Report  Augiist  27th,  '59,  by  the    river  line,    distance 
23.45  miles, 
Grad,  masonry,  bridge  super,  and  cross-ties.  .$354,51:6,00 

10  per  cent  for  con 35,454,00 

Engineering  and  Genl.    Superintendence....      20,000.00 
Iron  for  superstructure  and  laying  down  same   115,570.00 


$525,570.00 
To  which  is  a^dded : 

For  wells,  water  stations,  excavation   and  re- 
pair shops    $20,000.00 

Land  damages    5,212,00 

Equipment  and  locomotive,  cars,  etc 47,400,00 

Total  cost  of  second  division 658.182.00 

In  the  Engineer's  report  Aug.,  1858,  he  says  $220,000 
had  been  subscribed  and  a  contract  entered  into  with  C, 
Fisher  for  the  constructiou  of  the  entire  2d  division  of 
the  first  sec,  extending  from  a  ])oint  near  Hale's  store  to 
Morganton,   a  distance  of  23.45. 

In  your  re])ort  you  say  that  tlie  estimated  cost  of  the 
work  from  Hale's  to  jMorganton  Avas  $660,000,  and  the 
distant^  23,45.     These  estimates  were  made  in  1856  and 
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submitted  to  the  Stockholders  on  the  ;31st  Aug.  of  that 
year.  Xow  the  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  was  on  the 
28th  Aug.,  1856,  and  sat  only  that  day  and  adjourned 
to  the  next  annual  meeting,  last  Thursday  of  Aug.,  1857, 
and  the  report  does  not  exhibit  the  $660,000  estimate. 

I  can't  find  the  exhibit  C  annexed  to  your  report  in  any 
of  the  oificial  reports  of  the  Engineers.  You  say  it  was 
before  the  Legislature  of  1856-57.  Is  there  not  some  mis- 
take here  ? 

Does  Mr.  Fisher  undertake  by  his  contract  to  do  the 
work,  furnish  the  material  and  supply  the  road  with  Loco- 
motives, etc.,  at  $660,000,  risking  the  rock  excavations'^ 
or  does  he  undertake  the  work  by  the  cubic  yard  of  eartli 
and  rock  excavations,  the  final  amount  to  be  paid  to  him 
to  be  awarded  him  by  the  amount  of  work  done  ?  At  the 
rates  proposed  by  the  Engineer  suppose  there  should  turn 
out  to  be  less  than  the  amt.  of  the  rock  excavation  esti- 
mated, would  he  get  the  full  amount  for  rock  excavations  ? 
Did  you  see  the  contract  itself  ? 

]^ow  I  will  in  no  way  involve  you  in  the  unpleasant 
controversy  in  which  I  am  involved.  I  am  satisfied  the 
State  was  cheated  in  the  amount.  If  I  am  right,  I  will 
prove  it.  If  wrong,  I  desire  to  know  in  order  to  retract. 
I  desire  to  state  only  the  truth.  I  can't  get  a  copy  of  the 
contract  and  cannot  satisfy  myself  what  are  the  pro- 
visions. I  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me  what  the 
contract  is.     If  you  know  your  name  is  not  to  be  used. 

I  see  8  per  cent  for  turnouts  in  one  of  the  official  re- 
ports. Did  the  contract  bind  him  to  make  turnouts  to  that 
extent?  Does  he  get  pay  for  this  amount  of  turnouts 
whether  it  is  ordered  or  not  ?  You  see  I  am  quite  unable 
to  understand  what  the  contract  is.  If  I  could  devise  any 
means  by  which  I  could  get  a  copy  of  it  I  would  not 
trouble  you.  I  have  tried  to  get  it  by  the  agency  of  gen- 
tlemen owning  stock  in  the  road,  but  they  say  they  canH 
get  it  without  exposing  the  Secretary  to  the  denunciation 
of  the  Directory  and  his  probable  removal,  and  that  he  is 
a  worthy  man  who  needs  his  salary. 
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[P.  S.]— I  do  not  find  in  the  reports  of  tlie  Prest.  and 
Directors  or  in  the  reports  of  the  Engineer,  submitted 
to  the  Legislature  of  either  1856,  57  or  58,  the  price  at 
which  iron  was  estimated,  nor  tracklaying  at  $500  per 
mile,  nor  chains,  spikes,  etc.,  $14,083.34. 

Windsor. 


contract. 


To  Charles  F.  Fisher. 

AsHEBORO,  Jan.  18,  1860. 

of^onstruc'tioT^  ^  desirc  to  publish  an  article  maintaining  or  retracting 
my  position  over  "Plebs."  To  treat  the  subject  intelli- 
gently I  deem  it  necessary  to  have  a  copy  of  your  contract 
for  building  the  section  of  the  IST.  C.  W.  R.  R.  from  Hale's 
to  Morganton.  As  I  am  not  a  stocklioldor  I.  have  no  right 
to  ask  for  it.  Will  you  direct  the  Secretary  to  send  me  a 
copy  of  it,  with  the  amount  of  his  fee  for  the  service,  which 
I  will  transmit  to  him  on  receipt  of  the  copy  ? 
Salisbury. 


To  J.  G.  Ramsey. 

AsHEBORO^  Jan.  25th,  '60. 

mftlovei-sy^"™'"^  -^^^^  Week,  just  as  I  had  despaired  of  getting  a  copy  of 
Fisher's  contract  with  the  ^.  C.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  for  build- 
ing the  road  from  Hale's  to  Morganton,  I  reed,  a  copy 
unaccompanied  by  a  letter  apprising  by  whom  the  copy 
was  made  or  by  whom  it  was  sent.  I  was  glad  of  it,  as  I 
wished  to  involve  nobody  else  in  my  controversy  with  Mr. 
F.  I  liave  no  doubt  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  it,  and  it 
turns  out,  precisely  as  I  had  expected  that  it  carries  upon 
its  face  evidence  of  a  most  abominable  and  stupendous 
fraud  on  the  State.  I  have  just  finished  my  article  for 
the  press  and  will  send  you  a  copy  as  soon  as  it  is  printed. 
I  have  said  in  my  article  that  I  do  not  know  to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  the  copy.  Mr.  Simonton  shall  not  be 
exposed  l)y  me. 
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Despairing  of  getting  a  copyj  having  written  to  Mr. 
Outlaw  and  another  friend  to  get  it  for  me  without  suc- 
cess, I  addressed  Mr.  Fisher,  as  the  only  stockholder,  to 
direct  the  clerk  to  send  me  a  copy,  intending  if  he  refused 
or  neglected  to  send  it,  to  publish  my  letter  to  him. 
Whether  he  will  act  the  man  and  have  it  sent  or  write 
an  insulting  answer  or  say  nothing  is  yet  to  be  seen.  My 
letter  was  "wi-itten  the  18th  inst. 

My  reply  is  satisfactory  to  myself,  excepting  that  I  have 
not  time  to  re-write  and  condense  it,  and  it^is  longer  than 
I  could  wish.  I  think  my  friends  wall  be  satisfied  that 
I  have  fully  sustained  myself. 

Mt.  Vernon. 


To  H.  E.  Colton. 

Asheboko,  Feh.  13th,  1860. 
I  enclose  $2  for  your  paper.     I  received  vour  f  riendlv  Regarding  railroad 

"  "    controversy. 

letter  some  time  ago,  but  have  been  generally  from  home 
and  so  oppressed  with  imperative  business  when  here  that 
I  have  not  found  time  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  sugges- 
tions. You  will  see  my  R.  R.  article  in  the  last  Patriot. 
It  discloses  a  far  greater  fraud  in  the  contract  from 
Hale's  to  Morganton  than  I  had  suspected.  I  have  writ- 
ten it  with  the  single  view  of  vindicating  myself  by  ex- 
posing the  truth  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  these 
disclosures  will  be  popular  or  unj)opular  in  any  particular 
section  of  the  State.  As  I  tread  on  the  corns  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  W.  ]^.  C.  R.  R.,  and  as  my  strictures  prob- 
ably apply  to  the  late  contract  beyond  Morganton,  the 
article  may  not  be  received  with  favor  in  that  part  of  the 
State  to  be  benefited  by  this  road.  It  will  certainly  en- 
list new  enemies  against  me,  among  the  Directors,  and  the 
large  contractors  who  are  to  fatten  on  the  money  drawn 
from  the  State  Treasury  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  act? 
which  contemplated  that  the  people  to  be  immediately 
benefited  by  the  R.  Roads  should  subscribe  and  pay  1-3  of 
the  money  required  to  build  them.     These  vast  contrac- 
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tors  get  their  stock  for  uotbiiig,  the  State  at  large  paying 
all.  This  is  a  dishonest  administration  of  the  law,  and 
popular  or  unpopular,  I  intend  to  continue  to  denounce 
it.  I  am  indignant  at  the  conduct  of  Jno.  W.  Thomas, 
Govr.  M.  and  others  who  have  "rebuked"  me,  as  F.  says, 
with  much  color  of  truth,  and  vindicated  him.  I  have  no 
doubt  they  acted  from  motives  intensely  selfish. 

I  ardently  desire  that  you  may  succeed  with  your  paper, 
and  would  by  no  means  have  you,  out  of  personal  regard 
for  me,  take  any  position  in  your  paper  in  vindication  of 
me,  which  you  may  think  would  cloud  your  prospects. 


To  J.  G.  Ramsey. 

AsHEBOKo,  Feb.  13th,  1860. 
Request  for  infor-        J  gent  vou  a  ^o.  of  the  Grecusboro  Patriot  containing 

mation  as  to  rail-  "^  '-' 

road  materials.  ^^  ^^  ^  article.  I  hope  its  formidable  length  will  not 
restrain  you  from  reading  it.  Since  writing  it,  I  learn  that 
iron  for  the  section  between  Hale's  and  Morganton  is  being 
carried  up  and  that  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  uncom- 
monly light.  I  have  this  from  men  of  sense  and  charac- 
ter who  have  seen  it.  According  to  the  estimates  reported 
by  Outlaw-  it  should  weigh  53  pounds  to  the  linear  yard. 
He  is  not  bound  by  his  contract  to  furnish  iron  of  any 
given  weight.  Can  you  give  me  the  name  of  any  man  who 
would  weigh  a  bar  and  give  me  the  weight  and  length  ? 
I  would  not  have  you  draw  on  yourself  the  further  ire  of 
Fisher,  Judge  Caldwell,  etc.,  but  have  not  acquaintances 
on  the  line  and  desire  much  to  know  what  it  weighs. 

I  would  gladly  have  your  views  as  to  my  article. 

Mt.  Vernon. 
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To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons. 

AsuEBORO,  Feh.  ll^th,  1860. 
I  did  not  expect  that  anv  other  Journal  would  re-])ublish  Regarding  railroad 

i  "  ^  controversy. 

my  elaborate  article  in  the  last  No.  of  the  Greensboro 
Patriot.  Your  complimentary  notice  of  it  is  quite  as 
much  as  I  could  expect.  I  prepared  it  chiefly  to  be  read 
by  my  constituents  and  purchased  extra  copies  of  the 
paper  for  distribution  among  them,  and  the  reading  of  a 
few  personal  friends  outside  of  my  district  in  answer  to 
the  bitter  declarations  of  Mr.  F.,  that  all  the  facts  in  my 
report  had  been  long  ago  undeniably  proved  to  be  false, 
as  well  as  to  revive  the  knowledge  of  those  facts,  which  is 
doubtless  tedious  to  any  one  familiar  with  them.  I  re- 
viewed my  whole  report.  I  felt  deeply  indignant  at  the 
supposed  endorsement  of  Mr.  F.  by  certain  of  my  political 
friends  whose  motives  I  knew  to  be  intensely  selfish,  and 
I  w^as  betrayed  by  this  feeling  into  the  writing  over 
"Plebs."  Mr.  F.'s  reply  to  'Tlebs"  compelled  me  to  ap- 
pear again  and  maintain  or  abandon  my  positions.  My 
object  in  this  letter  is  to  ask  you  to  read  carefully  that 
portion  of  my  article  relating  to  the  contract  from  Hale's 
to  Morganton.  It  seems  to  me,  that  with  your  powers  of 
condensation,  it  discloses  facts  not  before  knowm  to  the 
public,  of  vital  public  importance.  The  estimate  on  which 
this  contract  was  based,  required  iron  w^eighing  53  pounds 
to  the  linear  yard.  The  contract,  made  with  democratic 
Directors  and  F.'s  father-in-law,  pays  him  for  iron  of  this 
weight  at  $70  per  ton,  but  does  not  bind  him  to  furnish 
such  iron  and  is  made  when  iron  is  worth  much  less  than 
at  the  date  of  the  estimate.  The  estimate  is  made  for  8 
per  cent  of  turn  out.  The  contract  binds  him  to  construct 
no  given  amount  of  turn  out.  The  estimate  is  made  by 
mere  conjecture  as  to  rock  excavation,  as  a  basis  for  sub- 
scription of  stock.  Before  the  contract  is  made,  borings  dis- 
close that  there  is  not  so  much  rock,  and  yet  the  contractor 
is  paid  on  the  basis  of  this  conjecture,  then  ascertained  to 
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be  erroneous.  The  contract  gives  a  lumping  sum  for  the 
job,  at  the  same  time  reserving  to  the  engineer  the  power 
to  change  the  grades,  etc.,  without  any  increase  or  dimi- 
nution of  pay  to  the  contractor,  whether  his  labor  and  ex- 
pense be  increased  or  diminished  by  such  alterations.  It 
contains  no  provision  binding  the  company  to  furnish  the 
contractor  with  locomotives  and  cars,  etc.,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  iron,  sills,  etc.,  in  track-laying.  The  estimate' 
is  made  when  freights  are  high.  The  contract  is  paid  after 
the  reduction  of  freight,  and  he  is  paid  on  the  basis  of  an. 
estimate  founded  on  the  high  rates.  ISTow  all  this  is  a 
palpable  fraud  on  the  State.  It  is  done  by  men  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  public,  and  fraud  is  a  harsh  term  ap- 
plied to  such  men.  It  may  be  policy  to  wink  at  or  call  it 
by  some  softer  name.  It  is  my  doctrine  that  it  is  never 
politic  to  do  wrong,  and  the  demoralizing  tendency  of 
winking  at  fraud  in  high  places  is  a  far  greater  evil  than 
the  increase  of  taxation  resulting  from  the  fraud.  I  think 
you  have  uniformly  conducted  your  paper  on  the  elevated 
principle  that  it  is  always  expedient  to  do  right,  and  that 
it  chiefly  owes  its  steady  increase  and  now  dominant  in- 
fluence with  our  party  to  its  steady  adherence  to  the  rules 
of  right.  It  seems  to  me  therefore,  that  when  it  shall  have 
sufficiently  appeared  that  the  copy  of  the  contract  is  a  true 
one,  on  Avhich  my  commentaries  are  based,  that  3'ou  would 
be  subserving  the  public  interests  by  referring  to  the  mat- 
ter in  such  manner  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

I  would  not,  if  I  could,  have  you  to  say  aught  in  this  mat- 
ter, out  of  mere  personal  regard  to  me.  I  know  that  I  have 
acted  throughout  from  patriotic  motives  and  that  I  desire 
no  political  post  whatever,  and  sincerely  hope  I  may  never 
again  feel  it  my  duty  to  go  into  public  life  or  to  write  a 
political  article  for  the  press ;  but  I  feel  that  my  personal 
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character  is  involved  in  this  contest  and  intend  to  defend 
myself  as  best  I  can,  and  shall  be  gratefnl  to  yon  and 
others  for  sncli  and  only  as  you  may  think  I  deserve. 

Two  copies,  purporting  to  be  copies  of  the  contract,  have 
been  sent  me,  each  of  them  without  any  explanation  show- 
ing who  sent  it.  Everybody  is  afraid  of  incurring  the 
ire  of  Mr.  Fisher  and  his  friends.  It  is  barely  possible 
that  I  may  be  imposed  upon  and  that  these  are  not  true 
copies,  I  enclose  one  of  them  to  you.  I  addressed  Mr. 
Fisher  before  I  got  the  first  copy,  asking  him  to  have  a 
copy  of  it  sent  to  me.  A  few  hours  afterwards  I  reed,  the 
first  co]3y,  mailed  at  Rowan  Mills.  It  was  mailed  before 
my  letter  was  written.  My  letter  to  Mr.  Fisher  was  dated 
the  18th  Jan. ;  on  the  9th  Feb.  the  other  copy  was  mailed 
to  me  from  High  Point.  The  superscription  is  not  in  Mr. 
Fisher's  handwriting.  My  article  was  sent  to  the  Patriot 
on  the  27th  January  and  was  read  by  divers  persons,  and 
the  fact  generally  known  in  Greensboro  that  I  had  a  copy. 

Excuse  me  for  this  long  letter.  I  have  for  a  long  series 
of  years  lived  in  the  seclusion  of  private  life,  and  have 
of  late  been  so  grossly  abused  through  the  press  that  I  may 
have  become  unduly  sensitive,  and  in  pressing  this  mat- 
ter on  your  consideration,  when  probably  graver  matters 
occupy  your  attention,  if  you  shall  think  I  have  given  it 
undue  consequence,  you  will  pardon  me.  I  do  not  wish  to 
put  you  to  the  trouble  of  answering. 
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To  T.  C.  Barringer.^ 

AsHEBORo,  Feb.  15th,  1860. 

Thanks  for  letter        J  have  iiever  bceii  more  ^ratified  than  I  was  in  the  read- 
of  approval.  ° 

ing  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.  I  have  had  to  rely  ex- 
clusively on  myself  and  the  small  material  in  my  reach, 
to  defend  myself  against  the  wanton  and  unmannerly  as- 
sault made  on  me  by  Mr.  Fisher  and  his  friends.  When 
to  this  is  added  the  votes  of  Govr,  Morehead,  Geo.  C.  Men- 
denhall  and  Jno.  W.  Thomas,  I  began  to  fear  that  my  ef- 
forts were  not  appreciated.  To  meet  Mr.  F.'s  sweeping 
declarations  that  "all  the  facts  in  my  report  had  been  long 
proved  to  be  undeniably  false"  I  deemed  it  necessary  to 
review  those  facts,  and  this  review,  with  the  other  matters 
discussed  in  my  late  article,  necessarily  made  it  so  long 
that  I  was  afraid  it  would  not  be  read.  I  have  had  noth- 
ing to  nei've  me  except  by  my  own  convictions  that  I  was 
right  and  the  approval  of  my  neighbors.  Your  voice  of 
approval  tends  to  strengthen  me  for  the  contest.  If  such 
frauds  in  high  places  will  not  rouse  our  people  it  will 
prove  that  demoralization  has  progressed  farther  among 
our  people  than  I  am  willing  to  believe.  I  am  now  fairly 
enlisted  for  the  war,  and  intend  to  fight  my  way  through. 
An  occasional  cheer  such  as  yours  will  nerve  me  with 
greater  vigor.  I  have  as  little  leisure  as  any  man  in  the 
State,  but  I  feel  that  I  owe  it,  not  only  to  the  public,  but 
to  my  own  personal  character,  to  expose  the  frauds  prac- 
ticed on  the  public  by  those  who  seek  to  degrade  me. 
You  have  my  profoundest  thanks  for  your  letter. 


'  Victor  C.  Barringer,  of  Cabarrus,  a  professor  in  Davidson  Col- 
lege. He  had  been  a  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Madrid  previously. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1860,  and  although  a  Whig 
favored  secession.  He  was  a  Major  in  the  Confederate  service.  After 
the  war  he  became  a  Republican  and  was  a  Code  Commissioner  of 
North  Carolina.  He  was  also  one  of  the  commission  to  revise  the 
U.  S.  Statutes.  In  1874  President  Grant  appointed  him  to  represent 
the  United  States  on  the  International  Court  at  Alexandria,  Egypt. 
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To  Hennys,  Smith  and  Townsend.^ 

AsHEBOEo,  K  C,  Feb.  loth,  1S60. 
Your  circular  of  21st  Jan.  came  duly  to  baud.  Regarding  state  of 

.  T  •  1         1  T  1  feeling  in  North 

Amongst  that  portion  of  our  people  witn  whom  I  have  Carolina, 
intercourse  lo  are  calm  and  talk  only  of  Union,  not  dis- 
union. Many  ardent  men  here  fear  that  such  acts  as  the 
ringing  of  the  State  House  bell  at  Albany  on  occasion  of 
the  hanging  of  Jno.  Brown  indicates  the  prevalent  feeling 
out  of  the  commercial  circles  in  your  great  city.  Most 
of  us  hope  that  with  you  as  with  us  the  least  substantial 
of  your  people  make  the  most  noise.  We  hope  that  sub- 
stantial men  will  awaken  to  the  necessity  of  going  to  the 
polls  instead  of  leaving  your  elections  to  the  mob.  Fra- 
ternal feeling  will  return  when  we  see  the  J^orth  executing 
the  fugitive  slave  law  with  good  faith.  Until  this  is  done 
all  of  us  must  have  much  of  suspicion  mixed  with  our 
hopes.  It  is  not  the  enlightened  merchants  of  JST.  Y.  we 
fear,  but  the  unbridled  demagogues,  operating  on  the 
masses,  whom  you  neglect.  They  will  become  dominant 
if  good  citizens  neglect  the  elections. 

I  think  you  will  have  your  usual  trade  from  this  quarter 
for  the  present,  but  if  you  would  keep  up  friendly  rela- 
tions, remove  our  just  grounds  of  suspicion  by  electing  con- 
servative men  to  CongTess  and  to  your  Legislature.  This 
you  can  do,  if  you  will  try  in  earnest. 


To  his  Bvotherr 

AsHEBORo,  Feh.  15th,  1860. 
I  am  receiving  congratulations  on  the  successful  char-  Regarding  railroad 

,         ,  _  .  controversy. 

acter  of  my  vindication  in  the  last  Patriot.  Among  the 
rest  one  from  V.  C.  Barringer,  of  Concord,  in  which  he 
says  he  thanks  his  God  ''that  we  have  one  man  in  the  State 


^  A  business  firm  in  New  York  City. 
2  Probably  B.  G.  Worth. 
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who  lias  the  courage  and  the  ability  to  resist  the  growing 
despotism  of  an  irresponsible  corporation."  He  winds  up 
bj  saying,  "Your  last  communication  is  a  model  in  its 
temper  and  manner  as  well  as  its  matter."  I  have  felt 
slightly  oppressed,  considering  the  odds  against  me,  and 
therefore  refer  to  these  compliments  especially  as  I  am 
unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  the  pen  in  newspaper  contro- 
versy, and  have  neither  time  nor  access  to  documents. 

To  meet  E.'s  wholesale  declaration  that  "'all  the  facts 
contained  in  my  report  have  been  long  ago  proved  unde- 
niably to  be  false"  I  could  see  no  way  but  to  reveal  those 
facts  and  the  evidence  on  which  they  rest.  This,  with  the 
other  matter  brought  into  the  controversy,  made  my  article 
much  longer  than  I  could  have  wished. 

I  hope  you  and  Clarkson  will  read  it,  long  though  it 
be.  I  think  you  will  acquire  information  which  will  com- 
pensate for  your  time.  I  understand  your  Journal  has 
some  disparaging  commentary.  It  does  not  come  here. 
I  expect  no  quarter  from  democracy  and  my  temper  is 
now  up  and  I  intend  to  give  no  quarter. 


To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons. 

AsHEBORO,  Feb.  16,  '60. 
Regarding  railroad      I  had  mv  horse  in  mv  buffffv  to  leave  home  on  business 

controversy.  '^  "^  ^"^ 

when  your  letter  of  yesterday  came  to  hand  and  must  an- 
swer briefly. 

I  think  both  my  copies  are  in  the  same  handwriting  and 
are  identical.  For  reasons  I  have  not  time  to  state,  I  have 
no  doubt  both  of  them  were  made  out  by  Simonton,  Clk. 
and  Register.  The  first  was  obtained,  as  I  have  no  doubt, 
by  a  personal  friend  of  mine  whose  feelings  are  deeply  en- 
listed in  this  contest.  He  is  also  a  friend  of  Simonton  and 
feared,  if  it  were  ascertained  that  Simonton  supplied  it, 
he  would  be  ousted  from  ofiice,  and  therefore  sent  it  to  me 
without  explanation.     The  latter,  I  think,  Fisher  had  sent 
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after  be  learned  I  had  a  copy.  He  foresaw  that  I  would 
publish  my  letter  addressed  to  him  asking  for  the  copy  of 
it  if  it  was  not  sent.  His  ignoble  malevolence  made  him 
unwilling  to  answer  direct  or  even  to  superscribe  the  en- 
velope. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  Pearson's  politics  and  know  lit- 
tle of  him  in  any  way,  and  do  not  know  how  my  article 
will  affect  him.  I  have  never  heard  him  suspected  of  being 
a  partner  in  the  contract.  His  anxiety  to  get  the  road 
probably  induced  him  to  make  what  I  consider  the  false 
certificate  that  the  5  per  cent  had  been  paid  by  F.  and 
Burke  and  that  F.  was  responsible  for  $170,000.  I  know 
it  was  common  rumor  last  winter  that  F.'s  partners  were 
Avery,  Ellis  and  Judge  Caldwell  &  Sons.  I  know  not 
from  what  this  rumor  arose.  F.'s  denial  that  he  has  part- 
ners is  equivocal,  coming  from  a  man  so  unscrupulous  as 
to  truth. 

I  have  a  very  transient  acquaintance  with  Pearson. 
The  State  and  individual  directors  are  all  democrats,  as  I 
understand  from  D.  F.  Caldwell,  of  Greensboro.  I  infer 
that  Pearson  concurs  with  them  or  he  wouldn't  have  been 
re-elected. 

Last  mail  brought  me,  among  other  letters  approving 
my  late  article,  one  from  Mr.  V.  C.  Barringer,  with  whom 
I  have  slight  personal  acquaintance,  in  which  he  is  pleased 
to  say  that  he  regards  my  last  article  as  a  most  triumphant 
vindication  and  "a  model  in  its  temper  and  manner  as 
well  as  its  matter."  I  had  begun  to  be  afraid  that  my 
article  would  be  regarded  as  dull  and  unreadable  and  feel 
gratified  by  such  expressions  of  approval  from  men  com- 
petent to  judge. 


To  Chesley  F.  Faucette. 

AsHEBOEo,  :N".  C,  Feb.  17tli,  1860. 
I  send  you  a  iN^o.  of  the  Greensboro  Patriot  containing  Regarding  railroad 

•   1  •  1  .  .      ,.         .  «  ',  controversy. 

an  al'ticle  written  by  me  m  vindication  of  my  Kail  Koad 
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report  of  last  Avinter,  and  matters  growiug  out  of  it.  It 
is  long,  necessarily  so,  as  I  conceive  to  explain  fully  the 
subject  discussed.  They  are  as  I  think  of  vital  and  great 
importance  to  the  State.  Taxation  is  becoming  formid- 
able. There  is  no  chance  to  diminish  it  if  our  public 
works  are  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  an  unscrupulous  party, 
who  use  them  only  to  uphold  party.  The  State  is  de- 
frauded by  men  in  high  places  to  enrich  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  the  tax-payers,  and  no  one  dares  exjDOse  them 
without  being  exposed  to  the  denunciation  of  the  whole 
democratic  press.  I  beg  you  to  read  my  article,  and  I  am 
sure  you  will  concur  with  me  and  sympathize  with  and 
sustain  me,  under  the  malevolent  assaults  made  on  me  on 
account  of  my  humble  efforts  to  serve  the  public.  I  have 
outlived  the  day  of  political  aspirations,  but  I  hope  always 
to  feel  the  moral  courage  to  expose  fraud  by  whomsoever 
practiced.  My  own  convictions  of  right  will  sustain  me 
in  all  I  have  done,  but  it  would  be  cheering  to  me  to  know 
that  good  and  thinJving  men  sustain  me. 

What  do  my  friends  say  of  my  course  in  the  Legislature 
and  since,  as  to  my  Railroad  report  and  newspaper  articles  ? 
Do  they  take  any  interest  in  them  ?  In  this  County  I  am 
more  than  sustained.  The  bitterest  of  the  democrats  are 
mum,  moderate  and  approve  my  course. 

I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  your  neigh- 
bor and  friend  Dr.  Watson  in  which  he  suggests  that  he 
might  possibly  consent  to  be  a  candidate  should  his  friends 
deem  it  expedient,  and  in  case  I  decline  to  run  and  Ran- 
dolph yield  to  Alamance  the  selection  of  the  candidate. 
We  all  have  expected  Alamance  to  select  the  candidate  and 
whomsoever  you  may  bring  forward  we  shall  cordially  sup- 
port. As  to  my  declaring  I  would  not  run,  if  I  was  as- 
sured of  my  election  by  never  so  large  a  majority,  unless 
unmistakal)ly  called  upon  by  the  friends  in  your  county 
who  so  zealously  sustained  me  in  1858.  If  so  called  upon 
I  should  feel  it  a  compliment  and  would  not  decline — but 
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I  desire  our  friends  to  pursue  in  this  matter  just  tho 
course  thej  maj  think  the  public  good  requires.  While  I 
should  feel  exceedingly  proud,  under  all  circumstances  of 
such  an  endorsement,  I  should  exceedingly  regret  to  be  in 
the  way  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Watson,  or  anybody  else.  I 
think  our  party  in  your  county  should  give  immediate  at- 
tention to  the  matter  and  in  due  time  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  make  among  yourselves  a  harmonious  move  to 
bring  forward  the  candidate.  Be  sure  to  be  harmonious 
in  your  selection  and  you  may  rely  on  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  Randolph. 

This  letter  and  a  similar  one  I  have  written  Dr.  Watson, 
are  the  only  ones  I  have  written  to  anybody  in  your  county 
as  to  being  a  candidate  and  are  probably  the  last  I  shall 
write,  unless  interrogated.  If  I  am  nominated,  it  must  be 
a  spontaneous  movement.     I  ask  for  no  political  station. 

[P.  S.]  I  hope  you  will  get  Giles  Mebane  and  some 
other  popular  Whig  to  enter  the  list  as  candidates  in  the 
Commons.  I  have  advised  Dr.  Watson  that  I  have  written 
you  on  this  subject. 

jMcCray's  Stoee^  AlamajN^ce  Co. 


To  Dr.  E.  F.  Watson.^ 

AsHEBOKO,  ^^.  C,  Feb.  17th,  1860. 
I  am  just  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  10th  inst.  post- Regarding  ws 

,,,.„,  -Tvr  ••         •  -\      •  -I     •  candidacy  for 

marked  the  13th.  J\ly  position  m  relation  to  being  a  can-  state  senate. 
didate  is  this:  There  having  been  a  common  understand- 
ing between  Randolph  and  Alamance,  that  they  would 
alternate  the  Senator  and  my  party  friends  in  your  county 
having  sustained  me  at  the  last  election  with  remarkable 
unanimity  and  zeal,  I  would  on  no  account  offer  my  name 
to  be  run  as  a  candidate  for  the  Senate,  unless  called  upon 
to  do  so  by  the  Whigs  and  Americans  of  your  county — 


1  Of  Alamance  county. 
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and  I  have  not  addressed  a  citizen  of  your  county  and  do 
not  expect  to  do  so,  intimating  my  desire  to  be  run  or  even 
my  willingness  to  accept  the  nomination  if  made — ^but  I 
have  held  it  as  a  rule  of  life,  when  satisfied  that  the  pub- 
lic desired  my  services  to  yield  my  preferences  to  the 
wishes  of  the  jjublic — I  and  all  my  friends  in  the  county 
will  cheerfully  and  heartily  support  you  for  the  Senate, 
if  our  party  friends  in  your  county  select  you  as  their 
standard  bearer.  In  the  improbable  contingency  that  they 
■  should  nominate  me  I  should  not  feel  that  I  was  making 
a  proper  requital  for  past  confience,  if  I  were  to  decline  it. 
We  feel  here  that  Alamance  must  signify  her  preference 
and  we  should  endorse  her  choice. 

The  rupture  of  my  multifarious  business,  occasioned  by 
the  last  electioneering  tour  and  service  in  the  Legislature, 
has  imposed  on  me  so  much  labor  since  my  return,  that  I 
have  found  no  leisure  for  political  correspondence  or  op- 
portunity of  seeing  friends  of  Alamance.  My  efforts  to  ex- 
pose the  mal-administration  of  the  IST.  C.  R.  R.  have  drawn 
upon  me  the  maledictions  of  its  President — and,  as  lie 
says,  the  "rebuke"  of  the  stockholders — and  the  abuse  of 
the  Democratic  press.  My  friends  here,  not  one  dissent- 
ing, more  than  advocate  my  cause.  How  is  it  in  your 
county  ?  I  am  igiiorant,  Alamance  ought  to  decide  who 
should  be  the  candidate  for  the  Senate  and  Randolph  will 
heartily  sustain  the  man  of  her  choice. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Pairiot  containing  my  last 
R.  R.  article.  If  you  are  a  subscriber  for  the  Patriot, 
please  hand  the  'Eo.  I  send  to  such  person  as  you  may 
tliink  will  read  it. 

[P.  S.]  I  hope  the  Whigs  of  Alamance  will  run  Giles 
Mebanc — and  with  him  another  good  Whig — I  hope  and 
believe  he  and  another  might  be  elected. 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  What 
think  you  of  my  late  article?  Do  my  friends  in  your 
County  approve  my  course  in  the  Legislature  oenerally  ? 
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I  have  great  confidence  in  the  candor  and  judgment  of 
yonr  neighbor  and  friend  C.  Faucett  and  have  just  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  letter  of  similar  import  to  the  above. 


To  George  Little. 

AsHEBORO,  Feh.  20th,  I860. 
I  had  intended  to  attend  the  convention  of  our  partv  on  Pledging  support 

i.'^-,.      toa  Whig  paper. 

the  2 2d  mst.,  but  have  been  for  a  few  days  so  much  indis- 
posed that  I  think  I  shall  not  get  off. 

When  ever  you  shall  have  made  your  arrangements 
complete  for  getting  \\-p  a  paper  to  sustain  our  party,  you 
may  rely  on  the  $150  which  I  pledged  for  my  counties. 
The  amount  of  time  and  money  I  have  had  to  spend  in 
vindication  of  my  Rail  Road  report  together  with  this 
$150.  is  of  inconvenient  account  to  me — as  I  am  in- 
fluenced by  no  desire  for  political  promotion.  While  my 
friends  are '  ready  and  anxious  to  have  me  be  a  candidate 
and  re-elect  me  to  the  Legislature,  I  fear  little  of  the  $150. 
will  be  made  up.  Whenever  you  shall  have  perfected  the 
arrangement,  however,  I  will  pay  it. 

I  send  you  a  paper  containing  a  long  review  of  my  R.  R, 
report  and  other  matters  relating  to  the  R.  R.  manage- 
ment. From  the  highly  flattering  letters  which  T  have 
reed,  from  men  competent  to  judge,  I  am  persuaded  it 
will  re-pay  you  for  the  reading.  In  the  approaching  State 
elections  I  believe  Democracy  can  be  more  damaged,  by  an 
exposure  of  the  management  of  our  public  works  than  by 
any  thing  else.  The  fraud  on  the  State  in  the  contract  on 
the  W.  ^N".  C.  R.  R.  from  Hale's  to  Morganton  is  mon- 
strous.— It  is  jDrobably  equally  gross  in  others,  if  honestly 
investigated  and  exposed. 

I  fear  that  you  will  be  unable  to  avoid  a  schism  on  the  uanger  of  sput  on 

«^  ad  valorem  taxa- 

22d  in  the  question  of  ad  valorem  taxation.     I  feel  sure  **o"- 
that  policy  even  more  than  justice  requires  that  constitu- 
tional restriction  by  which  slaves  are  not  taxed  in  proper- 
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tion  to  value  with  land,  should  be  removed.  Should  slave 
owners  insist  on  preserving  this  portion  of  our  constitu- 
tion, I  think  they  will  array  against  them  a  feeling  among 
ourselves,  more  to  be  dreaded  than  jSTorthern  Abolition- 
ism.— The  issue  is  up  and  must  be  met. — If  we  take  a  can- 
didate from  the  East  opposed  to  this  reform,  I  fear  the 
West  will  not  sustain  him. — If  our  Eastern 'friends  should 
see  the  equity  and  expediency  of  this  reform  and  Pool,  of 
Pasquotank,  should  be  our  candidate,  and  the  advocate  of 
submitting  the  question  to  the  people,  we  are  sure  to  elect 
him. 

Raleigh. 


To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons. 

AsiiEBOKO,  Mar.  6th,  1860. 

Your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.  reached  me  during  my  at- 
tendance of  the  Montgomery  Court. 
Regarding  railroad      If  I  understand  your  view  of  the  subiect  it  is  that  the 

matters.  .  "^  .  "^ 

Legislature  contemplates  re-enacting  the  charters  of  the 
N".  C.  R.  R.  and  the  charters  of  the  W.  ^.  C.  R.  R. ; 
that  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  by  individuals  was  not  in 
fact  to  be  paid ;  that  it  was  known  by  the  Legislature  when 
those  acts  jiassed  that  they  could  not  be  and  would  not  be 
so  interpreted  that  the  State  would  pay  all.  I  do  not 
think  that  by  a  fair  construction  of  the  Act  of  1848  the 
company  had  a  right  to  commence  ivorh  until  $1,000,000 
be  subscribed  by  individuals  and  half  this  amount  actually 
paid.  The  36  Section,  providing  for  the  State's  subscrip- 
tion, enacts  that  the  "State  subscription  shall  be  paid  as 
soon  as  the  said  company  shall  commence  work."  It  is 
true  that  the  company  Avere  to  organize  whenever  the  in- 
dividual corporations  should  have  paid  5  per  cent  of  their 
subscriptions,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  see  why  they  should 
organize  until  they  were  ready  to  locate  and  go  to  work. 
It  has  received  the  interpretations,  however,  that  the  in- 
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dividual  stockholders  could  organize  and  let  out  the  con- 
tracts among  themselves.  Before  the  charter  for  the  W. 
]^.  C.  R.  R.  was  enacted  in  1854,  and  this  charter  is  es- 
sentially different  from  that  of  IS^.  C.  R.  R.  in  this :  that 
upon  the  subscription  of  ^  of  the  estimated  cost  of  a  sec- 
tion and  a  payment  of  5  per  cent  by  the  subscribers,  the 
State  owes  to  the  subscribers  her  |  and  appoints  8  direc- 
tors ;  and  then  the  Board  of  Directors  may  locate  and  con- 
struct. The  act  contemplated  that  the  State  should  be 
represented  before  the  contracts  were  let;  it  provides  that 
payments  should  be  made  pro  rata  by  the  State  and  by  in- 
dividuals. On  the  whole  it  seems  clear  to  my  mind  that 
the  act  contemplated  actual  payment  in  cash  or  labor  by 
the  individual  stockholders.  It  surely  could  not  have  been 
contemplated  by  the  Legislature  that  she  was  to  have  8 
directors,  the  individual  stockholders  but  4,  and  that  the 
State  directors  would  concur  in  a  scheme  by  which  the 
State  should  pay  all,  the  individual  stockholders  who  took 
contracts  to  pay  nothing  and  own  ^  of  the  work.  I  do 
not  believe,  therefore,  that  the  Legislature  contemplated 
that  the  individual  stockholders  were  to  pay  nothing,  and 
I  understand  many  of  the  smaller  stockholders  did  in  fact 
pay  for  their  stock  on  the  IST.  C.  R.  R. 

This  latter  Act  as  well  as  the  Charter  for  the  Atlantic 
Road  was  passed  in  1854,  The  Supreme  Court  opinion 
was  given  at  June  Court,  1855.  This  charter  had  been 
accepted.  I  do  not  perceive  what  the  Legislature  follow- 
ing could  have  done.  The  Legislature  of  1856,  I  suppose, 
wdien  granting  the  amendment  asked  for  by  the  W.  N.  C. 
R.  R.  might  have  provided  for  defeating  this  fraudulent 
mode  of  letting  the  contracts.  The  Supreme  Court  was 
commenting  on  the  extraordinary  features  of  the  charter 
of  JST.  C.  R.  R.,  by  which  the  private  stockholders  let  out 
the  contracts  among  themselves  hefore  the  State  was  a 
partner,  at  a  period  when  the  State  had  no  directors.  I 
do  not  think  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  given 
bv  wav  of  hint  to  the  Legislature  in  reference  to  further 
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legislation,  but  I  know  that  many  who  felt  hiu't  by  it, 
songlit  to  make  this  impression.  But  considering  that  you 
are  right,  then  let  the  censure  fall  on  the  Legislature.  The 
public  is  defrauded.  It  ought  to  be  enlightened  on  the 
subject  and  those  who  are  properly  responsible  for  it  held 
up  for  public  censure.  There  is  a  much  greater  evil  grow- 
ing out  of  winking  at  such  frauds  than  the  mere  loss  of  the 
money.  When  men  in  high  places  continue  to  cheat  the 
public  and  the  public  wink  at  it  [it]  vitiates  the  public 
morals.  I  think  the  Directors  and  their  confederates  are 
alone  responsible. 

My  friend  Dr.  Ramsey  fears  that  Davis  and  Simonton, 
Whigs,  may  feel  hurt  at  my  commenting  on  the  W.  N.  C. 
E.  R.    I  have  written  without  any  reference  to  policy. 

My  friend  A.  G.  Foster  ascertained  to  whom  I  am  in- 
debted for  my  copy  of  the  contract.  He  says  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  its  correctness.  It  is  understood  that  I  am  not 
to  know  who  sent  it. 

The  directors  are  surely  responsible,  when  the  estimate 
was  based  on  iron  weighing  53  pounds  to  the  linear  yard, 
for  so  drawing  up  the  contract  that  much  lighter  iron  may 
be  used.  I  am  told  the  iron  being  used  is  much  lighter. 
I  have  taken  measures  to  ascertain  its  weight,  but  hope  I 
shall  not  have  to  write  further  on  the  subject.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  leaders  of  Democracy  think  my  last  ar- 
ticle can  not  be  successfully  answered  and  the  edict  has 
gone  forth  that  it  is  to  be  treated  with  silent  contempt. 


To  William  J.  Long. 

AsHEBORO,  March  10th,  1860. 

vSa  cfmiidate        ^  ^^"^^  ^'^^^'  ^^"^^'V  two  Icttcrs  from  Alamauce— the  one 
for  state  Senator,    va'itten  to  your  friend,  I.  H.  Foust,  by  Chesley  F.  Faucett, 
in  which  he  ex])resses  a  very  emphatic    wish  for    my  re- 
nomination  for  the  Senate.     He  says  little  Charley  is  now 
r<  Inikcd  h\  me  and  tliat  if  I  am  not  re-nominated  that  it 
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■will  be  claimed  that  my  constituents  do  not  sustain,  me. 
He  refers  to  Dr.  "Watson's  wish  to  run  for  the  Senate,  says 
it  will  not  do,  and  states  his  purpose  to  attend  Alamance 
Court  to  exert  his  influence  to  carry  out  his  views. 

I  have  also  received  a  letter  from  J.  S.  Scott,  in  which 
he  says  it  seems  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Whigs  with  whom  he 
has  conversed  to  nominate  Dr.  Watson,  and  expressing  a 
wish  that  I  would  run  for  the  Commons. 

I.  H.  Foust  writes  me  that  his  brother  Thomas  and  that 
everybody  in  his  knowledge  is  for  my  re-nomination  except 
Dr.  McAden  who,  as  I,  fears,  that  Watson  will  take  the 
track  and  thus  confuse  us.  I  feel  that  the  Whigs  of  A. 
ought  to  feel  it  due  to  our  cauge  to  renominate  me ;  but  if 
1  am  not  renominated  I  should  exceedingly  regret  to  have 
Dr.  Watson  run  at  this  time.  He  is  utterly  incompetent 
to  rouse  the  Whig  fire  we  hope  to  see  up  this  summer.  I 
am  further  of  the  opinion  that  Giles  Mebane  will  openly 
or  covertly  oppose  my  nomination.  If  he  be  run  for  the 
Senate,  though  he  has  ability,  he  will  deaden  ^hr  effects  ox 
my  Tt.  R.  labors  which  1  can  make  the  means  of  getting 
some  democratic  votes.  It  would  be  [a]  wily  scheme  of  our 
adversaries  to  bring  him  on  the  Senate  track.  Under  the 
circumstances  I  would  rather  have  Watson.  Faucett  would 
do  better  than  either. 

I  intend  this  as  confidential  so  far  as  my  views  are  ex- 
pressed. 

I  think  vou  can  manao-e  this  matter  about  ria'ht. 

Geaham. 


To  J.  S.  Scott. 

AsHEBORO,  Mar.  10th,  1860. 
Yours  of  the  7th  inst.  is  iust  received.     In  replv  to  your  Regarding  senato- 

■•■    '  "^  rial  nomination. 

inquiry  whether  Randolph  will  yield  to  Alamance  the 
nomination  of  the  Senatorial  Candidate,  I  answer  that 
such  is  the    universal    sentiment,    I    believe.     You    ask 
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whether  we  would  support  Dr.  Watson,  whom  you  say  the 
Whigs  of  your  County,  so  far  as  you  have  heard,  unani- 
mously desire.  I  have  no  doubt  this  County  will  heartily 
endorse  him  if  nominated  by  the  Whigs  of  your  County. 
He  is  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have  much  respect.  I  would 
support  him  if  thus  nominated.  Very  few  know  him  in 
this  County,  but  we  are  true  Whigs  and  concede  your 
County  this  year  the  right  to  designate  whom  you  would 
prefer  for  Senator  and  we  will  support  him. 

It  would  be  uncandid  in  me  not  to  mention  that  I  have 
communications  from  several  of  your  prominent  Whigs, 
expressing  their  preference  that  your  County  waive  the 
right,  conceded  to  her,  to  nominate  an  Alamance  man  and 
run  me  again.  I  have  not  sought  and  shall  not  seek  a 
nomination  either  for  the  Senate  or  Commons,  but  it  is 
due  to  candor  to  say  that  I  should  not  decline  a  nomina- 
tion, coming  without  my  asking,  from  your  County.  I  de- 
sire that  you  do  whatever  you  may  think  best  and  I  shall 
be  content  and  ready  to  do  my  best  to  elect  your  nominee. 

Hurrah  for  our  platform  and  Pool.  We  expect  to  have 
a  complete  triumph  this  summer, 

Graham. 


To  Geo.  McNeill. 

AsHEBORo,  Mar.  10th,  IS 60. 

of  Dan^envorth^  Soiiie  obscrvatious  lately  made  by  you  to  my  son  in  an 
editorial  in  a  late  number  of  your  paper  induces  me  to  sub- 
mit to  you  some  views  in  regard  to  the  Eev.  Daniel  Worth. 
In  addition  to  the  horror  of  having  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel, aged  67  years,  whipped,  I  am  persuaded  that  abolition- 
ists at  home  and  abroad  will  turn  it  to  account.  To  show 
some  laxity  would  be  evidence  of  conscious  security  on  the 
part  of  the  community.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  talent 
and  exemplary  morals,  who  has  dwelt  upon  the  subject  of 
emanciiiation  to  slaves  until  ho  has  become  monomaniacal 
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and  will  march  to  the  ignominious  punishment  with  the 
feelings  of  a  martyr,  and  his  punishment  would  be  the 
subject  of  inflammatory  correspondence  to  the  Northern 
journals  adverse  to  slavery. 

The  general  interpretation  of  the  16th  Sec.  of  the  Stat- 
ute, entitled  Crimes  and  Punishments,  excludes  any  in- 
quiry into  the  intent  with  which  any  one  circulates  a  pub- 
lication, "the  evident  tendency  of  which  is  to  cause  slaves 
to  become  discontented  with  their  bondage." 

Someljody  must  read  such  things  in  order  to  ascertain 
their  tendency.  The  circulation  of  a  book  containing  in- 
cendiary matter  Tvould  seem  to  sitbject  any  one  to  indict- 
ment, though  he  might  be  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the 
book  or  deceived  as  to  its  contents.  Everybody  must  de- 
cide, at  his  peril,  what  amounts  to  such  evident  teiidency. 
Judge  Shepherd  at  Montgomery  last  week  held  that  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  religious  creed  of  a  Society  declaring  that 
Slavery  is  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  religion,  if 
printed  and  circulated  among  its  members,  would  make 
the  person  circulating  it  indictable  under  this  statute,  be- 
cause all  religious  societies  admit  slaves  as  members  and 
such  an  article  would  have  an  "evident  tendency  to  make 
them  dissatisfied  with  their  social  condition."  This  rea- 
soning seems  to  be  clear.  *  *  *  j  think  this  act  ought 
to  be  carried  into  effect  against  those  only  who  intend  to 
produce  dissatisfaction  among  slaves.  Daniel  Worth  is 
as  fit  a  case  for  the  execution  of  the  law  as  could  well  be 
presented,  if  he  were  not  an  old  man  and  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  of  exemplary  character,  save  in  the  particular  of 
Abolitionism.  In  this  particular  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
monomaniac.  ISTow  I  think  he  ought  not  to  be  whipped 
if  he  will  leave  the  country.  It  is  well  known  that  his 
relatives  without  exception  have  condemned  him,  that  they 
would  gladly  had  him  leave  the  State  if  they  could  have 
induced  him  to  do  so.  It  is  in  reference  to  the  effect  on 
the  public  mind  that  I  deprecate  his  punishment  imder 
the  statute  which  though  it  be  right  is  highly  penal.     His 
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arrest  has  called  the  attentiou  of  the  whole  country  to  it. 
and  men  will  be  exceedingly  cautious  for  many  a  day  to 
come,  how  they  violate  it. 

To  increase  the  troubles,  partizans  have  attempted  to 
bring  the  matter  into  the  vortex  of  party  politics.  Most 
men,  in  a  position  to  exert  influence,  are  afraid  of  bring- 
ing themselves  into  public  odium  if  they  suggest  lenity  as 
the  wisest  course  to  promote  the  public  good;  and  I  fear 
the  law  is  likely  to  be  enforced  wdth  the  greatest  vigor, 
while  it  seems  to  me  that  the  general  feeling  is  that  it 
would  be  most  wise  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
to  avoid  whipping  the  prisoner,  on  condition  that  he  leave 
the  State.  Let  him  be  convicted,  but  in  consideration  of 
his  age  and  being  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  let  judgTuent 
be  suspended  on  his  entering  into  a  recognizance  for  his 
good  behavior, 
piantosecurea  a^ow  mv  obiect  in  addressinsT  you  on  the  subiect  is  this: 

mitigation  of  the  ./         j  o  t'  j 

sentence.  J  j^^ow  but  one  man  in  the  State  who  can  advise  prudence 

and  lenity  in  this  matter  and  whose  advice  would  be 
adopted  without  censure  or  suspicion  as  to  his  motives, 
and  that  man  is  Judge  Eufiin ;  and  my  object  in  addressing 
you  is  to  get  you  to  call  his  attention  to  it.  I  know  noth- 
ing as  to  his  views,  but  can  not  but  think  that  a  man  of 
his  sound  and  cool  judgment,  would  deprecate  carrying 
out  the  statute  in  its  extreme  rigor  in  this  case.  If  he 
would  address  a  letter  to  R.  P.  Dick,  or  to  me,  or  to  W. 
F.  Long,  or  in  any  other  w^ay  most  agreeable  to  himself, 
recommending  that  the  prisoner  should  not  be  whipped, 
with  an  understanding  that  the  judge  and  the  solicitor 
might  see  it,  this  matter  might  be  brought  to  a  judicious 
conclusion ;  but  standing  in  the  relations  I  do  to  the  pris- 
oner, and  not  knowing  the  judge's  feelings,  I  will  not  ad- 
dress him.  This  is  my  first  move  in  this  matter.  I  am 
not  counsel  for  the  prisoner  and  have  not  had  a  word  of 
communication  with  him,  direct  or  indirect,  and  do  not 
expect  to  have,  unless  this  plan  succeeds.  In  this  event  I 
am  persuaded  I  could  operate  on  him,  through  his  son-in- 
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law,  Dr.  Wood  \_iro)rI  iJl('gihIr~\   immediately  to  leave  the 
State. 

It  could  in  no  way  do  any  good  for  it  to  be  known  that 
I  have  written  this  communication  to  you,  and  I  desire 
that  it  be  regarded  as  confidential,  with  the  exception  that 
I  authorize  you  to  make  known  its  contents  to  Judge 
Euffin,  if  you  deem  it  expedient.  Beyond  him  I  prefer 
that  nobody  know  I  have  taken  any  steps  in  this  matter ; 
not  that  I  feel  that  its  being  known  would  injure  me,  but 
it  would,  by  some,  be  misrepresented  and  perverted.  I 
presume  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  known  its  contents 
to  Judge  Euffin.  l)ut  in  this  you  can  act  as  you  think 
proper. 


To  Rev.  G.  W.  Baininii. 

AsHEBOKO,  March  31st,  1S60. 
Eev.  Daniel  Worth,  mv  first  cousin,  was  tried  vesterdav  U°'^yiction  of 

'        -  '  .  ^    Daniel  Worth. 

for  circulating  Helper's  book  and  convicted.  Judgment 
of  the  Court,  one  year's  imprisonment.  The  judge  had 
no  discretion  as  to  the  imprisonment.  The  court  was  au- 
thorized, in  its  discretion,  to  have  sentenced  him  to  the 
pillory  and  whipping  also. 

He  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  was  remanded 
to  prison. 

His  zeal  has  had  the  better  of  his  discretion.  IS^obody 
here  will  countenance  the  circulation  of  a  book  denouncing 
slave-holders  as  worse  than  thieves,  murderers,  etc. 

I  just  visited  him  in  prison.  He  has  good  health.  I  am 
most  sincerely  sorry  that  he  has  deemed  it  proper  to  circu- 
late the  Helper  book  here.  He  was  most  ably  defended 
by  Hon.  Jas.  T.  Morehead,  who  owns  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  slaves.  He  speaks  in  the  warmest  terms  of  appro- 
bation of  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Morehead. 

East  Orange,  1^.  J. 
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To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsHEBOBo,  ^2^?.  ISth,  1860. 

Regarding  iiis  can-       [  have  retiiriuHl  witliiii  the  last  two  hours  from  below, 
dldacy  for  the  i    c     i        i 

Legislature.  where  1  have  been  for  the  past  Iavo  weeks,  and  nnd  a  let- 

ter dated  Apl.  2d,  signed  by  A.  Moore,  Jas.  T.  Hunter 
and  Jno.  H.  Clapp,  urging  me  to  be  a  candidate  for  the 
Commons,  and  informing  me  that  Conventions  are  un- 
popular in  Alamance  and  that  Dr.  Watson  is  a  candidate 
for  the  Senate.  They  say  the  proposed  convention  will 
not  l)e  attended  by  a  dozen  persons;  hope  I  will  hold  my- 
self in  readiness  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Senate  two  years 
hence,  etc.  I  conclude  Dr.  Watson  has  adopted  the  Dr. 
Lane  plan  of  getting  turf,  knowing  that  the  Whigs  can 
not  aiford  to  have  dissensions  among  themselves  and  that 
he  will  save  them  the  trouble  of  deciding  on  the  man  to 
be  senatorial  candidate.  They  say  ''but  for  the  arrange- 
ment heretofore  made"  (alternating  the  candidate)  "all 
would  be  for  you  as  the  candidate." 

I  greatly  lament  this  thing,  because  Dr.  Watson  will  not 
give  hearty  satisfaction  to  our  friends  in  either  County ; 
and  T  suppose  he  has  adopted  his  course,  intending  not 
to  be  di^'ert<'d  from  it,  even  if  an  imposing  convention 
should  signify  their  dissent.  It  brings  up  the  question 
whether  I  shall  run  for  the  Commons,  and  it  is  to  express 
my  views  on  this  sul)ject  that  I  address  you.  Only  a  very 
few,  yourself  among  them,  have  asked  me  to  run  in  the 
Commons.  Whilst  I  had  fully  decided  to  run  in  the  Sen- 
ate, if  nominated  by  Alamance,  I  think  I  ought  not  to  nui 
foi-  the  Commons.  Whilst  an  endorsement  by  both  conn- 
ties  would  have  been  such  a  testimonial  of  confidence  as 
would  have  warranted  the  personal  inconvenience  and 
pecuniary  loss  which  a  seat  in  Legislature  would  bring  to 
me,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  I  ought  to  subject  myself 
to  such  inconvenience  for  an  endorsement  of  one  County 
only,  when  I  think,  as  I  do,  that  I  would  render  little  ser- 
\'ic('  by  the  canvass  iu  Randolph.     I  hoped  to  r^cnder  much 
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service  to  our  cause  in  Alamance,  and  I  think  I  should  he 
a  much  less  efficient  memher  in  the  Commons  than  in  the 
Senate.  As  to  the  mere  name  of  the  thing  I  had  quite 
as  leave  he  in  the  one  house  as  the  other ;  besides,  I  know 
that  many  of  my  best  friends  prefer  that  I  should  not 
run  unless  for  the  Senate ;  I  beg*  you  and  others,  therefore, 
not  to  think  of  running  me  for  the  Commons.  I  am  sure 
that  it  will  be  less  inconvenient  to  you,  that  you  would 
be  elected  by  acclamation,  and  that  you  would  be  able 
to  render  more  valuable  service  than  I  can.  We  ought 
by  all  means  to  have  one  efficient  candidate,  and  T  think 
you  are  our  only  chance.  Will  you  run  ?  I  have  read  the 
discussion  between  Ellis  and  Pool  at  Gatesville.  Pool's 
triumph  is  more  complete  than  I  expected,  confident  as  I 
was  that  he  would  trimu]di. 


To  Bev.  G.  ^y.  Bainum. 

AsHEBORO,  Maij  2d,  1S60. 

*  -Jf  *  *  -x-  *  * 

Postscript. — Rev.  Daniel  Worth  was  again  convicted 
at  Guilford  last  week.  Same  judgt.  as  here.  Appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  Has  given  bail  in  $3,000  and  left 
the  State,  to  return  and  abridge  the  judgments,  or  make 
up  the  money  and  indemnify  his  securities. 

East  OrangE;,  X.  J. 


To  Chesley  F.  FauceU. 

AsHEBORO,  May  Jfth,,  1860. 

On  the  17th  Feb.  last  I  addressed  to  you  a  letter  in  re-  fflTc'yfof  the '**''■ 
lation  to  the  Senatorial  candidate  for  our  district,  and  on  senate, 
the  same  day  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Watson  in  reply  to  a  letter 
from  him.     I  have  reed,  no  answer  to  either  letter.     The 
subject  has  been  much  stirred  since,  and  having  learned 
your  views  by  a  letter  you  wrote  to  my  friend  I.  H.  Foust, 
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I  venture  to  recur  briefly  to  the  matter.  The  Whigs  of 
this  County,  and  also  many  of  the  Democrats,  highly  ap- 
prove my  efforts  to  expose  the  management  of  our  public 
works,  and  from  the  bitterness  with  which  I  have  been  as- 
sailed on  this  account  by  the  Democrats  in  the  Senate, 
through  the  press,  and  particularly  by  Mr.  Fisher  and 
especially  on  account  of  the  re-election  of  Mr.  F.,  which 
he  claims  as  a  complete  vindication  to  himself  and  as  a 
rel)uke  to  me,  a  very  strong  desire  exists  here  that  your 
county  would  nominate  me  in  order  that  the  district  which 
elected  me  might  endorse  my  course.  I  confess  that  such 
an  endorsement  would  be  gratifying  to  my  feelings,  and 
if  my  constituents  approve  my  course,  policy  and  the  pub- 
lic "oo'd  would  seem  to  call  for  such  endorsement.  The 
omission  to  sustain  me  will  be  called  by  Democracy  as  a 
virtual  repudiation  of  my  course,  and  will  deter  any  other 
from  the  unpleasant  and  laborious  duty  of  looking  into 
the  management  of  our  public  works.  Fraud,  wdiich  is 
creeping  into  the  administration  of  our  improvements, 
will  be  made  bolder.  Our  people  are  strongly  impressed 
with  these  views  and  have  been  led  to  believe  that  you 
concur  in  them,  that  our  leading  men  highly  disapprove  of 
Dr.  Watson's  becoming  a  candidate  unless  your  people  in 
convention  had  nominated  him.  In  this  way  Dr.  Lane 
misrepresented  us.  Owing  to  the  injudicious  custom  of 
alternating  the  Senator  each  session,  this  county  will 
cheerfully  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  Whigs  of  Alamance, 
if  represented  in  Convention ;  but  while  our  people  think 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  you  ought  to  nominate 
me,  and  that  a  majorit.y  of  you  desire  to  do  so,  they  will 
regard  with  great  disfavor  any  one  voluntarily  taking  the 
track.  I  fear  our  people  can  not  be  brought  to  support 
Watson  with  any  zeal,  if  at  all,  unless  he  w^ere  nominated 
by  a  convention  fairly  gotten  up. 

I  have  been  thus  frank  with  you  at  the  risk  of  having 
my  motives  misconstrued,  because  I  think  mischief  to  our 
cause  will  result  from  total  inaction.     I  desire  no  political 
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preferment,  and  but  for  this  peculiar  position  I  occupy, 
would  greatly  prefer  not  to  be  a  candidate ;  and  I  will  not 
run  unless  a  convention,  in  which  a  majority  of  the  Dele- 
gates from  Alamance  concur,  shall  nominate  me. 

I  address  these  views  to  you  for  your  consideration,  not 
for  i^ublic  use,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

[P.  S.]— I  could  be  elected  by  acclamation  to  the  Com- 
mons, but  this  would  not  be  such  an  endorsement  as  would 
warrant  the  personal  sacrifice  which  a  seat  in  the  Legis- 
lature involves  to  me.  So  my  friends  here  regard  it. 
They  do  not  desire  me  to  run  unless  to  fill  the  place  my 
enemies  say  I  so  discreditably  filled  at  the  last  session. 

McCray's  Store,  Aeamance  Co. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsHEBORO,  21  ay  J^th,  1S60. 
I  feel  as  vou  express  vourself  that  our  Alamance  friends  Regarding  the  s^ep- 

•^  ^  "'  _      atonal  situation  in 

commit  a  great  error  in  allowing  Dr.  W.  to  run.  He  will  ^al^oiph  ^"'^ 
secure  a  cold  support,  not  only  in  this  County,  but  in  his 
own.  I  confess  that  I  feel  that  the  nomination  is  due  to 
me,  and  that  it  will  be  quite  a  political  blunder  if  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  from  the  two  counties  be  not  held, 
but  I  should  not  feel  honored  by  a  nomination  which  I 
had  any  agency  in  bringing  about.  I  have  heard  nothing 
from  the  proposed  county  convention  at  Graham,  to  have 
been  held  on  the  28th  ult.  I  presume  it  failed.  Wat- 
son's friends  intended  to  have  it  fail.  My  information 
leads  me  to  believe  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Whigs  of 
A.  would  rather  vote  for  me  than  for  Watson.  If  he  and 
I  were  competitors  I  should  beat  him  much  further  than  I 
beat  Lane;  but  his  friends  will  be  active.  Mine,  not  urged 
on  by  me,  and  unwilling  to  wound  Dr.  W.'s  feelings,  will 
do  nothing. 

If  A.  do  not  nominate  me,  who  is  likely  to  be  in  the 
field  in  either  County  who  can  contribute  anything  to  the 
development  of  our  strength  ? 
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If  A.  must  have  the  candidate,  she  ought  to  bring  out  a 
more  efficient  and  more  popular  man.  Such  a  man  is 
Chcsley  Faucett.  I  could  very  cheerfully  give  up  the  idea 
of  running  if  he  were  the  candidate.  I  feel  mortified, 
when  I  really  believe  we  are  about  to  get  into  the  ascend- 
ant, to  have  so  dull  a  man  as  Watson  in  the  field.  Mr. 
McAden  has  so  recently  come  into  the  district  that  he 
ought  not  to  think  of  running  for  the  Senate.  He  would 
greatly  strengthen  himself  for  the  future,  as  you  suggest, 
by  insisting  on  my  nomination. 

If  A.  insists  on  having  the  candidate  Randolph  ought 
at  least  to  be  heard  in  the  selection  among  her  own  men. 
It  is  scarcely  respectful  not  to  meet  us  in  convention.  If 
they  have  appointed  no  delegates,  ought  we  not  to  make  a 
further  demonstration  at  May  Court  ? 

My  repugnance  to  having  Watson  as  our  Candidate  for 
the  Senate  is  very  strong,  but  /  cannot  speak  out  on  the 
subject.  He  su]:)ported  me  wannly,  as  I  will  him,  if  noth- 
ing better  can  be  done.  W.  J.  Long,  when  I  mentione<l 
to  him  some  time  ago  that  Watson  intended  to  lie  the  can- 
didate, replied,  with  strong  emphasis,  "That  shall  not  be ; 
I  will  not  stand  that." 

I  am  surju'ised  that  Govr.  M.  is  anxious  for  me  to  run. 
I  can  not  understand  him.  It  seems  to  me  he  should  have 
explained  himself  to  me. 


To  J.  (r.  Bavisey. 

AsiiEBORO,  2faij  JjfJi.  ISOO. 
KoLraniiiis  contest       At  the  tiuic  I  wrotc  mv  last  R.  R.  article  I  felt  quite 
'ivk'iids hisasii^^'^^  Sensitive ;  some  of  my  friends  thought  I  had  gone  too  far 
""'^^''  in  my  Plebs  article.    Believing  that  I  had  more  than  vindi- 

cated myself  and  knowiug,  fr(tm  tlie  great  length  <if  the 
article,  that  it  woidd  not  be  repidilished  in  any  other  pa- 
])ers.  I  luul  500  extra  co]ues  of  the  Patviot  printed.     I  soon 
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became  satisfied  that  all  men  of  sense,  as  well  Democrats 
as  Whigs,  conceded  that  my  triumph  was  complete ;  and 
especially  among  my  constitnency  I  found  myself  more 
than  snstained,  and  in  the  press  of  a  very  diversilied  busi- 
ness I  neglected  to  distribnte  many  of  the  papers.  I  learn 
that  it  is  supposed  Mr.  Fisher  will  be  a  candidate  against 
you.  If  so  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  circulation  of 
these  papers  and  your  editorial  might  benefit  you.  I  have 
about  50.  If  you  think  proper  to  give  me  the  names  and 
offices  of  persons  to  whom  you  would  wish  them  sent,  I 
will  send  them,  and  the  parties  may  be  kept  in  ignorance 
whence  they  came. 

A  custom  has  prevailed  between  Randolph  and  Alamance 
to  alternate  the  Senators,  so  I  shall  not  be  a  candidate  un- 
less Alamance  call  for  me.  I  am  informed  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  Whigs  of  Alamance  wish  to  run  me,  but 
they  were  embarrassed  by  the  opposition  of  some  of  those 
men.  I  neither  ask  nor  decline  my  nomination.  [The  rest 
of  the  page  illegible.^  votes  now,  having  gained  many 
friends  and  lost  none,  save  ''the  doer  of  odd  jobs." 

[P.  S.] — I  have  been  unable  to  get  a  bar  of  Fisher's 
iron  weighed. 


To  L.  Blovlx'incr. 

AsHEBORO,  June  9th,  ISOO. 
I  am  anxious  to  know,  bv  the  3d  Julv,  the  weight,  per  Request  for  infor- 

'      ■  '  r^  i         matioii  as  to  rail- 

linear  yard,  of  the  iron  being  used  by  ]\Ir.  Fisher  on  his  ^°''^**  materials. 

contract  from  Hale's  to  Morganton. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  loads  of  it  may  he  occasion- 
ally detained  at  your  place,  so  that  a  bar  might  be  accu- 
rately measured  and  weighed. 

I  would  by  no  means  involve  you  or  anybody  else  in  my 
R.  R.  controversy,  and  will  not  use  your  name  or  that  of 
any  person  you  may  secure  to  weigh  it,  without  his  or  your 
consent. 
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I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  fiiriiisb  me  tlie  in- 
formation desired. 
Salisbury. 


To  Giles  Mehane.^ 

AsHEBORO^  June  9tli,  1860. 
My  Dear  Sir — 
Discussion  of  cam-       jj^  ^he  brief  interview  we  had  at  Graham,  you  expressed 

paign  matenal  for  ^  ^  J- 

Aiamance.  ,^  wish  that  I  would  attend  all  your  tax  gatherings  and  that 

I  would  not  discuss  E.  E.  matters  further  than  might  be 
necessary  to  my  defense ;  you  also  mentioned  that  you 
would  probably  not  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Alamance.  I  deem  it  necessary,  before  I  make 
a  speech  in  your  County,  to  understand  more  fully  what 
are  the  points  in  the  R.  R.  matter  which  you  would  have 
me  touch  slightly.  If  vou  shall  have  made  your  arrange- 
ments to  be  at  the  first  tax  gathering  you  can  explain  to 
me  orally.  If  not,  I  w^ould  like  to  have  you  write  me  your 
views.  I  took  it,  that  as  you  have  been  a  director  since 
1855,  you  wished  me  to  discuss  the  subject  as  not  to  com- 
pel you  to  defend  your  course  as  a  director. 

The  points  which  I  may  touch  without  in  any  waj^  impli- 
cating you,  I  think,  are:  The  Jno.  C.  McRae  &  Co.'s 
contract,  the  wood  contracts,  the  right  of  way  of  Andrew's 
lot,  the  memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  1856  by  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Directors,  setting  forth  the  indebtedness 
of  the  com])any,  Dudley  and  Ashlej^  and  Moore  account 
and  negligence  in  collecting  rents  at  shops ;  ''Debts  un- 
listed and  not  known  to  exist." 

I  suppose  you  would  prefer  that  I  pass  over  the  matter 
with  which  Genl.  Trolinger's  name  is  connected — the  ex- 
press train,  tlie  Hotel  and  the  omission  to  set  apart  and 
invest  as  a  sinking  fund  annually  a  sum  sufficient  to  ])ay 

^  Giles  Mebane  of  Alamance.  He  had  been  frequentl\'  a  Whig 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  past. 
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the  $350,000  at  maturity.  The  "rebuke"  cast  on  me  by 
the  re-election  of  Mr.  F.  last  July. 

The  accounts  of  Dudley  and  Ashley  and  Moore  were 
never  seen  by  the  Directors  or  by  the  Finance  Com.  They 
found  their  Avay  to  the  books  after  the  investigating  com. 
was  appointed. 

I  may  have  misconceived  your  idea.  I  feel  the  deep- 
est possible  desire  for  your  election  and  will  do  anything 
I  can  properly  do  to  promote  your  success,  but  it  will  be 
universally  expected  of  me  to  discuss  this  matter,  and  I 
wish  to  do  so  in  such  manner  as  may  be  best  for  our  cause, 
consistent  with  proper  self-respect. 

If  you  can  not  be  at  your  first  tax  gathering,  please  give 
me  your  general  idea  on  this  matter. 

Mr,  F.  says  his  re-election  last  summer  was  a  "rebuke" 
to  me.  I  do  not  know  how  you  voted.  If  you  voted  for 
his  re-election,  on  what  ground  will  you  put  the  vote  ? 

At  what  place  does  your  sheriff  begin  his  tax  gatherings? 
How  far  is  the  place  from  Graham  and  in  what  direction 
from  Graham  ? 

I  think  it  will  be  best  for  me  to  spend  the  first  week  in 
your  County  and  the  next  week  in  Randolph.  You  and 
Mr.  McAden  can  have  a  full  field  for  debate  and  can  fill 
it  to  the  best  advantage  for  yourselves.  I  intend,  however, 
to  be  governed  in  this  by  your  wishes. 

If  convenient  send  me  a  list  of  all  your  tax  gatherings. 

Mebanesville. 


CJieslcy  F.  Faucett. 

AsHEBOEO,  Jinie  lltli,  1S60. 
I  take  it  that  everybody  in  my  district  will  expect  me  Request  for  suar- 

gestions  as  to  cam- 

to  discuss  the  matters  contained  in  my  R.  R.  writings.  Mr.  paign  material  for 

•■'  ^  Alamanse. 

Mebane,  your  most  popular  candidate,  has  been  a  Director 
since  1855,  and  so  far  as  the  Journals  of  the  Co.  show  has 
concurred  in  all  their  proceedings,  and  as  I  am  informed 
voted  for  the  re-election  of  Mr.  F.  in  1859,  and  voted  for 
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tlie  (lividt'iul  then  declared,  when  there  were  no  profits  on 
liand,  nnless  the  company  had  "means  unlisted  and  not 
known"  (to  the  public)  "to  exist."  I  address  you  confi- 
dentinUy,  as  a  discreet  friend,  and  ask  for  any  suggestion 
you  may  feel  willing  to  make. 

[P.  S.J — I  am  sincerely  anxious  for  the  success  of  Mr. 
Mebane  and  Mr.  McAden. 

McCkay's  Stoke,  Alamance    Cc. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsiiKROKo,  Jinic  25th,  1860. 

Fearing  that  Judge  Saunders's  ill-will  at  me  may  have 
its  influence  against  the  appointment  of  my  son-in-law,  I 
deem  it  expedient  to  accompany  my  resignation  with  the 
recommendation  of  all  the  prominent  members  of  the  bar, 
practising  in  this  Court.  Most  of  these  have  been  consulted 
and  have  agreed  to  recommend  him.  And  I  presume  all 
will  readily  sign  it  as  there  is  no  other  person  likely  to  a])- 
ply,  at  all  qualified  to  fill  the  office.  I  prefer  to  have  the 
list  headed  by  you  and  W.  J.  Long.  If  you  feel  willing 
to  sign  it,  please  send  it  back  with  your  signature  by  return 
mail,  Mr.  Jackson  will  tlicn  take  it  to  ]Mr.  Long  and  to 
the  Greensboro  members  of  the  bar. 


To  C.  F.  Faurett. 

AsHEBOKo,  June  2Stli,  1S60. 

paf''l[*in°\ia'X"nee  "^'^i^i'  suggestions  and  my  own  reflections  have  led  me 
to  the  conchision  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  more 
than  make  a  general  allusion  to  my  R.  E.  report.  '\\y  re- 
nomination  and  the  cordiality  with  which  it  seems  to  be 
received  are  sufficient  evidence  of  tlu^  a]i])roval  of  my 
constituents  and  would  render  a  full  review  unnecessary, 
if  Mdt  ill  l)a(l  taste. 
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I  propose  to  attend  your  first  tax  gathering  and  as  many 
others  as  the  Alamance  friends  may  think  desirable,  but 
as  you  have  two  speaking  candidates  and  there  will  not 
be  time  for  all,  and  as  Randolph  has  no  candidates  accus- 
tomed to  public  speaking,  I  think  I  can  do  most  good  by 
attending  many  of  the  tax  gatherings  of  Randolph. 


To  Giles  Mehane. 

AsiiEnoiJo.  June  2Sth.  1S60. 
Since  writino-  to  you  on  the  9th  inst.,  to  which  I  have  The  Alamance 

i^  i'  '  campaign.     Ivo 

received  no  reply,  I  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion  rendering  railroad  discussion, 
an  answer  from  you  ininecessarj'.    I  intend  in  your  County 
to  discuss  none  of  the  details  of  my  R.    R.    report    and 
writings. 

I  felt  deeply  indignant  at  the  abuse  heaped  on  me  by 
the  Democrats,  which  I  felt  was  undeserved,  especially 
when  Mr,  Fisher  claimed  his  triumphant  re-election  last 
summer  as  disgracing  and  rebuking  me ;  no  one  of  any 
of  my  political  friends  who  voted  for  his  reelection  having 
understood,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  that  this  construction 
of  the  vote  was  made  under  these  circunrstances.  I  had 
intended  in  self-vindication  to  go  fully  into  the  discus- 
sion of  this  matter.  Your  suggestion  has  led  to  reflection 
Avhich  has  resulted  in  a  change  of  purpose.  My  re-nomina- 
tion and  the  apparent  cordiality  with  which  it  is  received 
satisfy  me  that  my  constituents  fully  sustain  me;  and  in 
this  view  it  would  seem  egotistical  to  dwell  on  the  matters. 
I  shall  simply  make  a  general  reference  to  it  and  going 
fully  into  ad  valorem  with  a  light  touch  on  national  poli- 
tics. 

We  are  likely  to  have  no  candidate  who  can  operate 
much  on  puldic  opinion  in  this  County.  As  you  and  Mc- 
Aden  can  say  as  much  as  the  people  can  hear,  and  can 
say  it  no  doubt  more  effectively  for  the  general  cause  and 
vour  own  benefit  than  I  can,  I  think  I  had  better  be  at 
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home  part  of  the  time  for  Public  benefit.     I  will  be  at 
your  first  tax  gathering. 
Mebanesville. 


Regarding  the 
rumors  as  to 
United  States 
Senator. 


To  ./.  /.  Jacl'son. 

Raleigh,  Nov.  29,  '60. 
You  will  have  seen  that  all  the  important  elections  arc 
over  excepting  that  of  Senator.  The  papers  announce  that 
Clingman  has  received  the  caucus  nomination.  I  am  con- 
fident that  this  is  a  mistake.  On  the  contrary  the  under- 
standing here  is  that  the  Caucus  laid  on  the  table  the  mo- 
tion to  nominate  a  Senator.  I  presume  Union  Demo- 
crats are  unwilling  to  vote  for  him.  I  hear  that  some  of 
them  prefer  Bedford  Brown.  I  am  not  in  the  secrets  of 
those  that  can  control  the  election,  but  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  Brown  should  be  the  man.  The  Disunion  in- 
fluence here  is  less  potent  than  it  was  at  the  opening  of 
the  session.  I  hope  no  action  will  l)e  taken  as  to  our  Fed- 
eral relation  before  the  Christmas  holidays  and  that  we 
shall  then  adjourn  until  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln.  If 
he  should  pledge  himself  to  execute  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  and  do  if,  I  care  nothing  about  the  question  as  to 
Squatter  Sovereignty.  If  he  adopt  the  Southern  doctrine 
that  a  State  may  disregard  an  act  of  Congress  at  pleasure 
and  such  State  should  not  be  coerced — ^If  S.  C,  for  in- 
stance, seize  the  LT.  S.  magazine  and  refuse  to  pay  duties 
or  seize  the  public  arms  in  the  Xational  Capital  Arsenal 
and  he  refuse  to  coerce  the  obedience — it  follows  that  he 
ought  not  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  in  the  nullifying  free  States — and  in  that  ease  there 
is  virtually  no  Union  to  dissolve;  upon  this  idea  Ave  have 
no  government,  and  it  will  be  expedient  to  establish  one. 
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To ' 


The  late  election  of  Clingmaii'  to  the  U.  S.  Senate 
awakens  painful  reflections  in  every  lover  of  Union,  whose 
](atriol:ism  raises  him  above  the  influences  of  party.  He 
has  been  long  known  as  a  sympathizer  with  the  Disunion- 
ists  of  S.  G. — originally  a  Henry  Clay  Whig — reviling 
Demo(?racy  more  than  his  leader,  of  late  years  he  got  his 
eye  on  his  present  position,  abandoning  all  his  early  princi- 
ples and  became  a  Democrat  of  the  straightest  order.  At 
the  opening  of  this  Congress,  upon  the  reading  of  Presi- 
dent Buchanan's  message,  he  was  the  first  to  condemn  it 
on  account  of  its  pacific  tone.  He  has  long  been  known 
as  favoring  Disunion. 

In  the  election  for  members  of  the  present  Legislature, 
it  has  often  been  asserted  in  debate  here  and  in  no  in- 
stance denied,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  that  every  member, 
while  a  Candidate,  professed  devotion  to  the  Union  and 
declared  the  election  of  Lincoln,  which  we  all  expected 
would  happen,  would  not  justify  breaking  up  the  L^nion. 
Since  then  no  one  pretends  that  any  new  cause  of  offense 
to  the  South  has  occurred.  It  is  well  known  that  nearly 
all  the  unpretending  Democratic  members  were  at  heart  Conditions  in  the 

^  ~  Legislature. 

wdiat  they  had  professed  to  be  before  their  constituents — 
LTnion  men.  But  their  leaders  had  doubtless  joined  the 
Southern  league.  Avery,^  Hall,*  Erwin,"  Street,^  Person,'^ 
Hoke,^  Bachelor,®  Bridgers,^°  in  the  first  caucus,  assumed 
the  lead  and  demanded  the  decapitation  of  Holden,  because 


^  This  fragment  of  a  letter  in  Worth's  writing  was  probably  to  J.  J. 
Jackson. 

^  Thomas  L.  Clingman,  b.  1812.  Whig  member  of  Commons  1835 
and  1841.  Member  of  Congress  1843-45,  1847-58.  United  States  Sen- 
ator 1858-61.  In  1850  he  became  a  Democrat.  He  was  a  Confed- 
erate Brigadier  General  during  the  war.  In  1875  he  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Convention. 

*  W.  W.  Avery  of  Burke.  "  Saml.  J.  Person  of  New  Hanover. 

*  Eli  W.  Hall  of  New  Hanover.       **  John  F.  Hoke  of  Lincoln. 

5  Marcus  Erwin  of  Buncombe  *Jos.  B.  Batchelor  of  Warren. 

6  Nathaniel  H.  Street  of  Craven,     i"  Robt.  R.  Bridgers  of  Edgecombe 
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he  was  known  to  he  for  Union.  The  rank  and  file  were 
astounded.  When  required  to  abandon  their  old  and  ap- 
])roved  leader,  one  who  was  known  to  have  been  the  very 
heart  of  Democracy  for  long-  years  past,  the  most  talented 
and  hitherto  the  most  influential  of  their  party,  plain,  hon- 
est mendiers,  gaped  in  wonder;  and  very  many  of  them 
had  the  moral  courage,  at  first,  to  oppose  their  leaders. 
Many  honest  Demoerats,  largely  interested  in  slave  prop- 
erty, could  not  at  first  understand  why  a  native  ^orth 
Carolinian,  himself  a  slave  owner,  lately  deemed  worthy 
to  be  Governor  and  United  States  Senator  and  a  Union 
man,  was  to  be  superseded  by  a  man  lately  from  England, 
naturalized  last  April,  without  interest  in  slaves,  an 
avowed  Disunionist,  a  man  without  social  position  in  Ra- 
leigh, where  he  was  best  known.  The  most  profitable 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  General  Assembly  was  the  public 
printing.  This  first  important  move  of  the  leaders  was 
carried  by  a  bare  majority  in  Caucus ;  but  being  carried 
the  rank  and  file,  true  to  discipline,  came  in  the  next  day 
and  voted  unanimously  for  John  Spelman  for  public 
printer.  The  leaders  next  demandeel  that  they  should  vote 
for  Clingnian.     Many  of  the  more  worthy  members 


To  J.  J.  Jaclson. 

Ralekhi,  Dec.  17,  '60. 

Prepuriiiions  for  I  ^^au  uot  find  tiuae  to  write  vou  as  often  as  I  oujiht  to. 

war.  •  >- 

To-day  the  Senate  voted  27  to  15  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  (ii'dci-  to  pass  through  its  2d  and  3d  readings  a  bill 
offered  this  morning  by  Erwin,  who  is  a  manly  disunionist, 
not  a  disunionist  under  the  disguise  of  secessie>n,  author- 
izing the  Gov.  to  expend  $300,000  in  buying  arms.  The 
reason  given  for  this  remarkable  precipitancy  is  that  there 
are  reasons  to  fear  that  a  considerable  insurrection  is  on 
foot,  and  secondly,  that  just  now  a  gun  factory  offers  him 
the  guns  at  rdsJi  prices  and  payment  to  be  made  in  State 
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bonds  at  par.  I  need  not  say  that  such  pi'etext  is  eqnally 
silly.  The  hill  is  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  12  to- 
morrow. It  will  pr()l)ahly  pass  its  second  and  third  read- 
ings. Its  I'eal  object  is  to  enable  the  Governor  to  arm  vol- 
unteers to  aid  S.  C.  The  State  will  soon  be  involved  in 
war  nnless,  to  the  great  disappointment  and  mortification 
of  the  leaders  in  this  General  Assembly,  the  committee 
of  33  should  make  a  pacification. 

Cass  has  resigned  because  B.  would  not  reinforce  Ft. 
]\roultrie.  This  is  the  report  here,  fully  credited.  Cass 
is  too  much  of  a  Statesman  to  connive  at  the  refusal  of 
the  President  to  execute  the  laws.  Lincoln  would  not  be 
permitted  to  execute  them. 

So  So.  Ca.  will  become  another  Paradise — Bv  her  cot- Reflections  on 

national  condi- 

ton  will  rule  the  world — Get  plenty  of  cheap  negroes  from  t'o'^s- 
Africa,  and  we  may  possilily  be  allowed  to  attach  ourselves 
to  her  as  an  hmnble  dependency.     Slavery,  as  Gen.  Jack- 
son well  predicted,  is  only  a  "pretext." 

Slavery  is  doomed  if  the  South  sets  up  a  Southern  Con- 
federacy. With  Canada  in  effect  for  her  jSTorthern  border 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific — all  hating  us,  it  is  mad- 
ness to  think  of  anything  else  only  to  cut  the  throats  of 
the  negroes  or  have  our  own  throats  cut. 

I  am  truly  sorry  that  I  am  a  member  of  this  Assembly 
which  I  think  contains  less  of  patriotism  than  any  like 
number  of  men  ever  assembled  in  this  State  since  the  close 
of  the  Pevolution. 

ISTearly  half  of  the  Democratic  members  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  Union,  but  they  are  the  rank  and  file  and  will 
all  ultimately  follow  their  leaders — at  least,  vote  for  tlie 
measures  of  Avery  and  Co. — all  of  which,  openly  or  in 
disguise,  look  to  a  dissolution. 
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llcmarks  of  Mr.   Wo)i]i  on  the  Proposition  to  call  a  Con- 
tion,  in  the  Senate,  January,  1801.^ 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Guilford,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  is  to  submit  it  to  the  vote  of  the  people  whether 
they  will  have  a  Convention,  altogether  unrestricted,  with- 
out anything  in  the  preamble  or  body  of  the  resolutions 
declaratory  of  the  purpose  of  the  calling  such  Convention. 
I  recognize  as  the  basis  of  our  government  the  right  of  the 
people  to  govern,  and  I  am  therefore  willing,  if  the  people 
desire  it,  that  such  a  Convention  be  called,  free  to  con- 
sider and  act  on  every  principle  of  government.  State  or 
ISTational,  with  tfeis  proviso  only,  that  the  action  of  such 
Cemvention  shall  have  no  validity  until  ratified  by  a  vote 
of  the  people ;  but  if  the  bill  in  any  way  indicates  that  the 
Convention  is  called  to  consider  our  Federal  relations,  I 
can  not  vote  for  it,  because  the  Constitution  authorizes 
the  General  Assembly  to  call  no  such  Convention.  Such 
Conventions  have  been  nowhere  called  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  secession.  I  wnll  not  discuss  this 
doctrine  as  a  constitutional  remedy.  This  has  been  suffi- 
ciently done.  It  is  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to 
declare  that  I  regard  it  as  a  ruinous  heresy,  whether  the 
present  Union  be  preserved  or  a  Southern  Confederacy 
be  formed.  I  regard  it  as  the  seed  of  eleath  in  any  Con- 
federation. A  new  Republic  founded  on  it  would  be 
based  on  Disintegration.  I  can  therefore  vote  for  no  bill 
Avhich  in  any  way  squints  toward  a  recognition  of  this  doc- 
trine. 

Tlio  only  Convention  to  consider  of  National  affairs, 
Avhicli  the  General  Assembly  can  constitutionally  call,  is 
a  Convention  provided  for  in  the  Fifth  Article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  pass  on  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  previously  pro- 
posed as  therein  prescribed.  Any  other  Convention  called 
by  the  General  Assembly  to  consider  of  National  affairs 


In  Worth's  writing. 
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I  regard  as  revolutionary,  and  I  am  sure  my  constituents 
are  not  ready  for  revolution  for  existing  causes.  , 


A  Resolution.^ 

Resolved,  That  while  we  recognize  the  right  of  the  Genl. 
Government  to  garrison  and  defend  its  forts  within  our 
borders,  and  deem  it  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  protect  and  defend  said  forts  against  the 
aggression  or  adverse  occupation  of  all  persons  whatso- 
ever; in  the  present  state. of  affairs  we  think  it  highly  in- 
expedient that  the  general  Government  exercise  such  right 
or  make  any  other  military  demonstration,  tending  to  civil 
war. 

Resolved,  further.  That  while  we  earnestly  deprecate  a 
military  collision  between  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States  and  the  people  or  authorities  of  any  State  of  this 
Union,  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  declare,  in  advance, 
wdiat  part  we  should  take,  in  the  event  of  such  collision, 
until  all  the  attendino-  circumstances  shall  be  known. 


MR.  WORTH'S  ADDRESS  TO  PEOPLE  OF  RAN- 
DOLPH AND  ALAMANCE. 

To  My  Constituents  of  the  Counties    of    Randolph    and 
Alamance: 

On  the  28th  of  February  next  you  are  called  upon,  by  xhe  question  of  a 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  your  vote  to  declare  '^""^''■''^  ^*^°' 
whether  or  not  you  want  a  State  Convention,  restricted  to 
the  consideration  of  our  National  Affairs ;  and  also,  at  the 
same  time,  to  vote  for  delegates  for  said  Convention,  in 
case  a  majority  of  the  whole  State  shall  call  it.  The  Act 
provides  that  the  action  of  the  Convention  shall  have  no 


'  This  resolution  is  in  Jonathan  Worth's  writing,  and  was  proba- 
bly prepared  by  him  during  the  General  Assembly  of  1860-61. 
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validity  imtil  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  I  voted 
aa'aiiist  this  act  because  neither  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  nor  of  this  State,  contemplates  any  such  con- 
vention,— and  because  I  can  see  no  way  by  which  it  can 
do  any  i^ood,'  and  I  fear  it  may  do  much  mischief. 

Such  a  convention  is  a  modern  invention  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  bring  about  a  sort  of  legalized  revolution.     It  has 
been   adopted  in  most  of  the   Southern   States.      All   its 
'  original    advocates   were   disunionists.      Wherever   such   a 

oonvention  has  assembled,  it  has  asserted  the  power  to 
sever  the  State  from  the  Union,  and  declare  it  an  inde- 
pendent government.  Under  my  oath  to  support  the  C^du- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  I  could  not  vote  to  call  a 
convention  to  overthrow  that  instrument. 

I  thought  it  improper  for  the  General  Assembly  to  ask 
you  whether  you  want  an  unconstitutional  Convention. 
What  can  it  do  ?  It  can  do  nothing  only  as  a  revolution- 
ary body.  Everybody  looks  for  a  remedy  for  our  national 
troubles,  to  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  prescribes  two  modes  of  amendment.  I 
give  you  the  words : 
Method  of  amend-        "The  Conaress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  houses  shall 

ing  United  States  ^  ' 

:;onstitution.  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  Con- 

stitution; or  on  the  application  of  the  Legislatures  of 
two-thirds  of  the  several  States  shall  call  a  convention 
for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  case,  shall  be 
valid,  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Consti- 
tution, when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths 
of  tlie  several  States,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourth?^ 
thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may 
be  pro])osed  by  the  Congress." 

Our  wise  fathers  did  not   intend  that  the  great  funda- 
mental law — the  Constituti<m — should  be  lightly  altered. 
'If  bare  majorities  of  the  popular  vote  could  have  altered 
il,  a  irritten  Constitution  would  have  been  idle. 
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You  will  see  that  there  are  two  constitutional  modes  of 
anienchnent.  Congress  has  been  endeavoring  to  agree  on 
amendments.  There  is  little  prospect  that  two-thirds  of 
both  houses  can  agree  on  anything.  The  members  were 
all  elected  as  partizans.  Many  of  them  have  indulged 
in  crimination  and  recrimination  in  mutual  abuse  of  each 
other  till  they  are  not  in  the  temper  to  act  as  patriots  and 
statesmen.  They  have  become  excited — excited  men  rarely 
act  prudently  and  wisely.  The  other  mode  of  amend- 
ment has  not  been  tried.  Shall  we  not  try  all  constitu- 
tional modes  of  amendment  before  we  resort  to  strange 
and  unconstitutional  modes?  That  other  mode  seems  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  our  present  condition.  Let  a  i*^a- 
tional  Convention  be  called.  Surely  two-thirds  of  the 
State  will  join  in  such  a  call.  If  called,  it  is  hoped  wise 
and  discreet  men,  not  men  lately  engaged  in  party  strife, 
will  be  called  to  fill  it.  Can  anybody  doubt  that  such  an 
assembly  could  compose  the  Xational  commotions.  I  do 
not  doubt  it.  The  provision  for  such  a  convention,  in 
common  with  all  their  works,  shows  the  forecast  and  wis- 
dom of  our  fathers.  In  such  an  assembly,  composed  of 
calm  and  prudent  men,  all  sections  could  be  heard,  could 
interchange  views,  each  could  make  some  concessions  to 
the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  others,  the  same  sort  of 
concession  we  all  have  to  make  to  each  other  in  religion, 
morals,  and  everything  else,  which  makes  civilized  society. 

They  would  agree  on  a  basis  of  settlement.  In  all  the 
States  excepting  South  Carolina,  perhaps  in  a  few  other 
Southern  States,  the  people  still  cherish  a  love  for  the 
name  of  Washingfon  and  for  the  Union.  The  doings  of 
such  a  convention  would  be  likely  to  be  heartily  ratified 
by  three-fourths  of  the  States.  At  all  events  let  no  one 
break  up  this  great  Union  till  we  have  fully  tried  all  con- 
stitutional modes  of  amendment. 

If  the  proposed  State   Convention  does  what   its  most  Danger  of  comeu- 
ardent  advocates  desire  it  to  do,  it  will  l>e  what  all  conven- 
tions south  of  us  have  done- — declare  the  State  out  of  the 
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Union  and  an  independent  State.  Every  artifice  will  be 
employed  to  make  you  believe  that  a  convention  is  to  be 
called  to  save  the  Union.  Believe  it  not.  It  is  true,  many 
members  who  are  Union  men  voted  for  submitting  it  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  whether  they  would  have  a  convention 
or  not,  throwing-  upon  you,  with  little  time  to  consider,  a 
responsibility  which  I  think  they  should  have  met  them- 
selves. A  majority  refused  to  pass  an  amendment  allow- 
ing you  to  endorse  on  your  tickets  whether  you  are  for 
Union  or  disunion.  It  will  be  said  that  the  convention 
can  do  no  harm  since  whatever  it  may  do  wall  have  no 
validity  till  ratified  by  you.  The  disunion  leaders  boldly 
maintain  that  the  Legislature  can  not  restrict  the  conven- 
tion, that  it  may  pass  whatever  ordinance  it  pleases,  re- 
gardless of  the  restraints  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  it 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly;  and  that  it  may,  or  may  not,  at 
its  pleasure,  submit  its  action  to  the  people  for  ratifica- 
tion. If  war  begins  it  Avill  probably  be  brought  on  during 
the  sitting  of  the  convention, 
unionists  *^^  *^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^"^^^  ^^®  policy  of  disunionists  to  postpone  hos- 
tilities until  President  Buchanan  goes  out  and  President 
Lincoln  comes  in.  They  will  probably  court  a  fight  as 
soon  as  Lincoln  takes  the  reins.  If  war  shall  have  actually 
commenced  before  the  convention  closes  its  session,  and 
an  ordinance  of  secession  be  passed,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
its  action  will  not  be  referred  to  the  people  for  ratification. 
ISTot  one  of  the  five  States  which  seceded,  though  acting 
under  no  emergency,  has  submitted  its  action  to  the  people 
for  ratification.  We  have  not  yet  exhausted  constitutional 
remedies.  We  can  not  have  exhausted  them  before  this 
convention  shall  assemble.  Believe  not  those  who  may  tell 
you  this  convention  is  called  to  save  the  Union.  It  is 
called  to  destroy  it.  If  you  desire  to  preserve  the  LTnion 
vote  "'No  Convention,"  and  at  the  same  time,  be  careful 
for  whom  you  vote  as  delegates. 

Wlicn  we  shall  have  seen  what  the  Commissioners  shall 
effect,  who  are  to  meet  in  Washington  on  the  4th  of  Feb- 


CoitRESPONDENCE    OF    Jo^TATIIAN    WoKTH.  333 

ruary,  to  look  for  a  remedy  for  the  National  disturbances, 
when  we  shall  have  called  for  a  National  Convention  and 
it  shall  be  refused,  or  shall  have  failed  to  accomplish  a 
IDacification,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  resort  to  revolution. 
I  think  that  those  only  should  vote  for  a  convention  who 
regard  disunion  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  disease  of  the 
times. 

I  have  felt  it  due  to  you  to  present  this  hasty  explana- 
tion of  my  views,  on  a  momentous  question  on  which  you 
are  called  upon  to  vote  with  such  extraordinary  haste. 

To  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  ground  on  which  the  dis- 
unionists  claim  that  we  ought  to  dissolve  the  Union,  would 
require  more  time  than  I  could  properly  withdraw  from 
my  legislative  duties.  I  content  myself  with  saying  that 
I  have  carefully  read  nearly  all  the  debates  in  Congress, 
and  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  abandoning  the  counsels 
of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  and  the  Government  under 
which  we  have  become  the  freest  and  most  powerful  nation 
of  the  earth,  and  launching,  probably  through  civil  war, 
upon  the  dark  sea  of  experiment. 

JoxATHAx  Worth. 


To  his  Brother.^ 

AsiiEBORo.  March  16th,  1S61. 


In  vour  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  I  was  taken  a  little  bv  sur-  ^. 

''  "  Discussion  of  the 

prise.  But  I  now  fear  to  begin  to  believe  that  revolution  menfan'd'^ikmof 
can't  be  stayed,  and  if  I  consulted  the  dictates  of  prudence,  ^o^^P^^i^e. 
would,  to  some  extent,  yield  to  the  current.  I  was  sur- 
prised because  the  evidence  has  seemed  to  me  abundant 
since  the  vote  of  La.  and  N.  C.  and  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,  the  report  of  the  peace  convention,  and  the  in- 
augural, that  revolution  was  arrested.  The  votes  of  La. 
and  ]Sr.  C.  raised  a  wall  between  the  madness  of  the  South 
and  the  uncertain  turbulence  of  Va.  Avhich  neither  could 
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pass.  The  plan  of  the  peace  Congress,  when  duly  consid- 
ered, will  be  ai)])roved  bv  an  increased  majority  both  Xorth 
and  Sonth.  It  is  better  for  all  sections  and  for  the  whole 
coimtry  than  the  Crittenden  plan,  that  is,  as  to  the  main 
question — territory;  no  more  territory  would  be  likely  to 
be  acquired  at  all,  and  if  acquired,  the  slavery  question 
would  be  settled  simultaneously.  Congress  having  ad- 
journed without  passing  the  force  bill  and  without  supplj^- 
ing  the  executive  Avith  men  or  money  to  w^age  war,  or  even 
to  reinforce  Fort  Sumter,  the  Prest.,  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army,  would  be  compelled  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  and  not  in  a  recognition  of  the  right  of  Secession, 
to  evacuate  Ft.  Sumter.  Lincoln's  inaugural  breathes 
peace  to  any  candid  mind.  Since  the  final  act  of  Congress, 
the  President's  inaugural  and  the  vote  of  ^.  C.  against 
convention  reached  me,  I  have  considered  the  Revolution 
arrested.    Reaction  must  soon  follow  in  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Prest.  has  ordered  the  evacu- 
ation of  Ft.  Sumter,  but  I  presume  he  has  because  Con- 
gress did  not  furnish  him  the  means  of  maintaining  the 
occupation,  in  which  I  think  Congress  acted  wisely.  As 
to  any  other  fort,  still  in  the  occupation  of  the  national 
troops,  which  the  Prest.  can  defend  with  the  means  at  his 
command,  he  would  make  himself  contemptible  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  world  if  he  should  voluntarily  surrender 
them.  He  is  bound  by  his  oath  to  protect  the  public  prop- 
erty and  execute  the  laws  so  far  as  the  legislative  power 
will  furnish  him  the  means. 

I  fear  you  caught  a  slight  tinge  of  gloom  from  our 
quondam  friend  Geo.  Davis. ^  I  know  not  how  yi^u  regard 
him.  Yon  ought  not  to  regard  him  any  longer  as  a  Whig. 
You  have  heai'd  Yance's  anecdote  as  to  the  ]iet  land)  P>illy. 


^  George  Davis,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Wilmington  bar,  had 
become  a  secessionist  after  the  Peace  Conference.  As  a  member  of 
the  Whig  party  this  change  greatly  incensed  many  of  the  party.  He 
was  later  (Confederate  Senator  and  Attorney  General  in  the  Confed- 
erate Cabinet 
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Sav  to  Davis  personally,  "Billy."  He  lias  gone  over, 
whatever  he  may  think  or  say,  to  Democracy  and  red  Re- 
publicanism. Democracy  has  fought  for  months  with  the 
rope  around  its  neck.  Its  votaries  should  now  have  their 
coffins  made  and  say  their  prayers. 

Twiggs  ought  not  to  be  shot.  He  ought  to  be  hanged 
and  his  name  for  all  time  to  be  written  in  connection  and 
immediately  after  Benedict  Arnold.  I  am  garrulous  and 
will  quit. 


To  Eer.  James  McXeill. 

AsHEBORO,  March  16th,  ISGl. 

You  will  please  discontinue  sending  me  the  Preshijterian.  ^nuan'^ce  of  paper 
Great  as  is  my  personal  regard  for  you,  I  can  not  regard  union^semimentt 
it  as  consistent  with  my  sense  of  duty  to  patronize  a  paper, 
even  if  it  were  a  political  one,  which  advocates  Secession 
and  seeks  to  alienate  one  section  of  this  country  against 
the  other.  I  view  with  abhorrence  both  Secession  and  Abo- 
lition, both  equally  tending  and  aimed,  without  sufficient 
cause,  at  the  subversion  of  the  Government.  \^The  re- 
mainder of  the  letter  is  illegilde  except  for  the  follou'inrj 
postscript]  : 

I  object  to  any  commentary  on  this  communication 
through  the  press,  I  have  directed  my  brother,  J.  A. 
Worth,  to  call  on  you  and  ]^ay  np  my  arrearage. 


To  the  people  erf  BandoJph  Conntij. 

Raeeigk,  May,  1S61. 
You  know  how  earnestlv  I  have  labored  to  preserve  the  Review  of  his  atti- 

i  tilde  towards  seces- 

Union,      I  still  regard  it  as  the  "paladium  of  our  liberty."  ij^  ch^^fge!^"*^** ''^ 
I  have  no  hope  that  so  good  a  government  will  be  built 
upon    its    ruins.       I    advised   you   last    February   to   vote 
against  a  Convention,  regarding  it  as  a  contrivance  to  over- 
throw the  Government.     There  was  then   a   majority   in 
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Xorth  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Tennes- 
see, Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Arkansas  in  favor  of  preserv- 
ing the  Union.  I  felt  sure  if  a  reconsideration  could  not 
be  effected,  war  must  ensue — and  if  war  was  commenced 
by  either  ])arty,  it  would  engender  hatred  between  the  sec- 
tions and  greatly  widen  the  breach.  I  have  alwaj^s  be- 
lieved and  still  believe  that  the  doctrine  of  secession,  as  a 
peaceful  and  constitutional  mode  of  withdrawing  a  State 
from  the  Union,  an  absurdity ;  and  that  it  was  the  right 
and  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  execute  the 
laws  and  protect  the  public  property  by  military  force  in 
such  seceding  States;  but  after  seven  States  had  been  al- 
lowed without  molestation,  to  assert  this  doctrine  of  seces- 
sion and  set  up  and  put  in  operation  a  new  government — 
after  all  the  Federal  officers  within  their  limits  had  re- 
signed and  they  had  possessed  themselves  without  resist- 
ance of  all  the  forts,  excepting  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort  Pick- 
ens, on  the  mainland  in  seven  States,  I  deemed  it  highly 
inexpedient  for  the  Government  to  attempt  coercion  by 
militarj^  force :  because, 

First — it  would  result  in  a  bloody  civil  war — and  coidd 
not  end  in  a  restoration  of  friendly  union. 

Secondly — because  I  thought  Congress  had  indicated, 
by  refusing  to  pass  a  force  bill,  that  it  was  inexpedient  at 
that  time,  to  use  military  power  to  retain  or  regain  the  pub- 
lic property,  through  the  agency  of  a  Sectional  President, 
which  indication  I  supposed  the  President,  as  the  power 
ajjpointed  to  execute  the  Legislative  will,  would  observe. 

Thirdly — I  supposed  that  President,  though  he  had  ob- 
tained power  by  the-  advocacy  of  Sectional  doctrines,  tend- 
_  ing  to  dissolve  the  Union,  still  desired  to  preserve  the 
Union;  and  any  man  of  ordinary  common  sense  knew  that 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  president  elected  by  one  sec- 
tion, to  compel  by  force  of  arms,  the  other  section  which 
had  been  allowed  qui(tly  to  aeconiplish  revolution  and  es- 
tal)lish  a  government,  would  bo  resisted — and  all  the  men 
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in  tlie  same  States,  still  adhering  to  the  Union,  would  he 
rendered  impotent  to  resist  the  current  of  Revolution. 

The  President  must  have  known  that  all  of  us  in  the 
Slave  States,  who  in  spite  of  the  unfriendly  action  of  the 
Xorth,  had  harelj  become  able  to  stand  up  for  the  Union 
would  be  crushed  by  the  first  gun  he  fired  against  the 
South.  I  believed  he  still  desired  to  protect  our  rights 
and  preserve  the  Union,  and  that  he  had  some  sympathy 
with  those  of  us  who  had  breasted  the  current  of  Disunion, 
and  that  he  would  not  voluntarily  drive  us  out  of  the 
Union — though  the  President  had  been  elected  as  a  parti- 
san, upon  one  Sectional  idea,  I  hoped  and  believed,  when 
he  and  his  party  had  attained  control  of  the  government, 
that  he  was  enough  of  a  statesman  and  a  patriot  to  exert 
his  powers  to  protect  our  rights  and  preserve  the  Union. 
Clay  and  Jackson  and  all  the  statesmen  of  the  land,  when 
South  Carolina  first  asserted  the  Doctrine  of  ^Nullification 
and  Secession,  held  that  extraordinary  Legislation  was 
necessary  to  enable  the  executive  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 
The  last  Congress  had  refused  the  extraordinary  legisla- 
tion— the  legislative  will  was  therefore  clearly  expressed, 
that  there  should  be  no  attempt  at  military  coercion,  and 
for  some  weeks  after  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln,  his  ad- 
ministration allowed  it  to  be  understood  that  they  intended 
to  act  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  Congress  and  evacuate 
Port  Sumter  and  Fort  Pickens— and  thus  allowing  ex- 
cited passions  to  subside,  leave  to  the  next  Congress  to  de- 
termine what  was  to  be  done.  But  suddenly  and  without, 
explanation,  a  fleet  is  fitted  by  the  President  and  notice 
given  to  the  Southern  Confederacy  that  Fort  Sumter  would 
be  provided  for  peaceably  or  forcibly,  ^[en  of  war  were 
sent  to  Charleston  Harbor — then  Fort  Sumter  was  attacked 
and  taken.  The  first  guns  were  fired  by  the  Southern 
army,  but  this  was  after  they  had  notice  from  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  intended  to  retain  possession  of  the  Fort  b>' 
force. 

[The  remainder  is  missing,  hut  the  suhstance  of  it  was 
an  appeal  to  the  people  to  unite  in  defense  of  the  Soidh.'\ 
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Fromt  Til  OS.  Macon. 

May  Ofh,  hSOl. 
Anxiety  of  writer         Ilaviuo-    had    ail    acqiiaiiitaiice    with    vour    father    and 

lor  i)reservation  of  '^  ^ 

d^m^'of\soutif?Iro-  foriiicd  ail  attachment  to  him  for  the  noble  and  generous 
'""^'  l)riiieiplcs  held  by  him,  I  have  felt  the  same  attachment  for 

the  Worth  family  and,  as  yon  know,  have  sniiported  them 
on  all  occasions.  I  have  been,  it  seems  from  my  feelings, 
for  some  days  compelled  to  pen  some  thoughts  to  you  that 
you  may  know  my  feelings  and  anxiety  for  the  preserva- 
ticn  of  this  Union  which  feels  so  dear  to  me.  ^Ly  father 
and  three  uncles  fought  for  it,  two  of  whom  lost  their  lives ; 
is  there  any  amongst  us  who  has  lost  more  ancestry  blood 
than  myself?  then  dear  friend  think  it  not  strange  if  I 
entreat  you  to  save  the  ship,  save  the  ship,  save  the  ship 
or  let  not  the  noble  County  of  Randolph  stain  her  hand  in 
its  loss — was  not  there  once  a  nullification  spirit  gotten  up 
at  the  Xorth  ?  Remember  the  Hartford  Convention  and 
how  President  Monroe  treated  the  commushingers^  sent  to 
him  from  it,  gentlemen  I  can  not  receive  3^011  only  as 
privet  citizens,  rather  than  see  him  in  this  capacity  they 
sneak  oft'  lunne,  whoteel  and  made  fun  of  in  every  to\\'n 
Thre")ugli  which  they  passed — the  people  did  not  follow 
there  leaders  l)ut  it  seaines  flew  to  armes  and  made  ]ieace — 
by  the  Yermonters  in  the  aifere  of  Plattsburg  and  that  of 
Stoningtun,  what  next  we  here  that  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Cooper  was  sent  over  to  Colund)ia,  South  Caroliiui,  as  a 
leader  in  their  College  to  fill  the  young  students'  minds 
Avitli  the  seed  and  doctrine  of  nullification,  which  was  soon 
done,  and  South  Carolina  nullified  and  kindled  the  fire  to 
bust  the  Union,  but  it  failed.  The  digest  of  South  Caro- 
lina (says  a  Avriter)  reclaims  the  name  and  titles  of  the 
Kiug,  and  liis  otticers  so  arranged  that  an  uninfoi-nud 
reader  from  that  work  would  not  determine  whether  slu' 
was  a  state  of  the  TTnion  or  a  British  Province.  Hence 
tlie  (lid  seed  of  Toryism  as  a  foundation  for  Nullification 
Ceccssion  and  a  combn^^tilile  I0  take  fire  and  exidodc  in  the 
1  Commissioners. 
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land  the  end  at  which  she  has  aimed  for  forty  years  is  at 
last  accomplished  ;  and  what  has  she  done,  she  has  filled 
the  country  with  jealousy,  war  armies,  expenses,  murder, 
rapine  with  all  the  horrors  concomitant  on  war — and  then 
Eve-like  casts  the  blame  on  the  Xorth  and  Old  Lincoln — 
but  worse  tlian  this,  several  of  the  States  are  now  assisting 
her  to  fan  the  flames  and  consume  this  once  happy  country, 
contrary  to  Washington's  advice  and  councile,  which  was 
to  exhume  any  man  an  enemy  who  should  mention  or  in- 
timate a  wish  to  split  or  divide  the  Union,  observing  united 
we  stand,  divided  we  fall.  I  had  an  interview  with  an 
old  man  77  years  old  the  other  day  near  South  Caroliny 
he  said  his  father  was  born  in  Virginia  come  to  S.  C. 
and  married  before  the  Revolution  but  in  the  time  of  the 
war  the  Tories  were  so  bad  he  had  to  go  back  to  Virginia 
and  stay  til  peace  was  made.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the 
good  and  once  virtuous  people  of  these  Southern  States 
will  choose  this  tyrannical  state  for  their  leader  I  O  yes,  she 
has  become  changed  and  virtuous  enough  to  be  our  leader 
and  will  lead  us  on  to  conquest  and  to  glory  but  I  hope 
you  will  use  your  influence  to  save  the  ship — slay  not 
your  noble  principles  but  plead  that  we  follow  the  example 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  The  treachery  of  man  in  the 
heart  and  bowels  of  our  country  has  been  very  great.  O 
my  God,  what  is  to  come !  Do  thou  protect  the  ship : 
bring  to  naught  the  wicked  council  of  the  ungodly. 

Xow  dear  friend  as  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  looking 
up  to  you  for  advice  but  we  have  falling  On  strange  times 
it  seems.  Saten  has  turned  loose.  Having  great  power 
and  authority  and  has  filled  the  earth  full  of  lies  from  one 
enel  to  the  other :  and  fear  has  taken  hold  on  me  so  that 
I  know  not  what  to  elo  I  fear  there  are  unprincipal  men 
enough  to  take  the  lives  of  men  already  have  been  called 
an  old  abolitionist — what  next. 

P.  S.  I  have  hoped  that  the  gooel  sense  and  virtue  of 
the  people  would  save  the  ship  from  the  rocks,  by  the 
superintending  Providence  of  God  but  it  seems  gon.      O 
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that  tlie  American  people  had  cultivated  the  publick  mind, 
taken  good  heed  to  themselves  and  their  Country,  we  are 
a  ruined  people,  ruined  ruined,  what  a  change.  I  have 
written  a  few  unconnected  thoughts  thinking  you  are  bet- 
ter able  to  understand  tlian  myself  and  will  do  your  duty. 
Farewell  now  to  farewell  in  time  and  in  eternity  is  to  do 
well. 


To  H.  L.  My  rover. 

AsHEBORO,  May  6,  '61. 

?eopi™of  Ran-"''^^  ^  ^^^^'^  i"^^  g'ot  homc  to  Stay  two  days  at  our  Court  now 
doiph  to  volunteer,  gifting.  Shall  return  to  Ealeigh  next  Wednesday.  I  en- 
close receipts  for  your  papers  which  reached  here  after  I 
kft  for  Raleigh.  My  mind  became  so  painfully  embar- 
rassed with  the  condition  of  our  Country  that  I  forgot  to 
call  for  your  papers.  I  am  still  painfully  impressed  with 
my  total  impotence  to  accomplish  anything  tending  to  the 
preservation  of  our  Country  from  the  calamities  of  civil 
war.  The  best  chance  I  see  is  to  present  a  united  front. 
I  shall  therefore  on  to-morrow  use  whatever  of  influence 
I  possess  to  induce  our  people  to  volunteer.  I  shall  take 
this  course  as  the  best  to  bring  about  peace.  I  wish  I 
could  hope  for  the  re-establishment  of  as  good  a  govern- 
ment as  that  we  have  overthrown.  With  sorrow  I  now  co- 
operate and  unite  with  a  majority  of  my  State. 


To  Cyrus  P.  MendenJiall. 

AsiiEBORO,  May  6,  1S61. 

wiifurgeyonnK"         Rf  Acction  lias  at  last  brought  me  to  this  conclusion  that 
iiu-n  to  volunteer,    p^,^^^.^^  ^^,j|]^  ]-,^.  preserved,   if  it   can  be  by   any  honorable 

means — and  that  this  is  likelier  to  be  attained  by  unity 
among  ourselves — and  determined,  united  military  resist- 
ance. 

In  lliis  \-i('w  T  shall  take  the  stump  to-morrow  and  urge 
onr  voiiiio'  men  to  volunteer. 
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The  painful  uncertainty  in  my  mind  as  to  the  wisest 
course  to  pursue  and  a  deep  consciousness  that  I  have  not 
ahility  to  the  emergencies  of  the  times,  made  me  deter- 
mine at  one  time  to  resign.  I  have  reconsidered  and  in 
fact  did  so  before  I  left  Raleigh. 


To  T.  C.  and  B.  G.  ^yortll. 

AsHEBORO,  May  13,  1861. 
There  are  few  men  in  so  unhappy  a  frame  of  mind  as  Anxious  reflections 

■^  -^  "^  _  .01^  t'^*^  state  ot  the 

myself.  If  I  could  believe  there  was  a  prominent  man  in  country, 
the  nation,  urging  and  controlling  either  of  the  sections ; 
of  real  probity  and  honor  and  fair-mind,  uninfluenced  by 
selfish  ends,  I  could  find  in  this  conviction  some  consola- 
tion. If  I  could  see  beyond  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
strife  any  probability  of  the  re-establishment  of  a  whole- 
some state  and  government,  either  republican  or  monarch- 
ical, it  would  give  me  some  relief,  however  much  blood 
and  treasure  it  might  cost.  The  petty  monarchies  or  re- 
publics wdiich  must  spring  up  on  the  establishment  of  tin' 
doctrine  of  secession  and  the  overthrow  of  Washington's 
popular  idea  of  a  united  government,  must  involve  the 
European  plan  of  preserving  government  by  the  Cartridge 
box,  instead  of  the  ballot  box.  This  must  bring  with  it 
incalculable  woe  to  the  masses.  This  continent  ought  to 
be  a  united  government.  P.opular  government  is  proving 
itself  a  fallacy  and  delusion.  Virtue  and  order  are  un- 
equal to  a  contest  with  ambition  and  selfishness.  The  de- 
sire to  avoid  the  carnage  and  wuckedness  of  war  makes  me 
desire  a  pacification  on  the  only  basis  now  possible,  th>? 
recognition  of  the  Southern  Republic,  but  I  confess  that 
the  argument  carries  much  force  to  my  mind  that  the  evils 
growing  out  of  the  recognition  of  secession  and  the  im- 
measurable petty  governments  which  must  spring  from  it, 
will  probably  overbalance  the  loss  of  life  and  property 
w^hich  the  war  will  occasion.  Will  not  the  J^orth  West 
submit  to  self-immolation  if  they  recognize  secession  ?    Pe- 
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cuniarj  selfishness,  if  tlie  doctrine  be  once  acknowledged, 
will  make  N.  Y,  adopt  it. 

Another  view  which  distresses  me  is  this.  Slavery  thus 
far,  has  been  only  a  pretext  for  this  sectional  contest.  The 
nndtitnde,  Xorth  and  South,  regard  it  as  the  cause.  This 
makes  the  I^orth  regard  it  as  the  sum  of  all  sins.  If  the 
civil  war  is  protracted  and  K'orthern  troops  sent  among  us 
they  will  ultimately  incite  insurrection.  The  poor  negroes 
will  be  killed. 

I  am  pained  that  I  occupy  a  place  in  the  public  counsels, 
because  I  am  impotent  to  do  anything  which  my  judgment 
and  conscious  approve.  I  can  not  avert  the  war,  consistent 
with  the  re-establishment  of  a  government  so  good  as  that 
we  pull  down.  Whilst  I  can  not  hesitate  where  no  choice 
is  left,  only  to  fight  for  the  South  and  home,  or  for  the 
]!^orth,  if  I  should  fall  in  such  a  contest,  I  would  find  in  a 
dying  hour  no  comfort  in  the  conviction  that  I  had  sacri- 
ficed my  life  in  a  just  cause.  It  is  true  that  I  believe  Lin- 
coln had  no  right  to  call  out  the  militia,  make  War  and 
blockade  the  ports,  when  Congress,  with  full  knowledge  of 
the  existing  state  of  the  rebellion,  had  just  refused  to  pass 
the  force  bill, — and  conceding  to  him  the  right,  if  re- 
union was  his  object,  he  showed  want  of  common  sense  in 
adopting  the  course  he  did.  If  the  restoration  of  the 
Union  was  his  object,  v/hich  I  believe  was  his  object, — 
then  he  is  a  fool.  If  his  purpose  was  to  drive  off  all  the 
Slave  states,  in  order  to  make  war  on  them  and  annihilate 
Slavery,  then  he  is  a  Devil  and  in  the  latter  supposition  I 
could  fight  with  a  hearty  good  will. 

I  hope  your  customers  are  honoralde  and  that  the  war 
and  the  stay  law  will  not  engulph  you.  I  am  struggling 
to  make  corn,  wheat,  etc. 

[P.  S.  1  I  do  not  expect  you  to  re}dy.  I  have  unbos- 
omed mysdf  because  there  is  nobody  else  to  whom  I  can 
do  it  [O/Jc  line  illegible']  only  70.3  votes  yesterday  instead 
of  2,611.  We  are  getting  up  volunteers,  principally  in 
the  class  of  which  armies  are  commonly  composed. 
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To  Sprinr/s,  Oal-  cO  Co. 

AsiiEBOKo,  May  ISth,  1S61. 
I  have  inst  rt'turnetl  from  Raleioh.      The  State  reoards  criticism  of  uu- 

•'  _  _  "-  ^  coin.    Necessity  of 

the  iiii])cii(liiig  war  as  a  sectional  one  and  all  seemed  deter-  war. 
mined  to  repel  it.  A  large  majority  up  to  the  issuing  of 
Lincoln's  proclamation  were  firm  for  the  Union.  Some  of 
us  would  have  made  any  sacrifice  to  preserve  it.  The  small 
concessions  made  by  the  last  Congress  had  strengthened  us. 
Lincoln  prostrated  us.  He  could  have  devised  no  scheme 
more  effectual  than  the  one  he  has  pursued,  to  overthrov^- 
the  friends  of  Union  here.  Whether  this  was  his  design 
in  order  to  make  war  ui3on  slavery,  or  his  purpose  only 
what  he  professes,  we  are  in  doubt.  \^Next  three  lines  il- 
legible.'\  Whatever  may  be  his  purpose,  any  sensible  man 
could  foresee,  and  this  act  of  his  will  prove,  that  he  is  the 
most  efficient  auxiliary  of  the  secessionists.  I  have  been 
the  most  persevering  and  determined  public  man  in  my 
State  to  preserve  the  L^nion — the  last  to  abandon  the  hope, 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  Xation  would  prevent  a  collision 
between  the  extremes,  each  of  which  I  viewed  with  equal 
abhorrence.  I  am  left  no  other  alternative  but  to  fight  for 
or  against  my  section.  I  can  not  hesitate.  Lincoln  has 
made  us  a  unit  to  resist  until  we  repel  our  invaders  or  die. 
I  can  see  no  hope  in  the  future,  whatever  may  be  the  issue 
of  the  fight,  which  now  seems  inevitable.  The  best  chance 
for  ultimate  re-union  would  be  a  peaceable  separation. 

Our  Legislature  is  terrible.  You  will  have  seen  our 
new  stay  law.  All  collection  for  creditors  at  home  and 
abroad  is  cut  off,  without  any  security  to  creditors. 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  how  accts.  stand  between 
me  and  you  ?  I  intend  to  pay  the  little  I  owe  ^STorth  and 
South,  if  I  can  be  permitted  to  do  so  without  being  a 
traitor. 

Read  Gov.  Graham's  speech  to  the  Hillsboro  volunteers, 
published  in  the  Standard  this  week.  It  is  a  true  ex- 
ponent of  the  views  of  all  quondam  Laiion  men  here. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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To  D.  G.  ^yortll. 


Anxious  rotleo- 
tions  on  the  state 
of  the  oouiitry. 
(ildimiy  forolH"!- 
iiijjs  of  the  future 
of  the  South. 


AsHEBORO^  May  15,  1861. 

I  have  been  forced  bj  siirroimding  facts  to  take  sides,  or 
rather  front,  with  niv  section.  I  regard  a  prudent  peace, 
even  accompanied  with  the  contemplated  secession  of  the 
State,  and  her  union  wuth  the  Confederate  States,  as  pre- 
ferable to  a  civil  war  on  a  gigantic  scale ;  but  I  have  not  a 
particle  of  confidence  in  the  wisdom  or  the  patriotism  of 
the  new  rulers  to  whom  we  submit.  I  leave  the  Union  and 
the  flag  of  Washington  because  I  am  subjected  and  forced 
to  submit  to  mj  master — democracy,  detesting  it  with 
more  and  more  intensity,  as  I  become  better  acquainted 
with  its  leaders  and  its  objects.  I  still  believe  that  no  re- 
spectable and  stable  government  can  ever  be  established  in 
America,  except  on  the  plan  of  a  Union,  such  as  that  W'j 
are  wickedly  and  foolishly  overthrowing.  Even  on  the 
plan  of  a  jDeaceful  separation,  ^NTorth  America  will  soon 
become  Mexicanized.  New  York  will  next  secede,  the 
doctrine  being  once  recognized.  The  great  and  populous 
Northwest,  cut  off  from  the  Ocean,  excepting  by  the  as- 
sent of  foreign  states  will  open  a  road  to  the  great  highway 
of  Nations  with  the  sword — l:>ut  if  the  free  States  act  on 
the  plan  they  now  avow  of  preserving  the  Union  by  force 
of  arms,  no  odds  at  what  cost  of  life  or  treasure,  the  civil 
strife  will  soon  beget  the  most  diabolical  purposes.  The 
masses,  already  deluded,  with  the  notion  that  Slavery  is 
the  cause,  when  in  fact,  it  is  now  only  the  pretext  with  the 
leaders  of  both  sections,  will  proclaim  freedom  to  the 
slaves  and  arm  them  against  us. 

I  think  the  South  is  committing  suicide,  but  my  lot  is 
east  with  the  South  and  being  unable  to  manage  the  ship, 
I  intend  to  face  the  breakers  manfully  and  go  down  with 
my  companions. 

These  are  my  calm  conclusions. 

I  have  been  deeply  pained  at  the  responsibilities  of  my 
position.     I  have  become  resigned  from  conscious  impo- 
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tence  to  do  anything  to  impede  the  evils  upon  us,  and  have 
conduded  to  drift  with  the  current,  keeping  a  sharp  lookout 
for  some  opportunity,  by  the  aid  of  Divine  Providence,  to 
divert  the  ship  of  State  from  the  gulf  of  ruin  towards 
which  we  are  bound. 

What  are  your  plans  ?  Will  you  stay  in  Wilmington,  or 
return  to  the  back  country  and  make  corn  till  the  war  is 
over  ? 

Soon  after  the  Fourth  of  July  war  will  begin  in  earnest, 
if  not  sooner ;  or  peace  will  be  made.  The  former,  in  my 
opinion,  is  most  probable.  I  do  not  think  the  jSTorth  is 
making  her  military  preparations  as  a  mere  bravado. 

In  the  event  of  war  can  you  continue  your  business  with 
any  prospect  of  success  ?  If  an  invasion  of  this  State  be 
made,  is  not  Wilmington  likely  to  be  one  of  the  first  places 
attacked  ? 

Have  you  attached  yourself  to  any  of  the  military  or- 
ganizations so  as  to  forbid  your  removing  from  Wilming- 
ton ?  In  times  of  war  some  must  remain  at  home  to  pro- 
vide food  for  the  soldiers  and  protect  and  feed  the  women 
and  children.  I  hope  you  will  not  allow  the  ardor  around 
you  or  the  apprehension  of  not  being  deemed  brave,  to 
make  you  forget  that  you  can  contribute  to  the  defense  of 
your  country,  as  effectually  as  you  could  by  going  into  the 
army — and  at  the  same  time  take  care  of  your  wife  and 
children. 


To  Dr.  C.  ir.  ^yoolen■. 

AsHEBORO,  May  nth,  1861. 
I  have  made  special  inquirv  into  the  cost  question  against  Regarding  costs  in 

^  _  ^"^  ^  "  case  of  Daniel 

you  and  the  other  securities  of  Daniel  Worth — having  first  worth, 
taken  the  pains  to  examine  the  authorities. 

It  is  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  State  vs. 

Saunders  and  others,  1  Hawkes,  p.  355,  that  the  securities 

to  an  appeal  bond  in  a  criminal  case,  where  the  judgment 

from  which  appeal  was  taken  is  confirmed,  are  liable  to  all 

10 
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the  State  costs  in  the  Superior  Court  and  the  Supreme 
Court,  excepting  the  prison  fee.  I  have  seen  S.  G.  Worth 
this  morning  and  learn  from  him  that  the  State  Solicitor 
has  at  length  given  np  all  claims  beyond  this.  At  the 
Spring  Term  he  was  authorized  to  demand  all  the  costs  in 
both  cases,  and  not  to  receive  forfeitures,  but  to  issue  exe- 
cution for  them,  unless  the  ivliole  of  the  costs  was  paid.  I 
instructed  him  to  disregard  this  instruction  and  throw  the 
responsibility  on  me,  and  he  accordingly  received  the 
amount  of  the  forfeiture  and  the  cost  of  the  proceedings 
and  to  enforce  them  and  with  the  assent  of  the  attorneys, 
prosecuting  for  the  State,  he  claims  only  what  he  is  bound 
to  demand  according  to  law,  to  wit,  the  State's  costs  in  the 
Supr.  and  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  tried,  excluding 
prison  fees.  Xo  costs  are  now  claimed  on  the  case  not 
tried,  and  none  of  defendant's  costs  are  either  called  for 
and  the  County  has  made  an  order  directing  the  prison 
fees  to  be  paid  out  of  the  forfeitures.  The  order  given  by 
your  nephew  is  not,  I  understand,  for  a  sum  sufficient  to 
]Day  the  costs  for  which  you  are  liable  as  security  for  the 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  am  filled  with  horror  at  the  condition  of  our  country. 
According  to  my  notions  of  Government,  there  is  much 
that  is  wrong  on  both  sides.  The  Abolitionists  of  the  Free 
States  ought  not  to  have  agitated  the  slavery  question  at 
all,  even  conceding  that  their  feeling  is  right.  It  only 
tends  to  make  the  treatment  of  slaves  more  vigorous  and  to 
encourage  bitterness  between  the  two  sections.  When  it 
was  seized  upon  as  a  party  question  it  was  easy  to  see  it 
must  soon  become  sectional  and  that  is  purely  sectional.  I 
have  always  regarded  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  as  the 
greatest  misfortune  which  could  befall  the  whole  nation 
t^on\irre  wdis^thfi  ^*^^  ^^^^  whole  liumaii  race.  Hence  I  have  abhorred  the 
lirOTution  of  the  a„.itation  of  the  slavery  question  as  tending  to  this  result. 
Acting  on  that  conviction  T  liavo  used  all  the  efforts  in  my 
])o\ver  to  stay  wluit  I  regarded  as  the  madness  of  both  sec- 
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tions,  and  in  the  immediate  sphere  of  my  inflnence  have 
impressed  my  views  upon  others.  My  immediate  constit- 
uents sustained  me  with  greater  unanimity  than  did  the 
constituents  of  any  other  representative.  I  was  the  first 
public  man  in  the  State  to  call  on  the  people  to  vote  down 
the  Convention  on  the  28th  Feb.,  on  the  ground  that  the 
calling  of  it  would  tend  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Everybody  attributed  to  me  a  larger  share  of  the  credit  or 
discredit  of  defeating  the  call  of  a  Convention  than  to  any 
other  man  in  the  State.  I  regarded  the  result  in  iST,  C. 
and  Tenn.  as  arresting  the  march  of  madness.  Union  men 
had  gained  strength  up  to  the  proclamation  of  Lincoln. 
If  he  had  withdrawn  the  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter  on  the 
principle  of  a  military  necessity  and  in  obedience  in  what 
seemed  to  be  the  will  of  Congress  in  refusing  to  pass  the 
force  bill,  this  State  and  Tenn.  and  the  other  slave  States 
which  had  not  passed  the  ordinance  of  Secession,  would 
have  stood  up  for  the  Union.  In  the  feverish  state  of  the 
popular  mind,  if  he  he  a  man  of  good  sense,  he  knew  he 
woidd  crush  the  Union  men  in  the  Slave  States  by  the 
policy  he  adopted.  All  of  us  who  had  stood  by  the  Union, 
felt  that  he  had  abandoned  us  and  surrendered  us  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  Democracy  &  the  Devil.  He  must  have 
kno-^ATii  that  he  was  letting  loose  on  us  a  torrent  to  which 
we  could  oppose  no  resistance.  It  may  be  said,  theoreti- 
cally, that  this  should  not  have  been  the  effect.  Statesmen 
should  have  common  sense.  All  sensible  men  knew  it 
would  be  the  effect.  We  are  still  at  a  loss  to  determine 
whether  he  is  an  old  goose,  as  well  as  each  of  his  advisers, 
thinking  to  preserve  the  Union  by  his  course,  or  whether 
he  became  apprehensive  that  the  Union  men  were  about 
to  gain  strength  enough  in  the  South  to  stay  Secession  and 
he  desired  to  drive  us  all  into  rebellion,  in  order  to  make 
a  crusade  against  slavery  and  desolate  our  section.  In  the 
former  case  he  is  a  fool: — in  the  latter — a  devil.  He 
coidd  have  adopted  no  policy  so  effectual  to  destroy  the 
Union.      Since  the  issue  of  that  great  proclamation,  it  is 
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unsafe  for  a  Union  man  in  even  JST.  C.  to  own  be  is  for 
the  Union.  The  feeling-  is  to  resist  to  the  death.  Union 
men  feel  that  just  as  they  had  got  so  they  could  stand  on 
their  legs,  Lincoln  had  heartlessly  turned  them  over  to  the 
mercy  of  their  enemies.  We  feel  that  his  co-operation  with 
the  Secessionists  left  us  no  alternative  but  to  take  arms 
against  our  neighbors,  or  to  defend  ourself  against  his 
aggression. 

I  am  still  a  Union  man,  but  for  military  resistance  to 
Lincoln,  believing  that  Lincoln  and  his  cabinet  have  acted 
on  their  mistaken  impression  that  their  policy  was  the  best 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  do  not 
intend  to  proclaim  servile  insurrection.  If  the  latter  is 
the  design  the  South  can  be  conquered  only  by  extermina- 
tion. If  his  purpose  be,  as  he  says,  to  respect  property 
and  discountenance  rebellion  or  insurrection  among  our 
servile  population,  and  our  people  become  satisfied  of  this, 
many  of  our  people  will  not  willingly  take  arms. 

I  see  no  hope  of  any  good  and  stable  government  except 
in  the  Uriited  government  w^e  are  pulling  down.  It  can 
not  be  united  by  war.  If  peace  be  immediately  made,  it 
will  soon  re-unite,  with  an  anti-secession  clause. 

Write  me  again  soon.  The  Quakers  here  will  not  be- 
lieve your  statements  as  to  your  Quakers  volunteering  and 
the  floating  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  over  a  Quaker  Church. 


To  Gains  Winningham. 

AsHEBOKO,  May  20,  '61. 
Knowing  that  you  are  an  ardent  personal  and  political 
friend  and  that  you  cannot  hear  well,  and  that  you  are 
concerned  on  account  of  the  slanders  which  my  ig-noble  po- 
litical 0]ipoii('nts  arc  industriously  circulating,  not  to  pro- 
mote the  good  of  the  country  by  breaking  me  down,  but  to 
gratify  personal  malevolence — I  desire  to  say  to  you  that 
I  have  changed  no  political  opinion  I  have  heretofore  main- 
tained. 
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I  still  firmly  believe  in  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  Wash-  Reflectionson  the 

•^  real  causes  of  the 

ington  and  the  early  promoters  of  our  government  and  that  ^^^^• 
no  other  divided  government  can  ever  be  built  up  so  good 
as  the  United  one  we  are  pulling  down — and  hence  I  abhor 
the  Northern  Abolitionist  and  the  Southern  Secessionist, 
both  co-operating  with  different  objects,  to  break  up  the 
Union,  but  the  whole  nation  has  become  mad.  The  voice 
of  reason  is  silenced.  Furious  passion  and  thirst  for 
blood  consume  the  air.  Democracy  and  Abolition,  moved 
and  instigated  by  the  Devil,  are  the  opposing  factions. 
Nobody  is  allowed  to  retain  and  assert  his  reason.  The 
cartridge  box  is  preferred  to  the  ballot  box.  The  very 
women  and  children  are  for  war.  Every  body  must  take 
sides  with  one  or  the  other  of  these  opposing  factions  or 
fall  a  victim  to  the  mob  or  lose  all  powder  to  guide  the  tor- 
rent when  its  fury  shall  begin  to  subside.  It  is  barely  pos- 
sible that  the  leaders  may  pause  before  the  carnage  fairly 
sets  in.  The  best  chance  to  produce  such  pause  and  pre- 
vent war,  is  for  us  to  show  a  united  purpose  to  enlist — 
besides,  if  we  must  fight,  none  of  us  can  hesitate  to  fight 
for  our  wives — our  homes — our  sections.  I  have  there- 
fore concluded  to  urge  our  young  men  to  volunteer.  Di- 
vision or  hesitation  among  us  will  but  invite  the  invasion 
of  the  black  Republicans.  My  maxim  has  always  been 
to  choose  among  the  evils  around  me  and  do  the  best  I  can. 
I  think  the  aimals  of  the  world  furnish  no  instance  of  so 
groundless  a  war — but  as  our  nation  will  have  it — if  no 
peace  can  be  made — let  us  fight  like  men  for  our  own  fire- 
sides. 

I  write  this  for  your  own  personal  satisfaction — not  for 
the  public  eye, — not  that  I  desire  to  conceal  my  views,  but 
because  in  the  present  frenzied  state  of  the  public  mind  it 
will  be  distorted — misrepresented,  and  can  do  no  good. 
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To  John  B.  Troy. 

AsiiEBORO,  May  21,  1861. 
Abolitionism  and  Democracy,  aided  and  instigated  by 
the  Devil,  have  forced  everybody  under  the  one  or  the 
other  of  their  banners.  Democracy  is  only  simulating  har- 
mony with  Union  men.  It  was  never  more  malignant  to- 
wards its  old  opponents.  The  reluctance  with  which  I 
have  submitted  to  subjugation  makes  me  particularly  o.b- 
noxious  to  low,  mean  democrats  about  home.  [^Rest  of 
letter  illegible.'] 


To  Johnson  and  Farnsworth. 

AsHEBOEO,  May  22nd,  1861. 
state  of  feeling  in        This  State  is  uow  R  perfect  unit  as  the  North  seems  to 

North  Carolina. 

The  desertion  by     i^e.     ^NTo  man  desired  or  worked  harder  than  myself  to  pre- 

the  North  of  South-  "^  '■ 

em  Unionists.  gg^.^,g  ^j^g  Union,  but  the  iVbolitionists  Xorth  and  the  fire- 
eaters  South  have  gradually  forced  everybody  into  the 
ranks  of  the  one  or  the  other.  In  N".  C.  the  Union  senti- 
ment was  largely  in  the  ascendant  and  gaining  strength 
until  Lincoln  prostrated  us.  Congress  having  refused  to 
pass  the  force  bill,  we  felt  that  the  President  could  aban- 
don Sumter  and  Pickens  Avithout  any  sacrifice  of  his  prin- 
ciples, but  in  conformity  with  the  Legislative  will.  He 
induced  the  whole  South  so  to  believe.  The  assurance  of 
Sew^ard  to  Judge  Campbell  seems  to  have  been  made  with 
deliberate  duplicity,  and  -we  can  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln knew  his  policy  would  disarm  all  Union  men  in  the 
Southern  States.  He  did  more  than  all  the  secessionists 
to  break  up  the  Union,  but  whether  he  did  this,  not  being 
statesman  enough  to  comprehend  the  effect  of  his  measures  ; 
or  whether  his  purpose  was  to  drive  all  the  slave  States 
into  rebellion,  thinking  he  could  bring  against  us  men 
enough,  with  the  aid  of  a  servile  insurrection,  to  overthrow 
us  and  abolish  Slavery,  we  are  in  doubt.  If  the  Union 
bo  restored,  the  War  must  at  once  cease.     Our  white  popu- 
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lation  and  our  slaves  will  resist  to  the  death.  I  infer  from 
all  I  cau  see  that  Lincoln's  measures  have  united  the 
^orth.  The  have  certainly  united  jSTorth  Carolina.  The 
Xorth  must  stop  her  warlike  measures  and  consent  to  a 
severance  of  the  government — or  the  God  of  Battles  must 
lone-  gloat  over  the  carnao-e  of  alienated  brethren.  Reason 
has  left.     Eage  controls  both  sections. 

God  save  the  Country. — 

Gov.  Graham,  as  I  presume  you  know,  is  universally  re- 
spected for  every  quality  which  should  commend  the  re- 
gard of  good  and  wise  men.  He  was  as  strong  for  the 
Union  as  Edward  Everett  till  Lincoln's  proclamation.  I 
enclose,  a  late  speech  of  his.  Have  it  published  in  some 
of  your  leading  papers.  Let  good  men  North  and  South 
understand  each  other. 

Boston,  Mass. 


To  Joseph  UtJey. 

AsHEBORo^  Matj  2S,  '61. 

^  "Jf  "Jf  "Jf  ^  *  ^  -Ir 

I  think  there  is  no  reliable  date  on  which  to  base  any  War  feeling  in  the 

"    South.    Hopes  of  a 

opinion  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  war.  If  Lincoln  and  settlement, 
his  cabinet  exhibited  any  marks  of  statesmanship,  I  should 
think  there  would  be  peace  very  soon.  I  think,  however, 
that  he  and  his  advisers  w'ant  common  sense,  and  hence 
I  can  draw  no  conclusions  as  to  what  they  will  do.  There 
seems  to  be  no  alternative  to  the  South,  only  between  in- 
dependence and  humiliation.  I  have  feelings  that  we  can- 
not be  conquered — if  Southern  Democracy  will  permit 
the  rest  of  us  to  co-operate  with  them  on  terms  less  hu- 
miliating than  absolute  vassalage  to  them.  This  is  doubt- 
ful. Their  unmanly  course  towards  us  thus  far  is  only 
less  galling  than  submission  to  Lincoln.  The  war,  how- 
ever, is  so  manifestly  suicidal  that  I  still  hope  that  the 
sood  sense  of  the  free  States  will  get  into  the  movement 


152  JiTORTH    CaEOLIXA    HISTORICAL    COMMISSION. 

and  arrest  the  war  before  rage  and  passion  shall  have 
ruined  the  land.  I  fear  the  incident  at  Alexandria  will 
add  fnel  to  the  flame  ISTorth  and  South. 

Eandolph,  like  myself,  was  slow  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  Abolitionism  and  Secession  were  the  only 
Commanders  in  the  field — both,  as  we  believed,  moved  and 
instigated  by  the  Devil.  The  moment  we  perceived  that 
we  had  to  be  the  followers  of  the  one  or  the  other  we  all 
enrolled  ourselves  as  true  and  liege  vassels  of  Secession. 
We  now  have  at  least  350  volunteers  in  fragments  of  com- 
panies. I  think  three  or  four  companies  will  be  made  up 
within  a  few  days. 

B.  F.  Hoover,  Doct.  Lane,  aided  by  others  of  like  cali- 
ber, have  lied  so  persistently  as  to  make  Tom.  Waddell, 
Adgt.  Genl.  Hoke  and  other  such  fools  believe  that  I 
was  not  true  to  the  South  and  that  Randolph  concurred 
with  me.  It  sometimes  makes  my  blood  boil  a  little 
when  I  know  that  men,  having  no  connection  with  slaves, 
excepting  with  one  sex,  and  that  connection  not  that  of 
master  and  slave,  endeavoring  to  make  the  impression  that 
I  favor  abolitionism.  It  is  the  privilege,  however,  of  such 
poor  devils  and  does  me  no  permanent  injury. 

We  are  all  well. 


To  Samuel  H.  WaJl^ujj.^ 

AsHEBORO,  May  28th,   1S61. 


*  *  * 


[P.  S.] — We  have  5  incipient  companies  of  volunteers, 
some  nearly  full  and  all  filling  up  rapidly.  We  have  been 
slow  to  move,  but  will  fight  the  stronger. 

*  Samuel  H.  Walkup,  of  Union  county,  was  State  Senator  from 
1858  to  1862.  He  was  a  lawyer  liy  profession  and  a  Whig  in  politics. 
He  was  a  General  of  militia. 
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To  H.  B.  Elliott. 

AsHEBORO,  May  30th,  1861. 
*  ^  *  *  *  *  * 

We  are   in  the  midst   of  war  and  revolntion.      X.   C.  Criticism  of  Lin- 
coln s  administra- 
wonld  have  stood  by  the  Union  bnt  for  the  conduct  of  the  tj^o^^^^s^^^'^^ponsibie 

national  administration  which  for  folly  and  simplicity 
exceeds  anything  in  modern  history,  as  IST.  C.  is  strictly 
a  nnit  for  resistance  and  everywhere  is  heard  the  sound 
of  the  drum  and  fife.  Shubal  is  drilling  his  company — 
Several  other  companies  are  nearly  formed  in  this  County. 
Whither  are  we  bound  i — I  feel  that  we  cannot  be  con- 
quered. 

Sprixgfield^  Mo. 


To  A.  G.  Foster  and  W.  J.  Lo7ig.^ 

Asheboro,  June  3,  ^61. 
I  have  long  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  best  inter-  Need  of  conven- 

.  .  tion's  assuming 

ests  of  the  State  required  that  the  convention  resume  the  legislative  powers, 
general  legislative  power,  and  that  the  General  Assembly 
ought  not  again  to  convene,  which  I  believe  I  expressed  to 
both  of  you,  being,  as  I  think,  in  the  interim  of  Conven- 
tion a  disposition  to  do  so,  I  take  occasion  again  to  say  my 
first  impression  gains  strength  as  I  reflect  on  it.  Your 
body  was  solicited  in  reference  to  the  monstrous  changes 
in  the  government,  and  is  a  far  abler  body  than* the  Genl. 
Assembly.  It  is  less  numerous  and  therefore  more  effi- 
cient and  less  expensive. 

I  have  yet  fully  to  realize  my  condition.  Abolition  and 
Democracy  moved  and  instigated  by  the  Devil,  have  com- 
pelled me  to  choose  one  or  the  other  as  my  master.  Re- 
garding Democracy  as  far  the  better  master  I  have 
marched  under  her  banner — am  laboring  as  becomes  a 
liege  subject.     I  am  attending  the  gatherings  and  doing 


1  Members  of  the  Convention  of  1861  from  Randolph  county. 
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my  best  to  get  volunteers.     We  are  making  good  headway. 
The  sheriff  will  tell  you  all  abont  it. 

Cannot  one  of  you  find  time  to  give    me    the    under 
(!urrent  views  in  relation  to  your  body  ? 


To  Captain  Bohert  Gray. 

AsiiEBOKo^  June  oth,  ISGl. 
Correction  of  a  \  Icaru  from  various  sources  to-day  that  an  imiu-ession 

false  impression.  -J  J- 

has  been  made,  or  has  been  attempted  to  be  made  on  you, 
that  I  (and  perhaps  my  brother  and  nephew)  have  been 
trying  to  induce  the  company  being  made  up  by  Capt. 
Thornborgh,  Dr.  Virden  and  others  to  break  off  an  en- 
gagement to  join  your  Company  and  to  join  my  nephew'^ 
Company.  I  desire  to  say  that  if  any  one  has  made  such 
assertion  in  reference  to  me,  it  is  a  colorless  falsehood.  I 
heard  yesterday  for  the  first  time,  that  any  movement  had 
ever  been  made  or  thought  of  by  anybody  to  induce  that 
Company  or  any  part  of  it  to  join  yours.  I  had  been 
informed  that  Dr.  Virden  and  others,  engaged  in  making 
up  that  Company,  doubted  whether  they  could  make  up  a 
full  Company — and  that  in  the  event  they  could  not — that 
a  portion  of  them  would  probably  join  my  nephew's  Com- 
pany— that  Dr.  Virden  would  probably  join  it  himself  as 
physician,  if  he  could  have  an  assurance  of  a  salary  of 
$100  p&r  -month.  I  have  been  invited  on  the  day  of  the 
■Regimental  muster  to  attend  at  Crawford's  on  last  Satur- 
day and  promised  to  so.  I  w^ent  with  the  bonafide  pur- 
pose of  aiding  them  to  make  up  a  full  Company — and  in 
case  of  a  failure  to  get  them  to  join  in  Shubal's  and  in 
your  Company  and  thus  malce  up  two  full  Companies. 
Dr.  Virden,  as  I  had  learned,  had  been  treating  with  my 
nephew  on  the  basis  above  stated,  and  I  was  Avilling  to 
guarantee  the  salary  he  demanded  and  so  told  him,  but 
at  tliat  time  T  had  not  the  slightest  suspicion  that  any  ne- 
gotiation had  been  thought  of  by  you  and  him  or  any  body 
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else  for  you.     We  were  more  successful    thau  was   sus-  ' 
pected.     Another  effort  is  to  be  made  next  Wednesday  to 
fill  up  that  Company.     If  it  fail  I  would  most  gladly  aid 
to  try  to  get  them  to  divide  and  join  in  as  nearly  equal 
proportions  as  possible  my  nei^hew's  and  your  Company. 

Whilst  I  knew  of  one  or  two  individuals  here  base 
enough  to  try,  by  any  means,  to  make  the  impression  on 
you  that  I  am  trying  to  build  up  my  nephew's  Company 
to  the  prejudice  of  yours,  I  cannot  suppose  you  would 
allow  any  such  impression  to  lie  made  on  you  without 
allowing  me  to  be  heard.  I  am  now  and  have  been  at  all 
times  ready  to  do  anything  in  my  power  to  aid  you  in 
making  up  your  Company,  and  such,  I  know,  are  the 
feelings  of  my  brother  and  nephew — and  if  you  come  to 
the  Jackson  old  place  on  Wednesday  you  will  find  us  co- 
operating with  you  in  the  proper  spirit  to  make  up  both 
Companies. 


To  D.  G.  Worth, 

AsHEBORo^  July  IStli,  1S61. 
Lincoln's  commentarv  on  the  omission,  in  some  of  our  Lincoln's  responsi- 

_    _  "  _  bility  for  the  war 

declarations  of  independence  of  the  passages  in  the  old  »"<!  ws  (supposed) 

^  1  o  purpose. 

declaration,  that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  coupled 
with  his  whole  course,  inclines  me  to  the  belief  that  he  and 
his  party  have  not  desired  the  South  to  become  satisfied 
with  the  Union  in  order  to  permit  them,  under  pretext  of 
enforcing  the  laws,  to  make  war  upon  and  extinguish 
slavery.  He  can  not  be  fool  enough  to  expect  to  restore 
the  Union  now  by  military  force.  He  thinks  when  the 
horrors  and  burthens  of  war  are  fully  realized  in  the 
South  that  the  non-slaveholders  will  join  him  to  extinguish 
slavery,  the  cause  of  the  war,  as  all  extremists  pretend. 
If  these  are  his  views  we  may  all  have  to  take  arms.  We 
are  all  united  to  fight  to  the  death  rather  than  be  con- 
quered, but  some  of  us  can  see  little  that  looks  bright  even 
beyond  victory. 
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To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsHEBORO,  July  31,  '61. 

fitl^ofsV*^'^^^^'  I  know  not  jonr  views  in  relation  to  the  re-election  of 
KupCTpOTC^o^t.  my  nephew  as  Clk.  of  the  Supr.  Court.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  a  matter  of  public  interest  beyond  the  mere  duties  of 
the  office.  He  has  been  in  office  a  very  short  time  and 
lias  proved  himself  so  good  an  officer  as  to  give  complete 
satisfaction  both  to  the  Court,  the  bar  and  the  public. — He 
was  the  first  to  raise  a  Company  of  volunteers  and  enter 
the  service.  It  has  been  urged  on  the  stump  by  Bulla, 
his  only  competitor  having  the  slightest  chance  of  success, 
that  Shubal  ought  not  to  be  elected  because  his  competi- 
tors are  poor  while  his  father  is  well  off  and  he  is  getting 
a  salary  of  $108  as  Captain — and  that  while  in  service  he 
would  have  to  employ  a  deputy,  whereby  he  would  in 
effect  appoint  the  clerk  instead  of  the  people.  It  would 
be  impossible  that  such  arguments  should  carry  wdth  them 
any  weight,  but,  there  being  no  one  to  reply  to  them,  they 
have  taken  a  hold  on  the  minds  of  many,  and  I  much 
fear  Bulla  may  beat  him,  if  intelligent  men  are  not  active 
on  the  day  of  the  election.  As  soon  as  the  people  under- 
stand what  every  man  of  any  information  knows,  that  no 
officer  in  time  of  war,  who  is  fit  to  command  men,  can 
save  a  dollar  of  his  salary,  and  that  he  always  spends 
more,  if  he  can  command  it — and  that  Sam.  Jackson  vol- 
unteered without  pay  to  act  as  his  deputy,  and  was  so  ap- 
pointed and  has  so  acted  since  Shubal  left,  it  at  once 
strikes  every  mind  that  his  non-election  would  wear  the 
appearance  of  a  rebuke  on  him  for  becoming  a  soldier. 
He  would  necessarily  feel  that  our  people,  not  under  arms, 
do  not  duly  appreciate  the  sacrifices  of  those  who  en- 
counter the  discomforts  of  the  camp  and  the  hazards  of 
the  field.  It  would  wear  the  appearance  of  showing  the 
indifference  if  not  the  disapproval  of  taking  up  arms, 
when  in  fact  I  doubt  whether  there  is  iu  any  County  more 
unanimous  than  ours  that  there  is  now  nothino-  else   to 
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be  thought  of,  but  resistauce  to  the  death  to  our  jSTorthern 
foes. — It  is  pretty  certain  that  we  have  but  begun  to  raise 
troops.  We  should  not  discourage  others  by  showing  in- 
gratitude to  those  who  have  volunteered. 

My  object  is  to  suggest,  if  you  concur  in  that  course, 
that  some  effort  be  made,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  to 
make  the  voters  understand  the  matter. 

I  have  heard  rei:)eatedly,  but  cannot  credit  it,  that 
Capt.  Gray  and  perhaps  some  of  his  friends  had  in  some 
way  got  the  impression  that  Shubal  and  his  friends,  in 
their  zeal  to  get  up  Shubal's  Company,  had  improperly 
thrown  difficulties  in  Capt.  G.'s  way  of  getting  volunteers. 
I  am  certain  that  Shubal  and  his  relatives  have  not  said 
or  done  anything  of  the  kind,  and  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  ground  for  any  such  impression,  and  I  trust 
none  such  exists.  If  he  had  any  suspicion  of  the  sort  I 
am  sure  he  would  have  given  us  the  opportunity  to  excul- 
pate ourselves.  Ever  since  I  made  up  my  mind  that  war 
was  inevitable,  I  have  done  my  best  to  get  volunteers 
under  any  leader  they  might  be  willing  to  follow. 


To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons. 

AsHEBOKo,  Aug.  1st,  1861. 

The  whole  nation  seems  now  to  be  heartily  bowing  its  bofh'controfied^^ 
neck ;  in  the  l^orth  to  Abolition,  and  in  the  South  to  Dem-  ^  '^^  ^^^^^  *' 
ocracy  and  Secession.  Each  of  the  leaders  seems  to  me 
to  be  conducting  us  to  perdition.  Being  compelled  to 
wear  one  or  the  other  of  these  yokes,  the  latter  is  less 
galling  to  me  and  the  goal  seems  more  distant,  and  I  bow 
my  neck  and  submit  to  the  goad. 

In  the  present  attitude  of  affairs  no  man  will  more  wil- 
lingly strengthen  the  military  arm  of  the  South  and  repel 
our  invaders,  but  when  the  victory  is  won  and  peace  re- 
stored, it  is  evident  our  late  political  opponents  will  regard 
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us  as  subjugated  vassals.  They  only  tolerate  us  now 
because  they  need  our  aid  to  do  the  fighting.  Events  have 
proved  Yancey's  political  sagacity.  With  the  aid  of  the 
old  villain  Lincoln,  the  Secessionists  have  ''warmed  the 
Southern  heart  and  influenced  the  Southern  mind."  I 
regard  the  revolution  as  successful  and  the  new  govern- 
ment bound  together  wdth  no  \_word  illegible]  of  mind. 
But  I  know  how  impotent  are  the  efforts  of  the  wisest  to 
look  into  the  future,  and  find  consolation  in  the  hope  that 
when  Wickedness  and  Folly  shall  have  finished  their  car- 
nival, that  Providence  will  bring  good  out  of  the  miseries 
now  im])ending. 


To  B.  G.  Worth. 

AsHEBORO,  Sept.  30th,  1S61. 

■Jr  vr  *  *  -Sf  *  * 

I  found  no  small  part  of  the  district  candidates  for 
Congress  and,  having  no  notion  of  a  scramble,  I  refused 
to  allow  my  name  to  be  used.  I  could  have  got  a  very 
strong  vote. 

Two  new  companies  from  Randolph  are  about  ready 
to  go  into  camp. 

All  well  at  home. 


To  Col.  ^YiUiarn  K.  Lane. 

AsHEBORo,  Oct.  12th,  1S61. 

mXfrSS         'I'^»('  Sheriff  of  this  County  has  just  been  informed  by 
direct  tax.  my  friend  I.  H.  Foust  that  under  instructions  from  Rich- 

mond you  will  appoint  the  Sheriff's  or  County  tax  collec- 
tors your  sul)()rdinates  in  collecting  the  Confederate  di- 
rect tax,  wlierever  tlu^y  will  accept,  and  give  bond  and 
conii)ly  with  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed.  Our 
Sheriff  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  will  accept  and 
cf)iiii)ly  with  the  recpiirements.     I  have  not  seen  the  regu- 
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lations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under 
the  19th  Sec.  of  the  Act.  The  Sheriff  desires  me  to  draw 
up  his  bond,  etc.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  send  me  a 
cojjy  of  the  regulations,  or  refer  me,  if  they  have  been 
published,  to  the  paper  in  which  I  may  find  them  ? 


To  H.  B.  Elliott. 

AsHEBORO,  Dec.  7 til,  1S61. 
This  State  is  a  unit  against  the  Lincoln  Government,  unity  in  North 

""  Carolina  against 

It  is  one  great  military  camp.     Some  10,000  troops  are  the  North. 
in  the  field.      The  old  Union  men  are  as  determined  as  the 
original  Secessionists.     The  State  is  totally  alienated  from 
the  Lincoln  Government  and   will  fight  to  extermination 
before  thev  will  reunite  with  the  Xorth. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsHEBORO,  Dec.  9th,  JS61. 
Yours  of  the  5th  inst.  is  iust  received.     I  was  much  sur-  Favoring  conven- 

•>  tion  taking  powers 

prised  at  the  result  of  the  election  of  the  Salt  Commis-  f™™  Legislature, 
sioner.     Yours  is  a  more  conservative  body  than  the  As- 
sembly, or  the  ultraists  are  beginning  to  learn  that  their 
former  opponents  may  rebel  against  their  masters  if  they 
continue  their  course  of  universal  proscription. 

I  hope  the  Convention  Avill  make  it  unnecessary  for  the 
Assembly  to  convene  again.  I  concur  in  all  the  sugges- 
tions you  make.  As  a  member  of  the  Legislature  I  am 
satisfied  that  nothing  would  be  more  popular  or  wiser  than 
to  have  a  tax  on  whiskey. 

******* 

I  hope  you  will  restore  the  Winter  Term  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  protect  the  judiciary  from  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Legislature.  You  ought  to  repeal  the  Stay 
Law.     It  disorganizes  Civilized  society. 
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To  Captain  Leigh  Andrews. 

AsHEBORo,  Dec.  IGtli,  1S61. 
Regarding  iiiegni        Yours  of  the  14t]i  inst.  was  reccl.   Saturday  nmlit,  Id 

detention  of  a  boy. 

rejjly  to  mine  in  relation  to  the  boy  Julius,  in  which  you 
say  that  you  have  concluded  to  release  the  boy  as  soon 
as  3^011  can  i3rocure  the  services  of  another.  Since  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  I  have  not  seen  the  father  of  the  boy 
and  can  not  say  whether  this  will  be  satisfactory  to  him. 
I  have  shown  by  the  course  I  pursued  my  desire  not  [to] 
annoy  or  inconnnode  you.  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  any 
intimate  acquaintance  with  you,  but  I  rank  your  father 
among  my  most  valued  friends.  I  desire  to  do  anything 
I  can  to  encourage  and  aid  any  one  volunteering  in  the 
service  of  our  Country — but  particularly  for  my  Country- 
men and  the  son  of  my  friend — In  asking  you  to  release 
the  boy  I  thought  I  was  doing  both  justice  to  my  client 
and  an  act  of  kindness  to  you.  In  my  opinion  the  true 
nobility  of  the  soldier  consists  as  much  in  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  law  and  the  orders  of  his  superior  officers  as 
in  bravery  in  the  field — especially  in  reference  to  the  weak 
and  defenseless ;  and,  presuming  that  you  entertained 
these  views,  I  supposed  you  would  at  once  release  him, 
if  satisfied  that  he  was  illegally  detained,  and  hence  I 
addressed  you,  hoping  you  would  at  once  release  him  and 
put  his  release  on  the  ground  that  you  would  countenance 
no  infraction  of  the  law  and  the  orders  of  the  Adjutant 
General.  Allow  me  in  the  friendliest  spirit  to  ask  you 
to  consider  whether  it  is  right  for  you  to  detain  him 
"until  you  can  procure  another." 

I  hope  you  will  at  once  release  him  and  put  his  release 
on  the  ground  that  you  are  satisfied  that  it  is  your  duty  to 
release  him  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Adjutant 
Genl.  or  hire  him  from  his  father — I  will  cheerfully  con- 
tribute to  hire  servants  to  wait  on  you  while  in  camp  here — 
but  as  a  sincere  friend  to  j-ou  and  your  Company  I  deem 
it  wrong  to  use  the  compulsory  service  of  anybody. 
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I  hope  you  will  receive  this  in  the  friendly  spirit  in 
which  it  is  intended,  and  not  as  an  impertinent  obtrusion 
of  unasked  for  advice. 


To  J.  J/.  Worth.^ 

.VsiiEBOKO^  Dec.  SOtli,  1861. 
I  reed,  your  letter  proposino;  to  make  your  commission  Regarding  Doctor 

■^  1       i  o  ./  Worth  s  appoint- 

a  joint  one  with  me.  1  think  there  are  some  of  your  duties  mis'^ionerf^*  ^°'^' 
in  which  you  will  need  my  aid,  and  that  you  cannot  afford, 
for  your  salary,  to  withdraw  your  attention  entirely  from 
your  private  business;  but  your  income  ought  not  to  re- 
duce one-half.  I  thinl^;  you  will  be  warranted  in  paying 
me  as  an  assistant  and  that  you  will  have  to  pay  others 
considerable  salaries  to  aid  you.  One  or  the  other  of  us 
should  be  here  nearly  all  the  time.  I  will  turn  out  and 
aid  you  to  any  extent  you  may  wish, — but  I  think  your 
salary  ous'ht  not  to  be  divided  much  if  any.  If  the  work 
can  be  made  a  complete  success,  which  I  think  it  will,  and 
is  pushed  with  vigor  there  will  be  no  clamor,  but  it  is 
about  certain  that  all  your  accounts  will  undergo  investi- 
gation and  much  pains  must  be  takeu  to  have  all  your  ac- 
counts in  condition  to  defy  malevolence  itself. 

I  think  there  is  no  man  in  the  State  who  could  aid  you 
more  efficiently  and  more  satisfactorily  than  my  son  David, 
and  it  strikes  me  he  would  go  into  it  at  a  salary  you  would 
be  well  warranted  in  paying. 

The  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  I  am  satisfied  that  your  Advice  as  to  the 
work  must  be  dispersed.  A  great  establishment  to  supply 
the  whole  State  at  Morehead  would  supply  the  salt 
cheaper  than  you  can  make  it  at  several,  but  it  would  cer- 
tainlv  draw  the  thought  of  the  enemy  on  it.  It  would 
bring  a  destroying  fleet  on  Morehead  City. — According 
to  my  present  light  I  would  have  an  establishment  at 
Wilming-ton — at  Swansboro,  or  some  other  eligible  point 


^  John  Milton  Worth,  a  brother  of  Jonathan  Worth. 
11 
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on  Currituck  Sound,  possible  on  further  exploration  at 
the  points.  An  immense  amount  of  salt  must  be  ready 
for  the  fithing  season  in  the  spring.  If  you  concur  with 
me  in  the  necessity  of  dispersing  the  works,  you  should 
witluHit  delay  have  one  or  more  judicious  assistants  select 
the  sites  and  make  necessary  preparations — but  nothing 
very  efficient  can  be  done  until  you  test  your  boilers,  which 
should  be  done,  no  odds  at  what  cost,  wdth  the  utmost 
expedition. 

You  will  have  to  be  at  home  at  February  Court,  I  pre-' 
sume.  I  must  be  here  then.  If  you  can't  get  things  in 
sufficient  forwardness  to  do  this  Danl.  can  manage  in  your 
absence,  and  for  David.  After  Feb.  Court  I  will  aid  you 
in  every  way  you  may  desire.  In  the  undertaking  in 
which  you  are  embarked  our  family  reputation  for  energy 
and  success  is  involved,  and  I  will  sustain  you  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  ability.  I  am  firmly  impressed  with  the  be- 
lief that  David  would  be  a  most  useful  aid  to  you,  if  he 
can  leave  home.  I  shall  not  write  to  him  because  you 
may  not  concur  in  my  views.  If  you  want  him  go  to  see 
him  or  get  him  to  come  to  you. 

MoKEHEAD  City, 


To  Captain  Leigh  Andrews. 

AsiiEBORO,  Jan.  1st,  1S62. 
Invitation  to  com-       J  wuidd  like  to  givo  to  you  and  to  the  officers  and  men 

luiny  to  dinner.  •  •  "^ 

under  your  command,  before  you  leave  in  the  Military 
Service  of  your  Country,  some  demonstration  of  my  appre- 
ciation of  your  patriotism,  and  designed  to  invite  you  all 
to  tea  at.  my  house  to-morrow  evening  at  7|  o'clock — 
but. I  have  just  learned  that  you  purpose  to  leave  to- 
morrow.— I  invite  you  and  your  officers  and  men  to  dine 
with  me  to-morrow,  if  you  intend  to  leave  to-morrow.  I 
will  have  the  dinner  ready  at  as  early  an  hour  as  you  may 
desire, — but  if  you  be  not  about  to  leave  to-morrow  I  would 
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prefer,  as  I  presume  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  you 
and  your  men,  that  you  all  come  over  and  take  a  parting 
supper  with  me  at  7^  p.  m.  to-morrow. — 


To  Nicholas  ^YiUia■ulS. 

AsHEBOKO^  March  8th,  1862. 

This  disloyal  county,  as  the  cowardly  Secessionists  call  scrFpUonVn  Ran"' 
it,  stood  her  draft  quietly.  Some  timorous  people  here  ^^''^^■ 
pressed  the  Governor  to  send  up  a  troop  of  soldiers  to  sup- 
press the  rebellion,  thereby  giving  color  to  the  imputa- 
tions of  "A  Traveller"^  and  other  cowardly  sneaks.  The 
question  was  put  to  each  of  the  seventeen  companies  com- 
posing this  regiment  whether  they  were  ready  to  repress 
any  attempt  at  rebellion  or  to  aid  the  Sheriff  to  execute 
civil  processes.  The  vote  was  unanimous  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Panther  Creek. 


From  Elvira  Worth  Jaclson-  to  Fannie  Long. 

AsHEBORO,  March  15th,  1862. 

My  Dear  Friend — 

******* 

Oh  Fannie,  the  times,  the  times !     Does  it  not  make  Peace  movement 

■  in  Ranaolpn. 

your  heart  ache  to  think  of  our  once  happy  Country  so 
involved  in  War.  We  will  never  see  such  happy  days 
again.  I  do  wish  the  war  would  stop,  but  it  is  no  use 
wishing  unless  we  knew  it  would  do  good.  I  fear  very 
much  that  it  will  not  close  during  Lincoln's  administra- 
tion. I  do  wish  every  State  in  the  South  had  been  united 
and  then  I  think  the  war  would  have  closed  sooner.  I 
fully    believe    we    can    never   be    conquered — though    the 


'  An  article  in  one  of  the  newspapers  reflecting  upon  Randolpii 
county. 
^  Jonathan  Worth's  daughter. 
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Xortli  has  many  advantages  over  us.  Some  districts  of 
our  County  were  drafted  last  week,  but  every  one  volun- 
teered here  except  100.  Week  before  last  we  had  a  little 
excitement — a  precinct  10  miles  from  here,  in  a  com- 
munity where  there  were  very  few  men  with  any  educa- 
tion, they  had  a  kind  of  prayer  meeting  where  some  50 
men  raised  a  white  flag  and  said  they  were  for  peace. 
The  Captain  of  that  district,  John  C.  Hill,  a  rather  illit- 
erate man,  gave  the  command  for  all  who  were  in  favor 
of  peace  to  follow  in  the  procession ;  over  50  persons 
obeyed,  and  they  marched  after  the  white  flag,  had  prayer 
for  peace,  and  then  dispersed.  The  Gov.  was  written  to 
about  it. 


office. 


From  Jolin  Pool.^ 

Coi.EKAixE,  March  24th,  '62. 

fon?o^iTi»n'^in'"°  AlLjw  uic  to  presume  on  3'our  former  kindness  to  me 
so  far  as  to  recommend  for  some  clerkship  in  the  Treas- 
urer's office  my  nephew,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Pool.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Chapel  Hill  with  the  first  distinction,  and  has 
studied  law  with  me. — I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend 
him  as  a  young  man  of  unusiuilly  bright  talent,  sober,  in- 
•  (liistrious  and  attentive  to  business.  I  am  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  you  will  be  greatly  pleased  if  he  is  brought  under 
your  notice.  His  health  is  feeble,  but  he  is  anxious  to  be 
doing  something  in  these  times,  when  all  the  world  around 
him  is  busy.  Ho  is  now  at  E.  City,  within  the  enemies' 
lines,  but  1  can  get  him  to  Ealeigh  on  a  few  days  notice. 
'i'liis  appointment  will  be  a  favor  to  me.  I  expect  to 
be  in  Kaleigh  shortly,  and  am  very  anxious  to  see  my 
friends  there. 


'  ,Iohn  Pool,  of  Pas(]uotank  county,  was  an  alumnus  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  and  a  prominent  lawyer.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Senate  in  1856  and  in  18(i5.  of  the  Convention  of  18G5,  and  in  1868 
of  the  United  States  Senate.  He  was  elected  to  the  latter  body  in 
1865,  but  was  not  allowed  to  take  his  seat.  He  was  the  AVhig  can- 
didate for  Governor  in  1860,  but  was  defeated  by  John  W.  Ellis. 
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To  T.  C.  and  B.  G.  Worth. 

AsHEBORO^  A  pi.  3d,  1862. 
******* 

I  shall  be  forced  by  benevolence,  as  well  as  policy,  to 
give  small  quantities  of  salt  to  destitute  families  around 
me.  I  have  not  a  bushel.  Send  me  10  or  12  bu.  if  you 
can. 

All  quite  well. — Our  soldiers  have  left  in  good  order. 
It  has  made  a  great  cavity  in  our  population. 


To  Allen  M.  Tomlinson. 

AsHEBORo,  A  pi.  J^th,  1862. 
I  felt  extreme  solicitude  to  relieve  such  of  your  Societv  Plans  for  the  relief 

•^  •^    of  the  Quakers. 

as  were  drafted,  and  from  Morehead  City  and  Wilming-ton 
earnestly  pressed  it  upon  the  Govr.  to  allow  such  as  would 
labor  at  the  Salt  Works  or  send  a  substitute  as  a  laborer, 
at  a  liberal  rate  of  wages,  to  be  excused  from  military  ser- 
vice. He  cheerfully  assented  to  it.  Brother  M.,  I  think, 
further  got  permission  to  accept  $11  per  month,  to  be 
used  in  making  salt,  as  a  commutation  for  military  ser- 
vice, from  those  Quakers  who  might  prefer  to  pay  it,  in 
lieu  of  laboring  or  sending  in  a  laborer.  The  Salt  is  being 
made  not  for  the  army  only,  but  for  the  whole  people.  It 
never  occurred  to  me  that  you  would  have  any  scruples 
about  adopting  this  plan  of  relief — any  more  than  you 
would  have  scruples  about  a  surplus  of  corn,  which  would 
go  to  feed  the  army  and  the  people  and  thus  protract  the 
war.  I  am  greatly  disappointed  and  mortified  at  your  de- 
cision. The  well-intending  eifo'rts  of  brother  Milton  and 
myself,  instead  of  relieving  you,  I  have  no  doubt  will  re- 
sult greatly  to  your  prejudice.  As  the  lawmaking  power 
would  not  relieve  you  entirely,  we  conceived  we  had  fallen 
on  a  plan  which  would  be  gladly  and  thankfully  adopted. 
I  understand  it  is  intended  to  seize  and  send  to  the  hos- 
pitals as  nurses  such  of  the  Quakers  as  decline  to  comply, 
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and  I  fear  you  will  lose  the  sympathy  which  many  of  the 
best  men  in  the  State  have  felt  for  you. 

If  we  have  unconsciously  placed  you  in  a  worse  position 
than  you  were,  I  hope  you  will  at  least  allow  us  credit 
for  the  best  intentions. 

The  place  where  the  salt  is  made  is  8  miles  from  Wil- 
mington and  some  20  miles  from  the  forts  at  'New  Inlet 
and  the  mouth  of  the  River.  The  enemy's  war  vessels 
cannot  approach  near  it.  There  is  ample  opj)ortunity  to 
escape.  The  sea  breezes  make  it  pleasant  and  healthful. 
The  wealthiest  citizens  of  Wilmington  have  their  summer 
residences  on  the  Sound,  on  account  of  the  pleasantness 
and  salubrity  of  the  location.  The  hardest  work  is  cutting 
and  splitting  cord  wood — $20.  per  month  is  allowed  each 
laborer  who  feeds  himself  and  $3.  per  day  to  a  man  with 
a  good  two-horse  team,  he  feeding  himself  and  horses. 
Corn  is  cheaper  in  Wilmington  than  it  is  here. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  re-consider  your  decision — at 
least  so  far  as  to  allow  such  members  to  accept  the  pro- 
posed alternative  without  censure  from  his  Societv. 


To  E.  Emmons.^ 

AsiiEBORo,  Apl.  5th,  1S62. 
inakinK.'^^  By  the  loss  of  Currituck  Sound  and  the  cutting  off  of 

Morehead  City  by  the  taking  of  Morehead  City,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Salt  Commissioner  are  limited  to  Wilming- 
ton, also  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
and  by  far  the  most  ineligible  of  the  three  locations.  Mr. 
Guion,  Prest.  of  the  W.  C.  &  R.  Rail  Road,  informs  me 
there  is  a  salt  spring  three  miles  from  Wadesboro,  near  Mr. 
Simons,  who  would  give  any  aid  in  pointing  it  out.  Mr. 
Guion  says  salt  Avas  made  there  in  1812.      Bv  the  terms 


I^l)onezer  Kmmons,  State  (leoloj'ist. 
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of  the  salt  ordinance,  the  salt  comr.  is  restrained  to  a 
''place  or  places  on  some  navigable  water."  Upon  this  in- 
formation I  think,  if  you  have  not  examined  the  place,  ii 
is  desirable  that  you  do  so  without  delaj^  as  the  Conven- 
tion, having  your  recommendation,  would  no  doubt  au- 
thorize the  Salt  Commissioner  to  cause  the  necessary  ex- 
periments to  be  made  there  or  at  any  other  point  you  may 
recommend. 


To  T.  C.  &  B.  G.  Worth. 

AsHEBOKo,  April  26tJi,  1862. 
The  hotspurs  of  the  South,  aided  by  a  silly  administra-  criticism  of  North 

•^    .  '  .     .  .         and  South. 

tion  at  Washingi;on,  have  at  length  precipitated  the  nation 
into  universal  ruin.  The  South,  with  one  voice,  seems 
bent  on  suicide.  There  is  no  banner  now  under  which  J 
can  cheerfully  sacrifice  myself.  It  will  take  others  as 
long  as  Bro^\mlow  to  decide  whether  to  join  the  Southern 
Confederacy  or  to  go  to  Hell. 

I  am  going  to  try  to  get  our  whole  population,  not  bound 
to  muster,  to  form  a  guard  to  protect  home  and  repel  in- 
vasion. As  to  enrolling  as  volunteers  under  our  Act  of 
Assembly,  I  shall  leave  every  man  to  pledge  for  himself. 

I  have  a  perfect  horror  of  going  to  the  General  A.,  be- 
cause I  think  I  can  do  no  good. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsHEBORo,  May  1st,  1862. 
We  are  just  in  receipt  of  the  Fall  of  Ft.  Macon  and  ISTew  Effect  of  conscrip- 

^^  ,  .  .  .  .  .  n      1       tion  act  upon  salt 

UrJeans.     Accompanying  it  was  the  instructions   of  the  works. 
Sec.   of  War  carrying  out  the  Conscription  Act.      The 
gloom  thickens  to  a  mind  like  mine,  which  has  at  no  time 
been  able  to  see  a  bright  spot  in  the  future,  whether  our 
arms  are  successful  or  unsuccessful.     If  unsuccessful  wo 


168  North  Carolina  Historical  CoM:kiissiox. 

shall  be  ill  no  better  condition,  I  fear,  than  were  the  Eng- 
lish after  the  conquest  bj  William  the  Norman.  If  suc- 
cessful, we  shall  be  an  impoverished,  demoralized  and 
waste  nation.  Democracy  and  the  Devil  still  have  do- 
minion, in  any  event  I  can  see. 

If  our  enemies  should  fail  to  overthrow  us  in  arms  our 
Leffislation  would  ruin  us.  With  all  our  men  from  18  to 
35  called  to  camps  of  instruction  at  this  season,  famine  is 
inevitable.  Not  an  adequate  supply  of  wheat  cannot  be 
made  and  the  harvest  must  be  saved. 

I  suppose  conseri])tion  in  the  field  ior  our  men  engaged 
at  the  salt  works  nor  any  power  reserved  to  any  officer  of 
the  government  to  grant  them  such  exception.  Without 
such  exception  we  shall  perish  for  salt.  The  requisite  salt 
can  in  no  other  way  be  obtained.  If  I  understand  this 
legislation  it  is  an  expression  by  Congress,  of  the  control 
over  the  militia  and  negatives  the  power  of  your  Conven- 
tion to  grant  any  aid  to  your  salt  comn.  out  of  the  class  be- 
tween 18  and  35.  If  reliable  labor  be  at  once  supplied  by 
militia,  or  legislative  authority,  the  salt  [two  words  illeg- 
ible'] evt'rybody  engaged  in  salt-making,  whether  at  the 
salt  works  or  not,  ought  to  be  relieved  from  military  ser- 
vice, in  preference  to  judges,  mail-carriers,  postmasters. 
By  the  way,  I  am  asked  every  day  whether  the  exception 
Act  passed  by  Congress  to  the  conscription  bill  excepts 
Sheriffs  and  Clerks  of  Courts  of  Equity.  It  exempts  all 
judicial  and  executive  officers,  whether  of  the  State  or  Con- 
federate Government.  I  suppose  Clerks  and  Sheriffs  are 
officers  of  the  judicial  department  and  that  they  are  ex- 
empt. Am  I  right  or  not  ?  If  you  are  in  any  doubt,  in- 
(piirc  and  let  me  hear  from  you  soon  and  much  oblige. 

I  should  say  more  ^bout  salt,  but  presume  ]\tr.  M.  will 
see  y(»n  on  the  subject. 

1  would  not  have  you  believe  that  I  am  in  despair. 
Provi(k'nce  often  works  out  her  results  by  agencies  which 
seem  to  the  weak  judgment  of  men  by  no  means  suited  to 
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effect  the  end.  I  hope  therefore  we  yet  succeed  in  driv- 
ing back  our  invaders  and  that  good  many  groAv  out  of  this 
revohition,  but  I  can't  see  Iww  we  can  conquer  or  how  we 
are  to  be  benefited  if  we  do  conquer. 

Will  you  or  Mr.  Long-  run  for  the  Genl.  Assembly,  or 
will  the  Convention,  owing  to  a  large  part  of  the  State 
being  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  dispense  with  the  elec- 
tions and  continue  to  legislate  during  the  war  ?  The 
whole  State  is  now  represented.  In  a  new  Assembly  much 
of  it  will  not  be  represented.  We  shall  probably  never  be 
under  severer  rulers  than  the  Convention,  but  I  will  not 
complain  if  you  decide  to  sit  until  our  invaders  are 
driven  back  or  the  war  closes.  If  an  election  is  to  come 
off  and  you  and  Mr.  Long  or  both  will  not  run,  do  you 
think  I  ought  to  run  for  the  Commons  ?  If  I  run  it  will 
be  only  from  a  sense  of  duty.  If  all  of  us  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  and  discomforts  of  legislation  T  fear 
demaffoo-ues  will  make  "confusion  worse  confounded." 


To  ^Y.  J.  Long. 

AsHEBORO,  ^lay  15th,   IS 62. 
Mv  mind  has  been  painfull  v  exercised  for  some  time  on  Asks  him  to  run 

i  '  tor  the  Commons. 

the  question  whether  I  ought  to  be  a  candidate  for  the 
Commons.  You  or  I  owe  it  to  the  civil  liberty  and  conse- 
quently to  our  own  best  interests  to  be  a  candidate.  Un- 
bridled Jacobinism  is  soon  to  become  disunion  if  conserva- 
tive men  shrink  from  breasting  the  storm  of  popular 
frenzy.  If  you  or  I  for  the  sake  of  temporary  repose,  and 
looking  only  to  present  interest  or  comfort,  give  up  the 
direction  of  popular  opinion  in  this  county,  demagognism 
will  soon  trimuph  in  Eandolph.  Winslow  will  be  a  can- 
didate. His  course  has  been  satisfactory  and  he  ought  to 
be  re-elected.  Only  one  of  us  ought  to  run.  Which  of 
us  can  render  most  service  to  the  public  ?     I  am  fairly  cer- 
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tain  you  can.  The  opposition  to  me  amounts  to  malignant 
personal  hatred.  Mv  friends  support  me  with  violenc 
zeal.  Violent  support  and  opposition  I  fear  will  be  the 
consequence.  All  mj  friends  will  vote  for  you  and  the 
opposition  will  carry  with  it  nothing  of  personal  malignity 
towards  you.  I  firmly  believe  it  is  a  duty  you  owe  to  the 
public  and  to  your  wife  and  children  to  be  a  candidate. 
But  for  Mr.  Foster's  residence,  I  should  feel  that  both 
you  and  he  ought  to  be  candidates.  As  it  is  I  think  you 
are  the  man.  If  you  decline  peremptorily,  I  am  yet  un- 
decided whether  I  ought  to  run  or  not.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  I  can  be  elected,  but  I  regard  it  as  doubtful  whether 
I  can  do  any  good  against  the  furious  feeling  which  I  be- 
lieve will  grow  out  of  it. 

I  suppose  Wilmington  will  be  surrendered,  in  pursuance 
of  what  now  seems  the  policy  of  the  government,  to  wit, — 
to  make  no  resistance  to  the  capture  of  such  places  as  the 
enemy  can  approach  with  his  ships. 
witaSnlud''^  We  shall  then  be  left  without  salt,  and  if  Eiehmond  fall, 
a  deplorable  event  not  unlikely  to  happen,  IST.  Carolina  fur- 
nishes no  defensible  point  at  which  our  retreating  army 
can  make  a  stand,  nor  is  it  possible  that  if  the  conscript 
be  soon  called  out,  that  the  State  can  make  any  provision 
to  support  the  inhabitants,  much  less  to  supply  an  army. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  most  of  the  State  will  be  in  the 
occupation  of  the  enemy  before  the  elections,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  would  have  been  better  that  the  Convention  had 
continued  to  legislate  till  the  end  of  the  war.  It  is  not 
possible  that  the  next  General  Assembly  can  so  fully  rep- 
resent the  State.  It  is  evident  that  the  destructives  ex- 
pect a  fuller  representation  in  the  next  Assembly  than 
they  have  in  the  Convention. 


fall  of  Kichmond. 
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To  ./.  /.  Jachson. 

May  19  th,  1SG2. 
Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  War,   Confederate  ^^%^^^^^^W^- 

'  ciation  of  Confed- 

money  must  be  nearly  useless  at  the  end  of  the  war.      Xo-  ^^^.te  money, 
body    doubts    this,    and    all   Avho   hold    any    considerable 
amount  of  it  are  anxious  to  invest  it  in  cotton,  land,  and 
other  property.      [^Portion  illegihle.'] 

When  the  war  closes  and  the  banks  are  returning  to  a 
sound  currency,  money  will  be  scarce  and  debtors  will  be 
crushed. 

I  had  a  good  deal  of  currency  a  few  weeks  ago.  My 
creditors  would  neither  receive  Confederate  or  any  other 
paper  currency^— and  to  invest  it  as  safely  as  I  could,  (for 
no  solvent  men  would  borrow  it)  I  bought  of  C.  P.  Men- 
denhall  the  600  tract  on  Cane  Creek  in  your  County. 

You  know  I  have  been  unable  to  anticipate  any  good  to 
grow  out  of  this  war.  The  most  disastrous  issue  would  be 
"subjugation,"  a  word  I  hate  because  it  has  been  so  long  a 
cant  party  expression.  If  our  troops  at  Richmond  do  not 
perform  better  than  at  ISTorfolk — Yorktown,  etc.,  we  are 
in  danger  of  the  dread  reality — subjugation.  I  try  to 
hope  for  the  best,  but  can  see  nothing  but  ruin. 

PiTTSBORO. 


To  Gains  Winjtingliain. 

Maij  23d,  IS 62. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I  would  give  you  JtlUs  °" '^^^°"'^^ 
in  writing  (because  you  can't  hear)  my  views  on  the  ex- 
isting conditions  of  our  national  affairs,  I  sit  down  to  give 
you  a  very  brief,  but  a  very  candid,  statement. 

First.  I  believe  the  Union  under  the  old  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  honestly  administered,  was  the  best  gov- 
ernment that  could  be  established,  and  I  have  no  belief 
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that  either  section,  when  divided,  will  be  so  well  governed 
as  we  have  been  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Secondlv.  The  Al)olitionists  were  unwilling  to  carry  out 
that  Constitution  in  good  faith — and  the  Secessionists  in 
the  cotton  States  were  ambitious  to  rule  the  Government, 
and  each  of  these  parties,  with  different  objects,  worked 
together  to  break  up  the  Union.  I  have  not  now,  and 
never  had  any  confidence  in  the  virtue  or  'patriotism  of 
either  party ;  but  these  parties,  each  in  its  section,  got  con- 
trol of  the  Government  and  without  allowing  the  masses 
of  the  people,  either  ISTorth  or  South,  on  the  question. 
War  should  settle  the  dispute.  The  politicians  forced  the 
whole  country  to  take  up  arms.  Being  thus  forced  into 
war,  I  had  no  hesitation  on  which  side  I  would  fight — My 
home,  my  wife  and  children,  my  property,  are  all  here, 
and  when  forced  to  fight,  I  never  had  hesitation,  embracing 
the  side  of  the  South,  and  wishing  it  to  be  victorious.  The 
hatred  between  the  two  sections  has  now  become  so  deep- 
seated  that  the  Union  cannot  be  restored  at  any  early 
day,  so  as  to  leave  the  South  feeling  like  free  men.  As  a 
conquered  people  we  would  be  an  unprofitable  ap]^endage 
to  the  K'orth.  The  two  sections  ought  to  separate  for  the 
present  and  the  war  to  cease.  If  time  and  experience 
should  wear  out  our  animosities  and  teach  us  that  it  would 
be  l)ost  to  reunite,  at  some  distant  time,  let  the  government 
of  Washington  be  restored. 

War  is  a  game  of  chance.  At  present  our  people  are 
very  gloomy.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  surrounding  us 
ami  driving  ns  l)a('k  everywhere.  And  the  dispotic  con- 
duct of  our  government  and  its  disregard  of  our  newly 
adopted  constitution  in  attempting  to  release  our  paroled 
prisoners  from  the  obligations  of  their  oath — the  adoption 
of  mai'tial  law  in  most  of  our  considerable  towns — the  at- 
teni])t  to  disarm  our  p('o])le — the  conscri])tion  act,  and  the 
reckless  exjicnditurc  of  money  and  destruction  of  property 
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— and  the  seizure  of  the  citizen  by  the  military  power  and 
removing  him  to  another  State  to  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  instead  of  a  criminal  court  in  the  State.  The  at- 
tempt to  pass  a  sedition  law  to  silence  complaint — all  these 
things  sink  the  heart  of  the  patriot  and  unnerve  the  aim 
of  a  noble  soldier. 

3Iy  motto  is  "never  despair."  1  see  nothing  flattering 
in  the  future,  but  keep  a  good  look  out  in  order  to  do  as 
much  of  good  and  avert  as  much  of  evil  as  possible. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

AsHEBOKO,  June  27th,  1S62. 
I  had  not  learned  of  the  particulars  in  which  von  had  Question  of  his 

J-  ^  candiaacv  for 

got  the  charter  of  the  Western  E.  E.  amended  until  I  re-  cu|io\fof oppol- 
ceived  your  late  letter.      I  am  both  surprised  and  gratified  ^^^'^  ^°  ^^'^' 
to  find  you  are  re-animating  our  E.  E.  project  under  cir- 
cumstances giving  some  hope  of  success.     I  will  endeavor 
to  give  a  helping  hand,  but  the  loss  of  my  overseer  by  the 
Conscription  compels  me  to  oversee  my  farming  in  person, 
and  I  can  not  leave  home,  either  to  aid  the  E.  E.  or  to   ' 
canvass  the  County  without  danger  of  being  out  of  bread 
next  year. 

I  have  not  decided  to  be  a  Candidate.  In  making  xq) 
my  mind  the  contingency  of  a  defeat  has  not  been  consid- 
ered. Paul  Arnold  is  the  only  man  I  have  heard  of  who 
ever  voted  for  me,  who  declares  his  unwillingness  to  vote 
for  me  now.  The  fact  you  mention  that  ""a  deperate  effort 
^\dll  be  made  to  beat  me  and  if  possible  to  concentrate  the 
Avhole  army  to  vote  against  me"  had  not  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, nor  can  I  conjecture  upon  what  act  of  mine  this 
effort  is  to  be  based.  I  was  aware  that  some  years  ago 
Col.  Gray  had  contracted  some  dissatisfaction  towards  me 
on  account  of  some  supposed  effort  of  mine  to  get  into 
Capt.  Worth's  Company  men  whom  Gray  had  a  right  to 
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expect  to  join  his  Company.  If  he  ever  entertained  such 
a  suspicion  it  was  groundless  and  injurious  to  me.  I  have 
never  approached  him  on  the  subject,  however,  from  the 
previous  relations  I  would  not  suppose  he  would  allow  him- 
self to  become  prejudiced  against  me  without  giving  me 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  matter  of  complaint, 
and  I  have  heard  that  his  friends  had  become  satisfied 
that  I  had  given  him  no  just  cause  of  complaint. 

I  had  also  heard  that  certain  men  belonging  to  the  Kin- 
ley  [word  illegible]  after  the  draft  had  been  frightened  or 
forced  to  enlist  in  Capt.  Gray's  Com.,  and  that  Br.  Milton 
as  Col.  of  the  militia  had  notified  the  enrolling  officers 
that  he  would  report  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
enlisted  to  the  Adj.  Genl.  and  that  thereupon  they  were 
turned  loose.  I  was  gone  to  Morehead  City  when  this  mat- 
ter occurred  and  know  nothing  about  it  from  beginning  to 
end.  I  condemn  the  Kinley  meeting,  and  if  anybody 
by  force  or  threats  made  any  of  the  silly  men  engaged  in 
that  meeting,  enlist  I  condemn  them.  I  am  all  the  time 
for  law  and  order,  and  have  no  approving  word  for  the 
mob,  even  though  they  be  women  pulling  down  whiskey 
stills  or  patriots  forcing  traitors  to  enlist.  I  understood 
from  Esqr.  Troy,  whose  sons  are  in  Capt.  Carr's  Co.,  that 
prejudice  existed  against  me  on  account  of  Br.  Milton's  act 
procuring  the  temporary  discharge  of  that  man.  I  had 
no  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  man  in  the  moon. 

I  would  like  to  hear  further  from  you  in  relation  to  this 
effort  to  prejudice  the  army  against  me.  I  know  nothing 
about  it  beyond  what  I  have  stated.  I  supposed  my  course 
both  as  a  public  and  private  man  made  me  deserve  the  con- 
fidence of  every  soldier  in  the  seiwice,  and  was  not  aware 
that  any  prejudice  beyond  what  I  have  stated  existed. 

I  am  not  a  candidate,  but  the  Co's  strong  desire  that  I 
should  be,  expressed  by  you,  Long,  Foust  and  many  other 
valued  friends,  has  tended  much  to  overcome  my  repug- 
nance to  continue  in  the  political  arena.     If  gentlemen  of 
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character,  however,  deem  the  other  candidate  so  much  pre- 
ferable to  me,  as  to  use  such  efforts  to  prejudice  the  sol- 
diers against  me,  I  deem  unity  and  harmony  among  us  of 
much  more  importance  than  my  poor  services,  and  will  not 
run. — A  feeling  of  defiance  to  the  malice  of  my  enemies  is 
restrained  by  a  conviction  that  all  personal  considerations 
should  be  held  in  subordination  to  the  grand  purpose  of 
vanquishing  our  invaders,  which  can  only  be  done  by  unity 
and  concert  among  ourselves. 


To  T.  C.  and  B.  O.  Worth. 

AsHEBORO,  July  Ji,  '62. 
******* 

We  are  rejoicing  over  the  continued  succession  of  cheer-  Good  news  from 

.  .  .    .  .        Richmoncl. 

ing  news  from  Richmond,  but  intensely  solicitous  as  to  its 
finale.  If  our  success  should  be  as  complete  as  the  news 
justifies  us  in  hoping  for,  we  look  for  peace  at  no  distant 
day. 


To  Zehulon  B.  Yance.^ 

AsHEBORo,  July  13th,  1862. 

My  nephew,  Shubal  G.  Worth,  lately  Captain  of  Co,  I,  ^P^^^^^-jfoi/for 
22nd  Regiment,  resigned  recently  and  is  now  at  home.  ^- ^- ^^'^^*^- 
He  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  is  about  going 
to  the  Warm  Springs  in  Va.  and  hopes  his  health  will  soon 
be  restored.  He  wishes  as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit 
to  return  to  the  service,  but  thinks  he  can  not  stand  the 
Infantry  service.  He  is  well  educated,  intelligent  and  a 
man  of  cool,  deliberate  courage.  If  you  succeed  in  get- 
ting up  your  Legion  he  would  like  to  have  a  place  in  your 
staff.     He  entered   the  service  as  Capt.  of  a  Co.   of  12 
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mouth  \-oluuteers  and  served  luider  Col.  Pettigrew.  Shortly 
before  lie  left  this  State  most  of  his  Company  enlisted  for 
the  war  and  others  joined  them,  making  a  full  Company 
125.  He  asks  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Field  Officers  of  his 
Regiment  for  his  standing.  With  Col.  Connor,  who  re- 
cently took  command  of  his  regiment,  he  has  little  ac- 
quaintance. Col.  Gray  and  Major  Cole  know  him  well. 
He  led  his  Company  in  the  battle  of  the  Seven  Pines. 
If  you  can  not  give  him  the  situation  he  desires  he  will  be 
obliged  to  you  to  suggest  any  like  jDlace  in  the  service 
which  you  may  think  he  could  obtain. 

Our  County  Candidates  have  been  a  week  on  the  can- 
vass. Xot  a  Johnston  voter  has  as  yet  been  heard  of  in 
this  County.  If  there  is  one  for  him  in  this  County  he 
is  luum. 

The  conscription,  carried  out  by  excusing  the  officers,  re- 
quiring every  one,  whatever  his  desirability,  to  go  to  Ra- 
leigh for  examination  and  the  peremptory  refusal  to  give 
any  temporary  respect  to  any  man,  is  begetting  deep  indig- 
nation. One  young  man  has  been  the  sole  nurse  of  his 
father,  helpless  for  18  months  with  palsy,  and  others  who 
are  millers  in  extensive  flour  mills  have  been  required  by 
]\rajor  ]\rallett  to  repair  to  the  Camp  of  Instruction. 


To  James  M.  ^Yort^l. 

AsiiEBOKo,  July  13th,  1S62. 

Advises  against  -r  n     i      i  i        . 

enterinfj  army.  i  am  persuaded  tliat  at  your  age  and  with  your  rather 

fragile  constitution,  self  preservation  and  intelligent  pa- 
triotism alike  forbid  your  going  into  the  army  whether  as 
a  drill  master  or  otherwise.  Such  I  know  to  be  the  opinion 
of  all  M^hose  wislios  it  is  your  duty  to  respect.  I  am  ready 
to  do  anything  in  my  power  for  you  which  I  may  think 
consistent  with  your  genuine  interests  and  advancement, 
but  considering  your  age,  the  number  your  family  has  fur- 
nished to  the  war,  the  wishes  of  your  parents  and  all  the 
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surrounding  circnnistances,  I  have  no-  hesitation  in  urging 
you  to  give  over  all  idea  of  entering  the  army  in  any 
capacity  whatever. 

I  am  pressed  with  innumerable  urgent  duties  and  write 
in  great  haste. 


To  Captain  0.  ^V.  Carr. 

AsHEBORO,  July  19th,  1S62. 
I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  known  to  the  men  com-  Asks  support  from 
posma"  your  company,  that  i  am  a  Candidate  lor  a  seat  m  pany  tor  House  of 

'^  ~  "^  X.        d  J  Commons. 

the  House  of  Commons  of  the  next  Genl.  Assembly — and 
that  I  shall  be  gratified  to  receive  their  votes. 

I  hear  from  my  friend  Jno.  B.  Troy  Esqr  that  some 
members  of  your  Company  have  the  impression  that  I 
used  some  influence  to  prejudice  the  making  up  of  your 
Company  in  getting  some  of  the  Kinley  men  released  who 
had  enlisted  in  your  Company.  It  is  altogether  a  mistake 
that  I  know  of,  or  had  any  thing  whatever  to  do  with  that 
matter,  or  that  I  discouraged  our  men  from  enlisting  [in 
that  or  in]  any  other  Company.  I  have  heard  that  my 
brother  released  or  endeavored  to  release  some  of  those 
men  upon  representations  made  to  him  that  they  were 
forced  to  enlist,  and  I  suppose  I  am  to  blame  on  the  sup- 
position that  I  advised  his  course.  I  left  the  County  im- 
mediately on  the  conclusion  of  the  draft  for  the  Eastern 
part  of  the  State  where  I  remained  more  than  two  weeks 
and  never  heard  of  the  enlistment  of  these  men  until  some 
time  after  my  return  home.  If  my  brother  erred,  it  cer- 
tainly sprung  from  no  hostility  to  you  or  unwillingness  to 
raise  troops.  At  all  events  I  am  in  no  manner  answerable 
for  his  error. 

I  know  that  some  men  have  taken  much  pains  to  preju- 
dice our  soldiers  against  me,  but  I  can  find  no  specifica- 
tions. I  was  an  old  Union  Whig  as  were  nearly  all  the 
people  of  this  County,  but  after  the  Korth  made  war  on 
12 
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us  I  know  no  man  who  voted  more  uniformly  for  every 
measure  tending  to  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers  or  to 
strengthen  our  defences ;  and  if  any  man  has  done  more  in 
this  County  to  make  our  people  a  unit  against  Lincolnism 
and  to  arouse  our  people  to  arms,  I  don't  know  who  he  is. 
If  any  individual  soldier  from  Eaudolph  or  elsewhere  has 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  me  as  a  man  I  am  ignorant 
of  it.  If  there  be  any  prejudice  against  me  in  your  Com- 
pany it  must  be  owing  to  some  mistaken  apprehension. 


Defends  his  course 
and  asks  support 


To  Capt.  Alex.  McAllister. 

AsHEBOEO,  July  19th,  1862. 
Upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  our  late  members  to  the 
piaceiu Legfsra-  Couveutiou  and  others  representing  it  as  the  wish  of  the 
county  generally,  I  have  become  a  candidate  to  represent 
this  county  in  the  next  General  Assembly.  To  my  great 
surprise  I  understand  a  powerful  effort  is  being  made  to 
prejudice  the  soldiers  against  me,  with  some  prospect  of 
success,  but  I  cannot  learn  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 
urged  to  vote  against  me.  I  know  there  is  no  act  of  mine 
either  as  a  legislator  or  as  an  individual,  which  ought  to 
give  displeasure  to  any  manly  soldier,  or  indeed  to  any  sol- 
dier, for  I  voted  for  every  measure  tending  to  their  com- 
fort and  giving  them  the  right  to  elect  their  officers  and 
no  soldier  in  distress  has  ever  called  on  me  for  relief  to 
whom  it  has  been  denied.  But  as  I  am  ignorant  of  the 
accusations,  I  can  offer  no  defense  to  those  who  oppose  me. 
I  was  an  old  Union  man  but  so  was  almost  every  soldier 
from  Randolph  and  they  all  know  that  since  the  war  be- 
gan, no  man  has  tried  harder  or  done  more  to  prevail  on 
our  people  to  present  a  united  front  to  our  ruthless  enemy. 
If  I  should  be  elected  against  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
soldiers  from  Randolph,  I  should  regret  having  been  a 
candidate,  since  the  soldiers  of  all  other  men  have  the 
strongest  sympathies  of  my  heart. 
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I  presume  your  regimental  officers  have  seen  a  copy  of 
the  ordinance  under  which  you  vote,  but  lest  they  have 
not,  I  send  a  copy  of  as  much  of  it  as  you  need. 

I  beg  that  you  make  known  to  your  men  that  I  am  a 
candidate,  and  that  I  shall  feel  grateful  if  they  deem  me 
worthy  of  their  votes,  and  that  if  any  report  is  afloat  in- 
tended to  prejudice  me  among  soldiers,  such  report,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  is  unfounded. 


Lieut.  Jesse  K.  Kyse. 

AsHEBORo,  July  19th,  1862. 

Allow  me  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  known  to  the  ^^idiere^fo?  place 
Randolph  men  in  your  Company  that  I  am  a  Candidate  ^°  Legislature, 
for  a  Seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  next  Genl  As- 
sembly and  that  I  shall  be  gratified  if  they  shall  deem  me 
worthy  of  their  votes.     The  other  gentlemen  who  are  can- 
didates are  Dr.  Thos.  L.  Winslow,  Marmaduke  Robbins, 
Jas.  Bulla  and  Sidney  McMasters. 
The  election  in  camp  comes  off  on  the  31st  of  this  month. 


To.  TAeid.  C.  L.  Russell 

AsHEBORO,  July  19th,  IS 62. 
I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  known  to  t*he  men  com-  Defends  his  course 

"^  _    ^  and  asks  support 

posing  yonr  Company,  who  are  citizens  of  Randolph,  tha*  seaUn  the^Le  *isia^ 
I  am  a  Candidate  to  represent  this  County  in  the  next  *'^^®- 
Genl  Assembly  and  shall  be  gratified  to  receive  their  votes 
if  they  shall  deem  me  worthy  of  them.     Much  pains  has 
been  taken  by  my  old  political  opponents  to  make  the  im- 
pression that  I  am  not  altogether  loyal  to  the  South  and 
by  sundry  other  reports  to  make  me  unpopular  with  the 
soldiers.     I  opposed  this  war  as  long  as  I  could  see  any 
chance  to  avert  it  and  desire  peace  as  soon  as  it  can  honor- 
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able  be  made,  but  when  war  was  made  on  us,  no  man  has 
exerted  his  intiuence  more  fully  than  I  to  induce  the  people 
of  Eandolph  to  present  a  united  front  to  our  foe  and  if 
there  be  any  act  of  mine,  as  a  legislator  or  a  man,  Avhicli 
gives  just  cause  of  complaint  to  a  soldier,  no  enemy  of 
mine  has  ever  referred  to  it.  Time  will  show — ^my  past 
acts  show  that  I  am  at  least  as  true  a  friend  to  the  South 
as  those  who  attempt  to  defame  me. 

Our  exultations  over  the  victory  which  was  lately  won 
near  Eichmond  and  our  pride  at  the  part  our  State  bore 
in  it  and  particularly  the  bravery  exhibited  by  our  neigh- 
bors and  friends  is  tempered  with  distress  on  account  of 
the  terrible  loss  of  life,  mutilations  and  distresses  of  the 
wounded  and  the  anxiety  of  almost  every  family  at  home 
on  account  of  some  loved  one  in  the  field. 


To  Captain  L.  Odell. 

AsHEBoiio,  July  19tli,  IS 62. 

^Skssifpport  of  I  '"^^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^'01'  ^^  y^'^'^  ^^  ^^^^^^^'  known  to  the  men  under 
hiulriiffisiatoe.  J'^"^^!"  commaud  that  I  am  a  Candidate  to  represent  this 
County  in  the  next  Genl.  Assembly  in  the  Commons.  I 
have  been  induced  to  be  a  Candidate  by  the  pressing  so- 
licitations of  our  members  to  the  Convention  and  other  of 
my  old  friends.  I  am  informed  that  pains  have  been 
taken  to  prejudice  our  soldiers  against  me,  but  I  cannot 
learn  on  what  grounds.  If  there  be  any  body  who  as  a 
legislator  or  an  individual  has  shown  himself  more  the 
friend  of  the  soldier  than  I  have,  I  know  not  who  he  is.  T 
fear  some  personal  enemy  or  political  opponent  has  started 
something  to  injure  me  in  the  camps  where  I  cannot  an- 
swer it,  but  I  hope  the  Randolph  soldiers  know  me  too 
well  to  allow  any  story  to  injure  me.  You  all  know  I  was 
a  Union  man  until  ]Jncoln  made  war  on  us  and  that  since 
then  no  man  has  contributed  more  to  get  our  people  to  act 
as  a  unit  against  our  opponents. 
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We  are  all  proud  of  the  bravery  exhibited  by  our  men 
in  the  late  desperate  battle  near  Richmond,  but  our  pride 
is  mingled  with  painful  regrets  for  the  casualties  and  sym- 
pathy for  the  privations  of  those  who  suffer  the  perils  of 
battle. 

We  are  about  all  for  Col.  Vance  for  Govr.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  of  a  man  who  is  for  Johnston  in  this  County — 
but  I  presume  a  few  will  vote  for  him  silently. 


To  Captain  E.  H.  Winmngham. 

AsiiEBORO,  July  20th,  1862. 

My  old  friends  have  induced  me  to  be  a  Candidate  for  Sskl^^JippTrt  of 
a  Seat  in  the  Commons  of  our  next  Genl  Assembly  and  I  in  mfLegisSe. 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  it  known  to  your  Company. 
I  am  informed  that  much  pains  has  been  taken  in  some  of 
the  companies  to  prejudice  the  men  against  me  but  I  can- 
not learn  on  what  ground.  I  was  opposed  to  the  war  as 
long  as  there  was  the  slightest  chance  of  averting  it  and 
am  in  favor  of  peace  whenever  it  can  be  had  on  honorable 
terms — When  war  became  inevitable,  no  one  has  tried  har- 
der than  I  to  make  our  people  meet  the  foe  with  a  united 
front.  I  shall  be  much  gratified  to  receive  the  vote  of 
your  company. 

Everybody  is  proud  of  the  bravery  of  our  Randolph 
men,  but  w^e  mourn  for  the  killed  and  their  surviving 
friends  and  for  the  afflictions  of  the  wounded  and  sick  and 
the  privations  of  the  rest  of  you. 

We  can  hear  of  no  voter  here  for  Johnston.  All  who 
speak  out  are  for  Vance,  for  Govr. 

You  vote  on  the  31st  July. 

Your  relatives,  I  think,  are  all  well,  excepting  your 
nncle  ISTewton.     He  has  been  unwell  for  some  time. 
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To  Lieut.  Kearny. 

AsHEBORO,  Juhj  21st,  1862. 

Defonds^his  course       J  gg]^  .^jj^  f  avoi"  of  jou  to  make  kiiown  to  the  Company 

Logisiaturer''"^  *"  of  which  you  are  commander  that  I  am  a  Candidate  for  a 

seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  next  Genl  Assembly 

and  that  I  shall  be  gratified  to  receive  the  votes  of  any  of 

them  who  may  deem  me  worthy  of  them. 

I  am  aware  that  much  pains  has  been  taken  to  create 
prejudice  against  me  among  our  troops,  but  I  cannot  learn 
the  specific  grounds  and  can  therefore  only  defend  myself 
by  general  allegations — They  all  tend  in  some  way  to  im- 
pute want  of  patriotism  to  me,  as  I  understand.  What  is 
the  evidence  ?  Is  it  because  I  was  for  the  Union  and  op- 
posed to  the  war  while  there  was  any  hope  of  preserving 
the  or  averting  the  other?  This  would  equally  apply  to 
nearly  all  the  citizens  of  Kandolph  and  to  a  majority  of 
the  whole  State.  It  is  well  known  to  all  the  people  of 
this  County  that  when  war  became  inevitable  no  one  has 
spent  more  time  or  exerted  himself  more  earnestly  to 
induce  our  people  to  present  a  united  front  to  our  foe. 
Xo  man  in  this  State  has  voted  more  steadily  since  the 
war  began,  for  every  measure  tending  to  strengthen  our 
defences,  and  if  I  have  ever  omitted  b}'  my  votes  or  my 
acts  as  a  citizen  to  do  any  thiug  for  our  army  or  for  the 
individual  soldier,  which  patriotism  and  humanity  require 
my  enemies  should  specify  the  act. 

In  common  with  all  our  people  I  am  proud  of  the 
bravery  our  troops  have  exhibited  in  the  field  and  shall 
always  be  ready  to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  for  the  sur- 
vivors or  the  families  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defense 
of  tlioir  Country  and  with  this  profession  all  my  past  acts 
accord. 

We  are  about  all  for  Col.  Vance  for  Govr.  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  man  in  this  Count}'-  for  Johnston.  Doubtless 
some  will  vote  for  him— l>ut  none  avow  their  intention  to 
do  so. 
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AsHEBOEO,  July  27  62. 

\l\  S.]  If  Mr.  Clarkson  Homey  will  deliver  to  the 
comniaiiding  officer  of  Co.  I.  22nd  Reg.  before  the  election 
in  the  army  on  Thursday  next  he  will  mnch  oblige  me.  1 
addressed  by  mail  the  Capt.  or  commanding  officer  of  each 
Company  from  Randolph  in  the  army  a  few  days  ago,  ap- 
praising them  that  I  am  a  Candidate  for  the  Commons. 
Before  these  letters  could  have  reached  them,  Capt.  Win- 
ingham,  as  I  learn,  died,  so  that  my  communication  would 
not  reach  the  Company. 

In  much  haste — - 


To  Major  L.  D.  Andrews. 

AsHEBORO,  July  25/62. 

I  have  been  so  occupied  in  various  ways  and  also  ig-  ^Miers^oraseat 
norant  of  your  whereabouts  that  I  have  not  hitherto  in-  "^  ^^^  Legislature, 
formed  you  that  I  am  a  Candidate  for  a  seat  in  the  Com- 
mons of  our  next  Genl.  Assembly.  Much  pains  has  been 
taken  to  prejudice  me  because  I  was  an  original  Union 
man,  but  if  I  was  in  fault  in  this  so  was  a  large  majority 
of  ]Morth  Carolina.  Since  war  was  inevitable  I  have  by 
every  word  and  vote  and  act  of  mine  sought  to  induce  our 
people  to  present  a  united  front  to  our  foe  and  certainly  no 
troops  in  the  world  ever  exhibited  more  valor  on  the  field 
of  battle  than  our  JST.  C.  troops  have  done  and  none  have 
become  more  conspicuous  than  those  from  Randolph, 
nearly  all  of  whom  were  for  the  Union  as  long  as  possible. 
The  candidates  for  the  Commons  are  Marmaduke  Robbins, 
T.  L.  Winslow,  Jas.  Bulla,  Simeon  McMasters  and  myself. 
If  you  shall  think  me  worthy  of  your  continued  su]3port 
and  confidence,  I  shall  be  obliged. 
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To  Paul  Arnold,  Sr. 

AsiiEBORO,  July  25th,  1862. 
Asksreusnn  for  I  am  told  bv  clivers  persons  that  you  have  expressed  voiir 

hostility  aj,'ainst  -^  ^  '  i  •  i         •       "         i 

him.  Exphmation  pm-posG  iiot  to  vote  for  me  ill  the  approaching  election  and 
that  some  persons  in  your  neighborhood  who  have  hitherto 
been  my  friends  even  threatened  by  violence  or  disorder  to 
prevent  my  speaking  at  your  tax-gathering.  I  went  to 
your  tax-gathering  and  no  such  disorder  occurred,  and  as 
the  other  portion  of  the  report  may  be  untrue,  I  feel  it 
due  to  our  past  intimate  friendship  to  address  a  few  lines 
to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  met  no  man  in  Randolph  since  my  last  return 
from  Raleigh  as  a  member  who  has  expressed  his  approval 
of  my  career  in  terms  more  cordial  than  yourself.  You 
have  heard,  I  believe,  my  leading  addresses  to  the  people 
on  the  subject  of  the  war,  the  draft  and  the  meeting  headed 
by  Capt.  Hill,  Mr.  Kinley  and  others.  I  have  understood 
that  you  ajiproved  all  these  addresses,  but  it  is  said  you 
have  taken  offence  at  the  conduct  of  my  brother  in  pro- 
curing the  release  from  enlistment  of  certain  persons  said 
to  have  i:)articipated  in  the  meeting  aforesaid.  If  this  be 
the  cause  of  offence,  it  greatly  surprises  me  because  I  al- 
ways found  you  a  reasonable  man,  and  I  ought  not  to  be 
answerable  for  uiy  brother's  error  if  he  committed  one.  I 
am  told  that  he  wrote  you  and  others  in  relation  to  the 
enlistment  of  these  men  and  that  you  infer  that  it  was 
wi'itton  u]K)n  my  advice  and  that  that  letter  was  offensive 
to  you.  T  do  not  know  whether  he  wrote  you  a  letter  at 
all  and  of  course  know  nothing  of  its  contents — but  I  hear 
of  certain  old  ])olitical  0]i)ioncnts  of  mine  in  the  Eastern 
])art  of  the  County,  circulating  a  report  that  you  had  a 
letter  fi-om  me  seeking  to  release  volunteers  or  in  some 
othei"  way  seeking  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  law\  I  am  sure  you  did  not  put 
this  !■(  ])()rt  afloat,  because  T  have  written  no  such  letter  but 
liave  colli i'il)u1e(l  l)v  word  and  deed  I  trust  as  much  as  anv 
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other  citizen  of  this  County  who  has  not  taken  np  arms,  to 
indnce  onr  people  to  offer  an  nndivided  front  to  our  foe. 
The  i:)oint  I  have  endeavored  above  all  others  to  impress  on 
our  people  has  been  to  observe  and  obey  the  law.  I  have 
urged  that  the  common  safety  of  all  of  us  required  that 
every  man  should  turn  his  face  against  all  mobs,  whatever 
their  object.  You  have  approved — and  I  trust  you  still 
approve  this  sentiment.  I  gave  my  brother  no  advice  in 
relation  to  the  matter  referred  to.  The  day  after  the  draft 
I  left  here  for  Morehead  City  and  did  not  return  home  for 
about  three  weeks.  I  did  not  hear  or  know  one  word 
about  the  enlistment  of  these  men  or  their  release  for 
weeks  after  the  affair  occurred.  If,  therefore,  you  have 
censured  me  on  account  of  that  affair,  that  censure  was  not 
deserved.  After  I  came  home  I  often  heard  a  report  that 
your  brother  had  forced  certain  men  to  enlist,  by  threat, 
etc.  I  have  never  said  you  did  so,  because  I  know  noth- 
ing about  it — but  I  have  said,  if  you  did  so,  I  disapproved 
of  it,  however  patriotic  your  object — my  motto  being  "ob- 
serve the  law." 

I  have  written  this  long  letter  because  a  long  and  inti- 
mate friendship  has  subsisted  between  us  and  I  have  felt 
mortified  and  surprised  that  you  should  condemn  me  un- 
heard and  because  I  believe  you  to  be  a  man  of  too  much 
manliness  to  impute  the  explanation  to  the  mere  desire  to 
get  your  vote.  I  would  have  no  man  vote  for  me  who  may 
think  he  can  cast  his  vote  so  as  better  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Country. 


To  James  Newliri. 

AsiiEBORO,  July  27/62. 
The  powers  that  be  will  use  I  presume,  all  the  exertions  Asks  aid  m  secur- 

1  •      T  1  •  rrn  1  ^'^o  election. 

they  can  to  prejudice  the  army  ag-amst  me.  ihe  rank  and 
file,  left  to  judge  for  themselves,  would  vote  for  me,  but 
the  officers  looking  to  promotion  will  perhaps  control  them. 
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The  liWL^e  niniiber  of  iiieii  at  the  salt-works  who  would 
vote  for  me  will  probably  be  unable  to  attend  the  election. 
Notwithstanding  this  I  shall  be  elected  if  my  friends  at 
home  go  to  the  election.  I  know  of  many  of  your  society 
[are]  indisposed  to  go.  They  would  vote  for  me  if  they 
would  go  to  the  election.  Will  it  not  be  a  most  ungrateful 
return  for  my  efforts  to  protect  them  from  oppression  if, 
by  their  inaction,  they  allow  my  enemies  to  have  a  triumph 
over  me  ?  I  beg  you  to  arouse  them  in  a  quiet  -way.  For 
my  own  ease  I  would  rather  be  out  of  the  Assembly  than 
in  it — but  I  am  persuaded  I  could  do  some  good  there,  and 
therefore  desire  to  be  elected.  Any  Quaker  who  stays 
from  the  polls  will  have  no  right  to  complain  of  oppres- 
sion. 


To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Company  I  in  the  22d  Beg. 
of  N.  C.  troops. 

AsHEBORo,  July  27th,  1S62. 
ufe  soidkr^'ir.r'a°^       I  addressed  a  few  days  ago  to  Capt.  Winingham,  by 
tuVf.  mail,   a  letter  informing  him  that  I  am   Candidate  for 

a  Seat  in  the  Commons  in  the  next  Genl  Assembly — and 
requesting  him  to  inform  his  company  with  the  expression 
of  my  wish  that  they  would  give  me  their  votes  unless 
they  shall  think  that  among  the  other  candidates  they  can 
find  fitter  men.  1  learned  yesterday  with  deep  regret  that 
Capt.  Winingham  died  before  my  letter  could  have 
reached  him.  I  believe  that  every  member  of  Co.  I  knows 
me  well  and  that  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  urge 
upon  them  my  reasons  tending  to  induce  them  to  vote 
for  me.  I  am  sure  they  will  vote  as  they  deem  best  for 
the  interests  of  their  counti-y,  and  with  this  I  shall  be 
satisfied. 

T  address  this  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Co.  I,  not 
knowing  the  name  of  its  commander,  and  request  the  favor 
of  him  to  make  known  its  contents  to  his  company. 

[P.  S.] — The  other  candidates  for  the  Commons  are 
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Thos.  L.  Winslow,  Marmacluke  EobLiiis,  Jas.  Bulla  and 
Sidney  McMasters. 


To  Z.  B.  Tance. 

AsHEBOKO,  Sept.  16/62. 

I  see  in  the  Fayetteville  06.se/-te/-  of  the  15th  inst.  in-  SSVfVon- 
formation  of  Capt.  Miircliisou  notifying  the  conscripts  of  ^^"p^^- 
Cumberland  and  Harnett  and  those  of  them  who  have  en- 
listed to  report  themselves  to  be  received  into  his  com- 
pany. I  learn  that  there  are  many  conscripts  in  this 
county  who  have  not  reported  themselves,  and  I  am  sure 
nearly  all  of  them  in  this  Co.  would  immediately  report 
if  allowed  to  join  companies  of  their  section.  If  such 
permission  be  given  they  can  be  speedily  in  the  ranks.  I 
am  sure  a  portion  of  those  who  went  to  the  camps  of  in- 
struction have  been  reporting  that  they  were  not  properly 
cared  for  and  not  allow^ed  to  select  their  companies.  This 
makes  it  difficult  to  get  up  others.  I  will  gladly  do  any- 
thing I  can  to  get  our  conscripts  to  the  front  and  there- 
fore write  this  communication.  I  know  not  whom  I  ought 
to  address.  An  agent  to  arrest  them  has  been  sent  here 
who  is  exceedingly  odious  to  them  and  in  whom  they  have 
no  confidence.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  address  Major  Mallett 
but  I  am  unacquainted  with  him.  If  you  are  not  able 
to  do  anything  in  the  matter  let  this  communication  go 
for  nothing.  If  Murchison  be  authorized  to  fill  up  his 
Company  with  conscripts  surely  they  should  have  the  like 
privileges,  as  I  know  Capt.  Murchison  to  be  a  gentleman 
and  a  man  of  intelligence.  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  has  been 
so  authorized. 

This  County  has  furnished  some  8  or  9  companies,  met 
the  draft  manfully  and  would  have  faced  conscription  if 
they  had  not  been  induced  to  believe  that  they  would  be 
allowed,  as  far  as  possible,  to  select  the  companies  in  which 
they  were  to  serve.     As  it  is,  I  fear  some  will  only  be  got 
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bj  force,  and  this  may  be  better  effected  bj  requiring  tlie 
militia  officers  of  each  company  to  arrest  their  own  con- 
scripts, under  such  penalty  for  neglect  as  you  may  have 
power  to  impose.  One  great  cause  of  this  refusal  of  our 
conscripts  to  enrol  themselves  in  the  exemption  of  their 
officers. 


urer. 


To  I.  H.  FousL 

AsHEBOEO,  Sept.  17,  1862. 

election'^  T^eas-  ^  design  to  Send  you  in  a  few  days  two  bushels  of  the 
small  select  lot  of  seed  wheat.  It  was  down  in  a  small  lot 
and  the  day  it  was  cut  the  hogs  broke  the  fence  and  tore 
down  most  of  it.  Being  too  busy  at  the  time  to  make  the 
necessary  repairs  to  the  fence  I  hauled  it  in,  spreading  it 
over  the  barn.  You  will  see  it  is  damaged,  so  that  I  fear  it 
will  not  all  come  up.  I  will  let  you  have  the  other  20  bu. 
you  want.  It  is  nearly  clear  of  other  varieties,  but  has 
some  oats  and  cheat  in  it.  I  have  an  extra  good  fan  and 
if  you  will  send  your  bags  before  you  send  your  wagon  for 
the  wheat,  I  will  have  it  run  several  times  through  my  fan, 
so  that  it  will  be  very  superior  seed.  As  you  will  have  to 
send  for  the  20  bu.  you  can  at  the  same  tijme  get  the  two 
bushels.  I  shall  leave  home  the  week  after  Supr.  Court. 
I  should  like  to  have  the  bags  before  that,  so  that  I  can 
give  personal  attention  to  it  before  I  leave. 

As  men  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect  have  it 
in  view  to  run  my  name  for  Pub.  Treasurer,  without  any 
move  on  my  part,  and  as  I  have  self  confidence  in  my  ca- 
pacity to  discharge  the  duties  as  they  should  be  discharged, 
I  will  acccjit  the  ap])ointment  if  tendered  to  me.  If  I  am 
a])])ointcd  it  will  be  an  instance  where  office  seeks  the  man. 
You  know  me  more  intimately  than  any  man  in  the  State. 
As  to  ])ublic  affairs,  there  is  a  more  perfect  accord  between 
your  views  and  mine  than  any  of  my  acquaintances,  and 
you  know  T  have  not  sought  any  place  of  political  prefer- 
ment  and  tliat  my  political  notions  have  been  controlled 


soldiers  in  Ran 
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only  by  my  convictions  of  duty  to  the  pul)lic.  Under 
these  circumstances  appointment  would  be  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal pride  and  gratification.  I  had  not  heard  of  that 
my  name  had  been  thought  of  for  the  appointment  till 
I  received  a  message  from  you  on  the  subject.  I  thank 
you  for  this  and  the  continual  proofs  of  your  interest  in 
my  advancement. 

I  can  not  find  the  Bulletin.      It  is  an  anonymous   ar-  Treatment  of 

•  1         •  1  1  T  •      1  •         soldier 

tide  conveying  the  idea  that  the  company  gets  notliing  doiph 
but  "tatoes  and  cabbage"  in  this  County — that  we  are 
''Unionists/'  and  I  (by  name)  the  representative  of  this 
class,  and  it  falsely  asserts  that  I  charged  them  $94.  for  a 
night's  supplies.  I  inquired  of  them  especially  if  their  ex- 
penses were  paid  by  the  government  because,  if  not,  they 
would  be  charged  nothing;  but  if  it  was,  it  would  be  os- 
tentatious liberality  to  charge  nothing.  They  applied  to 
me  in  the  first  instance  to  supply  them.  I  told  them  to 
try  the  hotels  and  if  they  could  not  supply  them  then  I 
would.  They  returned  and  said  they  could  get  corn  and 
hay  from  Jack  Hamlin,  but  no  oats  or  nothing  to  feed 
themselves.  I  supplied  them  with  82  lbs.  of  salt  ham  at 
35 — flour  at  8  1-2  cts.  per  lb — oats  at  10  cts.  per  doz.  1  bu. 
I  potatoes  at  $1.50 — and  corn  (Jack  could  not  supply 
enough)  at  $1.75  lard  at  35  cts.,  cabbage,  salt,  etc  nothing 
— and  $5.  for  cooking.  It  took  all  my  hands,  male  and  fe- 
male, almost  a  day,  and  I  fed  several  of  them,  filled  their 
haversacks,  etc — and  charged  nothing.  My  bill  was  $70. 
When  theCapt  was  about  paying  me  he  said  he  w^as  allowed 
by  the  Government  only  $50.00  per  day  to  feed  his  80 
men  and  horses — that  he  would  lose  $20  and  whatever 
Jack  charged  him.  I  handed  back  the  $5.  charged  for 
trouble  and  told  him  he  would  have  had  nothing  to  lose  if 
this  limitation  had  been  made  known  to 'me.  I  don't  know 
what  Jack  charged  but  he  told  me  they  docked  his  hive. 
The  ladies,  night  and  morning,  sent  them  coffee,  tomatoes, 
etc.  for  which  there  was  no  charge.     I  think  the  Capt.  had 
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a  fixed  piiriwse  to  get  what  he  could  out  of  us  in  this 
County  and  then  to  traduce  us. 

[P.  S.] — 1  learn  that  Mr.  Burney  and  the  ladies  of 
his  family  enjoy  greatly  the  attack  on  me.  I  can  take  no 
notice  of  the  article  through  the  press  without  a  contest 
Avith  an  ignoble  blackguard  shielded  by  a  military  Court. 


To  ^Y^l^^am  A.   Graham.' 

Sept.  28th,  1862. 

S'n tomake"^"  You  Say  many  of  my  friends  are  speaking  of  making 
iim  ireasurer.  ^^^^  Public  Treasurer.  It  originated  with  my  friends.  I 
had  not  thought  of  it.  If  my  friends,  without  my  seeking, 
shall  confer  the  appointment  on  me  I  will  accept  it,  having 
some  confidence  that  I  could  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
place  properly. 


From.  M.  A.  Alston. 

High  Poi^-t,  Oct.  27th,  1862. 
"When  you  collect  my  note  in  your  hands  on  a  Mr.  A. 
Smith  please  demand  specie  payment.  I  would  have  been 
satisfied  with  paper  currency  at  the  time  I  needed  it,  but 
he  would  not  pay  and  I  have  thereby  been  compelled  to 
spend  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  more  by  not  getting 
it  at  the  time  he  promised  to  pay. 


■'  William  A.  Graham,  of  Orange,  was  a  graduate  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity and  was  a  lawyer  by  profession.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  from  L883  to  1837,  State  Senator  in  1854,  and 
at  the  time  of  tliis  letter,  member  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  1841-1844,  Gov- 
ernor 1845-1849,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  Fillmore,  Whig  candi- 
date for  Vice-President  in  185(3.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  the  Con- 
federate Senate,  and  in  1864  became  President  pro  tent,  of  that  body. 
After  the  war  he  was  elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  but  was  not  admit- 
ted. He  was  also  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  1865,  but  was  not  par- 
doned.    He  died  in  1875. 
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To  D.  G.  Worth. 

AsiiEBORo,  Nov.  1st,  1862. 
******* 

I  received  your  letter  from  Favetteville  some  days  ago  Regarding  the 

"^  .  ,  management  of  his 

in  which  you  express  doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  over-  daughter's  pianta- 
seeing    Eoxana's    hands  and    farms,  fearing  the    public 
opinion  would  condemn  it  as  an  unworthy  expedient  to 
avoid  military  service. 

If  I  felt  there  was  anything  disagreeable  in  it  I  would 
not  advise 'it — for  though  I  would  rather  lose  the  last  piece 
of  property  and  the  last  dollar  I  have,  than  see  you  enter 
the  army,  I  would  advise  no  disreputable  means  of  avoid- 
ing it.      For  public  disapprobation,  unless   just,  I  have 
little  regard,  but  I  think  intelligent  public  opinion  would 
approve  your  course,  even  jDutting  it  on  the  ground  that 
exemption  was  your  object.     The  government  of  Roxana's 
negroes  and  management  of  her  affairs  she  can  commit 
to  no  other  person  with  propriety  and  safety.     She  and 
her  children   and  your  wife  and   children,   in  the  midst 
of  a  large  slave  population,   can  look  to  you   alone  for 
protection,  and  you  in  effect  assumed  this  duty  while  it 
did  not  carry  corruption  wnth  it.     You  did  it  while  you 
were  exempt  by  a  substitute  and  before  the  passage  of  the 
act  excepting  overseers.     I  have  heard  of  no    one  being 
blamed  for  obtaining  exemption  by  any  lawful  means  who 
had  a  family  to  protect  and  was  not  an  original  secessionist 
— but  I  have  said  enough.  You  are  capable  of  viewing  the 
matter  in  all  its  aspects — and  must  decide  for  your  own 
conviction  of  duty  and  honor — It  is  Court  week  here  next 
week.     Only  one  week  intervenes  between  Court  and  the 
Genl.  Assembly.     In  that  week  I  must  go  to  Cane  Creek 
and  make  dispositions  for  a  three  months  absence.    Several 
of  my  hands  must  be  transferred  from  here,  etc.     It  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  visit  you,  nor  do  I  think  my  pres- 
ence would  be  of  any  service.     I  throw  out  my  general 
views  about  Roxana's  affairs  by  no  means  desiring  you  to 
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be  governed  by  my  views.  You  have  bad  more  time  and 
opportunity  to  consider  the  subject  than  I  have  and  you 
must  decide  for  yourself — with  Koxana's  approval- — for  I 
want  her  to  understand  all  her  business. 

If  you  should  decide  to  remain  where  you  are  then,  I 
think,  if  you  retain  Parker,  he  should  be  placed  at  the 
Swamps,  which  would  involve  the  building  of  a  shanty 
for  him.  A  neat  cabin  of  cypress  or  other  poles  would 
do — If  you  should  decide  to  stay  aud  oversee,  you  would 
need  an  assistant — both  of  you  under  the  exemption  act 
could  not  remain  on  the  same  place. 

I  devolve  on  you,  at  all  events,  the  whole  planning  and 
management  for  Roxana,  for  the  present — with  the  evident 
desertion. 

If  you  urge  it  I  will  go  from  Raleigh  to  Avery sboro  any 
Saturday  night — meet  you  there  with  a  carriage  or  buggy 
and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  you. 

We  are  all  well — Love  to  all. 


From  S.  S.  Jachson. 

Nov.  5th,  1862. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  reed  by 
jVIanning  a  day  or  two  ago.  Did  not  Lindley  sell  and  con- 
vey to  Mendenhall  the  Cane  Creek  lands  prior  to  the 
30th  August,  1861  ?  If  so,  he  will  lose  them  or  will  be 
bound  to  pay  you  back  what  you  paid  him  and  damages, 
for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  warranted  your  title. 

This  negi'o  money  due  the  Alston  negroes  in  Ohio,  also, 
will  have  to  be  refunded. 

l»^othing  new,  all  tolerably  well.  We  have  just  heard 
on  yesterday  the  truly  afflicting  news  of  the  death  of  Doc- 
tor Worth — a  martyr  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 
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[Enclosure] 

From   ^yade  Keijes,  Acting  Aitovneij   General. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  Justice. 
Richmond,  Oct  22,  1862. 

Circular  letter  to  District  Attornies  and  to  Receivers  under 
the  Sequestration  Act. 

The  Act  of  the  oOtli  August,  1861,  declares  that  certain 
property  "held,  owned,  possessed,  or  enjoyed  by,  or  for 
any  alien  enemy,  since  the  21st  day  of  May,  1861,"  is 
thereby  sequestered,  and  that  it  shall  be  held  for  the 
full  indemnity  of  a  class  of  persons  therein  sptcitied.  The 
Act  vested  the  property  in  the  Confederate  States,  and 
declared  a  trust,  and  you  are  instructed  to  proceed  in  all 
cases,  in  which  that  trust  seems  to  be  impaired  by  subse- 
quent legislation,  as  if  no  such  legislation  had  been  made. 
The  object  is  to  settle  judicially  the  constitutionality  of 
such  subsequent  legislation. 

Instances  wherein  the  trust  seems  to  be  impaired  by  the 
Amendatory  Act  of  the  15th  February,  1862,  readily  oc-  , 
cur;  as  the  seventh  section  thereof,  which  gives  the  prop- 
erty of  certain  alien  enemies  to  the  next  of  kin  independ-  ; 
ently  of  any  trust,  the  section  i?j  a  nulity.  If  the  property 
be  not  sequestered  it  remains  in  the  alien  enemy ;  if  se- 
questered, the  title  is  in  the  Confederate  States,  and  the 
Congress  cannot  make  gifts  nor  grant  bounties. 

The  4th  Section  of  the  Amendatory  Act  seems  also  to 
be  violation  of  the  trust,  as  in  contravention  of  the  original 
Act,  it  exempts  from  sequestration  property  transferred  by 
an  alien  enemy  to  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  prior 
to  the  30th  Augaist,  1861;  and  so  of  the  sixth  section  of 
the  Amendatory  Act,  if  it  shall  appear  that  it  limits  the 
class  of  persons  known  as  alien  enemies  at  the  time  the 
first  Act  was  approved.     But  these  are  given  merely  as 

13 
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instances,  the  better  to  call  the  whole  subject  to  your  care- 
ful consideration. 


To  B.  F.  Blair. 

AsHEBOKo,  Nov.  10th,  1862. 

Sy.'"^"""  -'-  ^^'^*  appointed  last  week  County  Salt  Comr.  in  place 

of  J.  Worth  who  resigned  on  account  of  being  a  member 
of  the  Genl  Assembly.  I  inclose  the  evidence  of  my  ap- 
pointment. He  explained  to  the  Court,  a  majority  being 
present,  all  his  plans,  which  were  unanimously  approved 
by  the  Court,  among  which  was  the  plan  to  send  you  to 
Saltville,  to  pay  for  the  107  sacks  salt  at  $1.50  per  bushel, 
and  then  to  come  with  it  to  High  Point  if  you  can  get  it 
there,  or  to  Danville.  Jesse  Coletrane  has  started  with 
his  4  horse  wagon  and  took  100  three  bushel  sacks — and 
Eli  A.  Hanner  left  here  on  Friday  last  with  a  two  horse 
team  and  took  148  three  bushel  sacks.  It  is  expected  that 
you  Avill  start  in  time  to  reach  Saltville  before  they  get 
there.  They  are  to  deliver  the  sacks  to  you.  I  inclose 
check  to  pay  for  the  321  bushels.  The  check  is  for  $481.50. 
You  are  sent  to  see  that  the  wagons  sent  are  employed 
according  to  the  arrangement  you  make.  The  following 
wagons  have  started — David  Coletrane,  Jesse  Coletrane. 
Chas.  Cox,  Marmaduke  Swain  and  Wm.  White,  with  four 
horse  teams,  and  Eli  Hanner  with  tw^o  horse  team.  Others 
speak  of  going  but  are  not  reliable.  Immediately  on  your 
arrival,  see  whether  they  will  take  any  two  horse  teams — if 
so,  on  what  terms — also  whether  there  is  a  limited  time 
witliin  wliich  they  must  start  from  here.  Try  if  possible 
to  make  a  fiiftlici'  ])ni'chase  for  as  large  a  quantity  as  you 
can,  to  l>e  delivered  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  before 
Christmas,  to  bo  brought  by  Rail  Road.  I  will  supply 
sacks  in  due  time.  You  ftre  to  be  paid  your  expenses  and 
the  same  wages  you  received  for  your  last  trip,  and  I  de- 
sire yon  to  stay  long  enongh  to  learn   all  the  ropes  and 
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make  an^^  arrangement  for  a  supply  of  salt  for  the  county 
(as  much  as  you  can  get)  which  you  would  do  were  you 
yourself  County  Salt  Comr. ) 

As  I  do  not  know  how  much  salt  each  wagon  will  bring 
beak,  I  can't  send  money  by  check  to  pay  for  it.  See  if 
it  will  not  do  for  each  wagoner  to  pay,  for  the  County,  for 
his  load  of  salt,  bringing  a  bill  for  the  same  receipted,  and 
I  will  refund  the  money  to  him  when  he  gets  here  with 
the  salt.  If  this  will  do,  request  the  wagoners  to  pay.  I 
wish  you  to  feel  authorized  to  act  in  my  behalf  in  every 
contingency  which  may  arise  and  inclose  a  power  of  at- 
torney to  this  effect.  You  know,  I  presume,  when  the  first 
wagons  started,  to-wit,  the  Messrs.  Coletrane  &  White,  and 
you  will  start  in  time  to  get  there  as  soon  as  they  do. 

Try  your  best  to  get  leave  to  send  two  horse  wagons. 
If  they  will  accept  them  with  leave  to  start  three  weeks 
hence,  we  can  probably  send  enough  to  supply  us,  but  it 
would  be  almost  too  late  before  they  could  return  with 
their  load,  and  will  only  do  as  a  last  resort.  If  the  salt 
can  be  bought  and  brought  by  R.  R.  so  as  to  get  here  ear- 
lier, it  will  be  much  preferable. 


To  Josiali  Turner.^ 

Nov.  11th,  1862. 

Yours  of  the  5th  inst.  reached  me  by  yesterday's  mail,  i^^t^nllsfto^accept 
I  seek  no  oflSce  whatever,  but  I  will  not  decline  to  ac-  um-/""  ° 
cept  the  Treasurer's  Office  if  the  General  Assembly  think 
proper  to  confer  it  on  me.     I  will  not  electioneer  for  it.     I 
am  influenced  to  agreeing  to  ser^^e,  if  elected,  by  the  same 


1  Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  of  Orange,  was  a  State  Senator  in  1858  and 
1860.  He  was  a  peace  member  of  the  Confederate  Congress.  After 
the  war  he  was  elected  to  Congress  but  was  not  admitted.  He  be- 
came the  editor  of  the  Sentinel  newspaper  in  1868.  The  same  year 
he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly,  but  was  not  seated  on  ac- 
count of  disabiliti^■s.  He  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  figures 
in  North  Carolina  Reconstruction. 
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considerations  which  induce  you  to  desire  my  election.  I 
feel  that  yon  and  I  and  a  few  others  deserve  well  of  the 
State,  and  feel  that  an  endorsement  of  my  course  would 
not  only  gTatify  me  personally,  but  would  be  a  salutary 
rebuke  to  the  destructives. 

HiLLSBOKO. 


To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons. 

AsHEBORO,  Nov.  12th,  1862. 
Regnrrtiiis  public        Owiuff  to  indispositioii  at  tlie  time  your  answer  w^as  re- 

]>rinting.  o  i  t/ 

ceived,  declining  to  publish  my  article  in  relation  to  the 
pub.  printing,  I  did  not  answer.  One  of  the  objections 
you  state  to  my  plan,  to  wit,  that  the  Asylum  office  cannot 
do  all  the  pub.  printing,  is  unanswerable — and  your  other 
views  are  entitled  to  much  consideration.  Whilst  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  principle  at  which  I 
was  driving,  I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  the  attempt 
now  to  carry  it  out  might  not  work  injury  instead  of  good, 
-  and  I  am  glad  you  decided  not  to  publish  my  article.  If 
you  inferred  that  it  sprung  from  any  repugnance  on  my 
part,  to  giving  the  printing  to  Mr.  Holden,  it  was  a  wrong 
inference.  I  would  rather  give  it  to  him  than  any  other 
editor  in  the  State.  Judge  Shepherd  was  not  informed 
that  I  had  any  intention  to  write  anything  for  the  press 
nil  the  subject. 


From  8.  8.  Jackson. 
AsHEBORO,  K  C,  Nov.  19th,  1862. 
Andrew  IJryns  requested  me  to  write  you  in  reference 
to  his  case :  he  says  you  know  all  about  it:  it  is  my  opinion, 
if  lie  has  been  an  invalid,  that  no  Affidavit  that  he  can 
make  will  exempt  him,  as  the  Instructions  say  that  the 
"Exem])tion  Act"  is  prospective.  If  you  have  the  time, 
you  will  oblige  if  you  will  give  me  any  information  on 
the  Suhjcci. 
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Mr.  Marsh  and  I  have  a  notion  of  taking  a  pork  con- 
tract with  the  State,  and  if  yon  have  the  time  yon  will 
oblige  if  yon  will  make  the  necessary  for  ns.  Mrs.  Worth 
and  I  came  by  the  plantation  in  Chatham  and  found  all 
well  and  everything  in  order.  Staid  all  night  and  came 
home  on  Monday  night  to  the  gTeat  surprise  and  gratifica- 
tion of  all. 

We  have  seen  that  Randolph  has  three  officers  in  the 
Legislature,  Page,  Hill  and  Calton,  and  we  feel  much  co7n- 
plimented.  We  are  all  well  here  and  hope  to  hear  from 
you  soon,  and  all  send  love. 


Fro77i  D.  G.  ^Yorth. 

Mill  Grove,  Nov.  20th,  1862. 
We  are  all  very  anxious  to  see  you  and  the  household  Matters  relating  to 

■^  _  /  .  saltworks. 

have  prevailed  on  me  to  remain  until  Monday  morning  next 
to  see  you  if  you  can  come  down  on  Saturday.  We  do  not 
know  when  the  stage  passes  Asheboro  going  down,  but  my 
impression  is  it  is  sometime  between  midnight  and  day.  We 
will  know  to-day  however  as  this  letter  will  be  sent  there 
to  be  mailed.  You  said  in  one  of  your  letters  you  would 
come  down  almost  any  Saturday  if  we  urged  it.  We  dislike 
to  urge  you,  but  we  wish  to  see  you  so  much  that  we  hope 
you  will  by  no  means  fail  to  come.  We  will  send  to  Averys- 
boro  at  the  proper  time  to  meet  you  which  will  I  su]:»pose 
be  sometime  Saturday  night.  I  was  packed  up  and  ready 
to  start  this  morning  but  it  rains  and  besides  I  had  decided 
to  remain  till  Monday.  I  must  go  then  and  look  after  my 
own  affairs  some.  I  don't  feel  right  in  letting  Greene  bear 
the  burden  alone.  Greene  writes  me  that  he  has  sold  half  of 
our  salt  works  for  $3000.  He  has  the  new  pans  at  work  and 
they  perform  well.  Salt  has  fallen  to  $12.  in  consequence 
of  the  Gov's  proclamation  that  salt  shall  not  be  exported. 
I  think,  though  not  because  I  am  a  salt-maker,  that  this 
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act  of  our  Gov.  is  a  blunder.  If  the  Southern  States  gain 
their  independence  they  will  have  to  help  each  other  in 
every  way  they  can.  This  act  of  the  Gov.  will  shorten 
the  prothu-tion  both  in  causing  those  who  are  already 
engaged  in  the  business  to  relax  their  efforts  and  prevent- 
ing others  from  going  into  it.  At  the  present  rate  of  pro- 
duction, or  rather  the  prospective  rate,  the  demand  in  this 
State  Mall  soon  slacken  so  that  there  will  be  no  induce- 
ment for  others  to  go  into  it.  I  hope  it  will  work  better 
than  I  think  it  will. 

Mike  cut  his  knee  yesterday  very  badly  so  that  he  will 
])robably  not  be  able  to  do  anything  for  a  long  time.  He 
is  so  useful  in  doing  anything  and  everything  that  I  don't 
see  how  we  are  to  get  along  while  he  is  confined.  I  feel 
very  uneasy -about  his  knee,  for  fear  it  will  be  stiffined. 
1  don't  see  that  Koxana  will  be  able  to  do  an}"  better  in 
the  way  of  an  overseer  than  by  retaining  Parker,  though 
I  should  much  prefer  that  she  had  a  better  one.  I  have 
said  but  little  to  him  about  it.  He  is  willing  and  anxious 
to  remain,  I  think,  but  wants  increased  wages.  Koxana 
prefers  that  you  should  make  the  bargain  with  him,  as 
I  do  myself,  for  I  think  you  could  rule  him  down  to  rea- 
sonable terms  than  I  could.  There  will  have  to  be  an 
agreement  too  about  how  much  provisions  he  should  have 
for  the  year,  etc.  which  I  don't  know  how  to  determine. 

We  have  decided  to  let  the  house  he  now  occupies  be  the 
overseer's  house,  as  it  happens  to  be  in  just  the  location, 
above  all  others  about  the  place  for  it.  It  will  have  to 
have  a  piazza  added  to  it  with  a  little  room  in  one  end. 
]\Iike  was  at  work  on  another  house  for  himself  when  he 
cut  his  knee. 
pi.uVtuu.m.'"""'''^"  ^^'^  t^ve  a  good  deal  of  rye  and  oats  sowed  and  expected 
to  get  nearly  done  this  week,  but  for  the  rain.  "We  have 
all  that  field  at  the  swamp  on  the  left  hand  as  you  go 
in  the  bars  sowed  as  far  down  as  the  middle  of  where 
they  sowed  last  year  and  about  20  or  25  acres  here.     We 
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have  six  plows  running  this  week.  I  fear  it  will  rain  the 
balance  of  the  week.  Charles  has  gone  to  Asheboro.  There 
were  (iO  loads  of  corn  on  their  place.  It  is  all  gathered 
at  the  swamps  except  the  new  ground.  The  Bird  place 
is  to  gather  jet.  I  intended  to  commence  gathering  them 
on  Monday  next  but  the  rain  put  us  back  so  with  the 
Rye  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  commence  it  until  Tues- 
day or  Wednesday.  Shall  put  as  many  hands  as  possible 
to  clearing  as  soon  as  the  Kye  is  put  in.  The  oats  have 
come  up  but  Cato  sowed  them  too  thick.  I  was  not  there 
while  he  was  sowing  them,  supposing  he  knew  all  about 
it,  having  seen  the  grain  sown  on  the  plantation  all  his 
life. 

The  hogs  are  all  doing  pretty  well  though  they  don't 
fatten  very  fast  as  they  are  all  so  spongy.  They  grow  more 
than  they  fatten.  They  are  ahead  of  any  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Corn  has  advanced  to  $2.50  and  peas  to  2.00  to  2.25  at 
Fayetteville.     What  will  it  be  next  June ! ! 

If  you  are  not  able  to  come  on  Saturday  next  w^rite  us 
when  you  can  come.  The  mail  comes  to  Burns  Level  from 
F.  on  Wednesdays  and  from  Raleigh  on  Saturdays,  so  if 
you  reply  to  this  immediately  and  direct  it  by  Fayetteville 
it  will  reach  here  Wednesday.  After  Wednesday  direct 
it  simply  to  Burns  Level  and  it  will  reach  here  on  Sat- 
urday. I  don't  know  when  the  mail  via  Burns  Level 
leaves  Raleigh.  It  is  possible  it  may  leave  there  in  time 
for  you  to  reply  so  as  a  letter  may  reach  us  Saturday. 

All  join  in  much  love  to  you  and  hope  to  see  you  soon 
If  it  continues  to  rain  a  day  or  two  the  C.  F.  river  may 
be  up  so  high  as  to  be  dangerous  to  cross  in  a  canoe.  They 
have  no  other  boat  there  now. 
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From  8.  S.  Jaclson. 

AsHEBORo,  X.  C,  Novr.  21st,  1862. 

I  received  vour  letter  yesterday  with  receipt  for  Pickett 
&  Hale — and  you  said  that  they  would  have  to  make  an 
affidavit.  I  have  been  looking  at  the  Exemption  Act,  and 
I  don't  lind  anything  about  an  Affidavit. 

Suppose  a  man  has  been  a  Black  Smith  for  the  last  10 
years  and  is  4-1  years  old  but  has  not  been  making  Smith- 
ing a  business  and  suppose  he  were  to  set  up  a  Shop  now 
— and  work  for  the  public.  Would  it  exempt  liim'i  We 
are  all  well  here. 


for  a  clerkship. 


Nov.  27 til,  1862. 

?nv'."(7  FmlUr'"  We  the  undersigned  take  pleasure  in  recommending  Mr. 
W.  O.  Fowler  for  the  position  of  Clerk  in  one  of-  the 
departments  of  the  State.  We  have  known  him  for  some 
time  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  his  habits  are 
very  good  and  his  character  for  integrity  unimpeachable. 
He  has  been  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  the  city  and  at  Chapel 
Hill  for  several  years,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  he 
would  nuike  a  very  fair  accountant. 

R.  H.  Battle,  Jr., 
E.  F.  WATsoisr 
P.   H.  Winston,   Jr. 
Giles  Mebane 
S.  F.  Phillips 
W.  jST.  Patterson 
Thos.  Berry 
W.   A.  GRAiiA:sr. 


From,  Wyatt  G.  Jordan 
Cane  Creek,  Chatham  Co.,  X.  C,  Nor.  28/62. 

KcKanliiif,'  planln-  i  i  x-    ^  -,    t       .  i    •  i  i  i 

lion  nmtters.  '    Jt'cO   vours  ot  'I'J    lust.  and  iH  r('])ly  we  are  tiirough 

sowing  wheat  and  sowing  oats  at  i)resent  T  am  a])ont  start- 


Correspondence  of  Jonathan  Worth.  201 

ing  Stering  and  Julius  to  Ashboro  to  day  with  a  load  of 
sheep.  I  have  been  trying  to  buy  pork  but  find  no  one 
ready  to  say  what  he  will  sell  at  I  could  have  engaged 
pork  two  weeks  ago  at  $20  and  think  I  can  some  yet.  You 
can  send  salt  as  soon  as  you  can  for  if  I  but  it  wiU  be 
coming  in  soon.  Julius  and  Wesley  need  a  Coat  a  piece, 
you  say  you  can  get  me  out  of  the  army  by  going  to  your 
Daughters  the  boys  here  say  her  overseer  will  steal  and 
they  will  not  stay  if  he  comes  up  her  so  you  can  do  as 
its  suits  you.  I  had  most  as  soon  go  to  camp  as  to  move 
so  far  it  is  so  expenctive  if  you  could  get  some  of  your 
Daughters  negros  I  think  it  would  suit  best  to  all  coserned 
pleas  excuse  my  haste. 


From  Daniel  Hackney  to  Gov.   Tance. 
St.  Lawrence,  Chatham  Co.,  ]S".  C.  Nov.  the  29th,  1862. 

In  the  last  ten  days  aided  a  few  davs  bv  Mr.  Robert  Relating  to  sup- 

«^  I  .,  plies  for  soldiers. 

Dorsett  and  Lieutenant  Lambert  I  have  collected  and  for- 
warded to  Raleigh  for  the  Cos.  E.  &  G.  of  the  26th  Reg. 
20  pairs  of  yarn  gear  pants,  30  yarn  shirts,  8  cotton  do, 
25  yarn  drawers  6  cotton  do  lO  blankets  and  3  quilts  50 
pair  socks  4  coats  1  overcoat  3  pair  shoes  3  hats  11  pair 
gloves  11  neck  comforts  4  vests  also  several  boxes  of  pro- 
visions. We  have  selected  Mr.  Robert  Dorsett  to  carry 
them  and  distribute  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  donors, 
The  above  amount  of  clothing  at  the  present  price  of 
clothing  in  this  section  of  the  Country  is  worth  at  least 
between  seven  and  eight  hundred  dollars.  I  think  that 
not  at  best  so  large  an  amount  has  been  carried  from  this 
Section  of  county  by  our  Sheriff  and  others  visiting  the 
camps  in  the  last  summer.  I  am  now  making  an  effort 
in  behalf  of  the  5tli  Reg.  and  hope  and  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  get  a  considerable  amount.  I  am  sorry  that  we 
could  not  have  had  all  our  contributions  sent  at  one  time 
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but  that  could  not  be  done.  Your  patriotic  Proclamation 
has  reached  the  heart  of  the  ladies  and  they  are  deter- 
mined to  use  the  means  which  they  had  designed  for  the 
comfort  of  their  families  for  the  use  of  our  brave  soldiers 
who  stand  as  a  wall  between  them  and  Yankees  no  better 
than  Brute  Butler  and  they  will  continue  to  divide  and 
fast  as  they  can  make  as  long  as  they  hear  of  a  suffering 
soldier  as  to  shoes  they  cannot  be  had  to  much  extent  for 
the  want  of  leather. 


From  J.  J.  Jaclison. 

PiTTSBORO,  Slst  Nov.  1862. 
conprratuiations  \  ^ecdi  vour  letter  a  few  days  ago  and  as  you  were  under- 

upon  his  election.  "  .  . 

stood  and  expected  to  a  candidate,  I  was  highly  gratified 
at  its  contents.  I  must  confess  however  I  am  not  free 
from  anxiety  for  fear  that  the  malice  of  your  enemies  may 
yet  successfully  j^rejudice  your  election;  added  to  Courts' 
popularity.  Some  men  came  up  last  Saturday  from  Ral- 
eigh who  were  for  Courts.  They  were  not  members.  They 
said  that  Courts  said  that  if  he  could  put  off  the  election 
for  a  week  or  two  he  would  be  elected.  That  Waddell  and 
Harris  from  this  County  and  Headen  would  vote  for 
Courts.  That  Taylor  would  vote  against  him  unless  he 
cleared  up  some  report  touching  remarks  he  had  made 
about  Vance,  etc.,  etc.  If  you  have  time  please  to  write 
me  a  line  as  long  as  your  finger.     All  usually  well. 


From  D.  G.  Worth. 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Dec.  1st  1862. 

^lit  workf  ""^'"^  **'  Yours  of  the  28th  is  to  hand.  We  called  at  headquarters 
this  morning  to  get  a  permit  to  transport  the  salt  w^e  had 
sold  previous  to  the  laying  of  the  embargo,  but  to  our 
siir])rise  they  refused  to  give  us  a  permit,  on  the  grounds 
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that  they  had  had  no  further  instriictious  from  the  Gov. 
since  his  iirst  order  directing  the  Genl  in  command  not  to 
allow  one  bushel  of  salt  to  be  carried  out  of  the  State, 
though  it  was  sold  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, except  that  sold  to  town,  corporations,  counties,  or 
individuals  for  actual  consumption.  They  pay  no  heed 
to  the  printed  proclamation  and  will  not  until  they  get  offi- 
cial orders.  We  have  today  about  125  bush,  to  ship  under 
previous  contract. 

It  is  strange  that  the  Govr.  has  not  given  Genl  Whiting 
orders  iu  accordance  with  his  late  proclamation. 

We  will  sell  the  sack  salt  brought  for  you  a  few  days 
ago.  We  are  on  tip-toe  to  hear  from  the  election  of  Treas- 
urer. Hoped  3'ou  would  have  said  something  about  it  in 
your  letter.  We  infer  from  what  we  have  heard  that  it 
is  a  fix(>d  fact  that  you  will  be  elected. 

The  health  of  Wilmington  is  now  very  good,  there  are  Health  in  wii- 

-r  !>  mington. 

no  traces  of  yellow  fever  left.  J^o  new  cases  for  two  weeks' 
past.  Business  is  moving  rapidly,  though  it  is  all  con- 
fined to  salt.  The  greatest  difficulty  in  the  way  now  is 
the  want  of  transportation.  The  Rail  Roads  can't  near 
do  the  work.  There  are  at  least  3000  bush,  made  daily, 
and  increasing  rapidly.  This  with  the  vast  quantities  of 
corn,  flour  and  other  articles  give  the  Roads  more  than 
they  can  do. 

Genl.  Whiting  seems  to  be  working  wdth  all  his  might 
to  put  this  place  in  a  state  of  security  from  the  enemy. 
He  even  works  his  hands  on  Sunday.  He  now  has  400 
or  500  negroes  at  work  on  the  fortifications.  He  like 
all  former  commanders  here  sweep  clean  while  the  broom 
is  new.  We  hope  his  broom  will  hold  out  longer  than 
his  predecessors. 


er's  certificate. 
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From  H.  C.  Lane. 

AsHEBOEO,  ]^.  C,  Dec.  2nd/6L 

mfuiolfasToteach-  ^^'i^  J^^  plcasG  infomi  iiiG  how  to  procure  a  certificate 
to  teach  a  common  school.  I  called  upon  Mr.  S.  S.  Jack- 
son a  few  days  ago  to  solicit  information  upon  the  subject, 
but  he  could  give  me  none.  He  thought  you  had  not  author- 
ized any  one  to  grant  certificates  in  your  name  during 
your  absence.  I  told  him  I  would  write  to  you  and  ask 
you  in  your  answer  to  authorize  him  to  grant  me  a  certifi- 
cate— that  is  if  you  could  consistently — an  early  reply  will 
oblige. 


public  miller. 


From  Riley  Hill 

Dec.  2nd  1862. 

^m^detii)e/ar  *^  I  ^li^vc  bill  lookiiig  for  a  letter  from  you  on  what  we 
have  bin  talking  about,  But  have  not  reed,  a  word,  now 
Sir  I  want  you  to  have  my  son  Samuel  W.  Hill  Detailed 
as  Miller.  He  was  our  Miller  at  the  time  of  the  Draft 
and  had  bin  for  some  time,  when  he  was  taken  under 
the  draft  we  got  another,  kept  him  but  a  short  time  and 
He  was  taken  as  a  conscript.  So  we  have  bin  dragging 
along  ever  since  with  no  particular  Miller  and  a  great 
deal  of  grinding  to  do.  I  have  3  sons  in  the  army  and  have 
had  ever  since  the  draft.  I  do  not  think  that  my  Miller 
ought  to  be  discharged.  I  see  Men  almost  every  day 
(]ctailc(l,  Slime  for  one  thing  and  some  for  another,  But 
Hunt',  ill  my  judgement  of  as  much  importance  as  a  public 
Miller.  Xow  sir  if  you  will  exert  every  nerve  to  get  him 
discharged,  I  will  pay  you  for  all  the  trouble  you  may 
be  at  and  if  you  should  succeed  I  will  pay  you  an  addi- 
tional fee  and  if  there  can  be  nothing  done  I  want  you  to 
let  me  know  it  as  soon  as  possible,  do  all  you  can  for  me 
and  as  soon  as  von  can. 

[Anotlicr  letter  on  same  sheet]  From  Jason  C.  Harris. 
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Mr.  J.  Worth  Dear  Sir,  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  Kaii- 
dolph  is  not  dead  but  sleepeth.  I  see  that  both  Door  Keep- 
ers were  selected  from  our  county  and  that  your  self  has 
bin  elected  public  treasurer,  if  this  be  so  I  think  we  shall 
have  a  long  funeral  procession  for  some  will  certainly  die 
on  the  account  of  it.  I  hope  it  is  so,  do  have  our  Capts. 
Districts  put  Back  as  they  once  were  and  that  will  give  one 
half  of  the  officers  to  the  army  and  quiet  to  the  people 
do  all  you  can  for  us,  give  my  respects  to  J\Ir.  Robbins^ 
write  to  me  soon. 


From  S.  L.  Norwood,  Secretary  to  Z.  B.   Vance. 

Lexoie,  Deer.  3rd  1862. 

In  response  to  your  most  urging  and  touching  appeal  uted*'for'so?diers 
in  behalf  of  our  suifering  soldiers  the  ladies  of  the  Sol- 
diers Aid  Society  in  CaldAvell,  in  conjunction  Avith  Capt, 
Faucette's  district,  send  by  Col.  Hartley  three  boxes 
directed  to  vour  Excellency  containins;  the  following  arti- 
cles : 

39  blankets 
103  prs  of  socks 

40  shirts 

17  prs  of  j)ants 

2  "     ''  drawers 

3  coats 

2  prs  gloves 

We  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  have  heard  recently, 
that  the  supplies  sent  by  this  society  to  companies  F.  & 
I.  (26th  IsT.  C.  T.)  immediately  after  the  Newbern  disas- 
ter are  still  in  statu  quo  at  Goldsboro.  Should  it  be  thought 
proper  we  desire  that  they  be  used  for  those  companies 
now. 

We  are  sorry  that  our  contribution  is  no  larger  and  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  send  another  box.  Allow  me  to  say 
that  the  ladies  here  feel  the  deepest  interest  in  your  efforts 
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to  clothe  our  soldiers  and  a  sincere  wish  to  aid  in  every 
way  possible  in  the  maintenance  of  our  just  cause. 

Gov.  Z.  B.  Vance 

(By  order  of  the  Society.) 


From  Nathan  Hunt,  Jr. 
Xear  High  Point,  J^th  Deer.  1862. 

^s^tioii  ^*"^ '^  I  hoi^e  you  will  pardon  me  for  intruding  on  your  time 

a  few  minutes  on  account  of  my  own  business. 

The  exigency  of  the  present  times  induces  me  to  en- 
deavor to  get  into  some  business  by  which  I  can  support 
my  small  family. 

I  am  therefore  induced  to  enquire  of  you  if  you  know 
of  any  place  or  situation  that  a  man  of  my  age  and 
habits  of  business  could  procure  that  would  pay  a  salary 
sufficient  to  support  a  small  family  content  to  live  in  a 
frugal  manner — Some  of  my  friends  have  suggested  the 
office  of  mail  agent  or  postmaster  on  the  railroad  if  a 
vacancy  should  occur,  which  office  I  think  I  could  fill  to 
satisfaction  having  been  conversant  with  the  postoffice  bus- 
iness during  thirty-five  years  of  my  life. 

You  know  something  of  my  business  qualifications  and 
if  you  should  know  of  any  clerkship  or  agency  of  any 
kind  that  will  not  require  hard  labor  that  you  think  I 
could  fill  to  advantage  and  you  will  use  some  endeavors 
to  procure  such  for  me  I  shall  ever  appreciate  it  as  a 
disinterested  act  of  kindness  on  your  part  to  your  humble 
servant. 

I  am  past  the  time  of  life  for  manual  labor  or  I  should 
not  solicit  office  or  situation  of  any  kind.  I  think  T  can 
give  satisfactory  references  or  procure  satisfactory  rec- 
ommendations as  to  qualification  for  any  place  that  I 
should  desire. 

Your  election  to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  State 
seems  to  give  great  pleasure  to  all  your  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances here. 
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From  Joseph  Newlin. 

Xew  Market,  X.  C,  12/6/62. 
I  feel  alad  to  see  the  Conservatives  o'ettino-  in  power,  Relating  to  exemp 

'='  .  ...  tion  of  Quakers 

and  hope  to  see  honest  conservatives  fill  every  onice  from  trom  military 

^  ''  service. 

the  Governor  down  to  the  Section  Master  on  the  Rail  Road, 
believing  it  to  be  a  prelude  to  peace,  by  pnttii;g  good,  hon- 
est intelligent  men  in  power,  and  I  may  add  Christian  men, 
which  embraces  almost  my  only  hope  of  peace. 

I  was  gratified  at  the  nomination  of  thy  name  for  Treas- 
urer and  hope  ere  this  thee  is  elected  to  that  important 
oflice. 

There  is  one  subject  to  which  I  wish  to  call  thy  atten- 
tion. jSTot  knowing  whether  it  would  be  advisable  at  the 
present  time  to  agitate  it,  which  is  the  subject,  of  Friends 
j)aying  the  $500 — the  price  of  exemption  under  the  Con- 
script Act,  whether  it  releases  them  from  the  ordinance 
requiring  the  payment  of  the  $100.  I  have  my  own  views 
in  relation  to  it,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  correct, 
therefore  I  wish  thy  opinion  in  the  matter,  if  it  is  the  case 
that  we  should  be  liable  to  pay  both  taxes,  I  do  think  that 
those  who  pay  the  $500.00  and  those  who  are  detailed  to 
Salt  Works,  etc.  ought  to  be  exonerated  from  -the  requisi- 
tion of  the  ordinance,  and  in  case  they  would  be  liable 
under  the  ordinance,  w^ould  it  be  imprudent  to  ask  the 
legislature  to  release  us  from  such  obligation. — Would  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  any 
other  subject  as  thee  may  feel  inclined. 


From  Maria  Francks. 

At  Home,  12  mo  7  1862. 

I  feel  so  anxious  to  hear  what  C.  P.  Mendenhall  said  or  Regarding  a  debt, 
done,  in  regard  to  the  Judge's  decree,  that  I  hope  thou 
will  excuse  me  for  asking  thee  to  write  me  a  few  lines, 
as  I  have  not  heard  from  thee  since  the  19th  of  10 — mo. 
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I  am  2)retty  certain,  they  didift  pay  thee  the  $2000. 
nor  compromise  or  thou  would  have  written.  We  have 
offered  several  times  and  they  always  refuse  to  compro- 
mise for  $6000.  after  taking  all  the  interest  on  what  I 
ought  to  have  for  four  years,  or  nearly  that  now.  Perhaps 
we  had  better  never  offer  for  $0000.  again,  but  just  get 
what  we  can,  and  all  the  law  will  give  us.  I  don't  know 
how  soon  we  may  be  in  Yaiikee-dom  and  I  wished  to  write 
thee  once  more  and  ask  thee  to  attend  to  the  case  as 
thee  has  done,  even  if  there  is  no  communication.  Thee 
has  come  very  near  getting  my  right,  and  perhaps  may 
succeed  yet,  after  the  courts  are  restored.  If  thee  ever 
does  get  my  right  I  intend  to  pay  thee  amply,  and  if  thee 
has  rather  have  some  other  Lawyer  to  assist  thee,  do  as 
the  thinks  propper.  Person  and  Dortch  are  no  doubt  good 
lawyers,  and  tine  men,  but  some  others  may  be  more 
convenient  and  suit  better  in  this  case.  I  hope  thee  will 
do  what  thee  thinks  right. 

We  have  made  thy  proposition  known  to  several  who 
have  slaves  and  told  them  it  was  a  good  chance  for  any 
who  wished  to  send  them  up  country,  and  gave  them  thy 
address. 
aiRi  war*?^^^^^**'™  ^^'^  ^^'^  uucasy  about  what  is  to  become  of  us,  and  what 
we  have.  My  husband  thinks  it  would  ruin  him  to  break 
up  now  and  move,  and  perhaps  may  be  ruined  to  stay. 

It  seems  to  me  secession  has  ruined  our  country.  I 
feel  so  sorry  for  all  the  poor  down-trodden  soldiers,  and 
so  much  sympathy  for  Friends,  please  let  me  know  how 
they  fare.  I  couldn't  go  to  Y.  M.  for  I  want  to  be  at 
home  if  the  Yaidvces  ever  come  here,  they  have  been  to 
Jacksonville  fifteen  miles  below  here,  took  $2000.  worth 
of  negroes  and  other  things  but  told  them  they  needn't 
go  if  they  didn't  want  to.  it  is  said,  they  seemed  scared,, 
only  staid  a  short  time,  poor  creatures,  it  was  a  bad 
triji,  on  their  return,  were  fired  on  by  our  men,  and  got 
their  boat   so   fast   in  the   sand   thev   couldn't   avt   it   off. 
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They  shelled  the  shore  so  our  soldiers  left.  That  iiiiiht 
they  took  what  they  could,  set  fire  to  their  boat  and  left ; 
it  is  said,  they  took  $300.  worth  of  clothes  for  the  soldiers 
deposited  at  Jacksonville.  I  don't  suppose  they  will  come 
again  unless  they  take  Wilmington,  which  we  hear  is 
soon  to  be  attacked.  I  wish  this  terrible  war  was  over.  How 
good  and  pure  the  principles  of  Friends  are ;  what  a  pity 
that  those  professing  such  should  have  to  go  to  war,  but 
the  Hills  took  my  portion  from  me  by  fraud,  and  that  after 
I  was  in  possession  of  it  as  much  as  they  were.  IsTathan 
assured  me  there  never  would  be  any  compromise,  that  it 
should  be  fought  out.  I  hope  he  may  get  whipped  yet. 
but  if  he  whips  me  and  takes  what  I  had,  I  hope  I  may 
be  blessed  as  the  man  ''who  was  traveling  from  Jericho 
to  Jerusalem."     Accept  my  husband's  high  regards. 

[P.  S.] — 1  felt  much  sympathy  for  thy  dear  aged 
mother,  and  all  the  family,  when  I  saw  the  death  of  thy 
lamented  Brother  Clarkson,  What  an  humbling  time. 
every  way,  for  all  of  us. 

From  J.  A.  Worth.' 

FAYETTE^■ILLE  DeCT.  StJl   1862. 

Your  letter  reached  me  yesterday.  I  had  sent  forward 
the  salt  some  days  ago.  I  suppose  it  is  used  by  this  time 
on  your  pork.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Lizzie  is  convales- 
cent and  I  think  will  get  well.  Albert's  general  health 
is  better  but  his  leg  does  not  improve.  There  is  much 
bone  that  has  to  make  its  way  out.  The  Doctors  fear 
that  to  cut  would  too  much  weaken  the  circulation. 

You  know  I  am  tolerably  good  grit  but  for  some  months 
I  have  been  put  to  more  than  my  trumps,  and  Fatima  has 
stood  more  hard  work  and  trouble  than  a  mule  could. 
I  am  glad  and  more  than  glad  to  see  Secession  Loco  foco- 
ism  and  Dihhleism-  getting  used.  I  do  not  know  how  to 
express  myself  on  the  matter.     I  have  not  time  to  write 


^  Joseph  Addison  Worth,  a  brother  of  Jonathan  Worth. 
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to-day — will  he  going-  to  Riclnuond  sooii  and  will  come  by. 
Albert  t^luill  wi-ite  von. 


Fi'om  Geo.  ir.  Mordecai^ 

Ealeigh,  IsT.  c.,  Dec.  9tli,  1862. 
We  ha\'e  no  present  intention  of  discontinniiig  onr 
agency  at  Goldsboro;  but  if  Mr.  Wiley  is  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment  of  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Treasury 
Department  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  give  him 
up.  I  think  Mr.  Wiley  fully  competent  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  and  can  recommend  him  as  a  gentle- 
man of  high  character  and  rigorous  honest  integrity. 


From  B.  G.  ^Yortll. 

Wilmington,  :N'.  C,  Dec.  9/62. 

Enclosed  find  bill  for  2  Sacks  L.  P.  Salt  of  which  you 
have  been  advised.  The  entry  was  the  last  one  made  by 
our  brother.  I  sent  the  bonds  signed  by  Bro.  Milton  and 
myself  to  Bro.  Addison,  by  private  hand  and  requested 
him  to  get  the  other  signatures  and  forward  it  to  you  at 
onc<'.  Some  stir  and  excitement  here  to-day  a/c  of  the 
sailing  of  the  fleet  from  New  Bern — I  am  too  busy — 

Yours  in  reference  to  Book  Keeper  is  at  hand,  will 
re])()rt  to-morrow.     All  confusion  to-day. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Worth 

Bot.  of  T.  V.  kV,.Q.  Worth 
1802 
Oct.  24     2  Sacks  L.  Salt  $85.  $170.00 

Drayage  .75 

Turning  into  Barrels  2.00  172.75 


*  President  of  the  State  Bank. 
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From  W.  G.  Jordan. 
Cane  Ckeek  Chatham  Co.,  N".  C.  Dec.  10/62. 

I  received  no  letter  from  you  last  week  I  will  drop  yoiii  chattam^countj-. 
a  few  lines,  etc.  I  sent  the  wagon  to  Asheboro  some  two 
weeks  ago  and  it  has  not  come  back  yet  they  were  not  to 
stay  but  3  or  4  days  I  am  the  worst  outdone  I  ever  was 
in  my  life  Hogs  up  to  their  belly  in  mud  and  no  wagon  to 
draw  leaves  and  we  are  out  of  wood  two  weeks  ago  it  has 
been  cold  and  wett  and  we  cannot  plow  So  we  kneed  the 
wagon  to  be  drawing  etc  and  axes  which  they  were  to  bring 
from  home  if  you  will  rite  home  and  tell  them  to  send 
the  wagon  back  I  wold  be  glad  for  we  cannot  get  along 
well  without  the  wagon  and  axes  in  bad  weather  and  we 
kneed  the  boy  here  to  work  for  we  have  more  to  do  by 
half  then  we  all  can  do  and  then  for  them  to  stay  so  long- 
it  makes  me  mad  when  I  am  so  anxious  to  get  the  work 
along  it  is  enough  to  make  the  best  of  men  swear.  I  can- 
not engage  any  pork  without  paying  Gold,  $8.  per  houn- 
dred  in  Gold  is  all  the  way  I  can  get  it.  I  engaged  5 
or  6  hounds  at  $20.  before  I  rote  you  for  myself  but  can- 
not get  any  more  Confederate  money  will  not  pass  at  all 
here.  Men  are  offering  $35.  and  $40.  in  Confederate 
money  for  pork  but  cannot  get  it  nor  cold  not  for  $50. 
Conf.  money  pleas  send  salt  soon  as  we  ought  to  kill  the 
Hogs  soon  send  it  to  Graham  We  will  take  a  load  of  flour 
and  get  it  but  I  do  not  know  whether  to  take  Con.  money 
I  cannot  get  it  off. 

[P.  S.] — Since  Avriting  the  above  the  wagon  has  come. 
They  was  detained  sowing  wheat  etc. 


From  J.  D.  ^YortJl. 

Fayette viLLE  Dec.  10,  1862. 
lour  favor  of  the  Sth  inst.  came  to  hand  this  morning.  Suggestion  as  to 

.  .  .a  clerk. 

i  know  of  no  one  here  suited  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
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Philip  A.  Wilcj  will  do  I  think,  he  is  a  good  Book- 
keeper, very  accurate,  writes  a  very  good  hand  and  with 
reasonable  disjjatch,  of  unusual  habits  of  industry,  quick 
of  apj^rehension,  and  I  think  of  unassailable  integrity.  I 
suppose  that  he  is  a  "Conservative."  Your  view  of  W. 
A.  H.  is  my  o\\ti.  He  would  not  do.  This  of  course  is 
confidential.  I  hope  you  will  succeed  in  organizing  your 
office  force  satisfactory  and  find  your  duties  pleasant. 

[P.  S.] — I  saw  Mr.  Wiley  in  town  yesterday  and  think 
that  he  is  vet  here. 


From  B.  G.  Worili. 
Wilmington,  N".  C.  Dec.  11th  '62. 

a  cferk"""^  "'^ '°  ^  have  carcfully  canvassed  our  place  in  my  mind  and 
cannot  think  of  any  one  that  I  think  will  suit  you  as 
a  clerk.  All  are  engaged  or  in  the  field  or  incompetent. 
iJhatterton  has  lost  cast  as  to  character,  drinks,  etc.  I 
hope  the  present  clerk  will  act  the  man  and  prove  him- 
self right  in  the  main.  You  enter  on  the  duties  at  short 
notice.  Our  Journal  takes  occasion  to  pay  you  a  compli- 
ment though  not  intended  as  such.  I  should  never  thought 
of  stvling  you  Dictator. 


From  J  no.  Presncll  cf-  Wm.  W.  Nelson.. 

Gather  around  your  country's  flag, 

Men  of  the  South,  the  hour  has  come- 
None  may  falter,  none  may  lag — 

March  to  the  sound  of  the  fife  and  drum. 

Chesterfield  Co.  Va.  Dec.  11th  1862. 

'.s'tll'tmn'of'"*"'^^  ^^'^  address  yo  a  few  lines  asking  yo  for  some  advice 
in  our  case  as  we  are  twelve  months  vollin  tears  in  the 
surves  of  our  State  and  are  over  thirty-five  years  of  age 
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and  our  twelve  months  is  out  and  we  are  not  willing  to  en- 
list in  the  survis  of  the  Confederate  States.  We  therefore 
want  to  now  if  the  are  bound  to  give  us  a  dis  Charge  as  we 
have  made  application  for  a  dis  Charge  and  have  not  got  it 
and  we  are  willing  to  surve  our  Country  in  a  government 
worke  for  the  war  if  we  can  get  in  some  government  shop 
either  in  the  Confederate  States  or  in  the  State  of  ISTorth 
Carolian  if  we  are  not  in  titled  to  a  dis  Charge  from  the 
army.  We  wish  you  to  have  us  detailed  to  some  govern- 
ment worke  in  the  State  if  you  posable  can  doo  sow  for  the 
war  and  for  yore  trouble  of  getting  us  in  some  government 
worke  we  will  pay  etch  of  us  fifty  dollars  to  you  if  it  wil] 
be  satisfaction.  We  hade  some  rather  get  in  the  Com- 
pany shop  on  the  Xorth  Carolina  railrode  if  we  cold  or 
in  the  gun  shops  at  Faytsvill  as  we  have  experance  to 
some  extente  and  practis  in  all  the  wood  busness  carred  on 
in  the  State  and  if  is  required  we  can  furnish  as  good 
a  recommendation  to  our  workemanship  as  is  wanted  either 
for  stocking  guns  or  building  coaches  for  the  rail  rode 
or  almost  anything  elce  that  is  to  bee  maid  of  wood  we 
wish  you  to  let  us  now  as  soon  as  posable  if  thear  is  any 
chance  of  geting  s  dis  Charge  or  not  and  if  you  can  get  us 
detailed  some  government  woke  send  us  the  detal  as  soon 
as  posable  direct  yore  letter  to  Proctor's  Creek,  Chester- 
field County,  va  2nd  Korth  Carolina  Carolian  battalion. 


From  W.  H.  Lineherry. 
Eandolph  County  N.  C.  Dec.  11th  1862. 
I  have  concluded  to  drop  vou  a  few  lines  altho  I  don't  Request  for  infor- 

>-    "  matioQ  as  to  con- 

know  that  it  hardly  worth  while  to  waist  ink  and  paper  scnption. 
on  the  subject  which  I  am  going  to  write  about. 

You  know  the  conscript  Exemption  law  exempts  nearly 
all  kinds  of  mecanicks  except  Hatters.  I  have  been  at 
that  business  for  nearly  20  years  and  it  does  seem  to  me 
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tluit  the  Hatter  is  as  much  needed  at  home  as  any  other 
inecanick.  My  i'rieuds  all  say  that  my  services  would 
be  worth  more  to  the  Confederacy  at  my  work  than  in 
the  army. 

Yon  know  that  when  our  volentears  left  hear  they  all 
wore  caps  now  as  soon  as  one  comes  home  'and  can  get 
hear  he  wants  a  Hat  they  cuss  the  caps  I  Herd  one  say  that 
he  had  rather  go  Barefooted  than  Bare  Headed,  you  know 
that  Hatters  is  very  scarce  in  the  South  our  shop  was  the 
only  one  that  made  Fur  Hats  before  the  war  in  this 
Part  of  the  State  I  think  there  was  one  in  the  western 
Part  of  the  State  and  one  in  the  East  that  made  fur 
Hats. 

N^ow  my  object  in  dropping  you  this  letter  is  to  know 
if  you  and  Mr.  Robbins  cant  do  something  in  the  Leg- 
islator for  the  Hatters  of  N.  C.  I  think  if  you  could  it 
would  be  approved  of  By  the  people  of  Randolph. 

I  know  I  am  no  better  than  any  Body  Els  or  that  Hat- 
ters Has  as  good  a  rite  to  fight  as  any  Body  Els.  But  still 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  they  had  as  much  rite  to  Be  Ex- 
emp  as  the  most  of  the  rest  that  is  Exempted  it  is  allmost 
a  nuff  to  make  a  man  go  crazy  to  Be  about  a  Hat  shop, 
now  uidess  He  Had  a  House  full  of  Hats. 

I  have  made  a  Doz  good  wool  Hats  for  your  Boys  and 
now  1  want  you  to  Do  something  for  me  if  you  can  and 
I  think  if  the  thing  w^as  Brot  up  Before  the  Legislator 
that  some  thing  might  be  done  for  the  Hat  Makers. 

My  Father  says  He  Has  been  at  the  Business  for  40 
years  and  that  their  never  has  Been  anything  done  to 
incourage  the  manufacturing  of  Hats  and  now  we  are 
in  Ihe  Southern  (\)ufederacy  he  Does  think  the  Hater 
ongli  to  1)0  iiiconraged.  The  South  abounds  with  the 
I>est  of  fur  if  we  had  Hands  to  work  it  But  we  all  have 
to  be  forced  in  the  army  the  army  will  Have  to  go  Bare 
llciidcd  and  the  l>oy  cKr  old  men  at  Home 

if    I    have   to   go    in    the    army   our   Sho])   will   ha^'e   to 
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be  closed  as  father  is  so  Deaf  that  he  can't  hunt  trimings 
as  we  have  to  go  alhnost  all  over  the  Confederacy  to  get 
trimings 

I  suppose  vou  dont  know  nie  but  ^Ir.  Robbins  Does 
and  if  you  want  any  information  concerning  me  Mr.  Rob- 
bins  can  give  it. 

I  Believe  the  Exemption  law  give  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  war  the  power  to  Exemp  any  persons  that  they 
think  Has  a  right  to  be  Exemp  that  is  not  named  in  the 
list  of  Exemptions  and  I  have  thought  that  if  the  Legisla- 
tor of  X.  C.  was  to  pass  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the  Hat 
ters  and  Call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  it  it  might 
do  something  for  the  Hatters  of  this  State. 

[P.  S.] — we  had  your  Hat  done  By  Saturdy  after 
you  left  But  never  Herd  a  word  from  you  till  your  Boy 
come  after  it  a  few  davs  ago 


From  J.  M.  ^Yortk. 
Wilmington,  X.  C.  Deer.    16th  '62. 
I  have  to-day  made  a  short  but  substantially  true  report  Regarding  opera- 

•-  ^1  tions  of  salt  works. 

of  my  salt  operations  to  the  Governor  and  requested  him 
to  hand  it  to  the  Committee.  My  rej^orts  are  not  as  they 
should  be  but  need  have  no  fear  of  a  close  investigation  of 
the  matter.  It  will  all  come  out  right.  I  have  furnished 
75  counties  with  21,000  bushels  at  an  average  of  $3.50.  If 
it  had  been  sold  at  $10.  it  would  give  $150,000.  profit  to 
the  State.  The  martial  law  here  is  embarrassing  me  more 
than  anything  else.      Please  mention  to  Mr.  Smith. 


IKisition. 
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From  Allen  Sheen. 

Eden,  is.  C.  December  the  20/62. 

Hoijucst  for  a  I  am  pleased  to  find  you  are  elected  State  Treasurer  and 

in  particular  as  you  are  from  Kandolph.  If  you  should 
need  a  Clerk  about  that  Office  or  could  find  room  for  me  I 
would  take  it  as  a  favor  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  if  you 
would  take  one  of  my  sons  and  try  him  awhile  and  see  how 
you  would  like  him.  I  have  two  here  yet  one  at  home  and 
one  that  has  left  me  either  of  which  I  think  you  would  like. 

I  have  one  son  suffering  in  the  army  if  alive  and  if  you 
can  see  any  way  that  either  of  these  can  honorably  escape  I 
would  take  it  as  a  favor  if  you  would  infoimi  me  of  the 
fact. 

We  have  hard  time  here  in  many  respect. 


From  S.   G.   Worth. 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Deer.  25th  1862. 

auhe^fitVorks*'^'''  Enclosed  I  send  to  you  for  collection  a  draft  on  Dr. 
Isaac  AV.  Hughes  for  $330,00  If  you  can  get  a  check  on 
Wilmington  I  would  prefer  that  to  a  check  on  any  other 
place  as  I  can  use  it  more  easily.  I  wish  you  if  you  please, 
to  call  upon  Govr.  Vance  and  ask  him  if  he  will  give  me 
a  Captaincy  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Dept  at  Raleigh  and 
if  so  when  he  will  make  the  appointment.  He  promised 
Colton  to  give  me  the  place  when  the  State  troops  were 
organized. 

Pa  started  home  this  morning.  *He  has  not  been  home 
since  the  fever  abated  until  now.  Genl.  Whiting  sent  for 
Pa  a  few  days  ago — and  when  I  got  to  the  Genl's.  office  the 
following  dialogue  took  place- — ^to-wit. 

Gonl.  W.  T  understand  you  have  too  many  men  at  your 
works,  and  hnvo  also  learned  that  you  are  on  that  account 
making  the  salt  cost  the  State  more  than  any  salt  that  is 
ninde  horoabonts. 
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Pa.  If  any  one  has  told  you  that  I  have  too  many  hands 
and  that  my  salt  costs  more  than  that  made  by  private  par- 
ties they  told  yon  a  d —  lie. 

They  eyed  each  other  for  a  few  moments  in  silence,  when 
the  Genl.  without  another  word  told  his  Adj.  Genl.  to  coun- 
termand an  order  he  had  made  taking  aAvay  150  of 
Pa's  men  and  to  appoint  a  Board  to  examine  and  report. 
They  will  report  to-day  that  he  has  none  too  many.  Salt  is 
selling  at  14  to  15  per  bu.  now.  Two  vessels  ready  to  un- 
load now  with  good  stony  Salt  and  Iron.  Small-Pox  is  in 
towQ  but  to  what  extent  is  not  known, 

I  dislike  to  ask  you  to  do  so  many  things  for  me  knowing 
that  your  time  is  fully  occupied  but  I  will  try  not  to  trouble 
you  again  and  shall  remember  very  gratefully  whatever  you 
may  do  for  me. 


From  I.  H.  Foust. 

Reed  Creek  SOtli  Deer.  1862. 

When  you  stayed  with  me  you  will  remember  I  was  com- 
plaining. It  turned  out  to  be  an  attack  of  jaundice  which 
has  pretty  much  confined  me  within  doors  since  and  now 
am  recovering  very  slowly.  I  see  by  the  papers  you  are 
chalking  out  a  good  deal  of  business  and  am  also  pleased  to 
hear  that  you  will  be  elected  Treasurer  of  State,  a  fact  I 
foresaw  long  ago  and  regret  I  have  not  been  able  to  visit 
the  City  of  Oaks  to  aid  as  far  as  I  could  to  accomplish  it. 

What  is  the  news  ?  Write  me  and  post  me,  or  are  you 
left  as  the  rest  of  us  in  Randolph  with  hopes  and  fears 
looking  quietly  but  anxiously  for  some  development  per- 
haps unexpected  to  relieve  our  suspense. 

I  take  it  for  granted  you  will  raise  troops  for  State  de- 
fence according  to  the  Gov.'s  recommendation.  Will  you 
leave  any  at  home  or  will  that  bill  make  a  clean  sweep  of 
all  of  us  ?  If  so  I  feel  that  my  concern  for  the  fate  of  our 
once  happy  and  prosperous  country  will  not  trouble  me 
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long'.  1  am  sure  I  can't  staiul  the  exposure  of  camp  life. 
Thousands  of  our  bravest  and  best  [that]  could  with  care 
have  lived  to  be  useful  have  fallen  and  many  more  will, 
but  this  is  the  result  of  war.     It  is  barbarous  in  any  view. 

Write  me  when  you  have  leisure.  I  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  you  occasionally.  Give  my  respects  to  Mr.  Rob- 
bins. 

In  a  trade  with  John  Fogieman  a  few  days  ago  I  got 
a  barrel  of  good  corn  whiskey.  I  have  it  at  home  and  as 
I  cannot  drink  it  myself  I  desire  to  send  you  and  Rob- 
bins  a  small  quantity  if  I  meet  with  opportunity  you  shall 
have  it.  If  I  can't  get  it  to  you  sooner  I  will  carry  it  as 
soon  as  I  am  able  to  e'o  to  Raleie'h. 


From  Dr.  Jos.  D.  Ilinton. 

Raleigh,  1ST.  o.  jany  1st  1863. 
requ°eTforaplsi-        Happening  to  call  at  the  office  of  W.  W.  Holden  last 


tion. 


Friday  he  handed  to  me  the  enclosed  paper  with  his  name 
subscribed  to  it  and  said  Dr.  if  you  will  present  that  paper 
to  Judg^  Badger,  Mr.  Fowle  and  Wm.  H.  Jones,  Esq.  and 
the  Mayor  of  the  City,  I  am  sure  they  all  w^ill  sign  it,  and  it 
may  be  useful  to  you  these  hard  times.  It  was  very  kind 
of  him  and  gracefully  done,  and  I  feel  thankful  to  him  for 
it.  All  the  gentlemen  named,  promptly  and  cheerfully 
placed  their  names  to  it,  and  as  Judge  Donnell  had  been 
an  old  friend  of  mine  and  had  practised  law  at  the  Bean- 
fort  bar  nnich  of  the  time  that  I  was  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  that  place — my  native  (^unty — (the  20  years 
that  T  was  its  Clerk)  I  called  on  him  with  it  and  he 
proui])tly  added  his  name  to  it  and  expressed  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  so  doing — and  said,  his  son,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Comuions,  M'ould  add  his,  if  needed — that  he  was 
then  coutiiicd  by  an  attack  of  Gout,  and  his  physician 
called  t(»  sec  him  while  T  was  then — so  I  did  not  see  him; 
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but  if  needed  I  will  get  liis  name  to  it  although  Judge 
Donnell  has  resided  here  but  a  short  time,  he  has  inti- 
mately known  me  for  more  than  40  years  and  being  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  State  his  approbation  of  me 
for  the  appointment,  is  important.  Judge  Badger  has  per- 
sonally known  me  for  about  50  years  and  practised  law  in 
Beaufort  Superior  Court  while  I  was  its  Clerk.  The  other 
gentlemen  have  only  kno\^^i  me  here  the  last  25  years ;  but 
they  know  me  intimately  and  well.  I  could  have  added 
fifty,  perhaps  a  hundred  more  to  it  but  W.  Holden  said  I 
had  enough. 

And  now,  my  dear  sir,  allow  me  to  tell  you  Avho  I  am  as 
our  acquaintance  is  so  slight. 

I  am  descended  from  a  Revolutionary  family  that  did 
and  dared  and  suffered  much  for  American  Independence. 
My  Grandfather  and  father — the  latter  at  17  years  of  age 
— were  volunteer  soldiers  in  that  war ;  and  fought  in  some 
of  its  bloodiest  fields ;  and  for  so  doing  were  robbed  by  the 
British  and  Tories  of  all  they  could  move — negroes — -stock 
— everything — and  finally  burnt  out  of  hose  and  home 
and  impoverished.  ]\Iy  father  married  young,  to  a  near 
relation  of  Ira  Gray  Blount  and  of  Gen.  Thomas  Blount 
(the  member  of  Congress)  and  of  Wm.  Blount  Gov.  of 
Tennessee ;  and  died  when  I  was  but  three  years  of  age. 
and  unportioned.  I  was  indebted  to  a  kind  step-father  for 
my  raising  and  education  and  start  in  life.  I  was  edu- 
cated for  physic,  but  Judge  Henderson  appointed  me  Clerk 
of  Beaufort  Superior  Court  before  I  was  21  years 
of  age,  and  I  became  a  merchant,  and  for  many  years  con- 
tinued in  trade — and  thewi  afterwards  had  a  drug  store  and 
practised  medicine  in  that  county — and  after  I  came  here 
to  reside.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812  I  vol- 
unteered in  the  army  and  soon  had  a  Major's  commission 
given  me.  The  day  I  resigned  my  Clerkship  of  the  Court 
I  was  announced  in  the  newspaper  of  my  town  as  a  Can- 
didate for  the  Senate  of  X.  C. ;  without  mv  knowledge  or 
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consent.  I  was  elected  and  for  several  years  continued  at 
that  i)ost,  until  my  private  affairs  needed  my  attention  at 
home  and  I  resigned  it.  While  a  Senator  here  I  married 
a  sister  of  Gov.  David  Stone's  widow.  These  ladies  were 
from  Washington  City,  and  nieces  of  Gov.  William  Gray- 
son of  Maryland,  and  grand-daughters  of  the  distinguished 
General  Grayson  of  Va.  of  the  Kevolution.  I  lost  her,  the 
wife  of  my  old  age,  six  years  ago.  I  had  but  one  son,  and 
he  volunteered  in  the  wretched  and  ruinous  war  in  which 
we  are  now  engaged;  and  the  printed  slip  here  enclosed 
tells  the  story — sad  story  of  his  fate.  I  am  now  an  old 
man  in  my  75th  year — •,  childless  and  alone,  and  the  hard 
earning  of  the  first  45  years  of  my  life  some  $20,000.  swept 
away  to  pay  the  debts  of  other  parties  for  whom  I  Avas 
security :  and  have  besides  that,  lost  $45,000.  that  the 
United  States  justly  owe  me  for  the  loss,  by  capture,  by  a 
French  privateei*  of  a  Vessel  and  Cargo  during  the  war  be- 
tween the  first  Bonaparte  and  England.  France  paid  the 
United  States  Government  for  it  but  the  first  dollar  of  it 
has  never  been  paid  to  me.  W.  Holden,  knowing  these 
facts  therefore  said  to  me — the  Recommendation  he  handed 
to  me,  might  be  useful  to  me  these  hard  times.  And  so  it 
would,  if  I  could  only  earn  a  dollar  or  two  a  day ;  I  would 
strive  to  merit  all  I  get — and  believe  I  could  give  entire 
satisfaction  or  would  endeavor  to  do  it. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  add : — I  have  been  a  professor  of 
religion  since  my  ITth  year  and  for  more  than  40  years, 
an  ordained  preacher ;  and  gathered  and  was  pastor  of  the 
Raleigh  Christian  Church  some  20  years,  and  until  infirm- 
ity, and  age,-  coanpelled  me  to  retire  from  pulpit  labors  some 
six  years  ago. 

I  make  this  statement  to  you  a  stronger  one  to  let  you 
know  that  I  have  had  the  fortune  to  be  regarded  as  a  gen- 
tleman and  an  honorable  man,  by  people  in  elevated  society. 
But  I  have  never  asked  office  of  my  native  State — altho' 
in  1831,  President  Jackson  w^as  ]deased,  Avithout  solicita- 
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tion  from  me,  to  offer  me  my  choice  of  the  offices  of  ^lav- 
shal  of  jS[.  C  or  City  Post  Master  here.  I  however  declined 
both. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  prosper- 
ity and  honor,  I  am, 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeic^h  Jan.  5/63. 
I  have  never  been  so  beset  with  difficulties.     I  have  had  Matters  relating  to 

business. 

my  friends  at  Asheboro  trying  to  get  my  hay  baled  and 
forwarded  for  weeks.  They  have  failed.  I  have  not  a 
bundle  of  fodder  or  lb.  of  hay  on  hand  and  it  is  doubtful 
when  I  can  get  any  even  at  $30.  per  cwt.  I  have  no  corn 
and  less  than  2  bu.  of  meal  and  none  on  market  and  so 
occupied  that  I  cannot  leave  here  without  neglect  of  my 
duties.  I  am  just  from  Whitesville  where  I  went  to  visit 
Israel's  swamp  tract  of  land — and  found  David  about  dis- 
tracted with  his  difficulties.  He  needs  two  servants — a  man 
and  a  woman.  Xeither  could  be  hired  at  less  than  $500.  a 
year.  I  have  one  of  his  men  Wesley — at  my  farm  who 
has  lately  taken  to  wife  a  woman  belonging  to  Peter  Foust 
who  lives  near  there.  The  woman  has  fits  occasionally,  but 
I  hear  they  do  not  occur  often  and  disable  her  but  for  a 
short  time  when  they  occur.  David  wants  to  hire  this 
girl  for  a  year  and  to  have  her  and  Wesley  sent  to  him 
by  the  coalfield  road — care  of  J.  A.  Worth,  Fayetteville. 
He  will  pay  dowm  for  her  in  Con.  money  one,  two,  or 
three  hundred  dollars — Foust  offers  to  hire  her  to  me  at 
$60.  N^.  C.  bank  notes  he  paying  Doctor's  bill — or  $50.  I 
paying  them.  David  will  take  her  on  the  best  terms  she 
can  be  had  at.  Mr.  Russell  can  have  them  sent  with  their 
plunder  to  Egypt.     They  will  need  a  pass. 

Tf  it  is  possible  without  extreme  inconvenience,  I  want 
you  to  go  up  and  try  to  hire  the  girl  and  send  them  off. 
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Isaac  has  contracted  for  the  tract  of  land  at  $20,000.  in- 
cluding a  turjD.  still  and  other  chattel  jn-operty  worth  some 
$1000.  The  still  is  probablv  worth  $2000.  He  has  till 
the  lath  of  this  month  to  sell  or  to  declare  the  trade  void. — 
I  oll'ered  him  $24,000.  including  still.  This  would  give 
him  $5000.  profit.  I  made  this  offer  by  letter  from  Wil- 
mington after  I  left  him.  I  think  it  uncertain  whether 
he  accept  or  not.  If  he  accepts  I  take  half  and  David  and 
Green  the  other  half.  He  has  good  house  and  is  other- 
Avise  comfortably  tixed  at  Whitesville,  with  his  wife  and 
negroes.  He  hires  out  his  negroes — has  a  very  exten- 
sive practise.  *  *  *  He  sent  his  affectionate  regards 
to  all  of  you — directed  me  to  say  to  Bettie  that  he  was 
having  some  otter  skins  fixed  for  a  present  to  her.  He 
thinks  of  being  up  on  a  visit  before  long,  when  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  give  you  a  vivid  picture  of  myself  on  an  old 
negro's  back,  making  a  survey  of  his  swamp.  The  sight 
kej^t  his  risibles  in  action  till  I  left  him. 

All  well  and  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  ISTearly  every 
man  I  saw  on  my  trip  is  openly  for  re-construction  on  the 
basis  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.,  if  these  terms  can 
be  obtained. 


From  B.  G.  Worth. 
Fayetteville,  X.  C.  Jan.  10/63. 

Send  me  your  proxy  to  represent  you  in  the  meeting 
of  the  C.  F.  St.  B.  Co.  to  be  held  here  on  the  15th  inst. 
I  will  try  and  get  your  letter  press  here.  I  reed,  your 
letter  at  W.  but  had  not  time  to  hunt  one  up.  The  pros- 
pect looks  well  for  a  good  dividend  and  we  have  put  on 
a  rat(^  that  coins  the  money  now.  I  shall  return  to  Wil- 
mington as  soon  as  the  meeting  is  past. 

I  have  bought  near  here  but  cannot  get  possession  till 
1st  April. 
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From  S.  S.  Jachson. 

AsHEBORO,  ^^.  C.  January  11th  1863. 
******* 

I  wrote  you  some  ten  days  ac'O  and  enclosed  a  i^etition  Relating  to  various 

"  .  .  .  ^    matters. 

to  the  Governor  with  a  good  many  signers  to  it  for  M.  J. 
Swift  of  this  County,  who  desired  permission  to  distill  100 
bushels  of  corn.  That  he  intended  to  consume  the  corn 
anyway  in  fattening  his  hogs  and  he  thought  that  the  Gov- 
ernor would  permit  him  to  distill  the  above  quantity,  if  he 
would  agree  to  let  the  State  have  ^  of  the  liquor  dis- 
tilled at  $6.  per  gallon.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  the 
paper  sent  and  suppose  that  you  have  overlooked  it. 

I  have  two  other  matters  that  I  want  to  get  you  to  attend 
to  for  me,  that  I  will  make  a  good  deal  of  money  out  of 
if  they  could  be  accomplished,  and  I  think  your  position  at 
Raleigh  will  enable  you  to  find  out  ivithout  much  trouble. 

1st.  The  matter  of  exempting  old  Fred  Garner's  son. 
All  these  cases  are  left  with  the  enrolling  officer  and  the 
Commandants  of  Camps  of  Instruction.  You  know^  his 
case  well  enough.     2  substitutes  and  mail  carrier,  etc 

The  Commandant  of  the  Camps  is  in  Ealeigh  every  day,. 
and  I  think  if  you  w^ere  to  write  him  a  line  to  call  and  see 
you  as  you  had  some  business  with  him  that  you  might 
be  able  to  obtain  his  release. 

2nd.  Riley  Wright  has  enrolled  under  the  35  Act,  and 
he  is  a  Black  Smith  and  has  been  one  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  for  the  past  5  years  he  has  kept  a  public  shop 
and  the  country  for  miles  around  have  been  dependent  on 
him,  and  even  the  women  have  to  carry  their  work  to 
Franklinsville  to  get  it  done. 

Riley,  Wright,  as  I  understand  from  his  father  is  now 
one  of  the  Camp  Guards  at  Ealeigh  in  Mallett's  Battalion. 
The  people  in  his  country  are  anxious  to  get  his  release  and 
will  have  any  sort  of  petition  drawn  and  sent  and  when 
you  get  the  interview  wath  the  Commandant  of  the  Camp, 
you  will  oblige  by  presenting  this  case  also. 
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I  shall  be  able  to  pocket  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1000. 
if  I  can  get  these  things  accomplished. 

I  dislike  to  trouble  yon  bnt  I  hope  that  it  can  be  done 
without  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Do  you  want  your  Pearl  Ash  sold  ?  AYhat  did  it  cost 
you. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  an  early  date. 

We  are  all  well. 

Shipp  Steed  I  think,  will  probably  buy  your  farm  west 
of  Asheboro.  The  only  difficulty  is  that  he  has  not  the 
money  but  I  reckon  can  give  a  good  note.  There  is  uo 
trade,  but  he  wanted  to  know  what  you  asked  and  then 
said  he  would  like  to  own  it  as  it  was  convenient  to  him 
but  that  he  didn't  have  the  money  to  pay  for  it. 

Mrs.  Worth  is  sending  off  things  to  Chatham,  have  •rem 
one  load  of  pork,  etc. 


From  J.  A.  ^yort]l. 

Fayetteville,  Jany.  23  1863. 
Fears  of  conditions      It  is  now  late  at  night.     I  have  been  here  at  the  Store 

growing  worse.  _  " 

since  sun  rise  and  am  fully  used  up  yet  I  must  write  you. 
I  begin  to  feel  more  and  more  alarmed  about  the  chances 
for  people  to  live  much  longer  if  this  war  continues.  I  was 
notified  to-day  that  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  all  persons 
under  50  years  old  have  to  go  out  on  duty  once  a  week. 
I  do  not  see  for  myself  how  I  am  to  do  so  and  attend  to 
the  Boats,  and  do  not  know  how  I  am  to  get  clear  of  the 
duty.  Perhaps  you  can  give  me  light  on  the  subject.  I 
am  making  money  fast  enough,  but  with  Doctors'  bills  and 
iiii  (  ndlcss  and  constant  call  for  contributions  to  soldiers 
and  poor  people  who  are  almost  starving  I  do  not  head 
much,  and  I  now  look  forward  to  vastly  harder  times  than 
we  have  yet  seen  under  the  present  State  of  affairs,  and  if 
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more  men  are  called  to  the  field,  the  thing  is  certain  that 
many  must  starve,  and  no  man  who  has  by  hard  work  })ut 
np  something  to  live  upon  will  be  able  to  go  to  sleep  and 
have  mnch  hope  of  finding  his  morsel  in  the  morning  there 
is  but  little  preparation  going  on  for  a  crop  next  year  and 
but  few  to  prepare  for  it.  Such  as  could  do  so  speculate 
instead  of  work  in  the  field.  The  rush  about  market  house 
is  distressing  by  the  time  it  is  light  the  street  is  filled 
with  persons  marketing  for  the  day,  for  most  of  them  can- 
not buy  a  week's  supply  ahead.  Corn  is  worth  3  to  3  -I, 
Eye  $4.  Cow  Peas  3.  fodder  2.75  Shucks  2.00  Lard  40 
Bacon  60  Pork  small  and  poor  40c  Eggs  50  Butter  1.  etc. 
]^ow  how  in  the  name  of  God  are  poor  people  and  even 
those  who  are  not  poor  are  not  speculating,  to  make  money 
enough  to  stand  these  prices,  which  are  advancing  each  day 
■ — the  season  will  soon  go  by  when  j^ork  Beef  potatoes  etc. 
will  cease  to  come  to  market.  Then  what  are  people  to 
do  who  have  not  laid  in  a  supply  ahead.  I  do  not  think 
the  tenth  man  of  our  wealthiest  citizens  has  got  a  month's 
supply  of  meat  on  hand.  All  are  consumers  and  none 
producers.  What  are  we  coming  to?  I  shall  do  my  best 
to  grow  enough  to  feed  my  own  family,  but  fear  if  I  suc- 
ceed I  shall  not  be  able  to  enjoy  it  even  if  it  be  not  taken 
from  me  by  the  poor  and  starving.  I  want  to  know  what 
you  think  of  all  such  things.  I  think  it  the  ')nost  important 
matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  but 
enough. 

iVlbert  improves  slowly  can  ride  about  in  his  buffe-A^  but  ??f^!^'?"5J°  ^^^^" 
cannot  use  his  leg.  He  moves  very  well  on  crutches  and 
he  is  still  at  Mr.  Bingham's  school.  I  received  his  report 
a  few  days  ago  which  was  as  good  as  I  could  desire.  All 
the  rest  of  the  family  well.  Carrie  and  her  children  are 
at  my  house.  All  well.  I  have  put  down  in  salt  4000  lb. 
pork  my  own  make  here.  It  will  hurry  you  to  beat  it  I 
expect.  I  am  building  an  addition  to  my  house  from 
necessity.     The  Boating  is  doing  just  well  enough  and  my 

15 
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commission  on  fiirnitnre  and  other  plunder  passing  througli 
by  the  refugees  is  good.  My  houses  are  by  far  more  crowded 
than  in  the  best  days  of  the  Kepublic.  If  I  live  to  get 
through  this  war  I  must  and  will  quit  business  and  go  to 
the  farm.  I  am  not  fit  for  a  counting  house.  The  field 
is  my  place.  I  hope  to  get  to  Raleigh  soon.  I  must  go 
to  Eichmond  and  collect  freight  bills,  but  will  not  go  there 
while  there  is  any  prospect  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  I  have  not  been  to  Wilmington  since  I  went 
after  Albert  and  find  that  I  have  less  time  to  spare  each 
day  of  my  life.  I  also  find  what  I  have  always  seen 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  professing  Christian  world  are 
the  cussedest  set  of  hypocritical  scoundrels  this  side  of  old 
N'ick.  I  think  the  war  does  good  in  this  respect — it  fully 
develops  what  men  are.  I  shall  in  a  few  days  get  some 
good  old  Rye  whiskey  will  send  you  a  doz.  bottles,  that  you 
may  not  forget  how  it  tastes.  Do  not  complain  if  you  find 
it  difficult  to  read  and  understand  my  letter. 

Roxana  is  well  and  is  making  her  fortune  on  Shucks 
fodder  and  Butter.  Very  little  excite  [ment]  here  but  all 
feel  confident  we  will  have  a  fight  soon  at  some  point  in  the 
State.  The  oil  mill  goes  by  day  and  night  and  is  almost 
as  good  as  a  mint  only  that  the  money  wont  jingle  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  as  plenty  as  old  Continental  once  was. 


From  D.  G.  TTo/Y/?. 

WiT.MixGTox,  N.  C.  Jaiiif.  24  1S6S. 
******  * 

KcifttiiiK  to  en-  f  havc  becu  ])ut  to  a  ffood  deal  of  trouble  this  week,  but 

forcement  ol  con-  '  <^ 

script  act.  j).ji,|  f,j,.  [f^  ])y  ^]jg  enrolling  officer  in  getting  my  exemp- 

tion ])ai)ers  jirojierly  fixed  \\\).  The  original  paper  ox- 
enij)ting  me  merely  stated  that  my  substitute  was  17  years 
ohl.  The  office)'  I'cciuircd  me  to  give  his  exact  age.  ISTot 
knowing  wliciu'  lu>  was,  nor  where  his  parents  lived,  I  was 
considerablv   troubled    about   it,   but   T   at  Inst   found   out 
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where  his  father  was  and  wrote  him  explaining  my  situa- 
tion and  asked  him  to  go  before  a  magistrate  and  make 
affidavit  as  to  his  son's  age  and  send  it  to  me.  He  brought 
it  to  me  himself  to-day  and  by  it  I  reed,  a  paper  exempting 
me  four  months  longer  than  the  original  did.  I  am 
exempt  now  until  the  15th  of  Nov.  next.  I  feel  very  happy 
over  it  you  may  well  suppose.  I  had  about  determined 
on  going  to  Roxana's  and  take  charge  of  her  negros  but 
I  saw  that  Congress  would  probably  repeal  that  part  of 
the  Act  exempting  owners  and  agents  of  20  negros.  I  see 
it  has  now  passed  the  House  imanimously. 

Have  you  given  up  moving  for  the  present  ?     I  under- 
stood a  few  days  ago  that  you  had  on  acct.  of  the  threatened' 
advance  of  the  enemy.     It  is  the  safest  plan  I  think,  but 
it  looks  like  there  would  be  but  little  danger  of  the  enemy's 
reaching  Raleigh. 

We  begin  to  feel  pretty  safe  here  from  a  land  attack, 
but  I  have  little  confidence  in  our  river  defense  against 
the  Iron  Clads.  I  see  in  the  Journal  of  today  that  they 
[have]  experienced  pilots  for  our  inlets,  and  that  they  are 
only  awaiting  favorable  weather  to  advance  both  by  land- 
and  sea.  The  Iron  Clads  are  of  light  draft  and  can  easily 
enter  either  inlet  w^ith  ordinary  water. 

We  are  almost  starved  out  here.  Genl.  Whiting  has  for  conditions  in  wii- 
some  time  been  in  the  habit  of  seizing  country  produce, 
wagons  and  carts  and  employing  them  in  hauling  stone. 
etc.  and  keeping  them  too  as  long  as  he  pleased  to  the  great 
indignation  of  the  owners.  The  consequence  is  they  have 
quit  coming  to  town  with  produce  and  we  are  about  to 
starve.  The  Journal  came  down  on  him  in  a  genteel  way 
yesterday  and  to-day  he  comes  out  with  an  order  allowing 
them  to  come  and  go  without  molestation.  We  are  about 
to  freeze  too  as  well  as  starve.  He  has  seized  all  the  wood 
flats  to  be  used  in  obstructing  the  river;  and  we  can  get 
no  wood.    It  is  now  worth  $16.  per  cord. 

It  is  getting  almost  time  for  us  all  to  leave  and  stay 
awav. 
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1  am  as  much  pleased  as  yourself  that  you  have  got 
a  House  that  suits  you  so  well.  I  wish  Ma  and  the  rest 
were  with  you.  We  intend  making  you  a  visit  as  soon  as 
you  get  fixed  up  and  rested  from  the  troubles  and  labors 
of  moving.  It  is  a  terrible  trial  and  a  vast  amount  of 
trouble  and  labor  and  expense  to  break  up  branch  and  root 
and  move.      1  know  a  good  deal  about  it. 

1  will  send  you  a  bag  of  parched  pea-nuts  next  week. 
I  am  sorry  I  have  neglected  it  so  long. 

We  are  all  well.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you 
when  you  have  time  to  write. 


From  J.  M.  Worth. 

WiLMiNGTO]^,  N.  C.  Jem.  27th,  63. 

Si'workt.^'""""  I  reed,  a  dispatch  yesterday  from  Gov.  Vance  that  Genl. 
Smith  would  furnish  subsistance  for  my  teams  and  for  me 
to  Avait  to  hear  from  him.  Before  I  reed  the  dispatch, 
I  had  after  consulting  Genl  Whiting,  ordered  such  of  the 
'teams  as  have  to  do  so  at  their  own  expense  to  go  home 
to  return  when  ordered.  After  getting  the  dispatch  I 
went  to  see  him  again  and  he  told  me  that  if  there  w^as 
an  attack  he  should  forbid  any  passing  the  lines.  I  could 
not  get  feed  and  very  reluctantly  decided  there  was  no 
way  but  to  let  them  go.  I  shall  hold  the  State  teams  and 
the  loose  hands  and  shall  be  able  to  feed  them  and  will 
have  j^rovision  made  so  that  if  it  is  possible  to  get  back  I 
can  soon  do  so.  It  is  just  impossible  to  get  along  where 
the  military  have  control  of  every  thing.  I  have  made  a 
desperate  effort  to  hold  out  and  would  have  done  so  if  they 
had  left  me  ahmc  but  as  soon  as  they  pressed  my  hands 
every  thing  gave  way  and  the  greatest  damage  to  me  is 
the  Steam  lioat.  I  was  doing  well  with  that.  I  shall 
M'rite  to  Gov.  Vance  the  hands  will  all  return  at  short 
notice,    I  shall  trv  to  get  off  to  Pebv.  Court. 
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To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Raleigh,  A  pi.  Srd  186S. 

Allow  me  to  present  the  following  cases  of  extreme  hard-  und^lr''con«>ri^wn 
ship  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  conscripting  free  negroes  ^'^^' 
to  work  on  fortifications. 

Hiram  Henley,  of  Randolph,  a  Quaker  of  the  best  stamp, 
infirm  and  aged  about  70  years,  owns  a  large  and  pro- 
ductive farm.  He  had  3  free  negro  men,  his  only  male 
laborers  on  the  farm — to-wit  Alex.  Scott  and  two  boys 
named  Balfour.  xVll  are  carried  off.  Labor  cannot  be 
hired.  He  proposed  a  crop  of  corn  as  large  as  three  could 
cultivate — and  has  a  large  crop  of  wheat  and  oats  grow- 
ing. Cannot  some  of  these  be  allowed  him.  If  all  cannot 
be  allowed,  and  any  one  can  be,  he  asks  that  he  be  allowed 
the  boy  Alex.  Scott. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Hale,  a  widow  aged  70,  owtis  one  of  the  most 
fertile  farms  of  Randolph.  For  many  years  a  free  negro 
named  Reuben  Phillips  has  managed  her  farm.  He  is  in 
all  respects  a  most  exemplary  negro — has  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren— well  provided  for — and  makes  the  farm  productive 
to  Mrs.  Hale.     He  is  taken. — 

Daniel  Allen,  is  an  infirm  man — has  fits — owns  a  good 
farm — had  but  one  hand — a  free  negro  named  Mose.  He 
is  taken. 

Xathan  Winslow  owns  an  excellent  and  well  managed 
farm.  His  only  hand  except  himself  is  a  free  negro  named 
Lewis  Phillips,  who  has  a  wife  and  childen. 

Rebecca  Long,  widow",  owns  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  neighborhood  and  has  no  help,  as  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, except  a  free  negro  named  Thomas  Potter.  He 
is  taken. 

The  foregoing  are  all  Quakers  of  the  best  stamp. 

Rebecca  Pearce  is  a  widow — owns  a  good  farm.  Her 
only  laborer — a  free  negro  named  Mose,  is  taken. 

Felix  "Walker,  who  has  a  good  farm,  and  who  is  work- 
ing at  the  State  Salt  works  to  avoid  military  service, 
has  several  children  of  tender  vears.      His  wife  has  re- 
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ceiitly  become  insane  and  is  in  the  Asylum  here.  I  am 
informed  that  Lewis  Phillips,  a  free  negro  and  his  only 
hand,  is  taken. 

The  foregoing  facts  are  within  my  personal  knowledge, 
or  derived  from  sources  in  which  I  have  implicit  confi- 
dence. 

Looking  to  the  extreme  hardship  of  the  cases  and  the 
urgent  necessity  that  grain  be  made,  I  respectfully  petition 
in  behalf  of  the  parties  that  these  free  negroes  be  allowed 
to  return  to  their  employers. 


To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Ealeigh  Apl.  3,  1863. 

fu^uvl'n%mtions       ^*^^-  Stead,  who  was  appointed  as  you  will  perhaps  rec- 
Moore  a'l'id  cimt-     ollect,  to  commaiid  the  militia,  to  arrest'  the  deserters  and 
"™'  delinquent  conscripts  of  Randolph,  Moore,  Chatham  and 

Montgomeiy,  upon  the  recommandation  of  the  delegates  of 
those  counties  endorsed  by  me,  executed  the  commission 
as  I  learn  from  various  sources  with  zeal  and  considerable 
success.  He  is  a  very  worthy  man,  without  experience 
and  of  small  estate.  He  divided  his  men  into  small  squads, 
evidently  the  proper  course,  as  the  deserters  were  dispersed 
over  a  large  of  country  sparsely  settled  and  generally  only 
a  few  acting  together.  The  provisioning  of  his  men  com- 
pelled him  to  have  a  team  to  carry  supplies  for  each 
squad.  He  advanced  the  money  to  buy  provisions,  hire 
teams,  etc. 

Further  he  found  the  seizure  of  the  horses  of  the  men 
lying  out  a  most  efficient  means  of  bringing  them  in.  He 
put  men  on  those  horses  as  scouts,  who  were  a  very  effi- 
cient l)i"anch  of  his  command.  These  horses  had  to  be  fed. 
They  were  all  returned  to  the  owners,  I  believe. 

There  was  doubtless  irregularity  in  some  of  his  proceed- 
ings, but  T  am  certain  he  did  not  mean  to  be  tyrannical  or 
oppressive.  Tf  his  account  was  adjusted  on  the  most  rigid 
rules  of  military  regulations  he  will  sustain  a  loss  of  some 
$500.  an  amount  he  cannot  conveniently  lose. 
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I  hope  every  allowable  latitude  will  be  granted  to  liim 
in  the  auditing  of  his  accounts — and  that  he  will  not  be 
subjected  to  military  censure  for  irregularities  springing 
from  ignorance  of  military  duty. 

[P.  S.] — I  make  this  appeal  at  the  instance  of  the  Col- 
onel who  is  a  very  modest  man.  He  informs  me  that  under 
an  order  issued  by  you  to  the  auditor,  which  he  has  not 
jet  had  an  opportunity  to  present  to  Mr.  Phillips,  he  will 
lose  $500. — and  he  fears  he  will  be  subjected  to  a  court 
martial  for  seizing  horses. 


To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Kaleigh  Apl.  6th.  1863. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war  mv  nephew  Albert  G.  }?  ^^^?^'^^Y^\^ 

"  i  tion  of  a.  G.^^  oith. 

Worth,  son  of  J.  A.  Worth  of  Fayetteville,  volunteered  with 
his  company  from  Fayetteville — was  in  the  Bethel  battle — 
After  the  disbanding  of  the  Bethel  regt.,  he  volunteered 
for  the  w^ar,  joined  one  of  the  companies  in  Genl.  Petti- 
grew's  brigade,  and  in  one  of  the  series  of  battles  about 
Richmond  (he  was  first  sergeant)  all  his  superior  offi- 
cers being  wounded  or  absent)  he  led  the  fragment  of  his 
company  into  one  of  the  last  fights,  received  a  mimie  ball 
through  his  leg  below  the  knee  which  shattered  the  front 
bone  of  his  leg,  carrying  away  some  two  inches  of  it. 
JSTature  w^ith  the  aid  of  a  good  surgeon  and  the  nursing  of 
a  good  mother  has  nearly  restored  the  bone,  and  he  will 
be  able  shortly  to  rejoin  his  Company.  He  will  have  to 
join  it  as  a  private.  He  has  been  brought  up  in  a  store 
and  assisting  his  father  as  the  agent  of  a  line  of  steam 
boats  on  the  Cape  Fear.  He  has  always  been  temperate 
and  energetic — of  exemplary  moral  character — and  will  go 
back  to  the  army  with  repining.  For  months  it  was  doubt- 
ful whether  he  could  survive  his  wound.  His  mother  ap- 
peals to  me  to  find  some  civil  employment  for  him,  which 
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would  kce])  hi  Ml  out  of  the  ranks.  He  is  now  capable  of 
doing  any  thing  not  requiring  much  walking.  He  is  well 
educated  and  in  all  things  a  gentleman.  Can  you  give 
him  any  place? 

He  would  fill  in  the  best  manner  the  position  madf^ 
vacant  by  Mr.  Wilson's  resignation.  If  be  can  prcnire 
a  reconnnendation  from  the  chief  men  of  business  in  Fay- 
etteville  will  there  be  a  chance  for  him  ? 

He  is  about  22  years  old. 


1^0  Nicholas  Williams. 

Raleigh  A  pi  8th,  1863. 

CMoiinf  not'es  and  ^  l^'^^'^'  ^^'^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  t^  get  blanks  froiu  the  lithographers 
twskeV^""' "*"  ±'«'i-  onr  N.  C.  notes  fundable  1S(J6  nor  for  the  $.1.  $2.  and 
$3.  bills.  I  have  reason  to  expect  them  in  a  few  days. 
If  I  can  again  see  Mr.  Boyden  I  will  receive  your  $1400. 
and  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  get  the  notes.  I  suppose 
either  issue  will  answer  your  purpose.  Our  brokers  sell 
them  now  at  10  per  cent  premium,  but  having  promised 
you  you  shall  have  them  at  par.  In  future  I  shall  use 
them  only  to  pay  demands  on  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Boyden  will  tell  you  the  fate  of  the  keg  of  whiskey 
you  sent  me.  The  only  safe  plan  is  the  one  I  suggested 
to  you — to-wit — box  it  up — direct  to  me,  take  receipt  of 
the  ex])rrss  agent,  placing  the  value  very  high — It  Avill  then 
reach  me,  try  it  again,  sending  in  this  way.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve the  R.  R.  will  hesitate  to  pay  you  the  market  value 
of  the  keg  stolen.  If  they  do,  sue  them,  at  any  risk  as  to 
costs.     Send  it  soon,  if  vou  can. 
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Fragment. 
'Writteti  between  Aj)!.  16th  and  19th,  1863. 
the  Confederate  debt,   that  capitalists  greatly  prefer  in-  Relating  to  the 
vestments  in  State  bonds  at  30  per  cent  premium  over  Con-  finances. 
federate  stocks   at  par.      The  best   remedy   Congress   has 
been  able  to  devise  for  the  depreciating  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  a  levy  tax  and  limiting  a  period  within 
which   the   present   currency    shall    be   fundable.       These 
measures  will  tend  to  sustain  the  currency,  but  I  fear  the 
new  issue  indispensible  to  carry  on  the  Government,  will 
equal  the  amount  withdrawn  by  funding  and  thp  tax. 

As  you  ask  for  my  opinion  confidentially  whether  I 
would  sell  land  or  negroes  for  Confederate  money  or  bonds. 
I  will  give  it.  I  would  not  unless  I  could  use  them  to 
pay  debts,  or  pur'chase  other  property  more  desirable.  I 
regard  real  estate  as  far  the  best  investment  that  can  now 
be  made,  and  in  your  quarter  I  think  negroes  far  better 
property  than  the  currency  or  stocks  of  the  Confederate 
Government.  You  are  not  at  liberty  to  communicate  this 
opinion  to  any  body — It  is  my  duty  as  Treasurer  and  my 
wish  as  citizen  to  sustain  the  credit  of  Confederate  cur- 
rency by  every  means  I  can  honorably  use;  but  as  you 
ask  my  opinion  as  a  friend,  I  give  it  candidly,  but  in  strict 
confidence.  Read  the  history  of  our  Continental  money 
and  of  the  French  assignats,  the  latter  resting  for  rerJ'M-ip- 
tion  on  the  confiscated  lands  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
estimated  at  f  of  the  real  estate  of  France:  Or  remem- 
ber that  each  purchase  for  the  army  cost  double  the  pre- 
ceeding  one. 

I  shall  to-morrow  communicate  to  the  Govr.  my  opinion 
that  the  money  which  wnll  be  paid  into  the  State  and 
County  Treasuries  next  Oct.,  will  be  uncurrent  and  worth- 
less, unless  the  Genl  Assembly  be  called  and  the  ordinance 
of  the  Convention  amended,  requiring  Sheriffs  and  other 
revenue  officers  to  receive  any  Confederate  Treas.  notes. 
The  last  Act  of  Congress  makes  all  the  issues  prior  to 
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Deer.  1/G2  uiifundable  after  1  Aug.  1863.  When  it  ceases 
to  be  fundable  the  new  issue  will  be  preferred  and  th-j 
old  issue  become  uncurrent  and  nearly  worthless.  Every 
body  will  find  this  out  by  the  time  the  taxes  are  being 
collected  and  they  will  be  paid  in  the  poorest  currency 
which  the  law  compels  the  Sheriff  to  receive.  Va.  has 
passed  a  law  making  only  the  new  issues  receivable  for 
taxes.  We  must  have  a  like  law,  or  our  Treasury  will  be 
filled  with  uuavailable  currencv. 


Regarding  expen- 


From  Isaac  21.  Broylcs  &  Wm.  E.  Piercy  to  Z.  B.  Vance. 

BuRxsviLLE,  K  C.  Apl.  10th  1863. 
(Private.) 

di'ture'ofcounty"'  We  do  uot  wish  to  trouble  you  but  being  somewhat  dis- 
satisfied ourselves  we  address  these  lines  to  you  not  know- 
ing any  other  source  to  apply  to  have  as  we  think  a  wrong 
corrected,  our  County  Court  assembled  and  elected  a 
County  Commissioner  and  proceeded  to  divide  or  lay  a  plan 
for  the  disbursement  of  the  fund  due  this  County  and  in- 
stead of  appropriating  it  (as  we  believe)  entirely  to  the 
destitute  they  divided  it  among  all  the  soldiers'  wives  and 
children  under  twelve  years  of  age,  which  gives  a  great 
deal  of  the  money  into  families  such  as  the  Eays  and  many 
others  that  are  as  you  know  independent  livers,  we  do  not 
wish  you  to  think  that  the  money  is  not  needed  for  it  is 
going  to  bo  very  hard  to  get  grain  this  spring,  and  some 
we  fear  will  suffer  unless  the  money  be  expended  rightly. 
We  remain  vour  friends. 
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To  H.  W.  Guion. 

Treasury  Depart^eent. 

Eaeeigh  May  5th  1863. 
Three  Aveeks  ae-o  bv  reason  of  the  faihire  of  the  Trcas- Relating  to  state 

o        'J  tinances. 

urer  of  the  Con.  States,  on  account  of  want  of  funds, 
to  j)aj  a  check  for  nearly  $700,000.  in  favor  of  this  State, 
my  means  were  reduced  so  low  that  I  deemed  it  neces- 
ray  to  sell  State  bonds.  The  Literary  board  had  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  about  $G0,000.  of  the  $15,000,000.  Con- 
federate loan.  With  the  assenti  of  the  board  I  sold  them 
at  a  premium  of  some  80  per  cent  and  agreed  to  let  them 
have  our  new  6  per  cent  bonds  at  a  premium  of  35  per  cent. 
The  next  day  the  Con.  Treas.  paid  the  draft  to  this  Treas- 
ury. I  have  managed  to  get  for  the  fund  all  but  $48,000. 
— without  issuing  any  new  bonds.  Would  you  not  like  tq 
sui:)ply  a  part  or  all  of  this  $48,000.  at  a  premium  of  35 
per  cent  ?  If  so  answer  immediately.  I  am  trying  to 
get  them  at  other  points  and  must  not  be  considered  com- 
mitted if  I  get  supplied  before  I  get  your  answer. 

The  State  has  no  occasion  now  to  raise  funds  by  a  sale 
of  her  bonds  or  otherwise  but  I  fear  this  happy  condition 
may  not  be  of  very  long  continuance.  Whenever  I  need 
funds  I  may  carry  out  your  suggestion  in  effect.  I  sug- 
gested to  Judge  Ruffin,  Prest.  of  the  Comm.  of  the  Sinking- 
fund  some  weeks  ago,  the  expediency  of  their  selling  the 
new  State  bonds  they  held  at  the  current  premium  and 
investing  in  others  at  par. — I  have  not  fully  decided  on 
the  matter — and  the  board  has  not  had  a  meeting  since 
I  made  the  suggestion.  I  think  I  can  sell  your  State  bonds 
for  you  at  a  better  premium  than  you  can  sell  them — When 
the  Treasury  is  not  selling  bonds  and  I  think  I  shall  not 
have  to  sell  any,  excepting  to  the  sinking  fund,  for  a 
long  time,  if  at  all. 

I  will  apprise  you  when  the  blank  bonds  to  be  exchanged 
with  you  shall  come  to  hand. 


tuul  state  Treasury. 
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To  JohnM.  ^yorth. 

Raleigh  May  13th  IS 63. 

do^sof°au'"wo;ks  ^^our  letter  and  draft  for  $10,000.  as  Salt  Comr.  are 
reed  and  the  money  will  be  sent  today. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  draft.  I  had  expected  from  yon 
a  return  of  money  to  the  Treasury,  rather  than  a  call  for 
more.  You  say  it  grows  out  of  the  "County  agents  being 
so  slow."  Salt  slioidd  in  no  instance  he  delivered  to  County 
agents  until  paid  for.  This  is  distinctly  provided  for  in 
the  first  section  of  the  Salt  ordinance.  If  you  have  been 
disregarding  this  provision  of  the  ordinance  you  should 
at  once  notify  each  County  Comr.  that  none  will  in  future 
be  delivered  but  upon  payment,  as  required  by  the  ordi- 
nance, and  that  none  will  be  delivered  to  counties  in  arrears 
until  all  arrearages  are  paid.  This  is  the  only  chance  to 
do  equal  justice  to  the  whole  State.  It  is  the  only  chance 
for  you,  in  the  winding  up  of  your  commission,  to  avoid 
just  censure. 

Were  I  in  your  place  I  would  not  resigTi  till  all  the 
money  drawn  by  you  should  be  re-imbursed  to  the  Treas- 
ury, provided  Wilmington  shall  not  be  taken  by  the  enemy, 
or  at  least  until  you  have  salt  enough  on  hand  to  balance^ 
your  accounts.  I  would  have  no  trouble  with  the  counties, 
because  in  self  protection,  I  would  require  them  to  observe 
the  law. 

The  Treasury  is  in  condition  to' meet  your  drafts  to  the 
extent  of  the  appropriation,  but  it  is  clear  to  me  that  your 
commission  ought  to  have  been  self-sustaining  and  return- 
ing money  into  the  Treasury  before  now. 

Other  large  appropriations,  where  the  purpose  of  the  law 
was  that  the  ex]xmditure  should  be  re-imbursed,  are  work- 
ing the  same  way — for  instance  1/2  million  a])]iropriated 
last  Deer,  to  buy  corn  and  provisions  to  be  re-sold  to  the 
counties  deficient  in  subsistence,  at  prices  sufficient  to  re- 
imburse tlic  expenditure — Not  a  dollar  has  been  paid  back, 
nor  has  any  showiug  been  filed  as  recpiired  by  law. 
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I  am  eudeavoriug  so  to  manage  my  important  and  respon- 
sible position,  as  to  be  able  to  repel,  as  I  have  heretofore 
repelled  the  shafts  Avhich  malice  is  ahvays  shooting  at  me. — 
I  have  introduced  important  changes  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Treasnry  which  1  think  are  commanding  the 
approbation  of  all  fair  men,  having  capacity  to  nnder- 
stand  them,  and  feeling  confidence  in  my  capacity  to  pei- 
form  my  duties,  am  well  satisfied  with  my  position. 

I  cannot  supply  the  change  yon  desire,  I  issue  all  the 
change  throngh  the  agency  of  the  Banks,  and  as  qnick  as 
it  gets  out,  it  is  hoarded — so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
supply  the  demand,  without  creating  an  unnecessary  State 
debt.  You  shall  have  change  however — Let  me  know 
through  which  of  the  Wilmington  Banks  yon  do  yonr 
business,  and  I  will  give  the  Bank  instructions  to  supply 
you  from  time  to  time — but  not  with  so  large  a  sum  as 
$1000.  at  a  time. 

We  are  all  well.  I  am  going  to  leave  here  next  Fridav 
on  a  visit  to  Roxana's — Shall  probably  stay  a  week. 


From  J.  M.  Worth. 

Wilmington^  X.  C.    ^Iciy  16th  '63. 
Your  letter  and  the  money  all  at  hand.     I  should  have  Relating  to  busi- 

.  1        "^   1    •        1      1  •  T  °®®^  matters. 

been  more  particular  and  explained  the  necessity.  1  was 
all  the  time  annoyed  to  death  on  acct  of  a  short  allowance 
of  provisions  and  I  was  really  alarmed  about  getting  it 
— and  I  sent  out  agents  with  directions  to  buy — and  I  have 
now  at  least  20  thousand  dollars  invested  in  provisions 
and  could  not  collect  fast  enough  to  pay.  I  can't  refuse 
to  lend  the  Salt  when  they  promise  to  pay  promptly.  I  am 
to-day  in  better  condition  to  get  along  than  I  ever  have 
been  before.  I  have  2000  cords  of  wood  cut  and  paid  for 
and  plenty  of  provisions  for  the  next  month.  I  shall  have 
all  the  wood  within  four  miles  and  bv  fall,  sav  October. 
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by  that  time  I  hope  some  thing  will  turn  up.  If  not  the 
works  M'ill  have  to  be  moved  to  some  other  place.  I  shall 
try  to  shy  out  of  that  job  if  I  can.  Salt  advanced  to  $12. 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  Governor's  blockade.  The  salt 
makers  are  not  reaping  any  great  harvests  at  that.  My 
business  has  been  mostly  with  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
which  put  me  in  the  way  to  get  change. 


To  J.  J .  JacliSoti. 

Ealeigh  May  30th  1S63. 

*  *  -Jf  -TT  -Jr  *  * 

calfh^g  oift  o/the  I  have  seeii  the  Gov.  who  thought  no  orders  had  issued 
for  calling  out  the  militia.  To  be  certain  I  went  to  see 
the  Adgt.  Genl.  He  is  not  in  the  city  but  his  clerk  showed 
me  the  Genl.  order,  directing  the  calling  out  of  the  militia 
in  every  county  where  necessary.  The  clerk  says  and 
such  is  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  order,  that  it  is 
discretionary  with  the  Colonel.  He  is  only  to  call  out 
such  part  of  his  regt.  as  he  may  deem  necessary.  I  pre- 
sume it  is  now  unnecessary  and  I  feel  confident  that  the 
Col.  would  be  warranted  in  not  calling  them  out,  until 
the  crop  is  laid  by,  unless  there  is  some  urgent  and  mani- 
fest necessity.  I  am  sure  the  Govr.  and  Adgt.  Genl.  will 
highly  approve  this  course. 

T  learn  from  Colonel  Mallett  to-day  in  reply  to  my 
letter  written  a  month  ago,  that  he  is  ordered  to  draw 
the  $500.  for  Stead  from  the  Quarter  master  Genl.  at 
Tvichmoud — but  he  says  he  doesn't  know  how  to  get  the 
luoiicv.     T  will  keep  trying. — 

ISr.  C.  Bank  notes  can  generally  be  got  from  the  Brokers 
here  at  about  60  to  65  per  cent  premium. 
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To  John  M.  Worth. 

Ealeigii  May  30th  1863. 

I  heard  Col.  Malktt^  urging  upon  the  Gov.  to-day  to 
have  vou  furnish  a  list  of  Conscripts  in  your  service.  The 
Gov.  told  him  he  had  received  a  recent  letter  from  you 
in  which  you  said  you  would  very  shortly  furnish  said 
list.  I  understood  the  Gov.  to  say  you  were  expected  to 
certify  that  the  names  on  the  list  to  be  furnished,  were 
necessary  hands  in  conducting  your  operations  and  to  ver- 
ify it  by  affidavit. 

Col.  Mallett  said  he  had  been  informed  you  had 
some  100  hands  from  Randolph  and  that  he  had  a  letter 
from  you  in  which  you  said  you  had  but  8. — The  Govr. 
said  that  must  have  been  while  Yellow  Fever  was  raging. 

The  Govr.  is  favorably  disposed  towards  you — and  I 
tJiinl-  Mallett  would  take  all  your  hands,  if  he  could — 
though  he  professed  to  want  your  certificate  only  to  know 
who  were  rightfully  exempt. 


To  Dr.  E.  B.  Hayirood.^ 

Raleigh  May  30th  1S63. 
Dr.  R.  M.  Gatlin  of  :\rontgomery  County,  passed  some  ^/J^"! r  ^m  oatiL 
weeks  ago  on  his  way  as  a  conscript  to  the  army  of  Ya.  He 
told  me  when  he  left  here  that  you  had  given  him  some 
ground  to  hope  that  you  would  have  him  detailed  for  serv- 
ice in  your  Hospital.  He  requested  me  to  say  to  you  what 
I  know  of  him  and  I  addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the 
subject.  He  writes  me  from  his  camp  imploring  me  to 
petition  you  on  the  subject. 


^  Col.  Peter  Mallett  who  had  charge  of  conscription  in  the  State, 
and  was  in  command  at  Camp  Holmes. 

2  Edmund  Burke  Haywood,  a  noted  physician  of  Ealeigh,  at  this 
time  Confederate  Medical  Director  for  the  Department  of  North  Car- 
olina. 
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I  have  known  him  from  boyhood.  He  is  entirely  self 
educated,  his  father  having  been  a  very  poor  man.  By 
alternating  in  going  to  school  and  teaching  he  acquired  a 
good  education — studied  medicine  and  took  one  course 
of  lectures,  married  and  commenced  practise  some  four 
years  ago.  He  has  two  children  and  is  poor.  He  is  in- 
dustrious and  in  moral  character  has  always  been  exem- 
]darv.  He  is  not  of  a  martial  character  and  is  miserable 
in  Camp.  I  have  no  doubt  he  Avould  be  a  valuable  man 
in  a  Hospital.    He  belongs  to  the  16th  Regt. 

If  you  can  get  him  detailed  for  your  Hospital  I  shall 
be  greatly  obliged. 


From  S.  G.  ^yo)iJl. 
WiLMiNGTOis-,  X.  C.  June  lltli  1S6-3. 

tioirinihe'^serv'ice.  ^  write  you  to-day  to  ask  you  to  see  Govr.  Vance,  and 
ask  him  for  a  position  in  the  State  Troops  soon  to  be 
formed. 

I  should  be  satisfied  with  a  company  office  if  I  could 
think  myself  strong  enough  to  endure  the  fatigue  of 
marching  but  I  shall  never  again  be  able  to  do  this,  and  I 
therefore  wish  you  to  ask  him  for  the  appointment  of 
Major  of  Infantry.  If  he  requires  it,  I  can  get  a  recom- 
mendation from  Gen.  Pettigrew,  and  can  pass  the  requis- 
ite examination.  I  ask  for  this  position  for  two  reasons — 
first  because  I  am  unable  as  you  know  to  march,  on  ac- 
count of  disease  contracted  during  sixteen  months  service. 
Secondly  I  wish  to  get  a  position  where  I  will  be  in  active 
service  and  [I]  cannot  go  into  active  service  unless  I  have 
the  advantage  of  being  mounted.  If  the  Gov.  will  give 
me  the  appointment  I  can  furnish  the  recommendation 
and  pass  the  examination  without  any  trouble.  I  applied 
to  Genl.  Pettigrew  for  a  stafi^  office  before  I  learned  that 
my  exem]ition  was  illegal.  So  that  I  am  not  patriotic  be- 
cause I  am  suhjrct  to  conxrripiiou — but  v.'ish  to  go  into 
service  from  a  sense  of  duty. 
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If  jou  will  do  what  you  can  for  me  I  will  thank  you. 
Pa  says  he  has  written  you  already  on  the  suhjeet.  I 
would  apply  to  Govr.  Vance  in  person  but  you  know  him 
well,  and  I  think  your  recommendation  would  be  of  ser- 
vice to  me.  I  regTet  that  I  have  to  trouble  you  so  often — 
but  will  reciprocate  the  favor  most  cheerfully  if  I  can 
ever  do  so.  Write  to  Pa  at  Asheboro  and  to  me  at  this 
place  in  reference  to  the  matter. 

Eemember  me  very  kindly  to  all  the  family.  Please 
answer  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  if  it  should  be 
necessary  for  me  to  go  to  Paleigh — telegraph  me  care  of 
J.  M.  W.  and  I  will  come. 


From  D.  E.  Mendenhall. 

Jamestown — 11th  6th  mo.  IS 63. 
Since  I  wrote  O.  C  Gordon  has  been  twice  arrested  and  in  regard  to  o.  c. 

Gordon. 

twice  discharged. 

I  suppose  his  exemption  is  now  secure.  Lt.  Anderson 
stays  at  Greensboro  and  expressed  his  regret  that  the  Mili- 
tia officers  had  arrested  Gordon  the  second  time. 

Gordon  will  pay  for  thy  services.  He  is  a  woi'thy 
young  man.  Send  me  the  bill  and  I  will  present  it  to 
him.  I  find  among  my  papers  a  memo,  of  a  note  on  Sand. 
Christian  in  thy  hands.  Has  it  been  paid  ?  If  not  where 
will  I  find  it  ? 

P.  Ridenhour  of  Rowan  is  my  agent  and  says  he  can 
collect  it. 

We  are  as  nsual — some  sick,  some  well. 

[P.  S.] — When  the  girls  come  up  the  country  send  them 
to  see  me. 


10 
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From  Neve  Cox,  Seth  Cox,  Eli  Macon. 

6  month  17th  1863. 

Exemption  of  There  is  three  in  Camp  Holmes  members  of  the  society 

of  Friends  and  we  want  thee  to  come  o^•er  immediately  on 
receiving  these  lines  in  order  to  pay  our  exemption  tax  and 
let  us  go  home  if  thee  cannot  furnish  us  with  the  money 
we  want  thee  to  come  and  see  us  any  how. 
respectfully  thy  friends 


To  Thomas  Wehh."- 

Raleigjii  June  IS/QS. 
In  resani  to  a  lost        Something  over  a  vear  ago  I  ordered  from  Mr.  iS^ick 

barrel  of  whiskey.  o  ^  o 

Williams  a  hbl.  of  whiskey  for  my  own  use  for  and  during 
the  year  to  be  sent  to  High  Point.  I  was  notified  that 
it  was  sent  and  sent  him  my  check  to  pay  for  it.  On  ap- 
plication at  High  Pt.  depot  a  few  days  afterwards  I  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Sullivan  that  the  barrel  had  unaccount- 
ably sprung  a  leak  and  every  drop  had  leaked  out.  From 
the  facts  as  given  me  I  could  not  perceive  that  any  body 
was  liable  to  me,  but  wrote  Mr.  Williams  that  I  had  lost 
my  Avhiskey. 

He  resolved  that  I  should  not  lose  all  and  be  dry  for 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  and  started  to  me  on  your  Road 
about  the  1  Apl.  last,  a  half  bbl.  of  whiskey  in  care  of 
Spencer  Poyden,  of  Huntersville  Yadkin  County.  On 
Mr.  Boyden's  arrival  here  he  told  mo  the  cars  were  de- 
tained at  Durliam  Station  a  few  hours— and  that  during 
tlic  detention  some  person,  to  him  unknown  entered  the 
car  in  which  were  several  barrels  of  whiskey  he  was  bring- 
ing doAvn,  as  well  as  the  keg  ]\Ir.  Williams  had  sent  me, 
and  stole  the  keg.  T  think  it  Avas  in  the  night,  but  am 
not  certain  as  to  this.     He  cntertaiwd  no  doubt  that  it 


1  The  President  of  tlio  North  CaroUna  Raihoad. 
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was  stolen  by  some  of  the  R.  R.  bauds.  He  said  be  was 
informed  by  some  of  tbe  authorities  on  the  Koad  that  the 
Co.  bad  some  regulation  by  which  they  claimed  not  to  be 
liable  for  liquor  lost  on  the  Road.  It  seems  strange  to 
me,  if  you  carry  liquor  at  all,  that  you  should  not  hold 
yourselves  liable  for  negligence. — 

This  is  a  matter  which  touched  my  sensibilities  very 
strongly.  Is  it  true  that  you  carry  liquor,  with  notice  to 
holders  that  you  will  not  be  liable  for  your  own  negligence  ? 
Mr.  Boyden  said  the  car  had  no  lock  on  it. 


To  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons. 

Raleigh  July  6/63. 
I  have  learned  from   several  mutual   friends  that  you  Explaining  certain 

pviblic  actions. 

disapproved  the  circular  I  addressed  to  the  Sheriffs,  and  I 
presume  you  disapproved  in  common  with  every  public 
man  whose  opinions  were  committed  me,  the  expediency  of 
calling  the  council.  More  mature  reflection  has  now 
brought  every  body  here  to  the  conclusion  that  the  call  of 
the  Assembly  was  necessary.  The  Govr.  and  Council  were 
unanimous  on  it. 

You  concur  most  heartily  in  the  views  expressed  by  th^. 
Govr.  on  the  currency  question,  and  dissent  from  me  of 
my  recommendations,  which  I  made  with  diifldence,  and 
so  do  not  refer  to  another  which  I  make  emphatically  with- 
out any  expression  of  diffidence.  If  the  Assembly  had 
been  called  in  due  season,  the  former  would  not  have  been 
made. 

I  submit  whether  the  Govr's.  message,  apart  from  the 
complimentary  reference  to  the  recommendations  of  my 
communication  would  not  amount  to  this;  that  he  con- 
curs with  the  Council  in  the  expediency  of  calling  the 
Genl.  A.,  exclusively  to  consider  this  question,  with  a 
recommendation  that  when  assembled  nothing  should  be 
done. 
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Owing-  to  the  Gov.'s  unexpected  detention  at  Wilming- 
ton wo  had  no  conference  till  the  inorning  the  Assembly 
met.— and  waiting  for  this  conference  my  communication 
was  not  prepared  till  the  day  before  the  Assembly  met. 
On  examining  it  on  Tuesday  morning,  I  understood  the 
Govr.  as  decidedly  approving  the  recommendation  which 
I  (-mphatically  pressed,  and  he  expressed  no  dissent  to 
that  one  which  I  made  with  diffidence  and  he  reformed 
the  message  he  had  prej)ared,  commending  my  recommen- 
dations to  the  consideration  of  the  A. 

My  chief  recommendation,  made  in  my  communication 
for  the  first  time  it  had  ever  been  suggested  by  any  body, 
so  far  as  I  know  or  had  heard,  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  this  measure,  if  the  Assembly  had  been  convened  a 
little  earlier,  would  have  been  a  complete  remedy. 

The  Begister  refers  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature  as 
a  rebuke  to  me.  I  regard  it  as  an  endorsement — and  do 
not  now  hear  of  a  man,  excepting  the  two  vile  hounds  of 
this  city,  who  does  not  concede  the  expediency  of  calling 
the  Assembly  in  order  to  the  adoption  of  my  chief  rec- 
ommendation. 

I  call  your  attention  to  these  views,  thinking  that  in  the 
consideration  of  more  important  matters  they  may  have 
escaped  you. 

I  would  not  have  you  understand  that  I  find  any  dis- 
satisfaction at  your  expression  of  dissent  from  my  minor 
reconmiendation,  even  if  the  minor  one  should  meet  your 
disa]i])i'<)val.  The  just  pride  I  have  often  had  occasion  to 
feel  in  tlic  a])])roval  of  your  Journal  has  sprung  from  a 
confidenco  wliicli  I  and  the  public  generally  have  in  your 
im])artial   independence. 

I  have  lu'cn  in  this,  as  in  many  other  of  my  official  duties, 
uKist  pniiifnlly  end)arrassed — and  whether  T  have  erred 
or  not  I  am  satisfied  with  my  course,  being  the  best  course 
accordiug  to  my  jndgnKMit. — 

I  I*.   S.  I — The  I'clations  between  the  Govr.   and  mvself 
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are  perfectly  cordial  and  if  we  could  have  had  a  confer- 
ence, I  think  there  wonld  have  been  no  apparent  discrep- 
ancy in  our  views. 
Fayetteville. 


date  for  Congress. 


To  Josiah  Turner. 

Ealeigii,  July  ISth,  1863. 
Those  "who  were  in  the  beginning-  most  ultra  in  their  beVomI  a^candi- 
oj^position  to  the  party  jnstly  denominated  Destructives, 
are  now  the  most  popular  all  over  the  State,  and  as  you 
Avere  their  most  determined  opponent,  I  am  persuaded  you 
would  noAv  get  a  larger  vote  than  any  other  man  in  the 
district  for  a  seat  in  Congress.  If  you  will  consent  to  be 
a  candidate  I  will  do  w^hat  I  can  for  you  among  my  friends. 

HiLLSBOEO. 


To  Jesse  G.  Henskaw. 

EaleicxH,  July  23d,  1863. 
Holden's  bold  position  in  favor  of  peace  is  hailed  with  in  regard  to  the 

'-  _  ^  peace  movement 

joy  by  many,  while  his  political  opponents  vociferously  f^*  l^®  d°f d°"  °^ 
demand  the  suppresson  of  his  paper. 

His  position  exposes  him  to  great  danger  in  these  law^- 
less  times.  If  we  are  ever  to  have  peace  somebody  must 
breast  the  storm  of  Secession  hate,  and  the  people  must 
sustain  the  leader  who  exposes  himself  to  personal  peril. 

The  Standard  has  a  much  larger  circulation  and  wields 
more  influence  than  any  other  paper  in  the  State.  As 
money  is  no  object  now,  can't  you  send  in  200  new  sub- 
scribers from  Randolph.  Every  one  desiring  peace  can 
contribute  something  to  this  end  by  encouraging  and  sus- 
taining the  only  paper  which  dares  advocate  it  on  a  plan 
offering  any  hope  of  success. 

I  still  abhor,  as  I  always  did,  this  accursed  war,  and  the 
wicked  men,  ISTorth  and  South,  wdio  inaugurated  it.     The 
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whole  country,  at  the  Xortli  and  the  South,  is  a  great  mili- 
tary despotism — Let  us  not  despair,  however,  of  restoring 
civil  liberty  and  making  our  country  a  fit  place  in  which 
to  leave  our  children. 
ISTew  Salem. 


To  John  M.  ^Yorth. 

Raleigh,  July  2oth  1863. 
concerninR  his  Yr.  letter  to  Govr.  Vance  concerning  your  resignation, 

resignation  as  Salt  ^  "^  ^ 

Commissioner.  came  to  hand  this  morning.  The  Govr.  was  surrounded 
with  military  officers  making  arrangements  for  the  inter- 
ment of  Genl.  PettigTew,  which  took  place  here  at  12  to- 
day— immediately  after  which  the  Govr.  went  home  and 
has  not  yet  returned  to  his  office. 

I  feel  sure  that  he  would  like  to  be  fortified  in  appoint- 
ing David  by  some  recommendation  besides  yours  and 
mine,  which  he  can  certainly  give  without  any  trouble. — 
Get  Mr.  Flanner  and  another  or  two  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens to  address  a  letter  to  the  Govr.  recommending  him  as 
a  suitable  man  to  fill  the  place — I  doubt  whether  so  suit- 
able a  man  could  be  found  any  where  to  fill  the  place. 

You  will  have  seen  that  Govr.  Vance  has  revoked  his 
call  for  TOGO  militia,^  in  consequence  of  the  call  of  the 
Prest.  for  conscripts  to  45,  which  takes  all  the  men  out 
of  whom  the  7000  were  to  be  raised.  This  breaks  the  plan 
of  getting  a  commission  for  Shubal.  I  learn  from  the 
Adjt.  Genl.  that  the  Govr.  will  appoint  all  the  officers  com- 
posing the  home  guard  out  of  men  not  liable  to  conscrip- 
tion. T  know^  no  appointment  within  the  gift  of  the  Govr. 
which  would  meet  Shubal's  views.  I  don't  see  any  chance 
for  him  to  escape  the  rank  and  file,  save  the  employment 
of  a  substitute,  which  T  would  do  at  any  cost. 

All  well 


>  This  call  was  for  7,000  men  to  serve  for  six  months  in  North  Car- 
olina. 


CORRESPONDEXCE    OF    Jo:S'ATHAX    WoETH.  247 

To  David  G.  Worth. 

Ealeigii  Julij  26th  1863. 
I  saw  Govr.  Vance  this  morning  and  lie  will  confer  the  Relating  to  his 

■, .  -,  1  .     appointment  as 

ajjpomtment  on  you  upon  your  sending  here  the  testi-  sait  commissioner, 
nionials  of  your  fitness.  He  relies  fully  upon  my  repre- 
sentation and  that  of  Brother  ]\I. — but  officially  he  ought 
to  have  a  testimonial  from  some  body  other  than  a  near 
relative.  He  requested  me  not  to  let  any  body  know  about 
the  vacancy  as  he  would  be  besieged  with  a  thousand  ap- 
plicants. 'No  one  knows  it  here.  I  hope  it  has  not  been 
made  known  in  Wilmington.  Get  a  letter  from  two  or 
three  prominent  men  in  Wilmington  and  bring  or  send 
them  ivithoiit  delay — and  the  thing  will  be  a  success.  If 
it  gets  out  there  will  be  such  a  flood  of  ap^^lications,  baclyed 
by  such  influences,  that  the  result  may  be  doubtful.  At 
the  request  of  the  Govr.    the  resigiiation    is  still    in    my 

hands. 

******* 

Busy  as  I  can  be  settling  with  Sheriffs. 


To  A.  Ct.  Foster.  ■ 

Ealeigh  Aug.  1,  1868. 
******* 

Great  dispondency  is  seen  in  every  thoughtful  man's 
face  hereabouts.  Holden's  peace  articles  take  with  nearly 
all  classes  in  this  region.  The  Governor  and  most  of  the 
prominent  Secessionists  differ  from  him. 

The  strength  of  the  army  consists  of  12  month  volun- 
teers. Their  term  of  service  will  expire  next  spring.  Will 
any  member  of  Congress  be  found  to  vote  for  another  ex- 
tension of  their  term  of  ser\dce  ?  This  period  is  not  too 
distant  to  be  undeserving  of  a  considerate  statesman's  at- 
tention. 

******* 

Who  is  to  be  vour  candidate  for  Congress  ?     From  what 
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I  hear  lately,  Mr.  Ashe  will  not  run  well  unless  he  shall 
satisfy  the  peojole  that  he  actively  and  earnestly  opposes 
many  of  the  Icadinii'  measures  of  the  last  Congress.  I 
have  no  douht  you  can  be  elected  if  you  desire  to  be. 

Thomasvii>le. 


To  Alfred  Broim. 

Raleigh  Aug.  1st  1863. 

Se'fmatters''*®  ^  *^'^^'^  ^^^^-  ^^offi'^^r  (High  Moffitt's  widow)  for  borrowed 
money  between  $1800  and  $1!)00.  I  have  on  hand  much 
more  money,  (confederate  currency)  than  will  pay  it. 
She  will  not  take  it — and  I  do  not  complain.  I  reed. 
Baiik  notes  of  her — but  I  am  confined  to  my  official  duties 
so  that  I  can  do  nothing  with  my  money.  I  have  $2000 
invested  in  N.  C.  8  per  cent  bonds.  I  would  give  her  these 
bonds  and  throw  in  the  difference  in  amt  but  she  knows 
nothing  of  State  bonds  and  is  unwilling  to  take  them.  It 
has  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  be  able  to  aid  me  in 
this  way.  I  would  give  to  any  body  who  would  take  up 
my  note  or  procure  my  credit  on  it,  twice  the  amount  of 
the  debt. — or  credit,  in  Confederate  currency,  new  issue. 
Don't  you  know  somebody  who  would  give  her  a  satisfac- 
tory bond  in  place  of  mine,  or  in  partial  payment  of  it 
upon  these  terms  ?  I  will  give  $2000  in  :N'.  C.  8  per  cent 
bonds  and  $400  in  Con.  Currency  new  issue,  for  my  note. 

Tf  you  can  aid  me  in  accomplishing  my  object,  I  shall 
be  very  greatly  obliged  to  you. 

I  believe  the  State  bonds  are  better  than  my  note, — but  I 
am  getting  old  and  want  to  feel  out  of  debt  before  I  die. 

In  view  of  the  disasters  which  have  of  late  l)ef alien  our 
arms — and  the  fact  the  term  of  service  of  the  best  of  our 
army — the  original  12  month  volunteers,  will  ex]nre  next 
S])ring,  I  iiud  uiaiiy  discreet  men  who  think  we  could  make 
better  terms  now  than  we  are  likely  to  be  able  to  obtain 
hereafter  and  who  urge  for  peace.     An  article  over  the 
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name  of  "Davidson"  ^  in  tlic  last  Standard  attracts  mncli 
attention. 


To  his  daughter. 

Raleigh   Aug.  3d,  1863. 
■X-  *****  * 

The  strenetb  of  the  anny  consists  in  tlie  veterans  who  Prediction  of  end 

^  ,  .  of  war.    Ideas  of 

volunteered  in  the  spring  of  1861,  who  were  required  to  public  feeling, 
serve  two  years  longer  by  the  Conscript  Act.  Their  term 
will  expire  next  spring.  ]N"o  member  of  Congress  will  dare 
require  longer  service  from  them  and  few  indeed  will  vol- 
untarily serve  longer.  The  war  must  end  by  that  time, 
if  there  be  any  wisdom  in  our  rulers — or  by  our  total  over- 
throw, or  some  other  contingency.  The  masses,  l^orth 
and  South  begin  to  feel  that  they  have  been  gaffed  and 
l)ut  in  the  ring  to  kill  each  other  long  enough  to  carry  out 
the  purposes  of  the  devilish  political  gamblers  who  put 
them  there.  The  war  can't  last  much  longer.  Want  of 
subsistence  and  the  returning  sanity  of  our  women  will 
contribute  much  to  close  it.  The  "last  dollar  and  last 
man"  men  abuse  Holden's  peace  articles,  but  the  fact  that 
he  has  the  largest  and  most  rapidly  increasing  circulation 
of  any  other  journal  in  the  State,  indicates  the  current  of 
public  opinion. 


To  Mrs.  D.  G.  ^Yorth. 

Raleigh  Aug.  3rd  1863. 
The  iDressure  of  paramount  duties  is  mv  excuse  for  so  Relating  to  private 

,,',„,       matters. 

Jong  postponing  an  answer  to  your  late  letter,  and  for  the 
brevity  of  this  answer. 

I  would  gladly  approve  your  harsh  plan,  if  it  were  prac- 
ticable.    The  agents  to  Europe    were  appointed    by    the 


'  The  articles  mentioned  were  written  bv  Lewis  Hanes. 
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Govr.  last  Fall.  Tliey  have  conducted  their  mission  thus 
far  to  his  entire  satisfaction.  Xo  others  are  needed.  There 
is  no  chance  within  my  knowledge  for  any  one  to  expatriate 
himself,  taking  with  him  his  family  or  property. 

My  greatest  anxiety  for  David  has  been  a  fear  that  un- 
due sensitiveness  to  diseased  public  opinion,  would  make 
him  voluntarily  enter  the  army,  where  he  is  physically  un- 
able to  perform  the  services  required  of  a  soldier  and  in 
which  service  he  would  probably  forfeit  his  life.  I  have 
ne\'er  doubted  that  in  some  legitimate  way  he  could  be  kept 
out  of  the  service  provided  he  did  not  voluntarily  enter  it. 
I  am  now  rejoiced  to  believe  that  there  is  now  no  danger 
that  a  false  sense  of  honor  will  force  him,  into  the  army. 

You  will  have  learned  that  the  Govr.  has  appointed  him 
Salt  Comr.  in  place  of  Brother  M.  resigned.  This  appeared 
to  me  the  most  eligible  practical  scheme  of  accomplishing 
the  object.  It  is  an  honorable  position — the  more  so  be- 
cause of  the  difficulties  and  responsibilities  of  the  position. 
— It  will  so  fully  occupy  his  thoughts  and  time,  that  I  hope 
it  brings  relief  to  his  heart  disease,  re-produced,  I  fear,  by 
over  anxiety  and  too  much  leisure  to  reflect  on  the  horrors 
of  this  diabolical  war.  As  the  head  of  this  concern  he 
ought  [not]  to  be  an  overseer  of  the  laborers.  He  should 
])lan  the  machine  and  run  it  by  subordinates.  I  hope  it 
will  rouse  his  ambition  to  make  it  succeed. 

You  fear  Wilmington  may  be  taken  and  with  its  fall, 
his  commission  would  no  longer  protect  him.  In  this  con- 
tingency he  would  still  be  employed  for  a  considerable  time 
in  settling  up  the  concern  and  might  possibly  find  some 
other  point  on  the  Coast  further  South  to  operate — or  go 
wdth  his  teams  and  men  to  Saltville,  Va.  If  none  of  these 
contingencies  shall  occur  it  will  be  because  of  the  absolute 
compiest  of  the  Country  and  consequently  the  end  of  the 
war. 

Prediction  of  eii.i-        ^'li('  strength  of  the  arniv  consists  in  the  veterans  who 

liiK  of  the  war.  . 

volunteered  for  12  months  m  the  Spring  of  1861,  who  were 
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required  tO'  ferve  two  years  longer  by  the  Conscript  Act. 
Their  term  will  expire  next  Spring.  Xo  member  of  Con- 
gTess  will  dare  require  longer  service  from  them  and  few 
indeed  will  voluntarily  serve  longer.  The  war  must  end 
by  that  time,  by  negotiation  before  that  time,  if  there  be 
any  wisdom  in  our  rulers — or  by  our  total  overthrow,  or 
some  other  contingency.  The  masses  ISTorth  and  South  be- 
gin to  feel  that  they  have  been  gaffed  and  put  in  the  ring 
to  kill  each  other  long  enough  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of 
the  devilish  political  gamblers  who  put  theiu  there.  The 
war  can't  last  much  longer.  Want  of  subsistence  and  the 
returning  sanity  of  our  women  will  contribute  much  to 
close  it. — The  "last  dollar  and  last  man"  men  abuse  HoT 
den's  peace  article,  but  the  fact  that  he  has  the  largest 
and  most  rapidly  increasing  circulation  of  any  other  Jour- 
nal in  the  State,  indicates  the  current  of  public  opinion. 

I  have  written  four  times  as  much  as  I  had  time  to  write. 

Cheer  up  and  hope  that  Providence  has  in  store  for  you 
and  David  and  jour  children  the  happy  year  which  I  am 
sure  you  deserve. 

I  intend  to  go  to  Harnett  Court.  I  ought  to  go  to  Mont- 
gomery and  Randolph  Supr.  Courts,  to  my  plantation — to 
Wilmington  to  help  David — I  can't  do  it.  Which  will  be 
omitted  I  can't  now  decide. 


To  Daniel  G.  FoivJe.^ 

Raleigh  Aug  5/63. 
In  the  organization  of  the  troops  for  home  defence,  I  Recommendation 

~  .  ^  ■         ot^oahRusl^. 

have  understood  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  Govr.  to  appoint 

^  Daniel  G.  Fowle,  of  Beaufort  county.  He  was  a  lawyer  before 
the  war  and  was  a  Whig.  He  entered  the  army  as  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel of  the  31st  N.  C.  Regiment,  but  resigned  to  become  Adjutant 
General  of  the  State.  He  was  appointed  a  Provisional  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  1865,  was  elected  to  the  same  office  by  the  Legis- 
lature.    He  became  (lovernor  in  1889  and  died  in  office. 
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the  officers  from  the  men  composing  this  service.  It  seems 
to  me  lie  will  find  among  them  none  fit  for  field  officers  and 
that  he  will  change  this  purpose. — If  so  allow  me  to  rec- 
ommend Noah  Kush,  of  the  63rd  Kegt.  for  Major  or  Col. — 
He  is  abont  44  years  old :  was  long  a  Col.  of  militia — re- 
signed and  raised  a  Co.  of  12  month  volunteers — After  the 
passage  of  the  Conscript  Act  resigned — and  is  now  liable 
to  conscription.  He  is  an  upright  man : — would  be  highly 
acceptable  to  the  men  and  from  his  experience  in  actual 
service  has  just  pretensions  to  fitness.  He  served  in  the 
38th  Regt.  and  says  he  can  procure  testimonials  as  to  fit- 
ness for  the  position  from  Col.  J.  Hoke  and  Col.  O.  H. 
Dockery. 

I  suppose  the  Prest.  will  excuse  from  conscription  a  suffi- 
cient number,  who  have  seen  service,  to  supply  officers. 


dation. 


To  Col.  Noah  Bush. 

Raleigh  Aug  6/63. 
UTslTrec"mm!fn-  ^  learned  soon  after  I  saw  you,  that  the  Govr.  designed 
to  appoint  the  field  officers  for  the  militia  for  home  defence, 
from  the  men  liable  to  this  service,  but  in  many  instances 
I  think  he  will  not  find  men  fit  to  fill  these  positions.  I 
have  presented  this  view  to  the  Adjt.  Genl  in  a  written 
communication  and  recommended  your  appointment  as 
^fajor  or  Co\.,  suggesting  that  the  Prest.,  on  the  ajiplica- 
tion  of  the  Govr.,  would  probably  excuse  you  from  con- 
scription, in  order  that  the  militia  for  home  defence  might 
have  the  benefit  of  your  experience.    ■ 

When  the  men  composing  the  Regt.  shall  be  organized, 
if  you  can  contrive  to  get  thein  to  ask  for  your  a]i]ioint- 
mciit,  it  would  ii'rcatlv  strcniii'then  vour  chances  of  success. 
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To  John  M.  ^Yorth. 

EAEEKiii  Aug.  0th  1863. 
From  what  I  can  2;ather    of  popular    feelins;  over    the  Reiatintr  to  HoWcn 

'^  1       '~  •         n  •     a'ld  the  peice 

State,  the  masses,  and  many  of  the  best  and  most  mtelli-  movemeut. 
gent  citizens  symj)athize  with  the  Standard.  His  vastly 
increasing  subscription  list  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence. 
The  information  from  the  rank  and  file  in  the  arni}^  is  so 
contradictory,  invariably  taking  its  color  from  the  sources 
from  which  it  is  derived,  that  I  can  come  to  no  satisfactory 
conclusion. 

I  do  not  regard  the  Standard  to  have  created  this  feeling. 
It  is  merely  the  escape  valve  through  which  the  repressed 
strain  escapes.  I  think  the  torrent  is  irresistable  and  that 
any  obstacle  employed  to  arrest  it,  will  be  swept  away. 
Those  who  deem  it  likely  to  do  mischief,  if  I  am  right  in 
this  view,  should  direct  their  efforts  to  guiding  the  storm, 
rather  than  arresting  it.  Mere  denunciation  of  its  editor 
only  increases  the  tempest. 

The  editor  has  always  understood  the  popular  mind  bet- 
ter than  anybody  else  and  always  keeps  up  the  right  sail  to 
catch  the  breeze.  It  was  so  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago. 
Secession  had  swept  over  the  State  like  an  avalanche.  He 
had  bent  before  the  storm.  He  went  into  the  Convention — 
voted  that  the  separation  was  final  and  the  "Last  man  and 
the  last  dollar"  in  preference  to  reconstruction.  Democ- 
racy, of  the  secession  stripe,  put  her  feet  on  his  neck  and 
the  neck  of  all  others,  not  of  the  original  parcel,  and  the 
whole  State,  so  far  as  her  public  men  may  be  called  the 
State,  became  submissive  vassals  of  the  dominant  jiowers. 
Xot  a  newspaper  or  public  meeting  in  the  State  thought 
of  opposition.  Holden  understood  the  unexpressed  senti- 
ments of  the  masses.  He  put  the  name  of  Graham  at  the 
head  of  his  paper  but  Gov.  Graham  Avould  not  run.  He, 
then,  all  alone  raised  the  name  of  Vance. ^    Public  meetings 


1  Mr.   Worth  makes  a   mistake   here.       The   first  nomination  of 
Vance  was  made  by  the  Fayetteviile  Observer. 
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endorsed  his  nomination.  The  result  of  the  election  both 
as  to  Gov.  and  the  Legislature  was  the  beginning  of  a 
Connter-re volution  and  showed  the  keen  sagacity  of  Holden 
as  to  the  real  sentiments  of  the  people.  The  Gov,  and  the 
Legislature  stood  pretty  square  on  the  Conservative  Plat- 
form ''The  last  man  and  the  last  dollar"  rather  than  recon- 
struction. Ilolden  was  himself  committed  to  it,  but  he  be- 
lieved the  masses  were  for  reconstruction ;  and  while  he  dis- 
avows it  as  yet,  is  slowly  shaping  his  sails  for  this  current. 
It  is  not  yet  formed  but  he  believes  the  elements  are  pent 
up,  and  that  the  gale  in  this  direction  will  soon  set  in  and 
blow  a  tempest.  He  will  be  ready  to  ride  on  the  storm.  I 
draw  this  inference,  not  from  anything  he  has  said,  but 
from  the  fact  that  his  worst  enemies  who  are  not  stupid, 
accord  to  him  superior  understanding,  great  sagacity,  and 
his  demand  for  peace  movements,  on  any  other  supposition, 
are  absurd.  Many  who  are  largely  interested  in  slave  prop- 
erty, besides  the  masses,  are  asking  themselves  wdiether  we 
can  much  longer  maintain  the  war.  Our  currency  is  now 
worth  less  than  8  cents  on  the  dollar.  Our  original  twelve 
months  volunteers,  constrained  by  conscription,  now  the 
strength  of  our  army,  will  be  entitled  to  their  discharge 
next  spring.  Will  Congress  dare  compel  their  further  ser- 
vice ?  Or  will  they  further  submit  to  it  ?  Many  believe, 
•  among  whom  is  Holden,  that  we  will  be  vanquished,  and 

that  now,  with  a  large  army  in  the  field  and  a  large  peace 
party  at  the  ISTorth,  anxious  for  reconstruction,  on  the  basis 
of  the  present  Constitution,  protecting  our  property  in 
slaves,  a  treaty  could  Ix?  made,  avoiding  the  emancipation 
and  confiscation  which  must  ensue  if  our  arms  fail,  and 
which  is  likely  to  occur  at  an  early  day  if  we  should  be  suc- 
cessful. We  think  Pres.  Davis  and  his  cabinet  will  accept 
^  no  peace  unless  forced  to  do  it  by  the  expression  of  popular 
opinion  in  and  out  of  the  army,  Now  I  have  been  a  waif 
since  the  proclamation  of  Lincoln,  in  favor,  heart  and  soul 
of  my  own  section,  so  long  as  there  was  no  other  chance. 
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only  to  light,  but  always  believing  that  peace  was  practi- 
cable on  terms  that  were  honorable  and  far  better  for  both 
sections  than  the  continuance  of  the  war.  I  am  far  from 
feeling  any  hostility  to  Holden,  but  in  great  doubt  whether 
the  plans  he  is  shadowing  out,  are  the  best  or  not,  but  it  is 
unjust  and  absurd  to  say  Holden  is  a  traitor.  And  it  is 
also  impolitic.  He  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  state  of  pub- 
lic opinion.  His  reasoning  should  be  met  by  those  who 
disapprove  it,  by  reason — not  denunciation.  I  have  writ- 
ten this  long  letter  because  I  fear  that  you  and  Shubal  are 
too  freely  indulging  in  too  bitter  epithets  against  Holden. 
They  will  frustrate  your  own  object,  and  remembering 
that  violent  revolutionary  passions  are  now  smouldering, 
there  is  no  principle  of  honor  or  patriotism,  which  justifies 
you  in  exposing  yourself  to  personal  hazard,  unless  it  be  in 
the  employment  of  means  wdiich  in  your  judgment,  are 
likely  to  arrest  the  evil.  Abuse  of  Holden  and  those  who 
take  his  paper,  in  my  ojoinion,  will  only  be  adding  fuel  to 
the  flame  which  you  wish  to  extinguish  and  at  the  same 
time  exposing  you  to  worse  than  useless  personal  danger. 

Shubal  occupies  a  position  of  distinguished  honor  and 
responsibility,  requiring  the  exercise  of  the  highest  degree 
of  prudence.  I  shall  be  delighted  if  he  can  get  through 
with  his  duties  with  success.  With  you  I  should  prefer  a 
position  in  the  ranks  of  the  army  as  far  less  hazardous  and 
less  odious.  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  on  him  the  ne- 
cessity of  prudence  and  fearing  that  you  too  partake  of  his 
impetuosity  of  feeling,  I  have  hoped  that  this  long  letter 
may  call  your  attention  to  aspects  of  the  subject  which  you 
may  not  have  duly  considered. 

If  the  enemy  shall  not  be  threatening  a  raid  here,  I  pro- 
pose to  be  at  Asheboro  by  the  mail  buggy  next  Friday  week 
on  mv  way  to  Trov. 
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To  Jesse  G.  Hensliaw. 

Kaleigh  Aug.  lltli  1S6S. 

*  *  -:r  *  *  *  * 

KeiatiiiK  to  ix)si-  I  havc  ordorod  the  standard  to  the  parties  mentioned. 

lion  of  N'anceas  to  .    .  .  „  i   •        i 

ihfwar.  Gov.  \   s  ]iosition  IS  that  he  said  nothing  beiore  his  elec- 

tion that  Mr.  Ildlden  and  others  advocated  his  election,  in- 
sisting that  he  wonld  press  the  war  Avith  more  vigor  than 
Johnston — that  after  his  election  he  was  pressed  by  his 
leading  siip])orters  to  sustain  them  J)y  a  strong  position  for 
prosecuting  the  Avar,  Avhieh  position  he  took  with  apparent 
approbation  of  the  whole  State,  and  that  he  cannot  with 
honor  or  consistency,  change  the  position  on  acconnt  of  the 
reverses  our  arms  have  sustained.  You  need  not  fear  there 
is  any  effect  produced  on  him  by  the  flattery  of  the  war 
Democrats  or  the  slightest  danger  of  any  coalition  between 
him  and  them.  He  hates  Secession  and  its  advocates  as 
heartily  as  yon  or  I,  but  has  less  horror  of  war  than  we 
have.  His  course  is  consistent  and  springs  from  a  high 
sense  of  honor.  It  is  more  consistent  than  Holden's,  but 
not  so  acceptable  to  the  people.  The  misfortune  is  that  the 
Confederate  authorities  Avill  not  make  peace  on  practicable 
terms  until  the  people  make  manifest  their  purpose,  and 
this  will  not  do  until  the  army  demands  peace.  The  people 
at  home  demand  peace  on  almost  any  terms. 


To  Joseph  A.  ^yo)■th. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  IStli  1863. 


*  -X-  -:■:-  *  *  * 


influeiice  and  The  jiolitical  elements  are  in  bad  hx  in  this  State.     The 

effect  of  the  stand-  „  ,i  •  i 

ard.  masses  ar<'  tor  ])eace  on  (uiij  teiiiis.    Holden  knows  this  and 

his  pa])er  takes  like  wildfire.  He  says  his  subscription  list 
has  increased  25  ])er  cent  since  17  -Tuly,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
it.  'I'lio  (lov.  stands  firmly  l)y  the  ])osition  taken  by  him 
ill  liis  inauuui'id.     The  sidit  is  uufortunate.     There  is  ni> 
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nobler  spirit  in  iST.  C.  than  Gov.  V's  but  the  masses  are  de- 
termined the  war  shall  cease.  As  soon  as  this  spirit  extends 
from  the  people  to  the  army,  the  end  will  come. 

I  believe  we  shall  have  a  worthless  government  if  we  be- 
come independent,  and  am  fur  peace  on  any  terms  not  hu- 
miliating-— but  have  nothing  to  say. 

There  is  no  man  whom  I  so  much  admire  as  Gov.  V.  but 
his  feelings  are  more  pugnacious  than  mine.  I  believe 
there  is  no  virtue  in  the  ruling  powers,  North  and  South, 
and  don't  feel  like  fighting  in  such  a  contest. 


To  Jesse  G.  Henshaw. 

Raleigh  Aug.  2Jf,  1863. 
******* 

I  hardly  know  whether  I  am  in  favor  of  the  peace  meet-  pe^ace  nfovei^Kint. 
ings  or  not.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
President  and  his  advisers  will  not  make  peace,  if  not 
forced  into  it  by  the  masses  and  the  privates  in  the  army. 
Their  cry  echoed  by  almost  every  press  is :  ''Independence, 
or  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar."  The  !N^orth  will  not 
make  peace  on  the  basis  of  Independence.  The  real  ques- 
tion which  nobody — not  even  Holden — will  squarely  pre- 
sent is,  shall  we  fight  on  with  certain  desolation  and  im- 
poverishment and  probable  ultimate  defeat;  or  make  peace 
on  the  basis  of  reconstruction  ?  ISTearly  every  public  man — 
every  journal,  political  and  religious,  and  every  politician, 
in  the  fervor  of  their  patriotism,  has  vociferously  declared 
in  favor  of  ''the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar"  cry.  These 
classes  cannot  be  consistent  unless  they  still  cry  war.  Many 
believe  the  masses  in  their  saner  hours,  never  approved  the 
war  and  would  rather  compromise  on  the  basis  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  U.  S.  with  such  additional  securities  againsi" 
any  future  rupture  as  could  be  agreed  on.  If  there  be  any 
sense  in  peace  meetings  they  mean  reconstruction.     They 

17 
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iiiav  ratlar  do  iniseliief  if  they  are  not  so  imposing  as  to 
force  the  administration  to  reconstruction.  They  will  be 
inii)otent  and  mischievous  if  the  army  is  still  for  war  to  the 
last  man  and  the  last  dollar.  I  do  not  know  the  sentiments 
of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army. 

I  am  for  peace  on  ahnost  any  terms  and  fear  we  shall 
never  have  it  until  the  Yankees  dictate  it.  Upon  the  whole 
1  would  not  go  into  a  peace  meeting  now  or  advise  others 
to  go  into  one,  particularly  in  Randolph — but  I  have  no 
repugnance  to  them  in  other  places  and  see  no  other  chance 
to  get  to  an  early  end  of  this  wicked  war,  but  by  the  action 
of  the  masses  who  have  the  fighting  to  do.  If  an  open  rup- 
ture occur  between  Gov.  V.  and  Mr.  Holden,  it  will  be 
ruinous  to  us.  There  ought  to  be  none  and  I  trust  there 
Avill  be  none.  There  is  no  difference  between  them  that 
justifies  a  breach.  The  Governor  concedes  the  right  of  the 
people  to  h(»ld  meetings  and  express  their  wishes,  but  he 
■deems  such  meetings  inexpedient  and  tending  to  dissatis- 
faction and  disorganization  in  the  army  and  that  no  hon- 
oralfie  peace  can  be  made,  after  we  cease  to  present  a 
strong  military  front.  The  Gov.  acts  consistently  and  in 
the  eminent  difficult  position  he  occupied,  I  doubt  whether 
any  pilot  could  manage  the  crippled  ship  in  such  a  storm 
with  morc^  skill.  Rt  ])ress  all  expressions  of  dissatisfaction 
against  him.  He  values  the  extravagant  eulogiums  of  the 
fire-eaters  at  their  worth.  They  are  playing  an  adroit 
game.  They  would  get  up  dissention  between  the  Gov. 
and  Iloldcn  and  then  l)reak  u])  the  Conservative  party  and 
seize  the  helm  of  Government. 

New  Salem. 
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To  D.  B.  Becl-erdite.^ 

Raleigh  Aug  24/ 6S. 

Yours  of  the  l-tth  inst.  came  to  hand  some  days  ago  fo" adviJehow\^o' 
Although  I  could  conceive  of  plan  by  which  I  could  have  servfre.""'"^^^ 
you  as  you  desire,  my  feelings  of  regard  for  you,  height- 
ened by  the  good  sense  and  good  taste  of  your  letter,  have 
made  me  delay  mv  answer  a  little,  to  enable  me  to  consult 
a  friend  whose  position  would  enable  him  to  suggest  a 
remedy  for  you,  if  any  exist.  After  consultation  we  can 
conceive  of  no  relief  for  you.  I  know  of  no  instance  of  late 
where  a  soldier,  able  for  duty,  has  been  allowed  to  be  de- 
tailed from  the  army  unless  he  had  some  mechanical  skill 
in  some  trade  necessary  to  provide  supplies  for  the  army. 
Even  these,  once  in  the  army,  are  rarely  allowed  to  pursue 
their  trades  even  for  the  government. 

]\Iost  gladly  would  I  advise  and  aid  you,  if  I  knew  how 
to  do  so.  I  have  always  thought  and  still  think  that  there 
has  been  no  time,  not  excepting  the  present,  when  peace 
could  not.  be  made,  on  terms  not  degrading,  but  far  better 
for  us  than  a  continuance  of  this  desolating  war,  whatever 
may  be  its  final  issue,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  hope  that 
peace  will  be  sought  by  the  present  authorities  on  any  at- 
tainable terms.  God  gTant  that  in  some  way  you  may  be 
allowed  in  some  way  to  enjoy  in  peace  the  comforts  of 
home. 

Do  the  rank  and  file  concur  in  the  resolutions  of  the  X. 
C.  officers,  lately  adopted  at  Orange  C.  H.  Va  ^ 

RicHMoxD,  Va. 


To 

Ealeigh  a  iirj  27/63 
]\Iy  Dear  Grover 

Yours  of  the  25th  inst.  is  reed.     The  new  X.  C.  6s  are 
all  of  equal  value — and  yon  made  an  excellent  trade.     It 


^  A  member  of  Co.  G,  46th  N.  C.  Regiment. 
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is  nearly  impossible  to  get  a  State  bond  at  any  price.  I 
deem  your  in\'estment  about  as  safe  as  any  thing,  excepting 
laud  and  am  not  sure  it  is  not  as  good  as  land.  I  prefer 
land,  of  good  quality,  to  any  tiling  we  can  get,  but  to  have 
as  many  strings  to  my  bow  as  possible,  I  am  dividing  my 
investment  between  lands,  cotton  and  State  bondt.  I  have 
a  partial  arrangement  to  buy  cotton  at  50  cts  in  Montgom- 
ery County.  If  I  shall  be  able  to  get  more  than  I  want  at 
this  price,  would  you  like  to  take  any  '\  If  so,  how  much  ? 
Answer  to  Asheboro.  I  leave  for  there  to-day  and  will  go 
thence  to  Montgomery  and  shall  engage  all  I  can  get  at 
this  price  with  a  view  to  let  you  have  a  part  if  you  want  it. 
I  can  sell  it  here  at  60. 

Your  account  of  the  sickness  of  \word  illegihie]  and 
general  sickness  in  Wilmington  is  distressing.  We  are 
all  well. 

[P.  S.] — If  you  should  wish  to  buy  land  you  can  do  it 
to  a  better  advantage  with  yr  State  bonds  than  with  cur- 
rencv.     I  Avould  not  sell  them. 


To  Archibald  McLean. 

Kaleigh  Sep.  10th  1863. 
Aceojint  of  wreck-       I  showed  your  letter  to  the  Govr.  who  was  under  the  im- 

111^  ot  nevvspajier  '^ 

ofhces  in  HiikMKh.  pi-ession  that  Mr.  Draugham  had  been  appointed  Col. — To 
be  certain  I  went  to  the  Adjt  Genl's  office,  where  I  learne^^ 
that  he  had  been  appointed.  I  found  there  the  bearer  of 
the  memorial,  urging  the  appointment  of  Col.  Murchison. 
Ho  yielded  to  your  suggestion  that  Draugham  should  be 
Col. — Mr.  Murchison  Lieut.  Col. — and  that  the  Major 
should  be  from  Robeson. 

A  Ga.  Regi.  on  their  way  from  Va.  South  staid  here  last 
uiiilit  and  mol)bed  iroldcu's  office — Govr.  V.  arrived  in 
liuK'  to  arrest  their  ]iroceedings  by  an  address  to  them — 
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At  7  o'clock  this  morning  the  town  bell  summoned  a  crowd 
of  citizens  who  marched  to  Spelman's  office^  and  broke  out 
all  the  windows,  and  cast  the  type  into  the  street,  broke 
up  his  press,  etc.  Govr.  V.  was  sent  for,  addressed  the 
crowd  and  prevailed  on  the  desist  from  further  action, 
otherwise  I  suppose  Syme's^  office  would  have  fared  like- 
wise—They separated  noiselessly,  excepting  giving  lusty 
cheers  for  Holden.  It  is  said  that  other  Regts.  are  on  the 
way  who  have  sworn  to  hang  Holden.  All  is  quiet  now, 
but  passion  and  deep  determination  are  smouldering  imder 
a  calm  exterior.  I  believe  a  large  majority  of  this  com- 
munity will  fight  for  Holden  much  in  preference  to  fight- 
ing for  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Fayetteville. 


To  A.  M.  Tomlinsoiv.. 

Ealeigh,  Sep.  10th,  1863. 
Last  niffht  a  regiment  of  Georgia  troops,  attacked  Hoi-  Accountofwreck- 

*-'*-'  o  i    /  ^     jj^g.  Qf  newspaper 

den's  office,  scattered  his  type  in  the  streets,  tore  up  his  offices  in  Raieigh. 
books,  etc.  They  were  on  their  way  by  R.  R.  from  Va.  to 
the  South  and,  it  is  said,  were  detained  here  by  their  offi- 
cers for  this  purpose.  Gov.  Vance  was  sent  for  by  the 
Police  and  arrested  the  work  by  addressing  the  soldiers.  I 
understand  the  press  is  not  broken.  The  type  were  scat- 
tered in  the  street.  Hands  are  sifting  them  out  of  the 
dust.  The  publication  of  the  paper  will  probably  be  soon 
resumed.  The  damage  is  said  to  be  about  $1000.  It  is 
rumored  that  many  other  regiments  now  on  their  way  have 
sworn  to  hang  Holden.  About  seven  o'clock  this  morning 
a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Raleigh  assembled  at  the 
ringing  of  the  town  hall  bell,  proceeded  to  Spelman's 
office,  and  cast  his  type  into  the  street,  broke  his  press  and 

'  The  publisher  of  the  State  Journal. 

2  The  publi-hers  of  the  Raleigh  Conservative,  which  was  regarded  as 
the  organ  of  the  State  administration. 
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completely  gutted  his  otlice.  Gov.  V.  was  again  sent  for 
and  addressed  them,  remonstrating  against  mob  violence 
and  urging  tlie  crowd  to  disperse  without  further  violence. 
They  quietly  dispersed,  cheering  lustily  for  Holden  as 
they  left.  All  is  apparently  quiet  now,  but  violent  pas- 
sions are  smouldering  under  a  calm  exterior,  and  a  spark 
would  explode  the  magazine.  JSTo  time  to  say  more.  Oh 
that  wc  could  have  peace  on  almost  any  terms ! 


To  WcrlJi  and  Daniel.^ 

Kaleigh,  Sepi.  13th  1S63. 
Roiatinfr  to  private      I  presume  you  failed  to  get  the  cotton  about  which  you 

business.  ±  ^  o  j 

wrote  me  to  Asheboro.  I  would  like  to  know-  (Confiden- 
tially). The  State  is  authorizing  purchases  at  60  cts,  and 
a  few  cents  more  for  large  lots,  taking  the  cotton  at  the 
place  of  purchase.  S.  S.  J."  went  from  Troy  where  we 
could  buy  none,  tn  Anson  and  Richmond.  Got  a  little — 
less  than  I  wanted — at  50  cts,  I  furnishing  the  rope  and 
bagging.     It  is  in  the  seed. 

The  principal  broker  tells  me  to-day,  he  is  paying  120 
premium  for  our  new  six  per  cent  bonds.  You  could  there- 
fore make  50  per  cent  on  your  purchase — but  I  think  you 
had  better  not  sell  until  you  see  where  you  can  invest. — 

I  have  no  decent  clothes  for  the  winter,  excepting  an 
overcoat,  (^an  you  get  cloth  and  trimmings  to  make  me  a 
coat,  pants  and  vest — good  black — and  needful  trimmings, 
for  $300  or  less  I  If  so,  buy  it  for  me.  If  you  can't  get 
the  black,  any  other  color,  except  light  gray,  will  do.  I 
want  good  (piality — or  none. 

Ibcw  is  David  coming  on  with  his  salt  works?  Has  he 
uiado  auy  ro])ort  as  to  last  month's  operations,  as  required 

'  The  tiim  of  Worth  &  Daniel  was  composed  of  David  G.  Worth 
and  N.  G.  Daniel. 

^  S.  S.  Jackson,  his  son-in-law. 
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by  law  {  Br.  M.  iieg'lected  this.  I  would  comply  with  the 
law.  If  nothing  definite  can  be  reported,  give  some  brief 
explanation  why  it  cannot  be  done  and  some  general  in- 
formation as  to  the  quantity  made,  the  amount  you  are 
selling,  the  future  prospects,  etc.  The  Genl.  Assembly 
will  meet  in  Xov.  and  Avill  be  sure  to  call  for  these  re- 
l^orts.  If  you  examine  with  care  the  ordinances  I  sent 
you,  you  will  see  these  reports  are  required. 

The  city  is  quiet  but  fire  smoulders  nnderneath  the  ex-  Aftairs  in  Raieigh. 
terior.  An  immense  majority  of  the  population  are  more 
anxious  to  fight  for  Holden  than  for  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy. The  action  of  the  Govr.  is  attributed  to  the 
manifestations  of  the  citizens  here  and  the  resolutions  of 
the  commission  of  army  ofiicers  at  Orange  Court  House, 
recommending  the  suppression  of  the  Standard  by  a  mob — 
if  it  cannot  be  done  by  law.  The  Govr.  has  acted  man- 
fully and  courageously  in  suppressing  both  mobs. 

Will  David  take  $2000  in  Is".  C.  6  per  cent  bonds  for 
Julia  and  Woody  since  they  have  been  in  my  service.  I 
will  give  it  for  them.  He  must  answer  looking  exclusively 
to  his  own  interest  and  not  consulting  my  wishes,  for  iu 
fact  I  had  as  leave  have  the  bonds  as  the  negroes. 


To  Floyd  J  id  i  an. 

Kaleigh  Sept.  13th  1863. 

Your  letter  dated  2Tth  Aug.  and  postmarked  Sept.  12th  towardlhe*" 
was  received  to-day  inquiring  whether  I  had  written  to     ' 
any  of  my  friends  to  get  subscribers  to  the  Standard  since 
its  advocacy  of  peace  meetings. 

I  answer  that  in  w^riting  to  a  friend  on  other  business 
some  weeks  ago,  but  whether  before  or  since  his  advocacy 
of  peace  meetings  I  do  not  remember,  I  did  express  my 
wish  that  the  circulation  of  that  paper  should  be  extended 
and  I  think  it  probable  that  I  asked  him  to  carry  out  this 
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view,  if  he  approved  it.  In  the  general  conduct  of  his 
paper  the  views  of  the  editor  seem  more  coinciding  with 
mine  than  those  of  any  other  paper  which  I  see.  As  to 
the  peace  meetings  I  have  never  encouraged  the  holding 
of  one — but  I  am  in  favor  of  peace  and  of  those  who  have 
the  courage  to  advocate  it.  I  have  been  a  constant  reader 
of  the  Standard  both  before  and  since.  I  approved  its 
general  tone  and  have  never  seen  in  it  any  thing  of  the 
traitorous  character  which  its  enemies  impute  to  it.  I  be- 
lieve the  purposes  of  the  editor  are  patriotic — but  I  fear 
that  the  peace  and  anti-peace  meetings  have  done  no  good — 
but  probably  mischief.  In  the  single  instance  to  which  I 
refer  in  which  I  asked  a  friend  to  extend  the  circulation 
of  the  paper,  it  was  done,  not  at  the  instance  of  the  editor, 
but  because  I  hoped  it  would  do  good  and  I  now  think 
there  is  no  paj)er  in  the  State  which  has  done  so  much  as 
the  Standard,  of  late,  to  uphold  the  principles  of  civil  lib- 
erty : — but  I  wish  it  understood  that  since  I  came  into  the 
Treasury  I  have  devoted  my  attention  to  the  appropriate 
duties,  and  have  avoided  participating  in  the  party  move- 
ments going  on  in  any  way  whatever,  unless  it  may  be 
deemed  an  exception  that  in  writing  to  an  old  friend  I 
encouraged  him  to  increase  the  subscription  list  of  the 
Standard. 

New  Salem. 


To  B.  a.  Worth. 

Kaleigii  Sept.  loth  186S. 
Relating  to  condi-        Yr  letter  of  the  13th  aud  one  of    the  same  date    from 

tioiis  111  Randolph. 

David,  apprising  me  of  his  improvement,  gave  me  the  first 
notice  of  his  illness.  To-day  yours  of  the  12th  came  to 
liaiid. 

I   li()])(!  he  coiitiimcs  to  iiii])r()ve.     Anxious  as  I  was  on 
one  account  to  get  for  him  his  present  position,  I  should 
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not  have  sought  it,  could  I  have  foreseen  that  Brother  M. 
would  leave  before  he  entered  on  his  duties  and  stay  away 
so  long.  I  greatly  fear,  as  you  and  I  always  have,  the 
closing  up  of  his  business  and  I  suppose  that  one  set  of 
accounts  will  be  run  into  the  other  that  they  can  never 
be  distingTiished.  Shubal's  anxiety  to  avoid  employing  a 
substitute  which  he  seems  to  regard  as  unbecoming  him, 
left  him  to  seek  his  present  position  which  I  regard  as 
more  dangerous  and  less  honorable  than  the  rank  and 
file  and  Br.  M.  wisely  fears  to  trust  him  to  carry  out  his 
undertaking.  When  I  left  Asheboro  he  had  been  able  to 
get  no  more  men  than  were  sufficient  to  guard  the  arms 
and  powder — the  County  was  full  of  deserters  and  not 
one  of  the  new  conscripts  had  answered  the  call — and 
nearly  every  man  in  the  County,  from  sympathy  or  ter- 
ror refused  to  take  any  steps  to  arrest  the  delinquents.  Br. 
M.  and  I  were  ardently  zealous  in  our  efforts  to  arrest 
and  denounced  those  not  concurring  with  them,  that  they 
knew  they  were  exposed  to  much  danger.  Their  plans 
were  to  place  small  squads  in  ambush  on  roads  frequented 
by  the  avowed  deserters  and  shoot  them  down.  They 
succeeded  in  shooting  down  three  of  them — two  killed — 
one  seriously  wounded.  The  men  shot  were  not  leaders 
and  were  shot  from  ambush,  the  whole  of  the  militia  run- 
ning immediately  after  they  fired.  I  have  not  heard  what 
effect  this  had  on  the  other  deserters  and  the  community. 
Another  part  of  the  plan  was  to  have  two  or  three  com- 
panies of  regTilars  sent  there.  I  think  they  have  been 
sent.  I  hope  good  results  but  greatly  fear  the  opposite. 
If  the  regulars  have  a  prudent  and  manly  commander, 
it  may  result  well — if  a  rash  and  silly  one,  the  matter  will 
grow  worse. 

The  enemies  of  Holden  here  are  almost  wild  and  feel- 
ing is  worked  up  among  the  community  which  would 
make  it  personally  hazardous  to  them  to  indulge  in  their 
usual  strain  of  abuse.      All  is  now  quiet — the  result  of 
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Govr.  Y.'s  heroic  and  maiilv  eli'orts,   but  we  stand  on  a 
magazine. 

I  continne  to  think  your  last  suggestion  is  very  good — 
probably  the  l)est  which  could  be  devised — having  cause 
to  cross  the  lines — but  for  the  expense  which  must  be  con- 
siderable and  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  pass-port  for  her. 
I  hear  that  our  Govr.  will  not  grant  a  pass-port.  Possibly 
on  the  recoimnendation  of  Genl.  Whiting,  if  he  would 
recommend,  one  might  be  obtained. 

I  have  invested  all  my  means  in  cotton  and  cannot  join 
you  in  the  invtstment  which  I  suppose  would  be  as  good 
or  better  than  the  one  I  have  made.  The  cotton  cost  me 
about  53  cuts  in  Anson  and  Richmond. 


From  Woiih  and  Daniel. 

Wilmington  23rd  Sept.  1863. 
Plans  for  sending        AVe  wrotc  vou  ou  vestcrday  in  regard  to  the  clothinii" 

cotton  through  the  '  '  e'  o  ^  ' 

blockade.  and  have  your  letter  of  the  21st    this  A.  M.    extending 

limits. 

If  you  are  not  in  too  much  of  a  hurry,  we  would  make 
a  suggestion  which  perhaps  if  you  can  carry  it  through 
would  be  better  than  any  other  j'ylan  we  know  of  to  get  the 
clothes  and  perhaps  many  other  needed  articles. 

Suppose  you  see  Gov.  Vance  or  the  proper  official  in 
Kaleigh  and  get  a  permit  to  ship  a  small  lot  of  cotton  by 
the  State  Ship  (Advance).  The  risk  we  hardly  regard 
as  amounting  to  anything.  She  is  fast  and  you  can  no 
doubt  get  the  ]iermit,  even  if  you  have  to  give  one-half  the 
])r(»coe(ls  as  fi-ciglit,  if  the  idea  meet  your  approval  and 
you  can  get  the  permit,  we  are  at  your  service  so  far  as 
shipping  the  cotton  is  concerned  or  any  other  service  con- 
nected with  it.  The  vessel  \v<'nt  down  some  days  auo  to 
go  out.      She   will   l)c  l)a('k   in   two  weeks,   probably   tliree. 
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and  it  may  be  that  it  will  take  two  months  from  present 
time  to  ship  cotton  bv  her  and  get  a  return. 


To 

Raleigh,  Sept.  2Jfth  1863. 
Cousix  Job 

I  have  inst   reed  vonrs  of  the    20th,     I  am  still    drv.  Ordering  a  keg  ox 

J  ^  "^      brandy. 

Send  me  the  keg  of  brand}'  by  Express — I  have  had  such 
villainous  luck  in  losing  the  article,  under  pretext  of  leak- 
age, stealing,  etc.,  that  I  want  you  to  be  careful  that  it 
is  in  a  good  keg — and  that  the  bearer  to  the  Express  is 
honest.  Few  have  honesty  enough  these  times  to  refrain 
from  stealing  liquor.     The  keg  had  better  be  boxed. 


From  J.  A.  Worth. 

Eayetteville  Sept.  26  1863. 

I  have  been  so  much  engaged  for  some  time  in  fact  all  ^nai  matters 
the  time,  that  I  hardly  know  what  I  do,  having  the  Poor 
House  crowd  to  look  after  and  then  the  balance  of  the 
poor  of  the  county,  it  keeps  me  at  work. 

If  I  can  make  out  to  get  through  this  war  without  the 
loss  of  all  I  have  I  shall  be  fully  satisfied.  I  make  all  the 
necessary  entries  on  my  books  about  wdiat  you  have  paid 
out  for  me  giving  you  credit  for  what  you  paid  for 
Hack,  etc. 

I  have  bought  more  of  the  swamp  land  in  Bladen  have 
now  over  1100  acres  of  the  best  swamp  I  ever  looked  at.  I 
shall  spend  much  of  my  time  there  this  fall.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  my  papers  from  the  Gov.  it  would  do  some  of 
the  Secessionists  [good]  to  see  me  in  the  field.  I  do  not 
have  much  idea  of  going  as  long  as  I  can  keep  out.  I  have 
got  Albert  a  good  and  I  think  permanent  situation  at  the 
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Arsenal.  So  much  that  he  has  concluded  to  take  a  wife. 
It  looks  like  a  poor  time  to  do  so,  but  I  think  it  will  at 
once  settle  his  mind  so  that  he  will  not  want  to  go  into  the 
army  again.  The  girl  he  proj)oses  to  marry  is  a  good  and 
worthy  girl. 

I  have  at  home  now  William  Stanton  completely  pros- 
trated with  a  slow  sort  of  typhoid  fever  from  the  swamps 
below  Wilmington.  I  much  fear  ho  will  not  recover.  I 
had  just  got  the  house  clear  (Carry  and  her  children  hav- 
ing left)  which  was  the  first  time  since  the  war  com- 
menced. 

I  learn  that  John  is  sick  at  Oaks,  and  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  him  home  at  any  time,  but  with  all  these 
things  I  am  still  the  same  and  hang  on  to  life  and  good 
humor  and  just  intend  to  be  so.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  all 
the  girls  down  to  the  wedding,  if  the  horses  are  taken  they 
can  come  on  foot  if  they  take  an  early  start. 


From  S.  8.  Jacl'soH: 

AsHEBORO,  :N'.  C.  Oct  3rd  1863. 
'  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  letter  from  J.  R.  Hargrove 
which  came  to  hand  by  the  last  mail.  I  enclose  so  you 
can  see  for  yourself.  I  have  written  him  to  buy  the  25 
bags  and  I  wall  let  him  know  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
whether  I  will  send  the  bagging  or  have  it  put  up  in 
Boards.  I  want  you  to  see  ]\'[r.  Devereux  the  State  Agent 
and  describe  the  cotton  and  find  out  what  is  the  maximum 
figure  he  will  give  for  the  lot  and  write  me  whether  it 
would  be  well  to  sell  at  this  present  figure,  or  wait  a  few 
weeks.  I  finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  man  to  go  and 
close  up  your  matter  of  Legrand's  but  had  to  give  a  big 
price  for  it.  I  feel  very  lonesome  here:  .  Tell  Elvira  I 
will  write  to  her  by  the  next  mail,  and  be  contented  and 
stay  her  visit  out.  I  hope  really  that  you  found  Sis  Mary 
better  when  you  got  home.     Love  to  all. 
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P.  S.  You  need  say  nothing  to  Mr.  George  Makepeace 
about  the  purchases  in  Anson  by  Hargrove,  for  if  you  do 
he  may  change  his  notion  and  would  want  nie  to  let  him 
have  the  purchase  and  thereby  cut  me  out  of  making  the 
j)rofits  if  there  is  any  in  it.  But  if  you  should  think  that 
there  is  no  profits  in  it  for  me,  then  if  you  think  proper 
you  can  mention  it  and  if  he  wants  it  he  can  have  it. 

I  think  however  that  I  can  make  something  by  the  trans- 
fer to  the  State,  if  not  now,  I  can  in  a  few  weeks  but  I 
shall  cheerfully  abide  whatever  you  may  think  best,  after 
having  made  this  inquirj'. 


[Enclosure] 
From  J.  R.  Hargrove  to  Sam  Jaclson,  Esqr. 

Wadesboeo^  Septemher  29th/63. 
We  made  but  slow  progress  in  buying  Cotton,  having 
bought  only  twenty  to  thirty  bags — at  60c.  Dr.  Watkins 
refuses  to  sell  at  any  price.  Mr.  LeGrand  promised  to  let 
me  hear  from  him.  I  can  buy  about  25  bags  now  in  the 
seed — if  you  will  take  it  j)ut  up  in  boards — or  can  furnish 
bagging.  It  is  about  4  miles  below  town — good  cotton,  in 
one  lot  if  you  say  take  it.  Write  soon.  The  State  has 
several  Agts  here  in  the  market. 


From  S.  S.  Jackson. 

AsHEBORO  E".  C,  Oct.  6th  1863. 

You  wall  oblige  by  going  to  Pomeroy's  or  Turner's  Book 
Store  and  get  me  a  copy  of  the  Pamphlets  containing  the 
Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  as  decided  by  our  Judge. 

You  recollect  that  I  gave  out  word  that  I  was  the  Agent 
to  sell  10,800  yds  Sheeting.  A  man  came  up  this  morn- 
ing and  wanted  to  buy  the  order  at  $1.75  per  yard,     xls 
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Makepeace  is  Iniviug  for  the  company,  could  you  get  him 
to  relieve  you  partially  of  the  trade  if  not  altogether  ?  All 
well. 


From  Worth  cC*  Daniel. 

WlLMIXC^TON,  X.  C,  Oct.  1S63. 
Relating  to  private       Your  Telegram  duly  received  also  your  letter  of   the 

business  matters.  o  ^  ^ 

li>th. 

While  David  was  in  Raleigh,  Mr.  Wiley  told  him  that 
bonds  could  be  disposed  of  at  $200.  This  was  the  occasion 
of  our  anxiety  to  sell,  I  doubted  at  the  time  if  Mr.  Wiley 
understood  what  Bonds  he  was  speaking  of,  We  have  now 
made  our  arrangement  with  one  of  our  Banks  to  supply 
us  with  what  funds  we  want  and  w^e  have  decided  not  to 
sell  until,  the  Bonds  commence  to  decline.  The  ''Advance" 
is  here,  the  tailor  who  expected  cloth  by  ber  is  about.  We 
can  buy  a  very  superior  cloth  from  another  party  at  $110 
per  yard.  The  last  auction  sale  out  done  all  previous  sales 
in  the  way  of  prices.  We  think  the  State  Treasurer  should 
wear  good  clothes,  anyhow,  so  you  may  be  sure  they  will 
come.     You  must  have  a  Sunday  suit. 


To  Thos.  J.  ^Yihon^ 

Raleigh  Nov.  3/63. 
I  have  ho])ed  for  peace  and  had  all  my  old  clothes 
patched  till  they  no  longer  become  the  Pub.  Tr.  of  X.  C. 
and  I  can  find  nothing  here  to  make  new  ones.  I  want  to 
get  enough  of  the  best  black  Salem  Jeans  to  make  coat  vest 
and  pants  for  myself  and  two  clerks — say  a  ])iecc — at  all 
events  enough  to  make  suit  for  myself. 


'  Thomas  J.  Wilson,  of  Forsyth  county,  was  a  lawyer.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  Ls61.  In  1874  he  was  made  a 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  Imt  was  unseated  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  was  a  State  Senator  in  187G. 
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Will  you  try  to  get  it  for  me  and  have  it  sent  by  So. 
Express  with  amt  of  bill 't 

I  wonld  write  direct  to  the  manufacturers  but  do  not 
know  their  present  address. 

Winston. 


Fro)ji  B.  G.  WortJi. 

Fayetteville,  X.  C.  A^ov.  18/63. 
I  was  do\\n  at  the  Kiver  ware  house  yesterday  and  found  a  personal  letter 

"  _  to  his  brother. 

there  to  my  gratification  on  your  account  two  barrels  of 
Alum  Salt  sent  up  perhaps  among  the  last  acts  of  our  de- 
parted brother.  Xo  bill  of  it  was  sent  as  I  suppose  and 
hence  no  one  kncAV  he  had  secured  it  for  you.  I  will  send 
it  up  to  Asheboro  if  1  can  possible  do  so.  i  have  not  yet 
felt  that  it  was  safe  to  go  down,  all  my  friends  in  Wilming- 
ton advising  me  not  to  come.  I  must  go  at  a  verv  carlv 
day  I  think.  I  go  with  a  heavy  heart.  I  had  expected 
that  time  would  lighten  the  load  of  grief,  but  the  thought 
of  visiting  the  scene  and  localities  consecrated  as  it  were 
by  many  years  of  pleasant  toil  and  intimate  communion 
and  finding  him  gone  overcomes  me  and  I  mentally  ask,  as 
I  can  meet  him  no  more  here,  Shall  we  meet  again  in 
another  state  of  being  ?  The  more  minute  accounts  I 
have  had  of  his  last  hours  cheer  me  and  are  of  the  most 
comforting  character.  He  died  with  a  good  hope  that  he 
was  henceforth  to  rest  from  his  labors  and  repeating  only 
a  few  moments  before  he  expired  these  words  of  the  Psalm- 
ist, "Bless  the  Lord  oh  my  soul  and  all  that  is  within  me 
bless  his  holy  name." 

I  recite  these  particulars  because  I  think  they  will  be 
comfvU'ting  to  you  as  they  surely  have  been  to  me.  I  feel 
and  have  long  felt  that  we  have  been  a  favored  family.  I 
have  often  thought  that  we  have  lived  for  each  other  and 
in  each  others  afi^ections  more  than  is  usual  for  brothers  to 
do  and  now  that  we  have  hope  that  the  first  one  called  has 
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gone  to  his  rest,  how  much  it  ought  to  stimulate  us  who 
are  left  to  be  ready  when  our  time  comes.  I  do  not  feel, 
never  have  felt,  that  I  was  myself  living  a  life  that  would 
justify  me  in  attempting  to  point  out  the  way  to  others, 
but  rather  that  I  needed  to  be  taught.  Yet  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  Religion  of  Christ  is  not  a  cunningly  de- 
vised fable,  but  a  reality,  a  most  sober  and  serious  reality. 
I  have  often  wished  that  I  could  speak  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  knowing  and  feeling  the  power  of  your  superior 
mind  and  conscious  of  my  own  short  comings  as  a  profes- 
sor of  religion  I  have  not  been,  able  to  do  it.  I  remem- 
bered always  too  your  strict  moral  integrity  and  honest  ad- 
herence always  to  the  right  and  this  again  forbids  it.  You 
have  however  long  had  one  loved  one  gone  before,  whose  is 
Ave  trust  ''at  rest."  This  adds  another  link  to  connect  the 
present  with  the  future  and  the  weight  of  years  begin  to 
admonish  you  of  the  near  approach  of  the  event  that  is 
common  to  us  all.  The  thought  would  be  a  happy  one  to 
me  that  Ave  might  live  as  a  band  of  brothers  here  and  meet 
again  an  unbroken  band  in  the  next. 

I  have  Avritten  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances 
and  Avithout  connection  I  have  no  doubt.  I  haA^e  done  so 
Avith  a  hope  that  I  might  in  the  midst  of  many  and  respon- 
sible duties  before  you  direct  your  mind  for  a  moment  to 
one  that  Avill  as  I  think  SAvell  into  immeasurable  greatness 
AA'hen  Ave  are  putting  off  this  life  to  enter  upon  a  neAv  and 
untried  state  of  being.  Would  that  I  could  enforce  it  by 
a  nun-e  Godly  life  on  my  ])art. 


To  David  G.  Woiili. 

Eai.eigh,  Dec  Sth,  1S63. 

avoiihmco^oc  ^  ="'^  ^^  iuccssently  occupied  with  mv  duties  here  that 

^^^^'^'"'■'^^'y-      I  ha^•e  time  to  say  but  little  to  you. 

I  am  persuaded  you  alloAv  yourself  to  be  too  much  an- 
noyed Avith  your  position.     It  is  one  of  great  responsibility 
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and  trouble  and  care — but  these  seem  to  be  but  as  a  feather 
in  the  balances  weighed  against  service  in  the  army.  No 
other  mode  of  escape  has  occurred  to  me.  If  you  get  a 
substitute  you  will  see  that  the  President  recommends  that 
principals  be  put  in  the  army.  The  villains  who  work 
the  wires  of  government  have  no  respect  for  the  obligation 
of  a  contract,  or  any  other  moral  obligation.  Under  the 
hypocritical  pretext  of  treaty  the  Prest.  proposed  to  rely 
on  Providence  to  protect  us  in  our  just  cause,  when  it  is 
evident  to  all  good  men  that  the  Prince  of  Evil  directs  the 
operations  of  both  belligerants.  So  far  as  I  see  the  naked 
alternative  is  presented  to  you,  the  camp  or  your  present 
position — You  realize  your  present  position.  Have  you 
attentively  contrasted  the  alternatives.  For  myself  I  would 
rather  you  were  in  X.  York  with  your  family,  though  it 
would  mean  the  confiscation  of  all  your  property,  than  see 
you  in  the  army:^but  it  is  clear  to  me  that  you  should 
cheerfully  retain  your  present  vexatious  position  as  the 
test  choice  among  evils.  You  should  employ  enough  su- 
bordinates to  free  yourself  from  the  details  which  so  dis- 
compose you.  I  will  go  to  Wilmington  and  spend  a  few 
days  with  you  at  an  early  day. — Just  now  the  responsi- 
bility of  by  far  the  most  important  matters  pending  before 
the  Genl  A.  rests  on  me.  I  may  become  exposed,  as  you 
have  been  lately  and  as  I  have  been  in  the  past,  to  offen- 
sive imputations.  I  defy  these  while  I  can  retain  my 
conscience.  The  imputations  against  you  have  not  {one 
word  illegible]  belittled  you.  The  Govr.  never  believed 
them  just — but  properly  made  inquiry  and  is  satisfied  not 
only  by  your  explanation,  but  by  an  answer  from  Kidder 
that  the  imputation  sprung  from  malevolence  and  that 
your  conduct  has  been  just  Avhat  it  should  be.  Do  your 
duty  and  give  yourself  no  concern  about  the  contemptible 
spaniels  whose  privilege  it  is  to  snarl — and  when  the  cares 
of  the  day  are  over  cast  them  off  and  amuse  yourself  in 


18 
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such  way  as  may  suit  your  taste,  casting  dull  care  to  the 
winds. — 

The  Legislature  adjourns  next  Monday.     In  great  haste. 


To  ^V.  J.  Long. 

Raleigh  Dec.  2J^,  1863. 
Worth's  ideas_of  Immediatelv   on   receipt   of  your  letter   in   relation   to 

hiiancial  condition  ^  •.'  I  ^ 

of  the  State.  Daul.  Bausou  I  addressed  Col.  Mallett  inclosing  your  letter 

and  asking  his  attention  to  Bauson's  case.  I  inclose  my 
letter  to  C(d.  Mallett,  with  endorsements  received  this 
morning.  I  could  not  give  the  matter  better  attention. 
]\Iy  ojfficial  duties,  with  a  little  attention  to  my  personal 
affairs,  leave  me  less  leisure  than  I  could  wish,  and  I 
am  so  fully  convinced  that  there  is  so  little  of  humanity, 
■  or  virtue  or  sense  in  all  the  Departments  of  the  Con.  Govt, 
that  I  have  a  repugnance  to  having  anything  to  do  with 
any  of  them  beyond  what  my  official  position  requires. 
I  have  much  that  I  would  gladly  say  to  you,  but  have  not 
time  to  write  it.  If  we  continue  to  keep  up  our  State 
Military  establishment  and  clothe  our  troops,  it  will  not  be 
long  before  State  credit  will  reach  the  level  of  Confederate 
credit.  I  do  not  concur  in  Gov.  Vs  idea  that  the  Ad- 
vance and  the  magnificent  mercantile  operations  ^vhich  he 
is  conducting  under  our  State  legislation,  is  immensely 
gainful — but  T  believe  if  successful  and  long  continued  it 
will  produce  State  bankruptcy.  I  base  this  ojdniou  on 
reasons  T  lun'c  not  time  to  state.  The  clothing  establish- 
ment has  drawn  more  than  2  million  the  last  fiscal  year — 
more  than  has  been  reimbursed  by  sales  to  the  Confeder- 
acy— and  this  notwithstanding  nuu-li  that  has  been  reim- 
bursed was  for  goods  bought  on  State  credit  and  imported 
on  the  Advance.  We  raise  money  in  Europe  under  the 
disadvantages  always  attaching  to  a  borrower  of  doubtful 
credit — buv   with   oohl   llius  obtaincil   and   sell   what  costs 
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US  a  dollar  in  gold  for  four  dollars  in  Confederate  cur- 
rency, the  four  dollars  being  worth  about  20  cents  in  the 
currency  we  pay.  This  is  speculation  wdth  a  vengeance 
and  exhibits  about  as  much  common  sense  as  has  been 
usual  for  three  years  past.  The  Prest.  asks  with  rounded 
tenderness,  to  be  made  a  military  dictator  and  endorses  his 
Secretary's  plan  of  currency,  which  if  carried  out,  is  to 
place  nearly  all  the  property  of  the  land  in  the  hands  of 
the  holders  of  our  worthless  currency.  The  Govt,  breaks 
its  pledge  to  the  holders  of  its  currency  and  expects  the 
people  to  be  such  asses  as  to  put  faith  in  its  new  promises. 
Loxg's  Mills. 


To  W.  J.  Yates.' 

Ealeigh,  Dec.  25th,  186S. 
The  complimentarv  terms  in  which  vou  have  more  than  Relating  to  state 

i  ''  "-  finances  and 

once  noticed  my  official  labors  are  highly  appreciated  by  I^^Oj^^*^^*^  "p^''=^' 
me,  since  they  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  party  leaning. 
I  know  that  I  have  introduced  in  the  conduct  of  my  de- 
partment many  important  changes,  highly  beneficial,  and 
in  all  of  them  have  entirely  ignored  party  considerations. 
Your  manly  expressions  of  appreciation  are  gratifying 
to  me. 

Much  of  the  legislation  of  the  State,  essentially  affecting 
our  Finances,  has  been  secret.  This  has  cri]ipled  my 
ability  to  make  a  comprehensive  and  clear  exhibition  of 
our  real  and  prospective  condition.  The  legislation  under 
which  the  Executive  has  bought  the  Advance  and  perhaps 
other  ships — by  which  he  is  conducting  an  immense  mer- 
cantile operation — buying,  importing  and  selling,  not 
merely  clothing  for  our  troops  and  munitions  of  war  but 
sperm  oil,  tin,  liquor  and  assorted  merchandise — the  means 
by  which  he  raises  specie  in  Europe  by  which  to  make 
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these  purchases — at  what  prices  sold  and  in  what  media 
paid  for — are  a  sealed  book,  not  only  to  the  public,  but  to 
the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State.  I  only  know  that 
the  drafts  on  the  Treasury  on  this  account  must  ultimately 
be  innnense — and  with  every  possible  respect  for  the 
executive,  I  deem  it  a  most  dangerous  experiment  to  add 
to  his  onerous  duties,  a  trial  of  his  fitness  for  conducting 
an  immense  and  diversified  trade  on  State  capital — espe- 
cially when  his  agents  make  no  exhibit  of  their  operations. 

This  trade,  together  with  our  clothing  department  and 
State  military  establishments,  in  my  opinion,  will  ruin  our 
credit,  if  long  continued.  They  have  already  added  im- 
mensely to  our  State  debt,  without  contributing,  as  I 
think,  to  any  important  degree  to  the  military  success  of 
the  Confederacy. — In  the  early  stages  of  the  war  State  aid 
was  necessary — but  the  Confederacy  is  the  war  making 
power — has  long  been  fully  organized  by  the  sale  of  her 
cotton  bonds  in  Europe,  the  detailing  of  hands  for  facto- 
ries and  then  compelling  them  to  supply  clothing,  shoes, 
hats,  arms,  etc.,  at  cheap  rates  together  with  impressment 
tax  in  kind,  etc.  The  compulsory  tax  is  for  clothing  our 
troops  used.  The  State,  without  these  means  of  com- 
missary, can  get  nothing  so  cheap  as  the  Confederacy  and 
consequently  is  not  re-imbursed  for  her  expenditures.  One 
head  can  better  execute  the  job  than  a  great  number — As 
it  is  the  State  enters  the  market  as  a  competitor  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  competition  enhances  prices  without  in- 
crease of  supply. — I  regard  it  as  a  Quixotic  liberality. — 

The  Govr.  thinks  the  whole  scheme  more  than  self- 
sustaining,  lie  says  in  his  late  message  that  the  Genl. 
A.  might  base  an  appropriation  of  two  millions  on  the 
earnings  of  the  Advance.  ISTo  exhibit  has  been  made  show- 
ing whence  this  vast  gain  has  arisen.  He  is  performing 
his  novitiate  as  a  merchant  and,  as  many  -a  new  trader, 
evidently  forms  his  connections  and  commences  using  the 
supposed  profits  without  takiug  the  trouble  of  adding  up 
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long  columns  of  figures,  making  estimates  and  deductions 
of  expenses,  etc. 

The  State  clothing  department  was  got  up  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Genl.  A.  ratified  20  Sept.  1861,  entitled 
"Resolution  to  provide  Winter  Clothing  for  the  troops." 
The  title  shows  it  was  intended  to  be  temporary — Winte?' 
clothing.  It  makes  no  specific  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
j)ose — No  limit  is  imposed  on  the  amount  which  may  be 
drawn  for  this  purpose.  Under  this  brief  resolution,  mani- 
festly to  supj^ly  the  winter  clothing,  which  it  was  evident 
would  soon  be  indispensible,  a  gigantic  establishment  has 
grown  up  and  is  continued  supplying  summer  clothing 
and  winter  clothing — At  the  time  it  passed  officers  got 
good  pay  and  clothed  themselves.  It  looked  to  clothing 
the  rank  and  file.  I  understand  it  now  supplies  all  the 
fine  clothing,  etc.,  for  the  officers,  and  who  knows  at  what 
rates  ?  It  is  said  the  goods  are  sold  at  rates  re-imbursing 
the  Treasury ;  but  no  data  are  furnished  me  on  which  this 
opinion  is  based.  It  drew  from  this  department  during 
the  last  fiscal  year  more  than  half  a  million  more  than  it 
re-imbursed — and  at  the  same  time  had  the  benefit  of  im- 
portations by  the  Advance,  bought  on  credit  in  Europe. 
What  it  had  on  hand  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  year 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing — nor  have  I  any  means  of 
knowing  what  amount  of  clothing  it  may  have  supplied  to 
certain  State  troops,  raised  east  of  the  Chowan  river  under 
an  Act  of  the  7th  July  1863.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
were  organized  prior  to  the  30th  Sept — the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year.  Since  the  30th  Sept.  last,  some  $50,000.  more 
lias  been  drawn  than  has  been  re-imbursed. 

The  Quarter  Master's  Commissary  of  the  Adgt.  Genl. 
Department  which  had  been  discontinued  by  the  ordinance 
of  the  Convention  ratified  the  27th  June  1861  to  take 
effect  the  20th  Aug.  ensuing,  were  continued  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Genl.  A.  ratified  Aug.  21/61.  This  resolution 
was  procured  under  a  representation  that  some  temporary 
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inconvenience  would  arise,  if  they  were  then  discontinued, 
and  under  this  resolution,  intended  to  l>e  temporary  only, 
these  establishments  have  been  continued  to  this  time.^ — -In 
the  account  of  the  Treasury  as  heretofore  kept,  and  which 
I  was  forced  to  continue  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  all  the 
drafts  in  favor  of  these  departments,  are  charged  under  the 
general  head,  "Military  appropriation."  To  show  how 
much  has  been  expended  under  this  head  and  Avhat  has 
lieen  I'cimbursed  or  received  I  make  a  summing  up  on 
next  page,  taken  from  my  late  report,  a  copy  of  which  I 
send  you : 


Receipts 

Disbursements 

Oct. 

1862 

$3,000. 

$344,457.31 

Xov. 

1862 

763,742.02 

1,683,935.25 

Dec. 

1862 

6,753.39 

770,625.02 

Jan. 

1863 

7,230.59 

994,451.20 

Feb. 

1863 

1,090,489.28 

1,057,101.25 

Mar. 

1863 

4,454.67 

518,236.84 

xVpl. 

1863 

814,995.37 

699,241.74 

May 

1863 

11,722.41 

840,295.19 

June  1863 

963,224.49 

311,295.58 

July 

1863 

15,432.75 

481,161.86 

Aug. 

1863 

1,118,655.47 

625,945.29 

Sep. 

1863 

Total    

4,<^  1.  i  i 

616,602.60 

5,004,552.71 

8.942,749.13 

5.004,552.71 


Excess  of  expenditure 3.93s.1!M;.42 

To  whiVli  should  be  added  the  amt 

reed    in    Feb  which  was  for  ex- 

])enditures  made    the     1st   and 

2nd  (Quarters  of  1862  and  not 

collected  till  1863 1,290,489.28 

5,22S,685.70 
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So  our  military  expeiulitures,  no. part  of  which  we  have 
a  right  ever  to  be  re-imbnrsed,  exceeds  five  iniUion  a  year. 

I  have  devoted  a  part  of  Christmas  to  writing  you  this 
long-  letter,  lioping  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  it  discloses 
and  the  views  I  entertain  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of 
this  enormons  drain,  will  so  far  interest  you  that  you  may 
deem  them  worthy  of  discussicai  in  your  paper — but  yon 
must  so  handle  them,  that  they  shall  seem  not  to  have 
been  specially  communicated  by  me,  not  that  there  is  u 
word  which  I  would  not  gladly  present  in  official  shape, 
to  the  public,  if  I  could  do  so  with  propriety.  The  expe- 
diency of  keeping  up  these  establishments  is  not  a  legiti- 
mate matter  for  me  to  discuss  as  Treasurer.  What  they 
are  costing  I  intend  fully  to  set  forth  in  my  next  com- 
munication to  the  Genl.  Assembly.  I  do  not  wish  to  w^'ite 
anonymously  for  the  press  on  this  subject,  nor  to  be  under- 
stood as  voluntarily  furnishing  means  to  an  editor.  I 
have  expressed  all  these  views  frankly  and  fully  to  the 
Com.  on  Finance.  They  are  not  presented  to  assail  any 
body  or  any  party,  for  I  believe  every  member  of  the  As- 
sembly is  equally  responsible  for  the  measures.  I  think  it 
high  time  the  attention  of  the  Genl.  A.  and  the  public  was 
directed  to  them.  If  you  will  talk  with  Mr.  Brown  of 
your  place,  you  will  gather  all  the  facts  from  him — He 
will  tell  you  what  views  I  urged  on  the  Committee — You 
can  say  you  understand  the  facts  are  so  and  so — that  you 
collect  this  from  the  Treas.'s  report — You  can  allude  to 
and  print  the  acts,  resolutions,  etc.  to  which  I  refer.  You 
may  address  any  inquiry  you  please  to  me  w^hich  I  can 
officially  answer,  and  use  the  answer.  If  you  choose  to 
ask  me  how  much  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  from 
the  beginning  of  the  clothing  establishment  and  how  much 
re-imbursed  I  will  answer  yr  inquiry  and  you  may  use 
it  as  you  please.  If  you  ask  me  how  much  of  the  half  mil- 
lion appropriated  in  1862  to  buy  corn,  etc.  to  be  sold  to 
County   Comrs.,  has  been  tlrawn — and  how  much   re-im- 
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bnrsed — I  will  answer  and  you  may  use  it, — but  this  com- 
niunication  I  make  as  a  personal  and  confidential  one. 
Charlotte. 


To  A.  M.  Tomlinson  and, Sons. 

Raleigh  Deer.  26th  1863. 
Complaining  of  The  shoes  which  you  made  me  for  my  negro  men,  which 

shoes  made  for  his  .  i        p  i        i  •    i 

negroes.  I  desired  to  be  first  rate  and  w^hich  you  wrote  me  you 

thought  were  such,  proved  to  be  nearly  worthless.  The 
pegs  took  such  slight  hold  in  the  upper  leather  that  the 
upper  separated  from  the  sole  leather  as  soon  as  they  be- 
gan to  wear  them,  and  they  could  not  be  mended  because 
the  upper  did  not  lap  enough  on  the  sole  to  hold  pegs  or 
tacks.  Your  shoe-maker  did  you  injustice  as  well  as  me — 
and  my  negroes  are  the  sufferers.  I  am  compelled  without 
delay  to  buy  all  of  them  another  pair.  I  believe  they  wear 
1  pr  No.  11,  2  pr.  No.  10,  3  pr.  No.  9.  I  do  not  concur 
in  a  late  editorial  in  the  Standard  that  it  is  a  shame  that 
slaves  shall  be  well  cared  for  while  white  folks  are  stinted. 
The  white  folks  are  to  blame  for  our  troubles.  The  ne- 
groes are  not.  I  intend  to  clothe  and  feed  mine  so  long 
as  I  can  feed  and  clothe  myself — and  although  my  salary 
will  not  half  feed  my  famil}^  I  will  use  other  resources. 
Please  try  to  send  as  before  to  Daniel  Worth's — Co.'s  shops 
and  forward  bill  to  me. 

I  am  now  pretty  certain  that  the  war  will  end  next 
spring  or  summer.  Congress  cannot  restore  the  currency. 
If  Memminger's  plan  should  be  adopted  it  will  bankrupt 
i  of  the  people.  The  people  will  not  submit  to  the  ]\rili- 
tary  Directorship  which  the  Prest.  coolly  asks  may  be  con- 
ferred on  him — nor  to  the  villainous  scheme  of  currency 
])r()posc(l.  These  are  evident  signs  of  returning  sanity 
among  the  ]^coplc. 

I  P.  S.] — Did  you  get  a  pr  of  shoes  to  be  half-soled  and 
an  old  pr  of  boots  to  be  re-footed  ? 
Bloomtngton. 
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To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Raleigh  Jan.  5/61^. 
I  am  persuaded  that  in  appointing  a  successor  for  Geo.  Regarding  ap- 

^  1  J.  o  poliitment  of  a 

Davis  in  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States,  it  is  highly  f°^'^^^j^™*® 
im^^oi'tant  that  the  appointee  shoukl  be  a  man  of  Imoivn 
talent  and  cool  judgment  and  financial  capacity.  If  Govr. 
Graham  should  be  unwilling  to  accept  the  temporary  ap- 
pointment I  think  Govr.  Swain  is  the  next  best  appoint- 
ment you  can  make. — Patriotism  would  require  him  to  ac- 
cept and  I  thinlv  he  would  accept. — 

I  have  no  right  to  expect  that  this  voluntary  expression 
of  my  views  is  deserving  of  any  further  consideration 
than  you  would  otherwise  give  it — I  mention  the  name 
■of  Govr.  Swain  merely  that  you  may  not  overlook  his  name 
in  looking  round  for  a  fit  person  to  fill  the  appointment — 
and  trust  that  you  wall  not  deem  me  presumptuous  in 
makinff  the  su2;ffestion. 

O  CO 


To  Joshua  Boner. 

Raleigh  Jan.  19/6Jf. 
In  reply  to  your  inquirv  as  to  Gov.  V.'s  present  views  in  praise  of  Gov. 

^    "^  "^    ,    .  ^        "  .  ^  .  Vance. 

I  think  the  suspicions  of  many  of  his  ardent  friends  are 
not  well  founded.  His  appointment  of  Judge  Reade  to 
fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Davis  in  the  C.  Senate,  speaks  louder 
than  words.  I  did  not  hear  Judge  Reade's  speech  in 
caucus  last  month,  but  hear  it  was  eminently  conservative. 

If  the  people  of  the  State  make  known  their  views,  in 
unmistakable  shape,  by  petitions,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
Governor's  co-operation : — ^but  without  some  such  demon- 
stration, we  shall  continue,  I  fear,  to  sink  deeper  and 
deeper  in  the  gulph  of  Despotism  and  Ruin  to  which  our 
rulers  are  now  hurrying  us. 

I  have  been  some  days  out  of  my  office — and  accumu- 
lated duties  allow  me  no  time  to  say  more. 

Salem. 


war. 
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To  A.  G.  Foster. 

Raleigh  Jan.  20th  186Jf. 

public  for  c^ose'^of  Having-  lost  sight  of  being  permitted  to  pay  my  debt 
to  Johnson  with  the  State  bond  in  yonr  possession,  I  have 
bought  a  tract  of  hind,  in  part  payment  for  which  I  wish 
to  use  the  bond.  Send  it  to  me  by  first  safe  chance : — or 
by  Express — and  oblige  me. — 

Xothing  new.  A  report,  credited  here  a  day  or  two 
ago,  that  Prest.  Davis  contemplated  the  arrest  of  Holden 
and  Pennington,  is  not  confirmed.  It  sprung  from  D. 
K.  ]\rcRae  and  a  letter  from  Hon.  Mr.  Davidson,  as  I 
understand.  The  public  mind  seems  to  be  about  ripe  for 
any  measure  looking  to  a  close  of  the  war  on  almost  any 
terms.  It  is  likely  to  result  in  vigorous  measures,  if  it 
gets  any  head : — or,  if  nobody  heads  it,  to  sink  into  apa- 
thetic despondency.  The  administration  can  hardly  become 
more  uni)opular.  I  form  these  conclusions  from  what  I 
hear  from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Thomasville. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Raleigh  Jati.  22/6Jf. 

pubiicSrefor  ^  ^^'^^^  ^^"^  Write  to  A.  M.  Tomliuson  that  "  X.  C.  would 

'"'''^'^^'  go  back   into  the  Union,"  but  wrote  him  ^vhat  you  will 

now  see  in  the  papers  that  "many  parts  are  for  a  Con- 
vention to  secede  from  the  Confederacy  and  negotiate  for 
ourselves."  Public  meetings  are  being  held  and  petitions 
are  being  got  up,  as  I  understand,  for  a  new  Convention. 
It  is  part  on  the  ground  that  the  present  authorities  will 
not  negotiate  and  the  ]ieople  w'ant  to  know  on  what  terms 
peace  can  be  had.  It  is  now  certain  that  a  large  portion 
even  of  those  most  active  in  bringing  on  the  war  would 
settle  on  the  basis  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  If 
il  be  \r\w  that  we  can  have  peace  only  on  conditions  such 
as   Wendell    I*hillips    proposes — coniiscaticm    of   property, 
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etc.,  the  Confederacy  would  gain  strength  hy  certain  dis- 
closure of  it.  Many  helieve  that  a  majority  of  the  people, 
Xorth  and  South,  would  end  the  war  on  terms  honorable 
to  both,  if  they  could  negotiate — And  this  class — cer- 
tainly numerous  in  this  State — are  for  a  Convention  in 
order  to  open  negotiations  to  ascertain  what  we  have  to 
depend  upon,  ^one  would  secede  till  it  should  b^  ascer- 
tained whether  terms  would  be  granted,  which  should  be 
deemed  eligible  to  a  continuance  of  war. 

All  well 


To  D.  H.  Starbncl:^ 

Raleigh  Jan..  S0/6Jf. 
I  learned  some  two  or  three  ^veeks  ago  from  Major  Russ,  ^f  ^*gfat| 


the  call 


that  you  and  others  about  your  place,  were  putting  on  ^' 
foot  a  plan  to  bring  about  a  call  of  a  State  C^onvention, 
and  that  you  proposed  to  demonstrate  public  opinion  by  pe- 
titions— a  much  more  unmistakable  w'ay,  than  by  public 
meetings.  At  his  request  I  drew  up  such  a  petition  as  I 
thought  would  best  accomplish  the  end,  a  copy  of  which 
he  told  me  he  sent  to  you.  I  hear  nothing  on  the  subject 
lately.  Is  it  abandoned  ?  If  so,  I  am  truly  sorry.  I  think 
there  is  no  place  in  the  State  so  eligible  as  yours  to  put 
the  ball  in  motion — and  it  seems  to  me  that  universal 
bankruptcy  and  all  protection  to  personal  liberty  and  per- 
sonal security  must  soon  result  from  the  blind  rage  or 
timorous  do-nothingness  of  those  in  authority,  both  in 
the  Confederate  and  State  Governments,  if  the  good  sense 
of  the  masses  shall  find  no  means  of  controlling  events. 
From   extensive  means   of  collecting  public   opinion   I 


con- 
vention. 


^  Darius  H.  Starbuck,  of  Foisyth  county,  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention  of  1861.  He  was  an  anti-secession  Whig  in  politics,  and 
after  the  war  became  a  Republican.  He  was  U.  S.  District  Attorney 
from  1865  to  18: 0. 
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think  iIk'I'c  is  no  organ  that  now  expresses  it.  That  opin- 
ion is  that  we  ought  to  accept  peace  on  the  basis  of  re- 
storing the  Union — and  the  Constitution  of  the  TJ.  S., 
provided  this  can  be  done  without  any  infraction  of  our 
rights  under  that  Constitution.  The  Stmidard  comes 
nearer  expressing  public  opinion  than  any  other  Journal 
I  see,  but  while  it  contends  for  peace,  denies  being  in 
favor  of  re-construction.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  peace  except 
on  the  basis  of  a  restored  Union,  and  I  believe  an  im- 
mense majority  North  and  South,  would  gladly  proclaim 
a  universal  amnesty  and  restore  the  Union — and  that  a 
peace  on  this  basis  would  be  as  permanent  a  one  as  silly 
and  devilish  man  will  allow.  This,  I  think,  is  public 
opinion — but  there  is  no  means  by  which  this  public  opin- 
ion can  make  itself  manifest.  The  best  means  is  by  pe- 
tition. If  public  meetings  be  held  the  authorities  will  say 
they  are  composed  only  of  a  few  dissatisfied  persons,  and 
they  will  be  suppressed  by  military  force  or  disregarded. 
The  proper  mode  is  by  petitions  to  be  sent  all  over  the 
State  and  to  be  sigiied  by  every  body,  noble  and  ignoble, 
who  has  a  right  to  vote  and  who  favors  peace  on  the  basis 
of  re-union.  I  did  not  retain  a  copy  of  the  petition  I  drew 
up,  but  think  its  leading  position  was  that  the  Legislature 
be  convened  in  order  that  the  question  of  Convention  or 
no  Convention  should  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  this  shape  it  is  unexceptionable,  with  a  limitation 
that  its  action  as  to  alterations  or  making  peace,  would 
have  no  validity  until  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  It 
rests  on  the  great  principle  of  the  right  of  the  people  to 
govern  themselves  and  give  no  colorable  ground  to  our 
opponents  to  charge  us  with  unpatriotic  motives, — the 
great  weapon  now  used  to  repress  free  discussion.  It  does 
not  indicate  the  l)asis  of  a  peace.  I  rely  on  the  people  to 
elect  delegates  who  will  be  proper  exponents  of  their  views. 
If  you  would  have  some  four  or  five  thou^^and  printed 
at  your  office  and  sent  to  reliable  men  in  all  the  counties, 
I  tliiiik  in  a  very  short  time  thev  would  be  returned  with 
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the  signatures  of  f  of  the  State — and  in  tliis  shape  would 
force  respect. 

I  have  expressed  myself  with  perfect  frankness — with- 
out reserve — but  expect  you,  whether  you  concur  or  not,  >■ 
in  my  views,  to  use  this  letter  discreetly.  I  am  conscious 
of  being  impelled  by  as  patriotic  motives  as  ever  governed 
man  but  know  that  it  would  tend  to  frustrate  a  [icord  U- 
legihle]  motive  if  I  should  be  forced  to  vindicate  these 
sentiments  before  the  public.  You  will  therefore  regard 
this  letter  as  confidential. 

Salem. 


To  A.  L.  Lamb. 

Ealeigh  Feb.  3rd  1861^. 

Yours  of  the  27th  ult.  is  received  asking  my  views  on  place 'movVmlnt. 
several  matters  as  to  which  I  would  express  myself  fully 
if  you  were  present :  but  though  I  am  conscious  that  I  love 
my  State  and  desire  to  promote  her  prosperity  and  true 
glory  as  much  as  any  man  living,  I  entertain  notions 
widely  variant  from  those  who  now  claim  to  be  the  only 
patriots  in  the  land — and  I  deem  it  unwise  to  commit 
them  to  writing  at  this  time,  unless  1  had  leisure,  which 
I  have  not,  to  write  a  very  long  lette*!'. 

I  concur,  and  at  least  two-tldrds  of  the  people  at  home 
concur,  with  the  editor  to  whom  you  refer,  with  this  differ- 
ence that  they  go  much  further  in  the  same  direction,  than 
he  does. 

I  am  by  no  means  well  informed  as  you  suppose  as  to 
the  views  of  your  brigade  or  any  other  portion  of  the  army. 

It  will  be  most  unfortunate  if  desertion  increases  by 
individual  soldiers.  So  long  as  a  majority  of  the  soldiers 
of  a  State  are  willing  to  stand  by  their  colors,  it  will  be 
best  for  all  to  do  so.  Deserters,  by  individuals  or  squads, 
injure  themselves  and  incur  more  danger  than  they  do 
in  the  army.     The  army  should  act  together. 
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The  })0'sition  of  the  distinguished  individual  to  wlioni 
you  refer,  is  not  clearly  known  just  now: — but  I  trust  he 
will  continue  to  be  the  friend  and  champion  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  State.  He  is  an  honest  and  good 
hearted  man,  and  if  he  is  in  error,  it  is  because  his  judg- 
ment misleads  him. 

Petitions  are  in  circulation  and,  as  I  hear,  being  very 
extensively  signed  with  the  view  of  calling  a  Convention 
to  ascertain  on  what  terms  peace  can  be  had. 


To  D.  H.  Starhucl: 

Raleigh  Feb.  Jff^i  I864. 
Confidential. 
Matters  relating  J  have  received  vours  and  a  copy  of  the  petition.   I  think 

to  the  peace  -^  J^  i'  ^ 

movement.  ^-^^  foriu  I  prepared  decidedly  preferable  in  two  impor- 

tant particulars — It  makes  Peace  the  prominent  motive 
for  the  call  of  a  Convention — and  it  contains  the  grand 
principle  that  the  peace  must  be  such  a  peace  as  a  majonty 
of  the  people  approve. 

I  have  submitted  it  to  Mr.  Holden.  He  gives  a  decided 
preference  to  it — It  speaks,  too,  of  a  ''general"  peace,  and 
is  not  subject  to  the  denunciation  of  a  desertion  by  this 
State  of  the  other  Southern  States. 

If  you  approve  it,  as  I  think  you  will,  and  can  get  it 
])ul)lished  in  your  paper  as  one  of  the  forms  of  petitions 
being  circulated,  Mr.  Holden  says  he  Avill  endorse  and 
reconnnend  it  in  his  next  issue.  It  will  be  much  better 
than  an  original  appearance  in  the  Standard.  It  should 
have  an  endorsement  like  yours,  for  dissentients  to  sigTi. 
If  it  aj)])ears  in  yonr  ])a])er  and  is  republished  in  the 
Standard  with  ap])roval,  it  will  give  an  impetus  to  the  ball. 

I  am  persuaded  that  in  my  othcial  position  I  am  render- 
ing essential  service  to  the  State,  and  it  would  impair  my 
ability   to  be   useful,    if   I    was   understood    as   taking   an 
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active  i^art  in  this  movement.  If  you  adopt  the  petition, 
let  it  go  to  the  printer  in  some  other  handwriting. 

Ihe  following  is  a  copy  of  it — Would  it  not  be  well  to 
have  the  Press  publish  a  copy  of  both  petitions  ( — as  a  mat- 
ter of  public  news  showing  the  nature  of  the  petitions  being 
signed  ? 

To  his  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Vance,  Govr.  of  X.  Ca. 

We  citizens  of County,  think  that    "all,  save  Proposed  form 

.  .  ,       of  petition. 

those  who  owe  their  riches  to  their  Country's  ruin,  suffer 
by  the  war,"  and  that  it  is  manifest  that  the  authorities 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Confederate  States,  author- 
ised by  the  power  of  the  Government  to  make  j^eace,  Avill 
not  appoint  Commissioners  to  open  negotiations  for  this 
purpose.  W^e  wish  to  know  whether  peace  can  be  obtained 
on  honorable  terms ; — and  as  this  cannot  be  ascertained 
through  the  regular  channels  of  the  Government,  we  re- 
spectfully petition  your  Excellency  to  convoke  the  Genl. 
Assembly  without  delay,  to  the  end  that  they  authorise  a 
vote  of  the  j^eojDle  upon  the  question  whether  a  Convention 
ought  not  to  be  called  in  this  State;  and  to  authorise  the 
election  of  delegates  at  the  same  time,  (such  election  to 
be  valid  only  in  case  a  majority  of  the  people  shall  vote 
for  a  Convention)  with  power  to  put  on  foot  measures 
looking  to  a  general  peace,  and  with  all  the  powers  with 
which  the  people  can  invest  it,  with  the  limitations  only 
that  the  power  of  such  Convention  shall  cease  within  two 
years  after  the  election  of  the  delegates ; — and  that  any 
action  of  said  Convention,  agreeing  on  a  final  treaty  of 
peace ;  or  altering  the  Constitution  of  the  State  shall  not 
be  valid  until  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  at  such 
time  and  under  such  regulations  as  said  Convention  may 
prescribe. 

We  also  pray  your  Excellency  to  lay  this,  our  petition, 
before  the  Genl  Assembly. 

February  1864. 
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Yuu  must  not  understand  that  I  conceal  my  opinion  on 
this  subject — but  I  ought  not  to  be  understood  as  taking  an 
active  or  prominent  part.  It  must  not  be  understood  that 
'         I  have  drawn  up  a  petition. 

[P.  S.] — CoL  Russ  did  not  send  the  petition  I  drew  up 
as  I  supposed.     He  heartily  approves  it. 


publicaffairs 


,  To  John  Pool. 

Raleigh  Feh.  Gth  186 1^. 
Inquiry  as  to  I  dcsire,  ill  the  strictest  confidence,  to  make  an  inquiry 

ag  ty.        ^_^£  yow,  which  it  may  be  unpleasant  to  you  to  answer.     If 
so,  I  will  not  complain  of  your  silence. 

I  learn  from  one  of  my  daughters  that  Major  Bagley, 
Senator  from  Pasquotank  and  Perquimans,  has  asked  leave 
to  address  her.  I  do  not  know  enough  of  him  to  approve 
his  suit  till  I  know  more  about  him.  My  daughter  is 
young,  intelligent,  well  educated  and  every  way  fitted  to 
be  the  wife  of  an  intelligent,  energetic  and  virtuous  hus- 
band. You  will  treat  this  as  a  just  description,  not  spring- 
ing from  excess  of  parental  affections.  My  fortune  is  not 
large  and  I  have  many  children,  and  consequently  she  can 
receive  but  a  moderate  outfit  from  me. 

Will  you  favor  me,  in  perfect  candor,  and  in  the  strictest 
confidence,  with  the  information  I  ought  to  have  ? 

Sober  and  virtuous  habits,  intelligence  and  capacity  to 
make  a  living  are  qualities  without  which  no  one  is  de- 
serving of  my  approval. 
Condition  of  I^  .yo^^  abhor  the  war  in  which  we  are  involved  as  much 

as  I  do,  it  is,  perhaps,  fortunate  for  your  personal  comfort 
that  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  public  affairs;  but  how- 
ever terrible  and  chaotic  appearances  may  be  they  may 
be  made  worse  by  misnile  and  made  better  by  wnse  and 
good  rulers.  For  myself  I  retain  my  early  convictions 
that  the  government   established   bv  our  forefathers   was 


COKEESPONDENCE    OF    JoXATHAN    WoRTH.  289 

admirably  adapted  to  promote  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  its  people,  and  that  none  is  likely  to  ba  con- 
structed on  its  ruins  so  well  calculated  to  effect  these  ends : 
I  have  uniformly  believe  that  no  sufficient  cause  existed 
to  justify  the  rupture,  and  so  strong  were  these  convictions 
that  I  would  not  be  a  member  of  the  Convention  when  the 
demand  seemed  to  be  universal  for  a  despoliation  of  the 
Union,  and  I  now  think,  bitter  as  the  animosity  has  grown 
to  be,  that  a  Union  on  the' old  basis  will  be  better  for  both 
sections,  than  separate  independence — and  I  am  not  sure 
this  is  not  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  both 
sections.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  ISTorth  Carolina.  It  is  an  opinion,  however,  which 
the  dominant  powers  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  de- 
nounce as  traitorous — and  which  subjects  the  man  who 
utters  it  to  the  monstrous  imputation,  of  deserving  to  die 
by  the  gallows.  The  free  expression  of  opinion  is  thus 
restrained.  I  believe,  if  a  Convention  were  now  called 
in  this  State,  the  people  would  elect  delegates  who  would 
propose  a  general  pacification  on  this  basis.  If  it  suc- 
ceeded, it  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole  land  and  would 
prevent  that  universal  emancipation  and  the  curse  of  an 
enormous  free  negro  population  making  the  country  unfit 
to  live  in: — If  the  IMorth  would  not  make  peace  on  this 
basis,  it  would  produce  a  unity  among  us  which  would 
render  us  invincible. 

You  must  regard  the  whole  of  this  letter  as  confidential, 
I  am  conscious  of  being  as  patriotic  as  any  man  who  lives. 
Every  thing  dearest  to  me  is  in  Xorth  Carolina :  and  I 
would  be  as  far  as  any  man  from  doing  any  thing  which 
would,  in  my  judgment,  derogate  from  her  dignity  and 
honor.  I  would  do  nothing  to  weaken  our  military  arm 
until  it  could  be  ascertained  that  peace  could  be  made  on 
this  basis. 

Windsor. 
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To  J.  J.  JacJiSon. 

Raleigh  Feb.  8/61^. 

Yours  of  the  -ith — mailed  the  6tli — came  to  hand  yes- 
terday. 

The  Bk  of  C.  F/  pays  $1.  in  gold  and  $4.  in  Confederate 
for  every  five  dollars  of  her  currency.  The  Bk  of  iST  C 
f)ays  $1.  gold  for  every  $4.  of  her  currency.  No  other 
bank,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  is  offering  any  inducement  for 
the  holders  of  its  notes  to  bring  them  in.  The  notes  of  the 
two  former  banks  are  Avorth  about  -±-1  to  1 — and  the  latter 
bank — all  others  8-5  Of  the  notes  you  gave  me  to  ex- 
change $10.  were  C.  F.  all  the  others  on  the  last  mentioned 
class  of  Banks.  I  sold  the  $100.  for  $350.  Confederate— 
I  had  paid  you  $300.  and  to-day  send  you  $50.  by  Lt. 
McLenchen. 

It  is  believed  here  that  the  act  suspending  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  has  passed. — 

All  well.— 


To  John  M.  ^yovth. 

Raleigh  Feb.  Stli  ISOJf. 
Private  matters.  As  requested  by  your  note  to  Mr.  Blair  I  sent  you  the 

first  installment  due  to  Randolph  for  families  of  indigent 
soldiers,  taking  Blair's  recpt  on  your  letter.  This  is  not 
a  sufficient  voucher.  You  will  have  the  draft  (which  will 
have  reached  before  this),  signed  and  certified  as  directed 
and  write  your  name  across  it  and  inclose  it  by  mail  and 
I  will  return  your  letter  Avith  Blair's  recpt  endorsed.  The 
money  had  been  placed,  for  your  convenience,  in  the  hands 
of  Jesse  H.  Lindsay  Cashr.     I  will  use  it  another  way. 

I  think  I  shall  find  no  time  to  write  you  the  long  letter 
I  s))oke  of  in  uiy  Inst.  I  will  sim])lv  refer  to  what  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  writing  it.     There  is  nothing  in  the  his- 
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tory  of  oiir  family  in  which  each  of  us  has  felt  so  much 
pride  as  the  uninterrupted  sincere  fraternal  feeling,  which 
from  childhood  up,  has  cliaracterised  every  member  of  it. 
For  a  few  months  back  I  had  been  pained  to  hear  of  un- 
pleasant bickerings  between  Sam.  and  you  and  Shubal, 
which  I  had  labored  to  repress,  growing  out  of  a  difference 
of  opinion  about  the  accursed  war  in  which  we  are  involved, 
which  if  not  soon  stopped  will  destroy  everything  worth 
living  for.  A  shade  of  difference, — perhaps  a  radical  dif- 
ference of  opinion — was  growing  up  between  you  and  me, 
the  result  of  which  was,  as  I  feared,  that  you  begin  to 
have  a  kind  feeling  towards  Frank  Hoover,  Provs,[  ?]  and 
others  whom  you  and  I  once  abhorred.  Some  weeks  ago 
Albert  was  here. — He  detailed  in  presence  of  the  family, 
many  harsh  things — very  offensive  remarks  of  yours  in 
reference  to  Sam's  extortion  as  a  lawyer  and  his  sympathy 
with  the  peace  movements,  and  your  apprehensions  that 
I  was  not,  according  to  your  views,  exactly  sound.  I 
learned  afterwards  in  his  (Albert's)  meeting  with  you,  he 
was  about  telling  you  some  of  the  remarks  his  disclosures 
had  elicited  from  some  of  my  family — when  you  stopped 
him  and  told  him  you  didn't  want  to  hear  him.  This  was 
so  truly  noble  and  sensible  and  was  so  felt  to  be  by  all  of 
us,  that  we  felt  rebuked  for  allowing  him  to  tell  us  what 
you  had  said.  It  crossed  out  the  painful  misgivings  we 
had  begun  to  entertain  that  the  demon  of  dissention  was 
insinuating  himself  into  our  family  relations.  I  say  it 
wiped  it  out. — I  do  not  doubt  things  have  been  said  on 
both  sides,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  said.  I  have 
cautioned  my  family  against  hearing  or  saying  any  thing 
in  the  future,  which  could  be  regarded  as  unkind.  If  this 
war  must  destroy  every  thing  else  worth  living  for,  let  it 
not  mar  what  has  been  our  chief  happiness  heretofore — 
the  genuine  brotherhood  of  the  Worths. 

It  would  be  more  than  unprofitable  to  mention  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  has  been  reported  as  being  said.      Let  it 
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all  be  forgotten  or  understood  as  never  having  been  ut- 
tered and  if  we  differ  in  ojjinion  about  the  war,  it  should 
not  be  suffered  to  grow  into  a  canker  destroying  the  enjoy- 
ments of  our  domestic  relations. 
Discussion  of  the         I  do  uot  think  Albert's  conduct  sprung  from  an}'  bad 

peace  movement.  .,,  ,  iti 

motive,  but  from  thoughtless  weakness  and  1  have  no  den- 
nite  idea  wherein  we  differ  about  the  war.  I  do  not  agree 
with  either  the  Observer  or  the  Standard.  The  Observer 
abhors  peace  on  any  other  basis  than  Independence  and 
scorns  those  who  advocate  the  appointment  of  Comrs.  to 
treat  for  peace,  it  being  well  known  that  the  l^orth  will 
not  grant  it  on  this  basis.  The  Standard  insists  on  meas- 
ures looking  to  peace,  but  denies  being  for  re-construction. 
I  am  for  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U. 
S. — but  for  maintaining  the  war  with  all  possible  vigor 
until  such  peace  can  be  made.  I  believe  while  we  exhibit 
a  good  military  front  such  a  peace  could  be  made — and 
that  it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  more  durable  and  to 
protect  our  rights  than  peace  on  the  basis  of  independence. 
Tn  this  opinion  /  l-jiov  very  many  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  most  virtuous  men  of  the  State  concur — and  /  believe 
a  majority  of  the  State  and  of  the  U.  S.  concur:  but  ter- 
rorism prevents  the  avowal  of  it — and  the  authorities  of 
Ixith  governments  are  unwilling  to  submit  it  to  a  vote 
of  the  peo])le.  The  aSTorthern  Govt  is  now^  a  complete  Mili- 
tary Despotism  and  the  Administration  at  Richmond  de- 
sires to  make  the  Confederacy  one. — I  would  therefore 
vote  for  a  Convention  in  N.  C,  not  to  withdraw  the  State 
from  the  Confederacy,  but  to  appoint  Comrs.  to  ascer- 
tain whether  a  peace  can  be  obtained  on  the  basis  of  the 
Constitutidii  of  the  IT.  S.  and  if  so,  to  submit  it  to  the 
people  to  say  whether  they  would  accept  peace  on  these 
terms. 

[P.  S.] — I  was  not  at  home  when  I.  H.  Foust  was  here 
some  weeks  ago.  I  learned  from  Major  Russ  that  he  de- 
clined to  act  as  Col.  of  the  home  militia  with  B.  F.  Hoover 
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as  his  Q.  M. — I  was  not  surprised  at  this.  My  astonish- 
ment was  how  he  came  by  an  appointment  from  Govr. 
Vance,  exempting  him  from  conscription.  ISTone  could 
have  been  made,  as  I  think,  so  prejudicial  to  Govr.  Vance 
in  Randolph,  both  on  account  of  the  political  and  social 
position  of  the  appointee.  On  asking  the  Govr.  yesterday 
how  he  came  to  make  such  an  appointment,  he  told  me  it 
was  uj)on  the  recommendation  of  my  ""relation."  I  would 
not  ask  what  relation,  fearing  that  you  had  signed  the 
recommendation.  As  the  Govr.  could  not  remove  him,  I 
understand  [he]  relieved  him  from  duty;  and  appointed 
one  with  whom  Mr.  Foust  w^ould  act :  so  I  suppose  he  is 
now  in  the  happy  condition  of  being  free  from  conscrip- 
tion ;  and  without  duty  in  the  militia,  if  he  has  the  mean- 
ness not  to  resign. 

So  this  has  run  into  a  long  letter  at  last.    I  am  not  well 
today — my  hand  trembles,  etc. 


To  IF.  J.  Long. 

Raleigh  Feh  9/6Jf. 


It  is  reported  here  I  believe  that  a  bill  to  suspend  the  supposed  that 

_^    ,  ,  .  writ  of  habeas 

Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  has  passed  or  will  pass  very  soon,  corpus  ^.^■il\  be 

^  ^  X  ^  suspended. 

If  so  f  of  the  State  will  demand  a  Convention.  A  large 
majority  of  the  State  would  vote  Convention  now,  if  the 
question  were  submitted. 

Long's  Mills. 
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Relating  to  Con- 
federate currency 
legislation. 


To  Daniel  Wortli.^ 

EaleicxH  Feh.  lO/GJf.. 

The  legislation  on  the  currency  in  Congress  is  conducted 
in  secret  session.  By  accident  the  bill  which  has  passed 
the  Senate  got  into  the  hands  of  an  agent  I  had  employed 
in  Richmond  to  collect  claims  dne  the  State  from  the  Con- 
federacy. He  says  it  j^rescribes  that  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  the  hill,  no  currency  now  out  is  to  be  received 
in  payment  of  any  public  dues — and  all  of  it,  not  funded 
in  4  per  cent  bonds,  by  1  May  next,  is  no  longer  to  be  re- 
ceived for  any  public  dues.  The  currency  is  to  be  supplied 
by  a  new  issue.  It  may  not  pass  the  House.  Our  mem- 
bers will  tell  him  nothing  about  it  because  their  pledge 
of  secrecy  forbid  it;  but  they  all  advise  him  not  to  re- 
ceive payment  of  any  claim  to  the  State,  until  after  the 
final  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject — showing  that  they 
expect  that  action  to  take  away  the  little  of  vitality  noiu 
in  the  present  currency.  I  would  not  have  this  spoken 
of  as  it  might  expose  my  agent  to  censure,  though  he  ob- 
tained the  information  by  accident — and  broke  no  confi- 
dence in  disclosing  it  to  me. 

CoMPANY^s  Shops. 


Relating  to  Con- 
federate currency 
legislation. 


To  David  G.  }Yortli. 

Raleigh  i^c&.  ll/6Jf. 
I  have  information  in  which  I  have  implicit  confidence 
that  the  Con.  Senate  has  passed  a  bill,  which  if  ratified  by 
till'  House,  will  make  all  the  present  issues  of  Confederate 
money  now  out,  worthless  and  uncurrent,  from  and  after 
the  ratification,  except  for  funding  in  4  per  cent  Ix-nds.  I 
am  informed  by  Mr.  Winston,  my  agent  at  Richmond,  to 
collect  claims  of  the  State  against  the  Confederacy,  that 
he  is  emphatically  advised  by  our  representatives  not  to 


'  A  cousin  of  Jonatlian  Worth. 


Correspondence  of  Jonathan  Worth.  295 

receive  for  the  State  any  more  money  till  Congress  shall 
have  finally  acted,  which  shows  their  belief  that  the  present 
currency  is  likely  to  be  very  injuriously  affected — the  last 
spark  of  vitality  extinguished  by  the  action  of  Congress. 

Knowing  that  you  and  Green  have  recently  raised  large 
amounts  of  currency,  I  communicate  this  intelligence  and 
advise  you  to  have  as  little  as  possible  on  hand.  Congress 
adjourns  next  Wednesday — leaving  little  time  to  do  any 
thing. 

If  our  land  trade  is  not  consumated  or  made  obligatory 
by  writing  and  such  Act  pass,  Reaves  will  fly  and  we 
shall  lose  all  our  money.  If  it  is  not  already  closed  by 
a  deed,  tio  time  sliouJcl  he  lost  in  putting  the  contract  in 
obligatory  shape.  If  the  deed  cannot  be  made  immediately 
a  large  part  of  the  money  might  be  paid  and  the  contract 
reduced  to  writing,  reciting  that  the  residue  is  to  be  paid 
in  the  present  issues  of  Confederate  Currency.  Show  this 
letter  to  brother  B.  C  and  to  no  body  else. 

All  w^ell 


To  George  Makepeace. 

Ealeigh  Feh.  1 1/GJ^. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  effect  of  the  Cur-  Relating  to  con- 
federate currency 
rency  bill  w^hich  has  j)assed  the  Con.  Senate  in  secret  ses-  legislation 

sion,  will  be,  if  the  House  concur  in  it,  to  make  all  the 
present  currency  worthless,  except  for  funding,  from  and 
after  its  ratification.  And  as  to  the  probability  of  its  pass- 
ing the  House,  I  am  informed  by  my  agent  at  Richmond 
to  settle  and  collect  claims  of  the  State  against  the  Con- 
federacy, that  our  members  of  the  House  emphatically 
recommend  him  to  receive  no  luore  money  for  the  State 
until  Congress  shall  have  finally  acted,  showing  their. be- 
lief that  the  last  spark  of  vitality  in  our  present  currency 
is  likely  to  be  extinguished  by  the  legislation  of  Congress. — 
The  plan  proposes  new  issues  for  the  currency  and  while 
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au  enormous  tax  is  imposed,  allows  none  of  it  to  be  paid 
with  present  currencv.  The  measures  offers  the  holders 
of  present  currency  the  alternative  to  fund  by  the  1st 
May — or  lose  it. — The  Congress  adjourns  next  Wednes- 
day. I  make  this  communication  to  you  that  you  take 
such  course  as  your  judgment  approves. 

[The  remainder  of  the  page  cannot  be  read.'] 
Fkankliksville. 


To  Darnel  L.  EusseU.^ 

Ealeigh  Feb.  16th  ISGJf. 

otTcomcmlon^^^       Yours  of  the  10th  inst.  was  reed  by  this  morning's  mail. 

The  draft  for  your  County  as  well  as  all  the  other  Coun- 
ties for  the  first  installment  of  the  $1,000,000  appropri- 
ated for  the  benefit  of  the  families  of  indigent  soldiers, 
was  sent,  directed  to  your  Co.  Com.  about  the  2Sth  ult. 
As  I  had  paid  the  appropriation  last  year  in  4  equal  in- 
stallments— on  first  Feb.,  May,  Aug.,  and  Nov.  which 
course,  I  believe  met  universal  approbation,  and  as  the 
Genl.  A.  knowing  this  did  not  require  the  whole  to  be  paid 
at  once,  and  for  other  urgent  reasons,  I  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  continue  the  same  course.  I  asked  the  Com.  on 
Finance  if  they  deemed  it  expedient,  to  direct  the  whole 
amount  paid  at  once.  They  seemed  to  be  unanimous  that 
it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Treasr. 

I  presume  the  draft  is  in  the  P.  O.  at  Smithville — If 
not,  let  me  know  and  I  will  send  a  duplicate. 

You  ask  me  mi/  private  opinion  as  to  the  ]u-opriety  of 
calling  a  Convention  and  whether  I  think  it  probable  that 
the  Govr.  will  call  the  Assembly  before  ]\ray. — My  opinion 


'  Daniel  L.  Uussell,  of  Brunswick  county,  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  in  18(54  and  in  lS(i5.  He  was  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  in  1868.  He  was  a  RepubHcan  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  1876.  He  was  a  member  of  the  4()th  Congress.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  Governor  of  the  State. 
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on  both  tliesL^  questions  may  be  partly  influenced  by  the 
final  action  o±  Congress  on  the  military  bill — the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Coiyus  and  the  Currency  bill. 
jMothing  definite  is  known  as  to  the  decision  of  Congress 
on  either  of  these  questions. 

It  is  certain  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  State,  probably  a  large  majority — disapprove  the 
course  of  the  administration — Very  many  believe  that  a 
continuance  of  the  war  will  result  in  universal  emancipa- 
tion, and  that  while  we  present  a  formidable  military 
front,  we  could  make  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  U.  S.  whereby  we  would  preserve  our  slaves,  and 
save  the  further  effusion  of  blood  and  destruction  of  every 
thing.  Our  Govt.  tvUl  not  negotiate  on  this  basis.  The 
!N'orth  will  not  negotiate  on  any  other.  A  large  majority 
of  the  Northern  Congress  and  probably  a  large  majority 
of  the  Northern  people  would  make  peace  on  the  basis  of 
re-union,  with  all  our  rights  protected.  I  think  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  of  this  State  would  vote  for  peace 
on  these  terms.  In  sincerity  and  truth  I  am  willing  that 
the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the  people  shall  rule:  and  as 
the  proper  authorities  will  not  negotiate  for  peace  and  a 
Convention  could  appoint  Comr.  and  ascertain  whether 
some  acceptable  peace  can  be  obtained,  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  question  Convention  or  no  Convention  being  submitted 
to  the  people  as  in  1861 — voting  for  delegates  at  the  same 
time. — I  would  not  have  the  Genl  A.  call  a  Convention — 
but  I  would  submit  it  to  a  vote  of  the  people. — I  would 
vote  Convention:  jSTot  with  the  view^  of  seceding  froni 
the  Confederacy,  but  with  the  view  of  seeking  to  bring 
about  a  General  peace.  If  it  should  succeed,  millions  of 
hearts  would  leap  with  joy:  if  the  enemy  should  exact 
terms  such  as  Lincoln  offers,  or  otherwise  degrading;  then 
we  should  sternly  buckle  on  our  armor  and  unanimously 
and  bravely  make  the  war  the  arbiter. 

These  are  franklv  mv  views.     I  know  there  is  a  class  of 
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politicians  who  would  denounce  them  disloyal : — and  for 
this  reason  many  who  concur  in  them  have  not  the  moral 
courage  to  avow  their  sentiments.  It  is  silly  to  charge 
me  with  disloyalty  to  my  State.  Every  thing  dear  to 
me  is  in  JST.  C.  A  very  large  part  of  the  property  of  my- 
self and  my  children,  consists  of  slaves.  I  wish  to  re- 
tain them  as  slaves,  believing  it  best  for  them,  as  Avell  as 
for  me.  I  believe  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  U.  S.  a  better  security  to  this  property,  than  separate 
Independence;  besides  I  abhor  war  and  would  rather  sub- 
mit to  any  thing  not  degrading,  than  continue  to  force 
men  to  slaughter. 

Besides  I  believe  that  a  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  U.  S.  would  be  likely  to  be  durable.  Men 
would  not  soon  be  willing  to  plunge  again  into  civil  war. 

I  deem  it  impolitic,  occuj)ying  my  position,  to  take  a 
prominent  part  in  political  questions.  It  w^ould  impair  my 
usefulness  as  Treasurer — and  you  will  therefore  consider 
this  frank  answer  to  your  questions  as  Confidential. — 

I  have  no  idea  that  the  Govr.  will  convene  the  Genl  A. 
before  May  unless  he  shall  be  induced  to  do  so  by  peti- 
tions generally  signed  by  the  people.  Popular  meetings 
Avill  not  influence  him,  because  he  can't  know  who  attends 
them: — or  unless  the  legislation  of  Congress  shall  make  it 
necessary. 

WiLMIXGTON. 


To  William  Brown. 

Raleigh  Feb.  IStli  ISOJf. 
coSption.''' '*"  Yours  of  the  lOth  inst.  mailed  the  16th  is  just  received. 
Congress  passed  an  Act  some  months  ago  exempting 
from  conscription,  such  State  officers  as  were  then  or  might 
be  thereafter  exempt  from  military  duty  by  the  laws  of 
the  State.  At  the  extra  session  of  our  Assembly  in  N'ovr. 
last,  an  act  passed  declaring  certain  officers  of  the  State, 
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among  them  constables,  exempt  from  military  duty.  If 
you  are  a  Constable,  you  are  entitled  to  exemption  from 
conscri^^tion,  unless  the  new  militia  bill  just  passed  by  Con- 
gress, and  not  yet  published,  makes  you  liable.  You  will 
probably  see  this  act  published  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  have  found  consolation  in  all  our  troubles  in  the  course 
I  pursued  as  the  representative  of  Randolph.  Events 
have  proved  the  correctness  of  my  judgment ;  and  I  am 
proud  that  I  had  the  moral  courage  (at  one  time  certainly, 
without  the  approval  of  any  body)  to  do  what  I  could  to 
avoid  this  accursed  war. 

i^ANTUCKET. 


To 

Raleigh  Mar.  2nd  186 J^. 
My  old  friend 

Mr.  Jackson  told  me  when  I  last  saw  him  that  you  had  situation  regard- 

ing  Holden  and 

jjaid  him  the  amount  ol  a  little  note  I  held  on  Jno.  Moon  the  standard. 
and  that  you  wished  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
money.     I  hereby  acknowledge  it. 

The  continual  and  enormous  changes  of  the  currency, 
with  the  vast  amount  of  money  I  have  to  manage  leaves 
me  no  time  to  write  social  letters — scarcely  time  to  give 
an  occasional  thought  to  the  management  of  my  own  prop- 
erty, otherwise  you  would  more  frequently  hear  from  me. 

I  have  time  now  only  to  say  a  few  words.  I  have  not 
seen  Mr.  Holden  since  he  suspended  the  issue  of  his  paper. ^ 
He  suspended  his  paper  because  he  had  good  reason  to 
believe  that  he  could  no  longer  publish  it  with  safety  to 
himself  or  to  his  property.  It  is  well  understood  that  all 
editors  and  judges  and  other  persons  occupying  prominent 
positions  must  support  the  powers  that  be,   or  run  the 


1  The  issue  of  the  Standard  was  suspended  February  24.  An 
extra  was  issued  in  March  to  announce  his  candidacy  for  governor. 
Regular  pubHcatiou  was  resumed  in  May. 
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chance  of  aiTest  and  imprisonment,  without  any  chance 
of  a  trial  according  to  law  and  until  the  executive  of  the 
Confederacy  shall  think  proper. 

Hoke's  brigade  were  ordered  to  encamp  near  this  city. 
Xo  one  could  imagine  any  other  motive  for  it  except  the 
suppression  of  the  Standard  and  repressing  the  growing- 
state  of  public  sentiment. 

Our  destiny  now  depends  entirely  on  the  military  power. 
The  army  generally  has  enlisted  and  it  has  all  the  power 
and  those  out  of  it  can  do  nothing  to  bring  about  peace. 
Xobody  can  say  ought  against  the  administration  without 
being  accused  of  treason — and  perhaps  imprisoned.  The 
whole  North  and  South  are  under  as  perfect  a  military 
Despotism  as  ever  existed  in  a  civilized  country, — I  am  not 
more  depressed  than  I  was  at  the  beginning  and  shall  be 
rejoiced  if  matters  do  not  grow  worse. 


To  D.  H.  Starhucl: 

Raleigh  Mar.  5th  186Jf. 
Opposing  ostab-  The  difficulties  which  the  new  currency  bill  present  to 

lishm(.'iit  of  a  new  ^  i 

^"'i'^^-  me  as  Treas.  and  the  consequent  correspondence  and  con- 

sideration have  so  engrossed  my  time  that  I  have  been 
unable  to  give  much  of  my  thoughts  to  your  suggestions 
in  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult  as  their  gravity  requires  and 
I  have  time  now  only  to  say  a  few  words. 

On  your  project  of  getting  up  a  paper  I  should  concur 
but  for  this  insuperable  difficulty — ^^Vith  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  suspended  the  editor  would  be  arrested  if 
his  paper  was  not  a  reflex  or  nearly  a  reflex  of  the  views 
of  Mr.  Davis : — or  the  paper  suppressed  by  a  mob.  Judge 
Pearson,  as  you  will  have  seen,  wnll  not  be  sustained  by 
Judges  Battle  and  Manly, 

The  army  has  been  wrought  up  to  enthusiasm.  Its  offi- 
cers almost  iinanimouslv  are  for  a  military  despotism  and 
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the  veterans  have  acquired  the  habit  of  obedience  to  the 
will  of  their  leaders.  The  will  of  the  army  must  control 
every  thing.     If  the  ballot  box  be 

[No  copy  is  found  of  the  other  sheet. ^ 
Salem. 


FromD.  G.  ]yoiih. 
WiLMixGTox^  X.  C.  March  11th  ISGJf- 

I  herewith,  enclose  drft  on  J.  F.  Hutchings,  Esq. 
County  Trustee  of  Wake  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for 
salt  sent  to  Thos.  G.  Wliitaker,  Salt  Comr.  for  Wake. 
Whitaker  writes  me  that  he  will  try  and  be  able  to  meet 
the  dft  before  1st  April.  I  wish  you  to  collect  it  and  for- 
ward proceeds  in  6  per  cent  Confederate  Bonds  of  the 
class  which  the  States  are  privileged  to  take  under  the  late 
Currency  bill.  I  wrote  you  some  days  ago  that  a  party 
from  whom  I  had  purchased  a  lot  of  corn  refused  the 
money  but  offered  to  take  these  bonds.  I  want  them  to 
pay  him.  I  wrote  Whitaker  today  that  he  must  without 
fail  meet  this  dft  in  time  for  you  to  fund  before  1st  April. 
I  send  it  in  time  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  its 
reaching  you.  I  have  notified  him  that  you  will  have 
the  dft. 

I  also  enclose  School  Warrant  Xo.  10.  Deer.  18/63  for 
$1726.57  and  H.  A.  Dowd  &  J.  M.'s  check  Jany  7/64  foi- 
$1175.20  which  please  collect  and  forward  to  me  by  ex- 
press.    Please  forward  in  bills  under  $100. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Genl.  Beauregard  yet.  I 
am  surprised  at  the  delay  and  much  worried  and  annoyed 
about  it.  One  man  from  whom  I  purchased  1000  bush. 
corn  has  been  notified  not  to  deliver  it  until  I  obtain  au- 
thority to  export  it.  I  have  written  Genl  B.  myself.  We 
are  all  well.     Love  to  all. 
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To  P.  H.  ^Yimton,  Jr.' 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  2Stli  ISGJ^. 
Discussion  of  the         I  tluuik  YOU  for  yoiu*  two  late  letters.     The  fact  I  had 

condition  ot  i  i   i      c  i       i   •    -i 

public  affairs.  heard  before  and  which  you  state  m  your  last,  that  solYeut 
men  are  willing  to  borrow  the  present  issues,  promising 
payment  in  the  new  issues  a  few  months  hence,  proves  the 
conviction  that  the  currency  is  to  grow  worse ;  a  result  of 
the  late  currency  bill  which  will  be  far  from  surprising 
to  me.  Its  basis,  is  dishonesty — a  foundation  on  which 
all  the  Richmond  authorities  delight  to  build.  Lawson's 
decision  adheres  to  it.  The  Judiciary  is  as  truckling  and 
subservient  as  legislative  bodies.  Lincoln  and  his  hosts 
would  reduce  us  to  contemptible  vassels  and  our  own  au- 
thorities seem  determined  to  strip  us  of  every  vestige  of 
civil  liberty — and  to  reduce  us  to  poverty  and  starvation. 
My  maxim  is  however  never  to  despair — and  my  efforts 
shall  be  employed  to  this  end,  both  individually  and  offi- 
cially to  save  what  useful  fragments  I  can  from  the  gen- 
eral wreck.  There  seems  to  be  some  manliness  left  in 
Georgia  and  good  may  grow  out  of  it.  I  think  !N"orth 
Carolina  is  losing  all  spirit  and  I  fear  will  soon  command 
no  respect  any  where,  but  possibly  the  iniquity  contem- 
plated in  attempting  to  pay  us  in  the  currency  she  deems 
most  AvoTthless  a  debt  which  in  equity  ought  to  be  at  least 
four-fold  greater  than  we  claim,  may  result  in  our  turn- 
ilig  over  our  military  and  our  clothing  establishments,  in- 
cluding our  ships  to  the  Confederacy — or  a  sale  of  them 
in  some  other  Avay  to  replenish  our  Treasury.  If  so,  it 
will  probably  save  the  State  from  ultimate  insolvencv  and 


1  Patrick  H.  Winston,  of  Bertie,  was  a  member  of  the  I.egis'atures 
of  1850  and  185-'.  In  18(U  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  State  Court 
of  C'laims.  He  was  later  linancial  agent  of  the  State  in  its  relations 
with  the  Confederate  government.  In  1864  he  became  President  of 
the  Council  of  State.  .  He  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1865, 
and  opposed  the  candidacy  of  W.  W.  Holden  for  Governor.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  movement  which  resulted  in  Jonathan  Worth's 
election. 
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repudiation.  If  Holden  will  withdraw  and  Govr.  Vance 
will  take  bold  ground,  which  I  believe  he  would,  for  the 
rights  of  the  State,  the  Richmond  authorities  will  respect 
us.  If  Holden  remains  in  the  field  and  Gov.  Y.  to  insure 
his  election  should  treat  the  Destruction  with  levity,  we 
will  be  despised — and  ruined. 

As  the  Genl  A.  does  not  meet  until  the  3rd  Monday  of 
May  and  Congress  may  take  some  action  for  the  relief  of 
the  State,  I  shall  await  the  benefit  of  intervening  develop- 
ments to  shape  any  recommendation  to  the  Genl  A.  as  to 
the  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the  Treasury — and  shall 
feel  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  any  information  you  can 
give  me  from  time  to  time,  as  to  the  workings  of  the  cur- 
rency act,  or  any  thing  else  which  may  let  a  ray  of  light 
into  the  murky  darkness  with  which  my  position  is  sur- 
rounded. 

I  am  perplexed  with  some  difficulties  as  to  my  personal 
afl^airs,  growing  out  of  the  tax  law,  as  to  which  you  may 
be  able  to  give  me  some  information. 

I  am  Prest.  of  the  Cedar  Falls  Manufacturing  Co. — 
Cotton  spinning  and  weaving.  Full  f  of  the  capital  stock 
of  this  Co.  (and  I  suppose  of  all  like  Companies)  consists 
of  real  estate — factory  buildings,  machinery  attached, 
dwellings  for  operatives,  store-houses,  etc.  The  1st  Sec. 
taxes  real  estate  5  per  cent  on  its  value  in  1860  "not  herein 
after  exempted  or  taxed  at  a  different  rate." — The  2nd 
Sec.  taxes  the  shares  of  stock  held  in  such  companies  5 
per  cent  according  to  the  value  of  such  shares  in  currency 
at  the  time  of  the  assessment — Again — the  1st  Sec.  taxes 
all  the  personal  property  of  the  corporation — Is  the  whole 
stock  taxed — and  then  the  property  in  which  it  is  in- 
vested— taxed  again —  ? 

I  have  farms  in  two  contiguous  counties — the  farms 
being  near  each  other.  The  tithes  for  both  farms  were  de- 
livered in  one  of  the  counties.  Am  I  required  to  list  these 
lands  in  the  counties  in  which  thev  are  situated  ?     If  so, 


304  j^oRTH  Carolina  Historical  Commission. 

I  shall  have  the  credit  for  my  tithes  in  the  county  in  which 
I  paid  no  tithes. 

The  tithes  I  have  paid  are  worth  twice  as  much  as  the 
taxes  on  both  farms.  I  have  an  estate  in  another  county 
of  considerable  value  on  which  I  made  no  crop  last  year 
and  exjiect  to  make  none  this  year.  Am  I  entitled  to  any 
credit  on  amount  of  my  tithes,  towards  the  taxes  on  the 
last  mentioned  lands  ? 

The  last  mentioned  tract  of  land  I  [word  illegible']  is 
in  that  County.  I  made  no  crop  on  it  last  year — shall  make 
none  this  year.  The  value  of  the  tithes  I  have  paid  is 
more  than  equal  to  the  taxes  on  all  my  agricultural  estate. 
Can  I  get  any  credit  for  my  tithes  out  of  the  County  in 
which  they  were  entered  ? 

Richmond,  Ya. 


To  David  G.  Worth. 

Raleigh  AjjI.  21st  186Jf. 

Yr  letter  to  the  Govr  in  relation  to  the  conscription  of 
your  croppers,  cannot  be  found.  The  Govr  is  out  making 
speeches  at  Fayetteville  and  elsewhere — will  not  be  back 
before  next  Monday.  His  aid,  Col.  Barnes,  would  act  in 
his  behalf,  if  he  could  find  your  letter.  He  wishes  you  to 
write  again  immediately,  furnishing  the  names  of  the 
hands  who  have  been  taken  with  your  certificate  stating 
that  they  are  imperatively  necessary  to  your  operations, 
in  such  terms  as  you  think  proper. 

Col  Barnes  promised  me  that  he  would  address  Col. 
Mallett  and  ask  that  he  will  desist. 


COREESPOXDEXCE    OF    JoKATHAX    WoRTH.  305 

To  Jamoi  HusscJI. 

Raleigh  ApJ.  22/61^ 

I  have  not  corn  here  to  last  me  more  than  10  days.  I  ^ondiKa"o*f1fis° 
have  made  every  effort  in  my  power  and  cannot  buy  at  any  p'''^'^'^' 
price  for  any  sort  of  money  or  in  exchange  for  any  thing 
I  have.  I  have  felt  sure  till  my  last  visit  that  my  farm 
could  have  supplied  me  300  bushels,  and  therefore  did  not 
provide  while  I  might  have  done  so.  I  have  tried  the  fac- 
tories in  Randolph  since  I  saw  you.  I  cannot  get  a  bushel. 
I  must  keep  from  starving  as  long  as  possible.  If  yon  are 
called  on  for  my  tithes,  I  wish  you  to  deliver  only  50 
bushels  till  I  further  direct.  I  must  try  to  get  off  by  sup- 
plying 50  bushels  of  wheat  after  harvest  for  50  bu.  of 
corn,  or  pay  the  penalty  which  the  government  may  re- 
quire. In  the  meantime  not  another  bushel  must  be  paid 
for  work  or  anv  thine'  else  and  vou  must  be  as  economical 
in  the  use  of  it  as  is  consistent  with  keeping  the  stock  alive 
and  the  horses  in  good  order.  By  cutting  shucks,  etc., 
and  grinding  corn  and  mixing  you  can  save  some  corn. 

When  ^lack  returns  I  want  20  bushels  of  the  corn 
ground  and  let  Mr.  Jackson  take  the  team  and  bring  it 
here.  Let  the  corn  be  shelled  and  gTOund  ready  so  the 
team  may  not  have  to  stay  and  eat  after  it  returns,  before 
it  can  start  here.  Mack  will  be  back  soon  after  this 
reaches  you,  if  not  before.  The  horses  Jackson  drives  will 
not  be  sent  back  to  the  plantation. 

If  you  have  not  measured  out  the  30  bushels  of  tithe 
wheat  I  wish  you  to  do  so  without  delay — and  after  taking- 
part  for  your  sow  and  pigs,  let  me  know  about  how  much 
is  left. 

The  2000  lbs  pork  would  make  1400  bacon,  but  say  it 

would  make 1333 

Deduct  for  tithes - 180 

96  lbs  per  month  for  12  months 1152 


20 
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There  is  barely  enough  to  last.  It  must  last.  I  have 
as  many  to  feed  here  as  at  the  farm — and  had  only  1000 
lbs  here.  What  I  bought  at  Asheboro  will  be  required  to 
make  up  deficiency  here.  I  shall  direct  that  Mack  bring 
me  200  llis  middling  from  Asheboro,  for  which  send  me 
200  lbs  hams  by  Jackson.  He  can  bring  200  lbs  and  the 
meal  from  twenty  bushels  of  com. 

Feed  the  cows  no  more  with  meal,  unless  to  keep  them 
alive.      I  give  up  the  butter  project. 


To  ^y.  ^^\  iioUen. 

Raleigh  Apl.  23rd  ISOJ^. 

W.    W.    HOLDEN,    ESQR.        - 

An  effort  to  recon-      Dear  Sir: — The  kiiid  personal  relation  existing  between 

clle  Vance  and  ^  °  ^ 

Hoiien.  Govr.  Vance  and  myself  and  between  you  and  myself  and 

the  firm  conviction  that  a  breach  between  you  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  good  made  me  hope  such  collision 
would  be  avoided,  until  Gov.  Vance's  Wilkesboro  speech 
was  ])ublished  and  you  became  a  candidate;  and  I  have 
still  hoped  that  some  means  of  reconciliation  might  be 
found,  and  hence  have  avoided  taking  any  part  in  the  con- 
test. I  presume  the  immediate  cause  of  your  declaring 
yourself  a  Candidate  was  the  changed  tone  of  the  Govr,  in 
that  speech  on  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus — and 
the  general  drift  of  the  speech  importing  to  the  Convention 
party  the  jnirpose  of  seceding  from  the  Confederacy  and 
re-constructing.  This  imputation,  so  far  as  applied  to 
you,  or  any  considerable  number  of  your  friends,  was  not 
warranted  by  any  thing  you  had  said,  so  far  as  I  know. 
You  had  a  thousand  times  affirmed  the  reverse.  A  very 
small  number,  until  lately,  hoped  for  re-construction.  You 
have  all  the  time  opposed  it. — None  can  now  entertain 
this.  It  is  probable  you  may  have  felt  that  Gov.  V.  bus 
not  extended  to  you  the  pr()t<'etion  you  had  a  right  to  ex- 
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pect.  If  join-  information  [is]  that  Hoke's  Brigade  was 
abont  to  be  stationed  here  with  Gov.  Vance's  approval  jnst 
before  you  suspended  your  paper,  the  presranption  was  a 
probable  one  that  it  sprnng  from  hostility  to  you. — 

I  perceive  yon  publish  Stephen's  speech  with  approval,  vance's^attftude. 
I  regard  it  as  the  most  statesman-like  and  conclusive  argu- 
ment on  all  the  points  he  touches,  which  has  appeared 
since  the  Avar  began.  I  perceive  by  the  editorial  of  the 
Governor's  paper  and  what  I  hear  from  other  sources,  that 
the  Governor  fully  and  heartily  endorses  it,  and  says  his 
softened  tone  in  his  Wilkesboro  speech  was  intended  to 
soothe  an  excited  community.  From  what  I  hear  I  pre- 
sume he  will  pnt  himself  right  on  the  peace  and  Habeas 
Corpus  questions  by  the  publication  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  President  and  his  next  message  to  the  Genl  As- 
sembly. If  he  should  do  so — the  difference  between  yon 
on  the  questions  of  public  interest  will  be  narrowed  down 
to  the  Convention  question,  an  issue  at  present,  not  war- 
ranting a  contest;  and  as  to  any  personal  alienation,  I 
trnst  the  Governor  and  you  might,  by  mutual  explanations, 
be  restored  to  yonr  former  relations. 

^ow  I  submit  to  you  whether  the  adoption  by  the  Govr. 
of  Stephen's  speech — and  his  explanation  of  his  softened 
tone  on  Habeas  Corpus  in  his  Wilkesboro  speech,  espe- 
cially if  accompanied  by  the  publication  of  a  manly  remon- 
strance against  the  Habeas  Coi^pus  Act,  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  anticipation  of  the  passage  of  the  Act,  would  not 
warrant  you  in  withdrawing  your  name  on  the  ground  of 
his  rectified  position, — I  have  the  highest  possible  respect 
for  yonr  judgment — and  especially  for  your  knowledge  of 
public  opinion  in  X.  C.  It  appears  to  me,  especially  with 
j)roper  explanations  of  my  personal  gronnds  of  opinion,  if 
there  be  any,  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for  you  to  place 
yourself  on  higher  grounds  of  personal  popularity  than 
you  ever  occupied,  at  the  same  time  cementing  the  con- 
servative party  and  inflicting  on  your  enemies  a  most  fa- 
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tal  blow.  The  Destnictionists  have  disapproved  Stephen's 
speech — have  justified  the  suspension  of  Habeas  Corpus — 
and  if  you  and  the  Govr,  were  reconciled,  would  fall  the 
flattest  that  ever  party  did  fall — And  your  generosity 
would  give  you  a  popularity  insuring  to  you  any  position 
you  may  desire — I  think  you  might  be  elected  our  next 
Govr.,  almost  by  acclamation.  At  present  I  regard  the  re- 
sult of  the  election  as  dependent  on  the  opening  military 
campaign. 

I  have  had  no  conference  on  these  views  with  the  Govr. 
or  any  body  else,  save  a  feAV  words  with  our  friend  B.  F. 
Moore.  I  beg  you  to  consider  them  and  if  there  be  any 
thing  in  them  meeting  your  approval :  or  you  can  suggest 
any  other  mode  of  avoiding  a  contest  which  I  am  per- 
suaded is  as  unpleasant  to  you,  as  it  is  likely  to  be  dam- 
aging to  the  success  of  our  great  and  patriotic  party,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  give  my  aid  in  carrying  it  out — but  if 
there  be  no  mode  of  avoiding  the  contest,  I  shall  feel  un- 
willing, on  personal  and  political  considerations,  to  take 
a  decided  part  in  this  most  unfortunate  division. 
Yours  very  truly  and  respectfully 

Jonathan  Worth 

I  have  not  made  known  to  any  person  whatsoever  that 
T  had  it  in  contemplation  to  write  this  letter  or  in  any 
other  way  to  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeigu  April  2o  ISOJf. 
******* 

staKrworTs.  ''''"'  '»'i'i'l<('<'-^  m^x^t^  a  I'idd  a  few  days  ago  on  the  State 

Salt  Works — burnt  up  the  tools  and  houses — damaged  the 
steam  ciigiuc  and  carried  of  47  of  the  hands.  David 
writes  that  they  were  forced  off.  Rumors  that  they  went 
willingly  he  says,  are  without  color  of  foundation.  They 
tired  on  those  who  esca]iod. 
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To  J.  J.  Jaclson. 

Raleigh,  May  30th,  I864. 
******  w 

You  will  have  lierceived  that  the  General  Assembly  has  Discussion  of  n.  c. 

^  _  _  "^  politics. 

adjourned,  but  such  a  bill  as  [Name  iUegihle^  wishes 
would  not  pass.  It  would  be  unconstitutional  and  our 
Gen'l  Assembly  still  exhibits  some  respect  for  constitution- 
ality. 

After  the  jDublication  of  Gov.  Vance's  letters  to  the 
Prest.  on  peace  and  the  Habeas  Corpus,  I  see  no  cause  to 
H.^  for  continuing  in  the  field,  and  I  think  Vs  friends 
who  Avere  becoming  alienated,  have  generally  expressed 
their  satisfaction.  H.  had  not  ten  avowed  supporters  in 
the  Gen'l  A.  I  now  think  V.  will  be  elected  by  an  in- 
creased majority.  Unless  you  can  make  up  your  mind 
decidedly  for  Y.,  I  think  you  had  better  not  be  a  candi- 
date. If  you  find  that  this  Avill  be  right  and  that  you  can 
carry  the  county  with  you,  I  think  the  canvass  will  benefit 
you,  and  if  you  have  a  satisfactory  assurance  of  not  losing 
your  office,  I  think  you  had  better  run. 

If  you  decide  to  run  I  will  use  my  influence  by  writing 
to  a  few  of  my  old  friends.  If  you  do  not,  I  shall  prob- 
ably remain  silent. 


To  Willia))}  A.  Graham. 

Raleigh,  June  Stli,  ISOJf. 
On  21st  Aiil.   a  partv  of  sailors  crossed  the  sound   in  Relating  to  dosing 

i-  I         'J  ol  state  salt  works 

boats,  burned  some  of  the  stables  etc.   belonging  to  the  ^^  '^^^^-  '^^'^iting. 

State  salt  works  and  captured  and  carried  off  -iT  of  the 

hands.     My  son  D.  G.  Worth  is  Salt  Commissioner.     He 

writes  me  that  the  damage  done  amounts  to  about  $10,- 

000.00.      The  party  departed  in  such  haste,   fearing  an 

attack,  that    the  damage  was    comparatively  small    and 

1  W.  W.  Hold  en. 

*  William  A.  Graham  was  at  this  time  a  Confederate  Senator. 
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has  been  repaired.  On  the  next  day,  Gen.  Whiting  had 
a  notice  served  on  him  in  the  following  words : 

"The  Major  General  commanding  directs  that  the  State 
Salt  "Works  will  no  longer  be  carried  on  on  Masonboro 
Sound.  That  if  it  is  necessary  for  these  works  to  be  car- 
ried on  you  will  move  them  to  such  a  point  on  the  Cape 
Fear  River  as  the  commanding  general  may  select.  Sigiied 
by  Jas.  H.  Hill,  Major  and  A."  A.  G." 

My  son  communicated  this  order  immediately  to  Gov. 
Vance,  stating  that  there  was  no  place  on  the  Cape  Fear 
where  the  works  could  be  carried  on  with  success  and  con- 
sequently that  obedience  to  the  order  amounted  to  an 
abandonment  of  the  works.  On  the  27th,  Apl.  the  Gov. 
replied,  directing  him  to  continue  the  work  where  he  was, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  'WTote  to  Gen.  Whiting  asking 
him  by  what  authority  and  for  what  reason  he  had  issued 
the  aforesaid  order.  My  son,  supposing  that  he  would 
not  be  interrupted,  went  on  with  his  work  with  several  flats 
by  which  he  greatly  cheapened  the  expense  of  getting  wood 
and  had  everything  going  on  harmoniously  and  success- 
fully, and  heard  nothing  more  from  Gen.  Whiting  or  the 
Gov.  on  the  subject  till  the  day  before  yesterday  when  Gen. 
W.  had  an  order  served  on  him,  stating  that  he  had  learned 
the  works,  ordered  to  be  stopped  some  time  ago  are  still 
runnino-  and  notifying  him  that  they  must  run  no  longer. 
This  order  he  has  sent  today  to  the  G^v.,  who  is  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State  and  probably  will  not  receive  it 
in  some  days. 

On  going  to  the  Gov's  clerk  today  I  found  a  reply  from 
Gen.  Whiting,  dated  29th,  Apl.  in  which  he  states  as  the 
ground  of  his  order  that  he  had  good  reason  to  believe 
tliat  many  of  the  salt  hands  were  in  correspondence  with 
the  enemy,  that  the  day's  capture  was  brought  about  by 
them,  that  Avith  regard  to  the  men  employed  at  the  salt 
Avorks,  whose  place  I  think  should  be  supjilied  by  negroes, 
I    liavc  called    the  attention  of  the  Conscript  Bureau  to 
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them.  The  authority  to  detail  them  is,  I  believe,  vested 
in  War  Department,  and  by  it  i-n  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. I  do  not  find  that  the  Gov.  returned  an  answer  to 
the  letter,  nor  did  he  advise  my  son  further  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

In  Gen.  Ws  letter  of  the  22,  xVpl.  apprising  the  Gov. 
[next  page  iU.egihle]  And  continue  to  produce  it  at  a 
cost  of  about  one  half  the  market  price.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  mules,  wagons,  etc  belonging  to  the  State. 
Those  near  the  coast  having  been  used  up,  individuals  will 
not  hazard  the  expense  of  making  flats  and  little  salt  is 
now  made  by  individual  enterprise. 

If  the  old  works  shall  not  be  captured  and  should  pro- 
duce enough,  it  could  not  be  distributed  for  want  of  trans- 
portation. The  works  can  be  immediately  closed  and  re- 
imburse all  the  money  the  State  has  advanced  and  has 
supplied  salt  at  prices  saving  $600,000.00  to  customers. 

I  know  not  what  my  son  will  do  but  suppose  he  will  de- 
cline to  remove  the  works  until  the  Gov.  can  be  heard 
from,  and  in  the  meantime  may  be  put  under  military 
arrest. 

Whether  you  can  do  anything  to  arrest  this  high-handed 
proceeding  I  know  not,  but  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
inform  you  of  the  facts. 

I  am  more  beset  with  the  difficulties  of  mana-iing  the 
Treasury  than  I  ever  have  been ;  and  considering  the 
cares  and  responsibilities  of  my  position  and  that  my  sal- 
ary will  not  supply  a  half  bushel  of  corn  per  day,  I  do  not 
feel  over  comfortable. 

Richmond,  Va. 


312  North  CAKOLI^^A  Histokical  Commission. 

To  David  G.  Worth. 

Kaleigh,  June  Sth,  ISGJf. 
Relating  to  closing      Qoy,  Vauce  IS  ill  the  westei'ii  part  of  the  State  and  your 

of  state  salt  works.  _  i     i  •         j.  i  r*   -\ 

coiiiiiiunication  may  not  reach  him  lor  some  days.  Lol. 
Little  says  he  has  sent  a  telegram  to  him,  apprising  him 
of  Gen.  Whiting's  order.  You  ought  not  to  obey  the 
order  till  you  hear  from  the  Goy.,  and  you  ought  respect- 
fully to  insist  on  the  Gen.  that,  as  you  are  a  State  officer, 
that  he  ought  not  to  require  you  to  break  up  a  great  State 
work,  until  you  haye  the  sanction  of  the  Gov.  If  he  in- 
sist upon  immediate  obedience  before  you  can  hear  from 
the  Gov.,  respectfully  decline  to  obey  and  let  him  put 
you  and  your  men  under  guard,  if  he  thinks  proper.  Keep 
cool ! — And  request  him  to  bring  the  proof  of  any  tamper- 
ing with  the  enemy  by  any  of  your  men,  and  if  such  proof 
be  made,  turn  them  oyer. 

I  will  write  you  more  fully  tomorrow.     All  well. 

If  you  disband  before  you  hear  from  the  Goy.  you  will 
be  censured. 


To  C.  R.  Thomas.' 

Raleigh,  June  10/6.!f. 
Ruhiting  to  renort        J  uiidcrstood,  aiid  belieyc  I  saw  in  the  papers,  that  the 

of  the  state  salt  cioi  oi/^  iii  '^1 

commissioner.  report  01  the  State  Salt  (Jomr  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
by  the  Senate,  and  learn  from  the  State  printer  that  it 
was  sent  down  to  him  to  be  printed  and  the  type  partly 
set  up,  when  it  was  w^ithdrawn  and  not  afterwards  returned 
to  liiiii.  It  contains  important  facts  in  relation  to  these- 
works,  which  Genl  Whiting  is  endeavoring  to  break  u|) — 
if  he  has  not  broken  them  up. 

*  Charles  R.  Thomas,  of  Carteret,  was  a  Whig  member  of  the  Con- 
vention of  18()1.  In  1S64  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  State.  After 
the  war  he  was  President  of  the  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road. In  1868,  as  a  Kepul)lican,  he  w^as  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1870  and  again  in  1872. 
After  187()  he  was  a  Democrat. 
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I  presume  the  docnnieiit  was  withdrawn  by  the  Com.  to 
which  it  was  referred — and  by  oversight  not  retnrned  to 
the  Printer.  Can  yon  not  get  it  into  his  hands  i  If 
placed  in  his  hands  it  shonhl  be  done  without  dehiy. 

GOLDSBORO. 


To  D.  G.  ^yoHl^. 

Raleigh^  June  lO/SJ^. 
I  feel  much  solicitude  as  to  the  progress  of  Genl  Whit-  Relating  to  affairs 

•>     1  •    1    1  T     1   •    1        •  r-  •         at  the  state  salt 

mg"  s  higii  handed  course.  1  think  of  no  further  suggestion  works, 
that  I  can  make  but  will  send  you  copies  of  Genl  Whiting's 
letters  to  the  Govr,  so  far  as  I  can  find  them.  From  one 
of  the  copies,  you  will  see  that  he  refers  to  a  letter  of  the 
22nd  Apl.  This  is  not  recorded,  as  the  others  are,  in  the 
Govr's  letter  book  and  his  clerk  says  he  has  not  seen  it. 

If  Whiting  breaks  up  the  works  it  will  raise  a  storm 
throughout  the  State.  I  cannot  supjjose  that  the  Govr  will 
yield  to  his  demand,  because  such  yielding  would  bring  a 
storm  on  him.  It  is  his  duty  to  see  the  laws  executed.  The 
pretext  that  the  disloyalty  of  many  of  your  hands  endan- 
gers the  safety  of  Wilmington,  and  therefore  warrants 
him  in  breaking  up  a  State  work,  will  not  do.  With  the 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  suspended  and  the  interpretation 
put  on  the  Act  by  the  Prest.,  Genl  W.  can  order  the  ar- 
rest of  any  body  whom  he  suspects,  without  any  oath  as 
to  probable  cause.  He  can  stop  the  work  by  arresting  all — 
or  cripple  it  by  arresting  in  part.  Let  him  have  those 
arrested  whom  he  suspects,  and  if  he  can  show  that  there 
has  been  any  complicity  by  any  of  them  with  the  enemy 
or  any  communication  with  the  enemy  or  any  other  con- 
duct inconsistent  with  their  allegiance  to  the  State  or  the 
Confederacy,  they  would  be  properly  detained — and  you 
would  not  retain  any  to  whom  just  grounds  of  suspicion 
should  attach. 

I  regard  Genl  W.'s  order  as  a  great  injury  and  insult 
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to  the  State  and  that  you  ought  uot  to  yield  obedience  to 
it  till  the  Govr  shall  be  heard  from,  even  if  you  are  put 
under  arrest. 

If  the  Govr  should  yield,  still  he  has  no  power  to  re- 
move you  and  there  would  be  much  for  you  to  do  for  some 
months  to  come  in  winding  up  the  business  and  making 
what  salt  you  can  on  the  River. 

If  the  Govr  should  yield  to  let  him  take  such  part  of 
your  hands  as  he  may  choose  as  conscripts,  (a  supposition 
not  at  all  j^robable)  still  you  would  have  a  right  and  it 
would  be  your  duty  to  impress  free  negroes  and  hire 
slaves  and  do  all  you  can  until  the  Genl  Assembly  may 
act.  The  Govr.  has  no  power  over  the  Salt  Works.  He 
can't  order  them  discontinued.  His  sole  duty  is  to  see 
the  law  executed.  So  in  continuing  to  execute  your  duty 
as  well  as  you  can,  you  will  sustain  your  own  dignity,  and 
deserve  the  respect  of  the  State.  If  the  failure  of  the 
Govr  to  do  his  duty  shall  cause  you  to  resign  in  disgust, 
the  vacancy  would  have  to  be  filled  and  would  probably  be 
filled  by  some  tool  of  Genl  W.  and  in  a  very  short  time 
you  would  be  in  the  ranks  of  the  army  and  mortified  and 
derided  for  deserting  an  honorable  and  responsible  duty 
to  the  State.  Keep  cool,  therefore,  and  act  prudently 
and  all  will  round  up  right. 

I  have  written  to  Govr.  Graham,  giving  him  a  full  ac-' 
count  of  the  matter. 

We  are  all  tolerably  well. 

[P.  S.] — It  is  remarkable  that  the  Govr  did  not  an- 
swer Genl  Ws  letter  of  the  22nd  or  29th  and  never  re- 
ferred to  either  of  them  in  any  of  my  interviews  with  him. 

I  have  obtained  these  copies  from  the  Govr's  letter  book. 
It  is  barely  possible  that  he  may  consider  the  correspond- 
ence confidential.  I  communicate  these  only  for  your 
personal  information. 

Wilmington. 
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To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Raleigh  June  30th  1S64. 
As  your  attention  is  necessarily  distracted  by  innnmer-  Relating  to  closing 

"^  .      "^  .  "         1        CI    1     °^  state  salt  works. 

able  cases,  allow  me  to  submit  my  yiews  as  to  the  Salt 
^yorks — briefly  and  in  writing  because  you  are  continually 
so  surrounded  with  Company  that  I  can  see  no  other  fit 
mode  of  doing  it.  If  you  deem  them  of  any  importance 
I  will  confer  with  you,  if  you  desire  it,  at  any  time  which 
may  suit  you. 

The  Salt  works  are  in  operation  under  an  ordinance  of 
the  Conyention  which  contemplated  the  continuance  of 
this  operation  so  long  as  the  w^ar  and  the  blockade  con- 
tinue. It  was  well  known  that  slaye  labor  or  other  labor 
could  not  be  had  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  produce  salt 
at  prices  in  reach  of  the  poor,  except  by  the  inducement 
of  military  exemption.  The  Conyention  therefore  ex- 
empted them. 

The  $100,000  appropriated  for  this  object  has  all  been 
drawn  and  salt  has  been  made  and  distributed  at  prices, 
saying  to  the  people  oyer  $600,000,  and  the  works  can  go 
on  at  their  present  location  without  further  aid  from  the 
Treasury,  if  the  hands  are  not  enlisted.  There  are  some 
two  hundred  of  them  employed  in  cutting  wood,  trans- 
porting it  and  the  salt,  procuring  and  transporting  sup- 
plies, etc.  The  works  must  stop  if  the  hands  are  con- 
scripted or  the  works  remoyed,  there  being  no  other  eligible 
location,  and  no  means  adequate  to  meet  the  expense  of 
removal. 

Genl  Whiting  says  the  works  must  not  be  continued  at 
their  present  location  because  he  is  satisfied  the  hands  are 
disloyal  and  communicate  with  the  enemy. 

The  Salt  Comr.  says  he  has  inyestigated  this  charge  and 
that  he  can  find  no  eyidence  on  which  it  rests.  If  Genl 
Whiting  has  eyidence  warranting  his  belief,  he  'should 
haye  the  parties  accused,  arrested — and  the  eyidence  pro- 
duced.    If  the  eyidence  is  only  strono;  enouoh  to  warrant 
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suspicion,  then  a  small  military  force  should  be  jilaced 
there  to  prevent  intercourse  with  the  enemy  and  to  detect 
and  bring  to  punishment  any  who  may  attempt  it — and 
if  Genl  W.  prefer  it,  let  the  State  furnish  this  force. 

It  will  throw  the  whole  operation  into  fatal  confusion, 
if  the  ijresent  uncertainty  hang  over  it.  At  present  the 
hands  regard  themselves  as  under  your  protection.  When 
enrolling  officers  threaten  to  conscript  them,  in  violation 
of  what  they  consider  their  rights,  it  begets  hatred  towards 
the  Government.  I  understand  that  so  far  from  being- 
disloyal,  they  Avill  almost  unanimously  vote  for  you ;  but 
if  they  are  conscripted  they  will  feel  injured  and  may  en- 
deavor by  desertion  or  otherwise  to  escape  service.  If  they 
were  fighting  men  they  would  not  be  salt  hands.  They 
will  make  poor  soldiers. 

The  vital  interests  of  the  State  seem  to  me  to  require 
that  you  exert  your  whole  power  and  authority  to  protect 
the  w^orks,  both  by  addressing  Whiting,  Mallett,  and  the 
Sec.  of  War. 

I  mention  that  fact  that  the  hands  will  vote  for  you,  as 
an  evidence  of  their  loyalty — and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
having  any  influence  on  your  action.  I  know  that  it  ought 
not  and  will  not  have  any  such  influence. 


To  D.  G.  ^yorth. 

RaleiCxII,  JiiJi/  Jfih  1S6J^. 

From  Mr.  Collin's  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  ult.,  which 
I  opened,  I  perceive  that  he  sent  by  Express  on  that  day 
$2^, ;■)()()  to  be  exchanged  for  new  issue.  It  has  not  come 
to  hand. 

My.  Walton  paid  me  to-day  for  you  $1200  on  acct  of 
debt  du(>  you  from  Bui'ke — says  he  will  pay  more  as  soon 
as  he  can  collect.  Shall  I  send  it  by  Express — or  can  you 
realise  bv  di-awiuii'  on  me? 
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Send  me  4  sacks  salt  to  care  of  J.  A.  Worth — Fayette- 
ville — Unless  you  think  it  will  reach  me  here  by  R.  R. 
I  prefer  that  it  be  sent  here,  if  it  is  pretty  certain  to  come 
through  without  delay. 

I  have  sent  the  two  blank  $3  bills  to  Lawson  to  sign 
and  forward  to  you. 

Xothing  new  save  what  you  will  see  in  papers. 

The  Govr.  told  me  to-day  that  he  would  write  to  Sec. 
of  War  before  he  leaves  on  next  tour.     All  well. 

[P.  S.] — Just  as  I  had  finished  this  letter  your  package 
arrived,  containing  $22,500  old  issue. — The  amt  you  cer- 
tified as  being  on  hand  on  1st  Apl  was  $41,300 — half  of 
wdiich  is  $20,650,  which  smn,  together  with  the  $1200 
from  Walton  I  send  you  this  day  by  Express.  You  wall 
have  to  send  enough  old  issue  to  get  your  $15000  in  Con. 
6  per  cent  bonds — to-wit  $13,150  more. 

WiLMINCJTON. 


To  Joseph  A.  }yortlu 

Ealeigh  Juhj  7/GJf. 

Yours  of  the  6th  came  to  hand  to-day.  I  will  endeavor  |^P[f,f  Jo"  the  wa 
to  write  mother  by  the  next  mail  which  will  reach  her.  It  a-^d  iCs  effects. 
is  not  true  that  I  am  for  Holden,  but  it  is  true  that  I  feel 
no  hostility  to  him,  personal  or  political ;  and  I  do  not 
believe  he  wishes  to  close  the  war  b}^  submission  or  other 
degrading  concessions.  Unhappily  for  me  I  have  never 
been  able  to  see,  or  to  fancy  I  could  see,  any  prosperity  in 
the  early  future  of  this  Comitry,  whether  our  arms  were 
successful  or  unsuccessful :  but  present  universal  misery 
and  destruction  stare  every  body  in  the  face.  I  have  as 
much  abhorrence  for  war  as  any  Quaker.  I  regard  it 
wholesale  murder — and  hence  I  hate  the  accursed  Abo- 
litionists and  the  scarcely  less  acciu'sed  Secessionists  who 
brought  on  this  war,  and  would  trust  neither.   The  election 
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of  (Jov.  V.  will  be  a  triumph  to  the  latter  faction,  and  will, 
I  fear,  place  them  again  in  the  ascendant  in  this  State,  I 
fe(>l  no  zeal  in  the  election  and  intend  to  take  no  active 
part  in  it.  The  most  reliable  and  zealous  supporters  of 
Gov.  y .,  are  the  most  nltra  fire-eaters.  I  fear  them  in  our 
camp.  With  these  views  I  cannot  view  the  election  of  II. 
with  the  horror  you  do.  The  affairs  of  State — its  business 
affairs — would  be  far  better, managed  under  H.,  than  they 
now  are.  I  could  vote  with  zeal  for  Ramsey,  Graham, 
Judge  Pearson  and  others.  I  feel  no  zeal  in  this  election. 
But  for  the  past  history  of  H.  I  should  vote  for  him.  The 
'  personal  relations  between  me  and  the  two  candidates  are 
cordial  and  I  am  influenced  solely  by  my  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good. 

I  will  write  lioxana  as  to  her  taxes.  The  collection  of 
taxes  on  agricultural  property  is  suspended  till  the  next 
tithes  are  paid  and  then  a  credit  is  allowed  to  the  amt  of 
such  tithes,  but  nothing  is  to  be  allowed  for  the  amt  such 
tithes  may  exceede  the  tax. 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  write  more    at  length,  as    there 
would  be  no  danger  of  afflicting  you  with  the  gloom  al- 
ways troubling  me  since  this  wicked  war  was  begun. 
statesait°work.s.  I  think  Geul  Whiting  will  be  allowed  to  break  up  the 

State  Salt  Works.  The  Govr.  makes,  as  I  think,  but  a 
feeble  effort  to  prevent  this  calamity  and  insult  to  the 
State.  He  protests  earnestly.  This  is  disregarded.  He 
is  so  engrossed  with  the  election  and  the  influence  of  his 
late  op])onents  so  essential  to  his  success  that  he  can  be- 
.  stow  little  thought  on  the  loss  of  salt  works ;  and  a  col- 
lision with  Riclnnond  would  dampen  the  ardor  of  his  new- 
l)orn  friends. — So,  I  think  the  salt-works  will  be  sacri- 
ficed— How  then  is  the  State  to  get  salt?  Whiting  savs 
negroes  must  make  the  salt,  which  you  know  is  nonsense. 

I  can't  go  to  Wilmington, 
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To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Raleigh  JuJij  8th  ISGJ^. 
I  reed  to-day  from  my  son  a  letter  in  which  he  savs  he  Relating  to  closing 

■^  _    ;^  '  ot  State  salt  works. 

delivered  to  Genl  Whiting  yonr  letter  more  than  a  week , 
ago,  and  that  he  had  heard  nothing  from  him — and  re- 
qnesting  me  to  see  if  he  had  answered  you.  Col.  Barnes 
read  his  answer  to  you.  He  says  the  works  may  go  on  till 
the  Sec.  of  War  can  be  heard  from — but  that  wood  must 
be  supplied  by  other  means  than  flats :  that  he  is  filling  the 
channels  of  the  sound  with  torpedoes :  that  while  salt  is 
necessary  to  the  people  of  the  State,  that  Wilmington  is 
not  only  important  to  the  State  but  to  the  Confederacy — 
and  that  all  the  population  on  the  sound  must  be  removed : 
that  the  State  works  ought  to  be  carried  on  by  slave  labor 
as  he  says  the  works  owned  by  individuals  are.  An  indi- 
A'idual  may  take  a  few  of  his  own  trusted  slaves  to  work 
under  his  own  government  and  with  a  view  to  enormous 
profits.  The  State  can  get  none.  So  the  substance  is  that 
the  works  are  to  be  stopped  by  the  holding  of  the  flats 
and  the  hands  conscripted  if  the  Sec.  of  War  shall  not  re- 
verse his  orders — which  upon  the  facts  now  before  him, 
he  is  not  likely  to  do.  Col.  Barnes  showed  me  your  letter 
to  the  Sec.  of  War.  This  does  not  explain  why  slave  labor 
cannot  be  employed — and  it  does  not  show  that  the  flats 
are  indispensable — The  Sec.  upon  the  facts  before  him, 
will  act  on  the  supposition  that  the  works  can  go  on  u'ifh- 
out  the  fiais  and  without  exempts. 

My  son  writes  that  the  State  is  now  losing  $500  a  day 
for  want  of  the  flats. 

I  communicate  these  facts  to  show  that  something  must 
be  done  immediately.  If  the  Confederacy  is  to  contemn 
an  ordinance  of  the  State  Convention,  establishing  these 
works  and  exempting  from  military  service  the  hands  em- 
ployed, and  in  opposition  to  your  will — what  is  the  Comr 
to  do  with  the  mules,  wagons  and  other  property  ? 

It  was  your  wish  that  my  son  should  go  to  Bichmond  to 
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make  a  full  showing  of  the  facts.  It  is  said  the  Road  is 
now  open.  Had  joii  not  better  write  to  my  son  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  the  Sec.  of  War  and  ask  him  to  go  at  once 
to  Kichmond  to  make  a  full  showing  of  the  facts  ? 

DoBSOX. 


To  D.  G.  AYorth. 

Ealeigu  July  S/GJ/-. 
Efforts  to  secure  Yours  of  the  7th  inst.  is  received.     I    have  seen    Col. 

continuation  ot         y-,  ,  . 

the  State  salt         Eames  wlio  promiscs  to  write  you  to-day  oivino-  vou  the 

works.  ^  '^  t/    o  o   ./ 

substance  of  Genl  W.'s  reply  to  the  Govr.'s  letter.  He  says 
the  works  may  go  on  till  the  answer  of  the  Sec.  of  War 
shall  be  received  but  that  other  means  than  flats  must  be 
used  to  get  wood :  that  he  is  having  the  sound  filled  with 
torpedoes:  this  fact  Col.  Barnes  deems  a  military  secret 
and  did  not  authorise  me  to  communicate  it  to  you.  If 
it  be  true,  you  probably  know  it  from  other  sources. 

I  fear  the  permission  to  go  on,  coupled  with  the  refusal 
to  allow  you  the  use  of  the  flats,  will  amount  to  nothing. 
You  may  possibly  be  able  to  keep  a  part  of  your  force  em- 
ployed and  let  the  rest  go  home  on  furlough  or  remain  at 
home  on  extended  furlongh  until  the  Sec.  of  War  shall  be 
heard  from,  to  whom,  on  the  4th  inst.  the  Govr  wrote,  a 
short  but  emphatic  letter.  It  does  not  show  the  necessity 
of  nsing  the  flats,  nor  the  impossibility  of  having  the  work 
done  by  slave  labor.  If  the  Sec.  of  War  shall  act,  it  will 
be  upon  the  facts  furnished  by  Whiting — and  his  decision 
will  no  doubt  be  sustained.  The  Govr.  ought  to  request 
you  to  go  to  Richmond  and  see  the  Sec.  of  War.  If  the 
road  is  o])en  and  George  Davis  be  in  Richmond  to  intro- 
duce you,  you  had  better  go  at  once;  or  if  Davis  be  in 
Wilmington,  you  could  represent  to  him  the  Govr's  wish 
tliat  you  should  have  gone  some  ten  days  ago,  which  you 
would  liavo  done  if  the  road  had  been  open  and  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  Davis  would  give  vou  a  letter  of  introduc- 
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tion  and  perhaps  express  his  conviction  that  the  works 
ought  to  go  on,  and  that  if  so,  that  Hats  are  iudispensible 
and  that  military  exempts  must  be  used. 

The  Govr  will  think  little  of  any  thing  but  the  election 
till  it  shall  be  over  and  will  not  be  here,  nor  at  a  point  to 
be  quickly  reached  by  mail,  for  some  time  to  come. 

You  will  see  Moody's  letter  in  the  Progress  of  to-day 
charging  you  with  the  attempt  to  influence  your  hands  to 
vote  for  Vance  as  the  consideration  for  their  exemption.  I 
merely  call  your  attention  to  it,  and  make  no  suggestion 
as  to  what  attention,  or  whether  any,  it  is  expedient  for  you 
to  give  to  it — as  I  am  ignorant  as  to  his  motives,  or  the 
color  he  may  have  for  the  charge. 


To  Jos.  Neu'Iin. 

Raleigh  July  12th  1864- 
Likes  and  dislikes  are  always  mutual — Randolph  has  Expression  of 
alwavs  honored  me  and  I  shall  alwavs  feel  a  deeper  interest  between  vance 

"  i-  X  .^,^(j  Holden. 

in  her  welfare  than  any  other  peojjle.  I  know  nothing  as 
to  the  views  of  any  of  my  Randolph  friends  in  the  coming 
election.  I  lament  the  collision  between  V  and  H. — It  is 
painful  to  me  to  be  forced  to  choose  between  them.  I 
would  vote  for  many  men  in  the  State  greatly  in  preference 
to  either  of  them.  The  choice  being  narrowed  down  to  the 
two  I  expect  to  vote  for  V — but  I  would  not,  if  I  could, 
influence  others.  In  my  present  position  I  deem  it  un- 
wise to  take  an  active  part,  but  I  deem  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  able  and  virtuous  men  should  be  elected 
to  the  Genl  A. — and  I  regard  it  as  probable  that  a  ma- 
jority of  Randolph  wall  go  for  H. — as  I  should  be,  if  he 
had  always  been  a  consistent  and  fair  politician.  If  they 
are  for  H.,  will  this  preference  make  them  vote  against 
Robins  and  brother  Milton  ?  It  ought  not.  The  prefer- 
ence of  the  County  candidates  as  to  Govr.  ought  not  to  be 
21 
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the  sole  inAnt  on  wliicli  votes  should  turn.  It  does  not  be- 
come nie  to  urge  the  claims  of  my  brother — but  as  to  Kob- 
ins  whom  i  know  better  than  you  1  will  say  that  i  should 
deem  it  most  unfortunate  if  he  were  not  re-elected.  I 
think  he  is  as  honest  and  honorable  a  man  as  I  know  any 
where  and  a  man  of  excellent  understanding  and  acquire- 
ments, and  considering  his  diffidence  and  modesty  he  ac- 
quired an  enviable  standing  among  the  members  of  the  last 
Assembly,  capable  appreciating  merit.  I  think  I  know 
that  he  views  with  as  much  horror  as  I  do,  those  who 
brought  on  the  wicked  and  silly  war  w^hich  has  desolated 
this  once  happy  country.  If  you  cannot  concur  with  him 
in  his  preference  for  V.,  it  alone  ought  not  to  make  you 
cast  him  oif. 

You  are  a  ready  newsman  and  a  cool  man.  If  you  have 
leisure,  let  me  know  how  my  old  friends  are  disposed  to 
act  in  this  election. 


To  A.  M.  Tomlinson. 

EaleictH  Juhj  13th  ISGIf. 
mation a^tjpoiit-       Happening  to  have  a  little  leisure  this  morning  I  avail 
Rind'SS*Di»-     myself  of  it  to  inquire  of  you  how  you  think  Randolph 

cussion  of  political  ,.„-ii    ,„^    •„    xi  •  i      ,•  t    •  •  f  i 

situation  in  the  Will  go  m  the  coming  election.  I  inquire  of  you  because 
I  know  you  always  keep  cool.  I  abstain  from  using  any 
influence,  if  I  have  any,  in  the  Govr's  election.  It  is  with 
great  misgivings  that  I  can  decide  for  myself.  I  would 
influence  nolwdy  else.  Gov.  V,  has  always  been  a  Whig. 
I  Ix'lic've  the  old  Whig  ]nirty  contained  more  virtues  and 
intelligence  than  any  other.  Democracy  I  abhor.  Holden 
has  been  on  all  sides  and  has  abused  every  body  distin- 
guished foi-  virtue  or  intelligence,  but  for  the  past  three 
years  and  at  present  I  find  more  to  approve,  and  less  to 
disapprove  in  his  course  than  that  of  Govr  V.'s.  I  am 
satisfied  the  l)usiness  operations  of  the  State  would  be  much 
better  conducted  under  TI.  than  tliev  now  are.     I  am  on 
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terms  of  personal  friendship  with  both.  All  the  wicked 
men  who  brought  on  this  ruinons  war  are  for  V — zealously 
for  him. — If  he  shall  be  elected  principally  by  their  votes, 
he  will  necessarily  nse  his  patronage  and  influence  to  give 
them  influence  in  State  affairs.  If  the  old  Whigs  stand 
by  him,  he  will  probably  respect  their  views.  I  owe  V 
much  for  a  great  personal  favor  which  he  granted  to  me 
which  was  not  only  consistent  with  the  public  good,  but 
decidedly  promotive  of  it.  Fnder  all  the  circumstances 
I  think  I  shall  vote  for  Govr.  V. — but  I  am  not  willing 
my  name  should  be  used  to  influence  others: — but  I  feel 
anxious  as  to  your  representation  in  the  Genl  Assembly.  It 
was  never  more  important.  I  am  confident  that  many  of 
the  friends  of  Eobins  and  Br  Milton  will  disapprove  their 
advocacy  of  Gov.  V.  but  they  are  certainly  able  to  render 
more  service  to  the  public  than  their  opponents,  and  unless 
their  views  on  momentous  questions  are  disapproved,  their 
vote  for  Govr  ought  not  to  operate  for  or  against  them. 
It  does  not  become  me  to  speak  even  to  you  in  favor  of  my 
brother- — but  I  may  not  improperly  say  that  I  know  no 
citizen  of  the  County  superior  to  Eobins  in  intelligence, 
judgTuent  and  acquirements — and  I  know  no  one  any 
where  more  honorable  and  upright. 

As  to  the  Senate,  Mebane  is  my  personal  friend  and  in- 
tellectually superior,  I  presume,  to  Dr.  Black,  but  ex- 
cessively lazy  and  inefficient — and  as  Speaker  of  the  Sen- 
ate, very  unacceptable  to  many  of  our  friends,  on  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  constitutes  committees — for  in- 
stance on  the  Habeas  Corpus  question,  the  exemption  from 
military  service,  etc.,  he  appointed,  as  I  learn  from  Mr. 
Boyden,  a  majority  favoring  Brest.  Davis's  views.  If 
Black  is  a  man  of  fair  intelligence  the  district,  as  I  think, 
would  not  suffer  by  a  change ;  but  this  is  in  strict  confi- 
dence. 

I  am  utterly  indifferent  as  to  members  to  be  elected  in 
reference  to  myself.  I  have  no  anxiety  to  be  re-elected 
Treasr.  and  am  undecided  whether  I  will  again  accept  the 
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aiipoiiitment.  If  the  Genl  A.  shall  continue  its  snicidal 
policy  of  keeping  up  a  large  military  force  at  the  expense 
of  the  State,  including  its  commissary  and  other  military 
bureaus — and  shall  continue  the  clothing  establishments 
and  blockade  running  the  finances  of  the  State  will  not 
long  be  manageable.  I  shall  show  up  their  operations  and 
demonstrate  in  my  next  annual  report,  that  they  are  un- 
necessary in  a  military  point  of  view,  and  disastrous  in  a 
pecuniary  one — and  if  the  State  choose  to  continue  them, 
1  think  1  shall  not  be  voluntary  helmsman  when  the  Legis- 
lative power  forces  the  Ship  of  State  into  the  breakers. 
My  salary  is  as  nothing  and  I  am  totally  indifferent  as  to 
re-election. 

I  have  spun  this  longer  than  I  expected.  Randolph  has 
always  honored  me  and  I  feel  more  interest  in  her  people 
than  I  do  in  any  other— and  would  like  to  hear  from  you 
at  your  convenience. 

If  you  speak  of  this  letter,  not  intended  for  the  public, 
what  you  say  will  be  perverted. 

If  not  inconvenient  to  you,  please  make  and  send  to  care 
of  Danl  Worth  Co.  Shops  the  following  shoes  for  my  ne- 
groes : 
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I  will  pay  in  currency — or  if  you  prefer  vou  may  have 
pay  in  cotton  yarn  or  factory  sheeting,  at  what  you  deem 
an  equivalent. 
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To  Dr.  J.  J.  Hamlin. 

Raleigh^  July  13/6.1/.. 
I  mean  that  the  note  which  I  receive  must  be  payable  in  Relating  to  private 

business. 

good  and  lawful  money.  I  would  of  course  receive  any 
good  money — specie  or  the  notes  of  our  Banks  when  they 
resume  specie  payments.  I  would  not  expect  payment  till 
a  reasonable  time  after  a  treaty  of  peace  and  the  restora- 
tion of  a  sound  currency. 

You  could  have  the  wheat  straw  and  the  last  stack  of 
hay  on  the  place,  if  we  trade. 

I  can  give  you  no  news  except  what  you  will  see  in  our 
daily  papers — and  the  fact  that  we  sent  from  Wilminglon 
a  few  days  ago  some  4  armed  steamers  with  some  500  sol- 
diers and  a  large  supply  of  arms  to  go  round  to  Fort  Look- 
out and  take  the  place  by  surprise  and  liberate  some  12000 
of  our  men  held  there  as  prisoners.  Our  steamers  got 
safely  through  the  blockade. 

Asheboro. 


To  I.  Jarrett. 

Raleigh  July  16th  1S6J^. 
I  requested  you  to  send  me  the  keg  of  whiskev,  without  countermanding 

,  .         .  "    .  ail  order  for  a  keg 

regard  to  price,  but  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  it  would  of  whiskey  on 

o  -i  '  account  of  the 

cost  so  much  as  $100.  per  gallon.  I  have  no  income  which  high  price. 
will  warrant  me  in  indulging  in  the  luxury  of  drinking 
good  whiskey  at  this  cost.  If  you  have  not  sent  it  off, 
please  don't  send  it.  I  can't  pay  my  taxes,  etc.  and  con- 
tinue my  habit  of  an  occasional  drink.  If  I-  have  occa- 
sioned any  inconvenience  or  cost  to  you  in  procuring  a  keg, 
let  me  know  the  amount  and  I  will  remit  it. 

HUNTSVILLE. 
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To  John  21.  Worth. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  3/6Jf. 
*  *  -x-  *  *  -^  * 

Forecast  of  the  I  cloii't  believG  vou  and  Robins^  will  be  beaten.     Hol- 

electioii.  ,  i     •        "  i  i  i  i 

den  s  strength  is  every  where  weaker  tnan  was  supposed. 
I  now  doubt  whether  he  and  his  ticket  will  carry  the  State. 
All  well. 


To  D.  a.  Worth. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  6tli  ISOJf. 
Relations  of  I  have  iiot  heard  a  word  as  to  the  status  of  your  works 

Vance  and  Worth.      _  "^ 

since  you  left  here.  •  I  asked  the  Govr,  He  said  he  had 
heard  that  you  and  Whiting  had  got  matters  settled,  but 
That  he  said  nothing  to  Whiting  on  the  subject  when  he 
was  in  Wilmington.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  how  the  matter 
stands. 

The  Govr.  is  quite  cordial  with  me.  Has  been  and  taken 
a  sitting  with  me  two  or  three  times  within  the  past  three 
days.  He  said  he  had  seen  a  statement  that  the  salt  hands 
had  voted  53  for  Holden  and  3  for  him.  He  considered 
this  shabby  in  them  after  all  his  efforts  to  protect  them.  I 
told  him  of  your  surprise  and  mortification.  It  was  un- 
fortunate. 

******  -JS- 

Br.  Milton  wrote  me  this  week  that  he  would  take  my 
Cane  Creek  place  on  my  terms  and  I  have  answered  ac- 
cepting. Whether  I  will  buy  a  place  near  here  or  what  I 
will  do,  is  undecided. 

All  well— 


'  M.  S.  Ivobins,  of  Randolph  county, 
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To  J.  J.  Jacl'son. 

Raleigh  August  IG/GJ/.. 
[The  first  part  of  tliis  letter  is  illegihle.l 

I  see  no  notice  of  the  kind  in  the  papers  and  doubt  ^n/orcement  of  the 
whether  he  has  issued  them.  It  will  be  characteristic  if  the  <^'^°-^<="Pt  *^^t. 
Mills,  Rail  Roads,  gin  shops,  factories,  salt  works,  etc.  are 
all  stopped.  I  would  see  Mallett — but  deem  it  useless.  If 
Gcvr.  B.  and  Govr.  V.  could  not  operate  on  him,  my  inter- 
ference would  be  worse  than  idle.  If  the  order  is  not  re- 
voked, it  will  be.  Insanity  alone  could  sustain  it :  but  I 
think  it  would  be  best  for  the  parties  to  yield  obedience — 
he  will  probably  disapprove  every  petition  when  the  peti- 
tioners disregard  this  order. 

•  Gov.  V.  says  he  claims  exemption  under  the  act  of  last 
session  for  all  State  officers  irrespective  of  the  date  of  his 
appointment. 


To  D.  G.  ^Yorth. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  20tJi  IS64. 


■5f 


The  delays  of  the  Govr  are  exceedingly  annoying  to  you. 
They  spring  from  no  indiiference  but  the  want  of  business 
habits  and  the  pressure  of  many  responsible  duties.  He 
seems  determined  to  protect  the  works. 

It  is  not  probable  that  I  can  meet  you  at  Roxana's.  I 
will  try  to  send  Corinna  and  Dr.  Roberts  down  and  should 
be  delighted  to  go  myself.  I  have  bought  a  place  about  6 
miles  from  here.  I  must  get  hands,  tools,  etc.  moved  to 
sow  wheat  and  oats.  Removals  are  annoying  but  I  think 
I  am  getting  fixed  about  right. 

The  Govr.  told  me  he  had  reed  your  letter  and  had  or- 
dered one  Company  of  troops  placed  under  Whiting's 
order — but  that  he  required   tiro  companies.     He  says  he 
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will  have  it  fixed  somehow.  Be  patient  as  possible  and 
\vTite  him  .so  often  as  you,  can.  consistent  with  your  sense  of 
propriety. 

My  place  is  about  6  miles  from  here — 188  acres — about 
half  cleared  and  fenced  into  5  fields — plenty  of  good  oak 
and  hickory  and  pine  wood — good  peach  orchard  in  bearing 
condition — a  few  bearing  and  many  recently  planted  apple 
trees — a  small  neat  frame  dwelling  and  all  needful  out 
houses  in  good  order — the  soil  nice  to  cultivate  and  mod- 
erately productive — about  8  or  10  acres  first  rate  bottom — 
the  road  to  the  place  excellent.  Can  have  excellent  meadow 
with  little  labor.     I  paid  $15,000.  Confederate  for  it. 

Wilmington". 


To  W.  F.  BroohsUre.^ 

Raleigh,  Aug.  27/6Jf.. 

Yours  of  the  20th  inst  was  reed  yesterday  and  the  requi- 
sition filed  for  your  friend  R.  A.  James — and  to-day  I 
got  the  cloth  and  shirts  which  are  in  my  office,  subject  to 
your  order.  I  paid  for  the  articles  $75  by  drft  on  Geo. 
MclSTeill  for  this  .to  be  on  your  account,  and  I  have  written 
to  him  ap])raising  him  of  the  draft. 

I  paid  for  the  making  of  a  suit  for  a  son  of  Andrew 
Hunt  (I  forget  his  rank)  $350.  I  mention  it,  because  our 
tailors  may  have  less  money  than  others  whom  your  friend 
may  find. 

I  shall  always  be  glad  to  serve  you  or  any  other  N'orth 
Carolinian  in  the  service.  We  are  rejoicing  over  the  vic- 
tory of  the  25th  inst.  won  almost  exclusively  by  ]^.  C. 
troo|)s — and  extremely  solicitous  to  hear  from  our  friends 
in  the  fight. 

Pktkksburg,  Va. 

1  A  member  of  the  50th  N.  C.  Regiment,  then  in  Kirkland's  Bri- 
gade, Holt's  Division,  A.  N.  V. 
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To  Jo.  L.  Brown. 

Raleigh  Aug.  29/6Jf. 

Yours  of  the  29tli  iust  has  been  reed.  ^H^^^l^'i^ 

Judge  Person's  old  seat  is  labeled  for  him  for  Session  ^^"^  ^''^*'''''"'^- 
1864-65. 

I  hold  [illegible^  for  you  the  seat  situated  closely  on 
Judffe  Parson's  left.  The  seat  on  vour  left  had  a  label 
lying-  loose  on  it.  You  had  the  name  of  one  of  your  col- 
leagues on  it — E.  C.  Grier.  Presuming  it  had  been  se- 
lected for  him  by  some  friend  and  knowing  the  label  would 
be  blo^\ai  away  I  took  the  liberty  of  attaching  it  with  gTim 
arable,  and  selected  and  labeled  for  W.  T.  Shipp,  that  seat 
on  [illegible^  left,  being  one  seat  from  the  South  and  which 
is  labeled  -for  [inegible~].  The  seats  in  front  of  your  view 
are  all  secured  as  well  as  a  very  large  number  throughout 
the  Hall.  Mr.  Cunningham  had  neglected  Col.  Young's 
request.  I  am  glad  to  have  succeeded  in  securing  for  you 
and  Mr.  Shipp  the  seats  you  desired. 


To  his  Daughter. 

RaleictH,  Septemher  12th  186Jf. 
******* 

I  have  a  strong  impression  that  Lincoln  will  send  Far-  predicting 

1  1  •      n  1      <■  1  TTT-i      •  1  capture  of  Wil- 

ragut  and  his  Heet  before  long  to  capture  Wilmington;  and  mington. 
if  I  were  David  should  want  few  negroes  in  Wilmington. 
Danl  Wortli  wanted  to  buy  such  a  negro  as  Wesley  some 
years  ago.     He  has  plenty  of  cotton  on  hand  and  other  re- 
sources.    He  might  buy  him  or  hire  him. 

We  are  all  well  and  no  news  save  what  you  will  see  in 
the  papers. 
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To  Capt.  Pi.  Bingliain. 

Ealeigii^  Sep.  lOtli  186Jf. 

Yours  of  the  lOtli  iiist.  came  to  hand  yesterday  and  I 
iiiiiiiediately  tiled  your  requisition  for  clothing  which  is  re- 
turned to  nie  with  the  following  endorsement  "Capt  Bing- 
ham can  purchase  12  months  from  date  of  tirst  purchase 
or  Feb.  15th  1865." 

If  I  can  do  anything  further  for  you  in  this  or  any  other 
matter,  I  will  gladly  oblige  you. 

The  military  sky  does  not  look  bright.  An  expectation 
has  got  abroad  that  Genl  Lee  will  shortly  attack  Grant 
wath  the  view  not  only  of  dislodging  him  from  his  position, 
but  of  capturing  his  army.  Such  a  result  would  probably 
end  the  war,  but  cannot  be  hoped  for  unaccompanied  by 
the  loss  of  many  of  our  soldiers.  "We  shall  feel  intense 
anxiety  on  account  of  our  friends  and  Country. 


commoiis. 


To  H.  E.  Colton. 

Ealeigh  Sep.  20/6Jf. 

cierksMpofthe  Yours  of  the  18th  iust  is  received.     I  am  much  obliged 

for  the  brandy  sent  in  as  well  as  that  you  pro]50se  to  send. 
Having  none  on  hand  I  deemed  that  which  was  delivered 
very  good. 

If  you  still  want  any  lead  pipe  you  may  have  it  for  what 
you  deem  an  equivalent  in  scuppernong  brandy,  which  I 
like  better  than  the  blackberry. 

If  you  run  for  clerk  of  the  Commons  I  shall  wish  you 
success  and  you  will  have  my  influence,  as  far  as  I  can  wnth 
propriety  exert  it.  I  had  not  heard  that  Tucker  w^as  a  Can- 
didate or  that  you  had  any  other  opposition — but  I  have 
heard  complaints  as  to  your  dilatoriness  in  supplying  your 
Journal  to  the  Printer — and  the  expression  of  the  opinion 
l)y  several  that  you  could  not  be  re-elected.  I  will  make 
further  inquiry.  If  it  is  not  necessary  to  keep  you  out  of 
the  army  T  should  tliink  the  jiosition  very  undesirable  to 
you. 
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To  WoiiJi  and  Co. 

PtALEiGii,  Sept.  23  ISOJf. 

A  part  of  the  $45,000.  in  Confederate  S's  will  be  sent  ^^'tfg^Tgf  ^'^  p"''^**^ 
YOU  from  Favetteville — the  rest  from  here.     Tucker  &  Co. 
hold  them  at  127. 

I  inclose  6  per  cent  certificates  with  my  endorsement, 
issued  for  $600.  on  29  May  bv  W.  G.  Broadfoot  to  pay 
my  S.  C.  tax.  I  think  I  heretofore  wrote  to  you  that  W. 
I.  Graham,  Conway's,  S.  C,  would  list  our  land  for  us 
and  pay  the  tax,  and  I  hope  you  have  written  him  to  do 
so.  It  should  be  listed  at  the  amount  paid  Reeves,  $30,- 
000.  for  the  whole  land  and  still.  If  so  this  certificate  I 
inclose  will  pay  my  half.  Ask  Graham  to  list  it  for  us 
for  County  and  State  taxes  whenever  necessary  and  to 
appraise  you  of  the  amount  to  be  paid — and  to  draw  on 
you  for  the  amt,  including  the  fee  he  may  charge  us,  if 
any  thing.  If  you  have  not  attended  to  it,  don't  delay. 
We  may  subject  ourselves  to  heavy  penalty  by  delay. 

Govr.  Vance  never  mentions  the  Salt  Works  and  I 
presume  never  thinks  of  them  save  when  the  subject  is 
brought  to  his  attention,  which  I  have  forborne  to  do  lately. 
It  is  now  less  than  two  months  till  the  meeting  of  the  Genl 
Assembly,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  something  efficient  may 
be  done. 

I  fear  you  have  failed  to  list  our  land  and  that  we  may 
have  incurred  the  forfeiture — -but  I  think  it  is  not  to  late. — 

Dr.  R.  and  C.  left  here  to-day  for  ]\Iurfreesboro.  I 
w^as  not  positive  that  I  construed  your  letter  right  as  wish- 
ing me  to  make  the  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  $40,- 
000.  Con  bonds,  but  thinking  such  was  your  intentions  and 
having  a  chance  to  buy  within  yr  limits,  I  made  the  con- 
tract. I  would  have  postponed  closing  the  trade  till  you 
could  be  heard  from  if  I  could. 

All  well. 
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In  reeard  to  cer- 
tiiin  business 
trausiic'tions 


night. 


To  H.  K.  Burg  icy  11.^ 

Ealeigh,  Oct.  17/6Jf. 

My  mare  did  not  get  here  till  after  dark  on  Saturday 
I  sent  her  to  your  house  yesterday  but  you  had 
left  for  your  plantation.  The  servant  reported  verbally 
that  your  brother  would  like  to  buy  the  mare.  I  vnll  hold 
her  until  you  see  her  and  let  you  take  her  at  $2100.,  if  you 
like  her — or  reject  her,  if  you  do  not  like  her. 

As  it  is  among  possible  contingencies  that  the  military 
operations  may  result  adversely  to  us,  whereby  you  might 
not  be  able  to  deliver  the  100  bbls  corn  for  me  at  Garys- 
borough  the  middle  of  JSTovr,  I  will  take  it  at  any  earlier 
day  when  you  may  deliver  it.  I  have  a  large  barn  and 
can  spread  it  out  on  the  floor  so  that  it  wnll  not  damage. 
If  you  decline  to  take  the  mare  I  will  pay  for  the  corn  $10. 
per  bu.,  the  price  agreed,  on  delivery,  and  return  the  bags 
to  you.  Let  me  know  Avheii  it  will  be  ready  and  I  will 
get  Mr.  Askew  to  go  over  and  see  it  through. 

I  am  not  quite  well  and  my  heart  tremulous. 

Garysburg. 


Predicting 

eleftion  as 
Treasuror. 


his  re- 
state 


To  D.  G.  ^\or^h. 

Raleigh  Oct. 

I  reed  to-day  from  Dr.  Jackson  the  deed  for  the  Dismal 
Swamp  land  and  the  recpt  of  J.  R.  Beasley  for  the  $1200. 
to  pay  our  tax,  to  which  he  promises  to  give  attention  as 
soon  as  a  successor  to  Mr.  Graham,  who  was  the  collector 
and  is  dead,  shall  be  appointed.  I  perceive  the  deed  does 
not  disci'iminate  the  amount  of  interest  held  by  each  of 
us,  from  which  the  legal  deduction  is  that  we  hold  equal 
interests.  I  inclose  a  paper  to  be  signed  by  you  and 
Green  to  correct  this  error.     Send  it  by  mail. 

We  hoai-  nothing  from  Wilming-ton  to-day.  Our  anxiety 
is  intense. 


'  Henry  K.  Burgwyn,  of  New  Hanover  countv. 
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I  shall  probably  be  re-elected  Treas.  -without  opposition. 
If  all  other  things  keeping  you  out  of  the  army  fail,  would 
you  accept  the  position  as  my  chief  or  assistant  clerk  ^ 
Wiley  speaks  of  running  for  Sec.  of  State.  If  he  should 
not  be  elected  I  could  get  Mr.  Steel  to  take  another  position 
and  resign  his  clerkship  in  my  office.  Your  heart  disease 
and  the  state  of  your  family  make  it  honorable  and  proper 
for  you  to  keep  out  of  a  war  you  didn't  contribute  to  bring 
on,  by  any  lawful  means. 


To  Joseph  A.  \Vortli. 

Raleigh,  Nov.  12tli  lSO.!f. 
Your  letter  relating  to  the  impressment  of  our  boat  is  Relating  to  the 

^  ^  impressment  of 

received.  The  Govr.  has  been  gone  all  of  this  week  to  ™^°  ^^^"^^  property. 
Wilmington.  He  returned  last  night,  but  is  surrounded 
with  officers,  old  women,  etc — and  as  I  think  he  has  no 
power  to  act  in  the  premises  and  that  he  would  not  inter- 
fere I  have  not  held  any  conference  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. If  I  can  find  him  at  leisure  I  will  call  his  atten- 
tion to  it  hereafter.  The  only  colorable  ground  for  his 
interference  is  the  transportation  of  the  State  salt.  At 
the  instance  of  Whiting  and  Bragg  he  has  abolished  the 
salt  works — by  what  authority  I  do  not  know.  He  pro- 
poses, I  understand,  that  we  have  the  works  removed  to 
S.  C.  This  cannot  be  done  without  an  appropriation,  and 
I  suppose  the  Genl  A.  will  hardly  make  one.  It  would 
be  an  instance  of  State  servility  to  military  arrogance  and 
nonsense,  to  which  I  think  the  pride  of  the  Genl  A.  would 
not  stoop. 

The  impressment  law  extends  to  property  of  every  de- 
scription and  the  officer  in  command  has  unlimited  dis- 
cretion. The  only  relief  will  be  in  appeal  to  the  Sec.  of 
War.  If  they  impress  the  boat,  crew  and  furniture,  I 
suppose  it  will  amount  to  a  total  loss  of  the  property.     I 
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presume  Capt.  Ilart  would  rather  the  boat  were  blown 
11])  than  to  command  it  nnder  the  direction  of  the  arrogant 
officers  who  would  command  him.  If  it  should  be  im- 
pressed the  company  should  send  a  memorial  to  the  Qr. 
Master  Genl  or  the  Sec.  of  War  (I  do  not  know^  which), 
showing  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  impressment.  You 
had  better  write  to  Fulton  to  know  certainly  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  to  obtain  the  restoration  of  the  prop- 
erty. 

The  President's  recommendation  that  nobody  able  to 
bear  arms  is  to  be  exempted  from  service  save  those  who 
may  be  detailed  by  the  Sec.  of  War  or  Prest.,  that  the 
system  of  collecting  tithes  is  to  [be]  a  fixture,  and  corn, 
hay,  pork  potatoes,  etc.,  to  be  a  basis  instead  of  specie  for  a 
proper  currency  and  the  scheme  of  buying  40  000  slaves 
and  using  them  as  teamsters,  etc.,  under  a  promise  -^f  free- 
dom to  them,  their  wives,  children,  etc.,  to  remain  slaves 
while  the  enemy  promises  freedom  to  all — caps  the  cli- 
max of  tvrannv  and  nonsense. 


To  Giles  Mehane. 

Raleigh,  Nov.  ISth  ISGJi. 

fininces^  *°  ^'''*^  ^^y  report  is  ready  for  the  Genl  A.  It  shows  that  the 
State  debt  was  increased  last  year  more  than  five  millions ; 
and  that  if  our  military  operations  next  year  on  their  pres- 
ent basis,  our  expenses  will  be  greatly  increased.  My 
means  noii',  excluding  our  o^Y\\  Treasury  notes,  (the  issue 
of  which  would  increase  our  State  debt),  are  three  milliuiis 
short  of  demands,  payable  wdienever  presented  u^  the  Treas- 
ury.— If  there  be  no  retrenchment,  the  w^ays  and  means 
required  for  this  fiscal  year  will  require  about  $10,000,000. 
We  can  make  no  further  loans  except  at  a  most  ruinous 
rate.     A  bond  for  $1,000.  payable  in  gold,  will  now  bring 
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about  $1750.  worth  in  gold  less  than  $75.00.  The  State 
has  thrown  no  bonds  on  the  market  for  the  past  10  months. 
If  we  were  to  attempt  to  supply  the  Treasury  by  the  sale 
of  bonds,  they  would  go  down  at  once  to  or  below  par  for 
Confederate  money.  AVe  are  consequently  forced  to  raise 
the  money  by  taxes,  or  go  into  bankruptcy. 

The  only  chance  for  retrenchment  is  in  the  Military 
Department. 

The  two  all  important  committees  of  the  Session  are 
the  Military  and  Finance. 

You  will  doubtless  be  re-elected  Speaker  of  the  Senate 
and  will  not  take  it  amiss  for  me  to  suggest  the  names  of 
gentlemen,  whom  I  deem  suitable.  You  will,  of  course,  re- 
ject them  if  others  seem  to  you  more  iit.  Certainly  the 
best  ability  in  the  body  should  be  on  these  committees. 

MiLiTAET.  Finance. 

Stubbs  Courts 

Pool  Patterson 

Winstead  Berry 

Wiggins 

Harris,  of  Franklin 

Powell 

Odom 

Bagley  or 

Dick.' 

Bring  me  a  few  pounds  of  your  good  Tobacco. 
Mebanesville. 


To  R.  8.  Donnell' 

Ealeigh,  Nov.  18/6Jf. 

The  crisis  which  is  upon  us  as  to  our  Finances,  requires  pommittees  of  the 
that  the  best  ability  in  the  Assembly,  shall  be  placed  on  legislature. 

'  Richard  S.  Donnell  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1847,  State  Sen- 
ator in  1858,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1860,  1862  and 
1864.  At  the  latter  session  he  was  chosen  Speaker.  He  was  a  Whig 
member  of  the  Conventions  of  1861  and  1865. 
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the  Military  and  finance  Connnittets.  The  only  Depart- 
ment in  which  any  important  retrenchment  can  be  made 
is  the  military.  And  after  all  possible  retrenchments  shall 
be  made, .  very  large  additional  means  will  have  to  be  pro- 
vided. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  the  following  names.  If  you  deem 
others  more  fit,  you  will  of  course  substitute  them.  I  am 
taking  it  for  granted  that  you  will  be  re-elected  Speaker — 
without  opposition,  I  hope  and  believe. 

Military.  Finance. 

S.  D.  Pool  Shepherd 

Fowle  Harris 

Person  Brown 

Cowles  Long 

Grissom  ]\[cGehee 

S.  F.  Phillips 

Jno.  W.  Cunningham 

Murphy 


The  federal  fleet 
off  Wilmington. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

Kaleigh  Dec.  20th  lS6Jf. 
******* 

The  Govr.  informs  me  that  the  enemy's  fleet  is  oft"  Wil- 
ming-ton — certain — and  that  Genl  Bragg  calls  for  our  in- 
vincible home  guards. 

I  can  see  no  bright  spot  in  the  military  situation. 

Thomasville. 


To  D.  G.  Worth. 

Business  matters.  EaLEIGH   DeC.    21st   '6Jf. 

Yours  of  the  19th  reed.  Steve  has  returned  from  planta- 
tion since  you  left — says  Wesley  would  not  say  whether 
he  would  go  to  shops  or  not. — Wns  still  at  my  place  where 
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there  was  uothing  whatever  to  do.  I  shall  leave  Friday, 
if  weather  will  allow,  to  go  up  and  close  up  business.  From 
what  I  can  learn  I  think  he  will  not  leave  voluntarily.  If 
sold  for  Confederate  money  you  get  nothing.  I  would 
rather  have  him  run  away,  than  $5000.  Con  money.  ]\lil- 
ton  will  give  50  bu.  corn  for  his  hire  next  year.  I  think 
it  mil  be  better  to  take  it,  but  will  not  feel  justified  in 
making  such  contract  under  your  instructions. 

I  had  information  three  days  ago  from  my  stock-broker 
that  our  State  bonds  would  bring  250.  The  rapid  decline 
of  Confederacy  currency  may  carry  them  up.  Confidenr 
tially  I  regard  the  investment,  in  view  of  the  extravagant 
appropriations  made  and  about  to  be  made  by  the  present 
Genl  A.,  I  regard  as  very  undesirable.  I  think  your  in- 
vestment of  $8,000.  can  be  made  to  a  far  better  advantage 
in  the  purchase  of  our  treasury  notes.  I  will  try  to  find 
time  to  think  and  say  more.  At  present  I  am  hurried  in 
every  direction. 


To  John  M.  Worth. 

Raleigh,  Jan  1st  1865. 

With  all  my  proneness  to  see  the  bright  side  of  things,  Gloomy  condition 

_  _  ^  ^      of  affairs. 

I  can  see  little  in  my  personal  affairs,  nothing  in  the  affairs 
of  my  country — to  make  my  heart  glad.  I  mean  as  to 
my  personal  affairs,  my  property  and  business  affairs.  The 
course  pursued  by  our  rulers,  must,  as  I  think,  result-  in 
total  ruin  to  all  of  us. 

I  write  from  home — have  not  seen  a  letter  at  my  office 
which  reached  here  after  I  had  left  for  Cane  Creek.  I 
do  not  doubt  you  failed  to  meet  me  for  sufficient  reasons — 
but  I  greatly  regret  that  you  could  not. 

All  well.  "^ 


22 
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To  Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

Raleigh^  Jan.  5th  1865. 
Financial  matters.       I  have  been  comi^elled  to  look  out  for  a  living  the  past 
10  days,  my  salary  not  being  equal  to   ^  of  my  expenses — 
and  there  has  been  some  delay  in  answering  yours  of  the 
1st  inst. 

Bank  notes  are  worth  7  for  1 — Gold  43,  State  bonds 
250 — refundable  N.  C.  Treasury  notes  10  to  -40  pre- 
mium— fundable  now  150  jDremium — and  all  these  have  an 
upward  tendency.  Con.  thirties  are  worth  about  60  to  the 
dollar  and  the  tendency  for  these  and  all  other  Confederate 
securities  is  downwards. 

Such  are  the  fluctuations  in  the  market  that  I  am  re- 
luctant to  venture  any  opinion  as  to  what  is  safest.  At 
present  all  IST.  C.  securities  are  rapidly  going  up  in  pref- 
erence to  Confederate  money  and  securities.  I  think  it 
safe  to  invest  in  I^.  C.  stocks  at  present — jST.  C.  bonds 
have  gone  up  within  four  weeks  fully  75  per  cent. 

If  your  late  speech  has  been  published,  send  me  a  copy 
of  it.     I  have  seen  only  a  brief  synopsis  of  it. 

[Remainder  illegible. 1 

Richmond^  Va. 


To 


Raleigh  Jan.  Sth  1865. 
*  -K-  *  -x- 


Bad  condition  of         Randolph  is  in  a    deplorable    condition.      Some    other 

Randolph.  _  ^        _  ^ 

counties  are  in  quite  as  bad  fix.  Theft,  robbery  and  al- 
most every  other  crime  are  common  in  almost  all  the  rural 
districts,  and  are  lately  becoming  more  common.  To  shoot 
them  in  the  act,  as  Leak  did,  is  perfectly  justifiable. — 
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To  B.  G.  Worth. 

Raleigh  Jan  13/65. 

I  am  glad  you  have  taken  the  renting  of  Round  Swamp  Business  matters. 
in  hand.  We  must  not  let  our  devotion  to  the  public  ser- 
vice absorb  our  whole  time  to  our  entire  impoverishment. 
You  ought  to  take  time  to  go  and  look  after  the  renting. 
Charge  me  half  the  expense.  It  is  much  better  to  rent  it 
for  the  taxes  than  to  get  nothing.  I  hope  you  may  be 
able  to  do  this  and  get  some  rent  corn  besides.  If  we 
had  a  start  of  a  little  corn,  we  might  be  able  to  send  hands 
to  it. 

I  have  written  Roxana  that  I  will  go  down  as  soon  as 
the  Genl  A.  rises.  I  did  not  know  till  I  got  yours  of  the 
11th  this  day  that  you  would  not  go.  It  is  now  impos- 
sible for  me  to  go  and  return  by  the  17th  when  the  A. 
meets  and  do  any  good. 

My  troubles  are  terrible — but  as  a  set  off  all  my  chil- 
dren are  well  and  out  of  the  army — and  in  good  health. 
I  have  meat,  corn,  and  Avheat  enough  to  feed  me  and  my 
dependents  one  year  more. 

These  comforts  ought  to  make  all  others  weigh  lightly. 


To  J.  M.  Parrott. 

Raleigh,  Jan.  18th  1S65. 

I  have  news  from  Cedar  Falls  Co.  They  say  the  goods 
were  sent  soon  after  my  order  of  28  Nov,  directed  to  you 
at  Kinston  per  freight  train.  I  directed  them  put  up  at 
the  very  lowest  factory  prices,  and  that  the  freight  to 
Goldsboro,  as  well  as  the  transportation  to  the  Road,  be 
prepaid  and  charged  to  me.  I  directed  $1000.  worth  of 
goods  put  for  you.  I  chose  to  pay  the  charge  to  Goldsboro 
in  consideration  of  the  low  price  you  charged  me  for  the 
corn. 
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I  write  to-day  to  the  agent  at  High  Point  to  know 
whether  the  goods  were  forwarded  and  when. 

If  jou  goods  have  not  reached  you,  you  had  better  take 
such  further  steps  as  you  may  be  able  to  employ,  to  expedite  , 
their  delivery. 

When  you  get  the  goods  you  will  oblige  me  by  letting  me 
know  it,  and  in  the  mean  time,  will  do  any  thing  in  my 
power  to  expedite  the  delivery  of  the  goods. 

The  feeling  seems  to  be  growing  around  here  that  we 
have  about  fought  out. 

KiNSTON. 


To  A.  Y.  Sullivan. 

RaleigH;,  Jan.  18/65. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Parrott,  of  Kinston,  accommodated  me  this 
Fall  by  selling  me  200  bu.  corn  for  which  I  was  to  put 
on  the  R.  R.  for  him  Factory  goods  directed  to  him  at 
Kinston. 

Mr.  Odell  writes  me  the  goods  were  sent  up  to  you,  so 
marked,  some  three  or  four  weeks  ago — and  Mr.  Parrott 
writes  he  has  heard  nothing  of  them. 

Are  the  goods  still  in  your  depot  ?  If  they  were  sent 
off,  when  ?  If  not  sent,  is  there  any  probability  that  they 
can  be  sent  soon  ? 

Mr.  Makepeace  writes  me  that  he  sent  up  for  me  on  the 
12th  inst  two  bales  of  cotton  yarn.  I  am  dependent  on 
it  for  means  of  living,  my  salary  being  as  nothing.  You 
will  greatly  oblige  me  by  expediting  its  delivery  here. 

If  any  comfort  can  be  drawn  from  the  present  aspect 
of  affairs,  it  can  be  drawn  only  from  the  old  adage  that 
"the.  darkest  time  is  just  before  day." 

High  Point. 
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To  J.  M.  Odell. 

Raleigh,  Jan.  IStli  1865. 
Yours  of  the  6th  and  7th  inst.,  both  post-marked  the  Private  business 

matters. 

12th,  arrived  yesterday.  I  presented  your  acct  against 
Major  Dowd  to-day.  He  asks  till  to-morrow  to  compare 
this  account  with  his  books  and  promises  to  pay.  No  N. 
C.  Treasury  notes  can  be  bought  here  at  less  than  100  per 
cent — tendency  rapidly  increasing  upwards.  State  bonds, 
in  the  face  of  every  thing  to  depreciate  them,  bring  150  per 
cent  premium  more  than  they  commanded  two  months 
ago — and  tendency  rapidly  uj)wards.  This  is  not  owing  to 
their  increased  value — but  to  the  worthlessness  of  the  cur- 
rency. At  the  highest  price  you  charge  for  draw^ers,  you 
are  getting,  at  the  best  estimate,  about  7  cents.  In  my 
opinion  the  factory  should  deliver  no  more  goods  to  the 
State  or  Con.  Govt,  for  currency.  If  they  will  not  pay 
cotton  ill  advance,  we  had  better  stop.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  ground  to  hope  that  the  currency  will  get  better. 

As  to  the  money  due  from  the  Prison,  I  see  little 
ground  to  expect  payment  in  even  the  worthless  currency — 
and  soon  Major  Dowd's  dept.  must  stop  payment.  If  I 
get  full  payment  of  the  present  acct  I  shall  not  be  less 
surprised  than  gratified. 

The  money,  if  obtained,  should  be  immediately  used 
in  some  way.  I  could  have  invested  it  last  Monday  in 
cotton  in  Cabarrus  at  $2  per  lb.  I  believe  at  this,  or  even 
a  higher  price,  it  would  be  a  better  investment  than  any 
other  that  can  be  made. 

Mr.  Wiley  will  send  you  some  $2000  in  our  notes  which 
he  has  purchased  for  you  by  Express  to  High  Point  as 
directed  in  your  letter. 

Extreme  depression  prevails  here.  I  understand  a  bill 
for  a  Convention  will  be  brought  forw^ard — but  its  passage 
cannot  be  expected  by  this  Assembly,  unless  the  enemy 
pushes  his  successes  further — or  unless  Georgia  takes  the 
initiative. 
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I  intend  this  letter  for  Mr.  Makepeace  as  well  as  for 
yon,  bnt  not  for  the  public. 
Franklinsville. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeigh,  Jan.  2Jfth  1865. 
******* 

Let  nie  know  how  much  Con.  money  I  must  send  you, 
il  YOU  can't  make  a  drft  on  me  answer  as  well. 

The  two  houses  go  into  secret  session  to-night — to  con- 
sider— it  is  said — some  plan  of  attaining  peace — 

All  well. 


Growth  of  the 
peace  movement. 


To  Worth  and  Co. 

Raleigh  Jan.  SO/65. 
B.  Moffitt  deposited  with  me,  a  few  days  ago,  $2028. 
Conf .  for  you.     What  shall  I  do  with  it  ? 

[P.  S.] — The  j)eace  feeling  is  dominant  here  and  much 
confidence  is  generally  felt  that  it  will  be  brought  about 
by  the  Comrs.  now  conferring  in  Washington.  I  doubt 
whether  there  is  enough  of  virtue  or  sense  in  the  two  ad- 
ministrations to  agree  on  any  thing  rational. 


Privatu  business 
matters. 


From  8.  8.  Jackson . 
AsHEBORO,  N.  C.  February  1st  1865. 
1  shall  send  forward  to  High  Point  in  the  morning  five 
bales  of  my  sheeting  containing  1277-|  yds.  One 
bale  having  020-^  and  the  other  641.  The  bales  are 
marked  to  J.  AVorth,  Raleigh,  N.  C. ;  care  of  Tucker,  An- 
drews, (fc  Co.,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  I  am  going  to  make  a  strong 
ctfort   to  get   them   on   the   Express   to-morrow  night;    so 
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they  can  go  forward  right  away  and  be  sold.  I  have  got 
in  debt  by  the  purchase  of  the  books,  negroes,  etc.  and 
must  now  endeavor  to  push  the  sheeting  through,  if  pos- 
sible, before  a  decline  takes  place.  Mr.  Makepeace  thinks 
it  will  go  down,  and  if  there  is  anything  substantial  in 
this  decline  of  gold  I  think  things  will  tumble.  1  shall 
write  a  letter  to  Tucker,  Andrews,  &  Co.,  notifying  them 
that  I  have  sent  forward  the  goods  and  that  I  want  them 
to  sell  right  away  and  then  turn  over  the  money  to  you: 
and  if  you  get  it,  please  forward  by  Joel  Ashworth  by 
the  first  opportunity.  Things  are  changing  so  rapidly 
that  I  can't  keep  up  and  now^  I  wish  to  get  straight.  I 
changed  6000  lbs  of  cotton  with  Makepeace  today  for 
3000  yds  of  cloth  to  be  delivered  in  the  future.  I  have 
now  on  hand  about  5000  lbs  of  cotton  as  much  as  I  choose 
to  risk.  I  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  call  and  see 
Tucker  &  Co.  to  see  when  the  goods  come  and  explain  it 
1o  him,  etc. 
All  well. 


From  ^Y.  H.  Foust. 

HiLLSBORO,  ]^.  C.  Fehy  3rd  1865. 
I  have  been  thinking  ever  since  the  death  of  my  father  Request  for  advice, 
that  I  would  write  to  you  for  advice.  As  you  were  his 
friend  and  counsellor,  I  know  you  will  not  hesitate  to 
be  mine.  I  do  not  know  what  is  best  for  me  to  do,  I  had 
to  leave  my  mother  and  sister  without  any  protection  and 
come  back  here  to  school  or  do  worse,  go  into  the  army. 
The  deserters  were  becoming  perfect  outlaws  in  our 
County.  !Not  longer  than  two  weeks  ago,  they  went  to  an 
old  widow's  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Curtis  who  can  neither 
see  nor  hear  but  very  little,  and  plundered  the  house  of 
all  its  valuable  contents.  ISTow  men  who  are  brutal 
enough  to  do  that  will  not  hesitate  to  do  worse.  I  am 
living  in  constant  dread  and  fear  to  hear  from  home.   You 
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know  what  is  best  to  be  done.  Can  I  be  detailed  to  stay 
at  home?  If  not,  is  there  any  place  vacant  in  Raleigh 
that  I  could  get  that  would  exempt  me  from  the  army. 
I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the  army  again,  if  I  can  help 
it;  I  have  some  little  brothers  and  sisters  at  home  and  I 
want  to  be  of  as  much  service  to  them  as  I  can,  they  have 
no  pa  to  provide  for  them  as  I  had  and  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  protect  them.  Give  my  regards  to  your  family.  I  wish 
I  could  have  gone  to  see  you  during  vacation  but  I  was 
so  busily  engaged  about  the  farm.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  as  soon  as  convenient. 


Fro7n  Benj.  Moffitt. 
AsHEBORO,  Is^.  C.  Feby.  J^th  1865. 
Yours  of  the  1st  just  duly  to  hand.  I  am  truly  glad 
to  hear  that  you  have  succeeded  in  purchasing  me  a  man. 
I  see  there  is  a  probability  of  the  Legislature  adjourning 
on  Tuesday.  If  so  please  see  Mr.  John  Hill  or  J\Ir.  Ash- 
worth  and  send  the  man  by  one  of  them.  I  would  come 
down  immediately  myself  if  it  was  not  that  I  am  obliged 
to  he  at  our  Court.  If  the  Legislature  should  not  adjourn 
I  will  come  do-\vn  on  Friday  next  10th  just  after  him,  I 
will  send  up  a  lot  of  sheetings  on  Monday  to  ship  to 
Messrs.  Tucker,  Andrews,  &  Co.,  Raleigh  to  be  sold  and 
will  direct  them  to  pay  you  the  money.  I  have  already 
sent  one  Bale  to  them  that  will  reach  Raleigh  to-day.  I 
am  indeed  under  many  obligations  to  you  besides  com- 
pensating you  for  your  trouble. 

[P.  S.] — I  will  write  you  again  when  I  send  the  goods. 
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From  I.  H.  Brown. 

AsHEBOEO^  Fehy  Jfth  I860. 
Mr.  Jackson  advised  lue  as  soou  as  he  returned  from 
Haleigli  to  sell  some  sheeting  and  buy  a  negro.  I  have 
•  been  rather  slow  to  get  in  the  notion  and  learn  that  they 
are  going  up  and  that  sheetings  are  likely  to  come  down 
otherwise  1  would  like  to  get  you  to  advance  the  money 
but  for  fear  sheetings  might  come  -  do\\Ti  before  I  could 
forward  them  for  sale,  I  have  concluded  to  write  to  you 
to  see  whether  you  could  exchange  sheeting  for  a  negro 
boy  about  17  years  of  age  a  little  under  the  conscript  age 
for  fear  of  an  accident  and  not  to  deliver  the  boy  until 
the  sheetings  arrive  at  Raleigh.  You  will  please  make 
the  inquiry  and  see  how  much  sheeting  it  will  require  to 
buy  one.  I  should  like  to  get  off  for  less  than  800  yards 
if  possible.  I  have  some  1200  yards  in  all  but  don't  want 
to  sell  all  of  it  for  that  purpose.  Pa  has  no  one  to  work 
for  him  and  my  object  is  to  let  Pa  have  him.  I  would 
much  prefer  your  judgment  as  I  would  know  nothing 
about  judging  them  at  all.  In  fact  I  have  all  confidence 
in  your  judgment  upon  any  subject  whatever.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  are  well  as  are  the  citizens  generally.  We 
hear  nothing  now  but  the  prospect  for  peace  and  hope 
we  may  soon  enjoy  it,  but  have  some  fears  for  the  pres- 
ent. You  know  what  kind  of  a  boy  would  suit  Pa,  a  boy 
of  'good  character  and  a  stout  fellow  and  will  greatly 
oblige  me  by  attending  to  the  above  request  remember  me 
to  your  family. 

[P.  S.] — If  in  your  judgment  you  had  better  close  the 
trade  before  writing  to  me  you  can  do  so  and  if  it  will 
require  more  than  800  yards  please  drop  me  a  line  and 
I  will  reply  immediately. 
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Fyom  Worth  £  Co. 

WiLMmGTOx,  X.  C.  Jfth  Feb.  1865. 
Ev^erj  body  here  is  hopeful  about  peace.     Produce  has 
declined  wonderfully.     Pork  selling  at  $3.75  to  $4.  and 
sold  ten  days  ago  at  $8.     Gold  $30,  but  no  transactions. 
All  well  here. 


Relating  to 
economic  and 
political  condi- 
tions. 


To  JoJm  21.  ^YoHh. 

Kaleigh,  Feb.  9/65. 
*  *  *  *  -s  *  * 

It  is  becoming  extremely  doubtful  whether  I  can  get 
feed  to  keep  my  cattle  alive.  As  a  last  resort  I  must  drive 
them  back  and  feed  them  on  my  remaining  two  stacks  of 
hay.  If  your  people  manage  with  any  economy  you  will 
not  need  them. 

If  you  are  going  down,  remember  my  instructions  about 
the  flax.  If  you  are  not  going,  let  me  know,  and  I  will 
get  somebody  else  to  attend  to  it. 

Taking  the  report  of  our  Comis.  and  the  jSTorthern  ver- 
sion together  it  is  clear  that  our  Comrs  made  independence 
an  indispensable  basis  and  Lincoln  made  Union  indispens- 
able— Just  what  I  expected.  The  result  is  a  continuance 
of  the  war,  under  circumstances  rendering  it  nearly  cer- 
tain that  we  are  to  be  conquered  and  at  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy.  Reconstruction  is  the  only  practical  remedy  and 
this  with  our  present  rulers  is  impossible. 


Relating  to  bnsi- 
ness  matters. 


From  S.  8.  J  ad- son. 
AsiiEBORo  N.   C.  February  11th   1865. 
Dear  Mr.  Worth 

T  have  seen  Captain  Wm.  Purnell  as  to  your  sheeting 
that  was  taken  to  Ingram's.  Here  is  his  statement.  He 
carried  it  over  the  Piver  and  could  not  find  the  old  man — 
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SO  he  brought  it  back  to  Stavbuck's  on  this  side  the  River 
with  the  understanding  that  Starbuck  would  take  it  across 
to  Ingram.  In  a  few  weeks  he  was  down  again  and  found 
that  Starbuck  had  not  carried  it  over  so  he  took  it  over 
himself  and  delivered  it  to  Ingram — and  in  a  few  weeks 
I  got  him  to  go  down  with  the  sewing  thread  from  the 
Factory  to  Bale  up  the  Cotton.  And  Ingram  then  told 
him  that  he  had  Oj^ened  the  goods  and  cut  it  uj)  into  pat- 
terns and  that  the  amount  didn't  correspond  with  the  mark 
on  the  Bale  of  goods,  falling  short  according  to  Purnell's 
recollection  about  25  yds.  Purnell  thought  that  the  mis- 
take must  have  happened  at  the  Factory,  when  it  was 
put  up. 

I  received  a  note  from  Manleff  Jarrell  at  High  Point, 
saying  that  my  2  Bales  of  sheeting  went  forward  on  tn© 
Local  Express,  on  the  Qtli  inst.  If  you  recollect  I  had  it 
marked  J.  Worth,  Kaleigh,  care  of  Tucker  Andrews  & 
Co.  I  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  call  by  and  see 
whether  it  has  arrived  or  not  and  take  charge  of  the  money 
when  it  is  sold,  etc. 

I  have  been  more  depressed  about  the  condition  of 
things  for  the  last  few  days  than  I  have  ever  been  before 
and  one  of  the  only  hopes  that  I  have  is  the  misrepresenta- 
tion by  our  Commissioners  of  the  true  position  of  the  Lin- 
coln Government,  as  they  could  not  procure  a  Peace  on 
the  principle  of  Independence.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
preposterous  to  be  holding  war  meetings  over  the  country, 
at  this  late  day,  as  the  people  are  depressed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  they  can't  be  made  to  appreciate  the  motives 
of  those  who  lead  in  getting  them  up.  I  have  no  idea 
that  Washington,  if  he  could  spring  again  into  life,  could 
assure  the  people,  so  as  to  again  get  them  to  volunteer,  and 
therefore  I  fear  that  our  Congress  will  be  guilty  of  some 
hasty  Legislation  on  the  subject  of  Conscription ;  that  will 
produce  a  counter  Revolution.  I  would  like  to  get  your 
views  about  the  future  prospect  of  the  Country,  etc. 
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Regarding  pur- 
chase of  mules. 


To  D.  G.  Worth. 

Kaleigh  Feb.  14/65. 

I  am  still  negotiating  for  the  Coltrane  mules.  I  greatly 
prefer  a  first  class  pair.  Mr.  Rickett's  mules  are  too  small. 
I  will  give  him  $5000.  for  them  and  wagon  and  gearing, 
and  break  off  mj  negotiations.  If  he  will  take  this,  close 
the  trade  and  pay  him.  I  would  rather  give  $10,000.  for 
the  Coltrane  mules.  If  I  fail  to  contract  for  the  Coltrane 
mules  I  will  give  Mr.  Rickett  his  price — $6000. 

I  opened  the  inclosed  letters  thinking  they  might  relate 
to  matters  I  might  attend  to  for  you.  I  retain  among 
your  money  the  $45  inclosed  in  one  of  them.  I  have  not 
answered  either  of  them. 

Instead  of  the  resumed  war  spirit  which  the  Richmond 
papers  represent  as  having  sprung  up  about  Richmond, 
dispondcncy  prevails  in  this  community. 

xVll  well. 


Conditions  in 
Randolpti  county 


'sympatliy 
deserters. 


From  J.  M.  Worth. 

AsHEBORo  :N'.  C.  Fehy  16th  IS 65. 
There  is  no  spot  upon  this  earth  more  completely  sub- 
o/sympftiiy^w?f  j^gated  than  Randolph  County.  There  is  not  a  day  or 
night  passes  but  what  some  one  is  robbed  of  all  the  parties 
can  carry  away.  They  are  in  bands  in  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  County  unless  it  is  stopped  we  shall  be  uttterly  used 
up.  My  object  in  writing  is  to  suggest  whether  some  ar- 
rangement cannot  be  made  with  the  military  authorities 
to  offer  tlie  better  class  of  the  deserters  some  terms  if  they 
will  organise  and  drive  the  robbers  from  the  country  or 
exterminate  them.  In  a  late  call  for  the  Home  Guards 
many  failed  to  appear  and  what  did  come  up  disbanded 
iiiiUH'diatcly  on  finding  that  Genl  Gatlin  declined  to  fur- 
nish rations  for  them.  I  am  fearful  that  they  will  not 
come  u])  for  reorganization.  ]\rany  of  them  are  afraid  and 
many  moi'c  are  in  licai-f  with  the  deserters.     I  do  hope  that 
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something  may  be  doiiL-.  It  is  a  horrible  condition.  There 
never  has  been  any  efficient  head  to  the  efforts  to  put  the 
thing-  down.  Lately  some  cavalry  was  sent  here  from  Cas- 
well and  placed  under  the  command  of  the  enrolling  otfi- 
cer  who  never  leaves  his  office.  In  a  few  days  a  Major  or 
Capt.  Pryor  was  put  in  command,  lie  went  to  Montgomery 
for  a  few  days  and  left  for  Salisbury,  the  Cavalry  was  di- 
vided, part  sent  to  Chatham  and  thereby  the  whole  made 
entirely  inefficient,  and  so  it  is  all  the  time.  Xow  what  I 
want  is  something  like  this:  let  the  Home  Guard  for  the 
County  understand  that  if  they  will  go  to  work  and  put 
tliis  thing  down  and  keep  them  down  that  they  will  be . 
allowed  to  stay  at  home  and  if  possible  to  get  permission 
to  make  some  terms  with  the  better  class  of  the  Deserters  . 
and  if  possible  to  get  a  better  officer  than  Bush  at  the 
head  of  the  concern — unless  w^e  get  some  such  thing  we 
are  utterly  used  up.  The  deserters  that  are  in  the  woods 
will  never  be  worth  a  —  unless  they  return  voluntarily 
vvhich  they  will  never  do.  1  feel  that  I  cannot  possibly 
make  you  appreciate  our  horrible  condition.  I  have 
studied  the  matter  .in  iill  its  views  and  1  know  that  noth- 
ing but  a  larger  force  than  we  can  get  or  some  terms  with 
the  Hoiue  Guard  and  the  better  class  of  desei'ters  will 
pave  us  from  utter  ruin.  It  is  terrible  to  have  to  offer 
terms  ,to.  Deserters  but  it  would  relieve  the  County  and 
State  of  great  trouble,  and  save  life  and  property  .an.d  allow 
the  citizens  a  quiet  sleep.  I  hope  you  may  have  time  to. 
talk  to  somebody — the  Gov.  and  Genl  Gatlin  and  perhaps 
Genl  Holmes.  The  subject  occupies  my  chief  thought  and 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  whole  citizens  of  this 
County  it  would  take  a  full  blast  from  Gabriel's,  horn  to 
bring  life  and  a  war  spirit  into  them.  The  deserters  are 
t50  bold  as  to. frequent  the  Public  Roads  and  have  friends 
that  visit  this  and  all  other  places  and  keep  them  informed 
on  all  subjects  at  all  times.  Help  if  you  can  to  devise 
ways  for  our  relief. 
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To  David  L.  Swain.^ 

Ealeigh  Feb.  18th  1865. 
Regarding  the  Yoiii's  of  the  IStli  inst.  is  received. 

cabinet  to  the  [  saw  Mr.   Kerr  soon  after  1  wrote  you  on  the   10th 

state.  / 

insi  and  was  gratified  to  find  that  he  highly  approved  of 
the  aet  giving  the  Geological  cabinet  to  the  State.  I  have 
takeji  an  active  part  in  bringing  about  the  act  with  the 
double  of  object  of  making  a  vacant  room  for  Mr.  Brog- 
den  and  of  placing  this  valuable  mineralogical  collection 
where  it  would  be  prized  and  taken  care  of,  and  where 
it  would  be  likely  to  do  most  good.  It  encountered  vio- 
lent opposition  from  Mr.  Brogden  and  drew  from  him  a 
silly,  unbecoming  and  offensive  communication  to  the 
Senate.  It  is  manifest  to  any  man  of  common  sense  that 
in  my  crow^ded  room,  which  is  now  a  great  banking  house, 
that  the  duties  cannot  be  safely  conducted  to  say  nothing 
of  the  uncomfortable  condition  of  my  clerks  and  the  un- 
digTiified  necessity  I  am  under  of  holding  all  my  confer- 
ences with  the  Comrs.  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  Com.  of  Fi- 
nance and  others  in  the  presence  of  my  clerical  force  and 
every  body  else  having  business  in  the  Treasury.  I  have 
to  conduct  the  not  inconsiderable  correspondence  of  my 
office,  subject  to  continual  interruption.  Mr.  B.  chose 
to  attribute  my  desire  to  have  another  room  to  mere  pride 
and  "grandness"  as  he  expresses  it.  I  was  gratified  that 
you  and  the  Geologist  approved  and  were  pleased  with 
the  transfer  of  this  Cabinet  to  the  University. 

Mr.  Kerr  immediately,  in  company  wath  Mr.  Emerson, 
examined  the  Cabinet,  and  found  as  I  expected,  many  of 
the  labels  lost — and  that  it  would  require  much  time  to 
replace  tlunn   and   pack  them  in   proper  order  for  trans- 


'  David  L.  Swain  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Buncombe  county  in  1824,  1825, 182fi,  1828,  and  1829.  In  1827  he  was 
elected  Solicitor  of  the  Edenton  District.  In  1830  he  became  a  Supe- 
rior Court  Judge,  and  two  years  later.  Governor  of  the  State.  In  1835 
he  was  sent  to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  the  same  year 
made  President  of  the  State  University,  where  he  remained  until  1868. 
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portation.  He  could  not  stay  to  do  it,  but  promised  to 
return  as  early  as  possible  and  put  it  in  order  for  removal. 
He  thought  he  could  not  come  short  of  four  weeks.  I  re- 
gret the  delay.  He  seemed  to  undertake  it  with  alacrity. 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  with  the  auditor.  The  State 
will  pay  all  expenses. 

I  now  think,  owing  to  the  want  of  bridges  over  Haw 
River,  Deserters,  etc. — that  some  of  you  had  better  go  up 
to  Cedar  Falls — get  your  goods  put  up — and  after  con- 
ference with  Mr,  Makepeace,  send  a  wagon  for  it — or 
get  him  to  have  it  hauled  to  High  Point.  He  is  a  good 
and  sensible  man,  with  an  aversion  to  writing  which  makes 
it  impossible  to  convent  measures  with  him  by  correspond- 
ence. If  you  cannot  do  this  (which  I  think  is  the  best 
way)  I  suggest  that  you  get  S.  S.  Jackson  to  attend  to  it 
for  you. 

It  is  understood  here  that  Sherman  occupies  Columbia. 
He  appears  to  march  on  without  hindrance.  N^early  all 
the  gold  of  the  South,  belonging  to  the  Banks,  is  in  Char- 
lotte, which  I  fear  will  attract  the  enemy.  The  prospect, 
military  and  political,  has  nothing  cheering  in  it.  The 
renewed  war  spirit  exhibits  itself  only  in  speeches  and 
resolutions.  Despondency  and  gloom  are  the  prevailing 
feelings. 


To  J.  J.  Jacl'soii. 

.Raleigh,  Feh.  19/65. 

Sherman  occupied  Columbia.  He  seems  to  meet  no  Se  resuits^oAhe 
hindrance  in  his  march.  The  war  seems  to  be  rapidly 
tending  to  the  most  disastrous  catastrophe.  The  humili- 
ating terms  exacted  by  Lincoln,  more  humiliating  than 
subjugation,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  have  produced  no  re- 
newed spirit  of  resistance,  except  the  noise  of  war  meet- 
ings held  by  bomb  proofs.  The  country  is  now  subjugated 
in  spirit.  If  the  army,  with  its  present  strength,  cannot 
win  an  important  victory,  the  country  is  vanquished,  and 
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immediate  emancipation  and  sweeping  confiscation  will 
follow.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  country  would  be 
roused  but  for  the  bitter  hatred  they  feel  toward  our  own 
rulers.  They  feel  as  Milton  represents  Satan:  "Which 
way  I  fly  is  death"  etc. 

The  Geiil.  Assembly  gave  me  a  gratifying  evidence  of 
respect  in  giving  me  Brogden's  room.  He  addressed  a 
silly  and  offensive  remonstrance  against  it  to  the  Senate. 

The  increase  in  my  salary,^  though  comparatively  lib- 
eral, still  leaves  my  pay  outrageously  inadequate.  It  is 
not  equivalent  to  $120  a  year  specie.  Levi  Cook,  with 
one  arm,  asks  me  $150  a  year  to  oversee  for  Roxana. 

I  fear  you  will  find  j'our  ingenuity  taxed  to  provide 
for  your  family  this  year.  It  takes  all  my  income,  of 
which  my  salary  is  not  one-fourth,  to  sui^port  us. 


From  J.  M.  Worth. 

AsHEBORO,  K  C.  Feby  20th  1865. 
I  send  to  High  Point  to-day  one  bale  609-|  sheeting 
directing  Sullivan  to  send  it  by  first  chance  by  freight  or 
Express.  The  yarn  was  not  gone  a  few  days  ago.  I  am 
doing  all  I  can  to  get  your  goods  through — will  send  the 
other  bale  in  a  few  days.  -   - 

[P.  S.] — I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you  whenever  you 
learn  any  thing  reliable  on  the  Peace  subject. 


^  His  salary  liad  lately  been  increased  largely  but  as  it  was  in  Con- 
federate money  he  was  not  greatly  benefited. 
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From  Lewis  Ilanes^ 
Clemmonsville,  X.   C.  Fehy.  20th  1S65. 

Just  before  leaving  Raleigh  I  called  on  Mr.  Cowles  to  erarLee-s^?euer"on 
whom  I  had  loaned  it,  for  Genl.  Lee's  letter  on  the  subject  a>-«iing  ^^e  slaves. 
of  arming  and  freeing  the  negroes.     He  informed  me  that 
he  had  left  it  at  your  house  and  as  I  have  never  seen  it 
since,  I  suppose  it  is  still  in  3'our  possession. 

S.  F.  Phillips  Esqr  has  written  to  me  for  a  coj^y  of  it, 
and  I  have  directed  him  to  go  to  you  and  get  the  letter, 
take  a  copy  and  send  me  the  original,  so  that  if  he  makes 
application  for  it  you  will  let  him  have  it,  or  if  it  is  not 
too  much  trouble  you  may  mail  it  to  him  at  once,  after 
letting  Mr.  Holden  take  a  copy  which  he  has  requested 
of  me.  Tell  Mr.  Holden  for  me  if  you  please,  that  as  I 
was  forbidden  to  do  so,  I  cannot  give  my  consent  to  its 
publication. 


From  D.  G.  }Yorth. 
WiLMixGTOA^  N".  C.  Fehy.  20th  1S65. 

I  have  purchased  the  Rickett  mules  at  $5000  for  mules  wnmfngton ^' '"^ 
wagon  and  gears,     I  enclose  an  order  on  Major  Devereux 
for  their  delivery  to  you. 

We  are  to  all  appearance  on  the  very  eve  of  evacuation. 
The  enemy  are  either  six  miles  of  town  both  by  land  and 
water,  I  fear  there  will  be  awful  scenes  here  during  the 
evacuation  and  occupation.  There  are  5  or  600  thousand 
Yankee  prisoners  here  who  were  brought  here  for  ex- 
change. I  see  nothing  doing  in  the  way  of  exchange.  I 
fear  the  enemy  will  get  here  and  release  them  before  any- 
thing is  done.  If  they  do,  the  result  will  be  terrible  to 
the  town. 


'  Lewis  Hanes,  of  Davidson  county,  an  editor  and  close  friend  of 
Worth.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1866  but  was  not  seated.  He 
took  strong  ground  during  the  war  In  favor  of  peace. 
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I  shall  not  leave  till  tlie  last  moment.     I  have  charged 
the  above  $5000.  to  von  on  Worth  &  Co.'s  Books. 


Relating  to  the 
suppression  of 
disturbances  in 
Randolph  county. 


To  John  M.  }yodh. 

Ealeigh,  Feb.  20th  1865. 

I  have  had  a  full  conference  with  the  Govr.  on  the  sub- 
ject of  your  letter. 

He  says  he  will  excuse  the  home-guard  of  Randolph 
from  going  into  the  field,  on  account  of  the  defenceless 
condition  of  the  County  against  the  robbers  and  deserters, 
provided  they  will  immediately  reorganise — and  all  the 
efficient  officers  go  to  work  with  determined  resolution  to 
suppress  the  disturbances. 

He  will  authorise  any  j^erson  you  may  design  to  form 
a  company  of  the  better  class  of  deserters  to  drive  the  rob- 
bers from  the' country  or  to  exterminate  them  as  you  sug- 
gest. 

You  are  the  best  judge  of  the  plan  to  be  adopted — but 
it  seems  to  me  there  will  be  no  reliance  on  any  deserters — 
and  that  the  home  guard  will  become  efficient  on  the  terms 
of  being  excused  from  the  field. 

Whoever  may  be  elected  to  command  them  should  notify 
them  that  he  will  report  every  delinquent  with  the  view 
that  he  be  sent  to  the  field.  When  you  capture  a  dan- 
gerous deserter  he  should  be  turned  over  to  the  military 
authorities  and  the  names  of  witnesses  given  by  Avhom 
some  of  his  depredations  can  be  proved.  If  proper  at- 
tention be  given  to  this  some  of  them  will  be  shot  by  order 
of  a  military  court. — It  will  be  very  unsafe  to  put  them 
to  (loath  after  the  Ben.  ISTortheut  mode.  If  the  enemy 
subjugate  us,  or  even  if  they  do  not,  there  is  danger  of 
prosecution  after  the  war  ends. 

The  men  wlio  were  employed  at  the  State  Salt  Works, 
now  at  home  on  Furlougli,   will   be  protected   from   con- 
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scription,  provided  they  join  the  home  guard  and  give 
an  honest  effort  to  taking  up  the  robbers  and  rogues  who 
infest  the  County.  I  am  authorised  to  say  this  by  the 
Govr.  They  will  probably  be  sent  to  the  Va.  Salt  Works 
in  May  or  June. 

Communicate  freely  with  me  and  I  will  give  you  every 
assistance  in  my  power  to  aid  your  object — but  I  cannot 
approve  the  committing  of  murder  even  on  a  felon,  un- 
less it  be  done  w^hile  he  is  in  the  act  of  committing  the 
felonv. 


From  S.  S.  Jaclcson. 

AsHEBORo  Fehy  21st  '65. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  the  statement  your  suit  receipted 
and  returned.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Worth  about  the  Bale  of 
Sheeting,  he  sent  it  on  way  to  be  sent  to  High  Point  this 
morning.  The  times  are  getting  still  more, glooniy  to  me. 
Mary  Worth  and  Elvira  send  love  to  all  and  say  that  the 
girls  must  w^'ite. 
Mr.  Worth  to 

S.  S.  Jackson  Dr. 

Cash  of  Tucker,  Andrews  &  Co.  for  sheeting  as 

per  bill  enclosed $8,739.20 

Cash  due  from  Mary  to  Elvira 30.00 

$8,769.20 
Cr. 

By  cash  paid  for  tea $125. 

"  amt  retained  for    D.   G.    W.    & 
Worth  &  Co.  as  per  your  letter  of 

Feb.   14/65 762.10 

"cash  this  dav 7882.10     $8,769.20 


Eeceived  in  full  the  above  a/c.     This  the  21st  of  Feb- 
niarv  1865.  S.  S.  Jackson. 
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From  S.  S.  Jachson. 
AsHEBORo,  X.   C.  Fehruary  2oth   1865. 
conciitions  in  ]\/[j.g^  Worth  wauts  you  to  let  her  know,  whenever  you 

Randolph  county.  "^  '  "^ 

may  think,  tliat  there  is  danger  of  her  being  cut  off  from 
home  by  the  enemy,  either  from  the  West  or  East.  We 
are  all  beginning  to  fear  greatly  that  the  State  will  be 
ove7'run.  There  has  been  no  mail  to  this  place  in  Several 
Days.  No  trains  passing  High  Point.  We  hear,  how- 
ever, that  the  enemy  are  in  Charlotte^  Wilmington,  and 
Kin^tofi. 

The  deserters  are  getting  bold  and  defiant.  They  had  a 
fight  late  last  night  with  our  Cavalry.  The  (D  )  killed 
one  dead  wounded  another  mortally  and  one  other  slightly. 
They  are  here  in  considerable  numbers  and  I  learn  are 
coming  from  the  army.  I  would  be  obliged  if  you  would 
make  inquiry  and  see  whether  I  can  buy  $2000  in  Con- 
fed.  7  per  cent  bonds  with  all  the  Coupons  on  theuL  I 
would  like  that  there  should  be  several  of  them  $100. 
bonds. 


From  J.  J.  Jackson. 

PiTTSBORO,  Fehy  27th/65. 
Yours  of  the  10th  inst  reached  here  when  I  was  at  Deep 
River.  I  regret  exceedingly  I  bought  the  corn  for  specie. 
But  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions.  I 
have  referred  to  your  letter.  I  have  referred  to  my  esti- 
mate and  find  the  corn  valued  a  fraction  over  $22.  per 
bushel.  I  gave  in  your  cured  hay  6000  lbs.  The  iV 
600  valued  at  $33.  being  $5.50  per  hundred.  Your  wool 
22  lbs.  The  ^^  2  ^%  valued  at  $17.60  being  nearly  $8. 
per  pound.  Your  rye  15  bushels  the  ^V  1  ||  the  whole 
valued  at  $15.     We  are  well  as  usual. 
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From  John  M.  Worth. 

AsHEBOEo  :Nr.  C.  Fehy.  28th  '65. 
Since  I  wrote  you  the  Deserters  attacked  the  Cavah-v  deserters  in  Ran- 

•^  "J    aolpn  county, 

at  their  Camp  at  Julian  X  Roads  on  Sandy  Creek  killing- 
two  of  them.  They  were  there  to  protect  the  Tithes  col- 
lecting at  that  place.  The  supporting  force,  a  part  of  the 
force  for  the  6th  Congi-essional  district  at  this  place  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Lilly  of  Anson  on  hearing  of  the 
battle  at  Julians  ran  off  from  here  without  orders  and  left 
about  100  Guns  without  any  protection.  Last  Friday  was 
the  day  for  the  Home  Guards  to  organise.  It  was  a  bad 
day  and  was  as  I  expected.  There  was  not  one  5th  of 
them  here.  Major  Rush  received  orders  that  day  that  they 
should  stay  at  home  if  they  promptly  organised,  etc.  and 
sent  word  all  over  the  County  that  the  deserters  not  en- 
gaged in  robbery  would  be  let  alone  if  they  would  help 
put  down  the  Robbers  and  fixed  another  day — next  Sat- 
urday— what  effect  it  will  have  is  yet  to  be  seen.  Nearly 
every  one  is  disposed  to  stand  hands  off  and  unless  the 
masses  encourage  the  Home  Guards  it  will  be  another  fail- 
ure and  I  am  afraid  that  every  body  has  become  cowards. 
We  have  just  got  a  new  Enrolling  officer  Cato  Brown — 
fresh  in  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office — and  I 
am  afraid  the  hardest  case  we  have  ever  had,  he  wants  to 
do  his  duty — if  he  but  knew  it.  If  we  fail  with  our  .pres- 
ent attempt  I  shall  be  at  the  end  of  my  string.  If  I  could 
get  away  I  would  leave  the  County — but  that  being  out 
of  the  question  I  shall  have  to  face  the  trouble  as  mat- 
ters now  stand.  I  could  not  leave  home.  I  still  intend 
to\  go  to  Chatham.  Mrs.  Jordan  don't  intend  to  leave 
that  place  and  I  am  afraid  the  old  man  is  never  going 
the  deserters  are  having  their  own  way  do^\m  there — at 
present  it  is  unsafe  to  send  any  meat  or  anything  else 
from  here  there.  I  had  a  waggon  robbed  of  4  bbls  salt 
near  the  burnt  mill  on  Saturday.  I  will  not  trouble  with 
further  details.      I   sent  you  the  other   Bale  of  sheeting 
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last  week  to-  High  Point  628  yds.  I  omitted  to  charge 
the  first  Bale  and  don't  know  the  number  of  yds.  It 
was  over  600.  If  yon  have  it  report  it  to  me.  I  made  a 
full  effort  for  Coltrain's  mules  and  nothing  but  the  specie 
would  do  or  enough  of  something  else  that  would  get  the 
Specie.  Hugh  McCane  Jun.  offers  to  sell  a  pair  of  small 
mules;  they  are  good  but  small. 


To  John  M.  Worth. 

Raleigh^  Mar.  1st  1865. 
Deserters  in  Ran-        You  describe  the  descrters    in  Randolph    under    two 

dolph  county.  ,  ^  ^     _ 

classes — the  one  concealing  themselves  and  thus  avoiding 
the  field,  from  the  want  of  courage  or  religious  scruples. 
This  class  you  say  do  no  mischief  and  would  do  no  good 
or  would  escape  to  the  enemy  if  captured  and  sent  to  the 
army : — the  other  class  consisting  of  lawless  desperadoes 
who  rob  promiscuously  and  occasionally  commit  murder 
and  other  outrages  to  justify  malignant  feeling  or  get 
money. 

The  former  class  know  much  of  the  hiding  places  and 
plans  of  the  latter,  and  could  furnish  information  by 
which  these  lawless  bandits  could  be  captured,  and  this 
information  you  think  they  would  impart  if  they  had 
some  assurance  that  their  disertion  would  be  winked  at  by 
the  authorities. — 

You  say  that  these  lawless  men,  Avhen  captured  and 
turned  over  to  the  Civil  or  Military  authorities,  are  not 
punished,  but  generally  are  allowed  to  escape  and  return 
with  increased  maliirnity,  and  you  therefore  think  that 
self  preservation  requires  that  they  be  summarily  executed, 
whenever  eajttured  without  form  of  trial. 

You  say  that  many  of  the  Home  Guard  were  robbed 
when  they  were  out  of  the  county  in  service — and  that 
consequently  Avhen  they  were  last  called  out  many  of 
theui   rofu!=ed   to  resjxnid   to  the  call,   and  those  who  as- 
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sembled,  for  want  of  rations  and  because  their  comrades 
did  infest  them,  returned  home.  I  further  understand 
that  they  have  not  been  organised  under  the  recent  act. 
You  think  they  would  reorganise  and  elect  officers  and 
go  vigorously  to  work  to  exterminate  these  lawless  men, 
provided  they  were  assured  that  the}'  would  be  allowed  to 
remain  in,  the  County  for  this  purpose,  and  were  sup- 
plied with  rations. 

Another  suggestion  you  make  is  that  the  enrolling  offi- 
cers be  of  age  and  discretion  and  sober  habits — and  not  a 
boy,— be  sent  to  the  County,  conniving  at  the  class  of 
such. 

You  think  if  these  suggestions  of  yours  can  be  carried 
out  that  order  can  be  restored  in  the  County. 

I  have  recited  your  suggestions  because  I  propose  to 
submit  this  letter  to  the  Govr.  and  perhaps  to  Genl.  Holmes 
with  the  hope  of  getting  them  to  endorse  their  approval 
of  such  of  them  as  they  may  think  deserving  it. 

Whatever  may  be  the  personal  views  of  the  Govr.  and 
Genl  Holmes,  you  cannot  expect  their  official  approval  of 
shooting  these  robbers  and  murderers  after  they  may  be 
captured  and  prisoners.  Surely  the  military  tribunals  by 
this  time  see  the  necessity  of  ridding  the  country  of  such 
men  by  summary  military  trial. 

I  entertain  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  terril:)le  state  of 
things  in  the  County,  but  that  the  Govr.  will  readily  as- 
sent to  the  Home  Guards  staying  at  home,  upon  the  con- 
ditions that  they  immediate^  organise,  elect  efficient  offi- 
cers and  go  immediately  to  work  in  real  earnest  to  cap- 
ture or  expel  the  vicious  deserters. 

As  to  the  rations,  I  learn  from  the  Adgt.  Genl  that  the 
requisitions  of  the  Qr.  Master  will  be  met  for  money,  but 
rations  cannot  be  sent.  The  Qr.  Master  must  provide  the 
substance  or  the  men  furnish  their  supplies  and  receive 
compensation  in  money. 

As  to  connivino'  at  the  class  of  deserters  who  are  doing 
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no  iniseliief  and  who  would  do  no  good  as  soldiers  on  the 
condition  of  their  betraying  the  vicious  ones,  I  do  not 
suppose  actual  instructions  to  this  effect  could  issue — but 
as  it  seems  to  be  the  only  effective  plan  of  accomplishing 
the  object,  your  officers,  I  presume,  would  hazard  nothing 
in  trying  the  plan. 


[Endorsement.] 

Ex.  Office 

Raleigh  March  1,  IS 65. 

I  have  read  this  letter  and  approve  the  suggestions  it 
contains.  If  the  H.  Gr.  will  organize  promptly,  elect  loyal 
and  efficient  officers,  I  will  order  them  able  to  remain  at 
home  to  protect  and  arrest  deserters  and  will  send  200  good 
troops  to  their  aid — but  the  citizens  must  show  a  disposi- 
tion to  help  themselves,  i^o  half  way  business  will  suit 
me.  If  you  are  unwilling  to  risk  any  thing  in  your  own 
defence  I  shall  not  take  troops  from  the  front  to  protect 
them.  I  shall  also  send  in  a  few  days  an  officer  there  with 
authority  to  enlist  200  of  the  better  class  of  deserters  who 
shall  receive  my  protection  and  will  place  as  condition  that 
they  clear  their  county  of  the  others  and  l-eep  it  clear. 
1  hope  for  your  assistance  in  the  matter. 

Eespt.  Z.  B.  Vance. 


To  J.  J.  Jachson. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  1/65. 
The  infoi'uiation  here  leaves  the  impression  that  Sher- 
man is   advancing  l)y  way  of  Cheraw,   Fayetteville  and 
this  place.     Beauregard  and  Jo  Johnston  have  their  head- 
quarters in  Charlotte. 

The  general  o])inion  liere  is  that  Lee  will  shortly  evacu- 
ate Petersburgh.  I  do  not  hear  that  Richmond  is  to  be 
evacuated.     TIk^  rumor  may  luive  no  foundation. 
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DavicP  left  Wilmington  one  day  before  the  anny  occu- 
pied the  place  and  came  here  via  Fayettesville.  His  wife 
and  children  remained.  He  said  she  preferred  to  remain 
as  did  about  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Rev. 
Hepburn  staid  in  the  house  with  her.  She  bore  it  heroic- 
ally. 

I  am  full  of  cares  and  duties  and  have  no  time  to  say 
more. 


To  J.  J.  Jachsofi. 

Ealeigh^  March  2nd  1865. 

I  have  this  day  paid  my  tithes  of  corn  21  bushels  and 
one  bushel  and  34  lbs.  more  corn  in  lieu  of  the  l-t/o  bu. 
of  rye — and  hold  the  receipt  of  the  tithes  collector  here. 

He  says  he  has  the  right  to  receive  the  corn  in  commu- 
tation of  the  rye. 

The  Fayetteville  factories  are  all  burned  and  the  arsenal 
blown  up. 

[P.  S.] — The  enemy  cross  the  C[ape]  F[ear]  twelve 
miles  this  side  of  Fayetteville — at  least  part  of  the  armv. 
Our  opposing  forces  are  at  Summerville,  all  consternation 
here. 


From ' 

Reed  Ceeek,  K  C.  March  2nd  1865. 
Is  it  possible  for  anything  to  be  done  to  arrest  the  rob-  ^.^pgeroiis  con- 

i  it)  dition  of  affairs  in 

bers  in  our  county.     They  will  ruin  us  all  if  something  is  Randolph  county. 

not  speedily  done.     Can  you  not  use  your  influence  with 

our  Gov.  to  make  some  attempt.     Our  house  tonight  is  a 

scene  of  confusion.     Every  thing  is  torn  to  pieces.     My 

dear  father's  safe  broken  and  a  large  amount  of  money 

taken,  besides  so  many  other  things  that  it  is  impossible  to 


'  David  G.  Worth. 

^From  some  member  of  I.  H.  Foust's  family. 
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enniimerate.  Wlit^n  the  widow  and  orphans  are  thus 
treated  (when  no  provocation  has  been  given  even)  what 
can  we  expect.  Do  not  let  a  human  being  know  this  let- 
ter was  written. 

I  will  not  even  sign  mv  name. 


To  J.  J.  Jacl-son. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  Jfth  1S65. 

******  VT 

I  have  not  a  bu.  here,  nor  20  days  supply  of  flour.  I 
would  have  not  exceeding  20  bu.  sent  to  the  R.  K.  I  pre- 
fer that  the  balance  be  carried  to  Pittsboro — for  the  rea- 
son that  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Lee  will  evacuate 
Richmond  and  Petersburg  and  leave  all  N.  C  East  of 
Greensboro  to  the  occupation  of  the  enemy.  The  guage  of 
the  N.  C.  R.  R.  from  Charlotte  this  way  is  being  changed 
to  conform  to  the  S.  C.  R.  R.  and  the  Road  from  Danville 
to  Richmond.  1000  hands  are  employed  in  this  and  the 
work  is  nearly  completed  from  Charlotte  to  Salisbury.  T 
deem  Pittsboro  the  safest  place  in  my  knowledge.  If  you 
will  undertake  to  have  these  views  carried  out,  take  as 
much  of  the  wheat  as  you  would  charge  a  stranger  for 
vour  trouble. 


From  8.  8.  Jacl-son. 

AsHEBORo,  Mar  JjfJt  1S65. 
Deserters  in  Ran-         Night  before  last  about  50  Deserters  went  to  Mrs.  I.  H. 

dolph  county.  ~ 

Foust's  broke  open  the  safe  with  axes,  and  got  about  $1000. 
in  Sjiccie — aliout  $7000.  in  Confed.  money,  about  $9000. 
in  Bank  notes  and  a  good  deal  in  State  Treasury  notes — 1 
Barrel  of  Sugar,  leather  and  various  other  articles.  Locked 
Mrs.  Foust  and  Sallie  u]i  in  a  room  while  the  plundering 
was  going  on.     Thev  tcvok  off  all  (he  kevs.     Thev  went  to 
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Alfred  Smith's  same  night  and  took  70  pieces  of  meat ; 
Smith  got  20  pieces  back  by  giving  some  Brandy.  Rob- 
bing up  this  way  is  becoming  a  daily  occurrence.  I  learn 
this  morning  that  there  are  about  700  troops  at  High  Point 
from  Gen.  Lee's  army  headed  by  Col.  McAlister,  supposed 
to  be  coming  this  way  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  down 
and  catching  them.  I  learned  also,  confidentially,  that 
there  is  a  letter  here  in  the  Post  Office  at  this  place,  di- 
rected to  the  '"Provost  Marshal  of  Randolph  County,  jST. 
C."  What  this  means  /  don't  know.  I  got  a  letter  in  con- 
fidence last  night  from  a  member  of  Congress  at  Rich- 
mond, and  here  are  his  words  which  I  communicate  to 
you  in  confidence.  "That  the  thing  is  up  with  us  and  so 
regarded  and  admitted  privately  hj  every  thinking  man 
and  many  of  the  Jeff  Davis  extreme  Secessionists.  It  is 
obliged  to  be  so  and  the  sooner  we  go  back  the  better.  It 
is  perhaps  too  late  now  to  save  the  negro.  Certainly  so 
unless  an  early  move  is  made — but  ten  of  thousands  of 
precious  lives  and  loss  of  all  property,  and  ruin  and  bank- 
ruptcy and  at  last  whipped  back  will  probably  be  our  fate 
by  holding  on  (if  perchance  we  can  possibly  do  so)  six 
months  longer."  All  this  I  say  to  you  in  the  strictest  con- 
fidence. 

Our  little  boy  is  doing  quite  well.  Elvira  and  Mrs. 
Worth  have  concluded  that  he  favors  Judge  Murphy  and 
I  hope  he  may  be  half  such  a  man.  We  are  all  well.  Mrs. 
Worth  has  received  no  letter  from  you  as  yet.  All  send 
love. 


From  J.  M.  ^Yolih. 

AsHEBOKO  IN".  C.  March  6th  1865. 
I  reed  vour  letter  with  the  Gov.'s  endorsement.     Alex.  Asking  for  officers 

"  to  take  charge  of 

McAlister  is  here  with  600  men.     Ask  the  Gov.  to  send  deserters, 
at  once  the  officers  to  take  charge  of  the  Deserters  so  that 
they  may  co-operate  and  the  thing  may  be  done.     We  have 
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positive  information  of  Sherman's  Cavalry  crossing  the 
Peedee  on  Saturday  at  Dumas  Ferry,  if  they  come  this 
way  will  be  here  in  a  day  or  two — we  are  not  advised  as 
to  the  number.     I  send  this  to  High  Point  to-day. 


Asking  for  an 
officer  to  take 
command  of 
deserters. 


From  J.  M.  Worth. 

AsHEBORO  jST.  C.  March  9th  1865. 
I  want  to  urge  with  all  my  power  I  can  that  Gov.  Vance 
send  a  man  as  promised  to  take  charge  of  what  I  have 
been  calling  the  better  class  of  deserters.  If  he  does  not 
do  it  we  are  gone.  The  army  that  is  here  cannot  submit. 
The  County  is  full  of  all  sorts  of  folks  moving  from  Sher- 
man and  we  are  being  swallowed  up.  If  the  Gov.  Avill 
send  at  once  a  man  authorized  to  enlist  the  deserters  I 
shall  still  have  a  little  hope  except  I  am  bothered  with  all 
sorts  of  trouble  sick,  wounded  and  hungry,  robbers  and 
Rangers  and  every  other  sort  of  trouble.  If  the  Gov.  will 
send  the  man  promised  now  all  the  wavering  would  be 
driven  in  by  the  forces  here  and  then  they  could  be  sent 
away.     I  have  no  time  to  write  more. 


To  J.  J.  Jaclson. 

Raleigh    March  11/65. 

The  information  received  here  and  believed  is  that 
Fayetteville  is  to  be  evacuated  and  is  probably  now  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy.  From  the  Clerk  having  the  care  in 
Richmond  of  valuable  papers  belonging  to  the  State  I 
learned  that  he  and  all  other  public  officers  are  ordered  to 
pack  up  all  their  papers  in  readiness  for  removal.  Said  to 
be  out  of  mere  caution  but  probably  looking  to  evacuation. 

I  was  about  to  send  my  wagons  up  fearing  that  you 
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might  not  be  able  to  get  my  wheat  away  from  Cane  Creek. 
On  reflection  I  think  I  should  be  more  likely  to  lose  my 
teams  than  to  save  my  wheat.  If  it  be  not  got  off  from 
Cane  Creek,  I  shall  lose  it  all.  Try  to  save  it  if  you  can 
and  keep  as  much  as  will  satisfy  you.  Exercise  the  wisest 
discretion. 

I  have  got  leave  to  pay  my  tithe  corn  and  rye  and  ^vool 
here.  Let  the  25  bushels  of  corn  you  brought  remain 
where  it  is  unless  you  deem  it  safer  to  remove  or  to  resell 
it  for  specie. 

I  have  awful  responsibility — am  calm  and  doing  the 
best  I  can. 


From  J.  J,  Jackson. 

PiTTSBOKO,  JSr.  C.  March  12th  1865. 
Your  letter  came  to  hand  when  I  was  away  on  Deep  conditions  in 

"^  •■■    Chatham  county. 

Kiver.  I  found  it  here  when  I  returned  on  Friday  even- 
ing. I  had  been  to  the  River  for  several  days  shucking 
and  shelling  out  corn  to  bring  up  here.  I  thought  it  would 
be  greatly  exposed  on  the  South  side  of  the  Kiver  and 
wished  if  possible  to  get  some  up  here  for  bread.  I  have 
brought  off  7  barrels,  and  if  there  is  no  rain  on  this  place 
and  it  is  not  destroyed,  I  may  have  bread  until  the  sum- 
mer. I  have  since  had  it  brought  away.  I  immediately 
went  out  to  try  to  find  waggons  to  bring  down  your  wheat 
and  thought  I  had  engaged  one.  But  the  Home  Guards 
being  ordered  to  come  here  to-morrow  I  failed  in  getting 
him.  The  roads  are  in  wretched  condition  and  I  failed 
in  getting  anyone.  I  was  going  up  to-morrow  but  have  to 
leave  with  the  H.  G.s.^  I  have  written  to  Alfred  Lindly 
and  if  he  will  not  haul  it,  I  may  get  some  one  else  when 
the  roads  dry  off  and  I  return.  People  in  the  community 
are  trying  to  hide  their  provisions,  expecting  the  enemy  or 
the  deserters.     It  is  hard  to  tell  where  the  safest  place  is. 


Home  Guards. 
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There  are  100  cavalry  here  now — they  are  in  the  old 
academy  in  my  stable  lot  and  in  the  end  room  of  Briny's 
Ilonse  and  the  Col.  T.  Folk  and  Capt.  Council  are  stay- 
ing with  ns  in  the  office.  I  fonnd  them  here  when  I  got 
back.  The  Court  House  is  full  of  them.  Folk  says  he 
knows  you  very  well.  Served  with  you  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Every  thing  is  in  confusion  although  they  are  a 
remarkably  well  behaved  set  of  men.  Lucy  told  them 
they  could  occupy  the  end  room  of  Briny's  house  if  there 
was  no  drunkenness,  etc.  etc.  I  wall  do  the  best  I  can 
with  your  wheat.  But  am  so  tied  up  that  I  can't  leave  for 
Cane  Creek. 

We  got  no  news  last  night,  only  a  report  that  the  enemy 
were  at  Carthage  and  expected  on  Deep  Kiver  and  the 
coal  fields.     Love  to  all. 

P.  S. — By  the  provisions  of  the  late  act  I  am  bound 
to  do  Home  Guard  duty  in  the  County.  I  am  satisfied  it 
will  be  a  hard  and  exceedingly  dangerous  duty,  but  it 
can't  be  helped. 


The  advance  of 
Sherman's  army. 
Plans  of  evacua- 
tion of  Raleigh. 


To  J.  J.  Jacl'son, 

Raleigh,  Mar.  13/65. 

Fayetteville  is  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Bragg  is  re- 
treating. Goldsboro  being  evacuated.  Kinston  probably 
occupied.  The  public  stores  are  being  removed  from  here. 
The  Council  of  State  meet  to-daj  to  decide  which  or 
whether  all  the  Executive  officers  shall  remove  and  to 
what  point.  The  Gov.  favors  Statesville,  and  so  the  Coun- 
cil will  probably  decide.  I  think  after  the  valuables  are 
removed  that  I  and  the  other  State  officers  whose  duties 
are  ])urcly  civil,  ought  to  remain  here  for  the  protection 
of  the  ca]ntol.  The  Gov.,  I  think,  does  not  agree  with  me, 
and  the  Council  will  probably  let  him  do  their  thinking. 
If  I  am  ordered  to  leave  I  may  go,  but  my  convictions  of 
duty  to  my  State  and  to  my  family  may  take  precedence 
to  thoir  orders.     They  have  no  legal  right  to  order  me. 
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All  sensible  men  know  the  days  of  miracles  are  past — 
and  that  nothing  but  a  miracle  can  save  us.  The  contin- 
uance of  the  contest,  without  a  miracle,  is  but  to  add  to 
the  hecatombs  of  slain  and  further  destruction  of  property. 

This  is  probably  the  last  letter  I  shall  be  able  to  send 
you. 

I  am  self  possessed  and  putting  all  my  affairs,  State  and 
personal,  in  the  best  posture  I  can. 

All  well. 


To  8.  8.  Jachson. 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  lJf./65. 

David  was  at  Roxana's  Sunday  night.  A  small  party  cSSfbSiand'^ 
of  mounted  Yankees  appeared  there  in  the  afternoon.  It  county, 
being  understood  that  they  captured  all  men  able  to  bear 
arms,  at  Roxana's  earnest  request,  when  they  appeared  in 
sight,  David  took  to  the  bushes.  They  took  6  of  her 
horses  and  mules,  telling  the  negroes  they  would  burn  the 
house  if  they  didn't  bring  up  all  the  mules.  They  brought 
up  all  they  could.  Six  were  away.  These,  I  fear,  they 
have  got  since.  D.  left  at  9  o'clock  Sunday  night.  They 
robbed  Jack  Williams  and  Dr.  Williams.  They  went  south 
of  Little  River  Sunday  night.  I  fear  they  returned  Mon- 
day morning  and  robbed  R.  of  the  balance  of  her  mules 
and  corn  etc.     They  took  but  little  of  her  bacon. 

They  took  four  of  the  negroes,  Jim,  Frank,  Jesse,  and 
young  Sam  to  help  them  off  with  the  horses,  promising  to 
send  them  back.  Sam  was  in  the  rear.  The  Yankee  with 
him  alighted  to  burn  the  bridge  toward  Bettie  Walker's. 
Before  he  got  it  on  fire  some  concealed  person  shot  him, 
wounding  but  not  killing.  The  Yankees  mounted  and 
fled  and  Sam  dismounted  and  ran  home.  The  horse  came 
home. 

The  negroes  were  faithful.  Dr.  Williams  took  the 
bushes.     The  Yankees  fri^'htened  his  wife,  made  her  dis- 
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elo.>^c  the  hiding  places  of  her  valuables,  stole  them  and 
departed.  The  Dr.  came  in,  took  his  wife  and  children 
in  the  carriage  and  abandoned  his  house,  furniture,  ne- 
groes, and  everything.  David  left  them  8  miles  from 
here  last  night,  his  wife  nearly  a  maniac.  I  fear  they 
Avill  be  here  to  quarter  on  me. 

The  best  information  here  leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
Sherman's  main  army  will  pass  east  of  here — probably  by 
Goldsboro.  You  are  jjrobably  safe  except  from  domestic 
robbers. 

March  15. 

Failed  to  finish,  but  overwhelmed  with  care.  Nothing 
further  from  Roxana's,  except  that  the  Yankee  raiding 
parties  are  this  side  of  her.  I  suppose  she  is  stripped 
entirely  of  mules  and  provisions.  Immense  forces  here 
and  below  here — and  still  they  come.  If  the  troops  will 
fight  Johnston  will  arrest  Sherman — and  they  will  fight 
under  him  if  they  will  fight  at  all. 

Yours  of  the  12  is  received.  I  thought  it  probable  you 
would  be  able  to  do  nothing  as  to  my  wheat. 

If,  as  is  still  believed  by  our  military  men,  Sherman's 
main  army  passes  east  of  here,  Chatham  will  escape,  and 
then  save  my  wheat  if  you  can. 

All  well. 

Beauregard  arrived  here  yesterday.  Dick  Taylor  and 
his  command  expected.  A  vast  force  is  accumulating 
under  -lohnston's  command. 


From  Elvira  Worth  Jacl'son  to  Mrs.  Worth. 

AsHEBOEo,  March  16  1S65. 
AVc  have  had  more  peaceable  times  with  the  deserters 
since  you  left.  I  hear  of  no  robbing  being  committed 
since  these  troops  came  in,  and  a  large  nmnber  of  cavalry 
and  wagons,  etc.  have  passed  here  on  their  way  to  Raleigh. 
You  ought  to  have  seen  us  hiding  meat,  corn,  etc.  the  other 
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day.  We  heard  that  4000  Cavalry  were  to  pass  here  and 
we  knew  if  the}'  did  we  wouhl  be  eaten  out  and  so  we  went 
to  hiding  hay  and  provisions.  Fortunately  for  us  the 
Cavalry  turned  off  and  went  l)y  Thomasville.  AVe  ex- 
pected a  train  of  150  wagons  a  day  or  two  ago  and  they 
turned  off  at  Page's  toll  house  and  went  to  Franklinsville, 
and  yesterday  100  Cavalry  and  100  wagons  passed  here 
and  they  went  to  the  same  place.  I  guess  they  are  about 
eat  out  at  the  Factory  now.  I  hope  you  will  write  to  me 
as  long  as  there  is  any  communication  for  I  shall  con- 
tinually be  uneasy.  William  Stanton  arrived  here  from 
Fayetteville  yesterday — says  Uncle  B.  G.  Worth's  house, 
barn,  provisions,  etc.  Avere  all  destroyed — Is  it  not  hor- 
rible— said  brother  was  at  Eoxana's.  I  hope  he  may 
escape.  Don't  you  suppose  Sis  Julia  is  in  the  greatest 
trouble  about  him  ?  'Not  knowing  where  he  is,  etc.  Rox- 
ana  had  not  been  pressed  for  provisions  up  to  that  time. 
Uncle  Addison  said  he  intended  to  stay  and  tough  it  out. 
Pittsboro  is  full  to  overflowing  mth  refugees  from  Fay- 
etteville. I  think  it  is  getting  time  now  for  this  war  to 
cease.  It  will  never  be  settled  by  the  sword.  Peace  now 
would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  people  than  all  the  wealth 
of  the  world  even  a  peace  on  Lincoln's  terms.  I  fully 
concur  with  the  great  Dr.  Franklin  that  '^there  never  was 
a  good  war  or  a  bad  peace. 


Fro7n  S.  S.  JacJiSon. 

AsHEBOBo,  March  16  1865. 
Your  letter  of  the  13th  has  been  received  and  it  makes  us  conditions  in 

Cumberland 

all  feel  so  bad  to  think  that  all  will  soon  be  in  the  enemies  county. 
lines,   or  in  the  midst   of  large  and   hostile  armies  that 
must  desolate  and  destroy  the  whole  country — Would  it 
not  be  best  for  all  or  a  part  of  the  family  to  come  up  here 
and  stay  with  usf     If  you  think  it  best  we  would  like  so 

24 
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much  for  them  to  come  up  and  remaiu  with  us  during  the 
trouble.  We  have  alarming  accounts  from  Fayette.  Wm. 
Stanton  came  up  by  Sister  Roxana's  on  Saturday.  David 
was  there.  He  didn't  think  that  any  provisions,  etc.  had 
been  impressed  from  her  at  that  time.  He  came  out  of 
Fayette  on  one  side  as  the  enemy  came  in  on  the  other. 
B.  G.  Worth's  property  was  all  burned  in  the  country — 
dwelling,  barns,  forage,  etc.  J.  A.  Worth  is  going  to  re- 
main. The  enemy  arrested  CoL  Walter  L.  Steele  and 
other  jjrominent  men  in  the  route  and  drove  them  into 
Fayette  before  them  bare  footed  and  in  their  shirt  and 
drawers.  Our  forces  burned  the  bridge  at  Fayette.  The 
enemy  destroyed  all  the  Factories.  Burned  the  store, 
dwelling  and  Factory  of  Murchison.  Took  o&  all  his  ne- 
groes ;  and  they  say  made  Mose  Murchison  ride  into 
Fayette  on  a  mule.  Our  army  took  all  the  provisions  that 
McDiarmid  had  and  left  the  people  in  Fayette  only  three 
months  rations  allowanced  them.  E.  J.  Hale  and  son  are 
in  Pittsboro.  They  didn't  get  off  the  Printing  Press — 
and  a  great  many  other  refugees  are  there.  It  is  reported 
that  a  part  of  Sherman's  army  is  moving  up  the  Coal 
Field  R.  P. 

A  wagon  train  and  cavalry  are  continually  passing 
through  this  place  and  the  neighborhood  on  their  way  to 
Raleigh,  as  they  say,  pressing  horses,  forage,  etc. 

If  you  have  the  time  wi-ite  us  how  things  are  getting 
on — whether  there  will  be  a  stand  at  Raleigh  and  how 
many  troops  we  have,  when  Bragg  forms  a  junction  with 
Johnston ;  and  if  you  have  not  the  time  we  hope  one  of  the 
girls  will  write. 

I  hope  you  will  remain  at  home  if  the  authorities  will 
permit  it  and  think  about  the  girls  coming  up  here  and 
let  me  know  if  you  think  it  best,  they  had  better  come 
right  away. 
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To  J.  J.  Jachson. 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  20/65. 

We  have  no  more  reliable  account  of  the  fight  near  The  fight  at 
Averysboro  than  that  you  will  see  in  this  day's  paper.  All 
accounts  represent  that  we  gained  a  large  advantage.  Only 
Hardee's  corps  was  engaged,  which,  under  Johnston's 
orders,  fell  back  during  the  night  to  get  a  better  situation 
and  fight  again.  From  the  humblest  soldier  to  the  high- 
est ofiicer  the  most  undoubting  confidence  is  reposed  in 
Johnston.  Our  men  are  confident  under  his  lead.  He 
seems  to  be  the  Greene  of  old. 

We  are  all  packed  up — I  mean  the  officers  of  State,  and 
ready  to  fly.  My  family  will  remain  here.  It  is  unde- 
cided where  we  will  go.  I  hope  however,  and  my  hope 
amounts  almost  to  a  belief,  that  the  city  will  not  be  taken. 
Johnston  has  an  immense  force  and  Sherman  is  confront- 
ing him  near  Smithfield.  Unless  Johnston  should  risk  a 
general  battle  and  sustain  defeat,  Raleigh  will  not  immedi- 
ately fall. 

Rumors  believed  to  be  reliable,  coming  from  various 
sources  represent  heavy  fighting  yesterday  and  a  resump- 
tion before  day  this  morning.  Wounded  soldiers  "who 
came  up  on  the  train  say  the  sound  of  the  cannonade  re- 
ceded from  the  road,  from  which  they  infer  that  the  enemy 
was  being  driven  back. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  21/65. 
For  the  double  purpose  of  securing  my  horses  and  mules  Preparations  for 

^        ^  o        ./  Sherman  s  army. 

and  saving  my  wheat  etc.  at  Cane  Creek,  under  a  passport 
from  the  Gov.  and  David's  convoy  my  wagons  will  leave 
here  to-morrow  morning  and  will  go  to  Pittsboro  via  Hay- 
wood, if  he  deem  it  safe,  and.  go  down  to  advise  and  assist 


372  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission. 

Eoxana.  Persons  who  live  iu  the  line  of  march  of  either 
armj  generally  lose  all  their  horses,  I  know  Eoxana  has 
lost  half  of  hers  and  presume  she  has  lost  all.  If  I  lose 
mine  we  shall  be  ruined.  I  wish  them  detained  in  your 
care  and  kept  out  of  the  line  of  march  of  the  enemy  until 
Sherman  shall  be  repulsed  or  shall  have  passed  us.  Should 
they  be  detained  for  some  time,  I  hope  they  can  be  em- 
ployed in  some  way  to  cover  expenses — possibly  sent  to 
plow  at  Eoxana's  if  there  is  no  further  danger  there.  I 
hoj)e  Davis  will  be  able  to  communicate  with  you. 

I  deem  everything  of  mine  very  insecure  there  and  want 
all  but  the  hay  taken  to  Pittsboro.  I  shall  have  to  ask 
you  to  go  with  them.  They  will  have  to  make  two  trips 
unless  you  can  hire  help. 

I  will  write  you  every  day  as  long  as  I  can.  I  know 
not  what  hour  I  will  have  to  fly. 

We  have  no  reliable  news  for  the  past  few  days.  The 
rumors  are  all  favorable  to  our  arms.     All  well. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

EaleictH,  Mar.  22/65. 

Plans  to  call  State        Xo  reliable  news  from  the  army  since  the  fight  of  Sun- 
conventions.  _  ...  . 
Gov.  Graham's        day   excepting  the  uncertain  information  received  bv  our 

opinion,  1-710  V 

wounded  sent  to  this  Hospital  who  report  all  our  com- 
bats resulting  in  our  favor.  ISTo  general  battle  has  oc- 
curred. We  still  have  hopes  this  city  will  not  be  captured, 
but  all  heavy  stores  are  removed  and  the  light  ones  ready 
and  cars  in  waiting  to  remove  those  of  the  Treasury  on 
brief  notice. 

We  may  bo  able  to  cheek  or  repel  the  enemy  for  a  few 
months — but  all  the  Gulf  States  disregard  the  acts  of  con- 
scription, taxation,  etc, — and  the  other  States  are  mani- 
festly unable  to  maintain  the  contest  long.  The  Presi- 
dent holds  that  he  has  power  only  to  negotiate  to  preserve — 
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not  to  annihilate  the  Confederacy.  He  will  negotiate  only 
on  the  basis  of  independence — and  sees  that  this  is  im- 
practicable. He  concedes  the  only  reasonable  hope  of 
avoiding  confiscation,  pains  and  i:)enalties — in  short  total 
ruin — is  reunion,  which  on  his  theory,  can  be  effected 
only  by  the  separate  action  of  the  States  in  convention. 
With  the  connivance  of  the  President  and  his  coadjutors, 
an  effort  will  be  made  for  the  prompt  calling  of  State 
conventions.  This  is  being  done  by  a  sort  of  Congres- 
sional caucus.  Gov.  Vance  has  called  his  council.  I  do 
not  doubt  that  our  Genl.  A,  will  be  immediately  convoked 
and  that  they  "will  take  prompt  measures  for  a  convention. 
This  is  the  only  hope  of  saving  anything  from  the  wreck. 
We  may  avoid  further  abolition,  confiscation,  and  prose- 
cutions for  treason  by  this  measure. 

I  Tcnow  confidentially  that  Gov.  Graham  deems  the 
calling  of  a  convention  with  a  view  to  reunion  on  the  best 
terms  we  can  get.  I  hope  your  judgment  will  approve 
and  that  you  will  take  your  stand  for  it.  I  think  it  will 
be  called  by  acclamation  if  the  Assembly  can  get  together 
in  time. 

My  wagons  and  horses  will  reach  you  tomorrow  to  try 
and  secure  my  effects  at  Cane  Creek. 

David  i^tarted  to  Roxana's  today  by  way  of  Haywood. 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  since  I  wrote  you. 

Awfullv  hurried.     All  well. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  31/65. 
I  got  home  at  2  o'clock  this  morning  from  Greensboro,  ^^^.j 


anons  items 


leaving  my  clerks  in  charge  of  the  State  valuables  until  'oflSan-f ^'°'' 
Sherman's  plans  shall  be  developed.     In  what  direction  he  ''^™^' 
intends  to  move  from  Goldsboro  is  now  deemed  uncertain. 
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I  shall  remain  here  until  new  develoiDinents  shall  indicate 
where  I  ought  to  go  and  mil  write  you  every  day.  It  i? 
generally  believed  that  Sherman  will  not  move  on  this 
city.  As  soon  as  this  shall  become  certain  I  shall  want 
my  teams  sent  home  and  in  the  meantime,  hope  you  can 
so  employ  them  that  they  can  save  what  they  consume. 
If  you  have  already  sent  them,  it  will  be  all  right  as  I 
can  send  them  off  again  if  Sherman  approaches. 

As  to  Roxana,  Addison,  and  Barzillai,  I  enclose  letter 
to  me  from  Adelaide  giving  all  the  reliable  news  I  have. 
I  think  we  shall  lose  our  boat.  It  is  not  burned  but  the 
Yankees  have  it.  It  is  reported  they  will  return  it  or  pay 
for  it.  I  do  not  credit  this.  All  our  boat  hands  went  to 
the  Yankees. 

A  letter  has  got  through  from  Julia.  She  has  not  been 
molested. 

Judge  S — 's  cowardice  in  not  holding  the  court  at  Pitts- 
boro  and  Asheboro  is  criminal.  It  is  an  acknowledgment 
to  the  deserters  that  they  have  overawed  the  courts.  There 
was  no  danger  which  would  alarm  a  man  not  excessively 
timorous.  Mr.  Gilmer  and  I  went  to  Court.  Jurors,  wit- 
nesses, and  parties  were  not  afraid  to  attend  and  were 
there.  The  cowardly  conduct  of  the  judge  invites  mob 
law. 

We  are  beginning  to  see  the  natural  fruits  of  civil  war — 
thus  far  not  more  bitter  than  the  history  of  the  past  led 
me  to  expect.  If  we  can  get  through  with  life  I  shall 
feel  grateful. 

Johnston's  army  is  strong  and  still  receiving  heavy  rein- 
forcements from  the  fragments  of  Hood's  army,  but  Sher- 
man is  in  position  to  receive  any  amount  of  reinforce- 
ments and  ho  will  only  move  when  he  has  a  crushing  force. 
We  have  nothing  to  rely  upon  but  a  miracle,  and  our 
statesmen  exhibit  their  natural  sagacity  in  relying  on  one. 

You  inquire  my  views  whether  it  would  be  ''safe  to 
buy  a  few  thousand  dollars  worth  of  property  and  pay  for 
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it  in  Con.  currency."  The  question  is  too  general  to  enable 
me  to  advise.  If  a  man  has  the  currency  on  hand  beyond 
what  he  needs  for  necessary  expenses,  I  think  it  should 
be  invested  in  the  purchase  of  some  property,  or  converted 
to  specie. 

I  shall  feel  extremely  solicitous  about  Steve  and  Mack. 
If  Lindsay  does  not  protect  them  they  will  almost  infallibly 
be  robbed. 

I  learn  this  evening  from  Adj.  Gen.  Gatlin  that  Stone- 
man  with  his  cavalry  has  passed  through  Caldwell  county, 
directing  his  course  towards  Wilkesboro.  It  is  feared  his 
object  is  to  strike  Salisbury  or  Greensboro  or  some  other 
point  where  he  may  destroy  our  stores  and  cut  off  our  com- 
munications. If  his  object  be  frustrated,  Johnston's  force 
must  be  essentially  weakened. 

On  the  question  of  the  immediate  call  of  the  Genl.  A., 
with  the  view  of  calling  a  convention,  the  Council  (four 
members  only  being  present)  w^as  equally  divided.  So 
the  A.  will  not  be  called 

We  are  all  well. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  1/65.  P.  M. 

The  Gov.  received  a  dispatch  today  that  Stonenian  with 
an  estimated  force  of  3000  reached  Wilkesboro  via  Cald- 
well county  on  last  Wednesday,  supposed  to  be  aiming  to 
cut  the  Piedmont  road.  The  Gov.  thinks  proper  steps  have 
been  taken  to  frustrate  the  design.  I  think  the  measures 
are  inadequate,  if  Stoneman's  force  is  half  as  great  as 
supposed. 

We  have  a  telegram  today  that  Grant  attacked  Bushrod 
Johnson's  command  yesterday  and  drove  them  1^  miles, 
when  Johnson  was  reinforced  and  drove  them  back  with 
great  slaughter  beyond  their  first  line,  and  captured  700 
prisoners.     Our  loss  not  stated. 
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All  quiet  about  Goldsboro.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  from 
Steve  and  Mack. 

Greensboro  is  now  in  more  danger  from  Stoueman  than 
Ealeigh  is  from  Sherman,  as  I  think. 

All  well. 


Conference  at 
Fortress  Monroe. 
Stoneman's  raid. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeigh,  Apl  2/65.     P.  M. 

ICo  news  to-day  excepting  an  article  in  the  N.  Y.  Herald 
that  Lincoln  and  Seward  were  at  Fortress  Monroe  meeting 
a  new  peace  commission — which  I  do  not  believe.  We  are 
too  near  whipped  for  Lincoln  to  treat  on  the  basis  of  our 
Independence  and  Davis  will  not  treat  on  other  terms. 

We  have  nothing  new  from  Stoneman  and  only  press 
telegrams  as  to  the  late  fighting  near  Petersburg  on  which 
little  reliance  can  be  placed.  Thej  represent  Bushrod 
Johnson  as  being  first  driven  back  1-^  miles  as  being  then 
reinforced  and  driving  the  enemy  back  with  great  slaugh- 
ter to  and  beyond  the  station  from  which  he  started.  I 
am  extremely  anxious  about  my  team — have  heard  nothing 
save  your  letter  written  about  the  time  they  started  from 
your  house  to  Cane  Creek. 

All  quiet  about  Goldsboro. 


Evacuation  of 
Richmond. 
Pri\-ate  affairs. 


To  J.  J.  Jacl'son. 

Greensboro  Apl.  3rd  P.  ]\L 
The  re])ort  that  Stoneman  was  at  Huntsville  and  prob- 
ably marching  on  the  place  induced  me  to  come  here.  Stone- 
man has  moved  ISTorth  towards  Wytheville  and  the  place 
is  now  deemed  safe. 

Eichmond  was  evacuated  on  Sunday  after  a  bloody  bat- 
tle in  which  wo  lost  nianv  men.     Tt  is  not  known  whether 
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Lee  is  still  at  Petersburg  but  it  is  believed  he  is  flyiug,  but 
of  course  this  is  conjecture. 

Stoueman  will  certainly  move  ou  Raleigh  aud  almost 
<!ertainly  capture  it.  If  Lee  escaped  with  a  respectable 
part  of  his  army  I  suppose  all  the  State  east  of  here  will 
be  abandoned.  If  any  other  resistance  can  be  made  it 
must  be  by  the  junction  of  Johnson  and  Lee  in  the  mid- 
dle portions  of  the  State.  Looking  to  the  want  of  sup- 
plies the  vast  superiority  of  the  enemies'  forces  and  the 
repugnance  of  the  people  to  a  further  resistance,  there 
is  no  ground  of  hope,  save  to  those  whose  superstition  sus- 
tains them. 

If  it  were  possible  now  I  would  have  my  team  go  home 
and  take  each  a  load  of  my  most  valuable  property  which 
could  be  best  spared  by  the  family,  including  some  meat 
and  corn — and  go  with  my  hands  to  Roxana's  and  make 
a  crop  there.  I  feel  certain  that  Raleigh  will  soon  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  however  is  imprac- 
ticable, unless  David  should  come  up  and  accompany  the 
team.  In  this  case  if  the  danger  should  not  be  too  press- 
ing the  teams  should  haul  some  wood  before  leaving  and 
Stone  should  return  wnth  one  horse  to  tend  my  lots  and 
go  backwards  and  forwards  to  take  care  of  my  stock. 
Should  David  come  up  and  approve  the  scheme,  he  should 
take  my  new  bellows  and  Smith  tools  and  bury  the  anvil — 
and  let  Jo  work  in  the  shop  at  Roxana's — If  I  plant  a 
crop  at  Raleigh  I  have  little  hope  that  I  would  be  allowed 
to  cidtivate  it. 

This  is  the  best  scheme  I  can  think  of.  If  Roxnna  has 
force  enough  to  cultivate  all  her  good  land,  it  is  probable 
that  good  land  could  be  rented  of  somebody  in  that  region 
who  has  lost  his  horses. 

If  David  comes  up  submit  this  scheme  to  him  and  if  he 
ap]iroves  the  general  idea  and  can  carry  it  out  he  may 
make  such  modifications  as  he  thinks  proper. 

Zylpha  and  Evander  might  tend  a  few  acres  of  the  best 
of  my  place,  Steve  and  Julius  doing  the  ploughing. 
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I  now  feel  exiled  from  home  in  real  earnest. 
I  am  quite  well — Dined  to-day  at  Gov.  Morehead's  with 
Genl.  Beauregard. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson.. 

Gkeea^sboro,  Apl  8/6-5. 

rrrivaroSer"'  ^  ^^^^  lio"!^  1^^^  Sunday,  to  meet  the  threatened  raid 

man's  army.  from  Stonemau.     On  my  arrival  my  Wiley  werit  home. 

He  has  just  returned  bringing  up  your  letters.  I  had  not 
heard  a  word  from  Stone  and  Mack  until  this  morning. 
I  hear  from  Mr.  Wiley  that  it  is  not  probable  that  Johnson 
will  make  a  stand  East  of  Ealeigh.  The  place  may  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  very  soon.  It  is  expected  at 
any  time.  I  have  grown  extremely  anxious  to  have  Stone 
and  Mack  go  home  with  the  view  of  sending  my  stock  of 
horses  and  hands  and  as  many  of  my  valuables  as  we  can 
spare  to  Roxana's  and  making  a  crop  there,  but  I  can  do 
nothing  till  David  comes  with  them  and  fear  it  will  be 
too  late. 

I  go  home  to-night  and  will  remain  there  till  the  enemy 
gets  near. 

I  have  some  200  bu.  of  corn  at  Raleigh.  I  shall  be 
unable  to  move  it.  I  will  lend  you  a  load  if  you  need  it 
and  will  send  for  it.  It  is  shelled.  You  would  have  to 
come  or  send  white  man  with  your  team.  I  am  much  hur- 
ried and  have  time  only  to  say  that  little  is  known — noth- 
ing certainly — as  to  Lee's  army.  There  are  reports  here 
that  he  has  had  another  great  fight  and  won  a  victory.  The 
report  is  generally  believed — but  I  can  trace  it  to  no  re- 
liable source.  If  it  be  true  it  only  postpones  the  catastro- 
phe, with  the  loss  of  thousands  more  of  lives. 

It  is  indispensable  to  my  plans  that  David  come  soon 
to  Raleigh  with  my  teams.  It  will  do  no  good  for  them 
to  come  without  him.  I  ardently  hope  I  may  find  them 
at  Raleiiih  when  I  G:et  home. 
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I  have  not  heard  of  the  11  hii.  of  wheat  used  by  Hanni- 
bal and  I  never  thought  of  leaving  the  fan,  or  cornsheller. 
I  am  well  and  as  cheerful  as  possible. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeigh,  Apl.  9/65. 
The  reports  as  to  the  immediate  danger  of  this  city  are  Raidgh  m  no 

^  .  immediate  danger. 

not  well  founded.  I  am  just  from  an  interview  with  the 
Governor,  who  returned  yesterday  from  Gen.  Johnston's 
headquarters.  The  signs  are  that  Sherman  will  move  very 
soon,  but  w^hether  it  will  be  for  Raleigh  or  to  unite  with 
Grant  is  very  uncertain.  Johnston  has  ordered  the  burn- 
ing of  the  bridges  over  the  Roanoke  at  Gaston  and  Wel- 
don,  and  the  removal  of  all  the  food  for  man  or  beast  lying 
between  Goldsboro  and  those  bridges.  This  indicates  his 
belief  that  Sherman  may  move  in  that  direction.  If  he 
move  toward  Raleigh,  our  army  wall  probably  fight  behind 
temporary  breastworks  at  every  eligible  place  and  retard, 
if  unable  to  arrest,  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  I  deem  it  best  that  Steve  and  Private  business 

'  plans. 

Mack  come  home  at  once.  I  have  got  my  affairs  so  ar- 
ranged that  I  shall  not  leave  home  again  until  the  danger 
is  near.  In  this  event  I  could  go  wnth  them  to  Roxana's. 
In  the  meantime  I  could  employ  them  to  much  advantage 
here.  Let  them  come  at  once.  As  to  their  load  I  can  give 
no  very  precise  directions.  You  have  not  said,  but  I  sup- 
pose they  have  hauled  to  Pittsboro  my  stack  of  oats  and 
a  part  or  all  my  stack  of  hay.  I  prefer  that  they  bring 
the  oats  and  as  much  whecit  as  they  can  haul  in  addition 
to  the  oats.  I  hope  they  can  bring  10  bushels  of  wheat 
in  each  \vagon  and  all  the  oats.  Tf  they  cannot,  they  must 
bring  less  wheat.  If  the  enemy  should  move  towards  Wel- 
don  or  be  repelled  so  that  T  can  make  a  crop  here,  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  rough  food.  If  they  did  not  get  the  oats, 
let  then;  bring  hay. 
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They  can  come  safely  under  the  pass  from  the  Gov.  and 
me.  Let  them  come  by  such  route  as  Steve,  with  your  ad- 
vice, may  deem  best  and  bring  as  much  load  as  they  can 
haul.  The  roads  are  now  firm  and  they  can  haul  fair  loads. 
If  the  ford  over  Haw  river  is  a  good  one,  I  suppose  the 
usual  road  will  be  best,  but  Steve  has  been  over  both  routes 
and  can  best  judge.  I  want  them  also  to  bring  the  flax. 
I  now  have  some  faint  hopes  that  I  may  be  able  to  retain 
them  here  and  make  a  crop,  and  if  not,  I  want  them  here 
as  soon  as  possible. 

'Not  a  particle  of  reliable  information  has  been  received 
since  the  battle  resulting  in  the  evacuation  of  Richmond. 

If  I  find  the  enemy  advancing  in  this  direction,  I  shall 
go  with  my  teams,  taking  all  my  light  furniture  of  value, 
and  make  a  crop  at  Roxana's  or  thereabouts. 

I  do  not  believe  Pittsboro  in  much  danger,  but  if  I 
can  still  control  my  teams  I  will  move  my  wheat  should 
it  seem  to  be  endangered. 

Brothers  B.^  and  A."  have  sustained  enormous  loss.  A. 
writes  me  he  wishes  he  had  been  Sampson  with  a  cart  load 
of  the  jaw  bones  of  asses  and  he  would  have  made  piles 
of  Yankees. 

All  well. 


To  J.  J.  JacJcson. 

Co's.  Shops  Apl.  21/05. 

Rlieflh.^™'''  ^''^^^  Wednesday  week  at  9  P.  M.  I  left  Raleigh.     The 

enemy  entered  the  city  next  morning.  I  had  left  the  train 
containing  the  State  valuables  at  Greensboro.  Stoneman 
had  cut  the  R.  R.  10  miles  west  of  Greensboro  and  the 
Danville  road  1  miles  north  of  Greensboro,  by  a  sudden 
dash  on  last  Monday  week.  Our  train  fled  to  Hillsboro. 
On  Stonoman's  disappearance  we  returned  to  Greensboro 
and  when  negotiations  for  peace  commenced  last   Tliurs- 


'  Barzillai  G.  Whort.     -  Joseph  Addison  Worth. 
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day  Aveek  and  a  suspension  of  hostilities  took  plaee  we 
came  here.  I  tliink  the  terms  of  peace  are  agreed  npon 
subject  to  ratification,  I  do  not  know  what  they  are,  hut 
understand  they  are  favorable — the  old  constitution  of  the 
IT.  S.  the  basis.  Lee's  army  being-  destroyed — and  as  a 
consequence,  Johnston's  demoralized,  the  whole  army 
would  have  dissolved  by  desertion,  but  for  the  commence- 
ment [suspension?^  of  hostilities.  If  the  terms  of  peace 
are  favorable  w^e  are  indebted  to  tlie  clemency  of  the  enemy 
for  them. 

Govs.   Graham  and  Swain,  as    commissioners  of    Gov.  Meeting  oi  com- 
missioners with 
Vance  met  Sherman  before  his  troops  reached  Raleig'h  and  i^^erman. 

secured  good  treatment  to  Raleigh.  He  allowed  all  the 
State  officers  with  their  effects  to  return  to  Raleigh,  with 
assurance  of  protection  wath  a  sort  of  prison  bounds  24 
miles  in  diameter,  Raleigh  being  the  center.  Davis  then 
at  Greensboro,  ordered  the  arrest  of  Graham — but  by  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  enemy  he  and  Swain  were  in  the 
enemy's  lines  and  taken  prisoners  before  the  order  reached 
Hampton.  Sherman  treated  them  politely — decided  as 
they  had  got  into  his  lines  on  good  faith  they  should  re- 
turn in  good  faith.  Johnston  evaded  the  order  to  arrest, 
after  Graham  got  back.  Our  commissioners  were  exposed 
to  great  personal  peril  in  getting  back  through  our  lines. 
Davis  with  300  cavalry,  left  Greensboro  last  Wednesday. 
I  have  heard  nothing  of  him  since.  It  is  supposed  he  is 
gone  Avest  of  the  Mississippi.  Lee  was  handsomely  treated 
by  the  enemy.  Grant  would  not  accept  his  sword,  nor 
even  exact  any  parole  from  him.  Both  shed  tears.  Lee 
is  with  his  family  in  Richmond.  Lincoln  shot  by  an  as- 
sassin in  the  theatre  at  Washingt.on  died  a  few  hours  after- 
wards— and  Seward  and  his  son  dangerously  wounded  by 
another  assassin. 

The  Confederate  Government  will  not  let  the  State  offi- 
cers return  to  Raleigh.  All  would  return  if  our  authori- 
ties would  let  us,  excepting  the  Gov.  who  thinks  it  would 
be  unbecoming  in  him  to  become  a  quasi  prisoner. 
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I  have  had  a  dreadful  diarrhea  for  two  days  past — am 
very  feeble  and  not  yet  well,  but  think  I  am  a  little  better. 

I  am  distressed  as  to  the  prospect  of  making  any  crop. 
From  what  I  hear,  I  fear  you  did  not  get  off  my  teams  in 
time  and  I  fear,  and  almost  believe,  that  I  have  lost  my 
teams  and  wheat.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  desirable  that  I 
should  know  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  could  perhaps  buy 
some  army  mules  or  horses  to  make  a  crop.  Try  to  let 
me  know  how  yon  have  fared  and  whether  my  teams  and 
wheat  are  gone  ?  How  you  can  do  it  I  cannot  suggest.  Per-' 
haps  you  can  get  word  to  my  family.  I  have  not  had  a 
word  from  them  since  I  left  but  have  no  doubt  but  they 
and  my  property  in  Raleigh  are  safe. 

If  you  can,  forward  this  letter  to  brother  Addison  who 
will  get  it  to  David  and  Roxana. 

I  met  opportunities  to  send  verbal  messages  to  Sam  and 
Jas.  Cotton  and  others. 

The  vast  stores  on  this  road  have  been  destroyed,  stolen, 
and  wasted  and  the  army  is  subsisting  by  ruthless  im- 
pressment. 


To  Dr.  Pugli. 

Raleigh  July  23rd  I860. 

ininSdcondition       ^  ^^^^^  j^^^^  returned  from  Washington  where  I  have 
of  state.  |^g^,j^  laboring  for  three  weeks  to  save  a  little  of  the  wreck 

of  the  old  North  State.  I  have  succeeded  to  an  important 
extent.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  raise  $200,000  to  $400,000 
which  would  have  been  lost  but  for  my  efforts.  The  U. 
S.  Govt,  has  seized  1100  bales  of  our  cotton  since  the  peace 
proclamations  of  Sherman  and  Schofield.  This  has  not 
been  surrendered  as  erroneously  announced  in  the  Stand- 
ard.    I  do  not  des])air  as  to  this. 

The  vast  accumulation  of  letters  and  business  makes  it 
impossible  for  me  to  answer  your  inquiries  at  present  with 
precise   accuracy.      An   approximation  to   exactness   may 
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answer  your  purpose.  The  entire  indebtedness  of  the 
State  is  about  $31,000,000  of  which  about  $12,000,000. 
was  contracted  before  20th  May  1861. 

About  19,000,000.  is  war  debt— all  of  which  is  funded 
or  bears  interest  except  about  $5,000,000.  non-interest 
bearing  Treasury  notes.  The  State  has  about  $4,500,000. 
in  stocks  in  E.  R.s.  and  a  debt  of  about  $2,500,000.  from 
R.  Es.  with  which  the  State  has  exchanged  bonds,  and 
about  $2,000,000  of  the  debt  belongs  to  the  Comrs.  of  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  making  a  set-oif  of  $9,000,000.  and  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  $22,000,000.  of  State  debt. 

If  this  statement  be  not  satisfactory  I  can  make  it  more 
accurate  and  wall  do  so  upon  your  request,  but  it  would 
require  much  time  to  make  it  exactly  correct. 

The  statement  that  I  have  written  to  Alf.  Brown  or  to  Regarding  his 

candidacy  for 

any  body  else,  that  I  would  probably  be  candidate  for  governor. 
Govr  and  that  I  expected  to  be  supported  mainly  by  the 
Secession  w^ar-party  is  false.  There  is  no  public  man  in 
]^.  C.  whose  whole  public  record  is  so  completely  at  va- 
riance with  the  principles  of  that  party.  No  one  who  so 
utterly  opposed  them  in  the  zenith  of  their  power.  That 
I  should  feel  any  affiliation  for  them  when  time  has  dem- 
onstrated the  correctness  of  my  views  and  the  folly  of 
theirs,  would  prove  me  deficient  in  common  honesty  or 
common  sense. 

As  a  constant  advocate  of  civil  liberty  and  republican 
government,  I  would  have  the  State  government  reorgan- 
ized by  the  call  of  a  Convention  by  our  Genl  Assembly 
and  every  body  allowed  to  vote  for  delegates  who  is  en- 
titled to  vote  by  under  our  constitution  immediately  prior 
to  May  20/61.  I  have  no  fear  that  the  Secessionists 
could  have  carried  the  elections.  If  they  could  it  would 
prove  that  the  people  are  too  foolish  to  be  trusted  with 
the  elective  franchise.  I  would  at  present  vote  for  no  man 
to  any  legislative  office  who  was  a  Secessionist. 

I  suppose    my    quamdam  friend    Trogden    finds    that 
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many — perhaps  most  of  the  Secessionists — respect  my  con- 
sistent ojjposition  to  their  doctrine  and  give  me  credit  for 
honesty — and  hence  would  vote  for  me  in  preference  to 
any  one  whose  political  course  was  less  consistent. 

I  thank  you  and  my  old  friends  for  your  complimentary 
endorsement  of  my  political  consistency  and  assure  you 
I  am  now  what  I  always  have  been — one  who  seeks  pop- 
ularity only  by  trying  to  do  right. 


To  C.  B.  Dibble. 

Ealeigh,  N".  C.  Jidi/  26/65. 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  was  duly  reed  by  me  in 
Washington  City  and  I  was  advised  of  the  arrival  of  the 
bagging  and  rope  in  Wilmington — but  it  has  not  yet  gone 
up  the  W.  C.  &  R.  R.  R.,  the  repairs  to  the  road  not  being 
completed.  It  is  hoped  the  road  will  be  ready  for  freight 
about  this  time.  When  the  bagging  goes  up  I  shall  lose 
no  time  in  getting  my  cotton  in  shipping  condition  and 
forwarding  a  part  or  all  of  it  to  you  for  sale. 

I  think  there  is  no  bank  in  this  State  which  can  pay  its 
issues. — If  the  State  shall  repudiate  all  her  debts  made 
since  the  w^ar,  the  best  of  our  Banks  cannot  pay  more  than 
J  of  their  liabilities.  Many  of  them  cannot  pay  ^V  if 
the  whole  war  debt  of  the  State  shall  be  repudiated,  which 
is  a  rather  probable  event. 

New  York  City. 


To  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

Raleigh,  Juhj  26/65. 
I  left  here  for  Washington  City  on  the  27th  ult.  where 
I  was  detained  for  more  than  three  weeks  on  important 
business  for  the  State.  On  my  return  I  found  such  an  ac- 
cumulation of  business  and  so  many  letters  to  answer  that 
I  have  been  quite  unable  to  bring  up  everything.     This  is 
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my  excuse  for  the  delay  in  answering'  yours  of  the  30th 
ult. 

Since  the  occupation  of  the  capitol  by  the  U.  S.  troops, 
all  my  reports  have  disappeared.  I  have  not  a  copy  of 
my  last  report  nor  of  the  Comptroller's. 

The  State  owes  about  $12,000,000  contracted  before  the 
war. 

Since  the  war  about  $19,000,000.  Of  this  about  $5,- 
300,000.  due  by  Treasury  notes— and  about  $3,000,000  to 
Banks. 

The  last  tax  was  about  $2,000,000— and  the  State  tax 
of  Guilford  was  about  [Line  missing].  I  have  not  at 
hand  the  means  of  making  my  guess  more  accurate.  If 
this  does  not  answer  your  purpose,  let  me  know,  as  I  hope 
in  a  few  days  I  can  find  time  to  hunt  up  the  documents 
and  make  my  answer  moTe  satisfactory. 

Greensboro. 


To  Sivepson,  Mendenhall  &  Co^ 

Raleigh,  'N.  C. 

July  28th  1865. 
I  have  ordered  the  shipping  to  you,  for  the  State,  of  a 
considerable  lot  of  cotton,  and  wall  order  to  you  other  large 
lots  of  Rosin,  etc. — provided  you  send  me  immediately  by 
Express  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  retained  with  interest 
out  of  your  first  sales.  The  State  has  no  money  and  must 
have  this  sum  to  pay  expenses  of  getting  her  stuff  ready 
for  transportation.  If  you  can't  make  the  advance  I  must 
ship  to  a  house  that  will  make  it.  Answer  immediately. 
ISTew  York  City. 


1  A  firm  composed  of  George  W.  Swepson,  later  to  become  noto- 
rious on  account  of  his  connection  with  reconstruction  frauds,  and 
Cyrus  P.  Mendenhall. 
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To  Joseph  A.  M'orih. 

Ealeigii,  July  SOlJi  I860. 

owned"b/stTtl!'  ^^^^  ^^^^^'^f  ^'^^^  sundry  lots  of  rosin  in  beds  wliicli  must 

go  to  market  by  the  Cape  Fear — to-wit 

7000  bbls  at  Smith's  in  Harnett  County.  This  was  pur- 
chased for  the  State  by  J.  C.  Hood,  who  can  tell  what 
Smith. 

J2000.  in  Harnett  in  charge  of  R.  Godwin. 

It  is  necessary  that  this  be  barreled  and  got  to  market 
without  delay.  I  think  it  best  to  let  out  the  barreling  and 
eettino-  it  to  the  river  to  the  lowest  bidder,  but  if  vou  will 
undertake  to  manage  this  matter  with  a  view  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  State,  I  will  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to 
adopt  the  plan  you  deem  best.  We  have  no  other  means 
out  of  which  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Convention  and 
expedition,  is  necessary.  If  you  will  undertake  to  let  out 
this  job  to  a  contractor  you  will  be  paid  a  fair  compensa- 
tion. Can  the  C.  F.  Steam  boat  Co.  send  up  flats  for  it  ? 
I  want  to  ship  it  all  to  X.  Y. — care  of  Worth  k  Daniel, 
Wilmington,  Swepson,  Mendenhall  \:  Co.  X.  Y.  Give  me 
a  prompt  answer — If  you  decline  the  job  recommend  some 
man  of  capacity  and  honesty  who  would  be  likely  to  be 
willing  to  undertake  for  me  to  contract  for  the  doing  of 
this  job. 


To  D.  G.  ^yonh. 

Raleigh.  Aiuj.  3/65. 

You  have  nothing  to  do  in  relation  to  your  salt  commis- 
sion, unless  there  be  State  property  in  your  hands,  or  in 
the  hands  of  others,  in  which  case  you  will  report  to  me 
of  wliat  such  property  consists  and  where  it  is. 

AVe  are  all  well. 

I   wi'ite  to  ^Ir.  Wilkes  ^[orris. 
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To  Bev.  C.  H.   ^ViIel/. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  lltli  1S06. 
Your  letter  reached  me  diirinc,-  inv.lono-  absence  at  Wash-  woideivs  attitude 

p       •  '^  .to  Mr.  Wiley. 

ington  City.  On  my  return  I  found  such  an  accumulation 
of  letters  and  pressing'  and  important  business,  and  the 
Govr.,  when  well,  has  been  so  busy  that  I  could  not  get 
his  attention  to  it  so  promptly  as  I  could  have  wished. 

He  instructs  me  to  say  to  you  that  you  are  laboring 
under  an  entire  misapprehension — that  he  has  no  unkind 
feeling  toward  you,  and  has  no  wish  whatever  to  break  you 
down :  that  he  felt  a  little  on  account  of  your  apparent  re- 
sistance towards  him  after  you  took  sides  in  his  run  for 
Govr — but  says  he  has  no  unkind  feeling  towards  you. 

I  never  saw  the  newspaper  article  to  which  you  refer.  I 
infer  it  reflected  on  you  in  some  way,  bnt  I  never  heard 
how.  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  it  at  all,  except  your  allusion 
to  it. 

Greensboro. 


To  B.  G.  ]yort]i. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  11th  ISGo. 
The  decision  that  the  U.  S.  govt,  would  not  pursue  or  Regarding  seizure 

1  ni  1  1  ""       1     1    T  11        ^1        r^  of  property  by 

capture  property  bona  nde  sold  and  delivered  by  the  L  on-  u.  s. 
federate  authorities,  I  heard  Genl  Schofield  declare  to  one 
of  his  subordinates.     It  was,  as  I  understood  him,  so  or- 
dered by  the  authorities  at  Washington  City.     I  since  learn 
the  same  thing  on  all  hands. 

I  suppose  your  course  should  be  to  apply  to  the  officer 
having  charge  of  this  property  and  exhibit  to  him  Col. 
Child's  transfer  of  this  property  to  you.  It  would  be  best 
to  make  this  application  in  writing,  accompanied  with  a 
copy  of  Col.  Child's  transfer.  If  the  officer  should  doubt 
his  right  to  return  it  to  you,  which  I  deem  improbable, 
he  would  refer  the  application  to  a  superior  authority ;  or 
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if  not  you  could  then  lay  before  the  military  Commandant 
of  the  State,  (at  present  Genl.  Euger)  your  claim,  show- 
ing a  coi^y  of  the  petition  you  had  preferred  to  the  in- 
ferior officer  and  asking  for  an  order  on  him  to  restore 
the  proj)erty  to  you. 

I  have  ordered  the  Daily  Sentinel  to  you  till  1  Jan.  next. 
I  am  sure  it  will  suit  you  better  than  the  paper  ordered. 
The  subscription  is  $4.  Dr.  Pell  is  editor.  I  have  not 
paid  for  it  because  I  have  no  money.  I  have  had  to  bor- 
row about  all  the  money  I  have  used  for  the  past  4  months. 
Send  it  to  him  when  you  can.  The  Richardson  circular 
is  inaccurate.     I  will  send  a  more  correct  one  soon. 

I  don't  think  you  will  be  any  safer  by  getting  your  tan- 
ner to  give  his  receipt  to  you.  You  should  notify  him  that 
you  hold  this  order  and  its  date  and  get  Bunkringer  to 
state  the  fact  to  any  officer  who  may  apply  for  them.  I 
think  the  U.  S.  will  not  take  them  from  you. 

I  will  write  further  as  soon  as  I  get  accurate  informa- 
tion as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  rosin. 


To  J.  L.  Bason. 

Raleigh  N".  C.  Aug.  12/65. 
f|gj*^''<^'"g  state  Yours  of  the  10th  inst.  received.     I  will  address  Mr. 

Springs  as  soon  as  I  shall  think  he  may  be  at  home. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  your  State  bonds,  you 
know  all  will  depend  on  the  Legislative  power — and  I  think 
the  class  of  bonds  you  hold  are  likely  to  be  provided  for, 
if  the  Convention  shall  confine  itself  strictly  to  amending 
the  Constitution  and  such  other  acts  as  are  necessarily 
preliminary  to  our  full  restoration  to  the  Union.  Till  this 
is  done  there  can  be  no  free  legislation.  If  the  Conven- 
tion act  on  the  State  debt  it  will  repudiate  all  the  debt 
.  made  since  20  May  1861,  and  if  the  whole  of  this  debt, 
due  to  our  own  people  be  repudiated,  it  will  not  be  strange 
if  it  become  popular  to  refuse  to  pay  the  debt  contracted 
before  the  war,  much  of  which  is  not  due  to  our  citizens. 
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To  N.  H.  D.  AYilson. 

Raleigh^  Aug.  12th  1865. 
Yours  of  the  8th  inst.  came  to  hand  to-day. 
The  comrs.  of  the  Siiikino-  Fund  hold  bonds  of  the  State,  Answer  to  inquiry 

as  to  Literary 

issued  since  May  20/61  to  the  amount  of  $2,234,500.  Fund. 

The  management  of  the  Literary  Tund  was  transferred 
from  my  department  to  a  special  Treasurer  some  18  months 
ago,  and  I  cannot  answer  your  inquiry  as  to  the  amt  of 
State  bonds  held  by  the  comrs  of  this  Fund,  at  present.  If 
I  can  possibly  find  an  hour's  leisure  shortly,  I  will  hunt 
up  for  you  this  information.  The  amount,  I  think,  is 
about  $300,000. — Most  of  the  Literary  fund — about  $1,- 
100,000.  and  all  the  funds  of  the  University,  are  invested 
in  the  Banks  of  jST.  C.  and  C.  F.  and  these  two  banks  hold 
a  very  large  amount  of  the  bonds  and  Treasury  notes  of 
the  State,  issued  since  the  war.  If  the  State  pay  no  part 
of  its  debts  contracted  since  the  war,  the  stock  in  both 
these  Banks  will  be  worthless  and  a  small  part  of  their 
circulation  only  can  be  paid  from  the  their  assets.  I  do 
not  know  what  amount  of  State  bonds  may  be  held  by  the 
Rail  Roads. 

I  have  no  official  information  as  to  your  second  in- 
quiry— as  to  the  arms  and  ordinance  stores  of  the  State. 
If  turned  over  to  the  Con.  Govt.  I  presume  it  is  not  ma- 
terial whether  paid  for  or  not — The  Confederate  Govt, 
owed  the  State  some  $8,000,000.  in  one  way  and  another, 
for  war  expenditures  made  by  this  State.  I  think  all  the 
arms  and  ordinance  stores  have  passed  away  from  the  State 
either  to  the  L^.  S.  by  capture  or  surrender  or  to  the  hands 
of  individual  citizens. 

Greensboro. 


mansion. 
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To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Ealeigh,  Aucj.  12th  1SG5. 
Yours  of  the  8th  iiist.  is  reed. 
&ofgolernor's  ^01116  of  its  expressions  led  me  to  fear  that  jou  feel  an- 
noyed at  my  inqniries  as  to  the  furniture  of  your  mansion. 
If  in  the  fact  of  making  the  inqniries  or  the  manner  of 
making  them  I  have  given  occasion  for  surprise  I  regret 
it,  since  I  am  sure  nothing  could  be  more  foreign  from  my 
purpose  than  to  be  guilty  of  unbecoming  inquisiveness 
or  in  any  way  to  annoy  you.  You  speak  of  two  letters  to 
Mr.  Simonton  and  one  to  yourself  in  relation  to  thi.-  fur- 
niture. I  do  not  remember  writing  but  one  letter  to  ]\Ir. 
Simonton  in  relation  to  the  furniture.  In  one  authorising 
him  to  sell  the  mules,  I  mention  that  he  is  not  to  sell  the 
furniture  of  the  Governor's  mansion,  showing  that  if  I  had 
heard  that  it  had  been  captured,  I  had  forgotten  it.  You 
referred,  when  I  saw  you  in  Washington,  to  some  news- 
paper article  or  report  you  had  heard  in  reference  to  some- 
thing sharp  Mrs.  V.  had  said  to  some  Yankee  official,  as  to 
which  I  had  heard  nothing.  It  may  be  that  you  then  spoke 
of  the  seizure  of  this  property.  If  so  I  do  not  now  remem- 
ber it.  You  seemed  to  fear  that  it  might  be  possible  ^Irs. 
v.,  in  a  moment  of  irritation  might  have  said  something 
imprudent.  If  the  capture  of  the  ]n-operty  was  spoken  of 
I  presume  it  was  incidental.  At  all  events  I  don't  remem- 
ber to  have  heard  the  property  had  been  captured  until 
Gov.  Ilolden  asked  me  to  write  to  ]\[r.  Simonton  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  ]\ry  letter  to  you  sim]dy  asked  for  a  list  of  it. 
I  did  not  want  it  sent  here,  or  taken  from  your  possession, 
there  being  at  present  no  use  for  it  here. 

In  using  tlie  word  "ca])ture"  in  relation  to  your  letter 
book  I  did  not  mean  that  it  wns  taken  against  your  will. 
I  knew  you  had  not  retained  it  fi-oni  any  desire  to  conceal 
it  from  any  body  and  have  often  said  the  publieatioi\  of 
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it  would  be  your  most  effectual  viiidieatioii  ai>aiiist  the 
attacks  of  your  enemies. 

Mr.  MePheeters,  as  I  nnderstand,  says  the  great  *s?:\\ 
was  in  the  box  containing  yonr  letter  book — and  I  sn])- 
posed  you  might  know  wliether  it  was  taken  otf  with  the 
letter  book. 

I  have  no  intention  to  pursue  money  which  has  been  paid 
to  officials  by  your  orders,  as  compensation  for  salary  or 
service.  I  desire  to  avoid  disturbing  anv  irregidarity 
where  the  intent  was  all  right,  and  I  know  of  no  act  of 
yours  of  a  contrary  character.  I  did  not  understand  from 
]\Ir.  Shober's  certificate  wdiether  you  had  received  it  or 
not.  If  you  had  caused  it  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  and 
drawn  it  out  by  your  warrant,  I  think  it  would  have  been 
better.  I  know  your  compensation  as  well  as  mine,  was 
vastly  inadequate  and  hope  you  may  be  paid  something 
sometime. 

You  ask  "I  should  like  to  know  how  far  back  it  is  pro- 
posed to  go  in  compelling  State  officials  to  refund."  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  intention  to  require  any  official  to 
refund  any  thing  paid  him  for  salary  or  services.  If 
money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  official  to  be  ex- 
pended for  the  State  and  not  so  expended,  he  ought  to  be 
required  to  refund.  Xo  case  of  this  kind  has  been  brought 
to  my  notice  excepting  Mr.  Hayes.  According  to  my  pres- 
ent information  he  has  a  large  bal.  of  gold  placed  in  his 
hands  to  buy  rosin  which  he  did  not  ex2:)end.  If  on  fuller 
inquiry  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  is  the  fact,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  make  him  refund.  He  admits  to  me  there  was 
some  $2000.  of  this  gold  unexpended  but  claims  to  be  en- 
titled to  set  it  off  by  a  like  sum  which  he  alleges  he  loaned 
to  Mr.  White  in  England.  I  reject  this  set  off,  because 
I  know  nothing  about  it. 

In  all  cases  similar  to  this  the  official  ought  to  be  com- 
pelled to  refund. 

If  you  are  under  the  impression  that   I  have  unneces- 
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sarily  annoyed  you  in  any  of  the  matters  as  to  which  I 
have  written  you,  I  regret  it.  I  never  entertained  an  un- 
kind feeling  towards  you,  but  the  very  contrary.  I  have 
differed  in  opinion  with  you,  as  yoii  have  with  me,  in  some 
public  affairs,  but  I  have  always  had  and  expressed  the 
highest  regard  and  respect  for  you. 

Collie  &  Co.  got  all  the  property  in  the  West  Indies  and 
the  vessels  in  which  the  State  had  an  interest  towards  a 
debt  they  claimed  against  the  State. 

Statesville. 


To  D.  G.  Worth. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  16th  1865. 
My  measures  for  getting  off  the  State  rosin  work  very 
slowly.  I  can't  tell  with  any  certainty  when  I  can  get 
any  of  it  ofF.  I  fear  it  will  be  some  weeks — Will  notify 
you  as  soon  as  I  can.  I  am  making  considerable  progress 
in  getting  cotton — have  secured  some  300  bales.  ISTone  of 
it  will  pass  through  your  place.  I  have  hopes  of  getting 
a  good  deal  in  Robeson,  Columbus,  Richmond,  Anson  and 
Stanley.     I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  Mr.  Jackson  on 

his  way,  via  Wilmington,  to  look  after  it. 

******* 

My  duties  are  very  onerous,  but  I  am  gratified  with 

the  conviction  that  I  am  rendering  most  important  service 

to  the  State  which  I  think  will  be  appreciated. 

All  quite  well. 

******* 

WlLMINGTOX^. 


To  Andrew  JoJinson. 

Raleigh,  X.  C.  Aug.  ISih  1S65. 
RtMjuest  for  the  T  loai'u  tliiit  the  Hon.  Thomas  Ruffin  Sr  is  about  to  file 

pardon  of  Judge 

i^^^nm.  ]iis  ])(4ition  for  pardon  under  the  provisions  of  your  proc- 

lamation of  the  29th  ]\fav. 
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From  the  interest  you  are  believed  to  have  always  felt  in 
the  alt'airs  of  your  native  State,  you  doubtless  know  that 
he  was  long  the  ornament  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tills 
State,  as  its  Chief  Justice,  which  position  he  resigned  many 
years  ago  on  account  of  old  age,  retiring  to  his  farm  and 
declining  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  political  conflicts 
of  the  times. 

In  the  winter  of  1861  he  was  appointed  one  of  five  com- 
missioners to  meet  like  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union,  commonly  called  the  Peace 
Congress,  where  he  labored  to  preserve  the  Union. 

After  war  actively  commenced,  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  of  1861  and  voted  as  did  many  other 
members  of  thai  body,  for  the  ordinance  of  Secession,  and 
afterwards,  without  violence,  acted  in  conformity  with  this 
vote. 

He  is  now  a  very  old  man.  By  industry  and  judicious 
economy  he  had  acquired  prior  to  the  late  war,  an  ample 
fortune,  consisting  mainly  in  investments  in  stocks  and  in 
slaves,  both  of  which  are  now  of  no  value. 

I  entertain  no  doubt,  if  he  shall  be  pardoned,  that  he 
will  be  a  loyal  and  law-abiding  citizen. 

He  has  always  been  distinguished  not  less  for  talent 
and  legal  learning  than  for  strict  probity  and  virtue,  and 
I  earnestly  hope  your  Excellency  will  promptly  grant  his 
pardon  and  free  him  from  solicitude,  which  I  am  sure 
will  meet  the  hearty  approval  of  all  good  men  in  this  State. 


To  R.  S.  French. 

RaleigHj,  Aug.  IStli  1865. 
Yours  of  yesterdav's  date,  setting  out  $5150.  as  due  you  Relating  to  state 

"/  '  '  ~  ''  debt 

from  the  State  on  account  of  arrearages  of  your  salary 
as  Judge — in  which  sum  is  not  embraced  your  salary 
for  Ot^arter  immediately  proceeding  1st  Oct.  1864,  which 
vou  are  in  doubt  whether  you  have  received  or  not. 
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You  desire  my  opinion  whotlKr  tliis  claim,  or  any  part 
of  it,  will  he  paid. 
♦  It  is  nnderstood  that  the  Prest.   and    Cahinet  are  nn- 
williiig  that  any  deht  contracted  hy  the  State  since  i^Oth 
May  18G1,  be  paid. 

If  the  Convention  undertake  to  pass  upon  this  question, 
which  I  think  they  ought  not  to  do,  I  have  no  douht  the 
whole  debt  made  during  the  war,  will  be  repudiated.  If 
they  confine  themselves  to  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
and  such  legislation  only  as  is  absolutely  necessary  to  our 
full  restoration  to  the  Union,  leaving  all  other  acts  to  the 
Legislation  to  be  acted  upon  after  they  can  legislate  with 
the  independence  properly  belonging  to  one  of  the  United 
States.  I  think  the  war  debt  will  be  scaled  to  its  specie 
value  at  the  time  it  was  contracted  and  paid.  I  think 
there  is  a  growing  sentiment  that  the  Convention  do  noth- 
ing save  ,wdiat  is  required  to  do,  preliminary  to  our  being 
admitted  into  full  comnninion  with  the  United  States. 


To  ^y.  B.  Stcplicns. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  21/65. 
Relating  to  state         Yours  of  the  16th  iust.  c:Tme  to  hand  to-day.     I  have 

finances.  ....  -\  r       tt  i  n   •      j. 

reed  no  communication  from  Jlr.  Ilaiies  on  the  subject. 

The  bonded  debt  of  the  State  created  under  acts  passed 
before  May  20/61,  is  $11,119,500.  on  which  the  coupons, 
due  and  un])aid,  probably  amount  to  f$:2,000.000. 

Total  ante-war  debt  about $13,119,500. 

The  total  war  debt  deducting  amt  held  by 

conirs  of  Sinking  Fund  and  $1,500,000. 

S(>nt  to  Europe  and  not  used  is  about 19,500.000. 


Total $32,(119,500. 

T  shall  make  to  the  (\iiivention  a  re])  >rt,  which  is  now 
being  in'cpat'cd,  more  in  detail  and  more  accurate.      This 
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Statement  is  as  accurate  as  I  can  now  make  it  and  may  lie 
relied  on  as  substantially  correct. 

This  statement  does  not  embrace  an  account  of  <nu'  in- 
debtedness in  England,  as  to  which  I  am  officially  ig- 
norant. From  all  I  can  learn,  I  think  we  owe  about  $800,- 
000.  specie  in  England. 

It  is  said  we  have  considerable  money,  perhaps  pro]i- 
erty — in  England.  I  have  applied  to  every  person  in  this 
country  from  whom  there  is  any  reasonable  hope  that  in- 
formation could  be  obtained.  I  can  learn  nothing  reliable. 
I  wrote  some  months  ago  to  Mr.  \Yhite  in  England  asking 
for  a  full  exhibit ;  and  I  hope  to  have  an  answer  by  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention. 

I  think  every  intedligent  candidate  for  the  Convention, 
ought  to  hold  himself  entirely  unpledged  and  uncommitted 
as  what  debts  the  State  will  pay,  etc.  The  Convention 
ought  to  do  nothing  except  amend  the  Constitution  and 
such  other  acts  as  are  necessarily  preliminary  to  our  full 
admission  into  the  Union  and  to  cause  full  information  to 
be  laid  before  the  public  as  to  our  de1:)ts.  The  condition 
of  our  Banks,  Rail  Eoads,  etc.  My  ideas  are  fully  set 
forth  in  a  late  editorial  in  the  Sentinel,  beginning  with 
the  inquiry — ^What  ought  the  Convention  to  do  i  Eead 
it.  I  am  so  incessantly  occupied  from  morning  till  night 
every  day  in  trying  to  glean  u])  the  fragments  of  our  State 
property  which  is  scattered  from  the  mountains  to  the 
sea  shore  and  every  where  smuggled,  that  I  have  not  time 
to  answer  fully  one  quarter  of  the  inquiries  which  are 
submitted  to  me.  From  this  resource  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  raise  enough  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  State  for 
one  year.  There  is  no  need  of  jumiung  at  conclusions  as 
to  what  ought  to  be  done  in  relation  to  our  State  debt. 
State  Revenue,  etc.  Let  information  be  spread  before  the 
Country  and  let  the  Genl  Assembly  act  on  these  matters 
after  we  are  fully  a  Stnte  and  free  to  act — and  ])ossessed 
of  the  needful  information — and  after  time  is  allowed  to 
consider  this  information  in  all  its  bearings. 
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Eead  the  Editorial  referred  to  for  a  frank  expression 
of  my  views. 
Salem. 


finances. 


To  E.  G.  Beaded 

Ealeigh,  Aug.  22/65. 

Relating  to  state  ^^^   compliance  witli  yom-   request,   made   through   ]\Ir. 

Smith,  I  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  State  debt,  near 
enough  to  accuracy  for  your  purpose. 

xinte-war  bonds $11,119,500. 

Supposed  amount  of  unpaid  coupons  now 

over-due    2,500,000. 

Total  ante-war  debt $13,619,500. 

War  debt 

6  per  cent  bonds $7,328,000. 

8    '^       ''       "     5,793,500. 

Debt  to  Banks  and  indi- 
viduals           508,423. 

Treas.    notes    in    circula- 
tion             245,326.25 

$18,876,259.25 
Supi)osed  amount  of  un- 

l)aid  coupons 1,551,132. 


$20,527,391.25 

The  amt  of  unpaid  coupons  is  $4,151,132.07  but  my 
books  furnish  no  means  of  ascertaining"  what  proportion 
of  them  are  due  on  the  Ante  war — and  on  the  war  bonds — 
My  distribution  above  is  conjectual. 


'  Edwin  G.  lieade,  of  Person  county,  was  a  member  of  the  34th 
Con^a-ess  and  of  the  Confederate  Senate.  In  1868  he  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  He  was  President  of  the  Convention  of 
18G5.  Tlie  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1868, 
although  a  Republican,  he  was  elected  by  the  vote  of  both  parties 
to  the  Supreme  Court. 
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Of  these  war  bonds  the  comrs.  of  the  Sinking  Fund  hold 

8  per  cent $735,000 

6  per  cent 1,637,500. 


$2,372,500.  $2,372,500. 

And  $1,500,000.  of  6  per  cents  were  sent 
to  England  to  be  nsed  as  collaterals  for 
our  cotton  bonds,  which  I  am  informed 
were  not  used — and  should  therefore  be 
deducted   1,500,000. 


$3,872,500. 

This  amount  being  deducted  from  the  war  debt  $20,- 
526,891.25— 3,872, 500.  =  16,654,391. 25. 

Ante  war  debt $13,619,500. 

War   debt 16,654,391.25 


Total  State  debt 

(excluding  English  debt)  $30,273,891.25 

As  to  the  English  debt  I  know  nothing  officially.  From 
the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  (by  no  means  reliable) 
I  suppose  it  to  be  $700,000. 

I  wrote  Mr.  AYhite,  from  Washington  City,  some  months 
ago,  asking  him  to  give  me  full  and  accurate  information 
in  relation  to  this  English  debt  and  our  resources  in  Eng- 
land. You  know,  I  presume,  that  he  was  Gov.  Vance's 
agent  in  England.  I  obtained  his  address  from  Gov.  V. 
and  hope  to  have  his  answer  in  time  to  lay  before  the  Con- 
vention. 

To  meet  the  present  wants  of  the  State  I  am  using  the 
following  measures — 

We  had  at  the  date  of  Genl  Schofield's  proclamation  an- 
nouncing to  the  army  and  people  of  IST.  C,  that  "peace 
existed"  about  600  bales  of  cotton  at  Graham  and  about 
500  bales  at  Manson,  small  lots  in  other  localities  in  this 
State — much  rosin  in  pits  in  several  counties  and  other 
property  of  less  value  scattered  everywhere. 
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The  U.  S.  since  the  war,  passed  an  act,  anthorising  the 
military  and  naval  officers  of  the  U.  S.  to  captnre  prop- 
erty from  "hostile  possession."  Xone  of  this  1100  bales 
had  been  captnred  at  the  date  of  this  peace  proclamation, 
bnt  some  time  afterwards  the  whole  of  it  was  captnreil.  I 
went  to  Washing-ton  City  and  remonstrated  against  the 
captnre,  as  nnwarranted,  in  my  opinion,  by  the  act  of 
Congress  and  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations — bnt 
at  all  events  savoring  of  the  rapacious  and  highly  impol- 
itic. The  Prest  and  Cabinet  held  that  my  positions  as 
to  the  rights  of  captnre  were  qnestionable — bnt  nltimately 
agTced  to  desist  from  further  captnre  and  to  allow  the 
Provisional  Govt,  of  the  State  to  collect  and  nse  all  State 
property  not  already  in  possession  of  the  U.  S.  officers. 
The  gleanings  left  us  to  furnish  the  only  means  of  supply- 
ing the  immediate  necessities  of  the  State,  such  as  pay 
of  members  of  Convention,  Genl  Assembly,  support  of 
Asylums,  Judiciary,  etc. 

This  branch  of  my  duties  is  most  onerous,  but  is  being 
vigorously  executed  with  reasonable  hopes  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  realise  enough  to  pay  the  expenses  (excluding  all 
debt)  to  30th  Sept.  18G6.  I  can  go  no  further  into  de- 
tails. I  would  gladly  go  more  into  details,  but  cannot 
find  leisure.  I  hope  this  General  Summary  may  be  of 
use  to  you.  The  Convention,  in  my  opinion,  should  not 
com])licate  the  question  as  to  our  re-admission  into  full 
communion  with  the  U.  S.  by  taking  up  the  question  of 
State  indebtedness,  the  validity  of  laws  passed  since  ^lay 
20/(n,  or  any  thing  else,  save  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  such  legislation  as  is  indispensably  preliminary 
to  our  representation  in  the  Congress  of  next  winter.  Let 
us  legislate  on  all  these  matters  with  some  feeling  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

I  was  never  more  oppressed  with  my  duti^es  and  present 
this  as  my  excuse  for  my  apparent  short  coming  in  re- 
sponding to  your  request. 

RoxBouo. 
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To  J.  L.  Hathaivay  cO  Sons. 

Ualeiuh,  Aufi.  2-lrcl  1S05. 

My  brother  B.  G.  Worth  hitelv  rociuostoil  nie  wlien  I 
had  occasion  for  a  commission  merchant  in  X.  Y.  to  make 
jon  my  agents. 

I  am  Treasurer  for  the  State  dnrini>'  the  Provisional 
Government  and  reqnired  to  hunt  nj)  and  put  in  nnu'ket 
snch  property  of  the  State  which  we  save  from  the  general 
wreck — among  which  is  a  large  quantity  of  rosin  now  in 
pits.  As  soon  as  it  can  be  barreled  and  transported,  by 
the  most  energetic  efforts,  I  shall  send  it  to  X.  Y.  to  be 
sold,  say  :20,000  bbls  at  least.  Would  it  be  in  your  line 
to  sell  it  for  me. 

I  have  of  my  own  some  15,000  lbs  cotton,  which  will 
he  on  the  W.  C.  &  R.  I\.  within  20  days  which  I  propose  to 
send  to  your  City  for  sale.  Do  you  sell  cotton  on  com- 
mission ? 

I  could  invest  $6,000.  more  in  cotton  on  the  same  road, 
at  30  cts.  per  lb.  if  I  had  the  monev. 

Can  you  not  supply  it  to  me,  at  7  per  cent — say  for  90 
days?,  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  cotton  sales,  all  of  which 
I  would  forward  to  you. 

I  am  worth  more  than  $20,000.  more  than  all  my  lia- 
bilities as  principal  or  endorsee — have  filed  my  petition 
and  been  pardoned  and  would  if  required  give  my  brother, 
B.  G.  Worth  as  endorsee. 

I  could  raise  the  money  here  on  your  sight  check. 

Xew  Yokk  City. 


To  G.  W.  Swepson. 

Ealeigh,  Aug.  23rd  1865. 
Mv  agent  in    Georgia  telegraphs  me    that  he  got    165  Regarding  coiiec- 

,     ,     "      -.^  .       --r   ^  1  •    1     1       1      n  o^  1    tion  of  state  cotton 

bales  01  cotton  m  Alacon  which  he  had  sent  to  oavannan  and  rosin, 
and  which  I  suppose  will  shortly  reach  you. 

I  sent  10  bales  some  ten  days  ago,  the  cotton  obtained 
from  Graham.     Have  vou  reed  it  ? 


400  jSTorth  Caroliis^a  Historical  Commission. 

I  liave  17  bales  here  which  Avill  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  I  can  get  it  re-baled.     I  have  the  bagging  and  rope. 

I  have  the  written  relinquishments  of  the  U.  S.  agent 
for  the  loose  cotton  at  Graham.  I  have  the  rope  and  bal- 
ing there  and  men  engaged  in  baling  it.  It  is  supposed 
it  will  make  some  30  or  40  bales.     It  will  be  sent  soon. 

My  agent  on  the  R.  &  G.  R.  R.  reports  that  he  will  soon 
have  100  bales  ready. 

An  agent  is  sent  to  Bladen,  Robeson  and  Anson  where 
I  have  good  reason  to  hope  for  some  -100  bales — and  I  have 
some  hopes  of  other  lots  in  Georgia  and  elsewhere. 

There  will  be  a  very  large  quantity  of  rosin,  which  with 
every  possible  exertion  will  require  some  time  to  barrel 
and  transport. 

I  have  expended  all  the  money  I  can  raise  on  personal 
account,  some  $3,000.  for  cotton  on  the  W.  C.  &  R.  R.  R. 
at  30  cts.  the  lb.  It  will  be  ready  in  twenty  days  to  start 
to  Wilmington.  I  could  buy  to  the  amount  of  $6,000. 
more  if  I  had  the  money.  I  am  not  liable  on  my  own 
account  or  as  endorsee  for  others  for  more  than  $2000.  I 
have  bonds  on  parties  of  undoubted  responsibility  for  four 
times  the  amount,  payable  in  specie.  My  real  estate  is 
worth  $10,000.  my  stock  in  factory  and  steam  boats 
$5,000.  besides  much  other  valuable  property.  The  Presi- 
dent has  granted  my  pardon.  My  credit  ought  to  be  as 
good  as  any  body's  in  the  State  for  $6,000  or  $8,000.  for 
90  days.  If  you  can't  loan  it  to  me  to  be  invested  in  cot- 
ton and  sent  you  for  sale,  let  me  know'  at  once,  as  I  am 
determined  to  get  it  somehow. 


To  E.  Ingram. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  2Jfth  1S65. 

^ri  ^ate  busin  ^^^^  ^^®  aware,  I  presume,  that  the  cotton  bought  of  you 

transaction.  ^^  ^^10  7th  Sept.  1863  was  purchased  for  me  by  S.  S.  Jack- 
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son,  my  son-in-law.  The  written  contract  is  in  his  name 
and  hence  yon  address  him  on  the  snbject,  in  your  h'tter 
without  date,  sent  by  Mr,  Roberts. 

In  this  letter  "you  have  thought  proper  under  the  cir- 
cumstances not  to  deliver  tlie  cotton  to  your  agent  Dr. 
Roberts".  The  reasons  you  assign  is  the  want  of  validity 
in  the  funds  you  received. 

I  claim  to  be  willing  to  do  unto  others  wdiat  I  wuuld 
have  them  to  do  to  me  under  like  circumstances,  and  from 
your  reputation  hope  you  govern  yourself  by  the  same 
rule. 

How  are  the  facts?  On  tlie  7th  Sept.  1863,  we  were  in 
the  midst  of  war.  We  had  a  currency,  the  value  of  which 
it  was  known,  was  dependent  on  the  issue  of  the  war.  It 
was  well  known  it  would  be  worthless  if  the  South  was 
conquered.  It  w^as  equally  well  knoAvn  that  the  troops  on 
both  sides  were  procuring  cotton  wherever  they  thought 
proper.  It  could  be  placed  in  no  safe  locality.  There  was 
mutual  hazard.  The  cotton  was  liable  to  confiscation, 
seizure  by  the  enemy,  destruction  by  fire,  etc.  The  money 
as  in  all  cases  of  paper  currency,  was  liable  to  become 
worthless.  There  is  no  protest  that  there  was  any  decep- 
tion practised  by  either  of  us.  We  weighed  the  hazards, 
each  for  himself,  and  traded.  I  sent  sheeting  soon  after- 
wards to  bale  it,  which  you  accepted.  I  have  been  paying- 
taxes  on  it  as  my  cotton  without  the  least  intention  that 
you  contemplated  repudiating  your  contract — indeed  'I 
supposed  you  intended .  to  fulfil  your  contract  up  to  the 
day  w-hen  you  wrote  your  letter  to  which  I  am  replying, 
for  Dr.  Roberts  told  me  you  allow  him  to  proceed  in  pack- 
ing and  putting  on  the  new  baling  and  rope  he  carried 
over,  until  he  got  26  bales  ready  to  be  sent  off  and  the 
wagons  ready  to  be  loaded  before  you  intimated  your  un- 
willingness to  deliver  the  cotton.  I  had  risked  all  the 
danger  of  losing  the  cotton;  If  it  had  been  destroyed  by 
our  troops  or  the  enemy  it  would  have  been  my  total  loss. 
26 
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We  took  our  risks — fortune  favored  me.  If  jou  lose  all. 
there  was  no  need  of  such  loss.  The  currency  and  bonds 
you  received  were  worth  more  or  less  at  all  times  up  to 
the  surrender  of  Genl  Lee.  The  price  paid  to  you  was 
vastly  greater  than  any  body  would  have  thought  of  pay- 
ing in  gold  or  sound  currency.  Do  you  consider  it  right 
after  the  contingency  had  turned  out  unfavorably  to  you 
to  refuse  to  fulfill  your  contract  ?  I  hope  on  reflection 
you  will  perceive  that  you  do  yourself  and  me  great  wrong. 

From  your  known  character  for  probity  and  honor  I 
had  relied  confidently  on  getting  the  cotton  after  I  had 
ascertained  that  it  was  safe,  after  the  i^roclamation  of 
peace — and  my  business  arrangements  are  sadly  deranged 
by  your  decision  which  all  the  circumstances  lead  me  to 
believe,  you  have  been  induced  to  make  by  injudicious 
counsel. 

You  ask  for  a  proposal  of  compromise — from  which  I 
infer  that  you  are  willing  to  deliver  a  part. 

I  propose  that  you  send  the  26  bales  to  A.  S.  MeXeill 
at  or  near  Old  Hundred  Station  on  the  Wilmington,  Char- 
lotte &  R.  R.  R.  subject  to  my  orders,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  delivery  of  this  quantity  shall  not  preju- 
dice you  in  any  lawsuit  or  submission  to  arbitration  here- 
after, hereafter  about  the  matter.  Please  answer  whether 
you  will  do  this  ? 

Wadesboro. 


To  Wm.  C.  Smith. 

Raleigh.  Aug.  25  1S65. 
Relating  to  a  ^  invested  all  my  disposable  means  in  the  25,000  lbs  of 

iranslction!"*^^^  cottou  liouglit  of  E.  Ingram.  He  has  acted  in  bad  faith 
and  I  am  greatly  incommoded  by  my  disappointment  in 
getting  this  cotton. 

The  law,  and  justice  and  equity  of  the  case  are  all  on 
my  side — but  we  have  no  tribunals  to  which  to  resort  for 
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redress  for  breach  of  contract.  I  have  seen  the  Military 
Commandant  of  the  State,  Genl  Ruger,  who  is  a  good 
lawyer  and  an  intelligent  and  upright  man.  lie  Avill 
take  no  cognizance  of  breaches  of  contract  except  to  this 
extent — If  a  party  is  about  leaving  the  State,  or  (dispos- 
ing of  or  removing  property,  so  that  the  civil  Courts  when 
restored  would  be  disabled  from  affording  redress,  he  will 
stop  the  party  about  to  remove,  or  take  care  that  the  prop- 
erty, the  subject  of  controversy,  be  not  sold  or  placed  be- 
yond the  jurisidiction  of  the  Courts  when  restored. 

Understanding  that  Mr.  Ingram  is  a  man  of  great  ec- 
centricity and  that  relatives  of  his  in  expectancy  of  his 
estate  are  less  controlled  than  he  is  by  a  sense  of  honor 
and  honesty,  will  employ  every  means  to  defeat  my  rights, 
I  fear  the  cotton  will  be  sold  or  removed  or  so  exposed  as 
to  be  ruined  before  I  can  have  the  benefits  of  the  Civil 
Courts  to  protect  my  rights,  I  desire  to  get  you  to  give  me 
prompt  information  should  he  be  about  to  sell  any  of  his 
cotton  or  take  other  steps  to  defeat  the  power  of  the 
Courts  to  give  me  redress  [Two  words  iUegihle']  or  agency 
in  my  behalf  will  not  be  known  without  your  consent. 

If  from  any  cause  you  should  be  unwilling  or  unable 
to  do  me  this  favor,  I  ask  will  you  suggest  the  name  of 
someone  who  you  think  would  oblige  me  ? 

His  written  contract  bound  him  to  deliver  the  25,000 
lbs  of  cotton  when  called  for,  16  bales  of  it  being  then 
properly  baled  up — the  residue  in  the  seed — I  to  find 
baling  and  rope  and  he  to  pick  and  bale  in  good  order 
and  he  to  "keep  the  cotton  w^ell  stored  till  called  for". 
He  carried  some  30  or  40  bales  into  the  fields,  as  I  un- 
derstand, in  March  last,  where  it  has  laid  exposed  until  it 
is  ruined  or  greatly  damaged.    This  I  will  not  take. 

He  will  be  liable  to  interest  by  way  of  damages  from 
the  date  of  my  demand.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt 
as  to  my  ultimate  recoveiy,  and  hence  his  refusal  to  deliver 
it  will  probably  damage  Mm  as  much  as  me. 
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If  you  can  by  any  instrumentality,  induce  him  to  de- 
liver the  cotton,  I  will  give  you  1000  lbs  of  it,  to  avoid 
litigation — delay  in  getting  it,  etc. 

Please  read  inclosed  letter  to  Mr.  Ingram,  seal  it — 
and  send  it  to  him  by  mail  or  otherwise. 

If  you  should  in  any  way  induce  the  old  gentleman  to 
make  delivery,  I  have  at  Asheboro  in  care  of  S.  S. 
Jackson  the  baling  and  rope  required,  which  will  be  deliv- 
ered to  your  order ;  and  I  will  re-imburse  any  expense 
you  may  incur  in  sending  for  it — and  in  having  the  cot- 
ton hauled  to  Old  Hundred — Care  of  A.  S.  Mcj^eill. 

Wades  BORO. 


To  D.  Starhiich. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  30/65. 

flnfncS"^  *^'**^  Yours  of  the  28th  inst.    (without  signature)   is  before 

me. 

The  bonded  debt  of  the  State  is $24,241,000. 

Issued  prior  to  May  20/61___ll, 119,000. 
since  "         "     ___13,122,000. 

]^otes  to  Banks  and  individuals 508,423. 

Treasury  notes  in  circulation 5,246,336. 

Coupons  due  and  unpaid 4,151,132. 


$34,146,891. 
From  this  should  be  de- 
ducted $1,500,000.  bonds 
sent  to  England  to  be 
used  as  collateral  securi- 
ties for  our  cotton  bonds, 
and  which  Gov.  Vance 
says  were  not  used  and 
will  be  returned $1,500,000. 


Correspondence  of  Jonathan  Worth.  405 

Bonds  held  by  comrs.  of  S. 

Fund    2,372,500. 

3,872,500 

Total  State  debt $30,274,391. 

I  can  give  no  reliable  information  in  relation  to  our 
English  debt.     I  suppose  it  to  be  about  $500,000. 
As  a  set  off  the  State  holds  stocks  as  follows 

In  K  C.  R  R $3,000,000. 

"  Raleigh  and  Gaston  R.  R. . 682,000 

"  A.  &  X.  C.  R.  R 1,077,500 

"  Albemarle  &  Chesapeake  Canal 350,000 


5,098,500 


And  bonds  on  the   following   corporations   with   which 
the  State  exchanged  bonds — to-wit — 

City  of  Raleigh $     48,000. 

Interest   due   on   these   bonds.  7,200. 

R.  &G.  R.  R 20,000. 

Interest  due  on  these  bonds.  .  GOO. 

W.  C.  &  R.  R.  R 2,000,000. 

Interest  due  on  these  bonds.  .  112,500. 
Western  (coameld)  R.  R. .  .  .  000,000. 
Int.  due  on  these  bonds 148,325.  2,936,625 


8,035,125 

The  State  owns  other  stocks  and  bonds  amounting  to 
about  a  million  of  dollars  in  and  on  other  companies  in 
less  reliable  condition  which  I  omit. 

Total   State  debt  forwarded $30,274,391. 

Deduct  these  stocks  and  bonds 8,035,125. 

Balance    $22,239,266 
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How  far  this  amount  would  be  reduced  bj  scaling  the 
war  debt  to  its  specie  value  I  cannot  tell ;  and  having  at- 
tempted no  estimate  I  submit  no  guess. 

I  could  not  find  my  Sentinel  containing  the  editorial 
headed,  What  Ought  the  Convention  to  do.  Mr.  Pell 
did  me  the  favor  to  adopt  it  as  an  editorial  and  it  should 
not  be  spoken  of  as  my  production.  I  hope  your  editor 
will  find  and  republish  it. 

I  wrote  an  article  appearing  in  the  Standard  to-day — 
headed  Convention,  Banks,  etc. — Signature  N. — Examine 
it — I  will  write  others,  over  some  signature,  if  I  can  pos- 
sibly find  time.     My  official  duties  are  most  onerous. 

Salem. 


To  S.  S.  Jacl'son. 

Raleigh.  Aug.  31/65 

I  have  Telegram  from  Swepson,  M.  &,  Co.  dated  yes- 
terday, notifying  me  that  Swepson  is  on  the  way  here 
with  $6000.  for  me.  It  will  probably  reach  me  tomor- 
row. How  shall  I  get  it  to  Phillips  ?  Mr.  Robins  must 
come  here  very  soon  about  making  up  his  report  as  late 
Treasr  of  Literary  Fund  ?  Why  not  let  him  come  im- 
mediately and  carry  it  up  ? 

If  yr  health  will  admit  I  want  you  to  go  to  Anson  and 
see  if  Ingram  can't  be  induced  to  let  me  have  my  cotton. 
Genl.  Ruger  v/ill  not  interfere  in  mere  matters  of  civil 
contract — but  his  subordinates  in  Wilming-ton  and  else- 
where have  interfered  in  many  similar  cases  and  caused 
cotton  to  be  delivered.  I  hope,  in  some  way,  you  might 
get  it.  It  is  a  sad  derangement  of  my  plans  if  I  can't  get 
it  soon.     I  wrote  to  him  and  W^.  C.  Smith  on  the  subject. 

If  you  can  go  I  will  send  you  copies  of  these  letters. 

If  you  go  over  you  would  probably  meet  J.  J.  J.  there 
and  might  help  him.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  he 
left  Wilmington. 

All  well — overwhelmed  with  work. 
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To  Nereiis  MendpuliaJi: 

Raleigh  Sep.  1/65 
Gov.  Holdeii  says  he  sent  vr.  memorial  to  the  Prest. 
some  6  weeks  ago — that  two  weeks  ago  he  urged  the  mat- 
ter again — has  had  no  answer — says  he  will  try  again  by 
Telegram. 

Yon    are    qnite    mistaken    both    as    to    my    having   no 
money  and  little  to  do.     I  have  plenty  of  money  and  mnch 
more  to  do  in  the  Treasur}^  then  I  ever  had  before. 
IS'ew  Garden. 


«.  pro- 
posed revival  of 


To  Rev.  C.  H.  ^YUey. 

Raleigh,  Sept.  2nd  1865. 
Write  out  your  plans  for  reviving  Com.   Schools.  Con-  Regrardin 
dense  as  much  as  you  can  consistent  mth  propensity  and  public  schools" 
I  will  endeavor  to  get  it  before  the  Convention, 

The  Govr,  has  your  letters  in  relation  to  the  McAden 
affair  and  I  suppose  will  answer. 
Greeensboro. 


To  Rev.  F.  L.  HawJcs.^ 

Raleigh,  Sept.  2nd  1865. 
The  proiect  of  relieving  our  Universitv  was  oria-inally  Reiatiiiff  to 

-■-       •'  "  t.  i_^  i-    tinaiieial  cr 

conceived  by  B.  F.  Moore  and  by  him  submitted  to  me  uJ/'^.gfj.^^t^f 


ondltion 


1  Nereus  Mendenhall,  the  most  prominent  t^uaker  in  North  Caro- 
lina, was  at  the  head  of  the  school  at  New  Garden,  which  became 
Guilford  College. 

~  Francis  L.  Hawks,  a  native  of  Craven  county,  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1821.  For  five  years  before  that  time  he 
had  been  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  entered  the  Episcopal 
ministry,  and  in  1827  went  to  Connecticut.  He  was  never  again  a 
resident  of  the  State.  He  was  elected  a  professor  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity and  declined,  but  his  interest  in  his  alma,  mafer  was  unfailing. 
He  was  the  author  of  a  history  of  North  Corolina  and  a  number  of 
other  works. 
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It  has  since  been  considered  by  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Tnistees — and  Govr.  Swain  was  requested  to 
correspond  ^vith  you  and  other  friends  in  i^,  Y,  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  its  feasibility. 

Govr.  Swain  requested  me  to  open  and  read  your  let- 
ters— and  if  necessary — to  reply.  As  I  do  not  know  when 
I  can  get  them  to  him,  I  will  answer  so  far  as  I  can. 

The  University  owes  the  Bank  of  jSTorth  Carolina  about 
$90,000.  When  this  Bank  was  chartered  we  all  thought 
it  rested  on  the  most  solid  foundations.  The  University 
then  had  $100,000.  stock  in  old  Banks,  readily  convertible 
into  coin — and  the  annual  receipts  of  the  institution  ex- 
ceeded its  expenditures  about  $10,000.  The  Trustees  de- 
cided to  take  $200,000.  of  stock  in  the  present  Bank  and 
give  a  note  for  $100,000.  which  it  was  expected  could  be 
readily  paid  out  of  this  surplus  income — the  Bank  agree- 
ing to  take  the  note  to  be  paid  at  the  convenience  of  the 
University,  the  interest  being  paid  every  90  days,  I  be- 
lieve. After  this  subscription  an  addition  was  made  to 
the  college  buildings,  which  cost  about  $40,000.  I  believe. 
When  the  war  came  the  note  was  reduced  to  about  $90,- 
000.  and  so  stands  now.  The  other  debts  of  the  institu- 
tion are  small  and  there  are  debts  due  the  U.  from  re- 
sponsible individuals  more  than  equal  to  all  other  liabili- 
ties. 

During  the  war  the  Bank  made  large  loans  to  the  State, 
allowed  its  debtors  to  pay  in  Confederate  currency  and 
invested  in  Confederate  bonds.  The  specie  and  real 
estate  of  the  Bank  at  specie  value  amounts  to  about  $100,- 
000. — its  circulation  and  debt  due  to  depositors  made  bo- 
fore  the  war  amount  to  $1,600,000.  The  effects  of  the 
Bank,  other  than  its  specie  and  real  estate  are  of  small 
value  and  very  unreliable.  It  is  regarded  as  certain  that 
liill  holders  Avill  lose  largely  and  that  the  whole  stock  is 

lOi^t. 

The  Bank  is  bound  by  its  charter  to  accept  its  bills, 
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whether  issued  from  the  principal  Bank,  or  any  of  its 
Branches,  in  payment  of  debts  due  it.  These  bills  can 
now  be  purchased  with  U.  S.  currency  at  from  35  to  40 
cts  on  the  dollar.  The  project  is  to  buy  up  its  bills  to 
the  amount  of  $90,000.  It  is  supposed  $36,000.  in  H^sl- 
tional  Currency  will  be  ample  to  buy  the  $90,000.  in  the 
notes  of  the  Bank. 

It  is  projDosed  that  the  University  borrow  say  $30,000. 
in  jSTational  currency — at  6  per  cent  int.  'payable  semi- 
annually— ^principal  payable  in  10  years  or  sooner  at  the 
option  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University — and  to  'give  a 
mortgage  to  the  person  or  persons  loaning  the  money,  od 
all  the  corporate  property  of  the 'institution  to  secure  the 
payment. 

It  is  believed  that '  no  loan  could  be  made  on  more  re- 
liable security. — Besides  the  extensive  buildings,  the  in- 
stitution owns  some  800  acres  of  land  in  and  contiguous 
to  the  village  and  I  believe  some  10,000  acres  of  land  in 
the  Western  part  of  the  State.  Govr.  Swain  can  give  you 
more  accurate  information  as  to  this,  than  I  can.  There 
can  be  no  safer  loan.  Let  it  be  assured  that  the  lender 
upon  inquiry,  will  be  satisfied  as  to  the  security.  If  so  it 
was  hoped  that  capitalists  could  be  found,  who  would  be 
glad  to  make  so  safe  an  investment,  at  the  same  time 
they  were  saving  this  noble  institution  of  learning.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  luit  the  Trustees,  either  through  the  aid 
of  the  State  or  otherwise,  would  pay  off  the  debt  before 
the  maturity  of  the  mortgage. 

Can  the  money  l)e  liorrowed  on  this  plan  or  any  simi- 
lar one  ? 

You  are  at  liberty  to  submit  this  letter  to  any  capital- 
ist. We  will  hear  any  proposition  looking  to  the  same  end 
and  answer  any  inquiries  from  any  one  disposed  to  con- 
sider our  scheme. 
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To  General  Ruger.^ 

Raleigh^  Seiir.  5th  1865 
fo\^ers^f&-  Allow  me   to  inform  you  that    the    State    officers    are 

Ca°pitoi/°"^  much  annoyed  by  the  occupancy  of  a  part  of  the  capitol 

by  the  military.  The  privies  are  kept  in  such  filthy 
condition  that  the  odor  fills  the  building.  The  large  num- 
ber of  disorderly  persons  from  the  country  who  visit  the 
officers  distributing  certificates  for  rations  and  who  (as 
I  am  told)  occupies  one  of  the  rooms  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  building,  keep  the  building  littered:  and  are  noisy 
and  disorderly.  The  keeper  of  the  building  says  he  can- 
not have  the  house  kept  in  order  while  this  promiscous 
crowd  are  allowed  ingress.  Will  you  not  favor  us  by  or- 
dering all  the  military  to  leave  the  building? 


To  J.  J.  Jaclcson. 

Raleigh,  Sept.  5th  1865. 

Yours  of  the  29th  ult.  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  an- 
swer though  I  presume  you  will  have  left  for  Anson  be- 
fore this  can  reach  you. 

I  approve  all  your  ideas  with  the  exception  that  I 
deem  it  best,  as  to  all  the  cases  requiring  military  aid, 
that  Sam  repeat  the  facts  to  me  on  your  return  and  upon 
this  report  I  will  ask  for  military  coercion.  Your  first 
letter  in  relation  to  Danl  B.  Shaw,  has  not  reached  me. 
In  this  case,  owing  to  its  urgency,  I  inclose  process.  You 
have  failed  to  give  the  County  in  which  he  lives  and  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  the  necessary  facts  can 
be  proved.  You  will  fill  the  blanks  and  hand  the  process 
to  the  Sherifi',  unless  he  pay  you  30  cts  per  lb  for  the 
estimated  weight  of  the  cotton.      He    has    forfeited    all 


1  Major  General  Thomas  H.  Ruger  who  was  in  command  in  North 
CaroHna. 
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equitable  claim  to  commission  or  liberality  in  fixing  the 
price,  by  bis  obstinacy  and  refusal  to  account. 

As  to  the  man  who  hauled  off  10  bales  and  distributed 
6  to  parties  who  are  too  poor  or  reed  it  in  quantities  too 
small  to  be  worth  pursuing,  if  i/oit  still  think  he  makes  a 
truthful  representation,  let  him  off  as  to  all  but  the  four 
bales.  He  ought  to  pay  30  cts  per  lb.  and  get  pay  for  his 
trouble  from  those  among  whom  he  distributed  the  6  bales. 

I  consider  you  fully  empowered  to  make  the  specula- 
tors account — and  if  they  fail  to  do  so  on  demand,  fur- 
nish me  the  names  and  residences  and  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  and  I  will  summon  them  here  and  make  them 
disgorge. 

It  will  be  more  efficient  to  compel  the  party  to  come 
here  and  answer  than  to  invest  you  with  power  to  sue 
them.  This  power  w^ould  have  to  be  a  personal  one  to 
you,  and  might  embarrass  me. 

Fill  the  blank  as  to  witnesses.  All  well — Lucy  and 
children  start  home  to-morrow  mornino-. 


To  Rev.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

Raleigh,  Sepr.  7/65. 
Yours  of  the  5th  inst.  to  Dr.  Craven  is  just  handed  to  Reiaungthe 

.        .    J,  school  fund. 

me  by  him  with  request  that  I  furnish  you  the  mlorma- 
tion  asked  for. 

The  stock  held  by  the  Banks  of  ¥.  C.  and  C.  F.  for 
common  schools  is  about  $1,100,000.  This  will  certainly 
be  lost  if  the  State  pay  no  part  of  the  money  borrowed  of 
these  Banks  by  the  State  in  1861  and  1862 — principally 
in  the  former  year. 

The  Bank  of  C.  F.  has  not  yet  filed  its  report  with  me 
- — but  even  after  it  shall  have  filed  it  as  well  as  all  other 
Banks,  it  will  be  impossible  to  know  their  real  strength, 
because  a  verv  lar^e  amount  of  all  their  assets  consists  of 
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notes  discounted,  before  and  since  the  war  and  nobody 
can  tell  you  will  be  able  to  pay  and  who  will  fail — but 
it  is  to  be  bo|3ed  and  I  incline  to  the  belief  that  both  these 
banks  will  save  much  of  the  stock  if  the  State  pay  an 
equitable  part  of  the  debt  she  owes  them. 
Geeensboko. 


Relating  to  State 
accounts  with 
Wtiite  and 
Flanner. 


To  Z.  B.  Yance. 

Ealeigii,  Sep.  9/65. 

Your  letter,  expressing  that  you  did  not  feel  agrieved 
by  any  action  of  mine  towards  you  was  reed  in  due  time 
and  was  gratifying  to  me. 

I  have  a  letter  from  John  White,  dated  Aug.  6th  1S65. 
He  says  he  returned  to  Londan  last  Deer,  he  not  only 
found  no  money  but  large  debts  claimed  against  the  State 
by  Collie  &  Co.  Flanner  was  in  Paris  and  in  reply  to  a 
letter  from  White  asking  him  to  go  over  to  London,  said 
he  had  £12,000.  or  £13,000.  but  it  was  not  then  conve- 
nient for  him  to  go  over.  Has  remitted  £5,000.  but  has 
not  been  over  to  settle — is  about  to  make  a  tour  of  Eu- 
rope, etc.  We  had  large  amt  of  goods  in  the  West  Indies 
when  the  Confederacy  caved  in — Collie  &  Co.  got  all  these 
— and  have  not  yet  made  up  their  account. 

White  has  probably  left  for  U.  S. — A  bad  state  of 
things. 

I  deemed  it  best  not  to  show  your  letter  relating  to 
yr  furniture  to  the  Govr.  or  any  body  else,  and  shall  not  do 
so  except  upon  your  special  request.  I  have  not  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  say  to  the  Govr.  any  thing  about  the  specie 
you  got  from  Salisbury.  I  think  it  was  equitably  due  you 
— and  that  I  may  with  propriety  say  nothing  about  it. 

In  searching  after  Statc^  mules — that  Mr.  Price,  A.  G. 
M.  jMecklenburg,  to  take  charge  of  your  poney.  Have 
you  got  the  poney? 
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All  the  receipts  taken  for  the  horses  and  mnles  dis- 
tributed hj  Capt.  Hildesheimer  read  thus  "Reed  at  Greens- 
boro 25  Apl  1865  of  Capt.  J,  Hildescheimer  one  (first, 
2nd  or  3rd  class  mule  or  horse)  belonging  to  the  State  of 
X.  C.  for  which  I  promise  to  pay  on  demand  of  the  Stat- 
a  fair  value." 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  send  an  agent  to  colkct. 

I  write  this  letter  presuming  the  information  it  con- 
veys would  be  agreeable  to  you: — I  mean  thai  you  would 
like  to  know  the  facts. 

I  have  succeeded  in  a  silent  way  in  impressing  on  our 
leading  men  and  Journals  here,  that  the  discussion  of  the 
questions  growing  out  of  our  State  debt  is  premature,  and 
that  the  Convention  should  confine  itself  to  constitutional 
amendments  and  such  legislation  as  'is  strictly  preliminary 
to  our  representation  in  the  next  Congress. 

[P.  S.] — Did  the  State  put  up  the  telegraph  wire  from 
here  to  Fayetteville  ? 
Statesviele. 


To  Mr.  Jacl-son.^ 

Raleigh^  Sept.  9/65. 
Yours  of  the  5th  inst,  post-marked  Raleigh  Sept,  4th  is  in  regard  to  the 

'  ■■■  o  i  state  debt. 

just  reed. 

You  are  right  in  yr  position  that  the  debt  is  void  un- 
less brought  to  some  stand  by  legislation.  At  least  this 
is  the  ruling  of  the  powers  that  be,  but  the  material  ques- 
tion is  ought  the  State  to  pay  any  of  its  debt  ?  Will  it  be 
reputable  to  plead  that  is  founded  on  an  illegal  consid- 
eration? I  think  it  will  be  remiss  and  disreputable — 
And  that  it  is  [ivord  illegible']  expedient  to  discourage- 
ment [  ?]  and  suppose  I  am  wrong  in  this,  will  the  ag- 
gregate wealth  of  the  State  be  diminished  by  paying  it. 


1  Either  S.  S.  or  J.  J.  Jackson. 
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I  incline  to  think  it  will  not.  The  whole  war  debt  is  a 
domestic  debt — at  all  events  nearly  all  of  it  is  held  by 
j^orth  Carolinians.  It  is  more  eqnitable  that  the  holders 
lose  all,  than  that  the  loss  be  distribnted  anions-  the  whole 
people.  What  j'on  lose  by  repudiation  to  the  whole  State 
you  take  from  the  pockets  of  individual  citizens  who  con- 
fided in  State  honor.  The  whole  State  aided  by  her  rep- 
resentatives made  the  debt.  If  you  pay  nothing  you  break 
all  the  Banks.  If  you  break  the  Banks  you  break  up 
Com.  Schools  and  bankrupt  the  University.  Besides  you 
corrupt  public  morality.  Individuals  will  jump  to  the 
conclusion  if  the  State  dont'  pay,  /  ought  not  to  pay.  If 
the  break  the  Banks  the  holders  of  the  currency  of  the 
Banks  lose. — Honestly  always  has  been  the  best  policy. 
It  is  so  now — always  will  be. 

l^obody  fully  understands  the  facts — and  consequently 
every  body  ought  to  have  reserved  his  judgTiient  till  he 
got  the  required  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  considered 
them  in  all  their  bearings.  There  is  no  need  of  action  by 
the  Convention  or  Genl  Assembly  for  months  to  come.  I 
have  brought  the  Journals  and  all  the  prominent  men  to 
the  position  I  assumed  in  my  speech  at  Asheboro,  that  it 
is  unwise  for  any  man  to  commit  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject before  it  was  possible  he  could  know  enough  of  the 
facts  to  enable  him  to  come  to  judicious  conclusion,  that 
therefore  for  these  as  well  as  other  reasons,  the  Conven- 
tion ought  not  to  act  on  the  question  of  State  indebted- 
ness or  any  thing  else  save  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  such  legislation  as  is  necessarily  preliminary  to 
our  being  represented  in  the  next  Congress.  I  know  of  no 
prominent  man,  to  whom  this  view  has  been  exjiressed, 
who  does  not  endorse  it. 

I  may  possil)lv,  after  fuller  knowledge  shall  have  been 
acquired  and  the  subject  more  thoroughly  considered,  go 
for  not  recognizing  any  of  the  war  debt — but  if  I  do  it 
v.'ill  be  on  a  different  ground  than  the  illegal  considera- 
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tion.  This  is  properly  a  good  loyal  defense  between  in- 
dividuals, but  enlightened  counsels  where  money  has  been 
lost  at  fair  gaining  will  not  advise  his  client  to  avail  him- 
self of  defense  which  will  certainly  degrade  him  among 
honest  men.  If  the  debt  be  so  large  that  we  can't  pay  it. 
then  let  us  distribute  assets  pro  rata  among  all  our  credi- 
Un-s.  The  old  debt  is  held,  as  for  the  gi-eater  part  of  it, 
among  those  Avho  have  annihilated  f  of  our  projierty. 
.T.et  them  lose  as  our  people,  if  we  can't  pay  all.  These 
are  my  present  views,  but  on  such  a  question  I  will  not 
trammel  my  judgment  by  the  announcement  of  my  con- 
clusions till  I  shall  get  all  the  facts — hear  the  matter  can- 
vassed and  obtain  all  the  aids  I  can  to  enable  me  to  judge 
with  discretion.  I  regret  that  you  have  committed  your- 
self but  would  not  have  you  withdraw.  Every  man 
should  act  on  his  own  convictions.  Perhajis  you  can  get 
out  of  yr  dilemma  as  plausibly  as  the  Standard  has. 

I  can  give  no  attention  to  the  buying  cotton  here  or 
elsewhere.  The  laboring,  etc.  I  kave  with  you  and  such 
aid  as  you  may  employ.  You  will  have  reed  another  let- 
ter from  me  inclosing  one  from  Hathaway  &  Sons  au- 
thorising me  to  draw  on  them  for  $6,000.  for  90  days  at 
T  per  cent  int.  This  and  the  other  loan  from  Swepson 
are  on  the  same  terms.  The  amt  is  dangerous  if  the 
whole  be  not  skillfully  managed  and  will  keep  me  uneasy. 
Would  you  like  to  have  Dr.  Roberts  join  us  in  the  enter- 
prise ?  I  have  not  hinted  it  to  him  and  will  not  till  I 
hear  from  you.  Jack  was  at  Lumberton  a  week  ago.  He 
had  got  a  little  cotton  and  was  in  good  spirits — was  going- 
early  this  week  to  Sampson.  I  can  buy  gold  here  at  about 
50  per  cent  or  a  little  short  of  it.  It  may  be  expedient  to 
convert  it  to  specie. 

I  wrote  Springs,  Oak  &  Co.  on  the  17  Aug.  a  full 
blooded  letter  for  Ben  MofBt,  setting  forth  all  his  creditors 
and  the  amount  due  to  each  of  them — with  request  that 
they  would  confer  and  report — I  have  had  no  answer.     I 
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will  try  to  find  time  to-morrow  to  address  a  like  one  to 
one  of  the  other  houses.  I  think  he  had  better  wait  till 
he  hears. 

I  write  David  as  you  request.  ' 

If  I  felt  certain  I  could  advise  you  discreetly  as  to 
withdrawing  from  the  contest,  (which  I  do  not)  this  let- 
ter would  not  reach  you  in  time — So  you  will  consider 
me  as  endorsing  the  course  you  may  have  adopted. 

AVe  are  all  well.     Lucy  Jones  left  for  home  to-day. 


To  J.  C.  Sl'een. 

Raleigh,  Sepr.  9th  1865. 

of  Ss'trntel^'/n''"      ^^ours  of  the  6th  inst  is  just  to  hand. 

Randolph  county.  You  Say  "somc  of  the  magistrates  of  Randolph  are 
causing  persons  to  be  arrested  and  bound  over  to  Court 
for  acts  done  by  the  militia  while  in  service  hunting  de- 
serters under  orders  before  the  surrender  of  the  army". 
You  further  say  ^'The  militia  were  ordered  to  hold  a  de- 
serter when  found.  If  he  did  not  stop  they  were  ordered 
to  shoot.  In  some  cases  shooting  was  done  because  the 
party  did  not  halt  and  a  few  were  killed." 

I  have  submitted  your  letter  to  the  Governor  who  au- 
thorises me  to  say  that  he  wishes  the  magistrates  to  de- 
sist from  such  an-ests — that  in  authorising  the  Justices 
of  the  peace  to  bind  over  offenders  against  the  criminal 
law  he  did  not  contemplate  having  parties  arrested  who 
were  acting  as  soldiers  under  orders  nor  did  he  contem- 
plate conferring  on  him  civil  jurisdiction  to  try  matters 
of  civil  controversy  between  man  and  man.  He  desires 
that  questions  of  either  character  may  be  reserved  until 
the  Convention  or  the  Genl  Assembly  shall  have  acted  on 
them,  and  until  the  Courts  shall  be  restored.  AVhile  act- 
ing as  Civil  Governor  he  wishes  to  exercise  no  doubtful 
powers — but  simply  to  preserve  order  until  civil  govern- 
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ment  shall  be  restored — Allow  nie  to  say  for  myself  that  I 
shall  be  truly  sorry  if  my  old  friends  shall  allow  them- 
selves to  run  into  extremes.  You  are  going  oft'  half -cocked 
on  the  question  of  State  indebtedness.  I  am  sure  there 
is  not  one  of  you  has  the  requisite  information  to  come  to 
a  just  conclusion.  It  is  wholly  unnecessary  for  the  Con- 
vention to  act  on  this  matter  and  no  discreet  man  will 
fonn  and  declare  his  opinion  on  so  grave  a  question  be- 
fore it  is  necessary,  and  before  he  is  as  fully  informed  as 
possible  as  to  facts  essential  to  conducting  him  to  a  wise 
conclusion. 

In  arresling  militia  for  obeying  orders,  take  care  you 
don't  get  to  standing  so  straight   [_Line  illegible^. 

ASHEBOKO. 


To  B.  G.  Worth. 

Kaleigh,  Sepr.  lltli  1865. 
I  have  reed  two  letters  from  you  since  your  arrival  in  pioomy  forebod- 

''  '^  iiigs  as  to  the 

]Sr.  Y.,  in  one  of  which  you  mention  that  you  are  consid- l^'^j^J^*^"*"*^® 
ering  the  expediency  of  going  into  business  in  JST.  Y^. 
You  are  more  competent  than  I  am  to  decide  on  this  mat- 
ter— I  have  no  hesitation  that  it  would  be  better  for  you 
and  for  every  body  else  who  is  a  vv'hite  man  to  leave  JSTorth 
Carolina.  The  South  is  never  again, — at  least  for  several 
generations — to  be  the  happy  and  prosperous  country  it 
once  was.  We  who  were  born  here,  will  never  get  along 
with  the  free  negroes,  especially  while  the  fools  and  dema- 
gogues of  the  ISTorth  insist  they  must  be  our  equals.  This 
will  not  be  tolerated.  As*  an  inferior  race  they  will  de- 
generate and  retard  all  prosperity. — If  the  Yankees  come 
here  they  will  be  allowed  to  kill  them.  This  we  are  not 
allowed  to  do,  and  would  not  do  if  allowed.  While  the 
two  races  remain  here  in  any  thing  like  their  present  pro- 
portions, there  can  be  neither  comfort  nor  prosperity  here. 

27 
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The  doubt  is  whether  there  will  be  good  government  even 
in  X.  Y.  I  think  your  scheme  a  good  one — but  you  must 
keej)  wide  awake  as  to  the  currency.  A  smash  must  come. 
All  well. 


To  ^ym.  H.  Oliver.' 

Kaleigii.  Sepr.  11th  1865. 

In  a  book  containing  the  receipts  of  some  150  individ- 
uals for  horses  belonging  to  the  State,  to  be  paid  for  on 
demand  at  a  fair  value,  I  find  a  recpt  signed  by  Geo.  S. 
Attmore  in  the  following  words. 

''Reed,  of  Capt.  J.  Hildesheimer  for  Capt.  Oliver  this 
25th  of  April  1865  at  Greensboro  N  C  the  following  Q. 
M.  Stores  viz 

14  horses 

52  mules — " 

Please  explain  what  became  of  these  horses  and  mules. 

Kew  Been. 


To  James  A.  Bryan.' 

Raleigh.  Sepr.  11th   ISGo. 

I  have  deferred  answering  vours  of  the  ord  Au<i'.  till 
I  could  see  the  receipts  taken  by  Capt.  Hildesheimer. 
They  are  now  before  us.  All  of  them  excepting  yours 
obligate  the  receiver  to  pay  to  the  State  a  fair  value  for 
the  animal  on  demand.  Yours  recites  that  you  had  re- 
ceived a  horse  and  mule,  belonging  to  the  State  of  X.  C\ 
"to  be  turned  over  to  some  farmer  in  Wake  County  by 
me".  Immediately  under  this  receipt  is  one  signed  Jno. 
D.  Whitford  per  J  as.  A.  Bryan  for  a  first  class  mule  for 
which  ho  promises  to  ])ay  "a  fair  value". 


^  A  prominent  citizen  of  New  Bern. 
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It  appears  clear  to  iiio  that  the  two  aniiiuils  reed  l)v  _v..ii 
belong-  to  the  State  and  I  request  that  thcv  be  surrendered 
to  me  to  be  sold  for  the  benetit  of  the  State.  I  will  sub- 
mit this  letter  and  the  receipt  book  to  the  Govr,  tor  his 
revei'sal  of  my  judgment,  if  he  thinks  it  erroueoiis. 

Xew  Berx. 


To  Andrew  Hunt. 

Sep:  IJfth  ISC).'). 
The  duties  of  mj  office  have  been  excessively  laborious 
for  many  weeks  past,  I  directed  my  clerk  to  answer  your 
first  letter  in  relation  to  your  coupons  on  yr  old  State 
bonds.  I  did  not  see  his  answer.  From  yours  of  the 
21st  ult.  which  is  before  me  I  fear  he  did  not  express 
himself  clearly.  He  was  directed  to  say  that  under  the 
Provisional  Govt.  I  neither  had  funds  or  authority  to 
pay  any  State  [^dehts?^  whatever.  The  utmost  we  can  do 
until  money  is  raised  by  taxation,  which  the  people  could 
not  now  pay,  is  raise  enough  out  of  the  fragments  of  State 
cotton,  rosin  etc.  to  pay  the  indispensable  expenses  of  the 
Provisional  Gt)vernment.  The  amount  of  old  coupons 
now  due  is  about  $2,500,000. — more  than  three  times  as 
much  as  we  ever  raised,  in  sound  currency,  in  any  year,  by 
taxation,     I  hope  the  State  will  not  repudiate. 


To  Jesse  Vi'all-ev. 

EaleictH,  Sepr  IJfth  1865. 
I  reed  and  filed  with  my  recommendations  endorsed  yr  Relating  to  state 
application  for  the  appointment  of  Xewton  Xewlin  as  P, 
M.  at  Xew  Market. 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  my  old  friends  in  Randolph 
have  ffone  oft"  half-cocked  on  the   State   debt.     Many  of 
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them,  no  doubt,  thought  they  were  following  the  lead  of 
the  Standard. .  It  noiu  occupies  exactly  my  position — 
that  the  Convention  take  no  action  on  the  subject.  The 
State  can  pay  nothing, — not  a  coupon, — under  the  most 
favorable  view,  for  more  than  a  year  from  this  date.  Why 
hurry  to  a  conclusion.  The  hest  informed  among  you 
have  not  the  knowledge  of  the  subject  necessary  to  conduct 
you  to  U  judicious  conclusion.  If  you  repudiate  the 
whole  war  debt,  you  break  every  Bank  in  the  State,  you 
destroy  the  University  and  common  school,  which  own 
about  ^  of  the  stock  in  these  Banks, — ^you  beggar  nearly 
a  thousand  widows  and  orphans  whose  all  is  invested  in 
the  Banks  and  State  bonds — and  as  to  orphans,  so  in- 
vested by  a  law  passed  long  before  the  war — and  you 
blot  out  of  our  constellation  its  brightest  star — Honesty. 
You  encourage  Dishonesty  by  State  example. 

The  old  maxim — "Honesty  is  the  best  policy"  is  true 
now  as  it  always  has  been  and  always  will  be. 

The  whole  of  this  war  debt  is  due  to  our  own  citizens. 
If  the  State  pays  none  of  it  every  body  who  holds  a  note 
on  any  Bank  of  this  State — a  N.  C.  Treasury  note  or  N. 
C.  bond  loses  in  the  ratio  that  the  State  gains.  What  the 
State  gains  her  citizens  lose.  jS^othing  would  be  gained 
as  to  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  State.  It  is  just  as  po- 
litic to  make  those  who  have  confided  in  the  honor  of  the 
State,  lose  all,  or  should  all  the  tax-payers  bear  their  share 
of  our  folly  ? 

I  own  no  Bank  stock — no  State  bonds.  I  have  a  good 
deal  of  property  left.  As  to  getting  into  the  war  or  get- 
ting out  of  it,  I  have  a  better  record  than  any  man  in  the 
State.  I  am  not  willing  to  disgrace  my  old  mother  by 
making  her  repudiate  her  debts — especially  when  she 
makes  nothing  by  it.     The  war  debt  ought  to  be  scaled. 
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To  S.  Whitahrr. 

Raleigh,  Sepr  Idtli  1805. 

Yours  of  the  16th  Aug.  is  reed. 

I  failed  at  Washiugtou  to  get  the  Govt,  to  give  up  the  ^^^/jf '"^  ^'^  ^**'® 
State  i3roperty  captured  aftei-  the  proclwmaiion  by  Geiils 
Sherman  and  Scho field  to  the  army  and  people  of  N.  C. 
that  peace  existed.  This  capture  was  rapacious  and  il- 
legal, as  I  think,  and  consequently  impolitic.  I  succeeded 
however  in  getting  an  order  forbidding  further  captures. 
I  have  succeeded  in  securing  a  good  deal  and  hope  to 
raise  enough  to  pay  current  expenses  of  the  State  one  year. 

As  to  your  inquiries — 

1.  I  think  the  State  will  pay  b.cr  ante  war  debt — but 
when  I  cannot  answer.  There  is  about  $3,500,000.  of 
due  unpaid  coupons  on  this  debt.  The  accruing  interest 
is  a  little  above  $660,000.  annually.  If  the  state  resume 
payment  soon,  the  arrearages  of  interest  will  have  to  be 
paid  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds.  The  war  debt,  including 
5-0-  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  is  about  $19,000,000. 
The  State  holds  bonds  on  R.  Rs.  and  stock  in  them  to  amt 
of  about  $10,000,000.  This  stock  is  probably  as  good  as- 
the  State  bonds.  The  war  debt  will  be  scaled  if  paid  at 
all.  I  think  it  a  balanced  question  whether  any  of  it  will 
be  paid.  The  opinion  I  entertain  that  honesty  and  policy 
require  that  we  pay  it  (scaled)  is  gaining  ground.  There 
is  danger  of  repudiation  once  begun,  it  will  reach  the 
whole  debt. 

2.  No  interest  will  be  paid  before  Feb.  1866,  if  at  all. 

3.  The  Treasury  notes  and  bonds  issued  since  the  war 
will  fare  alike. 

I  think  there  will  be  not  the  least  doubt  as  to  our  Con- 
vention yielding  to  the  demands  of  our  conquerors,  by 
abolishing  slavery.  We  are  nearly  unanimous  in  the  Con- 
vention that  the  measure  will  disappoint  its  friends — that 
it  will  be  ruinous  to  both  races^ — but  ^particularly  to  the 
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blacks.  Xo  intelligent  man  sees  any  bright  future.  The 
Yankees  who  settle  among  us  will  kill  out  many  of  the 
negroes — a  still  larger  number  wdll  perish  by  indolence. 
There  can  be  no  more  supreme  nonsense  than  the  idea  of 
making  them  the  equal  of  the  white  man.  The  negi-u,  aa 
the  white  man's  inferior,  will  not  be  taken  care  of — they 
will  perish  out  and  be  destroyed — and  in  the  mean  time 
will  terribly  clog  our  prosperity.  I  think  our  people  do 
not  maltreat  the  negro.  Generally  we  look  on  him  with 
compassion — a  compassion  little  felt  by  the  Yankees 
among  us.  We  will  co-operate  with  our  conquerors  as  far 
as  we  can,  but  we  all  know  the  scheme  of  [Word  illegible^ 
the  negro  by  this  same  [Word  illegible]  insolent  nonsense. 

I  am  much  oppressed  with  my  duties  and  cannot  find 
time  to  write  more  at  leng-th. 

Davenpobt,  Iow^a. 


To  C.  B.  MaUett. 

Sepr.  loth  1865. 

I  have  12  bbls  of  blasting  powder  belonging  to  the  State 
for  sale.  It  is  here.  I  would  like  to  sell  it  at  X.  Y.  price. 
I  communicate  the  fact,  hope  you  may  be  able  to  aid  me 
in  selling  it.  If  I  could  sell  it  all,  say  1200  lbs,  I  would 
send  it  to  Egypt  at  the  expense  of  the  State  and  take  IST. 
Y.  cost.  I  mean  by  cost  its  value  in  X.  Y.  at  the  time  of 
the  delivery. 

Fayetteville. 


To  8.  Whilalrr. 

Sept.  20th    IS 05. 
Relating  to  the  The  impression  seems  to  be  general  that  the  State  will 

Iiaymoiit  of  the  ^  ° 

State  debt.  p^y  her  autc  war  debt.     Some  however  openly  declare  for 

straight    out    repudiation  of  the  whole  State  debt — others 
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for  eompouuding.  All  the  men  of  character  and  intelli- 
gence whom  I  have  seen  are  for  paying  the  old  and  new 
debt,  scaling  the  latter  to  its  specie  value  when  created. 
I  cannot  speak  with  great  confidence  as  to  the  final  deci- 
sion. 

The  State  cannot,  at  best,  pay  any  coupons  under  a 
year. 

If  the  State  can  re-instate  her  credit,  she  will  probably 
pay  her  outstanding  coupons  by  the  issue  of  ncAv  bonds 
sometime  next  year.  The  amount  of  coupons  on  our  old 
6s  is  about  $2,500,000.  This  amt,  is  too  heavy  to  be 
paid  by  a  tax. 

All  the  reports  as  to  the  mal-treatment  of  the  negroes  in 
^  .  C  are  lies  outright. 

Davexport^  Iowa. 


To  B.  MoffjH. 

Sepr.  23  rd  1865. 

AYe  have  not  heard  a  word  from  the  election  in  Ran- 
dolph. Three  Old  Whigs  elected  by  an  immense  majority 
in  Democratic  Wake. 


To  Geo.  ^V.  Dill 

Raleigh.  Sepr.  2Ji/65. 
Yours  of  the  21st  inst.  is  received.     When  I  last  saw  Explanation  of 

laiuire  to  employ 

you  it  was  my  intention  to  ship  through  you  so  often  as  I  oin. 
should  deem  it  expedient  to  ship  through  your  port.  I 
desired  for  the  State's  interests  to  adopt  the  best  lines  and 
not  being  able  to  ascertain  satisfactorily  whether  it  was 
best  to  ship  at  ^ewbem  or  Morehead  City,  I  sent  the  first 
lot  or  two  of  cotton  to  Xewbern.  The  cotton,  sent  from 
here  in  eood  order,  arrived  minus  one  bale  in  bad  order  in 
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New  York,  as  reported  to  me  bj  my  agents  in  jSTew  York, 
I  learned  that  you  were  agent  for  a  line  of  steamers  owned 
by  the  same  company  which  owned  the  line  by  which  I 
had  shipped  from  l^ewbern.  I  wished  to  avoid  that  line 
and  therefore  addressed  another  agent. 

I  do  not  recognize  the  considerations  you  mention  as 
imposing  on  me  any  obligation  to  employ  you.  The  in- 
terest of  the  State  will  be  the  primary  consideration  with 
me.  Personally  I  desire  to  oblige  you,  but  the  question 
whether  you  lost  or  gained  by  the  salt  works  (as  to  which 
I  am  ignorant)  or  whether  your  remaining  within  the 
lines  entitles  you  to  a  preference  over  others;  (whether 
Ramsey  remained  within  the  lines  or  not  I  do  not  know) 
is  not  very  clear  to  me. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  resting  your 
claims  on  your  remaining  within  the  lines  and  on  your 
connection  with  the  salt  works,  my  jiersonal  prepossessions 
were  strongly  in  your  favor,  but  no  personal  consideration 
will  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  my  duties 
to  the  State.  My  present  information  is  that  you  have  an 
interest  in  the  line  of  steamers  to  which  you  refer:  that 
the  same  Co.  own  a  line  from  Newbern  with  which  I 
have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied — and  if  I  must  ship  by  this 
line  I  prefer  an  agent  who  is  not  interested  in  the  line. 

If  I  have  been  misinformed  and  can  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  interests  of  the  State  will  be  as  well  sub- 
served by  shipments  from  Morehead  City  through  your 
agency  as  in  any  other  way,  I  shall  prefer  you,  on  account 
of  old  acquaintance,  and  not  on  account  of  your  remaining 
within  the  lines — or  your  connection  with  the  salt  works. 

Morehead  City. 
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To  William  Clark. 

Raleigh.  SeiJr.  27/05. 

Your  letter  of  the  ISth  iust.  is  just  reed.  Your  letter 
inclosing  one  to  Br.  Milton  came  promptly  to  hand  and 
very  soon  thereafter  I  handed  him  the  letter  inclosed  to 
him.  Y'our  long  letter,  in  reply  to  niy  long  one,  has  not 
come  to  hand. 

I  have  wi'itten  to  Manning  today  asking  him  for  a  full 
statement  of  evidence  of  debt  due  you,  in  his  hands;  and 
also  for  a  statement  of  any  collections  he  may  have  made 
— and  from  whom. 

I  learn  from  Dr.  Woolen  that  you  are  under  the  impres- 
sion that  Jesse  Walker  bought  in  your  real  estate  for  your 
benefit.  This  is  a  mistaken  impression.  Br.  Milton  and 
I  held  a  consultation  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and  determined 
to  buy  it  in  for  you  if  it  went  at  a  nominal  price.  We 
had  no  confidence  in  the  title  and  had  no  idea  of  paying 
much.  At  the  date  of  the  sale  Confed.  currency  had  con- 
siderable value  and  the  property  went  off  at  a  price  far 
above  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  bid.  We  believed  (at 
least  I  did,  and  I  think  he  thus  thought)  the  war  would 
terminate  as  it  has,  Y^ou  owe  no  obligation  to  any  body 
here  for  the  protection  of  your  proj)erty.  I  think  you 
ought  to  come  here.  If  you  do,  stop  here  and  let  me  post 
you  fully  before  you  go  to  Randolph.  I  am  now  oppressed 
with  so  many  urgent  duties  that  I  can't  write  you  fully. 
The  Convention  meets  on  the  2  proximo  and  I  have  many 
voluminous  reports  yet  to  prepare  for  it. 

I  saved  yr  old  negro  man  from  being  sold  under  the 
confiscation  law. 

B.  G.  and  daughter  were  in  E".  Y''.  when  I  last  heard 
from  them.  In  his  letters  to  me  he  has  not  mentioned 
whether  he  would  visit  la. 

Sam  Jackson  and  Zebulon  Rush  are  the  delegates  from 
Randolph.  Frank  Caldwell,  R.  P.  Dick— and  friend 
Jonathan  Harris  from  Guilford. 
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Br,  Milton  has  filed  his  petition  and  throngh  my  influ- 
ence it  went  on  with  a  favorable  endorsement  from  the 
Govr,  Xo  action  seems  to  have  had  on  that  and  thou- 
sands of  others  from  this  State. 

It  was  held  at  Washington  that  I  had  been  a  traitor  by 
holding  a  seat  in  the  rebel  Legislature.  I  tiled  a  petition 
for  pardon  and  it  was  promptly  granted. 


To  I.  G.  Lash. 

Sepy.  29  IS 65. 
House*^ of  Commons      Oil  receipt  of  yours  of  yesterday  I  went  into  the  House 
and  found  very  many  of  the  most  eligible  seats  already 
labeled — and  one  labeled  for  you  by  yr.  friend  Hanes,  I 
presume.     The  seats  adjacent  to  the  one  selected  by  him, 
had  been  labelled  for  others.     I  found  three  adjacent  seats 
on  the  first  row  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  speaker's  chair, 
which  I  deemed  quite  as  eligible  as  the  one  selected  for 
you  by  Mr.  Hanes — and  I  pulled  off  his  label  and  seated 
you,  Starbuck  and  Patterson  together  in  the  location  indi- 
cated, which  I  deemed  as  good  as  I  could  find  unoccupied. 
Hoping  to  profit  much  by  your  suggestions  in  my  pres- 
ent important  and  embarrassing  position — 
Salem. 


To  D.  H.  Starhucl: 

Sepv.  29  1865. 
Accommodations         J  have  coufiiicd  mvself  to  vour  instructions — simi)lv  in- 

in  Raleign.  >  ^  i    • 

quiring  for  ^'a  good  boarding  house  and  the  terms ;   and 
making  no  election  of  a  house  or  a  room  for. — 

The  Planters',  Yarborough  and  Cooke's  are  good  houses. 
The  price  at  the  Planters'  ior  a  single  room  is  $3. 00  per 
day — at  the  Yarborough  $4.00.  There  may  be  some 
abatement  at  the  Planters'  if  two  occup}'  one  room. 
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I  have  bad  no  chance  to  see  Cooke,     I  used  to  board 
witb  bini  and  like  bis  House. 

Really  oppressed  with  my  duties. 
SALE:\r. 


To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Raleigh  *SV/;/-.  29/65. 
I  inclose  copy  of  D  Heaton's  answer — would  like  to  have  Reiatins- to  eoi- 

^  .  lection  of  state 

copies  01  the  evidence  taken  to  prove  that  the  05-4  bales  property, 
were  not  rej^orted  or  taken  into  possession  by  an  olticer  of 
the  r.  S.  till  after  the  8th  July  1865. 

I  am  informed  by  a  treasury  agent  (U.  S.)  that  H.  C. 
Michaux,  King's  Mountain,  Gaston  County,  X.  C,  re- 
ported to  him  400  bales  at  Cherryville,  Cleveland  County, 
35  miles  from  Charlotte;  and  12  bales  at  Oat's  Factory, 
Lincoln  County.  This  was  probably  Confederate  cotton. 
If  the  evidences  were  made  out  against  the  holder  the 
State  could  make  a  generous  settlement  with  the  holder 
and  both  parties  be  benefitted. 

Charlotte. 


To  Geo.  Makepeace. 

Raleigh  Sepr.  20th  1865. 
I  am  truly  v^xed  that  you  have  made  out  no  statement  Demandinga 

•^  t  statement  ot 

of  the  accounts  between  Cedar  Falls  Co.  and  the  State.  a<'count. 
My  attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  the  100  bales 
of  cotton  you  got  just  at  the  close  of  the  war.  From  what 
you  told  me  I  supposed  you  could  show  that  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  and  was  the  property  of  Cedar  Falls  Co.,  but  that 
something  was  due  to  the  State.  I  get  no  State  property 
of  any  consequence  except  by  summoning  the  parties  here 
and  extorting  the  evidence  upon  oath.  Xotwithstanding 
my  interest  in  the  Company,  I  shall  resort  to  the  same 
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course  with  you,  if  a  written  exhibit  be  not  made  very 
soon.     Your  delay  in  making  this  showing,  without  any 
explanation,  seems  to  me  inexcusable. 
Franklins  viLLE. 


To  J .  J.  Jackson. 

Oct.  6th  1865. 
Relating  to  1  jiave  hopcs  that  the  efficient  measures  to  compel  Kichd. 

private  business  '■  ^ 

affairs.  Harris  and  others  to  give  up  cotton  to  the  State  bought 

with  Confederate  money,  may  wake  up  E.  Ingram  to  the 
necessity  of  letting  me  have  my  cotton. 

His  failure  to  comply  with  his  bargin  has  damaged  me 
more  than  $100.  Dr.  Roberts  and  my  two  wagons  and 
teams  have  speni  more  than  two  weeks  after  the  cotton  and 
got  .nothing.  Sam.  saw  Ingram  last  week.  He  seemed 
inclined  to  let  me  have  the  cotton,  but  thought  I  would 
give  liim  something  more.  Kather  than  be  annoyed  with 
a  controversy,  if  he  will  pick  and  pack  good  cotton,  in 
goo'l  order  and  deliver  it,  will  pay  him.  $100.  more  as 
soon  as  I  can  get  the  cotton  to  N.  Y.  and  I  will  send  it 
forward  as  quick  as  transportation  can  be  had.  To  this 
end  you  may  employ  teams  and  of  the  26  bales  now  packed 
and  the  rest  as  fast  as  he  gets  it  baled.  The  baling  and 
rope  is  at  Sam's  house  in  Asheboro  and  would  have  to  be 
sent  for — and  if  there  is  not  enough,  notify  me  and  I  will 
send  enough  from  here. 

Should  he  agree  to  put  it  up  for  me,  get  off  the  26  bales, 
and  hire  an  agent  for  me  to  superintend  the  picking  and 
packing  of  the  rest.  He  has  damaged  cotton  in  bales  and 
I  fear  fraud. 

I  do  not  desire  you  to  make  at  once  the  offer  to  pay 
$100.  After  you  see  him  and  converse  with  him  adopt 
the  course  you  deem  best- — showing  him  my  letter  to  the 
Govr.  and  Genl  Ruger's  order  may  not  be  amiss.  He  will 
show  you  a  letter  T  wrote  him  after  Dr.  Robert's  return. 
I  may  s(>nd  you  a  copy  of  it  to-morrow. 


CORKESPONDENOE    GV    JojfATIIAN    WoKTIL.  429 

I  inclose  powers  of  atto.  The  quantity  of  cotton  he 
owes  me  is  25000  lbs. 

Mr.  Hammond  has  handed  me  package  of  affidavits 
taken  by  you  which  I  will  try  to  read  to-night.     All  well. 

Charlotte. 


To  General  Huge}'. 

Oct.  10th  1865. 

My  agent  at  Greensboro  reports  to  me  that  Capt.  Lyons 
had  not  reed  from  you  the  telegram  you  told  me  you  would 
send  him  in  relation  to  State  property  (other  than  cotton) 
in  his  hands.  Presuming  you  have  forgotten  to  send  it,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  it. 


To  M.  Jar  veil 

Oct.  11th  1865. 

Did  you  get  a  box  from  me  containing  some  empty  bot- 
tles and  a  letter  asking  you  to  fill  them  with  some  good 
whisky  or  brandy  and  to  send  them  to  me  by  R.  R.  I  am 
particularly  dry. 

High  Point. 


To  John  Pool  &  Lewis  Thompson. 

Oct.  16th  1865. 
I  have  been  in  most  painful  uncertitude  for  some  days  Announcing  his 

J^  decision  to  run  for 

past,  whether  I  should  allow  my  name  to  be  used  as  a  governor. 
Candidate  for  Grovr.     Many  of  my  cherished  friends,  and 
chief  among  them,  yourselves  from  prudential  motives,  as 
well   as  personal  regard  for  me,   have  earnestly  pressed 
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me,  not  to  consent.  Love  of  quiet,  an  earnest  desire  to 
conform  to  yonr  views,  and  the  personal  kindness  I  have 
for  several  years  experienced  from  Mr.  Holden  have  been 
weighed  against  the  questions  of  principle  involved. 

One  of  those  principles  is  that  it  is  expedient  to  yield 
to  the  supposed  wishes  of  the  Prest. 

Believing  the  Prest.  to  be  a  genuine  Union  man,  I 
deem  him  incapable  of  desiring  that  his  preferences  should 
control  the  vote  of  the  State  and  for  good  reasons,  he 
would  rather  a  Union  man,  of  any  consistent  record,  were 
elected  over  Mr.  Holden. 

The  course  Gov.  Holden  has  pursued  in  refusing  even 
a  hearing  to  so  steadfast  a  Union  man,  as  Turner,  and  in 
recommending  the  susjDension  of  a  pardon  to  Graham, 
Gilmer  and  others  of  like  stripe,  while  he  favored  the 
pardon  of  Bridgers,  Arrington,  Cameron  and  other  seces- 
sionists, has  produced  indignation  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  the  best  men  in  the  State.  With  the  utmost  deference 
to  your  views,  and  with  painful  misgivings,  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  judgment,  when  differing  from  you,  I  think 
the  real  interests  of  the  State  require  that  the  name  of  a 
consistent  o|)ponent  of  disunion  ought  to  be  run ;  and  be- 
lieving that  a  large  number  of  consistent  Union  men  have 
their  minds  fixed  on  me  than  on  any  other  man  for  the 
present,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  allow  them  the  use  of  my 
name,  and  I  assent  to  this  sense  of  duty  with,  the  painful 
feeling  with  which  I  recorded  my  vote  in  1861,  against 
the  call  of  a  Convention.  If  the  result  shall  be  now,  as 
then,  against  the  popular  wdll,  I  shall  have  now,  as  then, 
a  consolation  of  which  nobody  can  deprive  me — and  which 
I  value  above  all  other  things — the  conviction  that  I  have 
done  m}'  duty. 

I  have  not  made  kno\m  this  decision  to  any  person 
whatever,  and  announce  it  to  you  first  of  all,  on  account 
of  the  friendly  solicitude  you  have  exhibited  to  induce  me 
to  adopt  a  different  decision. 
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In  easting  your  votes  against  nie,  which  I  infer  you 
will  feel  it  your  duty  to  do,  I  beg  you  to  feel  assured  that 
I  accord  to  you  the  right  I  exercise  for  myself,  to  vote 
according  to  your  convictions  of  duty,  and  shall  feel  for 
you  and  other  valued  friends  who  may  concur  in  your 
views  the  same  sincerity  of  friendship  which  has  always 
existed  between  us. 

To  avoid  the  collision  I  would  willingly  submit  to  a 
majority  of  the  Convention  a  decision  of  the  question 
whether  Gov.  Ilolden  or  myself  shall  be  the  Candidate.  J 
do  not  know  the  wishes  of  one  half  the  members.  I  have 
made  known  this  suggestion  to  no  one. 

[P.  S.] — In  my  last  interview  ^^^th  you  I  had  a  strong- 
disposition  not  to  allow  my  name  to  be  run   and  so  ex- 
pressed myself  to  yon,  but  I  have  never  peremptorily  de-     . 
cided  on  the  matter  till  now — and  have  not  even  announced 
this  decision  to  any  person  whatever,  excepting  yourselves. 


To  ^y.  ^y.  Uoiden: 

Kaleigh,  Oct.  11  til  1S65. 

I  have  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  pressing  solicitations  of  ;^^"Xdacv°to '^ 
friends  to  allow  my  name  to  be  run  as  Civil  Governor  of  sovemor. 
North  Carolina,  and  as  I  presume  you  intend  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  the  same  office  it  occurs  to  me  as  possible  that  you 
may  [prefer]   on  this  account  that  another  ehould  fill  the 
position  of  Provisional  Treasurer  during  the  continuance          t 
of  your  present  administration:  and  I  therefore  respect- 
fully tender  to  you  my  resignation,  to  take  effect  at  any 
time  when  you  may  make  known  your  wishes  to  this  effect, 
assuring  you  however  that  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  dili- 
gently attend  to  all  the  duties  of  the  office.   I  do  not  propose 
to  make  anv  Canvass,  or  otherwise  withdraw  mv  attention 


'  This  letter  was  never  sent. 
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from  mj  responsible  official  duties.  I  am  determined  that 
on  my  part,  nothing  shall  be  done  which  shall  furnish  any 
just  cause  for  any  personal  estrangement  between  us ;  and 
I  am  willing,  if  it  be  your  j^leasure,  to  continue  to  dis- 
charge my  duties  as  I  have  hitherto  done. 

I  desire  that  the  personal  rivalry  between  us  as  may  be 
generous,  furnishing  no  occasion  for  marring  the  friendly 
and  personal  and  official  relations  which  have  existed  be- 
tween us. 


governor 


To  J  aim  Pool. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  17th,  ISO 5. 

ctucUdacTflr"'  ^  ^^^'6  clccidcd  that  it  is  my  duty  to  yield  my  assent  to 

the  earnest  wishes  of  my  friends,  to  allow  my  name  to  be 
run  for  Governor. 

On  many  accounts  I  have  yielded  with  positive  pain. 
It  grieves  me  to  take  a  step  against  the  wishes  of  such 
valued  friends  as  yourself,  Thompson,  Reade,  Caldwell  & 
Donnell:  but  I  am  certain  that  Mr.  Holden  cannot  be 
elected  Civil  Governor  without  extreme  dissatisfaction  to 
a  very  large  number  of  the  voters  of  the  State.  I  am 
deeply  sensible  to  the  expediency  of  harmony,  but  this 
harmony  can  be  attained  only  in  one  way,  the  withdrawal 
of  Govr.  Holden. 

If  he  would  come  out  in  a  card  declaring  his  willing- 
ness to  withdraw,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  I  think  there 
would  be  no  bitterness  of  feeling  against  me  and  he  would 
l^lace  himself  in  a  far  more  enviable  position,  than  he 
would  occupy,  elected  Govr.  with  so  animosity  existing 
against  him :  or,  if  deemed  best,  both  of  us  might  with- 
draw, under  an  agreement  that  the  name  of  Judge  Reade 
should  be  run.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  practica- 
ble plan  of  procuring  harmony. 
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To  B.  S.  Hedrid:' 

Raleigh,  Oct.  18/65. 

Can  any  thing  be  done  to  eonnter-act  the  impression 
which  Holdens'  friends  mainly  rely  npon,  that  my  election 
over  him  would  be  disagreeable  to  the  South  and  the 
Korth  ?     It  must  be  done  quickly,  if  at  all. 

"Washixgtg^',  D.  C. 


To  A.   W.  IngoJd. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  18/65. 
Yours  of  the  ITth  has  reached  me  to-day  too  late  for  apenyingthat 

''  Holden  was  the 

reply  by  to-day's  mail.  presiriem's  choice. 

I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Prest  desires  Mr. 
Holden's  election  as  Civil  Govr,  and  have  not  the  least  idea 
that  he  or  any  other  disinterested  Union  man  has  any  re- 
pugnance to  my  election.  The  whole  course  of  Prest 
Johnson  forbids  the  idea  that  he  would,  by  the  exj^ression 
of  his  will,  or  otherwise,  interfere  with  the  free  right  of 
the  people  to  vote.  It  is  a  very  efficient  and  unworthy 
expedient,  based  on  the  idea  that  the  Prest  is  a  tyrant  and 
the  people  servile — ^but  it  is  inexpedient,  as  I  think,  for 
me  to  say  more  for  the  public  than  I  have  said  in  my  cir- 
cular published  in  the  Sentinel  of  to-day. 

You  will  see  that  53  members  of  the  Convention  signed 
an  invitation  to  Gov.  H.  to  be  a  candidate.  Every  mem- 
ber was  approached.  The  inference  is  that  67  refused. 
Manv  of  those  who  siciied  were  induced  to  do  so  bv  its 


^  B.  S.  Hedriek,  a  native  of  Davidson  coimty,  was  a  graduate  of  the 
State  University,  and  profess'T  from  1854  to  1856,  when  he  was  forced 
out  by  the  trustees,  public  opinion  be'ng  much  aroused  by  his  aboh- 
tion  sentiments.  He  became  Chemical  Examiner  of  the  United  States 
Patent  Office  in  1861.  W.  W.  Holden  had  been  the  first  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  his  anti-slavery  doctrines,  and  vehemently 
demanded  in  his  paper,  the  Standard,  Hedrick's  dismissal.  As  might 
be  supposed  Mr.  Hedriek  bore  him  no  great  amount  of  good  will. 

28 


434  CoiiRESrOXDEXCE    OF    JOA'ATHAN    WoKTH. 

being  represented  to  them  that  I  would  not  run.  Whether 
I  can  be  elected  or  not,  with  so  many  men  silenced  by 
favors  from  the  Govr — and  so  many  who  felt  his  iniluence 
is  to  be  seen :  but  you  may  rely  on  this,  that  I  have  numer- 
ous and  influential  men  ardently  supporting  me  through- 
out the  State.  I  know  not  what  support  I  shall  have  from 
the  press.  I  am  gratified  at  the  expression  of  yr  intention 
to  support  me. 

You  will  understand  that  no  portion  of  this  letter  is 
intended  for  the  press. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  Prest  would  prefer  my  election 
over  Holden  but  I  have  not  such  evidence  of  it  as  I  can 
give  to  the  press, 

Greensboro. 


To  W.  ^^\  Holden. 

Kaleigh,  Oct.  18th  1865. 
Offering  to  resig-n        I  decided  two  davs  ago  to  allow  my  friends  to  run  mv 

as  provisional  ^  o  i/  » 

treasurer.  name  as  SL  Candidate  for  Civil  Governor  of  the  State.     As 

you  are  a  Candidate  for  the  same  position,  and  I  hold  the 
office  of  Public  Treasurer  under  your  appointment,  it  oc- 
curs to  me  as  possible  that  it  may  not  be  agreeable  to  you 
for  me  to  continue  in  my  present  position.  I  therefore 
tender  to  you  my  resig-nation  to  take  eifect  whenever  you 
shall  appoint  my  successor,  assuring  you  however  that  in 
the  mean  time  I  will  diligently  attend  to  all  the  duties  of 
the  office.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  canvass  or  (Other- 
wise withdraw  my  attention  from  my  responsible  official 
duties.  I  am  determined  that  on  my  part  nothing  shall 
be  done  which  shall  furnish  any  just  cause  foi  any  per- 
sonal estrangement  between  us:  and  I  am  willing,  if  it  be 
your  pleasure,  to  continue  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my 
office  as  I  have  hitherto  done,  so  long  as  it  may  be  agree- 
able to  you. 

I    desire   that    the   personal    rivalry   between   us    for    a 
highly  honoral)le  positiou,  may  be  generous,  furnishing  no 
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jusi  occasion  for  marring  the  friendly,  personal  and  offi- 
cial relations  which  have  hitherto  existed  between  us. 


To  A.  M.  TomU)isu)i. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  IStli  ISO-j. 
Your  neighborhood  was  the  first  in  the  State  to  propose  Explaining  reasons 

for  liis  candidacy. 

mj  name  as  your  first  choice  lor  (jovernor.  1  am  no 
manager  for  political  preferment,  and  though  gratified  by 
the  compliment,  had  little  expectation  then  that  such  a 
pressure  would  be  made  upon  me  as  constrains  me  to  allow 
my  name  to  be  used  as  a  Candidate.  When  you  see  53 
members  of  the  Convention  soliciting  Gov.  Holden  to  run 
you  may  think  him  a  volunteer.  Remember  there  are 
67  more  who  would  not  sigTi  it — And  of  the  53  many 
were  induced  to  sign  by  assurance  that  I  would  not  con- 
sent to  run.  I  yielded  mth  extreme  reluctance,  very 
many  of  the  53  who  are  my  particular  friends,  were  under 
obligations  to  Gov.  Holden  for  favoring  their  pardons, 
giving  them  or  their  friends  appointments,  etc.  These 
wished  to  vote  for  me  of  choice,  but  felt  under  constraint. 
Some  of  these  among  them,  Pool,  Thompson,  Donuell,  Tod 
Caldwell  and  others,  begged  me  not  to  run,  because  they 
greatly  preferred  me  but  felt  their  hands  tied.  The  most 
of  the  straight  out  old  anti  secession  men,  would  not  vote 
for  Holden,  who  had  taught  disunion  so  long.  All  who 
would  not  vote  for  him  with  one  voice  centered  on  me. 
The  pressure  was  irresistible.  My  record  is  the  best  in 
the  State,  as  all  concede. 

I  inclose  my  card  to  the  jjublic  and  snatch  a  little  time 
to  say  that  my  mortification  would  be  great  indeed,  even 
if  I  were  elected,  if  Randolph  should  not  stand  up  to  me 
as  in  times  past.  If  she  does  not,  it  will  be  because  Ran- 
dolph has  changed  and  not  I.  !N"ot  one  of  those  who  will 
vote  against  me  contends  that  I  am  less  competent  than 
my  competitor.  They  insist  that  an  old  Secessionist — a 
new  convert  to  Union,  will  be  preferred  by  the  Prest  and 
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Congress  over  one  whose  life  is  consistently  for  Union.     I 
need  not  say  to  you  that  this  is  all  guess  work. 

]May  I  hope  for  a  rally  of  my  old  friends?     I  hope  so. 


Mr.   ^Yor■th's  Circular.'^ 
His  Record  As  a  Union  Man.     His  Consistency,  tC-c,  £c. 

For  some  time  past,  I  have  been  earnestly  pressed  by  my 
friends  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  wdio  respect  my  constant 
opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  secession  and  my  adhesion  to 
the  Uuion,  to  allow  my  name  to  be  run  as  a  candidate  for 
civil  Governor  of  this  State. 

I  have  listened  reluctantly  to  these  solicitations  for  sev- 
eral reasons.  I  love  quiet,  and  desire  to  avoid  the  vitu- 
peration which  is  unfortunately  the  common  consequence 
of  being  a  candidate  for  political  position. 

A  further  consideration  which  has  operated  upon  me, 
has  been  the  fears  of  many  that  rivalry  for  this  position 
might  produce  angry  discussion  at  a  time  when  it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  quietly  and  harmoniously  resume 
our  place  around  the  board  of  the  old  Union. 

If  I  thought  my  being  a  candidate  would  be  prejudicial 
to  our  full  restoration  to  the  Union,  I  would  be  the  last 
man  to  countenance  the  use  of  my  name.  Why  should 
the  President  or  Congress  object  to  my  being  elected  Gov- 
ernor of  ^orth  Carolina  ? 
Relates  his  record.  The  journals  of  our  General  Assembly  of  1831,  when 
Mr.  Calhoun's  splendid  talents  gave  prominence  to  JSTulli- 
fication,  show  that  I  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  denouncing  that  doctrine.  This  resolution. 
after  a  violent  debate,  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority, 
and  gave  the  quietus  to  this  doctrine  in  !N"orth  Carolina. 
When  it  revived  in  this  State  under  the  new  name  of  se- 


1  Published  in  the  Sentinel  of  October  18,  1865. 
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cession,  and  was  advocated  by  some  of  our  proiiiincnt  pa- 
pers in  the  session  of  1860-61,  the  journals  show,  and  most 
of  you  will  remember  how,  in  a  forlorn  minority,  I  con- 
stantly combatted  it. 

When  at  last,  in  January,  1861,  a  majority  passed  the 
bill  submitting  it  to  the  people  in  a  time  of  terror  and 
excitement,  to  decide  whether  they  would  have  a  Conven- 
tion, the  action  of  which  was  to  be  restricted  to  national 
affairs,  I  voted  against  it,  and  addressed  a  circular  to  my 
constituents,  giving  reasons  why  I  thought  they  should 
vote  "ISTo  Convention."  The  immense  majority  by  which 
they  sustained  my  views  gave  me  more  satisfaction  than 
any  event  of  my  political  life.  This  circular  was  inserted 
in  most  of  the  newspapers  published  west  of  Raleigh. 

In  May,  1861,  after  the  war  had  commenced,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  was  called  in  extra  session,  and  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session  a  bill  for  the  calling  of  a  Convention 
passed  its  three  readings.  The  journals  of  the  Senate 
show  that  I  offered  an  amendment,  providing  that  no  action 
of  the  Convention  amending  the  constitution  of  the  State 
or  annexing  or  confederating  us  with  another  government 
should  have  any  validity  until  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the 
people ;  and  upon  the  rejection  of  this  amendment  I  voted, 
on  the  third  reading,  with  only  two  others — Turner,  of 
Orange,  and  Sharpe,  of  Iredell — against  the  bill. 

The  immense  majority  of  my  countrymen  (above  two 
thousand  five  hundred  votes  "iSTo  Convention"  to  forty-five 
votes  "Convention")  evinced  their  approval  of  my  con- 
duct. I  was  earnestly  pressed  to  allow  my  name  to  be  run 
for  the  Convention  of  1861.  In  a  public  address  to  a  vast 
assembly  of  my  countrymen,  they  will  remember  how 
earnestly  I  besought  them  not  to  vote  for  me.  I  knew  the 
Convention  would  secede.  I  seemed  under  surrounding 
circumstances,  inevitable ;  but  I  apprehended  the  terrible 
consequences  which  has  followed  and  w^as  unwilling  to 
participate. 
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I  could  not  get  the  assent  of  my  mind  or  heart  to  take 
part  in  the  beginning,  of  what  I  was  sure  would  be  one  of 
the  most  terrible  convulsions  in  history.  I  have  at  all 
times  since  looked  back  on  its  course  in  all  these  instances 
with  great  satisfaction.  How  then  can  my  election  as 
Governor  of  IN^orth  Carolina  give  offense  to  the  President 
or  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  friend 
of  our  glorious  Union  ? 

The  pretense  constantly  pressed  that  no  other  man 
whom  you  can  elect,  excepting  an  appointee  of  the  Presi- 
dent, would  be  satisfactory  to  the  President,  does  him 
great  injustice.  He  does  not  demand  of  us  a  surrender 
of  our  manhood.  Every  act  of  his  and  the  military  offi- 
cers in  this  State  under  his  command  proves  that  he 
wishes  you  to  cast  your  votes  for  men  of  your  free  choice. 
Witness  his  action  in  Mississippi,  where  the  Confederate 
General  Humphreys  was  elected  over  the  nominee  of  the 
State  Convention,  and  the  President  immediately  granted 
his  pardon. 
Tohnfon^  President  'j'j^g  President  is  a  great  and  sagacious  statesman. 
When  we  promise  our  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  he 
believes  us.  He  knows  that  confidence  on  one  side  begets 
confidence  on  the  other.  When  Governor  Sharkey  of 
Mississippi  lately  ordered  the  organization  of  two  compa- 
nies of  militia  for  each  county,  to  preserve  order,  and  in- 
vited the  young  men  lately  disbanded  as  Confederate  sol- 
diers to  join  said  companies,  General  Slocum,  the  United 
States  officer  in  command  in  that  State,  forbade  such  or- 
ganization, on  the  ground  that  men  so  lately  in  the  army 
of  the  Confederacy  ought  not  to  be  trusted  Avitli  arms. 
The  President  directed  General  Slocum  to  revoke  his 
order,  and  sustained  Governor  Sharkey. 

In  this  he  showed  that  he  is  not  a  narrow-minded  nuiu. 
He  knew  that  the  soldiers  who  had  been  true  to  their  col- 
ors when  fighting  under  the  Southern  flag,  would  not  for- 
feit their  military  honor  when  they  entered  service  under 
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the  flag-  of  the  United  States.  Nobody  now  meditates 
furthd-  resistance  to  the  United  States,  and  I  hope  the  day 
is  not  distant  when  a  general  amnesty  will  be  granted. 

I  trust  the  action  of  our  Convention  now  sitting,  will 
satisfy  the  whole  nation  as  to  our  earnest  desire  to  return 
to  full  communion  with  the  United  States. 

In  consenting  to  be  a  candidate  for  Governor,  I  have  no 
intention  to  assail  any  one.  Nothing  shall  be  done  on  my 
part  which  can  be  justly  offensive  to  any  person.  I  hope 
that  any  rivalry  for  a  highly  honorable  position  which 
may  occur,  will  be  manly  and  generous,  and  that  nothing 
will  take  place  to  mar  the  friendly  personal  relations  which 
now  exist  between  myself  and  any  other  citizen. 

I  have  endeavored  as  Provisional  Treasurer,  under  the 
appointment  of  Governor  Holden,  to  discharge  all  my 
duties  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  and  consequently 
for  the  success  of  his  administration,  and  he  has  promptly 
given  me  all  the  aid  I  have  asked  of  him,  in  securing  ihe 
public  property,  and  in  the  execution  of  all  my  duties. 

I  know  of  no  other  matters  not  embraced  in  my  reports 
to  the  Convention,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Convention, 
which  I  approve,  about  which  you  may  wieh  to  know  my 
opinion. 

If  it  should  be  your  pleasure  to  elevate  me  to  the  hon- 
orable and  responsible  position  to  which  I  aspire,  my  past 
life  and  conduct  are  the  best  guaranty  I  can  offer,  as  to 
what  may  be  expected  from  me.  As  far  as  my  official  po- 
sition would  enable  me  to  do  it,  l)oth  from  inclination  and 
from  conviction  of  duty,  I  should  endeavor  to  soften  the 
animosities  Avhich  have  gro^^m  out  of  the  hon*ible  war  now 
happily  ended.  If  some  of  us  have  gTievously  ca-red, 
grievously  have  all  of  us  atoned  for  it.  I  should  endeavor 
to  encourage  a  spirit  of  nuitual  forgiveness — a  return  to 
the  habits  of  law  and  order  and  steadfast  attachment  to 
the  Union,  which  made  us  so  great  and  so  prosperous  a 
people  whilst  we  adhered  to  the  counsels  of  Washington. 
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If  the  great  body  of  those  whom  we  lately  called  our  ene- 
mies shall  concur,  as  I  hope  and  believe  they  will,  in  the 
generous  policy  of  the  President,  the  wounds  we  have  mu- 
tually inflicted  will  heal,  and  fraternity  of  feeling  return. 

Jonathan  Worth. 


To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Ealeigh,  Oct.  20th  1865. 

^lition^ofbuJness      Yours  of  the  13th  iust.  came  to  hand  by  to-day's  mail. 
state!^^°"^°  ^  ^        I  thank  you  for  the  fact  it  evinces  that  you  have  confi- 
dence in  my  honor  and  in  my  personal  regfird  for  you. 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  go  largely  into  the  subject  of  jour 
letter. 

In  the  first  place  let  me  assure  you  that  if  any  suspects 
you  of  any  species  of  peculation,  the  suspicion  is  confined 
to  the  band  of  a  very  small  number  of  very  ignoble  men. 

Even  Lewis  Thompson,  whose  prejudices  have  allied 
him  with  Mr.  Holden,  admitted  to  me  last  week  that  there 
was  no  ground  to  charge  you  with  peculation  or  the  least 
connivance  at  it  in  any  body  else. 

The  proposition  to  investigate  sprung  chiefly  out  of  the 
report  of  White  as  to  Flanner's  detention  of  a  large  sum — 
and  the  account  exhibited  by  J.  T.  Hughes  as  to  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  $10,000.  gold  placed  in  his  hands  to 
buy  rosin.  His  vouchers  for  rosin  bought  would  not 
cover  $700.  of  the  gold,  but  vouchers  for  traveling  expen- 
ses and  other  business  than  the  purchase  of  rosin, — some 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars,  for  corn,  paid  Power, 
Lane  &  Co.  for  repacking  cotton, — some  $2200.  in  gold 
paid  to  Major  Devereux  and  Dowd  and  for  freight  on  cot- 
ton from  Wilmington  to  Fayetteville — some  $1500.,  re- 
tained on  account  of  an  alleged  advance  of  this  amt  to  the 
crew  of  the  ''Advance"  on  his  rtturn  from  Eurojx^  and 
about  $72,000.  of  Con  money,  reed  for  the  sale  of  gold. 
This  showing,   on'  its  face,  doesn't  look  Avell.     He   rests 
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such  of  these  expenditures  as  are  not  warranted  by  his 
commission,  on  alleged  verbal  orders  from  you. 

You  will  have  seen  what  White  says  of  Flanner.  It 
seems  that  he  has  7000.  or  8,000  in  his  hands  which  White 
could  not  prevail  on  him  to  pay  over. 

'No  one  abhors  the  tyranny  which  oppresses  you  more 
than  I.  do.  It  must  be  distressing  to  you,  but  there  is 
certainly  a  brighter  day  ahead  for  you.  I  need  not  say 
to  a  man  of  your  determined  ^^all,  that  you  must  not  be- 
come dispondent.  You  have  hosts  of  friends  and  when 
they  can  speak  with  safety  they  will  speak. 

Having  been  constrained  to  be  a  Candidate  for  Govr.. 
I  have  tendered  my  resigiiatioii  as  Public  Treas,  offering 
however  to  continue  in  my  present  office  until  Govr. 
Holden  shall  choose  to  appoint  my  successor.  On  sev- 
eral accounts,  none  of  which  are  personal,  I  would  prefer 
to  remain  in  office — but  I  am  mistaken  if  my  sin  be  not 
visited  with  swift  decapitation. 

Give  my  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Vance. 

Statesville. 


To  E.  M.  AXelhoni. 

Kaleigh,  Oct.  lO/65. 

I  sent  to  the  R.  R.  a  hasty  note  to  you  and  some  circular 
tickets,  etc.  Whether  a  suitable  agency  was  found  by 
which  they  could  be  sent  is  uncertain, — and  Mr.  Bynum 
having  agreed  to  carry  a  bundle  for  me,  I  send  another 
small  lot.  If  from  any  cause  you  should  be  unwilling  to 
support  me,  I  know  you  will  oblige  me  by  placing  the  in- 
closure  in  the  hands  of  some  friend  who  will  give  the  the 
right  direction.. 

P.S.  The  press  already  teems  with  lies,  such  as  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  paying  all  the  war  debt — that  nobody  but 
Gov.  Holden  can  get  us  into  the  Union,  etc.  Tliey  are 
frightened  and  will  resort  to  every  means  to  prejudice  me. 

WlI-KESBGRf). 
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To  B.  G.  Worth. 

Kaleigh,  Oct.  20/65. 

When  I  saw  you  last  I  inferred  from  what  you  said 
that  you  had  money  you  were  not  likely  to  use  for  a  few 
months.     If  so,  lend  me  $500.  to  be  paid  on  call. 

I  have  tendered  my  resignation  and  think  it  will  be 
accepted. 

It  sounds  here  like  I  was  going  to  be  elected  Govr.  by  a 
large  majority.  If  not,  I  shall  listen  favorably  to  your 
propositions. 

I  will  be  at  Roxana's  next  Monday  and  Tuesday. 
Would  like  to  get  the  $500.  there.  If  it  were  $700.  or 
$800.  it  would  suit  better. 


To  B.  S.  Hedrick. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  21  1865. 

I  inclose  the  last  Standard.  Read  it — particularly  the 
brief  article  headed  ''the  issue."  It  will  be  hard  to  re- 
sist the  effect  of  the  will  of  the  president,  as  expounded 
by  Mr.  Holden,  that  the  issue  is  Ilolden  and  "Go  Back"- — 
or  Worth  and  ''Stay  Out"  of  the  Union.  As  the  Standard 
is  edited  by  a  son  of  Gov.  Holden,  it  is  understood  as  ex- 
pounding the  President's  will.  I  am  persuaded  the  Pres- 
ident M^ould  allow  us  a  free  election.  The  impression  is 
made  that  the  Prest.  reejuires  the  election  of  Mr.  Ilolden 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  our  re-aelmission  into  the 
Union.      This  is  the  only  obstacle  to  my  edection. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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To  F.  E.  Shoher.' 

EALEic4n,  Oct.  21/65. 

candidacy. 


I   thank  vou  for  your  encouraging   letter  of  the   19th  I'leiatingtfhis 


mst. 

I  entered  the  contest  with  extreme  reluctance,  knowing 
how  unscrupulously  I  would  be  assailed  by  my  vindictive 
opponent,  and  the  immense  odds  the  use  of  his  late  patron- 
age gives  him  over  me :  but  the  accounts  thus  far  received 
from  every  direction  are  most  cheering  to  me  and  I  now 
have  hopes  of  beating  him  largely. 

You  will  see  that  the  Standard  is  itself  again. 

In  this  short  race  every  thing  depends  on  the  activity  of 
my  friends  and  I  am  glad  to  know  that  they  generally  en- 
ter the  race  with  much  more  zeal,  than  the  other  side  does. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  I  will  beat  him  largely  in 
the  East. 

[P.  S.] — Can  the  Iredell  paper  be  induced  to  go  for 
me  ? 

Salisbury. 


To  J.  ^^\  Payne. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  23/65. 

I  found  to-day  among  some  papers  which  reached  here 
with  the  executive  papers  from  Greensboro  the  annexed 
right  of  Jno.  R.  Hancock  for  tAvo-horse  State  wagon.  I 
don't  know  Hancock. 

Did  Col.  Ruger  have  the  wagons  turned  over  to  you  ? 

What  do  you  hear  as  to  my  prospects  of  beating  Gov. 
Hoi  den  ? 


1  Francis  E.  Shober  of  Rowan,  was  an  opponent  of  secession,  and 
was  a  conservative  member  of  the  Legislatures  of  1862  and  1864.  In 
1868  and  in  1870  he  was  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Democrat.  He  was 
acting  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  from  1881  to  1883 
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It  is  conceded  here  that  I  will  get  a  large  majority  East 
of  here. 

I  am  told  that  Mr.  Dick  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
Guilford  and  Eandolph  would  go  against  me.  God  for- 
bid it. 

Geeensboeo. 


To  P.  R.  Harden. 

Ealeigh  Oct.  23/65 
I  have  inquired  of  the  officer  who  has  charge  of  the 
pardoning  department  in  the  Governor's  office,  as  to  your 
pardon.  He  says  your  pardon  has  not  come  to  hand — that 
it  has  been  advertised  as  having  been  received,  it  was  a 
mistake. 

Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  Avhat  the  peo- 
ple say  about  voting  for  or  against  their  old  school-man 
for  Governor? 
Geaham. 


Thomas  Brancli  &  Sons. 

Raleigh  Oct.  23/65 
JSTo  notice  has  been  specially  served  on  the  Pub.  Treasr. 
so  far  as  I  am  informed,  forbidding  the  payment  of  the 
Floyd  bonds  or  the  coupons  thereon — nor  can  I  perceive 
how  the  State  could  justify  the  with-holding  of  payment, 
if  such  notice  had  been  served.  They  are  all  payable  to 
bearer. 

Peteesburg.  Va. 
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To  J  no.  L.  Brown. 

Raleigh.  Oct.  2oth  1865. 
Your  eueouragiiig  letter  is  rccd.   for  which  accept   my  Expressing  hope  of 

1         n  T^  •  "^1  -1  •    1  1  '    election. 

thanks.  Ivnowiug  the  power  Avith  my  opponent  wields, 
the  patronage  by  which  he  has  bought  np  so  many  and 
the  vindicative  and  nnscrnpulous  assaults  which  will  be 
made  on  me,  I  consented  to  be  candidate  with  extreme  re- 
luctance. I  am  now  much  cheered  by  all  the  intelligence 
reaching  me  from  every  part  of  the  State.  I  feel  confi- 
dent, if  my  friends  are  active,  that  I  shall  beat  him  badly. 

I  am  surprised  that  Mr.  Yates  should  prefer  Mr. 
Holdeii  over  me. 

I  think  repudiating  ordinance  does  not  apply  to  any  of 
the  internal  improvement  bonds. 

Charlotte. 


To  Dr.  ^y.  P.  Pugh. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  2S/65. 
Yours  of  the  26th  inst  is  reed.      I  thank  vou  for  vour  Explaining  his 

•-■  >■  attitude  iu  regard 

candor.  That  there  should  be  division  and  hesitation  to  the  war  debt, 
among  my  life-long  political  friends  is  painful,  and  I  like 
to  understand  facts  as  they  are.  That  old  Union  men 
should  prefer  a  recent  convert  to  one  whose  whole  life  has 
resisted  Disunion  is  strange.  I  infer  from  your  letter  that 
this  division  is  attributable  to  my  supposed  advocacy  of 
assuming  the  war  debt.  My  position  on  this  is  my  late 
speech  at  Asheboro — and  in  my  report  to  the  Conven- 
tion was  distinctly  this — that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
immediate  action — and  that  I  preferred  for  myself  and 
the  people  to  have  time  to  consider  it  in  all  its  bearings.  T 
declared  in  that  speech  and  my  report  submitted  to  the 
Convention  that  I  had  arrived  at  no  satisfactory  conclu- 
sions and  could  then  submit  no  recommendations.  The 
Standard  had  taken  the  same  ground.      The  Governor  sent 
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in  my  reiDort  with  his  approval.  He  aud  I  stood  on  the 
identical  same  ground  on  this  snbject  until  my  name  was 
announced  for  Gov.  Since  then  the  burden  of  the  Stand- 
ard's song  has  been  that  I  wanted  to  oppress  the  people 
with  taxation  to  pay  this  war  debt.  Why  should  I  ?  I 
don't  own  a  dollar  in  Bank  or  State  stock.  I  have  prop- 
erty and  must  pay  my  part  of  the  taxes :  The  question  is 
now  forever  settled.  I  am  for  letting  the  matter  rest  where 
it  is.  Why  should  a  dead  issue  prejudice  me  ?  even  if  I 
had  taken  a  different  ])Osition  from  my  competitor;  but  in 
fact  we  agreed  out  and  oat  on  this  question  till  I  became 
a  candidate.  Then  the  Standard,  with  its  usual  dexterity, 
brings  this  charge  against  me  and  by  continual  reiteration 
is  prejudicing  me. — 

I  am  what  I  always  was.  If  an  adroit  electioneering 
paper  shall  succeed  in  alienating  my  life-long  friends  on 
an  eve  of  an  election,  I  can  only  regret  the  mutability  of 
popular  favor  and  fall  back  on  the  resource  which  has 
often  been  my  chief  comfort — a  conscience  which  assures 
me  I  have  always  done  Avhat  I  thought  right  and  for  the 
best  interests  of  my  country. 


To  J.  J.  Jacl'son. 

Kaleigh,  Nov.  2d,  ISO 5. 
Iledrick  says  the  Attorney-General  assures  him  the 
President  washes  the  people  of  N.  C.  to  vote  as  they  please 
for  Governor.  If  he  did  not,  the  granting  us  an  election 
would  be  a  mockery.  If  our  people  have  become  so  ser- 
vile that  their  choice  is  controlled  by  the  supposed  dicta- 
tion of  the  President,  then  I  do  not  want  to  be  governor. 
The  ]u"ctense  that  the  President  requires  the  election  of 
Ilolden  is  based  entirely  on  the  affirmation  of  Holden.  If 
the  people  are  to  be  thus  controlled,  an  independent  man 
can  feel  no  pride  in  popular  favor. 
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I  have  not  time  to  have  Iledrick's  letter  copied. 

I  send  facts  for  the  people,  my  circulars  and  Turner's 
speeches. 

On  Friday  last,  Faircloth  of  Wayne,  who  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  convention  who  signed  the  petition  asking 
Holden  to  be  a  candidate,  in  a  public  speech  in  Wayne  de- 
clared he  did  not  feel  bound  and  would  not  vote  for  him. 
The  news  is  that  I  will  beat  2  or  3  to  1  in  Wayne.  Allen 
Tomlinson  writes  me  all  is  coming  right  in  Randolph.  I 
hear  nothing  discouraging  except  from  Chatham.  The 
issue  is  whether  Demagogueisni  shall  hereafter  stalk  about 
on  stilts. 


From  Jos.  L.  Cannon.^ 

Raleigh,  Nov.  15th  1865. 


Sir 


I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  inform  you  that  your  Accepting  his 

''  '■'  resignation  as  Pro- 

resignation  is  accepted,  to  take  effect  from  to-day  and  to  "sionai  Treasurer, 
request  you  to  turn  over  the  records  and  effects  of  the  office 
to  the  Dr.  William  Sloan,  your  successor. 


ToB.  G.  and  J.  A.  Worth. 

Raleigh,  Nov.  18/65. 

I  reed  yours  of  the  31st  inclosina;  vour  cheek  on  J.  L.  Relating  to  his 

^  •  election. 

Hathaway  for  $500.      I  deface  and  return  it,  having  sup- 
plied my  wants  before  it  came  to  hand. 

We  have  heard  from  so  nearly  the  whole  State  that  there 
is  no  no  doubt  of  my  election  by  some  6000  or  7000  ma- 
jority. The  mountain  district,  for  want  of  time  to  enable 
the  jieople  to  get  information,  generally  went  against  me 
on  the  idea  that  it  was  the  only  chance  to  get  favor  from 
the  Prest. 


Private  Secretary  to  Governor  Holden. 
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The  Govr.  has  exhibited  his  crafty  malevolence  bv  re- 
moving me  as  Treas,  and  appointing  his  friend  Dr.  Sloan 
who  was  so  disastrously  beaten  for  Congress  in  the  Char- 
lotte District. 

There  is  a  bed  of  rosin  in  Sampson  supposed  to  contain 
some  6000  bbls  about  25  miles  from  the  W.  k  W.  R.  R. 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  Fayetteville.  I  think 
the  same  contract  and  at  the  same  price  could  be  made  for 
its  delivery  either  at  Fayetteville  or  on  the  R.  R. — Perhaps 
you  could  contract  for  its  delivery  in  Wilmington  at  what- 
ever it  may  cost  per  bbl  to  deliver  the  Conwall  Stuart  bed 
in  Wilmington.  It  would  be  a  good  job  for  our  boat.  If 
anything  be  done,  it  cannot  be  done  too  promptly. 

All  well. 


To  B.  G.  Worth. 

Raleigh  Nov.  21/65. 
Yours  of  the  18th  reed.  I  am  elected  beyond  all  doubt 
— there  are  however  some  25  counties  not  yet  heard  from. 
It  is  almost  certain  that  10  of  these  will  give  me  majori- 
ties— 15,  nearly  all  in  the  extreme  West,  will  probably 
give  majorities  against  me.  My  present  majority  is  about 
7000.  The  Standard  at  last  concedes  that  I  am  electf^d  by 
from  3000  to  5000.     It  will  probably  be  about  6000. 

W^hen  the  Provl.  Govr.  will  be  directed  to  vacate  is  un- 
certain but  I  presume  it  will  be  soon  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Genl  A. 
Private  business  In  niv  iuflQiuent  oulv  those  who  have  made  themselves 

matters.  .'    .1        ri 

responsible  to  the  building  of  the  boat  have  any  right  to 
participate  in  the  profits  of  the  sale — and  the  amount  of 
stock  which  is  taken  in  the  duplicated  order  ought  to  be 
fixed  at  once  in  writing.  If  the  enterprise  prove  a  bad 
one.  none  will  feel  bound  share  the  loss — and  even  if  will- 
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ing  to  share  it,  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
quantum  of  loss  which  each  one  should  bear.  You  under- 
stand, however,  better  than  I  do,  all  the  facts — and  I  am 
willing  to  abide  your  judgment  in  the  premises.  It  seems 
clear  to  me  that  no  one  is  entitled  to  share  profits  who 
■would  not  have  been  liable  for  loss. 

We  are  all  well  and  I  am  getting  used  to  being  called 
Govr.  Worth. 

I  hoped  to  have  visited  Wilmington  this  week.  I  find 
that  I  can't  leave  here. 


To  P.  R.  Harden. 

Ealeigh.  Nov.  21/65. 

If  all  the  operations  of  your  agency  for  the  State  be 
complete,  as  I  suppose  they  are,  it  is  desirable  to  have  a 
final  settlement  with  you  very  soon.  Since  the  result  of 
the  election  the  Govr.  has  notified  me  of  his  willingness 
that  I  retire  from  this  ofiice  and  has  appointed  my  suc- 
cessor. I  had  made  known  my  willingness,  if  he  desired 
it,  to  continue  in  the  office.     So  it  is  a  virtual  removal. 

Graham, 


To  J.  21.  ^Vort'h. 

Ealeigh  Nov.  23/65. 
Your  letter  and  package  of  Bank  notes  arrived  to-day.  Discussion  of  Ms 
I  got  separate  bids  from  the  brokers  and  sold  at  the  highest 
price  I  could  ^et.  There  were  several  inaccuracies  in  the 
count.  I  write  from  home^ — expected  to  have  gone  back 
after  dinner  and  sent  you  check  and  statement  to-night — 
but  felt  unwell  and  did  not  go  back.  I  will  inclose  check 
and  statement  in  the  morning.  My  majority,  so  far  as 
heard  from  is  about  7300.  The  counties  of  Currituck, 
Hyde,  Gates,  Tyrrell  and  Onslow  will  probably  give  me 
29 
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large  majorities.  The  counties  of  Yadkin,  Ashe,  Mitchell, 
Jackson,  Cherokee,  Macon,  and  Watauga  and  Beaufort 
will  probably  give  majorities  against  me.  My  final  ma- 
jority will  exceed  5000 — and  may  possibly  not  be  di- 
mished  below  the  present  majority.  There  is  this  pecu- 
liarity in  the  result.  My  friends  are  greatly  rejoiced 
while  those  who  voted  against  me  are  either  pleased  or  not 
much  chagrined  at  the  defeat  of  their  Candidate.  Many 
of  Holden's  friends  curse  him  outright  for  his  infamous 
statements  which  have  appeared  in  the  Standard  since  the 
election  to  deceive  the  ^STorth  into  the  belief  that  his  defeat 
and  my  election  indicate  hostility  to  the  Govt,  of  the  IT.  S. 

Most  of  the  old  Whig  Union  counties  (excepting  Ran- 
dolph and  Wilkes)  gave  me  large  majorities — and  the  ultra 
secession  counties  gave  me  large  majorities  also.  I  got 
the  Secession  vote,  because  they  hate  Holden,  their  late 
associate  who  mainly  contributed  to  getting  up  the  strife 
and  then  deserted  them  while  they  respected  me  as  a  con- 
stant and  honest  opponent. 

I  propose  to  inclose  my  draft  on  C.  F.  Dibble  and  get 
you  to  buy  for  Dr.  Roberts  and  Roxana  a  small  stock  of 
groceries.  I  have  ordered  for  them  from  Suckett,  Borden 
&  Co.  coffee,  sugar,  cheese,  fish  and  butter — and  pepper 
and  spice  and  pr  scales  and  weights  for  counter  and  the 
firm  will  be  known  by  the  name  of  W.  C.  Roberts  k  Co. 
Private  affairs.  I  havG  made  out  no  bill.     You  can  judge  as  well  as  I 

can  what  they  can  sell.  The  chief  business  of  the  neigh- 
borhood will  be  making  turpentine  and  getting  tar  timber. 
There  are  numerous  negroes  in  the  neighborhood.  They 
will  have  to  buy  clothes,  shoes,  etc.  Whether  it  will  be 
better  to  buy  coarse  ready-made  clothing  or  material  to 
make  them,  you  can  best  judge.  Buy  very  moderately  of 
fancy  goods. 

Buy  1  doz.  Collins  axes — heavy — 1  doz.  Turp.  axes.  1 
doz  clippers — 1  doz.  best  saw  mill  files.  1  full  set  white 
tin  ware  for  Roxana  and  assortment  crockery  for  store. 
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Also  one  good  cooking  stove  for  Eoxana,  a  fair  assortment 
of  shoes,  hats  and  common  drugs,  hardware  and  cutlery, 
dry  goods,  etc.  I  would  not  have  the  purchase  much  ex- 
ceed $2000.  Buy  them  in  1^.  Y.  or  Phila.  as  you  may 
deem  best.     Insure  them  to  Wilmington. 

I  have  sent  38  bales  of  cotton  to  Dibble,  which  I  pre- 
sume have  reached  them — and  have  other  cotton  in  Wil- 
mington which  will  go  forward  to  them  soon,  so  I  presume 
they  will  not  hesitate  to  honor  my  draft.  If  he  should  not 
pay  the  draft  try  to  get  Hathaway  and  Utley  to  advance 
$2000.  The  cotton  belongs  to  me  and  Sam  Jackson  and 
may  be  sold  on  our  joint  acct.  I  furnished  the  money 
and  he  purchased  the  cotton  on  joint  shares.  I  wall  sign 
the  draft  Worth  &  Jackson. 

I  enclose  drft  of  J.  G.  Williams  &  Co.  on  N^atl.  Bk  of 
the  Eepublic  for  $2148.93  a  counterfeit  $1.  bill  and  state- 
ment of  the  whole  transaction  which  I  hope  will  be  intelli- 
gible and  satisfactory. 


To  Col.  Whittlesey. 

Ealeigh,  Nov.  23/65. 
My  daughter  Roxana   C.    MclSTeill  residino-   16   miles  Relating  to  Ms 

•^  o  o  daujjhter's  serv- 

!North  of  Fayetteville,  is  a  widow  with  three  small  female  '^"t^- 
children  with  no  male  relative  living  near  her.  She  owned 
the  freedmen  herein  after  named  prior  to  their  late  eman- 
cipation. ]^ot  knowing  what  was  best  to  be  done,  when 
they  were  proclaimed  free ;  after  the  planting  of  her  crop 
last  spring,  she  told  them  if  they  would  go  on  and  make 
the  crop,  she  feeding  and  clothing  them  as  before,  they 
would  be  paid  what  might  be  deemed  right.  They  have 
what  seem  to  me  to  be  extravagant  ideas  as  to  what  they 
ought  to  receive.  The  family,  as  a  whole,  could  barely 
make  a  comfortable  living  before  the  war.  I  desire  that 
you  fix  the  compensation,  on  the  assumption  that  the  facts 
herein  after  stated,  are  true,  and  she  will  endeavor  to  com- 
ply with  your  award. 
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[One  page  not  copied.^ 

In  belialf  of  my  daughter  I  lately  notified  him  to  take 
his  corn  and  leave  the  place  and  stay  away  and  to  expect 
nothing  more. 

5.  Dick — aged  35 — fair  field  hand.  Made  about  15  or 
20  bu.  corn,  some  fodder  and  peas  for  himself. 

6.  Frank — aged  20 — left  repeatedly  without  leave  dur- 
ing the  making  of  the  crop  and  since  same  notice  given  to 
him  as  to  ]^o.  4 — David. 

7  Bet — aged  65 — milks  cows — has  had  pr  of  winter 
shoes  cost  $2.50. 

8.  Chat — aged  about  50 — He  has  worked  faithfull  and 
has  been  chiefly  relied  on  as  foreman.  Has  brought  his 
wife  and  child  on  the  place,  who  were  not  wanted.  He 
made  for  himself  15  or  20  bu.  corn,  a  stack  of  hay  and 
fodder  and  has  been  paid  in  cash  and  winter  clothes  $15. 

[Next  page  not  legible.'] 

11.  John  Ann  with  her  two  small  children.  Her  hus- 
band lives  on  another  place  and  has  had  notice  to  move 
his  family.  The  expense  of  maintaining  them  has  mate- 
rially exceeded  their  earnings. 

12.  Maria — Very  weakly — an  expense  to  the  estate  for 
many  years.  Her  husband  living  on  another  place  is  able 
to  maintain  her  and  promises  to  take  her  away. 

13.  Pleasant  and  her  children — no  husband — Jesse,  who 
has  run  away  repeatedly  during  the  past  summer — aged  15 
years 

Ban  aged  13  years 

Merinna   aged    11     " 

Gaston  "       5     " 

Anne  Maria  "       3     " 

Adelaide       "       1     " 
She  has  had  pr  winter  shoes  and  coat  for  Jesse  $7.50 

and  pr  winter  shoes  for  herself  2.50 

[An-other  page  left  out.] 
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IT.  Young  Sam — aged  about  25 — a  good  hand — lost 
one  week  by  sickness.  lie  wishes  to  leave.  Has  been 
paid  $18.50. 

I  can  make  no  satisfactory  settlement  with  these  freed-  • 
men.  They  have  done  little  work  since  the  corn  crop  was 
made — have  sowed  no  small  grain  and  made  no  prepara- 
tion for  another  crop.  None  of  them  have  exhibited  a 
vicious  disposition  but  all  want  to  go  off,  and  my  daughter 
prefers  that  they  do  so — but  is  willing  that  Pleasant  and 
Amey  iSTo.  13  and  14  with  their  children,  remain  and 
work  for  their  subsistence  and  clothing,  for  another  year, 
or  until  such  time  as  a  more  suitable  arrangement  can  be 
made. 

One  of  late  slaves,  Jim,  who  had  a  wife  on  the  place, 
went  to  AYilming-ton  last  March,  leaving  his  wife.  He  re- 
turned about  the  middle  of  May  having  contracted  pul- 
monary disease  in  Camp  at  Wilmington.  He  was  unable 
to  do  any  labor  afterwards  and  died  a  few  days  ago.  The 
doctor's  bill  for  attendance  on  him  and  his  wife  who  also 
took  sick  and  died  and  on  others  of  the  foregoing  freed- 
men  is  $65.  He  would  not  attend  them  except  on  the 
promise  of  my  daughter  to  pay  his  bill. 

My  daughter  is  very  desirous  that  her  late  servants  shall 
be  satisfied  that  she  has  acted  fairly  towards  them  since 
they  became  free,  and  as  they  look  to  you  now  as  their 
friend,  they  will  probably  be  satisfied  with  your  award. 
If  you  shall  be  unwilling  to  make  an  award,  will  you  sug- 
gest some  other  mode  of  making  the  adjustment. 


To 

RaleicxH,  Nov.  2Ji/65. 

T.  J.  Hughes,  since  the  making  of  my  report  of  the  2nd  ^ndo-fe?of/j. 
Oct.  last  to  Gov.  Holden  which  was  submitted  by  him  to  h^^^^*- 
the  Convention,  has  filed  sundry  certificate  from  persons 
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entitled  to  credit,  tending  to  confirm  his  acconnt  of  sale 
of  Gold.  He  has  also  filed  the  letter  of  Govr.  Vance,  a 
copy  which  is  hereto  annexed  for  the  purpose  of  justifying 
said  sales  of  gold  and  sustaining  vouchers  filed  by  him  for 
payments  made  by  him  for  other  objects  than  the  pay- 
ment of  Rosin — And  since  the  ordinance  of  the  Conven- 
tion repudiating  the  State  debt,  he  has  paid  into  the 
Treasury  in  U.  S.  currency  $2180.07  in  lieu  of  the  credit 
claimed  by  him  for  gold  advanced  some  18  months  ago  to 
pay  the  crew  of  Advance  (as  claimed  by  him  in  his  ac- 
count). In  view  of  these  facts  I  hope  no  impression  un- 
favorable to  the  rej^utation  of  Mr.  Hughes  as  a  business 
man  or  man  of  integTity  will  be  allowed  to  take  hold  of 
the  mind  of  any  one.  Both  he  and  my  successor  in  ofiice 
concur  that  his  account  ought  to  be  submitted  for  adjust- 
ment to  the  tribunal  established  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Convention. — And  in  the  mean  time  no  conclusions  preju- 
dicial to  Mr.  Hughes  ought  to  be  indulged. 


To  C.  B.  Dibble. 

Raleigh  Nov.  27/65. 

I  have  been  so  fully  occupied  in  the  discharge  of  my 
public  duties  that  I  have  neglected  my  personal  affairs 
somewhat,  for  the  past  few  weeks. 

Worth  &  Daniel  notified  me  some  two  weeks  ago  of  the 
shipment  to  you  for  me  of  38  bales  of  cotton.  It  may 
have  been  sent  in  the  name  of  Worth  &  Jackson,  my  son- 
in-law  J.  J.  Jackson  being  interested  in  it. 

I  have  drawn  two  drafts  on  you,  the  one  dated  16th 
inst.  in  favor  of  J.  G.  Williams  &  Co.  for  $600— The 
other  in  favor  of  J.  M.  Worth  for  $2,000.  dated  23rd 
inst.  When  you  shall  have  sold  the  cotton,  made  up  and 
render  me  your  account,  charging  me  Avith  the  above 
drafts  which  I  hope  you  have  honored  and  also  your  bill 
for  cotton  bagging  and  rope  last  spring. 
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You  will  have  seen  that  I  have  been  elected  Civil  Govr.  Explanation  of 

ir  A^     r^         T  -1  •       -vT        1  conditions  in 

01  jN.  L,  i  perceive  that  certain  JNorthern  papers,  prob-  North  Carolina, 
ably  taking  their  cue  from  the  Raleigh  Standard,  treat  my 
election  over  Mr.  Holden,  as  evidence  of  hostile  feeling  in 
I^.  C.  against  the  Govt,  of  the  U.  S.  Exactly  the  opposite 
conclusion  is  the  just  inference  from  it.  While  the  old 
Union  "Whig  Counties  generally  gave  me  large  majorities, 
it  is  also  true  that  the  ultra  Secession  Counties  also  gave 
me  majorities  upon  the  well  known  principle  of  human 
nature  that  we  hate  those  who  have  deserted  and  betrayed 
us  more  than  we  do  our  consistent  and  manly  opponents. 
Holden,  for  long  years,  had  taught  Secession.  He  de- 
serted and  reviled  his  associates ;  and  hence  they  hate  him, 
but  respect  me  as  an  unvarying  opponent  of  Secession. 
I  refer  to  this  in  a  business  letter  because  I  suppose  you 
have  known  my  political  status,  and  that  you  may  be  able 
to  contribute  something  to  the  correction  of  public  opinion 
Xorth. 

jSTew  Yokk. 


To 

Dec.  6  1S65. 
The  vote  of  the  people  has  conferred  on  me  the  honor 
of  being  Governor  whether  Gov,  Holden  and  the  Xorthern 
radicals  allow  me  to  act  or  not. 


To  A.  B.  Hill. 

Ealeigh  Dec.  6/65. 
Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  is  reed. 

I  was  elected  Pub.  Treas.  of  >:.  C.  in  the  fall  of  1863 
and  moved  here  and  cannot  give  you  satisfactory  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Gray  mine.  If  you  will  address 
niv  lu-other  J.  M.  Worth,  who  still  resides  at  Asheboro  he 
cm  doubtless  inform  vou  more  fully. 
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I  have  heard  that  all  the  belts  and  other  small  matters 
had  been  stolen.  The  buildings  had  not  been  burned 
when  I  last  heard  from  the  property. 

I  do  not  think  the  property  has  been  sold  for  taxes.  If 
such  sale  has  been  made,  I  presume  the  sale  would  be  held 
invalid.  It  is  liable  for  the  U.  S.  land  tax  which  will  be 
collected,  as  I  understand,  sometime  this  winter. 

I  thank  you  for  your  congratulations  at  my  election  as 
Gov.  I  fear  the  I^orth  will  deprive  me  of  all  but  the 
honor  of  the  approbation  of  my  State.  A  strange  illusion 
prevails  at  the  IsTorth.  My  election  is  regarding  as  indi- 
cating hostility  to  Prest.  Johnson's  plan  of  re-construction. 
The  old  Whig  party  of  the  State  to  which  I  always  be- 
longed, was  the  real  Union  party  of  the  State.  Govr. 
Holden  was  a  dangerous  secessionist  in  1860  turned  upon 
and  deserted  his  associates.  The  old  Union  party  pre- 
ferred me  for  my  consistency  and  the  democrats  hated 
the  renegade  from  their  ranks — hence  both  voted  for  me. 

Annapolis,  Md. 


soldiers. 


To  General  Ruger. 

Raleigh,  Dec  15,  1865. 

ofxreiiixom^^^^^^  The  soldiers  in  the  capitol  square  are  supplying  them- 
selves with  fuel  from  the  ornamental  trees  in  the  square. 
I  am  not  in  authority  and  this  communication  must  not 
be  the  basis  of  any  action  on  your  part — but  entertaining 
no  doubt  that  you  would  restrict  this  conduct,  if  known 
to  you,  I  request  that  you  inquire  into  it — and  make  such 
orders  as  you  deem  expedient. 
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Governor  Worth's  Address  to  the  People. 
State  of  jSTokth  Carolina, 

Executive  Department. 
Ealeigh  IsT.  C,  Dec.  30,  1865. 
To  the  People  of  North  Carolina: 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  discontinuance  of  the  Pro-  congratulations  on 

.    .  1    /^  ''"'^  "f  Provisional 

Visional  Government  in  this  State,  bj  order  of  the  Presi-  'Government. 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  restoration  of  Civil 
Government.   This  announcement  has  diffused  joy  through- 
out the  State.     \Ye  are  now  under  laws  of  our  own  enact- 
ment. 

In  the  transition  from  military  to  civil  government,  hap- 
pily for  our  country,  our  past  history  has  furnished  us 
with  no  precedents  to  gTiide  us,  and  hence  you  will  not 
expect  that  the  whole  machinery  of  the  newly  organized 
government  will  be  in  perfect  order  at  the  start;  but  in 
your  joy  at  the  return  to  the  form  of  government  to  which 
you  have  been  accustomed,  I  hope  and  believe  all  classes 
will  strive  to  preserve  order,  the  more  because  all  officers 
necessary  to  enforce  the  laws  have  not  been  appointed. 
The  General  Assembly  will  soon  convene  and  finish  up 
the  work  of  reorganization.  Under  existing  laws,  it  is 
believed,  that  the  powers  of  all  officers  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  the  Provisional  Government  ceased  with 
the  discontinuance  of  the  Government. 

Where  clerks  and  sheriffs,  elected  in  November  last 
under  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention,  have  been  quali- 
fied, they  have  power  to  execute  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

As  no  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  it  may  happen  in  some  of  the  Counties, 
that  the  next  term  of  the  County  Courts  cannot  be  legally 
held ;  but  where  such  courts  shall  be  held  or  other  acts 
shall  be  done  by  such  Provisional  officers,  their  acts  will 
probably  be  validated  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Superior  Courts  will  Ory"a°c«on"''^'" 
be  qualified  without  delay,   and  will  hold  the  Courts   at 
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the  times  prescribed  by  law ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  com- 
mission of  any  high  crime,  upon  proper  information  there- 
of, they  will  provide  for  the  apprehension  or  detention  of 
the  offenders. 

In  the  incorporated  towns,  where  the  Mayor  and  other 
officers  were  appointed  by  the  Provisional  Governor,  these 
corporations  can  proceed,  under  their  charter  and  cor- 
porate laws,  to  appoint  others.  In  cases  where  these  elec- 
tions cannot  be  promptly  held  in  strict  conformity  with 
such  charters  or  laws,  the  election  must  be  deferred  for 
proper  legislation;  or  irregular  elections  may  be  held  in 
the  expectation  that  such  elections  will  be  legalized. 

The  ordinance  ratified  18th  October  last,  provides  that 
in  all  cases  of  appointments  made  by  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernor, of  directors  in  any  corporation,  they  shall  continue 
untill  the  regular  election  of  its  officers. 

The  ordinance  of  the  Convention  providing  for  the  col- 
lection of  Revenue,  authorizes  the  Provisional  Sheriff's,  to 
carry  out  the  same. — They  derive  their  powers  to  collect 
these  taxes  from  this  ordinance,  and  their  office,  as  to  this 
duty,  is  not  determined  by  the  termination  of  the  provi- 
sional Government. 

In  a  short  time  all  these  irregiilarities  will  be  remedied 
by  the  General  Assembly ;  and  in  the  meantime,  I  am 
sure  you  will  maintain  the  enviable  reputation  of  our 
people  as  to  the  observance  of  law  and  order,  and  prove 
how  groundless  is  the  calumny,  that  there  are  still  among 
us  persons  who  are  disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

We  did  not  go  voluntarily  into  the  late  calamitous  re- 
bellion. The  action  of  coterminous  States  forced  us  to 
take  sides  in  the  strife.  We  elected  to  go  with  our  sec- 
tion ;  and  having  taken  our  position,  we  acted  with  good 
faith  to  our  associates  and  bore  ourselves  gallantly  in  the 
fight.  Being  vanquished  we  submit  as  becomes  a  brave 
people.  The  President,  as  commander-in  chief  of  the 
military  powers  of  the  natfon,  magiiamimously  trusts  us. 
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I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  citizen  of  the  State,  who  is  un- 
worthy of  this  confidence. 

I  confidently  rely  on  yonr  cordial  co-operation  in  rem- 
edying the  irregularities  which  embarrass  the  beginning 
of  my  administration. 

JOJ^ATHAX  WOBTII. 

Governor  of  N.  C. 


From  C.  PyJic. 
WiLKESBORo  X.  C.  Jan.  1st  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ask  you  if  you  cannot  do  something  4viug  hoTses^  ^^ 
for  the  citizens  of  this  County.  Genl  Sherman  in  passing 
through  here  last  spring  left  the  country  very  bear  of  stock. 
The  citizens  picked  up  worn  out  horses  and  succeeding  in 
raising  a  part  of  a  crop,  barely  a  sufficiency  for  the  County. 
Most  of  the  horses  woidd  have  died,  if  not  all,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  constant  care  of  these  good  people.  Xow 
the  horses  are  called  for  and  if  taken  will  leave  good  men, 
with  large  dependent  families,  and  no  horse  and  no  money 
to  get  horses.  What  will  thev  do.  Can  vou  not  influ- 
ence  his  Excellency  President  Johnson  to  countermand  the 
order  calling  in  the  horses  and  get  his  answer  here  by  the 
18th.  If  you  will  do  thus,  you  will  oblige  your  consti- 
tuents.    We  look  to  your  excellency  for  help. 


Tr?H.  H.  Bagley  to  Dr.  J.  F.  P.  C.  CoJioon. 

Ealeigh,  Jan.  6th  1866. 

Your  letter  to  the  Governor  of  the  1st  inst.  in  regard  ,^^St  anV"^"^''" 
to  the  municipal  affairs  of  Elizabeth  City,  and  the  reor-  p^""®^- 
ganization  of  its  government,  has  been  received :  and  he 
directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  all  the  oificers,  appointed 
by  the  Provisional  Government,   cease  to  have   any   au- 
thority to  act,  upon  the  discontinuance  of  that  Govern- 
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inent.      Your  town  is  therefore  and  will  be  until  the  as- 
sembling of  the  Legislature  on  the  18th  inst.  without  any 
corporation  officers — the  Governor  of  the  State  possessing 
no  power  to  appoint  them. 
Elizabeth  City. 


unconstitutional. 


To  C.  C.  Curtis. 

Raleigh,  W.  C.  Jan.  Sth  1866. 

nouCeOTd*inan°ce  I  would  be  traveling  out  of  my  duty  as  Governor  to 
undertake  to  decide  that  an  ordinance  of  the  Convention 
is  unconstitutional.  Each  tax  payer  must  act  on  his  own 
convictions,  wdth  or  without  legal  advice,  and  look  for  his 
remedy,  if  he  feels  wronged,  to  the  Judicial  Tribunals  of 
the  State.  I  have  no  right  as  Governor,  even  if  I  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  an  ordinance  was  unconstitutional, 
to  declare  it  void.  This  is  a  power  which  belongs  to  the 
Courts,  I  must  regard  it  as  constitutional  until  the  Courts 
shall  adjudge  otherwise.  And  I  deem  it  inexpedient  for 
me  to  give  any  personal  opinion  of  mine  on  a  purely  judi- 
cial question. 

With  every  disposition  to  oblige  you  and  all  others,  as 
far  as  I  can  do  so  with  propriety,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
refer  you  to  the  Courts  on  this  matter. 

Rock  Creek,  Alamance  County. 


To  W.  A.  Caldivell  &  others. 

Jan.  S  1866. 
Your  petition  for  tlie  appointment  of  Mr.  Trotter  as 
Collector  for  the  2nd  '.District  accompanied  by  the  letter 
of  C.  H.  Carpenter  has  boon  handed  to  me  this  morning. 
Some  three  or  four  days  ago  I  was  notified  that  unless 
I  immediately  recommended  somebody  for  Collector  in 
your  district.  Col.  Estes  (of  Genl  Kilpatrick's  staif)  would 
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be  appointed.  I  was  requested  to  make  a  nomination  by 
Telegram,  and  then  knowing  of  no  one  who  wanted  the 
position  and  who  could  take  the  test  oath  excepting  Wm. 
H.  Thompson  of  Alamance  (a  sure  and  good  man  I  am 
informed)  whom  I  was  informed  had  been  recommended 
by  Govr.  Graham,  S.  H.  Phillips,  and  others,  I  recom- 
mended him. 

I  make  the  most  favorable  endorsement  I  can  under 
these  circumstances. 

Greexsboeo. 


To  ^Ym.  A.  Alhriglit 

Jan.  8th  1866. 

Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  by  some  unaccountable  delay  has 
just  reached  me. 

I  can  confer  on  you  no  power  to  issue  a  marriage  license 
or  do  other  official  acts — but  if  you  exercise  this  power  I 
do  not  doubt  that  the  Legislature  will  approve  and  validate 
your  action. 

Geaham. 


To  Dr.  D.  W.  C.  Benhow. 

Jan.  8  1866. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  reconnnending  you  as  every  way  o/ci-^Benbow  as° 
a  fit  man  for  Collector  in  the  2nd  U.  S.  Collection  district  u.  s.  collector, 
of  this  State,  if  you  can  take  the  test  oath,  which,  so  far 
as  I  know,  you  may  conscientiously  do.  Some  days  ago 
I  was  requested  by  B.  S.  Hedrick  by  Telegram  to  recom- 
mend some  person  immediately ^  as  otherwise  a  non-resident 
of  the  State  would  probably  be  appointed.  I  recommended 
Wm.  H.  Thompson  of  Alamance,  knowing  at  that  time  of 
no  other  suitable  man  in  the  district  who  desired  it. 

Whether  Mr.  Thompson  or  any  other  person  has  been 
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appointed,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  letter  in  any  way 
you  may  choose.  A  petition  has  also  been  sent  me  from 
your  j)laee  recommending  Mr.  Trotter,  who,  I  infer  from 
the  names  endorsing  him  is  also  a  fit  man.  If  my  recom- 
mendation was  respected  I  suppose  Mr.  Thompson,  whom 
I  believe  to  be  a  fit  man,  has  been  appointed. 
Geeewsboeo. 


To  Dr.  PoivelV 

Raleigh^  Jan.  9th  1866. 

The  pressure  of  my  duties  gives  me  time  only  to  say 
that  I  am  truly  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  your  late 
friendly  letter.  The  sentiments  it  expresses  are  patriotic 
and  I  concur  in  all  its  leading  suggestions  you  make,  and 
beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  of  your  ability  to  render  important 
services  to  the  State  and  of  your  ardent  desire  to  be  of 
service  to  all  of  us. 

At  present,  as  you  know,  I  have  no  authority  to  appoint 
an  agent  for  the  State  at  Washington  City — and  think 
with  you  the  appointment  should  be  made  by  the  Genl.  A. 

I  have  not  had  notice  of  my  daughter's  appointment 
as  P.  M.  at  Mill  Grove.  The  contractor  carries  a  daily 
mail  by  her  house  and  she  keeps  a  pair  of  horses  for  him. 
He  stops  there  to  exchange  horses.  There  is  no  office  in 
many  miles  and  the  inhabitants  are  anxiously  awaiting 
her  appointment. 

None  of  the  pardons  granted  recently  before  the  elec- 
tion in  this  State  and  announced  in  the  news-papers,  have 
arrived.  People  are  here  after  them  every  day.  Will 
they  be  sent  to  me  soon  ? 

Washingtox,  D.  C. 


'  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  had  held  a  position 
in  the  United  States  Patent  Office.  He  had  been  State  Agent  under 
the  Provisional  Government. 
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To  G.  17.  Logan.^ 

Jan.  9th  1866. 
Yours  of  the  3rcl  iiist.  is  received. 
There  will  be  Siipr  Courts  in  the  spriiio-  as  fornierlv,  ^■xplalning  state  of 

,  "      the  (iovernment. 

unless  the  General  Assembly  otherwise  order,  which  I 
deem  very  improbable. 

I  suppose  the  judges  will  ride  under  the  old  arrange- 
ment, having  heard  of  no  contemplated  change. 

As  to  your  general  question  whether  ''the  State  is  in 
full  and  complete  operation,"  I  cannot  answer  categori- 
cally. I  think  it  not  while  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
is  suspended.  The  military,  as  I  understand  it,  may  but 
will  not  interfere,  except  in  cases  where  a  negro  is  a 
party.  This  exception,  I  presume,  will  be  withdrawn  if 
negroes  shall  be  allowed  to  testify.  Martial  law  still 
prevails  but  allows  the  civil  law  to  operate  generally. 

In  great  haste. 

RUTIIERFOEDTON. 


To  Malcolm  Toirnsend. 

Raleigh^  Jan.  fjtli  1866. 
In   compliance   with   your   request   asking   me   for   my 
autograph  with  a  sentiment,  I  give  you — 

Universal  amnesty — and  amity  among  all  parts  of  the 
Federal  Union. 
>Tew  York  City. 


To  C.  B.  Dibble. 

Raleigh,  X.  C.  Jan.  9th  1866. 
Yours  of  the  1st  is  received.     I  hope  and  believe  your 
exposition  of  ISTorthern  sentiment  is  correct.     I  am  sure 

'  George  W.  Logan,  of  Rutherford,  had  been  a  leading  member  of 

the  Peace  Party  during  the  war,  and  as  such  had  been  elected  to  the 

Confederate  Congress.     He  was  elected  a  Superior  Court  Judge  in 

1868  after  becoming  a  Repubhcan.     He  was  at  this  time  a  member  of 

he  State  Convention  of  1865-66. 
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universal  amity  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  South.   I 
l^ray   that   the   Xorthern   Disnnionists,    such   as    Sumner, 
Wilson,  Stephens  &  Co.,  may  not  be  allowed  to  chill  the- 
good  feeling  seeking  to  gain  the  ascendant. 

The  pressure  of  my  duties  restrain  me  from  a  fuller 
response  to  your  interesting  letter,  for  which  I  sincerely 
thank  you. 

JSTew  Yokk  City. 


To  William  TF.  H olden. 

Jan.  9th  18GG. 

As  I  know  nothing  of  Wm.  P.  Fuller  or  his  father  or 
Jas.  C.  Reid  who  appear  to  be  personally  known  to  you, 
I  request  that  you  make  such  endorsement  on  their  ap- 
plication inclosed  as  may  be  some  warrant  for  my  action. 

Upon  your  suggestion  I  sent  for  Col.  Richardson  who 
says  he  knows  nothing  of  the  certificates  of  election  in 
the  3.rd.  5th  and  6th  Congressional  Districts  last  iN'ovr. 

I  do  not  feel  warranted  in  issuing  my  certificate  on 
any  other  information  excepting  the  official  certificates  of 
the  Sheriffs. 


To  TJws.  Branch  £•  Sons. 

Raleigh,  Jan.  9,  1866. 

Yours  of  the  5th  inst.  reed,  to-day. 

I  think  the  Genl  A.  will  authorise  bonds  to  be  issued 
for  outstanding  old  Coupons  but  do  not  believe  provision 
can  be  made  this  year  for  paying  interest  hereafter  fall- 
ing due.  Our  people  can't  pay  this  year  more  than  a 
tax  for  current  State  expenses  and  the  U.  S.  taxes. 

The  Internal  Improvement  bonds  to  which  you  refer 
are  not  repudiated  and  I  hear  of  no  disposition  to  repudi- 
ate them. 

My  respects  to  yr  Senior. 

Petersburg,  Ya. 
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To  Daniel  R.  Goodloe. 

Ealeigh,  :Nr.  C.  Jan.  11  ISOO. 

I  inclose  mv  recommendation  of  Mr.  Pigott/  as  re- 
quested by  yon  and  Mr.  Hedrick,  having  the  further  as- 
surance of  Mr.  Rumley,  of  Cartaret,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Pigott  would  be  satisfactory. 

Has  a  collector  been  appointed  in  the  Greensboro  Dis- 
trict— If  so,  who  is  he  ? 

Fearing  the  Prest.  may  have  imbibed  the  prejudice 
against  me  which  Mr.  Holden  has  endeavored  to  instill. 
I  have,  by  the  inclosed  letter,  assured  the  Prest.  that  he 
may  confide  in  me  as  his  sincere  supporter.  I  do  this, 
because  it  is  true,  and  because  I  deem  it  necessary  to  en- 
joy the  confidence  of  the  Prest.,  to  enable  me  to  be  useful 
to  our  people.     "Will  you  deliver  the  letter  ? 

Washington,.!).  C. 


To  B.  S.  Gaitlier.- 

Jan.  12t]i  1866. 
Your  petition  for  pardon   is   found   in  this  office   and 
this  day  forwarded  with    my    recommendation    that  the 
prayer  thereof  be  granted. 

MOKCi^ANTON. 


'Jennings  Pigott  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  resided 
in  Washington  for  many  years.  He  returned  to  the  State  in  1862  as 
private  secretary  to  Edward  Stanly,  who  had  been  appointed  mili- 
tary Governor  of  the  State.  At  an  election  held  by  the  military  gov- 
ernment in  December,  1862,  he  was  elected  to  Congress  but  was  not 
seated. 

*  Burgess  S.  Gaither,  of  Burke,  had  been  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court,  member  of  the  Convention  of  1835,  Superintendent  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint,  State  Senator  in  1840  and  1844 ;  at  the  latter  session 
he  was  Speaker.  He  was  Solicitor  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District 
for  eight  years,  and  during  the  whole  war  was  a  member  of  the  Con. 
federate  Congress.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  At  this  time  he  was 
practicing  law  in  Morganton. 

30 
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From  B.  S.  Hedrich. 
Telegram. 

Washixgtox  Jan.  12  1S60 
'No  collector  has  been  appointed  for  the  Greensboro  Dis- 
trict since  the  nomination  of  Lash  who  declines,  Estes's^ 
friends  are  still  pnshing  him.  It  is  possible  that  no  ap- 
pointment will  be  made  till  after  the  division  of  the  state 
into  seven  districts. 


From  Josiah   Turner,  Jr. 

HiLLSBORO  Janij  12  1S66. 

I  am  truly  glad  you  did  not  act  npon  Moore's  sugges- 
tion and  continue  the  provisional  government. 

It  would  have  been  a  sad  killing  blow  to  Clark,  ^Yin- 
ston,  Turner  and  company,  in  fact  I  incline  to  the  opinion 
they  would  have  rebelled  against  your  administration  if 
;)0u  had  allowed  Holden  to  remain  in  office  one  hour  longer 
than  was  necessary  to  oust  him. 

Your  commission  was  as  a  member  of  the  39th  Congress 
with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  imnuinities  conferred 
by  the  Constitution  on  members  of  the  House.  Xow  let 
me  say  Governor  I  am  not  likely  soon  to  come  to  my 
rights  and  if  you  should  be  forced  to  call  out  the  Militia 
to  enforce  your  commands  let  me  name  Holden  and  Bed- 
ford Brown  as  Captains  to  lead  the  States-rights  host.  If 
there  is  any  man  willing  to  die  for  States-rights  it  ought 
to  be  Holden  or  Brown.  If  there  are  two  men  unwilling 
to  die,  but  who  sliould  be  coerced  into  j\farterdom  for 
States-rights  it  is  Holden  and  Brown. 

The  Standard's  last  upon  Vance  is  most  vilenous  and  we 
have  no  edit(u-  who  properly  combats  him. 

I  am  gr(>atly  disgusted  at  Southern  lau(lati(Ui  of  Andy 
Johnson — when  he  is  governing  us  as  Warren  Hastens 
governed  the  East. 

1  L.  G.  Estes. 
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I  enclose  two  dollars  |  iVn-]    ^Ir.  Bagley  please  hand  it  to 
him.      AVith  oood  wishes. 


To  WiUkon  A.  Graliain. 

Kaleigh,  Jan.  12th/ 66. 
I  am  oreatlv  at  a  loss  on  some  of  the  s'raver  matters  Dispussion  of  the 

^  •  _  _  ^  negro  question. 

which  I  shall  he  expected  to  discnss  in  my  message  and 
shall  he  mnch  ohliged  to  you  for  any  suggestions  from  you 
on  these  or  other  matters. 

First' — the  negro  question. 

I  think — per  se — that  the  testimony  of  negroes  ought 
to  be  heard  in  a  case  where  a  negro  is  a  party.  I  am  not 
sure,  hut  incline  to  think,  the  cause  of  few  would  be  pro- 
moted by  allowing  their  testimony  to  go  to  the  jury  with 
no  other  instructions  than  those  applying  to  white  wit- 
nesses— and  I  think  policy  affirmatively  requires  that  Ave 
at  once  remove  the  restrictions  in  the  first  \^word  illcgihle^ 
of  cases  where  a  negTO  is  offered. 

I  have  no  confidence  that  the  condition  of  our  negToes 
Avill  be  elevated  by  emancipation — but  in  our  present  con- 
dition I  fear  we  shall  have  a  Freedman's  Bureau  and  mil- 
itary rule  over  us,  if  we  make  discrimination — as  admit- 
tance in  Common  Schools.  I  mean  if  we  educate  white 
children  at  public  expense,  we  will  be  required  to  educate 
the  negroes  in  like  manner — and  your  school  fund  being 
reduced  to  nothing  and  our  people  impoverished,  I  think 
the  Com.  School  system  had  better  be  discouraged,  for  a 
time,  and  thus  avoid  the  question  as  to  educating-  negroes. 

Is  it  expedient  for  me  to  say  anything  as  to  the  Consti- 
tutional powers  of  this  Go^i:.  to  keep  up  the  Freedman's 
Bureau  ?  If  so,  I  have  not  enough  constitutional  learning 
to  write  currenie  cahuno  what  ought  to  be  said  and  ask 
your  aid.      My  duties  leave  me  no  leisure. 

Or  shall  I  pass  over  this  whole  negro  matter,  putting  it 
on  the  ground  that  an  able  commission  having  it  in  charge. 


debt. 
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bv  order  of  the  Geiil.  A.  and  Convention,  it  would  be  ob- 
strusive  for  me  to  present  my  views. 
Relating  to  State        My  next  great  difficulty  is  the  State  debt — the  old  debt — 

When  the  due  coupons  are  funded  it  will  require  about 
$900,000.  a  year  to  pay  the  interest  and  say  $200,000.  to 
pay  other  expenses.  This  will  be  about  double  what  we 
ever  paid  before  the  war  when  our  property  was  worth 
three  times  as  much  as  it  is  now.  We  have  this  year  to 
pay  a  land  and  Internal  tax  to  the  U.  S.,  of  the  amount  of 
which  I  am  ignorant — but  I  suppose  more  than  $1,000,000. 
With  little  to  raise  money,  no  Banks,  and  deranged  labor, 
I  regard  it  as  out  of  the  question  to  raise  any  thing  this 
year  with  which  to  pay  interest.  W^hat  then  is  to  become 
of  the  coupons  falling  due  this  year  ?  ISTothing  better  an- 
swers the  question  than  selling  new  bonds  at  par,  thus  for 
the  holders  to  take  these  bonds,  if  they  will  not  bring  par^ 
— or  to  hold  on  to  his  coupons — And  as  to  the  ultimate 
provision  for  payment,  wait  for  the  development  of  the 
future. 

K.  P.  Battle  has  a  plan  of  starting  a  ISTational  Bank,  to 
which  the  Bk  of  N.  C.  should  subscribe  its  means  and  pay 
out  its  annual  profits  to  the  creditors  of  the  present  Bank. 
I  incline  to  favor  his  scheme. 

With  these  general  hints  before  you  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  for  any  advise  you  may  feel  willing  to  give. 


collector. 


From,  B.  S.  Iledricl: 
Washington,  D.  C.  Jan.  12,  1866. 
Regarding  the  J  peccived  this  morning  your  dispatch  asking  whether  a 

Collector  had  been  appointed  in  the  (2nd)  Greensborough 
district  of  IST.  C.  and  answered  at  once  that  no  appoint- 
ment had  been  made.  The  facts  are  these.  Just  before 
the  meeting  of  Congress  Mr.  I.  G.  Lash  of  Salem  was 
nominated  bv  the  President  for  Collector.     As  this  nom- 
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illation  was  before  the  assembling  of  Congress  Mr.  Lasli 
might  have  given  his  bonds  and  gone  to  work  without  wait- 
ing a  confirmation  bv  the  Senate.  I  urged  Mr.  Lash  to  do 
this.  But  Forsythe  County  is  now  in  Helpers  district. 
But  it  would  have  been  easy  for  Mr.  Lash  in  name  to 
change  his  residence  to  Greensborough  for  the  time,  and 
when  the  new  districts  are  formed  Greensborough  and 
Forysthe  would  have  been  in  the  same  district.  But  Lash 
refused  to  yield  to  the  reasonable  request  and  insisted  on 
the  district  being  changed,  which  could  not  be  done  with- 
out upsetting  all  the  appointments  already  made. 

"When  I  returned  I  found  that  a  Col.  Estes  of  Maine 
had  gone  to  Holden  and  got  a  recommendation  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  ''2nd  District".  I  went  to  the  Sec.  of  the 
Treasury  and  protested  against  the  appointment  of  a  man 
from  another  State  and  then  wrote  to  you.  When  I  re- 
ceived your  dispatch  recommending  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Thomp- 
son of  Alamance  I  took  it  to  the  Com.  of  Int.  Revenue 
who  laid  it  before  the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury.  Thereupon 
Mr.  Thompson  was  nominated  and  the  nomination  sent  to 
the  President.  Estes'  friends,  including  Senator  Fessen- 
den  and  Morrell  of  Maine  with  a  number  of  influential 
men  went  to  the  President  and  had  the  nomination 
stopped  and  there  it  is  now.  I  fear  there  is  no  way  of 
preventing  Estes'  appointment.  In  the  Int.  Rev.  Bureau 
they  are  now  in  favor  of  redistricting  the  State,  making 
T  districts  and  giving  the  2nd  (Xewbern  and  Wilming- 
ton) to  Estes.  There  are  several  good  loyal  men  in  that  , 
district  who  would  be  glad  to  take  the  place.  But  it  looks 
as  if  the  citizens  would  be  overborne  by  the  Maine  in- 
fluence here  with  Holden's  backing. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  make  out  reconi 
mendations  for  such  men  as  you  prefer  in  the  several  Con- 
gressional districts  and  send  them  to  me  at  once.  Be 
sure  -to  recommend  no  one  who  cannot  take  the  oath.  It  is 
possible  that  Dr.  C.  W.  Woollen  will  be  the  best  man  to 
beat  Estes  with  in  the  2nd  Congressional  dist. 
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I  will  try  and  see  the  President  soon,  and  find  what  can 
be  done.     Matters  look  quite  blue  just  now. 


From  B.  S.  Hedricl: 

Washington,  D.  C.  Jan.  13,  1866. 

Col.  Estes  has  recommendations  from  Holden,  Leach, 
and  many  other  i^orth  Carolinians.  Besides  he  has  Sena- 
tor Fessenden  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  to 
back  him,  with  nearly  all  N^ew  England  besides.  I  do 
not  see  that  there  will  be  any  use  in  opposing  him  further, 
as  Fessenden  is  bent  on  his  appointment.  It  may  be  that 
as  a  sort  of  a  compromise  the  State  will  be  divided  into 
seven  districts.  Of  the  persons  reconnnended  who  can 
take  the  oath  I  think  the  inclosed  list  will  be  most  accej^t- 
able  or  least  objectionable  to  ITorth  Carolinians  here. 
They  are  all  natives  except  Estes  and  Piermont.  What 
do  you  think  of  the  list  ?  The  friends  of  Andre.w  Jack- 
son Jones  of  Bladen  (I  believe)  press  him  instead  of  Wm. 
Worth  for  the  Fayetteville  district.  Wm.  H.  Thompson  is 
the  only  one  that  I  ask  as  a  personal  favor.  I  do  not 
know  WuL  B.  P(  id,  but  he  is  said  to  be  a  young  man  of 
intelligence  now  living  in  Ealeigh.  His  mother  is  Mrs. 
Eeid  of  Ealeigh.  The  men  put  down  for  the  Yth  or 
Mountain  district  were  named  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  member 
of  Congress  elect.  I  send  you  the  list  as  it  seems  likely 
to  be  made  up.  If  you  would  wish  any  material  altera- 
tions made  please  say  so.  I  think  it  important  that  the 
places  should  be  filled  without  saying  much  about  it,  for 
if  it  is  once  known  that  there  are  to  be  a  few  new  places 
every  jSTorthern  Itember  of  Congress  will  be  demanding 
it   for  some  friend   of  his. 

The  a])i)()intnients  Avill  hardly  be  made  before  Tuesday 
next. 
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From  D.  F.  Caldwell. 

Greensboro  Jan.  IJf.  1866 
Since  the  Convention  adjonintd  I  have  received  letters  ^l^^'^'''^'"^^^*^'^ 
from  the  most  influential  sources  pressing  me  to  write  the 
communication  enclosed.  I  wish  you  to  have  it  published 
as  corrected  in  the  Sentinel.  Mind  mj  prediction,  if  five 
millions  of  new  bonds  are  issued  to  pay  the  couponds  now 
due  on  the  old  bonds  and  for  other  purposes  the  whole 
debt  of  the  State  will  be  repudiated.  So  thoroughly  satis- 
fied are  the  old  bond  holders  of  this  fact  in  this  section 
that  I  know  of  no  one  but  is  in  favor  of  my  plan  and 
seems  to  now  jump  at  the  chance  to  exchange  these  bonds 
for  concilitory  notes  of  this  kind  I  have  proposed  to  have 
issued.  It  might  be  best  as  has  been  suggested  to  my 
mind,  in  view  of  one  decision  on  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  to  call  on  the  bond  holders  to  deposit 
their  bonds  for  ten  years  in  the  public  treasury  and  issue 
to  them  certificates  of  deposit  somewhat  in  this  form — 
This  is  to  certify  that  John  Smith  has  deposited  with  the 
Public  Treasury  ten  dollars  which  will  be  paid  to  the 
bearer  at  his  option  within  ten  years  and  to  bear  one  per 
cent  per  annum  until  then.  The  bonds  deposited  thus  for 
credit  resources  and  all  else  to  be  pledged  for  their  redemp- 
tion at  the  end  of  ten  years.  This  would  give  us  a  good  cur- 
rency, irlticJi  ice  must  hare  and  would  enable  the  State 
by  selling  our  R.  R.  stock  to  reduce  our  debt  to  a  small 
sum  if  the  proper  taxes  were  collected.  In  the  name  of 
the  people  of  the  State — our  credit  and  prosperity — I  call 
upon  you  to  immortalize  your  administration  by  aiding 
this  Legislature  to  adopt  a  financial  system  that  will  re- 
lieve laboring  and  down-trodden  humanity  and  difuse 
new  life  and  vigor  into  all  the  diversified  interests  of  so- 
ciety. Bankers,  Banks  and  Stockholders  have  long  enough 
controled  and  dictated  the  policy  of  the  State — uoav  if 
ever  is  the  time  for  relief  and  reform.  Tyson  H.  Lind- 
sav  and  everv  banker  I  have  seen  savs  I  have  hit  the  nail 
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on  the  head.  A  gentleman  of  the  finest  financial  ability 
sent  me  word  that  he  shonld  soon  back  up  what  I  have 
said  in  the  Patriot.  Another  will  soon  make  a  proposi- 
tion to  the  legislature  which  I  think  will  not  vary  much 
from  what  I  have  written.  He  favors  the  depositing  of 
the  bonds  as  I  have  and  issuing  certificates  all  the  out- 
standing circulating  certificates  to  be  redeemed  at  the  end 
of  10  years  by  the  issue  of  six  per  cent  new  cupon  bonds, 
etc.  This  is  to  give  more  credit  and  to  meet  some  fine  spun 
constitutional  objections,  which  may  be  well  enough.  If 
you  make  any  recommendation  to  this  Legislature  I  would 
advise  this  plan — You  will  find  it  safe  and  popular  and 
highly  beneficial  and  if  it  serves  not  I  had  rather  be  right 
that  Governor  of  I^.  C. — I  desire  to  see  a  new  order  of 
things  begin  in  jST  C  under  your  administration.  The 
people  like  a  hold  and  independent  man  one  that  is  honest 
and  is  willing  to  do  and  dare  for  them  and  the  State.  I 
room  to  say  no  more — But  pray  God  to  bless  inspire  and 
direct  you  during  your  administration  and  make  you  a 
blessiiiff  to  us  all. 


Relatinar  to 


From  B.  S.  Hedricl\ 

Washington,  D.  C.  Jan.  6,  1866 
I  received  your  dispatch  recommendino-  Mr.  Sol  Pool, 

±teiaiing  lo  t'  i  o  7 

m«uf ^  *^^°"^*'  ^^^^  ^  ^^'^^^  P^^^  ^^"^  down  for  the  assessor  in  the  Ealeigh 
Dist.  If  you  think  it  all  right  I  will  put  A.  J.  Jones  of 
Columbus  for  assessor  in  the  3rd  or  Fayetteville  Dist. 

With  those  changes  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  let  the 
rest  of  the  nominations  stand  as  I  i^roposed  in  my  letter 
of  Saturday  last.  I  have  seen  Gen.  Estes  and  have  agreed 
to  withdraw  all  ()])]iosition  to  hinu  He  said  he  had  al- 
ready determined  to  idtntifv  himself  with  IST.  C.  and  as 
Holden  and  Pool  and  Crews  with  others  have  already  en- 
dorsrd   him,   T  do  not  believe  it   was  well  to  oppose  him 
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iui'tber.  If  we  can  get  all  the  rest  of  the  noiuiiiations 
for  iSTorth  Carolina  and  get  them  confirmed  we  will  do 
well.  Every  Northern  Congressman  will  be  pushing  his 
particular  friend  unless  the  places  are  filled  soon.  Today 
I  feel  a  little  alarmed  about  Starbuck's  confirmation. 
Holden  with  his  fiendish  maligiiity  tried  hard  to  get  Star- 
buck's  name  withdra^vn  by  the  President  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed. He  may  now  try  his  hand  on  the  Senate  on  the 
ground  that  Starbuck  is  in  favor  of  paying  the  rebel  war 
debt.  I  will  try  and  see  some  of  the  Senators  at  once. 
Goodloe  is  confirmed  as  Marshal.  He  yesterday  handed 
your  letter  to  the  President.     Judge  Brooks  is  here. 

It  is  probable  that  an  agent  of  the  Treasury  Dept.  will 
call  on  you  in  a  few  days  about  the  nominations  to  be 
made  of  Internal  Revenue  officers.  As  I  said  before,  it 
will  be  well  to  have  the  appointments  made  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  best  to  have  them  all  on  one  list.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Asst.  Assessors  must  then  be  looked  to. 

I  find  that  Calvin  J.  Cowles  of  Wilkes  is  the  man  that 
Holden  tried  to  put  in  the  place  of  S.  H.  Wiley,  and  he 
put  a  man  named  jSTowell  of  Chowan  for  Collectorship  of 
the  1st  Dist.  in  place  of  Col.  E.  W.  Jones. 

A.  J.  Jones  is  Holden's  nomination  for  the  3rd.  He 
can  take  the  oath  and  is  said  to  be  a  very  worthy  man. 
i^ot  one  of  the  new  men  recommended  by  Holden  can  take 
the  oath.  Wm.  M.  Powell  who  is  on  my  list  for  Collector 
of  the  Raleigh  Dist.  lives  in  Warren  County  and  is 
strongly  recommended  by  Mr.  Goodlie.  Powell  is  good 
to  be  the  only  man  of  influence  in  Warren  County  that 
was  Union  throughout.     He  can  take  the  oath. 
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From  D.  H.  Starhuch. 

Salem^  J  any.  16,  1866. 
Regarding  saving        Oui*  people  are  miich  gratified  to  learii  from  the  papers 

01  StOCJtC. 

that  yoii  are  taking  steps  to  prevent  them  from  having 
wrestled  from  them  stock  which  was  abandoned  by  the 
union  forces,  and  which  have  been  recruited  and  fattened 
up  by  our  people.  When  General  Stoneman's  forces 
passed  through  this  section  along  their  whole  route  for 
miles  wide  took  every  servicable  horse  that  could  be  found 
often  leaving  broken  down  stock  in  their  stead  which  have 
been  by  good  nursing  and  feeding  recruited  up  by  our 
people  so  as  to  very  well  answer  their  necessities  on  their 
farms,  etc.  Xow  there  are  persons  professing  to  be  act- 
ing under  authority  of  Genl.  Ruger  or  his  subordinates 
gath^'ing  up  all  these  horses  about  here  and  taking  them 
to  Lexington  to  be  sold.  They  took  a  few  days  since  from 
our  friend  Genl.  Joseph  F.  Poindexter  two  of  these  horses 
which  had  been  left  with  him  and  recruited :  this  when 
Stoneman's  men  had  taken  last  x\pril  from  him  3  valuable 
ones  and  large  amounts  of  bacon,  corn,  and  done  him  be- 
sides considerable  damage  to  property.  This  is  all  wrong: 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  might  be  remedied  so  as  to  do  justice 
to  the  Government  and  the  citizens  by  the  Government  ap- 
pointing a  commission  to  visit  each  couiity  and  pass  on 
the  claims  of  all  citizens  for  their  losses  of  property  by  the 
Union  forces  and  to  investigate  their  claims  to  abandoned 
Union  stock  and  decide  according  to  justice  and  equity  be- 
tween them,  and  where  a  balance  is  found  due  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  citizens  so  award  it,  and  where  a  bal- 
ance is  found  due  any  loyal  citizen  so  award  it  and  give 
a  certificate  accordingly.  While  you  have  this  matter  un- 
der investigation  I  wish  you  would  submit  a  ]UM])osition 
of  this  character  to  the  United  States  authoi-itic  s.  1  think 
a  citizen  should  be  required  to  establish  his  loyalty  to  ihc 
Government,  for  no  loyal  man  should  be  taxed  to  make  u}) 
losses  sustained  by  secessionists  Avho  involved  the  country 
in  Avar  and  brought  the  injury  on  their  own  hi'a<ls. 
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[P.  S.] — Also  citizens  were  often  induced  to  swap 
horses  to  the  Union  troops  by  force  of  persuasion  that 
they  were  getting  a  good  title.  In  all  such  cases  where  the 
citizens  have  given  a  consideration  for  the  Union  stock 
he  ought  to  be  protected. 


Frcm  D.  H.  Sf^(r'>ucJ^. 

Salem^  J  any.  10,  1S66. 

If  yon  have  not  already  noticed  it,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention  to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  April  1863 
granting  to  each  State  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  for 
each  and  every  senator  and  representative  in  Congress 
but  providing  that  no  state  while  in  rebellion  should  be 
entitled  to  it;  being  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  College  to  encourage  the  AgriciUtural  &  Mechanical 
arts.  This  act  required  each  State  to  accept  the  gTant 
within  two  years  from  the  date  of  its  passage.  In  July 
1864  Congress  extended  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  any 
State  that  might  thereafter  signify  their  acceptance  of 
this  law  by  their  Legislatures.  Therefore  it  is  becom- 
ing vastly  important  that  this  Legislature  shonld  accept 
this  act  and  secure  thereby  270,000  acres  of  land  to  our 
State,  for  if  it  is  delayed  until  after  July  we  lose  it.  Also 
it  ought  to  provide  for  your  Excellency  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission to  locate  this  land. 

I  hope  you  Avill  urge  this  matter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature.  I  have  named  it  to  Dr.  Wheeler  of  the 
Llouse  of  Commons  and  requested  him  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  the  matter  and  I  promised  him 
that  I  would  draw  up  a  Bill  for  the  case,  but  it  will  come 
with  more  weight  if  recommended  by  your  Excellency. 


pardon. 
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From  Burgess  8.  Gaither. 

•MoRGAXTOX^  January  17 fh  1S66. 

Relating  to  his  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 

note  of  the  12th  instant,  informing  me,  that  you  found  my 
petition  for  pardon  in  the  Executive  Office,  which  you 
had  forAvarded  to  the  President,  Avith  your  recommenda- 
tion that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted.  I  am  very  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  and  fully  appreciate 
the  favor  you  have  conferred  on  me. 

I  was  greatly  surprised  to  hear  that  my  petition  had 
not  been  forwarded  by  Gov.  Holden,  and  was  under  the 
impression  that  my  application  had  been  filed  long  since 
and  was  with  the  superior  courts  at  Washington  and  am 
really  gratified  that  Gov.  Holden  did  not  consider  my  ap- 
plication worthy  of  his  notice.  He  and  myself  entertain  of 
each  other  similar  opinions,  and  any  contempt  which  he 
can  possibly  entertain  for  me,  is  more  than  reciprocated 
on  my  part.  I  enclosed  my  application  for  pardon  to  Mr. 
Caldwell  while  he  was  in  Raleigh,  last  August,  acting  as 
one  of  Holden's  aids,  with  the  request,  that  he  would 
present  the  same  to  Holden  for  his  endorsement,  and  in 
case  he  did  not  recommend  it,  to  enclose  it  back  to  me.  In 
our  course  of  mail,  the  petition  was  returned  to  me  with- 
out endorsement,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Caldwell,  inform- 
ing me  that  Holden  could  not  recommend  it.  I  put  my- 
self to  no  further  trouble  in  the  matter,  until  the  Western 
members  of  the  Convention  were  passing  through  this 
place  on  their  way  to  Raleigh,  some  of  them  enquired  if  I 
had  obtained  my  pardon  and  I  gave  them  the  information 
of  Holdcn's  conduct.  Some  of  them  insisted  that  I  should 
send  it  back  and  I  gave  it  again  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  and 
I  understood  from  some  of  the  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion on  their  return,  that  ten  or  fifteen  of  them  had  joined 
in  a  written  communication  to  Holden  enjoining  him  to 
recommend  my  application.  Since  Avhich  time  I  have 
heard  nothing,  until  I  received  vour  note.     I  had  written 
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to  no  one  upon  the  sul)ject,  cither  at  Kaleigh  or  Wash- 
ington or  elsewhere  and  was  quietly  waiting  the  result, 
with  no  great  anxiety  in  the  matter.  I  have  lost  every- 
thing by  the  war,  have  nothing  to  confiscate,  and  if  it  is 
thought  necessary  to  prosecute  me  for  treason  and  hand 
me,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  a  matter  of  much  importance 
to  me  or  the  public,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  yourself  and  the  country 
upon  your  success  in  the  recent  election,  and  assure  you 
that  you  have  no  friends  in  the  State  who  feels  a  deeper 
interest  in  your  administration  of  public  affairs,  or  who 
will  give  you  a  more  decided  support  and  confidence. 


To  B.  8.  HedricJc. 

Ealeigh,  N".  C.  Jan.  17/66 

Yes — I  protest  against  the  nomination  of  any  non- 
residents. I  can  nominate  men  who  live  in  the  State  who 
can  take  the  oath. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


From  B.  S.  Hednck. 
Washington,  D.  C.  Jan.  17,  1866. 
I  have  iust  received  your  dispatch    saying    that    vou  Relating  to  Federal 

•>  J  i.  1/       o  t  appointments. 

^'protest  against  the  appointment  of  non-residents".  jSTone 
of  the  names  on  my  list  were  non-residents,  and  only  two 
w^ere  natives  of  other  States.  Gen.  L.  G.  Estes  states  that 
he  has  been  a  resident  citizen  of  F  C.  for  the  last  7 
months;  that  he  has  purchased  property  there  and  in- 
tends to  make  Forth  Carolina  his  home.  Dr.  Piermont 
is  a  native  of  Virginia  but  has  long  lived  in  Elizabeth 
City.     I  did  not  prefer  him,  but  as  he  has  b3en  appointed 
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since  Holden  was  Gov.  I  thought  best  to  leave  him,  un- 
less the  citizens  of  the  1st  Dist.  objected  to  him. 

As  you  are  aware,  Estes  was  not  my  first  choice.  But 
I  sincerely  believe  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  State 
and  of  your  administration  that  under  the  circumstances 
he  should  be  appointed.  Mr.  Thompson's  nomination 
with  your  endorsement  was  sent  to  the  Senate  last  week, 
but  was  withdrawn  on  the  remonstrance  of  Senator  Fes- 
senden  who  insists  that  Estes  is  a  citizen  of  iST.  C.  and 
must  have  the  place,  yours  and  my  recommendation  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  I  wish  I  could  tell  you 
how  matters  are  here.  Holden  has  still  power  to  defonn 
you  and  the  State.  He  with  many  others  haye  pressed 
Estes's  nomination.  With  all  the  ]S[.  C.  nominations  be- 
fore the  Senate  is  it  well  to  provoke  an  issue  just  now? 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  yield  the  point,  especially  as 
Estes  seems  really  to  be  a  resident  ? 

All  the  other  new  names  on  the  list  are  worthy  men, 
natives  of  the  State,  who  vdll  in  all  things  have  the  greatest 
sympathy  with  our  people. 

I  understand  a  special  messenger  from  the  Treasury 
Dept.  has  gone  to  Raleigh  to  consult  you.  He  will  ex- 
plain matters  as  they  relate  to  the  Treasury  and  the  Presi- 
dent. I  do  not  know  whether  the  matter  of  the  Senators 
will  be  referred  to. 

I  have  put  down  Prof.  Sol  Pool  for  Assessor  in  the  4th 
Dist.  and  A.  J.  Jones  for  the  3rd  Dist.  Dr.  C.  W.  Wool- 
len is  now  Asst.  Assessor  in  the  present  (old)  2nd  Dist. 
and  knows  something  of  the  work.  Mr.  Wm.  Powell  lives 
near  Warrenton. 

I  fear  very  much  that  your  dispatch  today  will  pro- 
duce serious  trouble.  If  Holden  had  been  an  honest  man 
the  whole  matter  would  have  been  settled  long  ago. 

Some  orders  have  been  issued  on  the  "horse  question" 
which  I  ho]x^  you  received. 
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From  B.  S.  Hedrick. 
WasiiinCxTon.  D.  C.  Jan.  23,  18GG. 
I  received  on  the  21st  vonrs  of  the  ISth  iiist.  and  have  Reinting  to  parrion 

matters  and  Fed- 

tried  to  see  the  Attorney  General  in  reg-ard  to  the  matter  ^'™'  'n>i'"intmc-nts. 
of  pardons,  bnt  so  far  withont  sncccss.     Bnt  will  try  again 
tomorrow.      I  wonld  however   say  that   I  know  that   the 
President  is  reluctant  to  issne  pardons  just  now,  mainly 
for  the  reason  that  there  are  other  very  important  mat- 
ters pressing  upon  him  and  it  is  not  well  to  ask  him  to 
do  more  just  now  in  the  way  of  pardons  until  Congress 
shall  give  some  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  what 
has  been  done.      I  would  say  to  the  pardon  seekers  that 
it  would  be  best  to  wait  a  litte  while.     There  is  no  dis- 
position to  put  them  on  trial  or  hang  them,  and  the  Presi- 
dent has  so  clearly  indicated  his  policy  in  regard  to  the 
South,  that  it  seems  to  me  that  no  one  can  doubt  his  desire 
to  restore  peace  and  harmony  with  as  little  harshness  as 
possible.   And  in  Congress  while  there  are  many  that  mani- 
fest a  degree  of  savage  ferocity  which  is  well  calculated 
to  alarm  the  whole  conntry,  still  I  think  there  are  even 
among  the  Radicals  many  who  only  desires  that  the  South 
shall  have  peace  on  a  sure  basis.     If  I  believed  that  the 
overwhelming  radical  vote  in  Congress  was  given  by  those 
bent  on  ruining  the  South,  I  Avould  indeed  despair.     But 
something  must  be  done  to  make  the  better  part  of  the 
radicals  vote  with  the  real  national  party  that  is  yet  to 
grow  up.     I  hope  a  few  months  will  indicate  how  this  is 
to   be   done.      In   the   meantime   the   so-called   friends   of 
the   South,  the  copper-heads,  wull  lose  no  opportunity  to 
drive  all  sorts  of  Republicans  into  what  is  called  the  ex- 
treme radical  wing. 

Yesterday  Geo.  "W.  Brooks  of  Pasquotank  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate  as  U.  S.  Dist.  Judge  for  ^t.  C.  and 
D.  H.   Starbuck  as  U.  S.  Dist.  Attorney  D.  R.  Goodloe 
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was  eontirmed  a  few  days  ago  as  Marshal.  So  the  U.  S. 
Dist.  Courts  in  ]^.  C.  are  now  duly  organized.  I  think 
]^.  C.  is  the  first  State  since  the  collapse  of  the  rebellion 
to  reestablish  the  IT.  S.  Courts.  All  the  principal  officers 
are  natives  of  the  State. 

jSTothing  positive  has  been  done  about  the  appointment 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  officers.  Last  week  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  sent  an  inspector  tO'  jST.  C.  to  visit  the 
offices  already  open  and  he  was  directed  to  call  to  see  you 
on  his  way,  and  report.  It  is  expected  that  his  report 
would  have  reached  here  ere  this.  I  hope  he  will  bring 
word  that  the  list,  substantially  as  handed  in,  is  approved 
fl.s  a  ivliole.  I  understand  that  A.  J.  Jones  declines  the 
place  of  Assessor  in  the  3rd  Dist.  According  to  the  origi- 
nal agreement  in  case  Jones  declined,  then  Wm.  Worth, 
who  is  now  Assist,  assessor  at  Fayetteville  was  to  have 
the  place.  A  young  man,  Pendleton  King  has  written 
that  he  has  applied  to  you  for  a  recommendation  for  that 
place.  King  would  make  a  good  officer,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  he  is  any  better  than  Wm.  Worth.  They  are  both 
unobjectionable,  and  I  think  both  about  equally  deserving. 
I  hope  your  report  by  the  Inspector  will  be  received  soon 
for  every  days'  delay  will  make  it  more  difficult  to  se- 
cure the  appointment  of  as  good  a  list  as  that  now  before 
the  Secretary. 

r  have  carefully  read  your  message  to  the  legislature 
and  most  heartily  approve  it.  The  only  part  that  can  be 
objected  to  at  the  North  will  be  that  relating  to  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau.  I  believe  there  is  but  little  of  JST.  C.  that 
could  not  deal  justly  by  all  classes  of  citizens  as  soon  as 
the  Courts  are  established,  but  still  there  is  some  uncer- 
tainty in  the  matter.  And  very  great  uncertainty  in  r{^- 
gard  to  other  Southern  States.  Congress  will  not  discrim- 
inate between  the  several  Southern  State  lately  in  revolt. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  Trumbuirs  bill  will  pass  both 
houses  of  Congress  very  soon.      I  have  not  had  time  to 
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read  it.  As  the  South  must  ha\^e  the  Freeduiau's  Bureau 
in  some  shape,  it  has  already  seemed  to  me  the  best  plan 
to  make  the  commissioners  partly  local,  so  as  to  give  them 
a  chance  for  more  intelligent  action,  and  to  act  as  a  check 
on  abuses.  JSTow  everything  depends  upon  the  character 
of  the  particular  individual  who  happens  to  be  sent  to  a 
neighborhood. 

dominations  for  Collectors  and  Assessors  as  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

1st     Dist.        E.  W.  Jones  (appointed)  Collector 

"^         "  K.  Piermont)  (appointed)  Assessor 

2nd       "         L.  G.  Estes  Collector 

"  "  Jenning  Pigott  Assessor 

8rd       "         Chas.  W.  Woollen  Collector 

"  "  Wm.  Worth  Assessor 

4th       "         Wm.  M.  Powell  Collector 

"  "  Solomon  Pool  Assessor 

5th       "         Wm.  H.  Thompson  Collector 

"  "  Jesse  Wheeler  (appointed)         Assessor 

6th       "  Sam  H.  Wiley  (appointed)       Collector 

"  "  H.  H.  Helper  (appointed)  Assessor 

Tth       "  John  B.  Weaver  Collector 

"  "         Wm.  W.  Andern  Assessor 


From  William  A.  Graham. 

HiLLSBORO^  Jan.  26th  1866. 
I  observe  in  the  Sentinel  of  yesterday  a  telegram  from  Protest  against 

'  ""  title  of  State  agent. 

Washington  saying  that  Dr.  Powell  "State  Agent  for 
jSTorth  Carolina"  was  about  to  set  off  for  Raleigh,  etc.  I 
supposed  that  a  State  Agency  in  Raleigh  was  only  main- 
tained under  the  Provisional  Government,  and  that  the 
Constitutional  Government  of  the  State  did  not  need,  or 
authorize,  any  State  Agency  there.  If  the  Government  of 
31 
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the  United  States  is  about  to  send  a  clerk  of  the  Treasury 
department  to  Raleigh  on  business,  and  choses  to  ad- 
vertise his  advent  as  such,  there  is  no  objection.  But 
if  he  has  no  authority  as  State  Agent,  and  I  presume  he 
has  none,  there  is  an  arrogant  assumption  in  gaztttiug 
him  by  that  title,  which  the  press  of  the  State  ought  to 
correct. 

Your  message  is,  I  think,  very  well  received  at  home. 
I  take  no  paper  abroad  but  the  National  Intelligencer, 
which  has  only  a  negative  kind  of  notice.  I  fear  the 
Bureau  of  Freedmen  is  to  be  fastened  upon  us  for  some 
time:  and  if  so,  there  can  be  but  little  security  to  the 
white  men  in  any  asserted  rights.  Thefts  are  of  daily 
and  nightly  occurrence  in  this  vicinity,  and  negroes  with 
arms  are  traversing  the  country  under  pretence  of  hunt- 
ing but  really  for  stealing.  The  Legislature  might  change 
the  law  of  homicide,  so  as  to  excuse  whenever  there  is 
a  trespass  on  the  curtilage  in  the  night  time  with  intent 
to  steal.  Indeed  the  attempt  to  commit  crime  ought  in 
all  cases  to  be  indictable  and  punishable. 

I  hear  nothing  from  Washington  except  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  papers.  The  temper  of  Congress  is  not 
more  favorable  to  justice  to  the  Southern  States  since  the 
recess  of  Congress  than  it  was  before.  But  the  discus- 
sions :  if  they  are  ]iublished  at  the  jSTorth  will,  I  think  be 
favorable  to  us.  The  speech  of  Rev.  G.  Johnson,  which 
has  been  sent  me  in  pamphlet,  and  of  Doolittle  against 
treating  the  States  as  conquered  provinces,  must  have  ef- 
fect where  any  sense  of  truth  remains. 

I  may  visit  Raleigh  in  the  course  of  next  week. 


To  General  Buffer. 

Jan.  27th  1S66. 
I  inclose  extract  from   a  letter  from  A.   Mitchell,  one 
of  the  Circuit  judges  of  the  State  to  Judge  Fowle  of  this 
City. 
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I  especially  call  your  attention  to  it  and  wish  to  know 
whether  if  the  facts  be  as  cited,  yon  will  deem  it  your 
duty  to  have  the  matter  investigated. 

I  learn  that  one  of  the  parties  released  from  the  prison 
is  a  terror  to  the  orderly  citizens  of  that  part  of  the  State. 
I  get  this  information  from  Judge  Fowle. 

EncJosure. 

(Extract  from  a  letter  to  Judge    Mitchell  from    Judge 

Fowle.) 

Statesville^  Jan.  25th  1866. 

"A  detail  of  IT.  S.  soldiers  from  Salisbury  under  com-  I'tatSidfeS""^'^ 
mand  of  Q.  M.  Sergeant  assigned  to  the  duty  getting  up 
Government  stock  in  the  surrounding  country,  on  Sabbath 
evening  last,  constrained  the  jailer  (as  he  alleges)  to  sur- 
render to  them  his  key  and  they  released  the  prisoners 
committed  by  you.  Cook  and  Blackwell,  and  escorted 
them  out  of  town,  and  they  made  their  escape  and  they 
remain  at  large.  I  cannot  say  their  commander  was 
privy  to  it  but  by  some  it  is  said  he  was  inclined  to  ex- 
tenuate the  outrage,  A  representation  of  the  transaction 
has  been  made  to  Genl.  Packard,  Commandant  at  Salis- 
bury, but  he  has  given  us  no  response — Such  an  act  nat- 
urally causes  irritation  and  tends  to  paralyze  the  influence 
of  the  Judicial  administration."  % 


From-  B.  S.  Hedrick. 
Washington,  D.  C.  Jan.  27th,  1866. 
I  have  iust  seen  the  Attornev  General  in  reference  to  Regarding  pardon 

''  '  matters  and  Fed- 

the  ^'300  applications  for  pardon"  mentioned  in  your  let-  erai  appointments, 
ter  of  the  ISth  inst.     He  directed  his  clerk  to  make  out 
pardon  papers  for  the  whole  of  them,  and  said  he  would 
sign  them.      They  will  then  go  at  once  to  the  President 
and  be  signed  I  presume.     They  must  not  he  published. 
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I  have  just  seen  the  list  of  Collectors  and  Assessors  as 
YOU  finally  sent  it  in.  I  feel  a  good  deal  mortified  that 
Wm.  H.  Thompson  could  not  have  the  place  of  Collector 
for  the  5th  Dist.  I  have  worked  so  hard  and  so  long  to 
get  it  for  him  that  it  is  too  hard  now  to  fail.  He  would 
have  had  it  last  October,  but  Holden  out  of  spite  to  me 
kept  him  out  of  it.  I  thought  that  now  you  had  recom- 
mended it,  that  it  was  to  be  considered  good.  I  do  not 
know  what  influence  Lash  may  have  had  to  embitter  him 
to  over-ride  Thompson.  But  this  I  know.  If  Mr  Lash 
had  only  accepted  the  nomination  tendered  to  him  just 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  we  should  never  have  got 
into  the  Estes  business.  I  begged  Lash  to  accept  the 
place,  just  to  have  the  matter  settled.  But  he  would  do 
nothing.  The  fact  is  Lash  cares  little  about  the  place, 
as  he  is  a  man  of  wealth,  an  old  batchelor,  and  can  do 
much  better  for  himself  and  the  State  by  taking  care  of 
the  Banking  System  for  the  State.  But  what  is  done  is 
done.  I  understand  the  list  as  sent  in  will  go  to  the  Sen- 
ate on  Monday.  It  is  very  important  that  it  go  through 
as  soon  as  i30ssible,  for  eveiy  day  there  is  some  new  ap- 
plicant turning  up  for  one  of  the  places,  some  outsider. 
There  is  a  fellow  here  named  Steadman,  formerly  of  New 
York,  late  of  Beaufort  who  thinks  he  is  entitled  to  some- 
thing. From  sources  worthy  of  the  highest  credit  I  learn 
that  he  is  a  good  deal  of  an  imposter,  and  has  been  bor- 
rowing money  from  nearly  everybody  about  Beaufort. 

I  suppose  Sol.  Pool  does  not  want  the  place,  as  Mr. 
Harrison  is  put  in  the  place  for  what  you  formerly  nomi- 
nated him. 

I  see  that  old  Powell  telegraphed  from  this  city  on 
the  24th  inst.  that  he  was  still  "State  Agent".  He  and 
some  others  started  the  story  here  soon  after  Holden  was 
relieved  that  Holden  was  to  have  all  the  patronage  of  the 
office  of  Gov.  and  on  that  condition  you  were  permitted 
to  ffo  into  office. 
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From  D.  F.  Caldwell. 

Gree^;sboro  X.  C.  Jan.  27th  iSOO. 
As  I  feel  iiiuisuallv  solicitious  for  the  success  of  vour  i^^^'i^e  as  to  state 

tmancial  aftairs. 

administration  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  troubling 
you  again  with  my  views  on  an  financial  policy.  There 
is  unusual  anxiety  and  solicitude  throughout  this  section 
of  the  State  I  give  it  as  my  decided  opinion  that  if  the 
legislature  funds  the  bank  interest  on  the  old  bonds  of 
the  State,  as  provides  for  the  payment  thereafter  as  Gov. 
Graham's  (Berry's)  bill  provides;  or  attempts  to  have  a 
desire  to  j^ay  it,  very  few  who  vote  for  these,  any  one  of 
these  measures  well  considered  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  their  constituents  hereafter.  This  repeal  or  modifica- 
tion of  our  usuary  laws  will  be  still  more  distasteful  to 
a  large  majority  of  our  people.  Honestly  believing  that 
the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  public  sentiment  among 
influential  as  well  as  the  more  humble  in  life  I  do  hope 
for  your  sake  if  nothing  else.  I'our  friends  will  delib- 
erate long  and  well  before  they  are  prevailed  upon  to 
adopt  any  of  these  measures.  I  can  name  many  of  the 
old  bond  holders  who  think  with  me  that  if  such  a  course 
of  policy  is  adopted  repudiation  will  of  necessity  follow 
— why  not  pass  a  bill  to  sell  out  all  the  State's  stock  for 
these  bonds  as  you  recommended.  This  measure  is  ex- 
ceedingly popular  with  the  people.  I  have,  in  fact,  heard 
but  one  man  oppose  it  and  he  was  Thomas  Fuller  the  for- 
mer President  of  the  ]^.  C.  Eail  Road.  Then  get  the  legisla- 
ture request  all  the  other  bond-holders  to  deposit  the  re- 
mainder of  the  old  bonds  with  him  and  issue  to  the  holders 
thereof  certificates  of  deposit  for  the  same  redeemable  and 
fundable  in  new  coupon  bonds  bearing  six  per  cent  in- 
terest payable  in  Raleigh  in  5,  T  or  10  years  as  may  be 
thought  best.  The  bonds  ought  not  to  be  exemp  from  tax- 
ation when  reissued  (I  mean  the  six  per  cent  coupond 
bonds).     These  certificates  should  be  made  redeemable  for 
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all  ]-»ublic  diir^s  and  all  other  demands  that  may  be  made 
on  the  Stale  and  county  treasuries.  Let  the  holders  of 
these  certifficates  have  the  power  and  authority  to  loan 
them  at  seven  per  cent  per  annum.  If  this  is  done  we  will 
soon  have  currency  a  plenty  but  not  too  much.  Then  let  a 
good  and  judicious  tax  be  levied  and  collected  gradually 
increasing  at  every  year  and  thus  reduce  the  indebtedness 
of  the  State.  If  the  certifficates  depreciate  in  value  let 
the  tax  be  increased  in  proportion.  And  my  word !  every 
bond  holder  will  get  nearer  par  value  for  his  bonds  by 
this  ])lan  than  any  other.  I  have  little  faith  in  the  N^a- 
tional  Bank  and  currency.  This  Finances  are  likely  in  my 
opinion,  with  other  fillabusters  to  get  us  in  a  foreign  war 
if  so  good  bye  to  jSTational  Bank  and  Greenbacks.  I  have 
and  I  think  all  reasonable  men  would  soon  have  greater 
confidence  in  our  Treasury  Certifficates  than  on  the  old 
bonds — deposited — though  for  safety  they  should  be  de- 
stroyed— and  this  faith  and  credit  of  the  States  than  any 
paper  currency  that  has  been  put  in  circulation  in  the 
State  since  it  has  been  organized.  For  this  single  reason 
it  rests  on  a  better  and  more  reliable  basis  as  I  can  dem- 
onstrate to  the  satisfaction  of  any  reasonable  intelligent 
mind  in  the  State  I  press  this  matter  upon  your  consid- 
eration from  the  purest  and  best  of  motives.  I  under- 
stand Jesse  H.  Lindsay  is  going  down  to  night.  There 
js  litterally  no  money  in  the  country.  This  Legislature 
will  be  compelled  to  give  us  some  sort  of  paper  Why  not 
adopt  the  measure  proposed  it  will  not  be  obligatory  on 
any  one  to  comply  with  the  terms  proposed.  If  any  of 
them  can  provise.  to  get  pay  for  their  bonds  on  the  in- 
terest due  on  them  more  certainly  or  at  an  earlier  day  I 
have  no  objection. 
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To  Wm.  Foy. 

Ealeigh,  Jan.  29th  1866. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th 
inst.  I  communicated  a  copy  of  it  to  Genl.  Ruger,  solicit- 
ing his  aid  iu  remedying  the  grievences  to  which  you  call 
attention.  As  the  State  is  not  permitted  to  arm  its 
militia,  I  feared  our  embryo  civil  authorities  would  be 
unable  to  suppress  the  armed  robbery  you  describe. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  answer  which  would  have  been 
sent  sooner  but  for  pressure  of  urgent  business. 

Xew  Been. 


From  B.  S.  Hedricl-  to  Kemp  P.  Battle.^ 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Jan.  29,  1866. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  letter  for  the  Governor,  which 
jDlease  read  and  lay  before  him  as  soon  as  convenient.  If 
the  Gov.  should  substitute  Thompson  for  Lash  please  tel- 
egraph me.  I  shall  not  delay  the  appointment  on  account 
of  the  change  for  I  think  it  very  important  that  the  ap- 
pointment be  made  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

We  are  all  well.  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  pack  up  and 
send  the  Finance  Reports,  but  will  do  so  soon.  I  have 
spent  so  much  time  of  late  over  N".  C.  matters  that  I  am. 
behind  with  my  office  work.  Did  you  see  the  Progress 
of  the  26th  in  regard  to  Powell? 


'  Kemp  P.  Battle  was  at  this  time  Public  Treasurer.     His  previous 
public  service  had  been  as  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1861. 
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From  Geo.  Stronuch. 

MoKEHEAD  City  Jan  29th  1866. 

At  the  request  of  the  iirni  (Henshaw  and  Thorl)nrn) 
with  which  I  am  at  present  connected,  and  other  firms  of 
this  place,  I  respectfully  ask  vonr  views  on  the  follow- 
ing, viz 

Whether  or  not  Merchants  who  have  been  transacting 
business  during  the  war,  in  the  State  of  Xorth  Carolina, 
and  who  have  been  paying  the  tax  required  to  the  IT.  S, 
Govrmt.  for  Mdse  reed  (prior  to  the  end  of  the  war)  will 
be  required  to  jiay  the  same  tax  again  under  the  "Tax 
Bill"  passed  by  the  Convention. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  Merchants  who 
have  been  located  here  for  2  or  3  Years  and  they  would 
like  very  much  to  hear  your  views  on  the  subject. 

The  net  amt  of  Tax  (Rev.  &;  Gov)  paid  by  our  firm  to 
the  Govmt  of  the  U.  S.  prior  to  the  end  of  the  war  was 
over  $1000  and  they  consider  it  very  unjust  for  them  to 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  same  again.  Many  other  Mer- 
chants are  similarly  situated. 

Hoping  that  you  will  favor  us  with  your  views. 


To  Lewis  Hones. 

Jan  29  1866. 

Kion  returns.  ^^  rctum  cau  be  found  in  this  office  of  the  Congres- 
sional election  in  the  ord  .jth  and  6th  Congressional  Dis- 
tricts, Consequently  I  have  no  basis  on  Avhich  to  rest 
a  certificate  of  election  verified  by  the  great  seal  of  the 
State. 

I  have  called  on  Gov,  Holdeii  by  a  M-ritten  note  a]v 
praising  him  of  this  fact.  He  replies,  ofi'ering  no  •;'X])lana- 
tion  as  to  the  absence  of  official  evidence,  but  giving  his 
opinion  that  I  may  well  give  the  official  certificate,  be- 
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■cause  it  is  notorious  that  Fuller  and  Walkup  are  elected 
— and  that  Col,  Brown  admits  that  you  are  elected.  This 
opinion  seems  to  me  to  be  absurd. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  precedent  for  a  case  where  the 
official  certificate  of  the  Sheriffs  is  wanting.  It  seems  to 
me  that  I  might  be  warranted,  in  the  absence  of  the  best 
■evidence  in  resting  my  certificate  on  the  next  best  evi- 
dence, and  the  next  best  evidence  I  think  would  be  the 
■certificate,  under  seal,  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  County 
Court  Clerks,  showing  the  vote  of  his  County  for  CNju- 
gress. 

I  submit  this  state  of  facts  and  suggestions  for  your 
consideration. 


To  General  Ruger. 

Ealeigh,  Jan.  30th   1S66. 
Yours  of  this  date  covering  copv  of  a  communication  Regardmg  coiiec- 

o         i  ^  tion  of  Federal 

to  me  of  the  :26th  inst.  the  original  of  which  has  not  come  ^*^^^''" 
to  my  hands,  is  before  me.  You  say  "orders  were  given 
through  Headquarters  District  of  Xewbern  to  the  Sheriif 
of  Craven  County  restraining  the  collection  of  taxes  on 
Inisiness  done  by  the  following  named  persons  under  jier- 
mits  granted  by  the  United  States  Treasury  Department, 
and  for  which  they  paid  the  required  tax  to  the  Treasury 
Department  until  its  legality  can  be  determined  by  the 
proper  legal  tribunal. 

A.  Ct.  C^-aven  Philo  Z.  Malloy 

Evernon  <S:  Co  Taylor  &  Wheaton 

T.   S.   Stale  Fisher  &  Hascall" 

Taylor  i:  Daniels  Garrelson  &  Yanveruck 

The  fact  that  a  citizen  has  paid  to  the  United  States  any 
tax  imposed  for  the  support  of  that  Government  has 
not  been  regarded  as  relieving  him  from  paying  a  tax  on 
the  same  subjects,  for  the  support  of  the  State  Government, 
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and  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  discuss  the  constitution- 
ality of  our  Revenue  law ;  and  I  regard  it  as  important 
that  the  anomolous  relations  now  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  this  State  be  as  well  defined  as  possible. 

As  you  have  arrested  the  collection  of  this  tax,  I  of 
course  assume  that  you  have  examined  the  ordinance  em- 
powering it  which  requires  that  the  Sheriff  shall  have 
collected,  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  and  completed 
their  duties  under  said  ordinance  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  February  1S66. 

Your  order  arresting  the  collection  was  not  reported  to 
me  till  yesterday  except  in  the  indirect  way  of  a  telegram 
from  the  Sheriff  of  Craven. 

I  am  not  now  informed  whether  the  order  restraining 
the  collection  contains  instructions  protecting  the  State 
in  case  the  "proper  tribunal''  shall  decide  that  the  tax  is 
lawfully  imposed,  whereby  the  tax  payer  on  his  property 
shall  be  forthcoming — nor  am  I  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  ex  'parte  statement  of  facts  on  which  your  order  rests. 

Your  order,  as  I  conceive  has  deprived  our  State  Court 
of  jurisdiction,  the  only  provisions  in  the  ordinance  for 
enforcing  the  payment  of  tax,  being  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  order  having  issued  just  as  the  time  was  expiring 
when  the  powers  of  the  Sheriff  cease, — I  am  at  a  loss  there- 
fore to  know  to  what  tribunal  you  refer  as  the  "proper 
legal  tribunal",  your  action  has  deprived  the  State  of 
the  only  remedy  provided  for  enforcing  the  payment  of 
the  tax.  I  learn  however  that  an  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
nance has  been  prepared  within  a  few  days  extending  the 
time  of  collection  to  20th  of  February  1866.  So  that 
if  you  would  now  make  by  your  order  the  matter  might 
yet  be  brought  before  our  Courts. 

I  admit  that  the  remedy  of  the  tax-payer  ought  to  be 
more  expeditious,  but  I  trust  the  interference  with  the 
civil  government  is  not  to  rest  on  the  opinion  of  the  Gen- 
eral who  inav  at  the  time  have  ]\Jilitarv  command  whether 
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'  a  law  be  constitutional,  or  unconstitutional,  or  the  remedy 
proposed  an  adequate  or  an  inadequate  one. 

I  learn  that  all  of  the  parties  who  have  obtained  these 
restraining  orders  have  recently  settled  in  the  State  while 
those  who  have  long  resided  in  Newbern  have  paid  their 
taxes.  I  proposed  to-day  to  the  General  Assembly  a  sum- 
mary trial  on  cases  agreed,  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  decision  on  the  constitutionality  of 
this  ordinance  from  which  decision  either  party,  may 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 


To  B.  8.  Hedricl'. 

Raleigh,  Jan.  30th  '66. 
I  regret  with  you  the  substitution  of  Lash  for  Thomp-  North  Carolina 

^  political  appoint- 

son — and  Harrison  for  Pool.     I  could  not    have    acted  ments. 
otherwise  than  I  did   (the  assembly  being  here)  without 
much  criticism  and  censure.     It  was  the  right  course. 

Xot  a  pardon  shall  be  published  which  passes  through 
my  hands — and  the  plan  I  have  suggested  will  strengthen 
the  President's  pojDularity  here,  without  prejudicing  him 
anywhere. 

Dr.  Powell  has  not  been  re-appointed  State  agent  by 
me — and  if  there  has  been  any  understanding  as  to  his 
jiatronage,  I  am  not  a  party  to  it.  I  have  requested  the 
Sentinel  to  correct  the  impression,  made  in  the  telegram 
that  he  is  agent  for  the  State.  If  Holden  has  reserved 
any  patronage  on  leaving  his  position  as  Prov.  Govr.  I  am 
neither  a  party  nor  privy  to  it.     In  haste. 

[P.  S.] — I  earnestly  hope  the  pardons  will  come. 
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To  Mr.  Yates.^ 
Reply  to  congratu-      I   bave   reccl   R  Communication   from   yourself   and  the 

lations  of  Union 

soldiers  upon  his    solclicrs  in  scrvice  of  the  United  States,  from  the  counties 

election.  - 

of  Randolph,  Guilford,  Davidson,  Yadkin.  Sampson,  Cra- 
ven and  Forsythe  in  Avhich  you  congratulate  me  on  my 
election  as  Gov,  of  ]^t)rth  Carolina,  and  expressing  your 
hope  that  thorough  Union  may  soon  he  restored  and  each 
of  you  allowed  to  return  to  peaceful  homes. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  always  believed  that  extremists 
N^orth  and  South  had  driven  the  better  portion  of  the  na- 
tion into  unwise  strife.  The  extremists  of  the  South, 
with  whom  I  never  had  sympathy,  are  conquered  and  gen- 
erally ready  to  become  loyal  citizens.  The  triumphant  ex- 
tremists and  disunionists  of  the  J^orth  are  more  potent 
and  more  intent  on  domination  than  ever.  If  peace — - 
and  quiet — and  prosperity  are  to  return  extremists  must 
cease  to  govern.  The  brave  men  who  have  periled  their 
lives  on  either  side  of  the  terrible  strife,  have  generally 
magnaminity  and  respect  for  each  other  and  I  hope  will 
place  themselves  as  a  break-water  between  the  mad  ele- 
ments which  still  threaten  stability  of  government. 

Let  us  all  now  seek  by  some  concession  a  forebearance 
toward  each  other  to  restore  the  amity  and  concord  between 
the  parts  of  our  great  country  in  which  alone  the  happi- 
ness of  the  greatest  number  is  to  be  attained. 

With  an  earnest  desire  in  all  ways,  personal  and  official 
to  restore  our  unhappy  country  to  friendly  relations  and 
you  to  your  home  and  friends,  I  subscribe  mvself. 


To  Bedford  Brown. - 

RxVLEiGH.  Feb.  5th  IS 66. 
I  do  not  lind  on  the  files  in  this  office  the  joint  returns 
of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  5th  Congressional  District,  showing 

1  A  member  of  Co.  D,  4th  United  States  volunteers. 

2  Bedford  Brown,  of  Caswell,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  1815  to  1818,  and  again  in  1823.     He  was  State  Senator  in 
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the  result  of  the  election  for  a  member  of  Cona-ress  oi^ 
the  9th  aSTov.  last.  Mr.  Hanes  has  filed  jour  letter  of 
the  19th  Dec.  last  admitting  his  majority  of  24  votes  in 
the  district,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  general  certificate 
of  the  Sheriffs,  I  do  not  feel  authorised  to  certify  his  elec- 
tion. Govr.  Holden  does  not  know  where  this  certificate 
is.  In  your  letter  to  Mr.  Hanes  you  say  that  you  have 
the  certificate  of  election  signed  by  the  returning  officers. 
If  you  still  have  it,  will  you  send  it  to  me  to  be  filed  in 
this  office. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  I 
am. 


To  General  WalJcup. 

Ealeigh  Feh.  5th  1866. 

I  learn  from  Govr.   Graham  and  others  that  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  Provl.   Govr.  will  not  be  recognized  as  to  Reiatins  to  certifi- 

°  cate  of  election. 

the  election  of  a  member  of  Congress.  The  certificates 
of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  1st  2nd — -4th  and  7th  districts  are  on 
file  and  I  have  issued  my  certificates.  The  others  are  not 
on  file  and  Gov.  Holden  knows  nothing  about  them.  I 
presume  they  are  in  possession  of  the  gentlemen  in  whose 
favor  they  were  issued.  I  hope  you  will  suddenly  get 
notice  of  your  admission  to  your  seat,  and  if  so,  you 
would  prefer  the  Danville  route  I  presume.  On  produc- 
ing the  certificate  I  will  make  out  my  certificate  and  for- 
ward it  to  you,  as  you  may  direct. 

MONEOE. 


1828,  1829,  1842,  1858,  1860,  1862,  and  1868  In  1829  he  was 
Speaker.  He  was  United  States  Senator  from  1829  to  1840,  when 
he  resigned  rather  than  obey  instructions  from  the  Legislature. 
He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1865,  but  was  refused  a  seat.  He  was 
throughout  his  life  a  Democrat  but  was  not  a  secessionist. 
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To  Thos.  Fuller. 

Raleigh  Feb.  5th/ 66. 
Relating  to  certifi-       I  learu  from  Govr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Pool  and    other 

cate  of  election.  i  i  /^  i  •  n  •  i 

members  elect  to  C  ougress  that  your  certihcates,  given  bv 

the  Provl  Govr.  will  not  be  recognised.  Upon  your  pro- 
ducing the  certificate  of  your  election  I  will  issue  the 
certificate  required  of  the  Govr.  I  find  the  certifi- 
cates on  file  as  to  the  election  of  Stubbs,  Clark,  Turner 
and  Jones.  The  other  three  are  not  filed  and  I  presume 
are  in  possession  of  the  gentlemen  in  whose  favor  they 
were  issued.  The  law  does  not  require  the  filing  of  them 
Govr.  Holden  knows  nothing  about  them. 
Fayetteville. 


To  Hugh  McCulloch.^ 

Raleigh,  Fehy.   5tJi   1866. 

stitesUnd^tax^^'^*^  I  herewith  inclose  a  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Plymouth,  which  presents  a  great  grievance 
applicable  to  many  other  individuals  and  places  in  the 
State. 

The  laud  tax  is  now  being  collected  in  Plymoath.  When 
the  taxes  are  collected  on  the  valuation  of  1860,  on  real 
estate,  the  chief  value  of  which  was  the  improvements 
since  destroyed,  the  hardship  is  grievious.  I  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  the  Revenue  laws,  and  it  may  be  that 
you  have  no  power  to  relieve  the  petitioners  and  others 
(many  others)  in  like  conditions.  If  you  have  not,  I 
earnestly  request  you  (as  we  have  no  representation  in 
Congress)  to  ask  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners  and  the  others  similarh' 
situated.  If  anything  can  be  done  for  their  relief,  it  must 
l>e  prompt,  as  the  collectors  are  now  exacting  the  taxes 
upon  the  assessment  of  1860. 
Washington,  I).   C. 


^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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To  T.  L.  BusseU. 

Raleigh,  Fch.  dtJt  1SG6 
Yours  of  the  2nd  inst  is  received.      The  uuaiiiiuitv  with  Contrast  of  hci- 

deu's  record  with 

which  mv  constant  friends  at  Crawford's  sustained  me  as  '"^own. 
a  candidate  for  the  elevated  position  I  now  fill  is  most 
gratifying  to  me.  I  am  conscious  of  having  served  my 
country  through  a  long  life  with  what  ability  I  could 
and  hoped  to  have  retained  their  confidence  and  respect 
to  the  end  of  my  life.  It  was  deeply  mortifying  to  me 
when  I  learned  that  the  result  of  the  late  election  in- 
dicated that  a  majority  of  my  old  friends  preferred  Mr, 
Holden  over  me.  'No  public  man  more  constantly  opposed 
Secession  and  Disunion  than  I  did.  When  war  came 
no  one  was  more  solicitous  to  restore  us  to  peace.  All 
Randolph — the  whole  State  knows  that  at  the  l)eginning 
I  predicted  and  did  my  best  to  avert  the  calamities  which 
have  befallen  us.  They  knew  my  opponent  had  for  long 
years  taught  secession — and  fomented  the  sectional  strife 
which  ended  in  war.  They  knew  when  he  pretended  to 
favor  peace,  he  uniformly  denounced  any  peace  not  based 
on  Independence,  which  all  sensible  men  knew  was  not 
attainable.  That  a  man  who  had  been  all  things  to  all 
men  should  beat  me  in  my  own  County,  was  mortifying. 
While  the  old  Whig  counties,  which  knew  me  best — < 
Richmond,  Montgomery,  Stanley,  Anson,  Davidson,  Guil- 
ford, Orange,  etc.  gave  me  overwhelming  majorities  it 
touched  me  deeply  when  the  vote  of  Randolph  was  cited 
as  proof  that  those  who  knew  me  best  did  not  confide  in 
me.  I  am  persuaded,  however,  that  they  were  misled  by 
the  fear  that  my  election  would  retard  or  prevent  our  res- 
toration to  the  Union  and  that  now  that  they  perceive  this 
was  a  mistake,  very  many  of  them  regret  the  votes  they 
gave.  I  forgive  them,  believing  and  knowing  that  I  de- 
served their  confidence,  if  I  ever  did. 

[P.  S.] — If  the  election  between  me  and  Holden  were 
to  come  off  now  I  should  beat  him  30,000  votes. 

Xew^  Hope  Academy. 
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To  Geo.  Stronach. 

Ealeigh,  Feb.  5/66. 
Relating  to  certain       The  extreme  pressure  of  official  duties  has  prevented 

taxes  levied  by  the 

Convention.  an  earlier  reply  to  yours  of  the  29th  ult. 

B.  F.  Moore  has  given  a  written  opinion  that  mer- 
chants trading  in  insurrectionary  districts  under  a  license 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are  not  liable  to  the 
convention  tax  during  the  time  they  were  so  trading.  So 
thinks  Genl  Ruger,  who  has  issued  orders  restraining  the 
Sheriff  of  Currituck^  from  collecting  from  8  merchants  in 
^ewberii  who  had  so  traded. 

1  deem  it  very  doubtful  whether  this  opinion  will  be 
sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court :  but  for  the  benefit  of 
both  the  State  and  the  merchants  I  am  endeavoring  to  get 
an  Act  through  the  Genl.  Assembly  whereby  an  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  may  be  promptly  obtained  to  settle  the 
question. 

In  the  mean  time  merchants  will  have  to  pay  under 
protest — or  ajDjjly  to  Genl  Euger  or  refuse  to  answer  and 
be  bound  over  to  answer  for  a  misdemeanor.  If  they  pay 
under  ]:)rotest,  if  the  Supreme  Court  decide  against  them, 
it  wiU  be  all  right,  and  if  for  them,  I  think  the  money 
will  he  promptly  refunded.  * 

MoREHEAD  City. 


To  G.  W.  Sivepson. 

Raleigh,  Feb.  6th  1866. 
I  sent   mv  certificates  to  the  two  gentlemen  von  men- 

The  state  defraud-  "  ^ 

and'n^wimam'    ^io^^^'f^'  to-wit  Griswold  and  Swift,  which  I  trust  will  be 
^^°^^-  satisfactory  to  them.     They  left  by  the  mail  a  day  or  two 

ago. 

To-day  I  reed  C.  P.  Mendcnhairs  letter  showing  a  vil- 
lainous transaction.  I  have  taken  no  action  on  it  as  yet, 
but  must  do  so.     I  deem  it  l)est  before  actino;  to  have  cer- 


'  Governor  Worth  probably  meant  Craven. 
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tificates  from  jour  employees,  who  can  speak  from  their 
own  knowledge,  fully  explaining  the  transaction.  C  P. 
M.  communicates  what  he  learns  second  hand  from  them. 

A  large  quantity  of  cotton,  (besides  the  37  bales  on 
hand)  seems  to  have  been  sold,  by  Dr.  Sloan  to  A.  J.  Jones, 
which  had  been  shipped  from  Macon  Ga.  and  which  had 
not  arrived.  Did  this  purchase  money  pass  through  your 
hands.  How  many  bales  were  thus  sold  and  what  price. 
Were  the  insurance,  freight  and  other  charges  paid  by 
Jones  ? 

Let  the  statements  be  made  by  those  who  know  the  facts 
and  let  them  be  full  and  clear. 

Xew  York  City. 


To  Willimn  Sloan. 

Raleigh,  Fehy.  7th  18GG. 

I  received  on  yesterday  a  communication  from  a  gen-  Jones-sioan  cotton 
tleman  in  ]^ew  York  City,  setting  forth  that  you  as  late 
Provisional  Treasurer  of  this  State  had  sold  to  A.  J.  Jones 
Esq.  a  large  quantity  of  State  cotton  at  prices  much  below 
the  market  value.  The  character  of  the  gentleman  from 
whom  I  have  received  this  communication  imposes  on  me 
the  duty  of  making  inquiry  into  the  alleged  transaction. 

I  deem  it  due  to  you  and  to  the  relations  you  have  sus- 
tained to  the  State,  to  appraise  you  of  this  fact,  and  to  say, 
if  you  made  such'sale  under  the  circumstances  alleged  and 
you  think  proper,  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  from  you 
any  communication  you  may  desire  to  make. 


To  B.  8.  Hedricl: 
Raleigh,  X.  C.  February  7th  1866. 
1  have  been  so  excessively  occupied  with  indispensable  Relating  to 
duties  for  the  last  two  or  three  months  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  answer  all  your  letters. 
32 
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I  beg  you  to  accept  my  heartiest  tliaiiks  for  your  atteu- 
tion  to  all  my  requests. 

If  you  can  help  Mr.  Mason  engineer  through  the  par- 
dons for  this  State  so  that  I  can  get  them  to  distribute 
through  the  agency  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  you 
will  do  me,  the  parties  pardoned  and  the  President  a  great 
favor.  Very  many  of  them  are  obscure  persons  who  al- 
ways abhorred  Disunion,  but  were  Post-masters  or  held 
other  petty  offices  or  were  $20,000  men.  They  complain 
when  they  know  so  many  prominent  secessionists  have  been 
pardoned. 

I  approved  for  pardon  all  the  petitions  j^i'esented  to  me 
because  none  of  them  were  men  more  culpable  than  many 
who  had  been  j)ai'doned. 

No  rule  to  guide  me  has  been  laid  down  and  I  said  in 
my  letter  accompanying  the  large  lot  of  petitions  which  I 
found  in  the  office  that  in  view  of  the  pardons  which  had 
been  granted  in  this  State  I  could  think  of  no  rule  of  dis- 
crimination vdiich  w^ould  warrant  me  in  recommending  the 
rejection  of  any  of  them.  T.  L.  Clingman,  hearing  of 
this,  appealed  to  me  and  I  recommended  his  pardon  to 
make  myself  consistent,  but  I  have  since  though  I  ought 
not  to  have  done  it.  He  did  more  than  any  body  else 
(except  Holden)  to  foment  discord  between  the  South 
and  the  North.  He  and  Asa  Biggs  and  a  few  others  sh(^uld 
wait  for  the  General  Amnesty. 

I  have  written  to  Lash,  asking  him  to  give  Wm.  A. 
Thompson  the  best  appointment  within  his  gift. 

Washinciton,  D.  G. 


To  Dr.  Nathan  Stanton. 

Kat.etgh,  Frh.  Sth  1S6G. 
Denial  of  reports        Yours  of  the  25th  inst.  is  received. 

injurious  to  the 

State.  The  reports  you  hear  as  to  the  dangers  here  of  being 

killed  on  the  high-ways  are  greatly  exaggerated.     A  man 
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may  travel  in  Xortli  Carolina  with  as  mneli  security  as  in 
any  State  in  the  Union.  This  does  not  mean  the  same 
security  as  before  the  war — C'ases  of  disturbances,  save  in 
the  chief  towns,  are  almost  unheard  of  and  in  the  cheif 
towns  they  are  much  less  frequent  than  in  your  cities. 

If  a  man  demean  himself  with  propriety  he  has  little  to 
fear. 

I  hope  you  will  return — My  mother  was  here  to  visit  me 
a  few  days  ago  in  fair  health. 

Eden  Prairie,  Minn. 


To 

Feb.  13th  1S66. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Euttoii,  visits  the  Southern  States  for 
the  i^urpose  of  giving  a  wider  circulation  to  the  ^yor■ld,  a 
news-paper  published  in  the  City  of  JS'ew  York. 

The  tone  of  such  numbers  of  the  paper  as  I  have  seen, 
is  Xational  in  its  character.  It  is  a  Union  paper,  ably 
advocating  the  admission  of  the  Southern  delegation  to 
seats  in  Congress,  in  contradistinction  to  the  Disunion 
Press  of  the  Xorth  which  treats  the  South  as  a  conquered 
province  and  taxes  us  without  allowing  us  representation. 
The  yVorld  sustains  the  President  in  his  efforts  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  South. 

I  hope  Mr.  Button  may  succeed  in  his  object. 
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To  Reverdy  Jolinson.^ 

Raleigh,  Feh.  15th  1866. 
As  the  South  has  no  representation  in  Congress,  you 
Asking  assistance    will  pardon  me  for  calling  your  attention  to  a  matter  re- 

tovvards  relief  from  ,.         ,.,.  ^  ,  ,.„,  „ 

u.  s.  tax.  garamg  legislation  tor  the  reliei  oi  many  oi  our  citizens. 

The  United  States  land  tax  is  now  being  collected  in 
this  State.  The  assessment  of  land  made  in  1860  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  State  taxes,  is  taken  by  the  United 
States  Collectors  as  the  basis,  and  the  tax  demanded  is  80 
cents  on  the  $100.  valuation. 

It  is  known  that  throughout  the  South  since  1860  whole 
towns  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  as  well  as  gi-eat  num- 
bers of  dwellings,  j)lantations,  mills,  etc.  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. Lots  with  the  structures  on  them  in  1860,  are  now 
rendered  comparatively  useless  by  the  destruction  of  the 
buildings  then  on  them.  The  collection  of  the  tax  under 
this  rule  is  exceptionally  oppressive  on  many.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  one  of  the  towns  of  this  State  (Plymouth)  where 
the  taxes  are  now  being  collected  and  which  has  been  al- 
most totally  destroyed  by  fire  since  1860,  sent  me  a  me- 
i)!orial  a  few  days  ago  praying  for  relief.  I  sent  it  to 
the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury,  requesting  him,  if  he  could  give 
me  no  relief,  as  we  have  no  representation  in  Congress,  that 
he  would  ask  for  legislation.  He  replies  that  he  has  no 
})ower  to  relieve,  and  adds  that  in  his  annual  report,  a 
copy  of  .which  he  incloses,  he  has  made  such  recommenda- 
tions, as  in  his  opinion,  he  could  with  propriety  make, 
and  that  he  hopes  for  early  action  of  Congress  carrying 
out  his  suggestions,  and  granting  other  effective  relief. 

On  examination  of  the  report  I  do  not  find  any  sugges- 
tion for  the  relief  of  the  very  numerous  class,  the  value 
of  whose  real  estate  has  been  diminished  bv  the  destruc- 


'  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  formerly  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  and  now  United  States  Senator.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Reconstruction. 
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tiou  of  the  buildings  on  it  since  the  valuation  of  1860. 
Some  expeditious  mode  of  re-assessment  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  such  eases,  and  I  hope  our  peculiar  situation  will 
be  deemed  a  justifiable  excuse  for  asking  your  interference 
in  our  behalf. 

In  the  Eastern  District  of  this  State  the  tax  collected 
was  60  cents  on  the  $100.  valuation,  and  I  learn  that  at 
various  places  it  is  27  cents.  If  you  can  inform  me  to 
whom  I  may  address  an  inquiry  for  an  explanation  of  this 
:eeming  inequality  I  will  be  obli-cd  to  you. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  A.  M.  Tomlinson  &  Sons. 

Feb.  mil  1866. 
The  notes  you  hold  on  the  Banks  of  ^.  C.  and  C.  F.  condition  of  North 

,1  .  .    ■  1     T      1  Carolina  banks. 

are  the  best  m  your  list  and  are  both  worth  a  good  deal 
more  than  Brokers  are  paying  for  them.  The  specie  and 
real  estate  at  gold  value  held  by  the  Bank  of  ]S[.  C.  are 
sufficient  to  pay  25  cts  on  the  dollar  on  all  the  indebtedness 
of  the  Bank.  It  has  other  assets  in  the  shape  of  debts 
due  it,  equal  as  I  think  to  25  cts  to  the  dollar.  I  would 
not  take  less  than  50  cts  on  the  dollar  in  present  cur- 
rency, for  notes  on  the  Bank  of  IT.  C. 

The  C.  F.  notes  ought  to  bring  in  present  currency  40 
cts  in  the  dollar. 

The  other  jN".  C.  Banks  on  your  list  are  of  unequal 
value — the  Farmer's  Bank  the  best  of  them,  but  all  not 
only  insolvent,  but  very  largely  so — and  I  attach  no  im- 
portance to  the  provision  in  the  charter  of  all  of  them 
(excepting  the  Bank  of  JT.  C.)  making  the  private  property 
of  the  stockholders  liable  to  twice  the  amount  of  the  stock, 
in  case  of  the  insolvency  of  the  Bank.  The  insolvency 
must  be  established  by  some  judicial  proceedings  before 
the  stockholder  can  be  held  liable  and  after  that  the  remedy 
is  uncertain — probably  by  bill  in  Equity  at  which  all  bill 
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holders  and  creditors  must  be  made  parties,  and  the  decree 
in  favor  of  all  in  possession  to  the  amoimt  of  their  re- 
spective claims.  The  stockholders  don't  intend  to  pay 
and  will  resort  to  any  measures  to  avoid  payment. 

The  Banks  of  Fajetteville,  Clarendon,  Washington  and 
Yanceyville  are  almost  worthless — and  not  likely  to  im- 
prove their  assets  as  compared  to  their  debts  being  nominal. 

I  think  none  of  them  will  get  worse  soon,  and  if  you  do 
not  need  money  I  would  hold  on— but  the  Banks  last  men- 
tioned are  not  likeh^  to  improve  much. 

I  can  give  no  information  in  regard  to  the  Banks  out  of 
this  State. 

Bush  Hii-l. 


To  Scott  Welhorn. 

Feb.  20th  1S66. 
f^e|f^"ng  to  a  stay        Yours  of  the  19th  inst.  is  received. 

Neither  the  Genl  Assembly  or  State  Convention  can 
make  any  law  or  ordinance  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts  because  the  Constitution  forbids  a  State  to  pass 
any  act  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract. 

I  know  not  what  law  the  Genl  Assembly  may  pass  as 
to  scaling  existing  contracts,  but  am  satisfied  that  no 
binding  rule  can  be  established  which  will  not  do  great 
injustice. 

My  views  on  stay-laws  are  well  known  to  the  public  and 
the  Genl  Assembly.  They  are  condensed  in  the  old  maxim 
that  honesty  is  the  best  policy. 

Trinity  College. 
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To  John  Baxter.^ 

Baleigh,  Feb.  2ljth  18GG. 

The  resolutions  in  X.  Y.  on  the  22nd  inst  and  ^Ir. 
Seward's  speech  cast  a  damper  on  my  hopes  founded  on 
the  President's  veto,  message  and  speech.  If  the  Frecd- 
man's  Bureau  is  to  be  kept  up  another  vear  upon  the 
absurd  assumptions  that  war  exists  now ;  and  if  nohod v 
is  to  be  received  into  Congress  from  the  South  save  thc-L-e 
who  can  take  the  test  oath  it  is  a  substantial  exclusior.. 
The  iSr.  Y.  platform  is  only  a  shade  less  obnoxious  than 
that  of  Sumner  &  Co. 


To  J.  M.  ^yort^l. 

March  Svd  186''-. 

Yours  from  Shops  is  received. 

A  bill  has  passed  the  Commons  and  I  think  will  pass 
the  Senate,  authorising  the  holders  of  coupons  over-due 
from  our  old  State  bonds  to  take  a  new  bond  for  them. 
If  this  bill  passes  the  value  of  your  coupons  will  go  up. 
I  have  therefore  deemed  it  best  for  you  not  to  sell  them 
for  the  present. 

Send  me  a  check  on  S.  M.  (t  Co.-  for  as  large  amount 
as  you  can  conveniently.  If  it  be  for  more  than  enough 
I  will  pay  interest  at  7  per  cent,  on  the  excess  until  I  can 
fully  refund  which  I  shall  be  able  to  do  very  soon. 

[P.  S.l— I  owe  S.  :\L  &  Co.  $6000,  subject  to  credit 
for  13  bales  of  cotton. 

Co:mpaxy's  Shops. 


1  John  Baxter,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  had  been  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1842,  1852,  and  1856.  He  was  Speaker  in 
1856.  He  moved  to  Tennessee  and  was  there  a  member  on  the  Con- 
vention of  1870.  In  1877  the  F'resident  appointed  him  Judge  of  the 
Sixth  United  States  Circuit. 

^  Swepson,  Mendenball  &  Co. 
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To  Sivepson,  Mendenliall  tt  Co. 

Mar.  5th  1866. 
jcmes-sioan  cotton      -p^^g  trade  between  Sloan  &  Jones  &  Company,  as  to 
State  Cotton  will  not  be  recognized.     Pay  no  more  money 
on  acconnt  of  sales  of  State  Cotton,  except  to  Kemp  P. 
Battle,  Pub.  Treasurer,  or  by  his  order. 
New  Yokk  City. 


To  Andrew  Johnson. 

Raleigh^  Mar.  6th  1866. 

ofltal?rope™  ^he  letter  book  of  Ex.  Gov.  Vance,  the  great  Seal  of 
the  State,  and  probably  other  documents  belonging  to  the 
Executive  Department  of  this  State  were  captured  by  the 
military  authorities  of  the  United  States  last  spring  and 
were  sent,  as  I  understand,  to  Washington  City,  with  the 
exception  of  the  great  Seal,  which  I  presume  was  lost  or 
kept  by  the  individuals  who  captured  it. 

If  there  be  no  reason  for  the  longer  detention  of  this 
letter  book  or  other  documents  belonging  to  this  State,  I 
respectfully  ask  that  they  be  put  in  possession  of  Gov. 
Swain  to  be  returned. 

Any  book  or  document  belonging  to  the  State  can  be 
examined  under  your  orders  at  any  time  or  copies  fur- 
nished if  requested  by  you. 


To  David  L.  Swain. 

Mar.  9th  1866. 
A^^i^\gJoTi)aT(\on       I  do  iiot  know  the  rules  of  action  which  o'ovcrn  the 

of  N.  W.  Wooilhn.  _  ~ 

action  of  the  President  in  granting  pardons  nor  the  prin- 
ciple which  governed  the  Provisional  Governor.  jNIany  per- 
sons who  held  seats  in  the  State  Convention  of  1861  have 
been  pardoned.     N.  W.  Woodfin  was  a  member  of  that 
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Convention.  He  is  an  aged  man  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
did  nothing  in  bringing  on  or  conducting  the  war  making 
him  more  culpable  than  those  who  voted  for  the  act  of  se- 
cession. I  entertain  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Woodfin  is  now 
loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  a  sin- 
cere and  ardent  supporter  of  President  Johnson's  policy — 
and  Avould  be  gratified  if  the  President  would  pardon  him. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


To  B.  S.  Hediicl: 

Ealeigh^  Mar.  loth  186G. 
The  pressure  of  my  duties  has  prevented  an  earlier  re-  Relating  to  the 

^  '^    _         _  •■-  granting  of 

ply  to  several  communications  from  you  for  which  I  am  P't^ods. 
much  obliged  to  you. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  names,  in  compliance  with  your  sug- 
gestion, for  which  I  make  special  application  for  pardons. 

Our  Convention  passed  an  ordinance  allowing  all  par- 
ties who  have  failed  on  petition  for  a  pardon  to  vote  in 
the  elections  of  the  9tli  ISTov.  last  provided  their  pardon 
had  been  advertised  by  the  Prov.  Gov.  as  having  been 
granted,  although  the  pardon  had  not  come  to  hand.  Im- 
mediately upwards  of  500  were  advertised  as  having  been 
pardoned,  whereby  they  became  entitled  to  vote.  Of 
course  each  of  these  is  importunate  for  his  pardon.  From 
what  I  can  learn,  they  had  not  been  pardoned.  Their 
names  were  probabl}^  passed  for  pardon  by  the  Atty.  Genl. 
Is  there  any  reason  why  these  would  not  come  at  once  ? 
There  has  been  an  official  advertisement  in  the  Standard 
that  they  had  been  pardoned.  If  necessary  I  will  send  a 
copy  of  the  paper  containing  the  announcement.  I  state 
the  fact  in  order  to  get  the  pardons  and  make  a  commen- 
tary on  the  motive  of  his  premature  announcement  a  few 
days  before  the  Governor's  election.  How  the  Prest.  is  to 
be  prejudiced  by  the  issue  of  these  pardons  already  offi- 
cially announced,  I  cannot  understand. 
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It  is  not  possible  that  I  can  tell  whose  cases  are  most 
urgent.  I  inclose  a  list  of  applicants  to  whose  pardons  I 
think  there  can  be  no  objection,  all  of  ^vhom,  I  have  reason 
to  think  will  be  much  inconvenienced  by  delay.  I  dis- 
like to  annoy  yon  with  this  pardon  business. 

Washiivgton,  D.  C. 


To  E.  Becl-erdite. 

Ealeigh.  Mar  15th   IS 66. 

Yonrs  of  the  0th  inst.  asking  me  to  recommenil  yon  as 
Depy  Collector  in  yonr  district. 

Before  I  had  received  yonr  letter  I  had  given  a  recom- 
mendation to  another  applicant.  But  for  this  there  is  no 
man  whose  fitness  for  the  position  I  would  more  cordially 
certify. 

Yon  are  at  liberty  to  nse  this  in  any  way  yon  may  think 
proper. 

I  woTild  write  yon  at  large  if  pressure  of  duties  would 
allow. 

Salem  Chuech. 


To  E.  J.  Hale. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  1.5th   1S66. 
Relating  to  the  Yours  of  the  13th  is  just  received. 

United  states  tax.  .-,,■,  ^     .1       ,       •  c  t-t  t       •     ^ 

Although  the  taxing  01  us  while  we  are  denied  represen- 
tation is  a  flagrant  violation  of  an  axiom  in  our  system  of 
government  and  the  President  has  declared  his  disap- 
proval of  it,  the  land  tax  has  been  in  course  of  collection 
in  this  State  for  more  than  six  months.  In  the  IN'ewbern 
district  60  cents  on  the  $100.  valuation  in  lS(iO  was  col- 
lected. In  this  district  and  in  others  from  which  I  have 
heard  SO  cts  on  the  $100.  has  been  collected.  In  Virginia 
27  cts  on  the  $100.  Of  course  the  Brest  is  not  ignorant 
that  this  tax  is  beino'  collected  :    Further,  he  rccentlv  sent 
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here  an  agent  requesting  me  to  give  my  opinion  whether 
the  State  ought  to  be  divided  into  seven  instead  of  three 
districts  for  the  collection  of  the  internal  revenue — and 
requesting  mo  to  suggest  the  names  of  suitable  men  in 
each  district  as  collectors  and  assessors,  restricted  to  those 
who  could  take  the  teste  oath.  I  refer  to  these  facts  to 
show  that  these  taxes  are  being  collected  with  the  assent 
of  the  Prest.  Whether  he  refrains  from  interference  be- 
cause of  want  of  power  or  from  motives  of  expediency  I  do 
not  know.  I  strongly  impressed  on  the  Prest,  in  a  per- 
sonal interview  in  July  last  the  impoverished  condition  of 
the  State,  and  endeavored  to  get  him  to  postpone  the  col- 
lection of  the  land  tax. 

The  land  tax  is  collected  on  the  State  valuation  of  1860, 
since  which  in  a  large  number  of  cases  throughout  the 
whole  South  Factories  and  other  structures  have  been  de- 
stroyed ; — the  lot  on  which  they  stood  being  now  scarcely 
worth  as  much  as  the  taxes.  I  recently  asked  the  Sec.  of 
the  Treasury  to  grant  relief  if  he  had  power — and  if  not, 
to  call  on  Congress  to  provide  a  remedy.  He  answered 
that  he  could  not  give  relief  and  that  he  had  asked  Con- 
gress in  his  regular  message  to  make  all  needful  modifica- 
tions of  the  law.  He  inclosed  me  a  copy  of  his  annual  re- 
port. It  had  no  reference  to  this  manifest  wrong.  I 
then  wrote  to  Eeverdy  Johnson,  presenting  the  grievance 
and  asking  him,  as  we  were  unrepresented,  to  have  tlie  act 
modified — and  also  to  ascertain  for  me,  if  he  could,  why 
less  was  collected  in  the  xs'ewbern  district  than  in  other 
districts  of  the  State.  I  have  had  no  answer,  though  more 
than  enough  time  has  elapsed. 

Govr.  Swain  has  now  gone  on  a  public  mission  for 
myself  and  the  Pub.  Treasr.  to  Washington  City  with 
written  instructions  to  look  into  all  these  matters  and  put 
measures  on  foot  for  our  relief,  if  possible.  I  fear  noth- 
ing can  be  efl^ected.  If  he  accomplish  any  thing,  I  will 
appraise  you  on  his  return. 

Fayetteville. 
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To  J.  Parker  Jordan. 

Ealeigh  Mar.  16/66. 

I  saw  Genl  Ruger  and  endeavored  to  bring  liim  to  my 
conclusion  that  npon  the  evidence  Mrs.  Ball  was  not  guilty 
of  manslaughter.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  clear  case  of 
justifiable  homicide.     I  failed  to  convince  him. 

I  know  not  whether  there  is  a  right  of  appeal  from  his 
decision.  If  there  be  not,  I  would  sign  a  petition  for  her 
pardon,  believing  that  the  finding  was  not  warranted  by 
the  evidence. 

Henderson. 


To  Slon  H.  Rogers. 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  16th  1866. 

Wiley  °^*^"  ^'  ^  ^^^  your  opinion  as  to  the  salary  due  to  the  State  Supt. 

of  Common  Schools. 

He  was  elected  to  this  office  in  1862  and  the  law  creating 
the  office  provides  that  the  incumbent  continue  in  office 
until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed.  He  was  probably 
re-elected  ,in  1864,  but  at  all  events  he  has  not  been 
ousted  by  the  election  of  another. 

By  the  5  Sec.  Chaji'  76  Rev.  Code  all  officers  elected  or 
appointed  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  is  required  to  take 
an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
and  by  the  4th  Sec.  of  same  Chap,  he  is  required  to  take 
an  oath  of  office.    ; 

By  an  act  ratified  Sept.  21/61  all  such  officers  are  re- 
quired to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

The  ordinance  of  lOtli  Oct.   last  declares  vacant  only 


'  Sion  H.  Rogers  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  1860,  of  the 
Thirty-third  and  Forty-second  Congresses.  He  was  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  North  Carolina  from  lS(j2  to  1868.  He  was  for  a  short  time 
Colonel  of  the  47th  North  Carolina  Regiment,  C.  S.  A. 
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those  offices  whose  incumbents  may  have  taken  the  oatli  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  State  Supt.  calls  on  me  to  issue  a  warrant  for  $150. 
in  part  payment  of  his  salary,  averring  that  he  never  took 
the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

I  desire  your  opinion  whether  he  is  entitled  to  such  war- 
rant ?  He  has  been  paid  nothing  towards  his  salary  since 
May  last. 
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To  David  L.  Swain. 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  16th  1866. 
I  inclose  the  negro  testimony  act.     I  am  at  a  loss  to  Relating  to  negro 

"^  testimony 

know  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  first  proviso  to  the  9th 
section.  I  used  every  legitimate  means  to  have  this  pro- 
viso stricken  from  the  bill,  but  a  large  number  of  the  mem- 
bers who  had  pledged  themselves  to  their  constituents  to 
vote  against  negro  testimony — now  convinced  that  both 
justice  and  policy  required  the  opposite  vote, — thought 
this  proviso  a  necessary  shield  between  them  and  their 
constituents.  But  for  these  pledges  the  bill  would  have 
passed  almost  unanimously  without  the  proviso. 

My  object  in  addressing  you  is  that  you  and  Gov. 
Graham,  if  he  still  is  in  Washingi;on,  confer  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  asking  the  Prest.  to  make  the  9th  section  ope- 
rative, b}^  requiring  the  chief  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau 
to  make  an  order  to  his  subordinate  in  this  State  (com- 
municating the  same  to  me  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Judiciary)  that  '^'Jurisdiction  in  matters  relating  to  freed- 
men  is  fully  committed  to  the  Courts  of  this  State."  You 
may  probably  be  able  to  devise  some  better  means  of  pre- 
venting this  proviso  from  defeating  the  effect  of  the  9th 
section. 

Washington^  D.  C. 
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To  George  R.  Ricl-etts. 

Raleigh,  March  17  th  IS  GO. 


Conditions  in  the 
South. 


Your  Xortherii  friends — many  of  them — seem  still  to 
regard  all  of  us  alike.  Sherman's  army  had  two  distinct 
organizations — the  one  fighting  men — the  other  the  mean- 
est set  of  thieves — who  stole  and  destroyed  and  who 
seemed  to  be  licensed  and  encouraged  to  steal  and  destroy 
without  discrimination.  They  robbed  and  stole  from 
black  and  white,  rich  and  poor,  the  widow,  the  halt,  the 
blind — they  destroyed  what  they  could  not  steal  from  non- 
combatants. 

All  our  people  feel  conquered  and  not  one  thinks  of  any 
further  resistance.  I^obody  is  now  disloyal  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  term — but  it  would  be  false  to  assert  that 
many  of  our  people  love  our  conquerors — ^their  discontent 
is  not  lessened  by  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  receive  our 
representatives,  while  they  keep  the  tax  collector  busy 
among  us. 

I  could  not  tell  formerly  which  I  most  abhorred :  the 
abolitionist  who  wanted  to  break  up  the  Union  to  destroy 
slavery — or  the  secessionist  who  wished  to  break  it  up  to 
preserve  slavery.  Your  Xorthern  Disunionists  who  now 
look  to  accomplish  what  the  secessions  could  not  effect, 
are  the  most  detestable  of  the  human  family. 

If  the  schemes  of  Thad.  Stephens  k  Co.  are  sustained 
by  the  Xorth  our  whole  Country  will  be  ruined.  I  hope 
the  great  body  of  the  Xorthern  people  is  not  impelled  by 
the  unstatesmanlike  and  maligiiant  feelings  which  govern 
Congress. 

I  very  much  fear  that  the  Congress  represents  truly  the 
feeling  of  those  they  represent. 

New  York  City. 
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To  ^y.  J.  T.  Miller. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  20/00. 
I  have  not  a  coiiv  of  the  order  issued  by  Genl.  liujier  i^eiiitingtoaban- 

^  "-  "^  o        doned  army  stock 

upon  my  remonstrances.  It  was  published  in  the  Sentinel 
and  I  believe,  in  the  other  news-papers  of  the  State,  about 
1-ith  January  last. 

1.  It  forbade  the  employment  of  citizens  in  hunting 
up  the  animals. 

2.  It  forbade  the  seizure  of  unbranded  animals,  ex- 
cepting on  special  orders  from  Head  Quarters  based  on 
evidence  that  the  U.  S.  owned  the  animals. 

3.  It  limited  the  time  within  which  animals  branded 
C.  S.  could  be  seized  to  1  Feb.  1866. 

4.  It  required  that  the  animals  captured  should  be  sold 
(unless  for  special  reasons)  in  the  county  where  captured. 

Fearing  I  might  not  remember  the  provision  of  this 
order  I  have  sent  for  the  paper  and  had  a  copy  prepared 
which  I  inclose. 

Shelby. 


To  John  Baxter. 

Ealeigh,  Mar.  20/00. 
Yours  of  the  2nd  inst.  came  to  hand  to-day. 

I  have  read  with  hearty  approval  the  resolutions  you 
offered  on  the  22nd  ult  at  ISTashville. 

I  had  often  heard  your  views  at  the  beginning  and  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  our  late  troubles — and  believe  there 
was  uniform  concurrence  in  our  views.  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  now  actual  war  has  ceased  most  of  us  can  exercise 
a  forbearance  towards  our  erring  neighbors  which  recent 
converts  to  our  views  do  not  exhibit.  The  culture  of  ani- 
mosity and  hatred  among  our  people  is  equally  repugnant 
to  Christianity  and  Statesmanship. 

I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  my  late  annual  message. 

Knoxville,  Tenjst, 
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To  Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

Ealeigii,  Mar.  21/66. 
Regarding  Wiley's  Oil  receipt  of  vi*  letter  of  the  15tli  inst  I  addressed  a 
note  to  the  Atto.  Genl,  then  in  the  City  (of  which  I  in- 
close a  cojDy)  asking-  his  opinion  whether  I  would  be  war- 
ranted in  issuing  the  warrant  asked  for.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived his  answer.  The  Treas.  had  propounded  some 
questions  to  him  and  being  required  to  be  on  his  circuit, 
I  suppose  he  had  not  time  to  answer  my  inquiry.  As 
soon  as  he  shall  answer,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  granting 
the  warrant,  should  he  decide  that  I  may  lawfully  is- 
sue it. 

I  greatly  deplore  the  suspension  of  the  Public  Schools 
and  the  consequent  discontinuance  of  your  office. 

Greei\"sboro. 


To  Louis  P.  Griffith. 

Ealeigh,  2Iar.  21/66. 
Relating  to  state         Yours  of  the  19th  iiist  is  before  me. 

liriiiiicGs 

The  Genl  Assembly  has  passed  an  Act  authorising  the 
Pub.  Treasr.  to  sell  the  6  per  cent  coupon  bonds  running 
34  years  (provided  that  they  shall  not  be  sold  at  less 
than  par)  in  sums  of  $100.— $500.  and  $1000.  to  raise 
money  for  the  payment  of  all  her  bonds  now  due  and 
falling  due  this  year,  and  for  the  payment  of  coupons  now 
due  and  falling  due  this  year.  As  these  bonds  may  not 
bring  par  the  holders  of  these  securities  will  have  to  take 
them.  This  is  the  best  the  State  could  now  do  for  her 
creditors.  The  issue  of  these  bonds  will  raise  our  State  debt 
to  about  $15,000,000.  We  have  stocks  in  our  K.  Roads 
and  bonds  on  R.  Roads  secured  by  mortgage  to  the  amount 
of  $9,000,000.  If  CongTOss  would  receive  our  members, 
leave  us  to  manage  our  Internal  affairs,  and  allow  us  to 
believe  that  our  N'orthern  brethren  cared  anything  for  our 
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welfare,  whereby  apprelieusioii  that  all  we  hohl  dear  is 
in  danger,  might  he  removed,  the  State  coukl  pay  this 
debt — and  would  pay  it.  As  most  of  this  debt  is  held 
Xorth  and  our  debt  continued  during  the  war,  which  was 
a  domestic  debt,  has  been  repudiated  as  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  full  restoration  to. the  Union,  and  new  condi- 
tions are  being  imposed,  and  we  are  taxed  without  repre- 
sentation and  our  loyalty  still  suspected  in  the  face  of 
our  renewed  oath  of  fealty  and  our  known  impotency  to 
resist,  the  difficulty  of  getting  our  people  to  provide  for 
this  debt  is  daily  increasing.  We  have  no  disloyal  men, 
in  the  proper  sense  of  this  term  and  if  Congress  would 
act  like  Statesmen  all  would  l)e  right. — 
jMew  York  City. 


To  P.  H.  ^Tinston■. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  21  1866. 

Yours  of  the  12th  inst.  is  just  received. 

In  the  contingency  to  which  you  I'efer  it  will  give  me 
pleasure  to  nominate  you  alone  to  the  Council  and  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  hesitation  as  to  the  ratification  of  the 
nomination. 

Two  members  of  the  Council  of  State,  Mr.  Yeates^  and 
Mr.  Cowles" — may  have  voted  for  Mr.  Holden — I  presume 
they  did — but  I  think  each  of  them  willing  to  sustain 
my  administration.  All  the  others  were  my  straight  out 
supporters. 

[P.  S.] — My  Council  is  called  to  meet  on  the  14th  prox- 
imo to  make  a  Literary  and  Int.  Impt.  board. 

Windsor. 

1  Jesse  J.  Yeates. 

2  Calvin  J.  Cowles. 
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To  Nereus  McndenhaU. 

Ealeigii,  Mar.  22/66. 
Reports  of  emigra-        If  you  read  the  Standard  and  Proqress  you  will  have 

tion  of  Friends.  f  j  ^ 

perceived  that  the  alleged  cause  of  the  recent  removal  of 
large  numbers  of  Quakers  from  this  State  is  continued 
persecution  towards  them  since  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
that  the  names  of  Gov.  Graham  and  myself  have  been 
mentioned  as  somehow  responsible  for  this  oppression.  I 
am  jjersuaded  that  this  insinuation  could  not  be  more 
unjustly  made  against  any  men  in  this  Country,  each  of 
us  having  uniformly  been  their  outspoken  defenders,  pub- 
licly and  privately  all  our  lives. 

I  think  it  a  misfortune  to  the  State  that  they  leave  us, 
and  if  this  exodus  is  attributable  to  any  cause  which  I 
can  control,  I  desire  to  know  what  that  cause  is. 

Gkeensboro. 


To  Henry  C.  BuUmij. 

Raleigh.  Mar  23/66. 

I  have  no  right  to  replace  the  mules  so  cruelly  taken 
from  you  during  the  war.  If  you  can  find  them,  you  can 
recover  them  from  the  person  having  them  in  possession. 

The  signature  to  your  letter,  according  to  improved 
modern  fashion,  is  illegible,  by  any  one  not  knowing  the 
name  independent  of  the  writing.  I  imitate  as  well  as 
I  can. 

Tarboro. 
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To  John  H.    Wheeler.' 

EaleictH,  Mar.  26th  ISOG. 
Yours  of  the  1-itli  iiist.  was  deliven d  to  me  bv  Gov.  Need  of  a  state 

o        •  1       T  ,'1  1  •  "  iiKent  in  Washing- 

bwaiii.  tne  latter  part  oi  last  week.  '-"i- 

As  we  have  no  representative  in  Congress  I  wished  for 
authority  to  a})point  or  tliat  the  Genl  A.  woukl  have  ap- 
pointed an  agent  until  our  representatives  shall  be  elected. 
Dr.  Powell  desired  this  agency  and  his  friends  introduced 
a  bill  proposing  the  appointment  of  such  an  agent  for  a 
term  of  years,  with  a  large  salary  $2000.  or  $3000.  a 
year. — stationery  and  other  perquisites.  The  bill  failed 
and  no  other  was  brought  forward.  I  have  no  authority 
to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay  such  agent  for  his  serv- 
ing and  hence  feel  reluctant  to  trouble  any  friend.  The 
pardon  question  is  the  one  which  gives  me  most  trouble. 
Some  800  petitions  are  pending.  The  Convention  passed 
an  ordinance  allowing  any  petitioner  to  vote  at  our  last 
Xov.  election  provided  Gov.  Holden  should  have  adver- 
tised such  petitioners  as  having  been  pardoned.  A  few 
days  before  the  election  be  advertised  the  names  of  500 
as  those  actually  pardoned.  I  have  tried  in  vain  to  get 
these  pardons.  I  found  over  300  petitions  for  pardon 
which  have  laid  in  the  office  for  months.  I  forwarded 
them  early  in  January  last.  I  got  my  friends  Mason  and 
Hedrick  to  make  an  effort.  I  am  satisfied  they  have  done 
their  best  but  in  vain.     I  have  been  in  office  about  three 


1  John  H.  Wheeler  was  a  native  of  Hertford  county.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1827  and  1828.  In  1S31  he  was 
Secretary  of  the  Commission  on  French  Spoliation  Claims,  and  in 
1836  Superintendent  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  In  1842  he  was  elected 
Public  Treasurer  and  served  one  term.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Senate  in  1852.  In  1853  he  was  made  Minister  to  Nicaragua ; 
he  returned  in  1857  and  resided  in  AVashington.  When  the  war  came 
on  he  returned  to  North  Carolina,  and  in  1863  went  to  England  to 
collect  material  for  a  new  edition  of  his  History  of  North  Carolina, 
published  in  1851.  This  appeared  in  1884,  entitled  Reminiscences 
of  Eminent  North  Carolinians.  Wheeler  was  a  warm  friend  of  An- 
drew Johnson. 
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months.  Only  one  pardon  has  been  sent  to  me,  excepting 
a  few — some  dozen — brought  on  about  1  Feb.  by  Dr. 
Powell.  I  have  no  authority  to  pay  an  agent.  If  you  will 
get  our  archives — among  them  the  letter  books  of  Gov. 
Vance  and  as  many  of  those  pardons  as  possible,  I  will 
recommend  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  Genl.  A  will  pay 
you. 

I  understand  the  500  were  recommended  for  pardon  by 
the  Atty.  Genl  in  October  last  and  therefore  advertised 
as  pardoned  by  Gov.  Holden. 

Gov.  Swain  assured  me  he  could  have  got  the  pardon 
of  Weldon  i^.  Edwards,  but  the  petition  could  not  be 
found.  It  appears  to  have  been  forwarded  by  Gov.  H.  and 
recommended  for  suppression  on  the  1  Aug.  1865.  I  saw 
Dr.  Powell  since  the  return  of  Gov.  Swain.  He  says  it 
and  all  others  were  duly  filed. 

My  regards  to  your  family. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  Hugh  McCulloch. 

Kaleigh,  Mar.  26th  1866. 

I  sent  to  you  by  Govr.  Swain  my  certificate  that  the 
weights  and  measures  belonging  to  this  State  had  been 
lost  and  asked  that  we  be  re-supplied.  This  was  nearly 
a  month  ago.  He  reported  to  me  on  his  return  that  he 
had  left  my  certificate  with  the  proper  officer  and  was  as- 
sured they  would  be  immediately  sent.  They  have  not 
come  to  hand.  We  are  incommoded  for  want  of  them, 
many  of  the  Counties  having  lost  their  weights  and  meas- 
ures during  the  war.  You  will  much  oblige  by  causing 
them  to  be  foi'^varded  soon. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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To  Sion  S".  Rogers. 

EaleicxH,  Mar  26/66. 

I  call  to  your  attention  Chap.  3  Sec.  13  Eev.  Code,  pro- 
viding for  appointing-  State  Geologist. 

The  office  became  vacant  in  1864  by  the  death  of  Pro- 
fessor Emmons,  and  on  the  28th  Xov.  186-1  W.  C.  Kerr 
was  appointed  by  the  Govr. 

Did  the  Govr.  have  authority  to  fill  such  vacancy  ? 

If  the  Govr.  did  have  the  power  the  question  arises 
whether  the  incumbent  is  still  in  office  by  virtue  of  said 
appointment. 

He  avers  that  he  has  never  taken  the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  con- 
sequently his  office  was  not  vacated  under  the  ordinance  of 
the  19th  Oct.  1865.  It  is  admitted  he  did  not  take  the 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  a 
qualification  to  said  office.  Chap.  76  Sec.  5  Rev.  Code 
requires  every  officer  before  entering  on  the  execution  of 
his  office  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  preamble  to  the  ordinance  of  our  Convention,  rati- 
fied 19th  K"ov.  last  page  63,  declares  that  no  one  can  right- 
fully claim  any  vested  interest  in  any  office  until  he  shall 
have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Are  the  Supt.  of  Common  Schools  and  State  Geologist 
officers  required  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  ? 

In  view  of  all  these  facts  is  Mr.  Kerr  State  Geologist — 
or  is  he  entitled  under  his  appointment  ill  1864,  now  to 
take  the  oath  of  his  office  ?  and  demand  induction  into 
office? 

You  will  see  that  no  form  of  oath  of  office  for  State 
Geologist  is  prescribed  in  the  Revised  Code. 

An  early  answer  is  desirable.  Should  you  be  in  doubt 
on  the  question  presented,  in  what  way  can  the  question 
be  brought  up  so  as  to  be  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court 
at  its  next  session  ? 
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From  A.  M.  Tomlinsori: 

Bush  Hill,  Randolph  County. 

27 fh  of  the  Srd  month.  1866. 

tion^oFlrSr  -'■  ^"^  acquainted  with  nearly  all  the  Friends  residing 

in  Guilford,  Randolph  and  Davidson  counties,  and  I  have 
heard  of  no  prosecution  or  ill  treatment  whatever,  and 
there  have  but  very  few  removed  since  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  none  from  oppression  that  I  know  of.  There 
have  some  two  or  three  companies  of  people  moved  out 
of  the  above  said  counties,  but  there  were  but  very  few, 
if  any,  Friends  among  them. 


To  G.  If.  Brool-s.^ 

Raleigh,  Mar.  29/66. 

I  have  made  divers  efforts  to  obtain  the  information 
sought  by  your  letter  of  the  26th, 

I  recently  got  Gov.  Swain,  who  went  to  Washington 
City  at  the  instance  of  the  Pub.  Treasurer  and  myself  to 
attend  to  sundry  matters  of  State  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter and  especially  to  get  some  member  to  propose  relief 
to  the  owners  of  real  estate,  whose  factories,  mills,  and 
other  houses  were  burned  since  the  valuation  of  1S60.  He 
consulted  Hon.  R,  Johnson  and  others  and  not  being  able 
to  get  the  required  information,  drew  up  in  his  ova\  name 
a  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  subject  which  you  will 
see  was  presented  by  Hon.  R.  Johnson  and  referred  to 
Com.  of  Finance. 

I  have  also  written  Hon.  E.  A.  Rollins  and  as  soon  as 
I  shall  obtain  anv  reliable  information  will  inform  von. 


1  Georere  W.  Brooks  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  18')2.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  remained  at  home  but  was  an  outspoken  adherent  of 
the  Union.  He  whs  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1865,  and  in  186(5, 
being  able  to  take  the  test  oath,  he  was  appointed  United  States  Dis- 
trict Judge. 
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To  Neveus  MenrlcitJtalJ. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  29/66. 

I  have  summoned  the  Council  of  State  to  meet  on  the 
14th  Apl.  next,  when,  among  other  things,  I  shall  have 
to  nominate  a  Literary  Board,  consisting  of  three  persons. 

If  you  will  accept  I  propose  to  nominate  you  as  one  of 
the  board.     AVill  you  acce]>t  i 

Greensboko. 


From  P.  H.  ^Yinstou,  Jr. 

Windsor  29  March  1866. 
I  thank  you  for  your  kindness.     The  health  of  Judffe  Regarding  state 

.  .  .  '='     politics. 

Barnes  continues  bad  and  he  will  resign. 

Conferring  with  you  confidentially  and  without  reserve 
I  suggest  the  omission  of  my  name  in  filling  the  two 
Boards.  If  appointed  on  either  of  them  I  should  still 
apply  for  the  Judgeship  which  I  am  sure  will  before  a 
great  while  be  vacant. 

I  know  but  little  of  the  status  of  public  affairs  in  Ra- 
leigh. 

If  Ferebee  should  oppose  you  and  no  one  else  runs  you 
need  not  concern  yourself  with  the  election.  There  is  no 
danger  in  that  quarter. 

Your  danger  if  any  is  from  some  popular  man  who  may 
endeavor  to  prejudice  you  because  a  good  many  secession- 
ists supported  you. 

Of  course  Graham,  Turner,  Philli])s,  Berry,  the  More- 
heads,  Wiley,  Caldwell,  Gilmer,  Stubbs,  Winston,  Win- 
bourne  Latham  McClees  Willey,  W.  X.  H.  Smith,  Cowper 
and  so  on  over  the  State  will  give  you  their  support. 

Oliver  H.  Dockery  is  a  good  man  and  I  would  be  glad 
to  hear  that  you  and  he  were  good  friends.  Lewis  Thom]> 
son  likes  you  I  know.  The  Haywoods  including  Dick 
Badger  and  Dock  Hogg  I  hope  are  now  your  friends. 
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A  straight  forward  continuance  in  right  is  what  the 
people  credit  jou  for  and  you  will  I  am  sure  deserve  their 
support  and  get  it. 

By  the  way  it  now  conies  out  that  Ilolden  did,  bj  a 
partisan,  one  sided  and  untrue  telegram  to  President  John- 
son obtain  the  telegram  ordei'ing  the  repudiation  of  the 
new  State  debt. 

I  find  some  little  prejudice  down  here  in  the  negro  evi- 
dence question.  Our  people  however  are  fair  minded  and 
a  little  reflection  convinces  that  the  question  is  one  be- 
tween admitting  the  evidence  on  the  one  hand  and  placing 
the  State  in  a  position  of  defiance  on  the  other,  isolated 
defiance  at  that. 

Mj  opinion  is  that  the  proposition  of  Stewart  of  Xevada 
for  universal  amnesty  on  the  one  hand  and  universal  suf- 
frage on  the  other  will  be  carried. 

We  fishermen  are  catching  now  fine  hauls  of  fish.  Our 
farmers  are  at  work.  Labor  is  very  high  here.  ISTegro 
men  make  in  fishing  and  in  lumber  from  1.25  to  $3  per 
day. 


Frcrn  Crtlr'ni  H.  Wiley. 

Confidential. 

Greexsboro,  X.  C.  March  30,  1866. 

appofntmente. ^°  ^^^  ^^^J  ^^^^  ^  promised  to  make  some  additional  sug- 

gestions as  to  the  Literary  Board.  There  is  no  difficulty 
in  getting  your  men — but  the  trouble  is  to  get  such  among 
the  active  politicians,  and  to  arrange  them  properly  with 
reference  to  existing  parties.  After  much  thought  I  think 
I  can  recommend  such  a  Board,  and  I  beg  to  call  your 
special  attention  to  the  suggestions. 

T  Avould  name  IT.  W.  TLustead,  J.  W.  Cunningham, 
and  Mr.  Conigland.  Of  these  twi>  will  be  old  democrats 
and  one  voted  for  Mr.  Iloldon,  while  all  are  of  that  con- 
servative, honest  class  which  vou  can  boast.     If  you  still 
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wish  to  give  Mr.  Dick  a  place  I  would  suggest  liim  instead 
of  Couigland. 

We  all  feared,  a  while,  (last  year)  that  Mr.  D.  had 
some  radical  tendencies ;  that  is,  that  he  was*inclined  to 
lean  to  those  who  were  for  the  Tennessee  and  Missouri 
programme,  and  for  disfranchising  the  better  half  of  the 
State.  When  the  Confederacy  failed  Mr.  Dick  took  high 
and  honorable  ground,  and  won  golden  opinions  on  all 
sides.  When  he  went  to  Washington  he  expressly  avowed 
that  he  did  so  to  oppose  Holden.  and  radicalism  and  I 
heard  him  say  as  much  himself.  But  we  thought  he  came 
back  an  altered  man,  and  by  the  time  the  election  for  the 
Convention  was  over  he  had  greatly  lost  ground  and  was 
losing  it  every  day.  I  hope  he  has  seen  enough  and  is 
working  back  again.  I^othing  is  to  be  had  by  appointing 
a  radical — he  will  never  come  to  you,  and  be  only  in 
your  way.  I  have  had  to  be  in  Raleigh  so  much  since 
the  Fall,  and  have  been  so  absorbed  with  the  school  ques- 
tion, that  I  am  not  fully  posted  as  to  Mr.  Dick's  position 
now.  I  have  heard  it  intimated  that  he  is  disgusted  with 
Holden.  I  believe  I  would  constitute  the  Internal  Im- 
provement Board  as  you  suggest.  Hale  and  Winston — and 
as  a  set-off  have  two  old  democrats  on  the  Literary  Board. 
Cunningham  has  the  confidence  of  both  wings  of  the  old 
democracy,  and  I  know  is  a  trusted  personal  friend  of 
Hon.  Weldon  Edwards,  Gov.  Bragg,  Gov.  Clark,  etc.  I 
like  Conigland's  honesty,  but  if  you  think  it  best  to  take 
a  full  Holdenite,  I  recommend  ]\Ir.  Dick. 


To  n.  E.  Heath. 

Raleigh,  Mar.  31/66. 
I  take  pleasure  in  inclosing  to  you  the  certificate  of  com- 
mission which  you  expressed   a  willingness  to  accept   in 
Tour  late  letter. 
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Holden's  policy. 


Xothiiig  note- worthy  here.  Gov.  Holdeu  perseveres  in 
his  efforts  to  please  the  Xorthern  radicals  by  traduciug 
any  body  except  Holdenites  in  X.  C.  He  hopes  if  the 
radicals  over-ride  Prest.  Johnson  (of  which  there  is  too 
much  danger)  that  he  will  get  the  benefit  of  the  thrift 
which  comes  by  fa\\ming. 


Salary  of  C.  H. 
Wiley. 


To  Calvin.  II.  ]ViIey. 

Raleigh^  Mar.  31/06. 

You  are  aware,  I  presume,  that  the  Genl  Assembly  re- 
fused to  make  provision  for  any  arrearages  of  salary  due 
to  any  of  the  Civil  offiicers  and  which  accrued  during  the 
war.  Several  had  warrants  payable  1  ApL  and  prior  to 
that  period — ]\]r.  Brogden  among  the  number,  pressed 
his  claim.  Several  of  the  judges  had  such  warrants.  The 
Genl  Assembly  refused  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
these  claims.  Under  these  circumstances  do  you  think 
I  could  justify  myself  in  giving  you  the  warrant  you  ask 
for  'i  It  seems  to  me  I  am  prevented  as  an  executive  offi- 
cer, from  looking  into  the  merits  of  the  question.  I  know 
you  would  not  have  me  grant  you  the  warrant,  except  on 
the  clearest  conviction  that  you  are  entitled  to  it  and 
that  I  ought  to  grant  it. 

I  know  that  in  submitting  a  report  for  the  Genl  Assem- 
bly which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed — and 
in  your  attendance  before  the  committees  you  acted  under 
a  well  founded  conviction  that  you  were  in  office — and  as 
a  legislator  I  would  pay  you  for  this  service — but  as  ex- 
ecutive I  do  not  feel  justified  in  granting  you  the  warrant : 
but  shall  feel  gratified  if  you  can  convince  me  that  I  will 
be  legally  and  morally  justified,  under  the  circumstances, 
in  issuing  the  warrant. 

As  to  the  expenses  for  stationery,  etc.,  it  is  a  claim 
which  must  be  audited  by  the  Comptroller  and  if  allowed 
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by  him,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  issue  my  warrant  accord- 
ingly. 

This  is  to  me  a  most  painful  aifair — and  you  may  be 
assured  it  will  be  most  gratifying  to  nie  to  relieve  vou  if 
I  can  be  satisfied  that  I  can  do  so  consistent  with  duty. 

Greensboro. 


From  N evens  Mendenhall. 
Xew  Garden,  X,  C.  ord  Mo.  Slst  1S06. 
Thy  letter  of  22nd  inst  stating  that  some  of  our  papers 
hold  thee  and  Gov.  Graham  in  some  way  responsible  for  Denying  emigra- 
the  prosecution  and  abuse  of  certain  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  who  were  thereby  compelled  to  leave  the 
State,  did  not  reach  me  till  the  28.  The  evening  before 
I  had  seen  in  the  New  Yo)l-  Tribune  a  statement  that  75 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  from  Randolph  passed 
through  Washington  on  their  way  t  ;>  Indiana  driven  away 
by  the  ex-soldiers  of  the  rebel  army.  All  this  was  news 
to  me  and  subsequent  inquiry  has  convinced  me  that  not 
more  than  one-third  of  those  75  persons  were  Friends  and 
that  the  departure  of  these  was  not  requested  by  their 
neighbors — that  they  were  in  no  sense  driven  off.  I  know 
of  no  such  jiersecution  or  disposition  to  persecute  either 
the  Society  of  Friends  or  others,  and  were  such  jDcrsecu- 
tions  to  occur,  thyself  and  Gov.  Graham  are  among  the 
very  last  men  whom  I  should  expect  to  find  giving  counte- 
nance thereto. 

[P.  S.] — At  present  I  seldom  see  either  the  Standard  or 
Progress.  If  I  learn  anything  throwing  a  different  light 
on  the  matter,  I  will  write  again.  I  think  unless  objected 
to  by  thee  I  shall  forward  thy  letter  to  the  Friend's  Eerie w, 
as  I  believe  thy  position  is  misunderstood. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  full  information  in 
every  wav  reliable  and  have  altered  and  interlined  accord- 
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inglj.  A  few  persons  (not  Friends)  who  were  likely  to 
be  prosecuted  for  their  bad  conduct  during  the  war  have 
recently  made  their  escape  from  liandolph. 


To  General  Rugcr. 

Ealeigh  Apl.  2  1866. 

I  inclose  a  communication  from  John  A.  Young,  Chmn. 
of  the  Executive  Com.  of  the  Mecklenburgh  Agricultural 
Society  to  which  I  respectfully  call  your  attention,  and 
ask  for  the  restoration  of  the  property  to  the  possession 
of  the  Society,  if  upon  investigation  the  facts  be  found 
to  be  correctly  stated,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt. 

This  Society  was  formed  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of 
the  State  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  which 
laws  are  still  in  force  entitling  each  County  Society  to 
draw  from  the  treasury  annually  a  specified  sum  in  aid 
of  the  object.  It  is  very  desirable  that  these  societies  which 
lost  vitality  during  the  war,  may  be  revived.  That  of 
Mecklenburgh  was  a  conspicuous  one  prior  to  the  war. 
May  I  hope  that  the  property  Avill  be  restored  to  the  So- 
ciety ? 


To  B.  B.  Heath. 

April  2nd  1S66. 
Relating  to  the  I  made  out  and  sent  vou  some  davs  ago  the  conmiission 

state  debt.  _  ■-  .  . 

for  taking  probate  of  deeds,  but  think  I  omitted  to  answer 
yr  inquiry  as  to  what  our  Genl  A.  had  done  in  relation  to 
our  old  debt. 

It  afithorised  the  Treasurer  to  sell  6  per  cent  coupon 
bonds  running  34  years,  at  par,  to  raise  money  to  pay  all 
the  ante-bellum  bonds  and  coupons  now  due  and  falling 
due  tliis  year.  These  bonds  are  to  be  for  $100.  500  and 
1000.     These  bonds  and  coupons  payable  as  the  old  ones 
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in  X.  Y.  At  presei.t  the  holders  will  have  to  take  the 
bonds  as  they  will  not  command  par.  Some  of  the  old 
bonds  have  been  due  some  two  or  three  years.  The  holder 
is  to  be  allowed  interest  from  the  maturity  of  the  bond. 

This  was  the  best  we  could  do  and  is  in  conformity  with 
my  recommendation  in  my  message  to  the  Genl  Assembly. 

There  are  persons  among  us  who  w^ould  like  to  run  a 
candidate  against  me  who  would  go  for  out  and  out  repudi- 
ation— but  so  far  they  have  been  unable  to  find  a  man  of 
any  pretensions  to  respectability,  so  shameless  as  to  run 
on  this  issue. 

Does  D.  K.  McRae  know  that  Mr.  Gales  of  this  city  has 
in  his  possession  a  letter  found  in  this  office  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Holden  addressed  to  Bro^vnlow  asking  the 
latter  to  restrain  Mr.  McRae  from  practise  in  Tenn  ?  I 
presume  Mr.  Gales  will  furnish  him  a  copy. 

Memphis^  Tenn. 


To  L.  C.  Edwards.^ 

Ealeigh,  Apt  3rd  1866. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  2nd  inst.  and  have  made 
a  diligent  search  for  your  letter  recommending  your  young 
friend  as  a  cadet  for  West  Point.  I  remember  making  my 
favorable  endorsement  on  it,  and  thought  I  had  inclosed  it 
to  you.  I  fear  it  has  by  mistake  been  inclosed  in  some 
other  letter. 

I  was  unfortunate  in  my  explanation  as  to  your  holding  Regarding  oath 
the  position  on  the  Literary  Board.     Let  me  explain.  ' 

Sec.  5  Chap.  76  Eev.  Code  requires  all  officers  elected 
or  appointed  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  mthin  the  State 
to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  •United 
States.     During  the  Confederacy  this  Sec.  was  amended 


1  Leonidas  C.  Edwards,  of  Granville,  a  Whig  lawyer  who  had  been 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Convention  of  1861.  He  became  a  Re- 
publican about  this  time. 
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by     substituting     for      "United      States" — "Confederate 
States." 

The  Convention  vacated  all  offices  where  the  officer  had 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

At  first  blush  I  thought  the  affirmation  of  the  incumbent 
that  he  had  not  taken  this  oath  would  entitle  him  to  hold 
his  office  until  the  contrary  was  proved. 

On  further  reflection  (the  point  arising  in  many  cases) 
I  had  doubts  whether  an  officer  accepting  an  office  after 
the  law  requiring  him  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  C.  S.  was  not  presumed  to  have  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law;  and  if  so,  whether  his 
affirmation  could  be  heard  to  rebut  this  presumption.  The 
Supt.  of  Com.  Schools  averred  that  he  had  not  taken  the 
oath  and  asked  nie  for  a  warrant  for  the  payment  of  his 
salary  to  the  date  of  the  abolition  of  his  office.  I  submitted 
the  question  in  writing  to  the  Att.  Genl.  who,  after  much 
consideration  and  conference  with  the  lawyers  responded 
that  he  could  not  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  and  rec- 
ommended a  proceeding  to  raise  the  question  for  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Xobody  would  doubt  the  verity  of  your  affirmation,  but 
the  question  is,  if  the  presum])tion  of  the  law  be  that  the 
incumbent  of  the  office  took  the  oath  prescribed  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  his  entering  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  can 
that  presumption  be  rebutted  by  the  affirmation  of  the  offi- 
cer, to  the  contrary. 

I  meant  only  to  say  that  some  officers  choose  to  avoid 
the  question  by  resigning. 

I  never  doubted  that  your  feelings  toward  nio,  personal 
and  political,  were  entirely  friendly  and  understood  that 
you  uniformly  so  expressed  yourself  in  yr  public  speeches 
last  Fall.  I  never  entertained  a  doubt  that  your  vote  as 
between  me  and  Gov.  Holden  was  based  on  your  convic- 
tion of  dutv,  and  hence  the  kind  feelino;  I  ahvavs  enter- 


CORRESPONDEXCE    OF    JONATHAN    WoKTH.  527 

tained  for  you  were  not  in  any  degi'ee  changed.  I  am  glad 
that  you  do  me  the  justice  to  allow  that  I  acted  in  con- 
formity with  my  convictions  of  duty — and  not  from  per- 
sonal aspiration  for  office.  I  believe  then  as  I  do  now, 
that  my  election,  at  home  and  abroad  gave  much  more  gen- 
eral satisfaction  than  would  that  of  my  opponent. 

I  hope  this  explanation  may  be  entirely  satisfactory  to 
you. 

Oxford,  I^.  C. 


To  John  A.  Gilmer  [Jr.Y 

Raleigh,  Apl  ^  1866. 

I  tender  you  the  appointment  of  Adg-t.  Genl  of  the  Mili- 
tia in  this  State. 

To  enable  you  to  decide  whether  you  will  accept  the  ap- 
pointment I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  our  last  Genl  As- 
sembly. 

If  you  accept  I  shall  rely  on  your  aid  almost  exclusively 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Capt.  Genl  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  militia  in  rplation  to  which  I 
know  little. 

Please  answer  soon. 

Greexsboro. 


To  General  Biiger. 

Ealeigh,  Apl  Jfth  1866. 
On  the  21st  ult.  I  had  the  honor  to  inquire  of  you 
whether  there  would  be  any  objection  on  your  part  to  my 
proceeding  to  organise  the  Militia  imder  an  Act  of  the  last 
session  of  the  Genl.  Assembly.  Having  received  no  an- 
swer, I  am  proceeding  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act. 


■'  A  son  of  John  A.  Gilmer  before-mentioned.     He  became  later  a 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
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To  Col.  Charles  E.  Jones. 

Ealeigh.  Apl  Jf./66. 
Yours  of  the  31st  ult.  was  reed  to-day. 
An  act  passed  the  last  Session  of  the  Genl  Assembly  for 
re-organizing-  the  militia.     It  re-tnacts  the  Chap,  of  the 
rev.  code  entitled  militia  and  authorises  the  employment 
of  the  officers  appointed  in  conformity  with  the  ordinance 
of  the  Convention,  in  effecting  such  re-organization. 
I  am  proceeding  to  execute  this  Act. 

WiLLIAMSBUKGH,   IeEDELL    Co. 


To  John  Livingston. 

Ealeigh  Apl.  Jf.th  1S66. 
state  swamplands.      Yours  of  the  24th  ult.  addressed  to  me  at  Asheboro  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  in  this  city  where  I  now  reside  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State. 

My  successors  at  Asheboro  are  Jackson  &  Robins,  each 
of  them  a  good  lawyer  and  reliable  business  man. 

Under  our  laws  each  County  has  a  County  Surveyor 
who  is  generally  well  acquainted  with  all  the  lands  in  the 
County. 

This  State  owns  in  its  most  Eastern  and  South  East- 
ern Counties  some  millions  of  acres  of  swamp  lands,  many 
of  them  of  incredible  fertility  and  some  of  them  having 
large  bodies  of  cypress  and  juniper  and  other  valuable 
timber  on  them.  They  were  vested  some  40  years  ago  in 
our  board  of  Literature,  of  which  the  Govr.  of  the  State, 
for  the  time  being,  is  ex-officio  chairman.  Some  of  them 
were  partially  drained  some  jears  ago.  The  soil  in  many 
of  them  was  analysed  by  our  State  Geologist,  whose  report 
has  been  published,  representing  them  as  not  being  ex- 
celled in  fertility  by  any  lands  in  the  world.  In  our  pros- 
perity they  were  neglected.     The  Genl  Assembly  at  its  re- 
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cent  session,  authorised  the  Board  of  Literature  to  sell 
them.  The  proximity  of  these  lands  to  the  ocean  makes 
them  very  desirable.  If  your  land  company  would  like  to 
invest  in  them,  the  magnitude  of  the  enterprise  would  war- 
rant sending  a  competent  agent  to  report  on  them. 
Xew  York  City. 


To  General  Biiger. 

Raleigh,  A  pi  ^  1866. 

On  the  1  Mar.  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  you  informing 
you  that  Helsebeck's  horse  had  been  sold  at  private  sale  to 
Jno.  W.  Thomas  of  Thomasville. 

Helsebeck  informs  me  that  Capt.  Campbell  and  Lieut. 
Hendricks  sold  the  horse  claimed  by  Helsebeck  and  an- 
other, both  unbranded,  to  Thomas  at  $350.  or  $375.  for  the 
pair — Helsebeck's  being  the  better  horse. 

This  horse  was  captured  on  the  18th  January, 

Your  order  forbidding  the  further  seizure  of  unbranded 
horses  was  dated  Jan.  12th. 

You  will  remember  that  when  Helsebeck  went  to  Lex- 
ington intending  to  buy  his  horse  (knowing  no  other  means 
of  regaining  possession)  he  was  detained  all  day  under 
promises  that  the  horse  would  be  offered  for  sale,  but  at 
night  was  told  he  had  been  paired  off  with  another  horse 
and  would  not  be  sold.  Very  soon  thereafter  he  was  sold 
at  private  sale.  The  facts  warrant  the  suspicion  that  the 
proceeds  of  sale  were  appropriated  to  the  personal  use  of 
the  vendors. 

The  old  man  Helsebeck,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
took  no  part  in  the  war  but  opposed  it  all  the  time.  He 
was  despoiled  of  all  his  horses,  money  ,etc.  by  the  TJ.  S. 
troops — is  old  and  very  poor.  His  horse  having  been  cap- 
tured six  days  after  the  issue  of  your  order  forbidding  such 
captures  and  the  circumstances  strongly  indicating  that 
the  zeal  of  the  captors  looked  to  their  illegal  personal  gain. 
34 
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I  hope  a  day  may  be  fixed  for  an  investigation  of  the 
transaction  some  two  weeks  hence  so  that  Mr.  Helsebeck 
may  be  notified  in  time  to  be  present  with  his  evidence  at 
such  place  as  you  may  designate.  If  it  turn  out  that  Capt. 
Campbell  and  Lieut.  Hendricks  have  wronged  Mr.  Helse- 
beck I  trust  they  will  be  required  to  make  reparation. 

If  the  course  proposed  be  inadmissable,  will  you  allow 
Mr.  Helsebeck  to  bring  an  action  in  the  Supr.  Court  of 
law  of  his  County  against  Capt.  Campbell  ? 

I  would  like,  if  the  investigation  be  accorded,  that  it 
take  place  before  Genl.  Packard. 


To  General  Rugcr. 

Ealkigh,  Aid.  5  1866. 

Daniel  Worth,  Company's  Sliojjs,  jST.  C,  writes  me  that 
he  purchased  last  spring  a  mule,  having  no  brand  so  far 
as  he  could  see:  that  he  loaned  this  mule  to  H.  C.  Stout, 
who  refuses  to  return  the  mule  because  of  a  notice,  from 
Capt.  Stone,  a  copy  of  Avhich  notice  I  inclose. 

Will  you  inform  me  whether  this  notice  still  imposes  on 
Stout  the  duty  of  holding  the  mule  for  the  IT.  S.  ?  Stout 
seems  to  have  held  this  mule  about  9  months  under  color 
of  this  order. 


From  ^Y.  H.  BcujJeij  to  David  B.  Bullocl: 

Ealeigh,  April  5th  1S66. 
Your  letter  to  the  Governor,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  stating 
that  you  had  in  your  possession  a  horse  given  you  by  an 
impressing  officer  who  had  impressed  yours— that  the 
horse,  then  in  your  possession,  was  impressed  from  another 
citizen  of  your  County,  and  requesting  an  order  from  his 
Excellency  authorizing  you  to  keep  him — has  been  re- 
ceived. 
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The  Governor  instructs  me  to  reply,  that  he  has  no 
power  to  issue  such  an  order;  that  the  question  of  title 
can  alone  be  settled  by  the  Courts,  and  that,  if  the  horse 
be  demanded  of  you,  you  had  best  consult  a  lawyer. 

Tarboeo. 


To  Rev.  S.  H.  Helsebecl: 

Kaleigh  AijI.  6/66. 

I  inclose  co|)y  of  communication  reed  from  Genl  Ruger. 

I  think  you  had  better  go  at  once  to  Salisbury  and  see 
Col.  Packard.  If  he  shall  require  other  proofs  than  you 
can  make,  he  will  doubtless  assign  a  day  and  cause  the 
witnesses  to  be  summoned  whom  you  may  designate. 

As  I  understand  the  case  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
prove  that  your  father's  horse  was  one  of  those  sold  by 
Capt.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Thomas.  If  you  can  establish  this 
fact  I  have  no  doubt  Col.  Packard  will  cause  justice  to  be 
done  to  your  father.  I  know  Col.  Packard  and  believe 
him  to  be  every  way  a  gentleman. 

Geemaxtowx. 


To  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell. 

Raleigh  .4/;/.  6/66. 

Thos.  A.  Butler's  petition  for  pardon — 12th  exception — 
was  forwarded  20th  Oct.  recommended  for  pardon  and 
has  been  advertised  as  granted.  He  has  immediate  want 
of  it  to  be  exhibited  on  some  trial  in  Knoxville.  Will  you 
endeavor  to  get  it  and  forward  it  to  Jno.  Baxter  Knox- 
ville— stating  to  him  what  fee  will  satisfy  you  for  your 
trouble  ? 

WashinctTOx^,  D.  C. 
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To  Tod.  B.  CaldwelL 

Ealeigh^  Apl  6  1866. 

Yours  of  the  3rd  inst.  has  been  received. 

j\Ir.  Freeman  says  the  bill  to  which  you  refer  was  en- 
rolled and  not  ratified. 

I  will  endorse  for  you  the  Engrossing  Clerk's  certificate, 
but  without  the  ratification  of  the  Speakers  I  could  not 
certify  "that  such  a  law  received  the  sanction  of  the  Leg- 
islature and  the  State  to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  is 
fully  pledged  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  sum  therein 
named." 

I  regard  the  certificates  as  essential  to  give  it  the  valid- 
ity of  a  law. 

I  have  submitted  your  letter  to  R.  S.  Donnell  and  S.  F. 
Phillips,  each  of  whom  expresses  the  opinion  that  the 
bill  cannot  now  be  ratified. 

I  expect  to  be  absent  from  the  city  the  early  part  of 
next  week — will  be  back  on  Saturday  the  14th,  Should 
you  need  any  certificate  I  can  properly  make,  let  Major 
Bagley  know  and  I  will  forward  it  to  you,  to  such  place 
as  you  may  designate. 

Morgan  TON. 


To  James  R.  Love. 

Raleigh,  Apl  6  1866. 
Relating  to  Yours  of  the  22nd  ult.  without  post-mark  came  to  hand 

pardons.  ^ 

to-day 

The  petition  of  Thos.  A.  Butler  was  forwarded  from 
this  office  on  the  20th  Sepr.  and  his  pardon  recommended. 

An  ordinance  of  the  Convention  authorised  all  persons 
to  vote  in  the  elections  of  the  9  Nov.  last,  whose  pardons 
should  be  announced  by  the  Govr.  although  the  pardon  had 
not  been  reed.  A  few  days  before  the  election  upwards  of 
500  were  announced  by  the  Govr.  as  having  been  par- 
doned. 
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I  learn  from  Dr.  Powellj  Gov.  Holden's  agent  at  Wash- 
ington City,  that  these  pardons  were  announced  by  Gov. 
Holden,  as  soon  as  they  passed  the  preliminary  examina- 
tions of  the  Atto.  Genl.  They  were  not  then  pardoned.  I 
have  used  in  vain  every  exertion  to  obtain  them.  Mr.  But- 
ler's, I  presume,  has  not  been  granted. 

Dr.  Powell  lately  assured  me  he  would  attend  to  my 
special  application.  He  is  not  now  State  agent.  I  am  not 
supposed  to  appoint  one.  He  told  me  he  would  expect 
some  pay  from  those  who  could  pay  in  convenience  and 
that  he  would  charge  nothing  to  others.  I  presume  he 
could  get  Mr.  Butler's  pardon  on  special  application. 

I  write  Dr.  Powell  to  get  the  pardon  and  foi-ward  it  as 
you  request  to  Jno.  Baxter,  Knoxville. 

ASHEVILLE. 


2^0  Lewis  Hanes. 

Raleigh,  Apl  6th  1866. 

I  reed  and  read  with  interest  and  hearty  approval  the 
first  number  of  yr  paper.  I  have  not  seen  any  of  the  sub- 
sequent numbers.  I  inclose  $5.  for  my  subscription  for 
such  time  as  it  will  pay. 

I  would  like  to  commune  with  you  on  the  present  aspect 
of  public  affairs.  I  fear  a  serious  convulsion  is  about  to 
be  inaugurated  by  the  radicals,  but  hope  the  impregnable 
positions  he  maintains  and  his  courageous  front  may  keep 
them  at  bay. 

Salisbury. 


To  Colonel  Whittlesey. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  7th  1866. 
I  have  reed  to-day  from  the  County  atto.  of  Craren,  an  Fi-letoeifr  ^ 
order  addressed  to  the  Sheriff  of  that  County,  by  G.  A.    '^^^'^' 
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Seely,  purporting  to  be  one  of  your  subordinates,  in  which 
he  states  that  a  case  is  pending  in  the  County  Court  of  said 
County  against  Sarah  Richardson  (colored)  for  selling 
liquor  without  license.  He  says  ''negro  testimony  not  be- 
ing by  law  admitted,  you  are  informed  that  the  County 
Court  will  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  jurisdiction.  You 
are  therefore  directed  to  suspend  any  proceedings  you  may 
have  commenced  against  the  deft,  and  to  leave  the  com- 
plaint for  investigation  by  the  proper  officer  of  this  Bu- 
reau.'' 

Will  you  please  inform  me    whether  his    interference 
meets  with  your  approval  or  not  ? 


From  ^y^lUam  H.  Bagley  to  John  A.  Gilmer,  Jr. 

Raleigh,  Ayril  7th  1866. 

Under  instructions  from  Governor  Worth,  I  herewith 
forward  your  commission  as  Adjutant  General  of  this 
State.  You  will  take  and  subscribe  to  the  accompanying 
oaths  and  forward  to  this  office.  The  Governor  directs  me 
to  say  that  he  does  not  expect  you  to  reside  in  Raleigh, 
upon  the  limited  salary  attached  to  the  office.  When  neces- 
sary you  can  come  dowTi  to  Raleigh  upon  the  summons  of 
the  Governor.  All  orders  from  you,  however,  will  have 
to  be  drawn  as  though  issued  from  your  office  in  this  city. 

[P.  S.] — The  Governor  desires  that  you  will  mature  a 
phni  of  reorganization  of  the  Militia  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and  then  come  to  this  city. 


To  Major  Thomas  L.  E chert. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  7th  1S66. 
Recommendation        I  havc  a  vouuff  friend  16  yrs  old  last  February,  of  most 

of  a  youth  to  West  ^  &  J  .7  J  ^ 

I'oi^t-  exemplary  character,  of  excellent  parentage  and  superior 
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intelligence  and  good  English  education  who  would  like  to 
be  admitted  as  a  cadet  at  West  Point.  His  father  died 
many  years  ago.  His  mother  is  a  most  excellent  lady, 
straitened  in  point  of  fortune,  lives  in  this  city. 

Is  there  any  possible  chance  of  getting  him  admitted? 
He  can  give  the  best  testimonials  from  the  first  men  in 
the  State.  If  you  can  aid  me  by  suggesting  the  best  plan 
of  accomplishing  the  object,  or  in  any  other  way,  you 
will  place  me  under  great  personal  obligations  to  you.  I 
am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  youth  and  know  him 
to  be  so  deserving,  that  I  shall  feel  greatly  gratified  if  he 
can  be  admitted. 

We  all  feel  here  that  the  President's  plan  of  restoration 
is  statesmanlike  and  wise  in  reference  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  United  States,  and  therefore  all  classes 
of  wliite  people  sustain  him  and  all  our  negroes,  who  have 
sense  enough  to  understand  the  subject. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  ^y.  L.  Steele.^ 

Eai.eigii,  Apl  7th  1866. 
Your  petition  with  upwards  of  300  others  were  found  pj^^lJ,^'/  ^^ 
on  file  here  by  me,  and  forwarded  on  the  5th  Jan.  last 
with  my  recommendations  that  the  pardons  be  granted. 
I  wrote  the  Prest  that  in  view  of  the  pardons  already 
granted  in  this  State,  I  could  perceive  no  rule  of  discrimi- 
nation which  would  warrant  me  in  rejecting  any  of  them, 
I  have  assurance  that  they  would  be  granted  from  time 
to  time,  but  notwithstanding  urgent  importunity,  none 
have  been  gTanted  save  those  to  parties  who  went  to  Wash- 
ingion  in  person  or  who  employed  a  special  agent  to  make 


1  Walter  L.  Steele  had  been  a  Democratic  member  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  1846-1850,  ]854,  and  1856.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Charles, 
ton  and  Baltimore  Democratic  Conventions  of  1860.  He  was  later  a 
member  of  the  Forty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Congresses. 
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special  application.  If  you  deem  it  important  to  get  your 
pardon  soon,  write  to  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell  or  Jno.  H.  Wheeler 
or  other  personal  friends.  Dr.  Powell  will  get  it  without 
delay  if  you  propose  to  pay  him  a  moderate  fee. 

I  know  no  one  who  is  not  ardently  for  sustaining  Prest. 
Johnson,  unless  it  be  W.  W.  Holden.  He  professes  to  sus- 
tain him,  but  the  course  of  his  journal  sustains  Thad.  Stev- 
ens &  Co.  His  influence  in  this  State  was  never  at  so  low 
an  ebb — His  false  representations  as  to  our  loyalty  does 
us  mischief  abroad. 

Rockingham. 


To  B.  S.  liedricl: 

Raleigh,  Apl.  9/66. 
The  article  in  the  Sentinel  on  Att.  Gcnl  Speed  to  which 
you  refer  did  not  attract  my  attention.  I  had  got  the  im- 
pression that  the  Att.  Genl  did  not  cordially  support  the 
president's  plan  of  restoration.  I  think  there  are  not  now 
and  never  were  any  worse  disunionists  than  those  who  op- 
pose the  president.  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  your  letter 
that  Mr.  Speed  is  not  a  Disunionist.  I  regard  all  men  who 
now  seek  to  prevent  complete  restoration  either  by  direct 
means  or  by  the  more  exceptionable  plan  of  prescribing  an 
unconstitutional  test  oath,  as  disunionists, — and  under  the 
circumstances  less  manly  and  equally  criminal  with  the 
original  Secessionists.  I  will  see  Mr.  Pell  on  the  subject. 
I  do  not  understand  the  President's  plan  as  to  pardons. 
Hoiden^s^actionin  H^^  telegram  to  Gov.  Holdeu  immediately  after  his  non- 
rcgard  to  pardons.  cl.ection,^declaring  that  the  elections  in  this  State  had  dam- 
aged our  chances  of  restoration  which  Mr.  H.  continually 
interprets  as  having  peculiar  reference  to  the  Governor's 
election,  warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  Prest.  had  much 
confidence  in  Govr.  H. — Gov.  H.,  in  Oct.  last,  officially 
publishes  the  names  of  above  500  persons  as  having  been 
pardoned,  whereby  these  500  persons  were  entitled  to  vote 
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under  the  ordinance  of  our  Convention,  on  the  9th  N'ov. 
last.  If  the  publication  was  true,  why  cannot  these  per- 
sons, six  months  thereafter,  get  these  pardons  ?  If  the 
publication  was  untrue,  how  is  it  that  the  prospects  of  the 
State  are  damaged  by  the  non-election  of  one  who  officially 
publishes  a  falsehood,  likely  to  increase  his  chances  of 
election  ?  These  pardons  ought  to  come  or  Ilolden  to  be 
exposed.  The  300  which  I  sent  on  and  which  had  been 
for  months  in  this  office,  were  probably  not  embraced  in 
the  500  lot,  because  he  could  not  rely  on  their  voting  for 
him.  Charity  itself  could  ascribe  the  discrimination  to 
no  other  motive.  I  can  perceive  nothing  more  that  I  can 
do  after  the  efforts  made  by  you,  Mr.  Mason  and  Gov. 
Swain  at  my  instance,  without  subjecting  myself  to  the 
imputation  of  want  of  proper  self  respect,  l^ot  a  single 
pardon  has  been  granted  at  my  instance  since  I  came  into 
office. 

A  foul  murder  and  robbery  was  committed  in  a  fre- 
quented street  of  this  city  before  bed-time  a  few  months 
ago.  The  murderer  was  detected  and  committed  to  prison 
and  escaped.  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  is  in  Springfield, 
O.,  but  I  am  not  suffiiciently  certain  to  send  after  him,  until 
I  can  obtain  more  reliable  information.  Can  you  pro- 
cure for  me,  without  too  much  trouble,  the  name  of  some 
reliable  person  in  Springfield  of  whom  I  may  make  in- 
quiry. The  chief  of  police,  if  there  be  such  an  officer, 
would  be  a  suitable  man. 

Gov.  Swain  assures  me  that  both  you  and  Mr.  Mason 
have  done  your  best  to  get  the  pardons  and  in  behalf  of 
the  petitioners  I  cordially  thanl^  you  for  your  disinterested 
exertion  in  their  behalf.  As  I  have  not  authority  to  reward 
you  for  your  trouble  I  cannot  impose  on  your  liberality 
to  make  a  further  effort. 

Our  construction  of  the  President's  peace  proclamation 
is  that  martial  law  is  at  an  end  in  this  State  and  the  privi- 
lege of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  restored?     Is  this  the 
construction  at  Washing-ton? 
Washington^  D.  C. 
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To  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Ealeigh,  ApL  9/66. 

I  have  a  package  from  Worth  &  Daniel  directed  to  you 
to  my  care  said  to  contain  $700.  in  notes  of  Bk  of  Fay- 
etteville,  sent  by  Isaac  J.  to  pay  debt  in  that  Bank.  What 
am  I  to  do  with  them  ? 

We  do  not  know  what  are  to  be  the  effects  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  peace.  We  understand  it  as  put- 
ting an  end  to  martial  law  and  restoring  the  right  of  the 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

So  far  I  hear  of  no  disposition  to  bring  out  a  candi- 
date against  me.  At  the  May  Courts  my  friends  ought 
to  pass  resolutions  endorsing  my  administration  and  re- 
commending my  re-election.  In  Chatham  I  suppose  all 
would  join  in  it.     All  well. 


To  J.  J.  Jacl'son. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  15/66. 
Concerning  Mv  Couiicil  of  State  confirmed  mv  nominations  yester- 

appointments.  ''  '  . 

day  for  a  board  of  Internal  Improvement — to-wit,  Dr.  J. 
G.  Ramsay  of  Rowan  and  P.  H.  Winston  of  Bertie — also 
for  Board  of  Literature,  ISTereus  Mendenhall,  H.  W.  Hus- 
ted  and  Stephen  p.  Pool. 

It  was  impossible  to  make  these  nominations  without 
occasioning  some  dissatisfaction.  John  D.  Whitford  who 
is  my  warm  friend  and  was  turned  out  of  the  Presidency 
of  the  Atlantic  Road  by  Holden,  was  importunate  for  the 
nomination  of  a  New  Bern  man  on  the  Internal  Improve- 
ment Board.  He  wanted  me  to  appoint  my  friend  Charlie 
Clark,  member  elect  to  Congress.  He  was  my  ardent 
friend  as  against  Holden.  I  declined  because  I  deemed  it 
wrong  per  se  and  impolitic.  There  is  antagonism  between 
iN'ew  Bern  and  Morehead  City — and  commercial  rivalry 
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between  JSTew  Bern  and  Wilmington.  The  appointment 
of  Clark  would  have  roused  feeling  against  me  in  More- 
head  Cit}',  Wilmington,  and  on  the  part  of  J.  M.  More- 
head.  I  deemed  it  more  just  and  less  likely  to  array  feel- 
ing against  me  to  appoint  two  men  of  high  character,  un- 
connected with  the  rival  interests  of  the  State,  uninflu- 
enced by  local  interests.  Some  dissatisfaction  will  be  felt 
by  my  Xew  Bern  friends,  but  the  plan  adopted  is  right 
and  I  think  will  meet  general  approval.  ISTo  objection  will 
be  raised,  I  think,  to  Mendenhall,  Husted,  and  Pool  [who] 
were  old  Whigs  and  what  Holden  calls  latter  day  war  men. 
The  straight  sect  men  will  not  endorse  their  appointment. 

If  any  opposition  be  got  up  against  me,  it  will  come 
from  some  one  who  will  come  out  for  repudiation  of  our 
ante-war  debt.  I  believe  the  great  body  of  the  people  are 
opposed  to  paying  it.  Many  very  respectable  men  insist 
that  the  North,  which  holds  most  of  it,  has  demolished  our 
wealth  by  forcing  us  to  emancipate  our  slaves  and  by  wan- 
ton spoliation  not  warranted  by  civilized  war, — and  thus 
absolved  us  from  any  obligation  to  pay,  and  they  further 
insist  that  the  Xational  taxes  will  be  as  much  as  we  can 
pay.  The  action  of  Congress  is  greatly  increasing  un- 
friendly feeling.  If  such  a  man  as  Gen.  Leach  should 
take  the  stump  with  repudiation  for  his  hobby,  it  would 
be  an  exciting  contest — but  at  this  time,  nothing  could  be 
more  impolitic.  Assuming  that  we  never  intend  to  pay, 
policy  would  require  us  to  withhold  the  avowal  of  it  till 
our  members  are  admitted  into  CongTcss.  If  we  were  to 
elect  a  repudiation  Governor,  it  would  shut  us  out  indefi- 
nitely and  would  furnish  an  excuse  for  excessive  and  dis- 
criminating taxes  and  burthens. 

At  the  May  court  my  friends  ought  to  get  resolutions 
endorsing  mv  course  and  nominating  me.  Will  it  not  suit 
to  get  Manning  and  Haughton  to  put  themselves  right  by 
taking  an  active  part  in  it  ? 

Say  to  Wm.  Haughton  that  I  have  not  considered  the 
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matter  as  to  the  appointment  of  directors  on  the  R.  E.s 
and  cannot  now  give  any  assurances  to  anybody.  Much 
sensitiveness  prevails  and  I  must  withhold  any  promises 
for  the  present — but  assure  him  that  I  will  not  forget  his 
apj)lication  when  the  proper  time  for  action  shall  arrive. 


To  Colonel  WJiittlesey. 

EaleicxH,  Apl  16th  1866. 

The  bearer  Madison  complains  to  me  that  certain  freed- 
meu  who  have  squatted  on  a  square  of  this  city  belonging 
to  the  State  are  disorderly  in  their  conduct.  They  claim 
to  have  built  on  this  square  under  authority  of  your  Bu- 
reau. It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  four  chief  executive  offi- 
cers in  the  Capitol  to  remove  trespassers  from  the  public 
squares  and  we  are  not  authorized  to  allow  buildings  to  be 
erected  on  them. 

If  these  persons  have  located  on  the  square  under  leave 
from  you  I  hope  you  will  hear  the  bearer's  statement — 
and  take  such  action  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 


To  Z.  B.  Vance. 
Private. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  16/66. 

I  had  decided  on  accepting  the  proposal  of  another  man- 
ufacturer of  artificial  limbs  before  I  reed  your  letter.  Dr. 
Warren  never  reported  any  of  the  effects  belonging  to  his 
department  after  the  surrender  of  Johnson,  as  in  his  cus- 
tody, nor  gave  any  information  to  aid  the  State  in  recover- 
ing any  of  them.  His  desertion  of  yourself  while  your 
troubles  were  greatest  did  not  increase  the  little  respect 
I  had  for  him  before.  His  chances  would  have  been  bad 
if  I  had  not  closed  a  contract  before  receiving  his  proposal, 
l)ut  it  is  sufficient  to  say  the  application  came  too  late. 
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I  shall  always  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  oblige  you 
and  hope  yon  will  command  me  accordingly. 
Charlotte,  X.  C. 


To  John  D.  Whit  ford. 

Raleigh,  Apl  17  ISOO. 
Yon  will  remember  that  I  informed  von  some  weeks  aso  Explaining  his 

-  o     reason  for  certain 

that  i  proposed  to  nominate  P.  H.  Winston  as  one  of  the  "I'l'ointments. 
Board  of  Internal  Improvements.     You  expressed  your 
approval  as   did  also  our  other  friends,  then  present.     I 
afterwards   obtained  his   consent  to   accept   the   position 
should  my  nomination  be  confirmed. 

Owing  to  the  many  rivalries  and  supposed  conflicting  in- 
terests betwen  our  Rail  Roads  and  commercial  towns,  I 
had  made  up  my  mind  to  select  as  the  other  member  of  the 
board  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  intelligence  and  standing, 
no  way  connected  with  these  rival  interests,  whose  decisions 
would  be  free  from  suspicion  of  any  other  motive  excepting 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  State,  having  due 
reference  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  others.  If  I  had 
selected  as  the  second  member  of  the  board,  a  citizen  of 
I^ewbern,  Morehead  City,  or  Wilmington  or  an  individual 
largely  interested  in  any  one  of  our  works  of  Internal  Im- 
provement it  would  have  given  dissatisfaction  to  the  other 
rival  towns  or  roads.  In  fixing  on  Mr.  Winston  and  Dr. 
Ramsey  I  conceive  that  I  exhibit  impartiality  and  give 
nobody  cause  to  complain. 

There  are  no  two  men  in  the  State  whom  I  would  more 
gladly  oblige  than  yourself  and  Mr.  Clark,  but  his  locality 
and  the  fact  that  he  holds  a  commission  as  a  member  of 
Congress  make  it  inexpedient  that  he  should  accept  the 
position  of  a  member  of  the  board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment and  I  think  the  appointment  would  have  excited  pre- 
judices injurious  both  to  him  and  to  me.  I  had  fully 
committed  myself  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Winston  and 
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the  appointment  of  both  members  of  the  board  from  the 
East  would  have  occasioned  some  remark. 

In  advance  of  the  meeting  of  the  board,  which  I  think 
I  shall  not  call  till  after  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  I 
Avill  gladly  hear  from  you  or  i\Ir.  Clark  or  any  other  citi- 
zen of  your  section  any  suggestions  you  may  be  walling  to 
make  in  relation  to  your  road, — whom  you  would  deem 
suitable  Directors,  etc. 


To  Thomas  M.  Holt.'' 

Raleigh  ApJ.  17/66. 

Yours  of  the  16th  inst.  is  received  in  which  you  express 
your  willingness  to  accept  the  appointment  of  State  Direc- 
tor on  the  N".  C.  E.  R. 

I  have  been  so  pressed  with  duties  requiring  immediate 
attention  since  I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  my  position  that  I  have  given  no  attention  to  the  subject 
of  State  Directors  on  our  R.Rs.,  it  being  some  two  or 
three  months  before  it  will  be  necessary  to  act.  .  I  am  not 
willing  now  to  make  any  specific  promise  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  Director  until  I  shall  look  into  the  matter 
more  fully — ^but  can  assure  you  that  your  claims  will  re- 
ceive the  favorable  consideration  due  to  your  fitness  for  the 
position  and  the  friendly  personal  and  political  relations 
between  us.  I  have  reason  to  be  very  grateful  to  your 
County  and  yourself  and  family  for  the  honor  they  have 
repeatedly  conferred  on  me. 

Haw  River. 


^  Thomas  M.  Holt,  a  farmer  and  manufacturer  of  Alamance.  He 
■was  later  for  many  years  president  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
and  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad.  He  was  State  senator 
in  1876,  and  in  18S8  was  elected  lieutenant  governors  becoming  Gov- 
ernor on  the  death  of  Governor  Daniel  G.  Fowle. 


a])iH)intincnt. 
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ToJu]inD.]Vhitford. 

Raleigh,  A  pi  171  It  ISijii. 

In  determining-  upon  the  appointments  for  the  Internal  Expiainingnn 
Improvement  board,  the  claims  of  your  section  and  those 
of  our  friend  C.  C.  Clark  Esqr  were  fully  considered. 
Two  reasons  influenced  our  action.  In  the  first  ]:)lace  you 
know  I  had  determined  to  appoint  our  friend  P.  II.  Wins- 
ton for  reasons  I  had  explained  to  ^''ou  and  which  met  your 
approval.  He  being  from  the  East  led  us  to  conclude  that 
it  would  be  considered  improper  to  appoint  another  East- 
ern man.  Secondly  Mr.  Clark  being  elected  and  holding 
a  commission  from  me  as  a  member  of  Congress,  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  if  not  improper, 
to  issue  upon  him  another  commission.  Hence  we  selected 
a  gentleman  from  the  West  in  whom  we  had  entire  confi- 
dence and  who  will  no  doubt  give  satisfaction  to  our 
friends. 

Please  assure  our  friends  that  the  true  interests  of  your 
road  shall  be  cared  for.  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  receive 
suggestions  from  our  friends  in  your  section  of  the  State. 
Accept  for  your  self  and  assure  my  friend  Clark  of  my 
hiffh  regard. 


To  B.  S.  Hedricl'. 

Raleigh,  A  pi  IStli  186G. 

Yours  of  the  llth  inst  is  reed. 

I  inclose  to  you  as  requested  the  Standard  of  Oct.  31/6.5 

.     .  f  ,1  K/^/^  £  „,,  ,„l,  ^,-.-1  Hold  en's  action  ill 

containing  names  of  more  than  500  names  oi  persons  \Uiom  relation  to  pardons. 

Gov.  Holden  certifies  had  been  pardoned.     In  his  issues  of 

the  2d  and  4th  Nov.  he  certifies  some  40  more.     I  do  not 

send  the  two  latter  numbers  supposing  the  paper  sent  will 

answer  the  purpose.     I  have  withdrawn  it  from  a  file  I 

am  preserving  as  a  curiosity  and  wish  it  returned.     I  could 

not  elsewhere  procure  it. 
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These  persons  were  selected,  the  Govr,  no  doubt  believ- 
ing they  would  vote  for  him,  at  the  election  to  come  off  on 
the  9th  Nov. — The  petitions  of  300  others  were  not  sent, 
though  most  of  them  had  been  months  on  file  and  were 
petitioners  generally  because  of  having  held  some  petty 
office  or  under  the  $20,000.  clause.  I  suppose  he  was  not 
willing  to  trust  these  300. 

The  list  of  names  ratified  as  Collectors  and  assessors  for 
this  State  is  improved  by  the  changes  made. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  best  interests  of  the  whole 
nation  would  be  prompted  by  the  repeal  of  the  teste  oath 
out  and  out,  but  members  of  Congress  seem  to  be  governed 
more  by  hatred  to  the  South  than  by  the  noble  considera- 
tions which  control  Statesmen. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  P.  P.  Mart. 

Raleigh  April  ISth  1866. 

I  am  referred  to  you  by  W.  C.  Dodge,  of  Washington 
City,  as  a  reliable  and  suitable  man  to  procure  and  forward 
to  me  the  information  herein  asked  for. 

Last  winter  a  harmless  man  was  murdered  and  robbed 
in  a  street  of  this  city.  It  was  a  diabolical  killing  to  get 
money.  The  murderer  was  arrested  and  committed  to  jail, 
from  which  he  made  his  escape  some  two  months  ago.  I 
heard  of  him  soon  after  in  Petersburg,  Va.  and  sent  a 
messenger  to  arrest  and  bring  him  back.  The  murderer 
had  a  sister  here  who  by  some  means  ascertained  that  her 
brother's  whereabouts  was  discovered.  She  got  on  the  R. 
R.  in  advance  of  my  messenger  and  warned  her  brother 
who  left  Petersburg  before  the  arrival  of  my  messenger. 

I  now  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  murderer  and  his 
sister  were  recently  in  your  town,  probably  settled  there — 
and  possibly  passing  under  assumed  names.  The  sister's 
real  name  is  Fanny  Miller.    She  is  about  medium  height — 
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black  hair — about  25  or  30  years  old — good  looking — 
speaks  very  slowly — rosy  coniplexiou — always  dressed  in 
black — ^wears  Xo.  5  shoes — full  lips — nose  slightly  inclined 
to  turn  up. 

Her  brother  the  murderer  is  named  Joseph  Sugg — 
about  5  feet  7  inches  high — chunky — red  complexion — 
hair  very  dark — nearly  black— hair  coarse  and  straight 
standing  straight  out  from  his  head — speaks  very  loud  and 
rather  drawling — and  passed  under  the  name  of  Smith 
after  he  left  Petersburg— about  19  or  20  years  old — gen- 
erally wore  soldiers  clothes  here.  He  may  try  to  pass  as 
U.  S.  soldier  but  never  was  in  U.  S.  army. 

If  you  can  in  some  private  way  ascertain  whether  the 
murderer  is  in  your  place  or  his  sister  with  whom  he  is  no 
doubt  in  correspondence  and  communicate  the  intelli- 
gence to  me,  I  will  make  a  regular  demand  for  him  on  the 
Govr.  of  your  State  and  send  a  messenger  to  apprehend 
him.  I  shall  offer  a  reward  for  his  apprehension.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  an  early  day. 

SpRiNCiFiELD^  Ohio. 


To  M.  A.  Johe. 

Raleigh  A  pi  IS/ 66. 
If,  in  your  opinion,  any  thing  can  be  done  on  my  part 
as  Governor  of  the  State,  to  expedite  the  re-establishment 
of  the  mails  in  this  State,  I  will  be -obliged  to  you,  if,  at 
your  earliest  convenience,  you  will  call  upon  me  and  ex- 
plain wherein  you  may  think  my  co-operation  will  aid  you 
in  In-inging  about  this  most  desirable  object. 
RaleicxH.  K  C. 


35 
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To  General  linger. 

Raleigh,  A  pi.  lOtJi   ISGO. 

My  leg  maiiiifacturers  are  waiting  on  me  to  fiunisli  a 
house  in  whicli  to  commence  their  operations. 

In  view  of  the  contingency  that  yon  may  decline  to 
let  us  have  the  buildings  on  the  Baptist  Grove  lot,  occu- 
pied by  the  Qr.  Master's  hands,  I  have  been  making  a 
tour  around  the  city  to  see  what  other  building  can  be  had 
which  would  suit ;  and  find  the  building  occupied  as  a 
butcher  and  provision  storehouse  in  the  jSTorth  part  of  the 
city  much  more  eligible  than  those  on  the  Baptist  Grove 
lot.  So  much  of  the  building  as  is  South  of  the  main  en- 
trance would  be  quite  as  much  as  we  would  want,  leaving 
a  large  part  of  the  building  on  the  Xorth  and  which  we 
would  not  need.  This  property  does  not  belong  to  the 
State.  I  understand  it  was  used — perhaps  erected,  for 
the  manufacture  of  bayonets. 

Can  any  arrangement  be  made  with  you  by  which  the 
State  can  occupy  the  building,  or  so  much  of  it  as  lies 
South  of  the  main  entrance  into  it  ? 


To  Dr.  P.  J.  Connor. 

Raleigh  Apl  19/66. 

Yours  of  yesterday  is  received. 

I  send  you  Prof.  Emmons  Agricultural  report  covering 
his  reports  on  the  Swamp  lands  of  IST.  C. 

I  have  not  his  mineralogical  report.  I  imderstand  it 
can  be  had  of  Mr.  Pomeroy — Bookseller  on  Fayetteville 
Street  in  this  city. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  impart  to  you  any  information  I  can 
in  relation  to  our  Swamp  lands  at  any  time  it  may  suit 
you  to  call  upon  me. 
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■  To  Stephen  D.  Pool. 

Raleigh  ApL  10th  1S66. 

I  regret  that  you  cannot  be  present  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Literature  on  to-morrow.  The  chief  busi- 
ness on  which  the  board  will  be  called  upon  to  act  to- 
morrow will  be  the  giving  of  instructions  to  the  State 
Geologist,  under  the  13  Sec.  Chap.  3  Eevised  Code. 

The  looking  after  the  Swamp  lands  belonging  to  the 
State  is  one  of  the  duties  expected  of  us  by  the  Genl  As- 
sembly. If  you  can  make  any  suggestion  in  writing  as 
to  the  l^est  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  these  lands, 
you  will  much  oblige  me. 

GOLDSBORO. 


To  A.  J.  Dargan.^ 

Ealeigh.  Apl.  20th  1866. 

I  herewith  inclose  to  you  your  commission  as  one  of 
my  aides. 

As  there  is  little  or  no  complaint  against  my  adminis- 
tration, excepting  the  murmurings  of  the  Standard,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  interests  of  the  State  will  be  best  sub- 
served in  the  avoidance  of  a  contest  for  the  Governorship  * 
next  summer,  especially  as  I  allowed  my  name  to  be  used 
last  >Tovr.  only  upon  the  most  urgent  importunity  of  those 
who  believed  my  name  to  be  the  most  available  one  to  be 
run  against  Gov.  Holden. 

I  heard  of  one  man  who  supported  me  last  iSTovr.  who 
wishes  to  have  opposition  run  against  me  this  summer. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  confidence  you  express 
in  my  administration  and  the  belief  you  express  that  your 
section  and  County  will  give  me  next  summer  a  more 
unanimous  vote  than  thev  did  last  ISTovr. 


1  Atlas  J.  Uargan,  of  Anson,  was  a  popular  lawyer.      He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  1850  to  1860,  in  1864, 1866,  and  1870- 
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I  am  ill  eoi*res2Dondence  with  the  Prest.  as  to  whether  he 
considers  his  peace  proclamation  as  abolishing  martial  law 
and  restoring  the  right  to  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  1 
hope  to  have  his  answer  by  Monday  next. 

AsHEBORO. 


To  Dr.  ^Y.  11.  ]y heeler. 


Kxpiaining  seiec-        The  merits  of  the  Palmer  and  Jewett  lee;  seemed  to  me 

tion  of  a  certain 


PtALEIGH,  Apl.  20/66. 

Jewett  leg  seemed  to  ] 
make  of  artificial  gQ  nearly  equal,  my  judgment  inclining  to  the  latter,  [that] 
I  got  Gov.  Swain  who  went  to  Washington  on  a  State  busi- 
ness lately,  to  make  inquiry  into  their  relative  merits.  He 
and  Gov.  Graham,  after  what  they  deemed  the  necessary 
inquiries,  advised  me  to  adopt  the  Jewett  proposition,  and 
I  have  entered  into  a  contract  accordingly.  If  I  could 
have  felt  assured  as  you  do,  that  "there  is  no  better  limb 
manufactured  in  the  world  than  the  Palmer  leg,"  your 
wishes  would  have  been  decisive  witK  me  in  making  my 
election.  I  deem  Jewett's  preferable  and  I  get  it  $5.  per 
leg  cheaper  than  Palmer's  offer.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  the 
responsibility  was  thrown  upon  me  to  decide  this  matter. 
There  are  so  many  manufacturers  of  merits  apparently  so 
nearly  equal,  that  I  have  had  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
among  them.  After  making  my  decision  Marks's  leg  was 
exhibited  to  me,  which  is  cheaper  and  I  believe  more  use- 
ful than  any  of  them. 

I  am  in  correspondence  with  the  President  in  relation 
to  his  interpretation  of  his  peace  proclamation.  I  hope  to 
have  his  answer  soon.  I  hope  he  designed  it  to  put  an 
end  to  the  martial  law  in  this  State  and  to  restore  the 
right  to  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 
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To  Andrew  Johnson. 

Ealeigh,  Apl.  20th  1866. 
Sir 

I  bee-  leave  aeain  to  brine  to  your  attentiuu  aud  aak  vuur  Re'niest  for  pardon 

°  o  o         J  «/  of  George  iJavis. 

favorable  consideration  of  the  application  of  Mr.  George 
Davis,  of  Wilmington  in  this  State  to  be  pardoned  for  or 
on  account  of  his  complicity  with  the  late  revolutionary  or 
rebellious  action  of  the  Southern  States. 

From  the  statements  of  citizens  of  Wilmington  in  whom 
I  have  entire  confidence,  I  learn  that  Mr.  Davis  while  a 
prisoner  at  Fort  LaFayette  during  the  past  year,  preferred 
his  petition  to  your  excellency,  praying  for  a  pardon  and 
also  for  a  release  from  his  then  confinement :  and  that  your 
excellency  was  graciously  pleased  to  grant  his  prayer  so 
far  as  to  relieve  him  from  actual  imprisonment.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Davis  has  been  in  Wilming-ton  on  his  pal'ole 
and  I  am  well  assured  he  is  altogether  and  in  all  respects 
a  true  and  loyal  citizen  and  firm  and  decided  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

He  is  a  gentleman  of  great  purity  of  life  and  of  most 
conservative  devotion  to  the  laws,  and  these  characteristics, 
added  to  his  high  standard  of  integrity  and  Honor,  afford 
the  strong  guaranty  of  his  faithful  adherence  to  the  sol- 
emn oaths  he  has  taken  to  support,  protect  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Union  of  the 
States  thereimder. 

Mr.  Davis  has  but  little  property  except  a  very  ordinary 
dwelling  house  in  Wilmington  and  that  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Freedman's  Bureau.  He  has  a  family  of  six 
children  not  long  since  deprived  by  death  of  their  mother, 
and  he  and  his  children  are  without  a  home,  and  are  now 
really  living  by  the  charity  of  others. 

Believing  Mr.  Davis  to  be  in  all  respects  a  fit  subject  of 
that  clemency  which  has  characterised  your  action  as  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  I  would  most  respectfully  and 
earnestly  invoke  its  exercise  in  his  behalf. 
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To  B.  S.  Hedrick. 

Kaleigh,  Apl.  20th  1866.    . 
pardons!  ^°  Youi's  of  the  16 til  inst  is  received. 

Please  send  me  by  mail,  the  pardons  to  which  you  re- 
fer, when  obtained — and  accept  from  me  and  the  parties 
pardoned  sincere  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  trouble  you  have 
exliibited  in  obtaining  them. 

A  party  here  whose  name  was  published  as  being  par- 
doned just  before  the  election  of  the  9th  !Rov.  last,  told  me 
yesterday  that  he  had  reed  his  pardon,  and  that  it  w^as 
dated  Mar.  6th  1866.  This  was  Mr.  Blount  of  this  city. 
The  publication  of  the  500  or  600  pardons  just  before  the 
election,  is  an  incredible  instance  of  official  villainy  on  the 
part  of  our  patriotic  and  noble  Govr.,  as  the  Chronicle  de- 
nominates him.  The  Prest.  and  the  public  ought  to  un- 
derstand it.  I  had  supposed,  after  the  publication  officially 
made  by  Gov.  Holden,  that  the  Prest.  could  issue  them 
without  prejudice  to  him — It  seems  from  your  letter  that 
he  cannot. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  out  of  some  800  names  to  call  out 
those  whose  cases  are  more  urgent  than  others.     It  seems 
to  me  that  those  who  petitioned  under  the  13th  Section 
and  as  petty  office  holders,  ought  to  have  their  pardons  is- 
1^  sued  at  once.     When  they  know  that  R.  R.  Bridgers,  Wil- 

liam Johnston,  Wei  don  IST.  Edwards,  ]S[.  Woodfin  and  others 
who  were  conspicuous  Secessionists  have  been  pardoned — 
When  they  know  that  W.  W.  Holden  who  for  years  had 
done  more  than  any  other  citizen  of  ISTorth  Carolina  to 
teach  Secession  and  alienate  and  demoralize  our  people, 
are  pardoned,  the  poor  Union  men  who  held  a  petty  office 
to  keep  out  of  the  war  feel  the  discrimination  against  them. 
I  do  not  object  to  these  pardons,  much  as  I  abhor  and  al- 
ways abhorred  disunionists,  North  and  South.  Xo  good 
can  come  from  keeping  up  animosities :  but  the  apparent 
discrimination  is  impolitic.  I  do  not  entertain  the  idea 
that  the  Prest.  intends  to  make  such  discrimination,  but 
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the  practice  of  yielding  special  pardons  to  those  who  are 
able  to  incur  the  expense  of  going  to  Washington  in  per- 
son or  procuring  an  influential  friend  to  get  the  pardons 
for  them,  ^Yhile  the  more  humble  and  generally  less  guilty 
are  left  unpardoned,  is  not  right  to  occasion  dissatisfaction. 
The  whole  list  of  petty  office  holders  and  petitioners  under 
the  13th  Exception  should  be  culled  out  and  pardoned  at 
once.  The  radicals  can  injure  the  Prest.  more  by  dwelling 
on  the  discrimination,  than  by  referring  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  pardons  granted,  based  upon  a  general  rule. 

I  had  occasion  yesterday  to  make  the  rounds  of  this  city 
looking  for  a  suitable  building  for  our  leg  shop.  I  was 
annoyed  to  find  all  the  extensive  public  buildings — the 
Govr's  mansion  and  out-buildings,  the  fair  ground  build- 
ings, enormous  houses  erected  during  the  war  for  hos- 
pitals, Quarter  Master's  Store,  manufacture  of  arms,  etc. 
occupied  by  the  military.  I^^othing  can  be  more  absurd 
than  the  enormous  expense  of  keeping  this  military  estab- 
lishment Xobody  in  ]Sr.  C.  thinks  of  resisting  the  Govt. 
any  more  than  he  does  of  making  a  trip  to  the  moon.  It 
produces  disgmst  and  ridicule  from  all  classes — even  from 
the  better  class  of  negroes. — 

The  contrast  Forney  draws,  in  the  article  to  which  you 
call  my  attention,  between  Holden  and  me,  in  jST.  C., 
would  produce  only  a  hearty  laugh.     Ignorant  indeed  are  ^ 

the  people  to  whom  such  stuff  can  be  acceptable. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  }YUHnm  B.  Buclianan. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  20th  1S66. 
I  have  applied  to  Gov.  Holden  to  enable  me  to  answer 
your  inquiry  of  the  28th  ult.  He  says  nothing  was  offi- 
cially promised  to  the  justices  for  administering  the  am- 
nesty oath  and  therefore  nothing  can  be  paid  until  the 
Genl  Assembly  or  Congress  shall  provide  for  it. 
Grassy  Creek  P.  O.,  Mitchell  Co. 
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To  Kerens  Mendenhall. 

Kaleigh  Apl.  21  1866. 

A  majority  of  the  Literaiy  Board  failed  to  attend  yes- 
terday. A  State  Geologist  has  latel}'  been  appointed.  He 
acts  under  the  directions  of  the  Board  of  Literature.  It  is 
important  to  have  an  early  and  full  meeting.  We  are  ex- 
pected to  give  special  attention  to  the  Swamp  lands  belong- 
ing to  this  State. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  State  Geologist  explain  and  at- 
tract attention  to  our  mineralogical  resources.  Whether 
his  first  attention  will  be  directed  to  Swamp  lands  or  min- 
eralogy will  be  a  subject  for  our  consideration.  I  have  ap- 
pointed next  Friday — April  27th — for  a  meeting  of  the 
board.  The  business  will  probably  require  a  sitting  of 
two  days.     I  beg  that  you  will  not  fail  to  attend. 

Greensboro. 


To  N  ere  us  MendeiihaJl. 

Raleigh,  Apl  23/66. 

Yours  of  the  20tli  to  my  private  Secty  who  is  absent 
from  the  city  is  reed.  The  State  Geologist  acts  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Literature.  It  is  very  important 
to  have  an  early  meeting  to  give  instructions.  The  State 
Swamp  lands  and  mineralogy  of  the  West  are  the  two  im- 
portant matters  requiring  attention.  To  which  of  them 
shall  we  first  require  his  attention  ? 

I  notified  you  by  letter  of  the  21st  inst.  sent  to  you 
under  cover  of  a  letter  to  Cyrus  P.  Mendenhall,  not  being 
sure  to  what  post-office  to  direct  a  letter  to  you,  that  we 
failed  to  get  a  quorum  of  the  board  last  Friday  and  that 
I  have  fixed  11  o'clock  A.  M.  next  Friday  for  a  meeting. 
I  hope  you  will  attend.     We  can  get  through  in  two  days. 
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My  plans  are  not  well  digested  and  hence  I  particulai-ly 
desire  the  aid  of  the  board. 

I  would  exijlain  more  at  large  if  the  pressure  of  my  ad- 
ministrative duties  would  allow. 

ISTew  Gardex. 


To  Thomas  L.  Vail 

Ealeigh  Apl  23/66. 

Yours  without  date,  post-marked  Charlotte,  X.  C.  Apl 
22  came  to  hand  to-day.  A  petition  is  placed  on  the  books, 
written  I.  L.  Vail  Mecklenburg  appears  to  have  been  sent 
off  by  the  Provl  Govr.  on  the  28th  Dec.  with  his  favorable 
recommendation.  This  was  a  few  days  after  he  was  noti- 
fied that  he  was  relieved  as  Provl  Govr. 

JSTo  answer  has  been  received.  If  you  will  write  to  Gov. 
Holden's  agent  at  Washington  City,  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell,  and 
promise  to  pay  him  something  if  you  are  willing  to  do  so, 
I  think  yon  will  get  your  pardon  promptly.  I  am  doing 
all  I  can,  but  the  pardons  come  slowly.  I  observe  that 
every  one  who  goes  on  or  makes  application  through  a 
special  agent  gets  his  pardon. 

Providence^  Mecklenburg  Co. 


To  B.  S.  Iledrick. 

Raleigh,  Apl  23rd  1866. 
Yours  of  the  21st  inst  is  reed.     I  am  truly  obliged  to  Relating  to 

°  appointment  to 

you  for  the  interest  you  constantly  exhibit  in  the  affairs  ^e^j^'iP^^J^^Vel 
of  your  luitive  State. 

]S[ot  Avishing  to  tax  you  too  much  I  addressed  to  my 
friend  Major  Thos.  L.  Eckert  Asst.  Sec.  of  War,  on  the 
7th  inst.  a  letter  making  inquiry  whether  there  is  any 
chance  now  for  this  State  to  have  a  cadet  admitted  to  West 
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Point.  He  lias  not  answered,  I  may  have  misdirected 
my  letter  or  he  may  not  still  be  in  office.  1  think  he  wonld 
have  answered  if  he  had  received  it. 

The  youth  for  whom  I  wished  to  get  a  place  is  Perrin 
Busbee,  of  this  city,  grand-son  of  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  this 
city,  whom  you  may  know.  He  is  a  most  exemplary  youth, 
of  superior  intelligence.  His  father  died  many  years  ago, 
and  his  mother,  a  most  excellent  lady,  by  devoting  herself 
to  teaching  is  struggling  to  educate  her  children.  He  is  16 
years  old.  I  shall  be  truly  gratified  if  it  be  possible,  to 
get  him  into  West  Pt.  He  and  his  family  are  well  known 
and  much  beloved  and  esteemed  and  his  application  can 
be  backed  by  any  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  State.  From 
his  age  and  the  fact  that  his  mother  and  grand-mother  were 
both  widows  long  before  the  war,  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  him  growing  out  of  the  war. 

Will  you  make  inquiry  whether  any  one  can  be  reed 
from  N.  C.  and  if  so,  what  steps  must  be  taken  to  effect 
the  object. 

Washi::^gtox^  D.  C. 


ments. 


To  John  Pool. 

Ealeigh,  Apl  2Srcl  1S66. 

offiwai'appohlt  ^^^  ^^^^  absence  of  Major  Bagiey  I  open  and  read  letters 

addressed  to  him,  most  of  which  relate  to  the  duties  of  this 
office.  In  this  way  I  have  just  read  yours  to  him,  of  the 
13th  postmarked  the  16th  inst.  which  came  to  hand  this 
morning. 

You  express  views  in  relation  to  the  summer  canvass 
which  I  do  not  understand.  You  say  that  ''good  policy 
requires  that  those  who  were  prominent  in  the  rebellion 
should  stand  aside,  for  the  present  and  that  a  distinct  issue 
should  be  made  on  this  in  the  summer  elections."  That 
you  "very  much  regret  that  I  did  not  enable  you,"  (re- 
ferring to  the  conversation  between  us  at  my  house  when 
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you  were  last  here)  to  put  the  matter  beyond  all  question 
that  only  one  candidate  would  be  in  the  field  for  Govr. 
this  summer" — that  you  were  sorry  to  see  that  my  recent 
appointments  were  such  as  to  make  success  in  this  still 
more  doubtful."  You  sjieak  of  me  as  the  ''leader  of  an 
organization  of  the  leading  war  men  as  in  the  last  elec- 
tion," and  add  "if  this  is  not  ignored  by  him,  they  will 
run  a  candidate  and  conduct  a  most  determined  and 
thorough  canvass,"  etc.  "In  it  they  will  have  the  Presi- 
dent with  them." 

I  do  not  know  whom  you  embrace  among  those  "promi- 
nent" in  the  rebellion.  Does  this  classification  embrace 
every  body  who  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1861 — 
Every  body  who  was  a  member  of  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress— every  one  who  took  the  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Confederate  States— every  one  who  opposed 
Secession  up  to  the  3rd  May  1861,  but  afterwards  sus- 
tained the  South  by  arms  or  otherwise.  I  do  not  know 
from  what  class  my  organization  must  be  made  to  be  such 
as  would  conform  to  your  ideas  of  "good  policy."  It  ap- 
pears that  my  nominations  thus  far  do  not  conform  to 
them. 

I  cannot  suppose  you  refer  to  Dr.  Ramsey  or  P.  H. 
Winston  whose  political  antecedents  and  present  views  con- 
form exactly  with  yours  and  mine,  so  far  as  I  know,  save 
only  as  to  the  expediency  of  electing  Govr.  Holden  as  civil 
Govr. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  you  refer  to  my  nomination  of 
Supervisor  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  as  surely  nobody  fit  for 
the  position  would  desire  it.  The  appointment  imposes 
onerous  duties — and  has  no  pay  or  power  which  would 
make  any  body  seek  it.  Did  your  plan  contemplate  an 
inquiry  into  the  political  antecedents  of  men  appointed  to 
execute  a  public  charity.  The  act  authorising  me  to  ap- 
point them  contemplated  the  appointment  of  men  resident 
in  or  near  the  city.  I  looked  only  for  men  distinguished 
for  benevolence,  business  capacity,  and  fitness  for  the  dis- 
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charge  of  their  duties.  Govr,  Bragg  was  a  reluctant  Seces- 
sionist. Mr.  Mordecai,  what  the  Standard  calls  a  latter 
day  war  man — Mr.  Dewey  and  Dr.  E.  Burke  Haywood 
w^ere  not  politicians  and  I  did  not  know  when  I  appointed 
them  and  don't  now  know  their  political  antecedents.  I 
know  the  former  is  a  good  accountant  and  the  latter  is  an 
eminent  physician,  respected  by  his  professional  brethren, 
and  every  body  else  whom  I  ever  heard  speak  of  him. 
"Whether  he  voted  for  me  or  Mr.  Holden  I  don't  know.  Mr. 
Solby  is  an  old  uniform  ante-secession  Whig.  They  repre- 
sent the  Episcopal,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches. 
There  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  no  objection  to  these 
men. 

My  Literary  Board  consists  of  Messrs.  Mendenhall  of 
Guilford — a  consistent  Quaker  who  presides  over  the 
Quaker  School  at  l^ew  Garden,  and  Major  Husted  of  this 
city,  and  Stephen  D.  Pool.  The  two  latter,  I  understood, 
w^ere  old  Whigs— never  Secession — but  strong  for  the  war, 
after  war  came.  All  men  of  probity  and  intelligence  and 
whom  I  have  selected  because  I  thought  them  fit  for  the 
positions.     I  think  all  of  them  voted  for  me. 

The  State  Geologist — Mr.  Kerr — ^was  an  old  Whig — 
could  take  the  test  oath,  I  think.  I  never  inquired  and 
don't  know  whether  he  voted  for  me  or  Holden. 

The  keeper  of  the  Capitol  whom  I  re-appointed  voted 
for  Holden.  I  remember  no  other  appointments,  except- 
ing Messrs,  Eerebee  and  Smith  to  examine  into  the  affairs 
of  the  A.  &  [X.]  C.  Road.  The  former  was  Mr.  Holden's 
Director.  Both  were  appointed  because  I  had  confidence  in 
their  fitness  for  the  position.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  man 
or  paper  which  objected  to  these  appointments,  excepting 
the  Standard^  until  I  saw  your  letter. 

Quite  a  number  of  Directors  on  the  works  of  Internal 
Improvement  are  to  be  made.  These  are  the  most  im- 
portant a]i])ointments  over  which  I  have  any  authority.  I 
appointed  Ramsey  and  Winston,  because  from  their  lo- 
cation, they  could  not  be  suspected  of  favoring  any  of 
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the  rival  works  or  towns  and  because  from  their  known 
character  for  intelligence  and  fairness  I  hoped  to  have 
their  co-operation  in  selecting  good  directors.  All  these 
officers,  I  believe,  were  Holden  men.  Xone  of  them  will 
be  displaced  by  me  on  that  account,  but  some  of  them 
are  mere  partizans  and  not  selected  in  reference  to  their 
fitness  for  the  positions.  There  are  several  of  them  wliom 
I  will  displace,  if  I  can,  to  fill  the  places  with  better  men. 
I  have  no  unkind  feeling  towards  any  body  who  voted 
against  me  and  I  intend  to  demonstrate  it  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  Directors. 

I  have  always  had  profound  political  abhorrence  for 
disunionists — whether  I^Torth  or  South  and  no  hope  of 
political  preferment  has  hitherto  restrained  or  shall  here- 
after restrain  me  from  so  expressing  myself  on  all  fit  oc- 
casions. I  always  abhorred  the  jSTorthern  quite  as  much 
as  the  Southern  disunionist — the  latter  being  now  im- 
potent and  the  former  in  power  I  will  not  disguise  that 
toy  affection  for  the  Northern  Disunionist  has  not  grown 
any  of  late.  If  favors  are  to  be  bought  by  bowing  the 
suppliant  knee  to  the  Xortheni  disunionist,  now  that  he 
has  his  foot  on  the  neck  of  his  vanquished  foe,  I  am  not 
the  man  to  make  the  purchase. 

You  seem  to  apprehend  that  Govr.  Graham  has  an  un- 
due influence  over  me.  This  may  be  so.  It  is  certain 
that  I  know  no  one  whom  I  esteem  higher  for  wisdom  and 
virtue  and  manliness — none  who  despises  more  cordially 
the  artifices  of  the  demagogue:  but  I  am  unconscious  of 
being  influenced  by  any  thing  but  my  conviction  of  right 
and  wrong. 

You  say  to  Major  Bagley  that  he  may  show  me  your  let- 
ter— You  say  "his  (my)  election  was  considered  a  politi- 
cal success  of  the  war  man,  as  an  organized  party,  running 
him  (me)  for  availability  only." — This  is  the  most  sur- 
prising part  of  a  letter,  all  of  which  is  an  enigma  to  me. 
This  is  the  slander  of  Holden  and  his  personal  admirers. 
I  did  not  expect  you  to  say  it  to  me — especially  in  the 
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face  of  the  votes  of  Guilford,  Forsythe,  Iredell,  Ausou, 
Montgomery,  Stanley,  Riclimoud,  Camden,  Gates  and 
Eowan,  Halifax,  Hertford  and  other  counties  of  steadfast 
union  proclivities,  luii  personally  know  that  the  indi- 
viduals most  active  in  inducing  me  to  be  a  candidate,  were 
Phillips,  Turner,  Clark,  Winston,  Polk,  Push,  of  Ran- 
dolph, Russell  of  Brunswick,  Starbuck,  Lash,  Cowper, 
Spencer  of  Montgomery,  Wright  of  New  Hanover,  and 
others  of  like  stamp.  Many  of  the  Secession  Counties 
voted  for  me  as  a  choice  of  evils.  ISTot  one  of  the  Seces- 
sion counties  West  of  the  mountains  voted  for  me.  The 
most  constant  Union  men  of  the  State  supported  me  gen- 
erally. Bertie,  JSTorthampton,  Randolph,  and  Beaufort 
are  conspicuous  exceptions,  the  reason  of  which  no  one 
understands. 

I  have  no  time  to  say  more  if  I  would. 
I  supported  you  with  as  much  zeal  and  success  in  my 
County  for  Govr.  as  you  opposed  me  in  yours.  Each  of 
us,  I  believe,  acted  from  a  sense  of  patriotic  duty — Con- 
sequently I  favored  your  election  to  the  Senate  of  the 
U.  S.  afterwards.  It  seems  my  course  as  Govr.  does  not 
meet  your  approval  and  I  shall  expect,  if  a  candidate  next 
summer,  to  find  you  acting  on  your  convictions  of  duty. 
iN'othing  has  governed  my  action  hitherto  but  a  desire  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  State  and  no  other  motive 
shall  control  my  conduct  hereafter.  If  you  mean  that 
my  chances  f  >r  re-election  depend  on  showing  special  favor 
to  the  men  who  voted  against  me  in  the  last  election,  I 
wish  it  understood  that  I  cannot  buy  the  favor  at  this 
price. — Many  of  them  are  good  men : — These  will  receive 
due  consideration  from  me. 

Windsor. 
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To  B.  S.  lledricl: 

Ealeigh,  Apl.  25th  1866. 
The  writer  of  the  within  is  ou  his  way  to  N.  Y. — will 
return  and  stop  to  see  you  some  10  days  hence.  He  tiled 
his  petition  under  the  first  exception,  having  held  a  petty 
county  office.  There  seems  to  be  very  special  reasons  why 
he  needs  an  immediate  pardon.  Will  be  much  obliged  if 
you  can  get  his  pardon  so  as  to  hand  it  to  him  on  his  re- 
turn through  your  city. 

[P.  S.] — I  inclose  a  letter  of  Gov.  Holden's  to  Mv. 
Matthews  on  the  subject.  He  is  from  Gaston.  I  presume 
you  ^vill  find  his  name  in  the  Standard  I  sent  you. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  Jolin  A.  Gilmer. 
C  Confidential. 

Ealeigh,  ApU25tli  1866. 

If  you  can  find  time  to  give  me  the  aid  of  your  advice 
as  to  the  appointment  of  State  Directors  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you.  If  you  shall  be  coming  down  here,  call  on 
me:  if  not,  write  me. 

I  shall  take  no  action  until  June.  J.  Turner  wants  to 
be  President  and  promises,  if  appointed,  to  devote  his  at- 
tention to  the  road:  I  know  that  Webb  wants  to  be  re- 
appointed. 

I  want  to  appoint  a  set  of  Directors  fit  to  manage  the 
road. 

Gkeensboro. 


To  Z.  B.  Yance. 
ConfidenUal. 

Ealeigh,  Apl  25/66. 

Promise  to  appoint 

Jo.  Turner,  for  like  reasons  as  yourself,  made  to  me  an  ofToifd  p/even'ts ' 

, .         .  1  1      -n  c    r\  c         j^i  •     appointment  of 

application  through  Berry  of  Orange  for  the  same  posi-  vance. 
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tion  you  seek,  some  weeks  ago, — and  not  knowing  of  your 
wish  for  the  place  and  believing  Jo.  Turner  would  make 
a  good  officer,  I  promised  to  favor  his  application  on  con- 
dition he  would  devote  his  attention  to  the  Road. 

Why  would  not  the  Presidency  of  the  Western  X.  C.  R. 
K.  suit  you  'i  It  may  be  that  the  man  who  was  displaced 
by  Caldwell  ought  to  be  re-instated.  I  don't  propose  to 
call  my  board  of  Internal  Improvement  till  June,  when 
the  Convention  is  sitting — and  have  been  so  incessantly 
harrassed  by  pressing  business  that  I  have  scarcely  given 
a  thought  to  the  important  duty  of  appointing  directors 
on  our  roads.  Shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any  sug- 
gestion you  may  be  willing  to  make  me. 

Whom  would  you  appoint  a  Director  in  Davidson  ? 

Whom  in  Wake — and  Johnston  ? 

Charlotte. 


To ' 

Ealeigh,  April  25th  1S66. 

*  *  *  ^  *  44  * 

I  shall  not  favor  the  re-appointment  of  Tod.  E,.  Caldwell 
or  Mr.  Boyden, — because  I  think  the  State's  interests  will 
be  better  promoted  by  the  appointment  of  others.  Al- 
though I  do  not  like  the  politics  of  Bridgers  I  believe  he 
is  the  best  Brest,  that  Road  has  had  for  many  yeai-s — and 
I  think  I  shall  favor  his  re-appointment.  The  competi- 
tors on  the  Atlantic  Road,  I  suppose,  will  be  Whitford  and 
Thomas.  I  have  no  partiality  for  either.  It  will  em- 
barrass me  much.  I  have  much  need  of  information — will 
see  Judge  Ruffin — and  will  gladly  hear  from  you  any  thing 
you  may  be  willing  to  say  in  writing  or  verbally — shall 
not  convene  my  Board  till  June,  during  sitting  of  Conven- 
tion— I  am  overtaxed  with  work. 


^  First  page  missing. 
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To  John  M.  Mo  re  head. 
Confidential. 

Raleigh,  AjA.  25th  1866. 
I  thank  you  for  your  suggestions  in  your  letter  of  the  ApiKiintment  oi 

OA+l      ■       *  <-  1       1      >  I  .-1  Railroad  Direotiirs. 

20tn  mst.  post-marked  24th. 

The  appointing  of  Directors  on  our  Koads  is  my  most 
important  duty  and  is  most  embarrassing  to  me,  because 
of  want  of  information.  "  I  presume  most  of  the  present 
incumbents  were  appointed,  not  in  reference  to  their  fit- 
ness— but  on  account  of  their  loyalty  to  Holden.  Some 
of  them  may  be  fit  men.  If  so,  I  think  policy  and  duty 
would  require  that  some  of  them  be  retained — but  I  have 
not  decided  whom  I  will  retain  or  whom  I  will  appoint. 
I  have  been  excessiveh"  annoyed  already  by  importuni- 
ties. I  have  committed  myself  to  nobody — but  there  are 
a  few  things  which  are  pretty  well  settled  in  my  mind.  I 
think  suitable  men  may  be  found  of  difl^erent  stripe.  I 
am  sure  there  were  some  very  good  men  Old  Union  demo- 
crats and  Whigs  who  did  not  vote  for  me.  I  think  it  would 
be  \^Tong  and  impolitic  to  seem  to  proscribe  them.  I  would 
like  to  appoint  some  of  them.  The  ultra  war  men,  in 
view  of  their  own  and  the  State's  interests  had  better  re- 
main in  the  back-ground  for  the  present.  I  may  be  jus- 
tified in  appointing  a  very  few  of  them,  in  such  counties 
as  Warren  and  Franklin. 

I  had  about  decided  to  appoint  Genl  Means  of  Cabarrus, 
and  Jo.  Turner  of  Orange,  on  the  IST.  C.  R.  R. — Wiley 
Jones  on  the  R.  &  G.  R.  R.  J.  M.  Parrot  on  the  Atlantic. 
I  have  not  fixed  on  any  other  names.  What  say  you  to 
these  ? 

On  the  Atlantic  Road  I  shall  be  unable  to  give  satis- 
faction, I  fear.  How  would  it  do  to  nominate  Whitford 
and  Thomas  both  ?  ^Yliom  could  I  nominate  with  them 
whose  interest  in  the  road  and  elevated  character  would 
insure  fair  dealing  and  the  good  management  of  the  Road  ? 
You  ought  to  be  one.    Would  you  prefer  the  appointment 
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from  the  State  or  the  Stockholders?  I  would  like  to  have 
a  full  conference  with  you.  I  shall  take  no  action  till 
June.  I  have  not  appointed  a  day  for  the  meeting  of  the 
board.  When  you  are  next  here  make  it  convenient  to 
dine  with  me  and  give  me  the  benefit  of  a  full  conference. 
I  am  constantly  oppressed  with  administrative  duties. 
Greensboro. 


To  General  Ruger. 

Raleigh,  Apl  26/66 
Please  do  me  the  favor  to  read  enclosed  letter  from  Judge 
Brooks — and  enable  me  to   answer.      Major  Bagley  my 
private  secretary  is  absent.     I  wish  to  have  Judge  Brooks' 
letter  returned. 


To  Andrew  Johnson. 

Raleigh,  Apl.  26th  1866. 

On  coming  into  office  as  Civil  Govr.  for  IST.  C.  I  found 
many  petitions  for  pardon  which  had  been  filed  from  time 
to  time  since  June  last.  I  inclose  a  list  of  those  filed 
under  the  1st  and  13th  exceptions,  which  I  forwarded  on 
the  5th  of  January  last  or  soon  afterwards  with  my  rec- 
ommendation that  the  petitioners  be  pardoned. 

If  your  Excellency  will  order  these  pardons  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  B.  S.  Hedrick  to  be  forwarded  to  me,  you 
will  do  nobody  any  detriment  and  greatly  oblige  the  peti- 
tioners and  your  obt.  Servt. 


To  James  H.  Everett. 

Raleigh  Apl.  26/66. 
I  have  not  the  power  to  change  the  stock  you  have  lately 
purchased  in  the  Atlantic  Road.     You  will  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Company. 


Correspondence  of  Jonathan  Worth. 

I  thank  you  for  the  friendly  expression  of  your  regard. 

So  far  as  I  have  heard  there  is  no  popuL^r  wish  in  any 
County  in  the  State  to  have  out  opposition  to  me  this  sum- 
mer, but  there  are  several  gentlemen  who  would  run,  if  en- 
couraged. Mr.  Settle  and  Genl  Leach  are  spoken  of.  The 
latter  is  anxious  to  run. 

GOLDSBORO. 
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To  Mrs.  E.  Emmon.^. 

RaleicxH,  April  2Sih  ISGG. 

The  works  of  your  late  lamented  husband  Dr.  Emmons,  Asking  for  mauu- 
as  Geologist  for  this  State,  from  1858  to  the  time  of  his  hiii}^and's''/eiwrt. 
death,  had  not  been  reported  by  him  as  ready  for  publica- 
tion. In  the  latest  report  from  him  which  I  have  found, 
addressed  to  Gov.  Ellis  and  published  in  1861,  he  speaks 
of  having  visited  Jackson,  Macon  and  Cherokee — also  of 
report  then  in  his  hands,  made  by  his  assistant,  Mr.  Smith 
of  Eranklin,  to  which  he  proposed  to  make  additions.  He 
says  "A  series  of  reports  was  undertaken  last  spring,  which 
have  resulted  in  the  publication  of  three  only.  It  was  esti- 
mated that  sufficient  matter  had  accumulated  to  make 
about  12  or  1300  octavo  pages,  embracing  subjects  relating 
to  the  agriculture  of  the  midland,  western  and  mountain 
Counties :  the  mining  resources  of  the  mountain  Counties, 
and  additional  facts  relative  to  the  mineral  resources  of 
Deep  River  and  the  Midland  Counties,  together  with  a 
report  on  the  grape,  which  is  peculiar  to  a  section  which 
we  may  properly  call  the  wine  district  of  N.  C." 

Of  these  1200  or  1300  pages  only  about  300  have  been 
printed.  The  rest  of  the  matter  together  with  certain  maps 
which  he  was  making  or  had  finished,  has  not  come  to  the 
possession  of  the  State.  Dr.  Kerr  and  myself  have  made 
efforts  without  success  to  get  these  valuable  pa]5ers  through 
the  agency  of  your  son.  He  fails  to  furnish  them  or  any 
satisfactory  reason   for  his   omission  to   do  so. 
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ii.s  the  State  has  made  a  large  expenditure  for  which 
she  will  have  reed  no  benetit,  if  these  documents  be  not 
turned  over,  I  hope  you  will  communicate  this  letter  to 
the  personal  representative  of  Dr.  Emmons  and  use  your 
influence  to  have  them  so  turned  over.  If  you  cannot  com- 
ply with  this  request,  will  you  please  inform  me  who  is 
the  executor  or  administrator  of  Dr.  Emmons  in  this 
State. 

Robeson  P.  O.,  Brunswick  Co. 


To  J.  Turner,  Jr. 

Raleigh  Apl.  28/GG. 

P.  B.  Ruffin's  petition  was  forwarded  Oct.  20/65  with 
recommendation  that  he  be  pardoned.  The  pardon  has  not 
been  granted.  Upon  special  application  of  some  member 
of  Congress  or  other  influential  individual,  it  would  be 
granted.  I  am  doing  my  best  for  aU.  I  can't  make  special 
applications  unless  for  special  reasons. 

MlLLSBORO. 


To  A.  G.  Foster. 

Raleigh,  Apl  2Sth  1S66. 

Relating  to  state         ^^J  duties  regular  and  anomalous  deny  me  time  to  cor- 
^°  ^  ^^^'  respond  with  my  personal  or  political  friends  to  any  con- 

siderable extent.  I  learned  by  a  letter  from  J.  J.  Jack- 
son that  he  had  information  from  you  that  Genl  Leach 
would  probably  be  my  competitor  for  Govr.  next  Aug.  I 
since  learn  from  J.  W.  Thomas  that  your  suspicions  were 
Avell  founded — at  least  to  the  extent  that  he  will  run  with 
very  little — perhaps  without  any  encouragement. 

The  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  State  and  of  all  po- 
litical parties  is  for  me  and  I  doubt  w^liether  Genl  Leach 
could  get  the  support  of  a  single  news-paper  in  the  State. 
T  know  however  that  his  demagogue  arts  unrestrained  by 
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auj  scrupulousness  aud  the  indefatigable  canvass  he  would 
make,  might  make  a  big  impression:  I  cannot  believe  a 
successful  one.  If  he  run,  he  would  rely  much  on  a  big 
lift  from  Randolph  and  Davidson.  Gov.  Graham  sug- 
gested lately  that  my  friends,  at  the  May  Courts,  ought  to 
pass  resolutions  nominating  me.  It  has  struck  me  if  this 
suggestion  were  managed  well  in  Randolph  and  Davidson, 
Leach  would  not  run. 

In  Randolph  Joel  Ashworth  and  Blount  and  Dr.  Black, 
after  perceiving  here  the  estimation  in  which  I  am  held 
in  other  parts  of  the  State,  I  think  decided  on  supporting 
me  next  summer.  They  would  like  to  make  peace  with 
my  friends  by  putting  their  opposition  to  me  last  ]Srovr. 
on  the  grounds  of  temporary  expediency.  I  think  it  can 
be  easily  managed  to  get  all  three  of  them  to  take  a  promi- 
nent part  in  nominating  me.  You  would  have  to  prepare 
the  resolutions. — Through  l^at.  Steed  or  other  suitable 
agency,  you  could  get  each  of  them  to  take  part — probably 
by  making  speeches  in  favor  of  the  resolutions.  This  need 
not  to  commit  you  to  support  their  re-election — ^but  will 
make  the  ticket  which  may  be  run  for  the  Genl  A.  in  Ran- 
dolph, a  unit  as  to  the  Governor's  election.  Leach  will  be 
at  Court — but  I  don't  believe  he  can  defeat  this  scheme, — 
and  if  it  succeed,  it  will  defeat  him.  Col.  Rush  and  Shff 
Rush  will  co-operate  vnth  you.  If  you  can  carry  out  this 
suggestion  in  Randolph — and  something  of  like  character 
in  Davidson,  which  you  and  Mr.  Hanes  will  best  know 
how  to  manage,  it  wall  stop  Leach  from  getting  up  a 
tempest. 

I  would  commune  with  you  on  public  affairs  but  have 
not  time  to-day. 

If  Genl.  L.  don't  run  I  am  pretty  certain  no  opposition 
will  be  got  out.  Jno.  Pool  is  restless — and  would  get  up 
a  contest  if  he  could  contrive  one  to  enure  to  his  benefit. 
I  think  he  can't  manage  it.  Genl  Leach  is  the  only  man 
in  the  State  who  wishes  to  run  against  me. 

Thomasville. 
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To  B.  S.  ILedrich. 

Ealeigh  Apl  30th  1866. 
For  the  very  s^Decial  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Murphey 
in  inclosed  papers  I  hope  his  pardon  may  be  obtained 
without  delay.  The  books  of  this  office  show  that  his  peti- 
tion was  recommended  and  forwarded  by  Gov.  Holden  on 
31  Oct.  last. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  B.  S.  Heclnd: 

Raleigh,  Apl.  30th  1866. 
You  inquire  whether  you  shall  send  pardons  to  me  or 
to  the  parties — when  you  get  them.  If  not  too  much 
trouble  to  you  I  would  much  prefer  that  you  send  them 
direct  to  the  parties.  I  heretofore  asked  that  they  be  sent 
to  me,  because  I  thought  the  mailing  of  them  Avould  be 
too  much  trouble  to  you — and  I  was  not  aware  they  could 
be  franked. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  J.  A.  ]yo7ih. 

Raleigh,  Apl  30/66. 

I  was  not  aware  that  the  U.  S.  Collector  of  the  land  tax 
was  annoying  you.  I  am  glad  you  paid  the  taxes.  You 
say  you  paid  on  one  tract  Jno.  McN'eill  Senr.  and  two 
tracts  Jno.  MclSTeill  jr.  Your  receipts  will  show  how  this 
is.  I  presume  Roxana  will  have  money  and  can  pay  j'ou 
on  her  return  from  Wilmington.  If  not  draw  on  me  at 
sight.     I  can  settle  with  Roxana  when  I  see  her. 

Duncan  Shaw  is  much  mistaken  in  supposing  me  pledged 
to  negro  suffrage.  I  have  made  no  such  pledge,  but  the 
^xact  reverse.      I  suppose  wluit  he  means  is  that  I  am  in 
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favor  of  allowing  them  to  testify.     This  is  true.     All  fair 
minded  men  will  be  for  it  as  soon  as  they  understand  it. 
Fayetteville. 


Acknowledging 


ToMis.J.J.BJanhird. 

Kaleigh  Apl  30th  1S6G. 

Your  telegram  notifying  me  that  a  conmiittee  has  at 
its  disposal  ten  thousand  dollars  for  this  State  from  the '■^"*''"^""^-~ 
Southern  relief   fair  was   duly   reed,    in   which   you   ask 
whether  it  will  be  advisable  to  send  money  or  provisions. 

My  personal  opinion  is  that  your  benevolence  will  be 
most  effectual  by  sending  a  large  part  of  the  amount  in 
provisions,  but  it  ought  to  be  settled  in  advance  how  much 
of  it  should  be  stopped  at  our  seaports — and  what  portions 
should  be  sent  to  the  interior.  This  would  require  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  urgent  needs  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  State  than  I  now  have.  I  venture  to  suggest 
as  the  best  means  of  diffusing  judicially  your  noble  bene- 
faction among  the  needy  of  this  State,  the  constitution  of 
the  clergymen  of  this  city  a  committee  to  act  as  your 
agents. 

Your  telegram  does  not  warrant  the  foregoing  sugges- 
tion. It  simply  asks  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to 
send  provisions  or  money.  If  you  have  decided  on  your 
plan  of  distributing  your  munificent  benefaction,  you  will 
please  excuse  this  suggestion. 

In  behalf  of  the  many  among  us  whom  the  war  has 
left  destitute,  I  make  my  most  profound  acknowledgment 
to  the  benevolent  ladies  wdio  conceived  and  carried  out 
this  noble  scheme  of  charity. 

Baltimore^  Md. 
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To  B.  S.  Iledvicl: 

Ealeigh  May  1/66. 

The  inclosed  iDetition  of  j\Ir.  S.  E.  Loftin  was  filed  in 
this  ofiice  in  July  1865.  It  had  no  oath  attached  and 
was  filed  away  where  it  did  not  attract  my  attention  till 
very  recently.  When  I  found  it  I  notified  Mr.  Loftin  and 
he  sent  me  the  oath  of  5  Deer.  1865,  which  is  attached  to 
the  petition. 

I  have  reed  to-day  jonv  views  as  to  the  new  plan  of  re- 
construction and  the  Chronicle.  Being  overwhelmed  with 
administrative  duties  I  must  postpone  an  answer  to  your 
observations  until  I  can  more  deliberately  consider  the 
subject. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  P.  TI.  ^yins^on. 

Raleigh,  May  2/66. 

Relating  to  various  I  thank  you  for  accepting  the  appointment  of  member 
ments!^*^  ^''^°  °      of  the  board  of  Internal  Improvement. 

I  propose  to  invite  Dr.  Ramsey  to  meet  us  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Convention.  I  prefer  to  postpone  the  meet- 
ing until  near  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Convention, 
assuming  that  this  will  be  sometime  in  June. 

It  will  be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  make  proper  ap- 
pointments of  Directors  of  the  several  works  of  Internal 
Improvements,  without  producing  much  dissatisfaction. 

The  primary  consideration,  in  my  judgment,  will  be 
the  selection  of  men  who  will  manage  these  works  ju- 
diciously— and  secondly  to  avoid  a  ferment  of  discontent. 

Webb,  Jo.  Turner,  Vance  and  jierhaps  others  want  the 
Presidency  of  the  ^N.  C.  R.  R.  I  think  Boyden  will  not 
ask  re-ap])ointment.  If  he  does,  it  will  not  do  to  re- 
appoint him.  He  has  neglected  the  duties  of  his  position. 
Such  is  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  stockholders. 
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Tod  Caldwell  has  been  so  malignant  a  Ilolden  man  that 
our  friends  would  re^■olt  at  bis  re-appointment. 

Wbitford  and  bis  Xewbern  friends  will  regard  us  as 
guilty  of  treason  to  our  party,  if  we  do  not  dis-place 
Tbomas  and  re-appoint  liim — wbile  Morehead  City  and 
Govr.  Morehead  will  insist  tbat  we  will  sacrifice  tbe  in- 
terests of  tbe  State  to  party  and  Xewbern,  if  we  re-aiipoint 
Wbitford. 

Bridgers  wbo  is  probably  tbe  best  E.  R.  Prest.  in  the 
State,  was  a  fire-eater. 

I  know  nothing  as  to  tbe  combinations  on  tbe  A.  k  C. 
Canal.  My  information  at  present  leads  me  to  tbe  con- 
clusion tbat  Parks  must  be  dis-satisfied. 

I  drop  these  hasty  suggestions  for  your  consideration.  I 
rely  much  on  tbe  advice  of  yourself  and  Dr.  Ramsey. 

Mr.  Pool,  as  I  think,  deems  me  in  the  way  of  bis  re- 
election to  tbe  Senate,  and  will  manoeuver  to  get  up  op- 
position to  me  to  effect  bis  personal  objects.  He  regards 
bis  position  and  Gov.  Grabam's  as  antagonistic  and  truly 
considers  me  as  coinciding  with  Graham  rather  than  with 
him.  I  think  be  will  go  for  any  body  against  me.  He 
contemplates  some  big  move  on  tbe  political  chess-board 
which  I  do  not  understand  save  that  it  looks  to  placing  him 
in  tbe  ascendant. — Genl  Leach  desires  to  oppose  me  ; — on 
what  other  issue  save  demagogueism  I  do  not  know.  I 
know  no  one  wbo  will  favor  bis  pretensions  except  Pool, 
wbo  will  favor  bim  or  not  as  be  deems  sucb  contest  as 
beneficial  or  otherwise,  to  bim. 

This  hasty  sketch  is  confidential. 

[P.  S.] — I  shall  rely  much  on  your  advice  as  to  R. 
&  G.  R.  R.  Tbe  competing  candidates  for  the  presidency 
will  be  Hawkins  and  Lassiter. 

Windsor. 
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To   }y.  F.   Craig. 

Kaleigh  May  Jitli  1S66. 

Duplicate  Corns  have  been  issued  as  requested  in  yours 
of  the  21st  ult.  to  Chas.  Mackey  and  Isaac  A.  Reed. 

I  am  truly  gratified  to  learn  from  your  letter  that  your 
people  are  not  likely  to  suffer  for  the  necessaries  of  life 
and  that  the  freedmen  are  doing  well  with  the  exception 
of  indolence — a  feature  in  the  character  of  the  African 
for  which  he  should  no  more  be  held  responsible  than  the 
leopard  is  for  his  spots.     It  is  his  nature. 

I  am  truly  gratified  that  my  administration  has  been 
thus  far  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  McDowell.  The  difii- 
culty  of  steering  the  ship  before  the  political  storm  has 
fully  subsided,  are,  as  you  know,  very  great.  If  the  peo- 
ple of  ]\[cDawell,  a  majority  of  whom  did  not  concur  in 
my  election  to  my  present  position,  approve  my  actions,  I 
accept  it  as  gratifying  evidence  of  their  cnndor.  I  used 
none  of  the  arts  of  the  demagogue  to  be  made  Govr  and 
intend  to  deserve  the  confidence  reposed  in  me. 

Marioist 


Reply  to  request 
for  interpretation 
of  ordinances  of 
Convention. 


To  David  Cohh. 

Ealeigh  May  J^th,  1S66. 

Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  is  reed. 

The  ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  the  19th  Oct.  last, 
declares  "that  all  debts  and  obligations  created  or  incurred 
by  the  State,  in  aid  of  the  late  rebellion,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, are  void."  This  ordinance  is  silent  as  to  debts 
created  by  the  counties.  It  is  a  question  of  construction 
whether  these  County  debts,  created  by  virtue  of  acts  of 
the  Genl  Assembly,  for  the  support  of  the  families  of  in- 
digent soldiers,  are  repudiated  by  this  ordinance.  The 
Convention  may  make  this  clear ;  or  it  may  be  settled  by 
the  judiciary.     It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  County  Courts 
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liad  better  \vait  for  future  developments  before  making 
provision  for  the  payment  of  these  debts.  My  opinion 
as  to  the  probable  decision  of  the  Judiciary  on  this  ques- 
tion of  construction  would  be  of  no  value  to  you,  even  if 
I  had  a  very  decided  conviction. 

My  judgment  is  very  decided  that  it  is  inexpedient  now 
for  the  County  Courts  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Taeboeo. 


To  ^y.  H.  Seumrd. 

Ealeigh,  2Iaij  ^  1S66. 
Sir 

In  compliance  with  your  Telegram  of  the  2nd  inst.  re- 
questing me  to  send  you  "copies  of  any  Acts  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  this  Statue  on  the  subject  of  freedmen,  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  ordinance  of  Secession  and  the  rebel  debts ;  so- 
called,"  I  herewith  inclose  printed  copies  of  all  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Convention  and  Acts  of  the  Genl  Assembly ; 
passed  since  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

I  used  what  influence  I  could  against  the  first  proviso  to 
the  9th  Sec.  of  the  Act  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  negroes 
and  persons  of  color  or  of  mixed  blood,"  ratified  Mar. 
10/66.  The  educated  men  of  the  State  generally  were  op- 
posed to  the  adoption  of  this  proviso.  I  have  heard  of 
no  judicial  decision  as  to  the  effects  of  this  proviso.  You 
will  perceive  that  the  proviso  provides  that  ''This  Section" 
(not  this  act)  shall  not  go  into  effect  until  jurisdiction  in 
matters  relating  to  freedmen  shall  be  fully  committed  to 
the  Courts  of  this  State.  Assuming  that  the  effect  of 
this  proviso  is  to  render  this  9th  Section  inoperative,  it 
leaves  all  other  portions  of  the  act  in  full  form.  By  other 
sections  of  the  act  all  our  acts  compelling  a  negro  to  testify 
are  repealed.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  effect  of  the  act  is 
to  restore  the  negro  to  his  rights  to  testify  as  at  common 
law. 
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I  imderstaud  that  our  judges  are  receiving  negro  evi- 
dence in  all  cases  where  a  negro  is  a  party. 


To  Dr.  B.  J.  Powell 

Raleigh  May  Jf/66. 

David  Murphy,  now  at  i^ew  York,  will  call  on  you  in 
a  few  days  to  try  to  get  his  pardon.  I  hope  you  will  give 
him  all  the  aid  you  can.  His  petition,  filed  by  you,  under 
Gov.  H's  recommendation,  was  suspended  till  1  Jan.  1866. 
I  recommend  that  he  be  pardoned.     We  are  all  well. 

Washixgtox,  D.  C. 


To  P.  Murphey. 

Raleigh  May  Jf/66. 
I  have  written  Dr.  Powell,  recommending  your  father's 
pardon — but  have  had  reliable  assurance  from  the  Prest. 
that  pardons  have  been  ordered  on  all  the  petitions  from 
this  State  under  the  13tli  Exception. 

A\'lLMTXGTOX. 


To  William  PL  Wortli. 

Raleigh  May  5th  1S66. 
I  cannot  designate  a  man  in  either  of  the  Counties  in 
yr  Collection  District  who  can  take  the  test  oath.  I  advise 
you  to  write  to  the  gentlemen  representing  each  of  the 
Counties  in  the  Genl  Assembly,  requesting  him  to  rec- 
ommend such  assistants,  as  they  may  deem  acceptable,  ca- 
pable and  willing  to  take  the  oath. 
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The  members  arc 
Brunswick 
Columbus 
Bladen 
Sampson 
Robeson 
Richmond 
Harnett 
Moore 
Anson 
Stanley 


Faye 


ETTEVILLE. 


Daniel  L.  Russell  ]v 

T.  M.  Smith 

J.  J.  D.  Lucas 

P.  Murphev,  J.  C.  Williams 

Jno.  H.  McEachern  &  Ray  McXair 

Jno.  AY.  Cameron 

Genl.  A.  L).  McLean 

Wm.  Blaclv 

A.  J.  Dargan 

John  Furr 


To  Lewis  Hemes. 

Raligh  May  5th  1S6G. 
I  have  seen  yours  of  the  4th  inst.  to  Major  Bagley.      I 
thank  you  for  your  friendly  advice.     It  will  be  respected. 
Salisbury. 


To  D.  Mallard. 

May  5th  IS 66. 

You  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the  mone}^  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  destitute  of  this  State  having  been  placed  in 
my  hands.  I  have  received  the  information  that  $10,000. 
has  been  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  but  none  of  it  has 
reached  me.  When  it  does,  j^rovided  it  meets  the  aj)- 
proval  of  the  donors,  I  propose  giving  it  to  the  clergymen 
of  this  place  for  distribution,  as  my  office  duties  are  such 
as  to  allow  me  no  time  for  attention  to  it. 

Kenajstsvili.e. 
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Relating  to 
pardons. 


To  Thomas  S.  Kenan. 

Raleigh  May  5  1866. 
In  reply  to  yours  of  the  30th  iilt.  reed  to-day  I  state 
that  I  have  reliable  assurance  of  getting  all  the  pardons 
in  a  few  days  for  petitioners  from  this  State  under  the 
1st  and  13th  exceptions.  x\s  to  others  I  can  give  no  confi- 
dent assurance.  They  had  better  make  special  application 
in  person  or  by  a  si^ecial  agent  in  Washington  City. 
Kenansville. 


Explanation  of 
his  course  as 
Governor. 


To  John  Pool. 

Kaleigh,  2Iaij  6th  1S66. 

If  I  had  time,  which  I  have  not,  I  should  deem  it  in- 
expedient to  make  a  full  reply  to  yours  of  the  3rd  inst.  I 
fear  that  my  letter,  to  which  yours  is  in  reply,  (if  not  both 
of  them)  contains  expressions  not  exactly  in  accordance 
with  the  candid  cordiality  which  has  marked  all  our  pre- 
vious intercourse.  AVhen  you  come  up  to  the  Convention, 
I  hope  on  a  personal  interview,  we  may  understand  each 
other  better. 

You  still  think  my  election  over  Mr.  Holden  damaged 
the  chances  of  this  State's  return  to  the  Union,  and  you 
cite  the  President's  telegram  to  sustain  your  views.  I  do 
not  concur  in  your  opinion  or  give  to  the  telegram  a  con- 
struction sustaining  your  views.  I  do  not  now  perceive 
the  utility  of  discussing  this  question.  It  belongs  among 
the  past.  Each  of  us  gives  credit  to  the  other  for  having 
voted  in  conformity  with  his  conscientious  convictions  of 
public  duty. 

Without  citing  your  language,  the  impression  made  on 
me  by  your  letter  to  Major  Bagley  was  that  my  adminis- 
tration had  countenanced  the  apprehension  of  those  who 
did  not  vote  for  me,  but  I  was  inclined  to  give  prominence 
to   the   Secessionist   in   the   State   government — and   that 
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some  action  or  declaration  of  mine  must  remove  this  im- 
pression, or  otherwise  I  would  not  be  reelected  without 
"determined''  opposition. 

I  would  not  accept  a  re-election  under  a  pledge  that  I 
would  carry  my  hostility  to  my  late  political  adversaries 
so  far  as  not  to  appoint  one  of  them  a  trustee  of  a  school, 
director  of  a  R.  E.  or  Supervisor  of  any  State  Institution 
of  Charity.  On  that  same  principle  I  should  exclude  from 
them  social  intercourse. 

"With  the  exception  of  my  appointment  of  Supervisor  of 
the  Asylum,  I  have  not  only  appointed  no  "prominent" 
Secessionist  but  I  have  not  appointed  any  Secessionist 
prominent  or  not  prominent,  to  any  jDosition  political  or 
otherwise. 

It  was  necessary  under  the  new  plan  of  governing  the 
Asylum  that  its  manager  should  live  in  or  near  the  city. 
If  there  are  any  Holden  men  in  the  city  equally  fit  as 
those  appointed  by  me  to  manage  that  charity,  I  do  not 
know  them  or  do  not  appreciate  their  merits.  I  could  not 
think  of  one  such,  who  is  habitually  at  home,  or  I  would 
have  appointed  him  to  avoid  clamor. 

My  future  conduct  will  be  in  accordance  with  my  con- 
victions of  duty, — and  I  am  still  unfortunate  in  not  com- 
prehending what  new  program  you  would  better  have  me 
lay  down  for  the  future.  I  hope  I  shall  understand  you 
better  when  I  see  you.  I  abhor  as  cordially  as  my  whole 
life  shows  I  have  always  abhorred  Disunionists — And 
hence  I  detest  the  dominant  power  in  Congress  quite  as 
much  as  I  ever  did  the  Southern  Secessionist — and  each 
of  them  will  have  to  satisfy  me  of  a  thorough  conversion  be- 
fore receiving  support  from  me  for  any  political  position 
unless  constrained  to  choose  between  evils.  It  would  be 
an  awful  alternative  to  me  to  be  compelled  to  choose  be- 
tween Jeff  Davis  and  Thad.  Stephens. 

I  am  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  editorial  of  any 
newspaper.     I  have  not  time  to  read  the  half  of  those  of 
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this  city.  I  am  very  greatly  surprised  at  yonr  assertion 
that  there  was  a  spirit  of  "unl'indness''  in  my  letter.  I 
have  not  a  copy  of  it  before  me.  I  disavow  an}-  such  feel- 
ing. I  confess  that  I  expected,  from  our  first  antecedents, 
that  if  I  should  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  next  sum- 
mer, that  I  would  have  your  support, — and  I  draw  from 
your  letter  the  conclusion  that  unless  I  changed  the  tenor 
of  my  administration,  there  would  be  "determined"  opposi- 
tion to  me,  and  I  was  then,  as  I  am  now,  unfortunate  in 
not  being  able  to  understand  in  what  my  past  errors  con- 
sist, or  what  conduct  in  the  future  would  be  satisfactory  to 
you:  If,  with  this  state  of  feeling,  any  expression  es- 
caped me  which  can  be  properly  denominated  "unkind," 
such  expression  was  unjustifiable  and  I  regret  it. 

I  am  weary  of  the  criminations  to  which  political  life 
exposes  me,  and  may  deem  it  my  duty  to  relieve  both  my 
friends  and  my  enemies  from  any  further  trouble  on  my 
account. 

With  much  respect  and  esteem. 


To  B.  S.  Hedricl'. 

Raleigh,  May  7  1S66. 
Relating  to  tiie  Jiie  extreme  pressure  of  mv  administrative  duties,  de- 

relations  of  the  ^ 

two  sections.  ^,jj^^  j^-^^.  ^j^g  Opportunity  to  answer  all  of  your  interesting 

letters.  The  State  owes  you  much  for  the  interest  you 
have  Taken  in  her  affairs.  I  have  not  the  power  to  make 
you  any  adequate  return.  I  inclose  to  you  a  compliment- 
ary ticket  between  Raleigh  and  Weldon,  as  the  only  sub- 
ttanlial  appreciation  of  your  services  Avhich  I  can  now 
give. 

I  have  read  with  care  yours  of  the  29th  ult,  in  which 
you  seek  to  point  out  wherein  there  is  fault  both  with  the 
Xerth  and  South,  in  adopting  a  scheme  of  re-construction. 
T  thank  you  for  the  expression  of  your  views.     I  have  not 
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time  to  submit  any  commentary.  My  t;umming  u])  is 
Ibis.  We  had  a  party  i:)revions  to  the  war,  iSTorth  and 
Sonth,  who  desired  Disunion,  with  different  objects.  Tbe 
Southern  and  weaker  of  these  divisions  is  vanquished  and 
now  willing  to  return  to  and  support  the  Union:  The 
Northern  and  now  stronger  Disunion  party  desires  to  con- 
t'nue  disunion  and  domineer  over  the  weaker  and  van- 
quished party.  The  late  report  of  the  Disunion  Com- 
mittee (ludicrously  denominated  ''re-construction  Com- 
mittee,") looks  to  indefinite  Disunion  and  domination 
over  the  South.  I  do  not  doubt  that  many  partizans  of 
both  sections  really  believe  that  they  are  serving  God  and 
their  Country,  but  in  my  opinion  the  plans  of  both  are 
equally  hostile  or  at  least  equally  calculated  to  perjietuate 
disunion.  I  never  had  any  confidence  in  the  democratic 
party  I^orth  or  South.  Disunion  was  always  its  staple.  At 
present,  the  I^orthem  Democracy  is  right  as  to  re-construc- 
tion,— but  domination  is  now,  as  it  always  was,  the  basis 
of  its  actions.  I  abhor  the  strong  disunion  party  of  the 
I^orth  quite  as  much  as  the  weak,  annihilated  disunion 
party  of  the  South, — and  sincerely  admire  the  uniform 
adherence  of  the  President  to  genuine  Union,  regardless 
of  the  fury  of  either  faction ! 


To  Dawson  A.  WaU,-er. 

Raleigh  May  7  1866. 

Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  is  received. 

The  time  within  which  grants  were  to  be  assigned  was 
extended  by  Acts  of  our  last  Genl  Assembly.  Send  your 
grants  to  the  counties  in  which  the  lands  are  situated  and 
they  will  be  admitted  to  registration. 

There  is  no  disloyalty  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term, 
in  ]Sr.  C.  The  Disunionists  now  are  Thad.  Stephens,  Sum- 
ner &  Co. 

Dalton,  GxV. 
37 


578  JSToRTH  Caeolij^a  Histoeical  Commission. 

From  D.  31.  Barringer.^ 

Balt.,  May  8th  1806. 

?euJf  ftmd"''^  At  the  request  of  the  committee  of  the  "Ladies  Southern 

Relief  Fair"  for  JST.  C.  whose  meetings  I  have  been  re- 
quested to  attend  I  write  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  received  only  this  morning. 

They  thank  you  for  the  suggestion  it  contains,  but  as 
there  was  so  much  delay  with  receipt  they  had  already 
adopted  a  plan  of  sending  monies  to  all  the  principal 
points  in  the  State,  for  distribution  to  the  needy  and  des- 
titute under  the  direction  of  sub-committees  in  these  dif- 
ferent localities.  Their  only  regret  is  that  the  sum  al- 
lotted to  our  State  $15,000.  will  not  relieve  more  suffer- 
ing than  is  possible  over  so  wide  spread  a  territory  of  des- 
titution. 

May  I  ask  you  to  furnish  me,  on  receipt  of  tliis,  with  the 
names  of  two  or  three  respectable,  responsible  persons,  in- 
cluding a  lady  at  each  place  if  possible,  in  the  following 
named  towns  to  whom  monies  could  be  sent  for  the  Chari- 
table objects  of  the  Association ;  Viz. — in  Ashehoro,  Troy 
and  Carthage?  You  can  address  either  myself — or  Mrs, 
A.  D.  Egerton  the  Secty  of  the  i^.  C.  Committee  in  this 
city,  who  has  done  so  much  for  our  Southern  Soldiers  dur- 
ing the  war. 

P.  S.  As  1  ;!ni  anxious  to  return  to  Raleigh  can  you  tell 
me  when  the  Military  will  probably  leave  N^.  C.  ? 


r  1  Daniel  M.  Barringer  had  been  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
from  1828  to  1835,  1840  to  1844,  and  1854,  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  member  of  Congress  from  1843  to  1849,  Minister  to  Spain 
under  Taylorand  Fillmore,  member  of  the  Peace  Congress  of  IS61,  and 
a  delf-gate  to  the  National  Union  Convention  at  Philadelphia  in  I8(i6. 
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From  8.  L.  Fremont. 

Wilmington,  :N".  C.  May  S  1866. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  free  passes  for  yourself  and 
family  over  this  Road  for  the  current  year. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  naming  [one  of]  our  four 
new  and  splendid  engines — ''Gov.  Worth"  in  honor  of  the 
Governor  of  our  State  that  we  believe  has  the  good  of  our 
State  and  all  her  works  of  internal  improvement  at' heart. 

Only  hoping  that  the  Engine  will  prove  as  useful  as  the 
Governor  has  been  faithful  to  every  trust. 

P.  S.  I  may  say  in  this  P.  S.  that  not  unlike  your  hon- 
ored Sir  I  was  before  the  l(3th  of  April  opposed  to  dis- 
union, yet  when  the  majority  decided  to  resist  I  stood 
Avith  my  people  and  my  home  to  the  last  and  like  them 
am  I  now  desirous  of  healing  old  wounds  and  rebuilding 
our  broken  Athens  in  the  Union  if  the  Radicals  will  let  us. 


To  E.  M.  Stanton. 

RaleiCxH,  May  9th  1866. 

I   am  informed  that   several   Confederate  prisoners   of  ^a'tion  Isu!"'^"'^ 
war  have  recently  returned  from   Point  Look  Out,  who  ^^^/^^'l^'i^^Jif ^  *' 
report  that  there  is  yet  at  that  place  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  soldiers  of  this  State  who  have  been  unable  to  leave 
by  reason  of  w^ounds  or  disease,  and  that  some  are  there 
alive  who  were  long  since  supposed  to  be  dead. 

Will  you  oblige  me  by  causing  inquiry  to  be  made 
whether  this  report  be  true  and  whether  the  United  States 
will  furnish  them  with  transportation  to  their  homes.  If 
this  may  not  be  done  I  desire  to  know  it,  to  the  end  that 
the  State  may  assist  them  to  go  home. 
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Wm.  H.  Bagley  to  Commanding  Ojficer,  Point  Lookout, 
Md.: 

Ealeigh  May  9  th  1866. 
Requesting  infor-        The  Govemor  of  this  State  has  been  informed  that  sev- 

mation  as  to 

prisoners.  eral  prisoners  of  war  have  recently  returned  to  their  homes 

in  this  State  who  report  that  there  is  yet  at  Point  Look 
Out  a  considerable  number  of  ISTorth  Carolinians  who 
have  been  unable  to  leave  on  account  of  wounds  and  dis- 
ease. The  Governor  directs  me  to  request  you  to  inform 
him  in  regard  thereto  at  your  earliest  convenience,  with  a 
view  to  giving  them  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  his  power. 


To  Walte?'  A.  Thompson. 

Ealeigh,  May  12/66. 
Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  of  the  8th  inst.  and 
one  of  the  same  date  from  Gov.  Graham,  I  addressed  the 
Sec.  of  War  on  the  subject.  When  I  shall  have  heard 
from  him  T  will  communicate  with  you  further  on  the 
subject. 

ITlLLSBOKO. 


To  S.  L.  Fremont. 

Ealeigh,  May  12th  1866. 

Yours  of  the  8th  inst.  reached  here  in  my  temporary  ab- 
sence from  the  city. 

I  feel  honored  by  the  compliment  your  Company  has 
paid  me  in  giving  to  one  of  its  "new  and  splendid  engines" 
the  name  of  "Govr.  Worth." 

Your  are  right  in  your  belief  that  I  feel  a  heart-felt  in- 
terest in  every  thing  which  I  think  tends  to  promote  the 
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substantial  interests  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  i)reserve 
her  honor  (about  all  she  has  left)  nntarnished.     ■ 

T  hope  your  enterprising-  Company  will  find  noihinii'  in 
my  future  history  to  make  them  regret  the  mark  of  re- 
spect which  the  naming  of  this  engine  indicates. 

You  omitted  by  Accident  to  inclose  the  comi)limentary 
ticket  to  which  your  refer,  and  of  which  I  hope  1  may 
find  leisure  to  avail  myself  before  long. 

I  could  never  approve  Disunion:  and  hence  do  not 
love  the  Radical  who  would  perpetuate  it. 

AYiL:\riNGTON. 


To  William.  A.  Graliam. 

Raleigh,  12/66. 

On  recpt  of  yours  of  the  8th  inst.  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain soldiers  from  this  State  supposed  to  be  still  detained 
at  Point  Look  Out  I  addressed  the  Sec.  of  War  on  the 
subject.  When  I  shall  have  heard  from  him,  I  will  ap- 
praise you  of  the  tenor  of  his  re])ly. 

HiLLSBORO. 


To  H.  C.  Jones.' 

Raleigh  May  lJf/66. 
You  are  mistaken  as  to  mv  having  the  distribution  of  Distribution  of 

'  ^  rt'lit'l  tuna. 

the  bounty  to  the  distressed  from  the  charitable  ladies  of 
Bait.  Col.  I).  M.  Barringer,  now  in  Bait,  writes  me  that 
they  have  sent  the  money  to  divers  agents  at  the  chief 
towns  of  the  State.     He  does  not  give  me  the  name  or 


'  Hamilton  C.  Jones  of  Kowan,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  57th  N. 
C.  Regiment  in  the  Civil  War,  at  this  time  a  lawyer.  He  was  later 
editor  af  the  Charlotte  News.  In  1869  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  re-elected  in  1870.  In  1885  he  became  United  States  District 
Attorney. 
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society  of  any  of  them.  There  is  doubtless  one  in  your 
place.  If  not,  by  sending  a  telegram  to  Col  Barringer. 
yon  can  get  the  information  desired. 

[P.  S.] — I  inclose  your  communication. 
Salisbury. 


To  D.  Mallard. 

Ealeigh.  May  lJf/66. 
Col.  D.  M.  Barringer,  now  in  Bait.,  writes  me  in  behalf 
of  the  charitable  ladies  of  that  city,  that  my  letter  rec- 
ommending the  clergymen  of  this  city  to  distribute  their 
bounty,  was  detained  by  the  irregularities  of  the  mails, 
until  the  ladies  adopted  the  plan  of  sending  the  money  to 
sundry  individuals  in  the  prominent  towns  of  the  State 
for  distribution.  He  does  not  furnish  me  the  names.  If 
you  address  him  by  telegram  or  letter  you  can  learn  the 
names  of  the  agent  nearest  to  you. 

[P.  S.] — I  inclose  your  application. 
Kenansville. 


Regarding  return 
of  state  projierty. 


To  John  H.  Wheeler. 

Ealeigh,  May   IJf.  1866. 

Soon  after  I  sent  you  the  commission  authorising  you 
to  receive  and  forward  to  me  Gov.  Vance's  letter  book  and 
any  other  records  and  Documents  belonging  to  this  State 
which  were  seized  or  captured  by  the  military  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Hedrick  and  Dr.  Powell  made 
such  progress  in  getting  the  pardons  for  our  1^.  C.  peti- 
tioners that  I  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  send  you  a  com- 
mission in  relation  to  them. 

I  have  not  heard  from  you  in  relation  to  the  prospects 
of  getting  the  letter  book  of  Gov.  Vance  and  other  archives 
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removed  from  this  capital  by  the  military  authorities  of 
the  IT.  S.  I  learn  that  a  number  of  important  and  of- 
ficial letters  written  by  and  to  Gov.  Vance,  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  seizure  of  his  letter  book  and  which  had 
not  been  recovered,  were  in  the  box  containing  his  letter 
book.  I  can  conceive  no  object  for  the  longer  deten- 
tion of  this  book  and  the  letters  and  other  documents — 
and  I  beg  you  to  press  for  their  return. 

Our  Genl  Assembly  passed  an  Act  accepting  the  dona- Acceptance  of 
tion  of  lands  by  the  Congress  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  an  Agricultural  College  and  assenting 
to  all  the  conditions.  Govr.  Swain  said  the  President 
ordered  the  scrip  to  be  issued  and  that  the  officer  whose 
business  it  is  to  issue  the  scrip,  assured  him  it  should  be 
made  out  soon  aftei-^vards.  If  you  will  make  inquiry  and 
can  see  any  probability  of  getting  the  scrip,  I  will  send 
you  authority  to  receive  it  and  will  recommend  that  you 
be  paid  for  your  services.  Please  oblige  me  by  answering 
soon. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell 

Raleigh,  May  Uth   1866. 
Yours   of  the   6th  inst.    is   reed.      It  would  have  been  ReOTrding  pardons 

and  relations  with 

answered  sooner,  if  the  pressure  of  business  would  have  al-  umted  states 

'  i  Government. 

lowed. 

The  plan  you  suggest  for  sending  the  pardons  would 
save  me  much  trouble  as  you  kindly  suppose,  but  for  the 
'fact  that  many  of  them  are  in  great  anxiety  to  get  them, — 
and  if  directed  to  members,  I  would  not  know  what  ones 
are  inclosed.  I  think  you  had  better  send  them  to  me 
direct. 

It  would  be  as  satisfactory  to  the  great  body  of  our  peo- 
ple to   exclude  us  absolutely   from   Congress   as  to   limit 
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ns  to  the  selection  of  men  who  can  take  the  test  oath.  Few 
of  onr  representative  men,  manv  of  whom  are  as  loyal 
to  the  U.  S.  as  any  body  in  the  Xorthern  States,  can  con- 
scientiously take  this  oath.  I  can  scarcely  name  any 
body  who  can,  unless  it  be  persons  wholly  incompetent.  I 
can  find  nothing  from  which  to  derive  hope,  except  in  the 
old  adage  that  the  darkest  time  is  just  before  day — and  the 
Roman  virtue  of  the  Prest.  which  I  am  persuaded  will 
ultimately  command  the  admiration  of  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people. 
Washixgto^^^  D.  C. 


To  B.  S.  Hedricl: 

Ealeigh.  Mrnj  IJ^th   1S66. 

^rf^^^ltmion^      Yours  of  the  12th  inst.  stating  that  you  have  233  par- 
criticised.  ^JQj^g  -j^  j-^^^j^^l  g^-||_ 

You  say  that  if  you  do  not  hear  to  the  contrary  that 
you  will  forward  them  by  Express  Monday  or  Tuesday — 
to-day  or  to-morrow.  On  reflection  I  believe  it  will  be 
better  that  they  be  forwarded  to  me.  H's  course  as  to 
pardons  damages  him  much,  and  I  believe  the  distribution 
direct  from  this  office,  benefits  me  more  than  the  direct 
transmission. 

The  unity  of  the  Republicans  in  disfranchising  more 
than  nine  tenths  of  Southern  men  and  thus  continuing 
Disunion  and  Sectional  antagonism  evidently  with  the 
purpose  of  retaining  power  in  their  hands  is  distressing  to 
me  as  a  true  Union  man.  They  fear  the  South  will  coalesce 
with  the  Copperheads  and  get  control  of  the  government — 
but  surely  none  of  them  can  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see 
that  their  course  tends  to  jn-oduce  alienation  and  a  coali- 
tion with  any  party  ]S[orth  ofi^ering  less  rigorous  terms. 
The  real  Union  men  of  the  South  generally  regard  the 
democracy  with  bringing  on  the  war  and  hence  they  had 
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no  affection  for  that  party.  If  the  Eepublicans  really 
have  no  intention  of  restoring  the  South  to  the  Union, 
their  course  is  intelligible. 

Most  ardently  do  I  desire  to  restore  fraternal  relations 
between  the  alienated  Sections  and  I  fear  that  Congress 
reflects  the  will  of  the  jSTorthern  people  and  if  so,  that 
their  purpose  is  to  inflict  on  the  South  a  degradation  in- 
compatible with  the  restoration  of  good  feelings  between 
the  Sections.     I  have  never  felt  more  gloomy  forbodings. 

With  your  ap]3roval  I  desire  in  some  appropriate  way 
to  make  a  public  acknowledgement  of  your  disinterested 
exertions  to  get  through  the  pardons  for  our  people. 

[P.  S.] — T  inclose  petition  of  Chas.  T.  Haigh,  an  old 
and  excellent  friend.  If  you  can  get  prompt  action  on  it 
you  will  much  oblige  him  and  me. 

Washington^  U.  C. 


To  C.  C.  Heiiderson. 

Kaleigh,  Maij  U/66. 

Yours  of  the  11th  inst  is  reed. 

Of  the  500  persons  advertised  by  Govr.  Holden  as  par- 
doned about  the  last  of  Octr.  1865,  few,  if  any,  were  then 
granted.  Yours,  I  presume,  was  in  the  number,  I  found 
the  petition  of  V.  A.  McBee  in  this  ofiice  and  forwarded 
it  with  more  than  500  others  so  found,  on  the  5th  Jan. 
last  with  my  fa^'orable  endorsement.  All  or  nearly  all  of 
these  last  have  been  pardoned  and  daily  expected.  Mr. 
McBee' s  is  doubtless  among  them.  Govr.  Holden  would 
have  the  public  believe  that  I  have  no  influence  at  Wash- 
ington-— i)ut  it  somehow  happened  (without  any  State 
agent)  those  sent  by  me  are  pardoned  first. 

Lincolnton. 
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From  J.   S.  KirJrpatricl-  and  Others. 

Davidson  College^  X.  C. 

May  Uth  1866. 
To  His  Excellency 

J.  Worth  Gov.  of  K  C. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  the  case  of  Mrs. 
Martha  Whitlors  of  this  vicinity,  in  order  that  if  you  shall 
deem  her  worthy  of  it,  she  may  receive  a  share  in  the  ben- 
efaction of  the  Ladies  Fair  of  Baltimore,  which,  it  has 
been  stated  has  been  i^laced  in  your  hands  for  disburse- 
ment. 

Mrs.  V/liitlors  is  the  widow  of  M.  C.  Whitlors  a  soldier 
of  the  Confederate  army.  He  died  in  actual  service.  She 
was  left  with  seven  children  the  oldest  of  whom  is  now 
only  twelve  years  of  age.  She  has  no  near  relatives  who 
can  assist  her  in  maintaining  herself  and  them.  Her  only 
means  of  support  are  her  personal  labor,  but  the  demand 
for  such  work  as  she,  with  the  charge  of  her  children,  can 
do  is  very  limited,  and  the  means  of  paying  her  are  still 
more  limited  with  those  who  would  gladly  place  work  in 
her  hands. 

She  is  a  woman  of  excellent  character — is  industrious, 
saving,  uncomplaining  and  grateful.  A  worthier  object 
of  kindness  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 

J.    S.    KlRKPATRICK 

Pres.  Dav.  College. 

The  woman  referred  to  in  this  letter  I  know  personally 
and  can  bear  my  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  there- 
in stated. 

David  A.  Caldwell. 

Charlotte  May  30/66 
His  Excellency  J.  Worth 
]\rv  dear  Sir 

T  am  ]iersona]ly  acquainted  with  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Kirk- 
patrick,  D.D.  and  D.  A.  Caldwfll,  Esqr.— They  are  both 
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citizens  of  this  county,  and  are  gentlemen  of  excellent 
character.  Any  statement  that  either  of  them  may  make, 
ie  entitled  to  full  credit. 

Very  Respty. 

Yours  etc., 
Jno.  II.  Wilson. 


To  General  Euger. 

Ealeigh  May  15th  1S66. 

I  return  your  reply  oi  the  5th  April  to  my  note  of  the 
same  date,  with  the  affidavit  of  a  witness  tending  to  show 
that  the  mule  in  question  was  unbranded  and  the  opinion 
of  the  witness  that  the  same  did  not  belong  to  the  U.  S. 
or   Confederate  government. 

It  seems  that  Stout  borrowed  the  mule  of  Danl  Worth 
— and  has  held  the  same  more  than  9  months  under  color 
of  the  order  of  Capt.  Stone,  having  no  other  pretence  of 
claim, 

I  hopc^  this  evidence  will  be  deemed  sufficient  to  war- 
rant you  in  r(.'mai:dlr,<;  ^he  mule  to  ]\Ii-    Worth. 


To  WiUiani  Murpliy. 

Raleigh.  May  16  1S66. 
I  was  mistaken  as  to  your  petition  for  pardon.     It  was 
forwarded  by  Gov.  Holden  Oct.  31  with  a  recommendation 
of  pardon. 

B.  S.  Hedrick,  who,  at  my  instance,  has  been  indefatig- 
able in  trying  to  get  pardons  for  our  people,  informs  me 
that  he  has  got  your  pardon  and  that  it  is  on  the  way. 
Salisbury 
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To  J.  ^y.  Oshonie.^ 

Raleigh,  May  IG  1SG6. 

I  have  pleasure  in  infonniiig  you  tliat  through  the  in- 
defatigable efforts  of  B.  S.  Hedriek  at  my  instance  many 
of  the  pardons  falsely  j)ublished  by  Gov.  Holdeii  as  having 
been  pardoned  in  Oct.  last  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  vote  in 
the  election  of  the  9th  Xov.  last,  have  at  last  been  granted, 
(among  them  yours)  and  are  now  on  the  way  to  me.  Those 
of  W.  F.  Phifer  and  S.  A.  Cohen  of  yr  county  are  among 
them. 

The  500  persons  officially  announced  as  being  pardoned 
last  Oct.,  were  not  then  pardoned  and  only  a  small  num- 
ber of  them  are  7iow  pardoned. 

Charlotte. 


To  J.  11.  Jacl-son. 

Raleigh  May  17  ISGG 

Yours  of  the  15th  inst.  is  reed. 

I  heartily  concur  with  you  in  the  principles  which  ought 
to  control  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Directors,  and  I  intend  to  act  on  these  princi- 
ples. I  am  making  no  pledges  as  to  my  nominees,  because 
I  wish  to  get  all  the  information  I  can  before  taking  ac- 
tion. Your  claims  will  be  submitted  to  the  board  and  duly 
considered. 

You  are  reported  in  the  last  annual  report  as  owning  two 
shares  of  stock.     Have  you  acquired  any  since. 

There  were  many  good  men  who  did  not  vote  for  me  for 
Govr.  I  desire  to  appoint  some  of  them  by  way  of  sliow- 
ing  that  my  action  is  not  controlled  by  partizan  influence. 
I  hope  I  can  make  up  the  boards  of  fit  men,  representing 
all  political  shades. 

KiNSTON 


1  James  W.  Osborne,  of  Mecklenburg,  formerly  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
perior Court.  In  1SG8  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  and  died  in 
office. 
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To  If.  L.  Kistler. 

Raleigh^  May  17/66. 

Yours  of  the  loth  iiist.  inquiriug  about  your  pardon  is  Relating  to 
before  me. 

Your  petition  was  forwarded  and  recommended  for  par- 
don by  Gov.  Holden  on  the  20th  Oct.  last  and  probably 
advertised  by  him,  with  some  500  others  forwarded  at  the 
same,  as  being  granted  a  few  days  before  the  election  on 
the  9th  Nov.  last.  These  pardons  were  not  then  granted. 
Very  few  of  them  have  been  granted  since.  I  have  used 
every  exertion  to  obtain  them.  I  think  yours  remains  un- 
acted upon.  The  publication  lately  taken  from  Northern 
papers  that  all  the  N.  C.  petitioners  had  been  pardoned 
was  untrue.' 

I  have  reason  to  expect  that  yours  will  be  granted  shortly 
— Some  300  petitions,  found  here  by  me  when  I  came 
into  office  have  been  granted. 

Salisbl-ry. 


To  B.  S.  Hedrick. 

Raleigh^  May  18/66. 
Yours  of  the  16th,  but  not  the  pardons,  is  reed.     I  pre-  Refusing  to  be 

'  ^  ^  held  responsible 

sume  they  will  come  by  next  train.  ^'"^  ^^^  aenimei. 

Have  you  forgotten  my  inquiry  in  behalf  of  my  friend 
Perrin  Busbee  as  to  getting  admitted  to  West  Point  as  a 
cadet  ? 

I  have  no  control  over  the  Sentinel.  It  is  owned  exclu- 
sively, I  believe,  by  Mr.  Pell,  but  I  fuimish  him  your  criti- 
cism and  seek  to  restrain  him  from  any  remarks  which 
may  be  justly  offensive  to  the  North.  As  we  do  not  under- 
stand all  the  undercurrents,  but  perceive  that  Stephens, 
whom  we  deem  a  fiendish  leader,  followed  by  the  great 
body  of  the  Republicans.  In  commenting  on  the  actions 
of  the  party  he  leads,  expressions  of  the  press  often  escape 
too  acrimonious  for  all,  the  leader  being  in  the  mind  of 
the  writer. 
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I^obody  in  America  more  ardently  desires  than  I  do  that 
real  harmonious  Union  be  restored — but  /  cannot  love 
those  who  declare  me  unworthy  to  vote  for  a  Prest.  of  the 
U.  S. — If  real  Union  is  desired  the  policy  of  the  President 
and  not  that  of  Congress  ought  to  prevail. 

AVasiiington^  D.  C. 


To  Charles  F.  Ilaigh. 

RaleigH;,  May  18/66. 

I  have  a  letter  from  the  special  agent,  B.  S.  Hedrick,  by 
whom  I  made  application  for  your  pardon,  that  the  Prest. 
has  ordered  that  it  issue. 

I  interfered  and  secured  the  release  from  imprisonment 
of  young  Mr.  Pobinson  of  the  Fayetteville  News.  The 
Standard  republishes  a  late  fiery  article  from  the  News, 
and  comments  on  the  fact  that  the  editor  was  released  from 
military  arrest  through  my  interpositions.  The  News  edi- 
torial is  not  before  me.  It  struck  me  as  highly  imprudent. 
There  is  a  dignified  medium  between  mean  subserviency 
to  radicalism  (it  should  be  called  Disunionism)  and  im- 
petuous defiance.  You  will  have  seen  the  article.  If  you 
concur  with  me,  you  will  much  oblige  me  by  admonishing 
our  young  friend. 

I  retain  all  my  life  long  impressions  as  to  our  Xational 
affairs.  From  principle  as  well  as  policy  I  always  opposed 
Sectionalism,  but  when  the  war  ended  I  thought  and  still 
thinlv  there  should  have  been  universal  amnesty — As  be- 
tween me  and  Holden  the  Secessionists  generally  preferred 
me,  from  respect,  I  hope,  to  my  constant  consistency.  The 
effort  now  is  to  make  the  impression  that  I  favor  the  Se- 
cession party  to  the  neglect  of  my  old  political  friends  and 
hence  such  imprudent  articles  as  that  to  which  I  refer  are 
quoted  to  my  prejudice.  I  think  they  do  harm  to  the 
State — and  no  good. 

Fayettkville. 
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'To  George  C.  liound. 

Raleigh    Mai/  JUlh  1806. 
Yuurs  of  the  15tli  iiist.  is  before  me  in  wliieli  vou  ask  *:lo"'L'V?"^••" 

./     "    ..11.  ^ortjj  (jarohna. 

my  opinion  on  the  following  interrogatories. 

1.  Would  jSTorthem  emigrants  be  safe  in  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, provided  it  were  known  that  they  voluntarily  took 
part  on  the  side  of  the  National  Govt.  ? 

To  this  I  answer  without  hesitation  that  they  would  be 
safe  here  as  in  any  place  in  Christendom,  provided  they 
treated  our  people  with  respect.  Such  persons  would  not 
only  be  safe,  but  they  would  be  allowed  without  offending 
to  maintain  that  the  North  was  right  in  suppressing  the 
rebellion  by  use  of  arms,  provided  this  was  done  in  respect- 
ful terms.  Many  of  us,  to  the  manor  born,  among  them 
the  men  who  may  justly  claim  to  be  a  representative  man, 
owe  much  of  our  popular  favor  to  our  constant  opposition 
to  Disunion,  but  we  think  that  the  war  being  over  as  much 
charitable  oblivion  as  possible  should  be  thrown  over  the 
past — and  if  strangers  coming  to  settle  among  us,  should 
proclaim  against  our  errors  in  passionate  terms,  they  would 
incur  little  personal  danger,  but  they  would  not  command 
the  respect  of  our  people.  All  classes  of  our  people  cor- 
dially endorse  the  policy  of  Andrew  Johnson,  not  on  the 
ground  that  it  favors  the  South,  but  because  we  think  it 
tends  to  harmonious  re-union.  While  we  think  that  the 
policy  of  Thad.  Stephens,  whom  the  North  seems  to  en- 
dorse, looks  to  continued  Disunion,  and  our  permanent 
degradation.  Emigrants  of  his  stripe  in  politics,  would 
incur  no  great  personal  hazard  here — ^but  they  would  not 
be  esteemed  or  respected. 

2.  "Would  such  emigrants  ever  arrive  at  positions  of 
honor  and  influence  in  your  State,  provided  they  were  men 
of  equal  talent  and  character  to  native  North  Carolinians  ?" 

I  answer  in  the  affirmative,  with  the  restrictions  con- 
tained in  my  answer  to  your  first  interrogatory. 

3.  "Would  you  advise  a  personal  friend  who  had  been 
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tlirongh  X.  C.  with  Genl.  Sherman  to  make  X.  C.  his 
home,  provided  he  liked  the  soil,  climate,  and  people,  Se- 
cession sympathies  excluded." 

If  the  policy  of  Thad.  Stephens  is  to  prevail  I  could  not 
conscientiously  advise  any  body  to  emigrate  to  Xorth  Car- 
olina. That  policy  Avould  degrade  nine  tenths  of  our  adult 
l)opulation,  a  large  majority  of  whom  are  as  patriotic  and 
loyal  as  any  citizens  of  America.  A  residence  among  a 
degraded  people  who  could  not  remain  attached  to  a  gov- 
ernment which  would  thus  degrade  them,  would  not  be  de- 
sirable. 

If  the  Xorth  would  now"  offer  us  the  fraternal  hand  it 
would  be  joyfully  seized  and  there  would  be  nowhere  a> 
more  law-abiding  and  Union  preserving  people,  and  no 
more  desirable  place  to  which  you  could  emigrate. 

You  wind  up  by  saying  "the  whole  question  resolves  it- 
self into  this:  would  we  have  to  fight  our  way  through  life 
if  we  should  come  to  X.  C.  ?" 

I  answer  that  X.  C.  invites  virtuous  and  energetic  emi- 
grants and  will  receive  and  treat  with  hospitality  all  Xorth- 
ern  men — all  men  from  any  part  of  the  world,  who  may 
settle  among  us,  and  so  act  as  to  deserve  hospitality. 

You  mention  that  you  belonged  to  Sherman's  army.  We 
do  not  hold  each  member  of  that  army  responsible  for  its 
general  atrocities,  but  no  army  ever  made  itself  more  odi- 
ous to  a  vanquished  people.  Its  bummer  organization,  de- 
signed to  lay  waste  the  country, — which  with  apparent 
license  stole  and  robbed  and  burned  without  any  discrimi- 
nation as  to  age,  or  color  or  sex,  our  Union  non-combatants 
suffering  quite  as  much  as  those  who  were  active  in  bring- 
[ing]  on  and  conducting  the  war,  will  long  be  remembered 
with  abhorrence  by  all  our  people. 
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To  Z.  B.   yancv. 

Ealeigh,  May  19th  ISGG. 

I  thank  yon  for  the  suggestion  as  to  loan  in  Engh^nd  to 
aid  in  the  extension  of  our  K.  R.'s. — I  will  see  you  at  Com- 
mencement and  interchange  views  with  you. 

R.  R.  Bridgers  writes  me  from  Xew  York  that  he  is 
very  confident  he  can  find  capitalists  in  jS".  Y.  who  will 
finish  the  W.  Is^.  C.  R.  R.  to  Paint  Rock  if  the  State  will 
relinquish  to  them  so  much  of  the  Road  as  is  now  conser- 
vated. 

Carry  Collie's  letter  with  yon  to  Chapel  Hill  and  we 
will  discuss  the  matter  there. 

Charlotte, 


To  Asa  Bigcjs.^ 

Raleigh,  May  21  1866. 
Yours  of  the  18th  inst.  came  to  hand  to-dav.  Relating  to 

pardons. 

When  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  Govr.  in  December  last, 
I  found  above  300  petitions  for  23ardon,  generally  filed  in 
July  and  August  last,  on  which  Gov.  Holden  had  taken  no 
action.  More  than  500  had  been  advertised  officially  as 
pardoned  on  31  Oct.,  whereby  under  the  ordinances  of  the 
Convention  they  were  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  the 
9th  l^ov.,  not  one  of  which  was  on  file  here.  This  matter 
of  pardons  belonged  to  the  Military  Government.  I  was 
not  sure  that  action  by  me  as  Civil  Govr.  would  be  deemed 
officious.  I  addressed  the  Prest.  to  know  his  wishes.  He 
answered  requesting  me  to  forward  petitions  with  my  en- 


1  Asa  Biggs,  of  Martin  County,  had  been  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1835.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  1840  to  184f , 
and  again  in  1854.  He  was  a  U.  S.  Senator  from  1854  to  1858,  when 
he  became  a  U.  S.  District  Judge.  He  was  one  of  the  compilers  of 
the  North  Carolina  Revised  Code  of  1854.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  of  1861,  and  resigned  to  become  Confederate  District 
Judge.     He  was  a  Democrat  and  an  ardent  secessionist. 

38 
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dorsemeiit,  favoring  or  disfavoring  the  granting  of  the  par- 
don but  prescribing  no  rnle  to  govern  my  discretion  in  the 
premises. 

I  forwarded  all  the  petitions  on  tile  with  mv  recommen- 
dation of  })ardon — and  a  letter  to  the  President,  stating 
that  I  favored  universal  amnesty,  and  that  in  view  of  the 
pardons  already  granted  in  this  State  I  could  perceive  no 
23rinciple  which  would  warrant  me  in  advising  the  rejection 
of  any.  I  was  not  authorised  to  submit  my  views  on  any 
2jetition  which  had  been  forwarded  by  Gov.  Ilolden,  and 
therefore  al)stained,  but  my  letter  showed  my  views  as  to 
all. 

Xearly  all  of  those  forwarded  by  me  have  been  granted. 
There  are  a  few  exceptions,  among  which  is  Gov.  Clark's 
l^etition.  Of  the  500  advertised  as  being  pardoned  just  be- 
fore the  election,  very  few  have  been  granted.  The  an- 
nouncement of  their  pardon  by  Gov.  Holden  was  premature 
and  unwarranted.  This  extraordinary  duty  of  attending 
to  pardons  has  imposed  much  labor  on  me,  but  I  have  left 
no  legitimate  means  untried  to  obtain  all,  as  well  those  for- 
warded by  Gov.  H.  as  myself.  I  do  not  feel  warranted  in 
making  special  application  for  the  pardon  of  any  one  whose 
application  was  forwarded  by  Gov.  Holden  especially  while 
the  pardons  of  such  men  as  Gov.  Graham  and  do.  Turner, 
always  anti-secessionists — are  withheld,  neither  of  whom 
has  asked  for  or  received  any  special  consideration. 


To  J  ndvew  11  mil. 

RalekxU.  Mat/  22 /GO. 
Yours  of  the  21st  inst.  received.      1  have  sent  to  the  brd- 
kers  and  learn  that  to-day  $525.  could  lie  had  for  your 
State  bond  including  coupon  aud  about  $25.  jier  shai'c  for 
your  It,  T\.  stock. 

The  N".  C.  Treasury  notes,  under  ^jresent  legislation,  are 
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worth  nothing'  and  tliere  a])])ears  at  present  no  reason  to 
ex]iect  that  they  will  t  ver  be  worth  any  thing. 
Lkxjxcto.x. 


To  Mr.  J.  C.  Bain. 

Kalj:i(ui,  May  2.1  hSGO. 

Yonrs  of  the  17th  inst  is  received.  Ri-iatinsr  to 

1  am  sorry  to  say  yonr  pardon  has  not  been  received. 

When  I  entered  on  the  discharge  of  my  execntive  dnties 
I  found  on  hand  upwards  of  oOU  petitions  for  }iai'dons, 
most  of  which  had  been  months  on  hand.  All  of  these  were 
forwarded  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  last  with  my  favorable  en- 
dorsement. Xearly  all  these  have  been  granted  while  more 
than  400  recommended  l)y  Gov.  Ilolden  and  advertised  l)y 
him  as  pardoned  in  Octr.  last,  have  not  come  to  hand  and 
in  fact  have  not  been  pardoned.  I  find  that  your  petition 
was  recommended  and  forwarded  by  me  on  31  January. 
AVhether  it  was  foimd  in  some  part  of  the  office  where  it 
was  not  discovered  when  the  others  were  sent  I  do  not 
remember  but  I  know  no  petition  has  been  detained  here 
since  I  came  into  office.     I  hope  it  will  l)e  granted  soon. 

You  say  old  E,andol])h  will  be  all  right  next  Aug.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  so.  I  was  much  mortified  at  the  vote  of  Xovr. 
If  I  ever  deserve  the  confidence  of  the  County  I  did  flicn 
and  do  }ioh\  I  perceive  your  neighbor  Dr.  Sellars  is  still 
assailing  me.  He  made  a  false  publication  in  the  Standard 
last  Xovr.  to  injure  me  and  now  perseveres  in  doing  me 
injustice. 

Teoy^s  Stoee^  Randolph  Co. 


To  Andrew  Johnson. 

Ealeigh,  May  22  1866. 
Gov.  Holden  recommended  Jas.  H.  Fry,  of  Onslow,  for 
pardon  on  20th  Oct.  last  and  soon  afterwards  advertised 
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that  liis  j)ai'don  had  been  granted.  His  pardon  has  not 
been  received.  He  has  been  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
the  State  Convention  which  re-assembles  next  Thursday. 
I  respectfully  solicit  that  his  j)ai'don  be  forwarded. 


To  L.  S.  Gash. 

Raleigh  May  22/66. 

The  resolutions  of  the  County  Court  of  Henderson  watli 
your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  are  just  received.  Having  no 
authority  whatever  and  no  money  over  which  I  have  con- 
trol for  the  relief  of  your  people,  I  have  laid  the  wdiole 
communication  before  Col.  Whittlesey,  whom  I  understood 
to  be  authorised  to  extend  relief  to  our  destitute  white  pop- 
ulation as  well  as  to  the  negroes.  He  replies  that  he  has 
sent  to  Washington  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  of  your 
letter  and  awaits  instructions. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  no  power  to  do  anything  more 
for  the  relief  of  your  suffering  people. 

Henbeksonville. 


To  Andrew  Joliusoii. 

Ealeigh  May  23  1866. 
The  Hon.  W.  Lander,  of  Lincoln  County,  filed  his  pe- 
tition for  pardon  which  was  forwarded  by  Govr.  Holden, 
with  recommendation  that  it  be  suspended,  on  Aug.  1  last. 
I  learn  that  he  is  nearly  blind — his  fortune  nearly  gone : 
and  others  similarly  situated  having  been  pardoned  I  rec- 
ommend that  he  be  pardoned. 
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To  A,  H.  Jones^ 

Raleigh,  May  28th  1866. 

I  have  carefully  considered  the  petitions  of  sundry  citi-  Snfor  pardon.' 
zens  of  Henderson  County  and  a  letter  accompanying  the 
same  from  L.  S.  Gash  Esq.,  endorsed  by  yourself,  praying 
for  a  pardon  for  Daniel  Case,  convicted  of  a  Riot  and  sen- 
tenced by  Judge  Merrimon  to  six  months  imprisonment. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  petition  rests  are,  first, — the 
allegation  that  the  deft,  had  "twice  before  been  indicted 
and  punished  for  the  same  riot":  and  secondly,  his  good 
character  and  the  destitute  condition  of  his  family. 

The  petition  avers  that  the  fact  that  he  had  been  so  con- 
victed and  punished  appears  by  the  record  of  the  Court.  If 
this  be  so,  it  would  have  been  a  complete  defence  on  the 
trial  and  the  petitioners  should  have  explained  why  he  did 
not  avail  himself  of  this  defence. 

]\Ir.  Gash  says  in  his  letter  that  he  would  not  be  sur- 
j^rised  if  judge  Merrimon  would  heartily  approve  of  the 
pardon. 

Since  you  filed  the  petition  a  counter  representation  has 
been  made  to  me  in  writing  giving  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  facts,  which,  if  true,  makes  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
merciful. 

As  a  general  rule  I  think  a  proper  respect  for  the  Courts 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  forbids  the  exercise  of  the 
pardoning  power,  unless  in  cases  of  extreme  hardship, 
made  clearly  to  appear. 

Giving  due  regard  to  the  petition  and  counter-petition  I 
do  not  think  in  the  absence  of  any  statement  from  the 
judge  who  tried  the  case,  that  I  would  be  warranted  in 
granting  the  pardon.     If  Judge  Merrimon,  who  tried  the 


1  Alexander  H.  Jones,  of  Henderson,  was  a  farmer  and  editor  of 
the  Hendersonville  Times.  He  sided  with  the  North  in  the  war  and 
was  imprisoned  for  a  time.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  of 
1865,  and  in  that  year  was  elected  to  Congress  and  refused  his  seat, 
as  was  he  in  1S66.  In  July,  1868  he  was  admitted  upon  re-election, 
and  was  again  elected  in  November,  1868. 
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ease,  recomniend  the  exercise  of  executive  clenieiicy,  as  it 
is  suggested  in  Mr.  Gash's  letter  which  is  endorsed  by  you, 
he  would  probably  do,  I  should  have  no  hesitation  as  to 
my  duty  in  the  premises. 

As  a  general  rule  I  think  the  Executive  must  presume 
that  the  Courts  have  acted  discreetly  and  properly,  until 
the  contrary  is  made  clearly  to  appear  and  I  therefore  feel 
constrained  to  decline  the  pardon  for  the  present. 


fund. 


To  B.  Bincjliani. 

Raleigh.  May  SO/66. 

butfon^offei'ief"  '^^^^  newspapers  have  misled  the  public  as  to  my  agency 

in  distributing  the  money  set  apart  by  the  benevolent  ladies 
of  Bait,  for  the  distressed  people  of  IST.  C.  My  opinion 
was  asked  as  to  the  best  plan  of  distribution — whether  in 
money  or  provisions.  I  answered  immediately  but  the 
agent  of  the  ladies  wrote  me  some  two  weeks  afterwards, 
saying  that  my  answer  was  delayed  by  some  mail  irregu- 
larity and  did  not  reach  them.  When  they  received  my 
letter  they  had  already  decided  on  the  plan  of  distribution 
and  sent  forward  a  part  or  all  to  their  agents  in  this  State. 
I  have  not  been  informed  of  the  particulars  of  the  plan 
or  the  names  of  the  agents. 

My  family  are  all  well  and  desire  to  be  remembered  to 
yourself  and  wife. 

David  is  quite  unwell  but  was  improving  when  I  last 
heard  from  him. 

Mebanesville. 
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From  B.  S.  Ilcdrid: 
Wasiiix(;t()X,  I).  ('.  Jinic  1,  ISC)!'). 

Yours  recoiumeiidiiig  Mr.  iJusbL'e  was  received  on  'i'ues- 
day,  and  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  I]ai>ley  was  received 
on  Wednesday.  I  had  an  interview  with  I  he  President  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  in  regard  to  the  matter.  So  far  noth- 
ing definite  has  been  done.  The  President  is  waiting  for 
an  opinion  from  the  Atty.  General  in  regard  to  certain 
acts  of  Congress  relating  to  the  matter  of  appointments. 
I  will  see  him  again  soon.  Today  all  the  pnblic  offices  are 
closed  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  Gen.  Scott. 

I  learned  from  the  President's  private  secretary  that 
hereafter  aU  X.  C.  Pardons  will  be  sent  to  you  direct.  He 
said  the  order  was  from  the  President. 

There  is  jnst  now  a  lull  in  the  excitement  in  regard  to  conditions  in 
the  difference  between  Congress  and  the  President.  What  '^^  i"f?on- 
is  the  exact  nature  of  the  quiet  I  am  not  able  to  say,  but 
many  think  that  the  differences  are  to  be  either  waived  or 
settled  for  the  present.  Congress  seems  now  to  have  made 
up  its  mind  as  to  its  plan  of  restoration.  The  Senate 
Amendments  will  probably  go  through  the  House  without 
much  opposition.  The  fall  elections  are  now  coming  on 
and  all  ]>arties  see  the  necessity  of  coming  to  some  definite 
proposition.  The  intention  of  the  Senate  plan  is  to  grant 
full  and  complete  amnesty  to  the  great  mass  of  Southern 
people,  and  to  exclude  from  oftice  all  those  who  after  tak- 
ing an  oath  to  sup]K">rt  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  joined 
in  the  rebellion.  The  main  object  is  to  cut  off'  all  the  old 
Federal  officials  who  while  holding  offices  of  honor  and 
trust  under  the  Govt,  entered  into  a  conspiracy  for  its 
overthrow,  and  also  to  exclude  all  the  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Xavy  of  the  U.  S.  who  deserted  their  Flag  to  fiuht 
a2;ainst  it.  It  is  the  general  o])inion  that  the  rebellion 
could  never  have  assumed  the  proportions  it  did  but  for 
the  failure  of  the  sworn  officials  civil  and  military  to  stand 
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by  their  oaths.  The  same  feeling  is  manifested  against 
all  the  Army  and  ]Sravy  officers  of  the  U.  S.  who  joined  in 
the  rebellion  that  was  shown  in  the  jN^.  C.  Legislature  of 
]Sr.  C.  last  against  those  who  deserted  from  the  rebel  army. 
Such  as  Mr.  Hill  of  Randolph  whose  nomination  of  J.  P. 
was  rejected  almost  without  opposition  from  any  one. 

I  have  the  -''Sentinel"  of  the  30th.  The  article  ''What 
the  people  Want"  is  exactly  the  point.  It  is  the  way  I 
have  wished  to  see  it  discussed  all  the  time. 


To  A.  S.  Mervimon} 

Raleigh,  June  2nd  1S66. 

Certain  papers,  copies  of  which  I  inclose  are  referred 
to  me  by  the  Prest.  of  the  U.  S.  I  have  called  on  the  dele- 
gate in  the  Convention  from  Cherokee  and  Clay,  Mr. 
Dickey,  who  gives  me  no  information  save  the  popular  sen- 
timent of  all  parties  that  you  held  the  scales  of  justice  as 
a  judge  should  do — and  that  the  course  of  the  Solicitor  was 
less  satisfactory. 

I  will  thank  you  for  any  information  you  can  give  me 
touching  the  matter  referred  to  me. 

AsiIEVILLE. 


To  Capt.  J.  J.  D.  Lewis. 

Raleigh,  June  Jf/66. 
The  ordinance  of  the  Convention  "to  organise  a  tempo- 
rary force  for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order"  provides 
that  "this  ordinance  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  or- 


1  Augustus  8.  Merrimou,  of  Buncombe,  was  a  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature in  1860,  and  from  18()1  to  1865  solicitor  of  tiie  Eighth  Dis- 
trict. In  1866  he  was  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  in 
1867  resigned  rather  than  obey  military  orders.  He  was  defeated  for 
governor  by  Caldwell  in  1872,  but  was  elected  to  the  U.  S  Senate. 
He  was  later  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina. 
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ganizatioii  of  the  militia  or  until  modified  or  repealed  by 
the  Genl  Assembly/'  You  Avill  therefore  continue  to  dis- 
charge your  duties  until  commissions  have  issued  and  the 
militia  shall  Ix'  fully  organised.  Of  this  you  will  be  duly 
notified. 

Elizabethtown. 


From  A.  S.  Merrimon. 

AsHEBORO,  X.  C.  June  7th  1S06. 

The  Hon.  A.  H.  Jones  ^vrites  me  from  Ealeigh  asking  opposing  the- 
me to  recommend  the  pardon  of  one  Daniel  Case  convicted  case.""" 
for  a  Eiot  before  me  at  the  last  term  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Henderson  County.  The  Riot  was  without  a  parallel 
in  this  part  of  i^orth  Carolina : — A  body  of  armed  men 
on  a  day  in  August  last,  when  the  people  had  assembled 
at  Hendersonville  to  take  the  Amnesty  oath,  paraded  the 
streets  the  gTeater  part  of  the  day,  beating  several  persons 
outrageously,  driving  others  from  the  town,  and  offering 
the  gTossest  indig-nities  to  others ;  they  entered  the  house 
of  some  persons,  and  went  into  the  room  of  a  lady  then 
lately  confined,  sending  for  her  husband,  threatening  to 
kill  him,  etc.,  etc.  The  mob  silenced  the  civil  authority; 
the  Magistrates,  or  most  of  them,  those  present  were  ac- 
tually afraid  to  step  forward  and  order  the  rioters  to  dis- 
perse:— such  a  scene  of  outrage  has  seldom  been  heard  of 
in  the  State.  Case  was  proven  before  me  to  be  a  chief  and 
ring-leader  in  this  riot ;  there  was  not  one  mitigating  cir- 
cumstance in  his  favor.  I  was  anxious  to  find  some  ex- 
cuse for  him,  but  he  offered  none.  The  measure  of  pun- 
ishment was  not  too  great  for  him.  The  only  matter  that 
gave  me  trouble,  was  the  condition  of  his  j)Oor  family.  I 
did  and  do  sincerely  sympathize  with  them  and  I  would 
be  glad  to  do  them  any  act  of  kindness.  If  Case  is  par- 
doned the  pardon  ought  to  be  out  of  favor  to  his  poor  fam- 
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ily,  and  not  to  him.     I  cannot  recommend  liis  pardon  ami 
have  a  dne  regard  for  othcial  duty. 

I  am  of  oj^inion,  there  ought  to  be  a  general  amnesty 
for  all  offences  not  capital  up  to  the  first  of  July  1865. 
Most  of  the  offences  connnitted  up  to  that  time,  were  more 
or  less  the  offspring  of  the  late  war,  and  the  sooner  we 
can  get  rid  of  all  disputes  and  prosecutions  growing  out 
of  the  war,  the  better  for  the  country.  But  this  is  not  all, 
the  number  of  prosecutions  in  this  Judicial  Circuit  is  so 
great  that  the  whole  of  the  regular  terms  of  the  Courts 
will  be  engaged  by  them  for  several  years  to  come,  and  the 
costs  will  be  overwhelming.  I  trust  there  will  be  a  gen- 
eral amnesty,  leaving  off  [illegible]  felonies,  perjuries  and 
such  offences. 

P.  S. — Case  was  imprisoned  for  six  months.  He  was 
net  fined. 


F)om  B.  S.  TledricJi. 

Washixgtox,  D.  C.  June  1 ,  '60. 
I  cannot  find  pardon  })apers  for  R.  K.  Jones  of  Wake, 
Pardons.  but  I  find  for  Redding  Jones  of  Wake,  and  some  other 

Joneses.  I  will  try  and  get  all  of  that  name  in  Wake  Co. 
The  list  contained  in  the  [ir.efjihle.  PruhahJy  Standard] 
are  all  made  out  and  would  be  issued  if  the  clerk  had  time 
to  attend  to  them.  By  making  special  application  I  can 
as  matters  now  stand  get  them.  So  whenever  there  are 
cases  in  which  it  is  im^jortant  that  the  pard(ms  be  issued 
soon  by  writing  a  note  to  that  effect  and  sending  it  to  me 
I  can  bring  the  matter  at  once  to  the  notice  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  his  Secretary  and  get  speedy  action.  But  over- 
worked as  the  clerks  are  they  do  not  feel  like  sitting  down 
to  a  pile  of  six  hundred.  The  ])robability  is  that  not  more 
tlian  one  hundred  of  the  six  liundred  care  at  all  about  rh^" 
matter.  For  that  reason  it  is  l)est  to  send  a  special  request 
for  such  as  are  reallv  nruent. 
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Mr.  Wash  Matthews  of  Gaston  has  not  yet  called  for 
his  pardon.  I  was  requested  to  retain  it  till  he  returns  this 
way  from  X.  Y. 

1  will  write  soon  what  1  think  of  the  political  nrosi)ect.  North  caroUna 

.  .  politics. 

Your  friends  should  make  up  their  minds  to  run  your 
name  for  Gov.  in  August.  Xorth  Carolina  is  doing  hetter 
now  than  any  other  Southern  State,  and  with  the  assurance 
that  you  will  he  reelected  it  will  be  better  still.  Holden 
will  take  nothing  by  his  notion  if  the  honest,  upright  part 
of  the  people  will  only  act  together.  It  will  b?  time 
enough  to  inquire  what  effect  the  proposed  Amendments 
will  have  after  they  are  adopted  by  the  requisite  number 
of  States  which  will  not  he  this  year.  In  the  meantime  a 
good  home  government,  such  as  will  command  the  respect 
of  the  people  of  X.  C.  is  of  more  importance  than  the  Xa- 
tional  questions  which  will  settle  themselves  about  right 
in  good  time.  But  the  building  up  of  the  wasted  fortunes 
of  the  people,  and  securing  domestic  quiet  must  be  the 
Avork  of  the  people  of  X.  C.  themselves  quite  independent 
of  all  the  other  States  Xorth  and  South. 


From  A.  Coleman. 

AsiiEviLLE,  June  Sfh  1866. 
Hon.  A.   S.  Merrimon,  Judge,  has  shown  me  a  letter  Resardinff  certain 

,■  •  £  ^    J.  1         ..1       accusations. 

from  you  accompanying  papers  referred  to  you,  hy  tlie 
President :  viz ;  first,  a  petition,  by  various  petitioners,  in 
favor  of  W.  C.  and  T.  R.  Ledford,  of  Clay  County,  touch- 
ing an  indictment  then  lately  found  against  them,  in  Oc- 
tober 18(35  ;  and  secondly,  a  petition,  after  their  trial.  l)y 
them  alone,  (though  doubtless  other  signers,  as  to  every 
petition,  might  have  been  found),  with  the  certificate  of 
Sheriff  Gallow'ay. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  statement  of  facts, 
reaardino-  the  trial,  evidence,  etc..  Judee  Merrimon  having 
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made  one,  and  having  read  to  me  that  portion  of  it — as 
to  which  my  recollection  fully  agrees  with  his — nor  am  I 
called  on  to  do  so. 

I  cannot,  however,  be  insensible,  nor  indifferent,  to  the 
fact  that  an  investigation  ordered  from  so  high  a  source ; 
though,  I  am  aware,  the  "reference"  made,  would,  natu- 
rally, be  a  matter  of  course.  It  would,  therefore,  not  be 
worth  while  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  any  notice 
of  a  communication  not  addressed  to  me,  were  it  not  that 
the  charges  and  innuendoes  of  the  petitions  are  in  ac- 
cordance with  certain  accusations  made  against  Grand  and 
Traverse  juries  of  Western  Counties — Sometimes,  perhaps, 
(covertly),  against  Courts  and  Solicitors,  by  some  dele- 
gates in  the  Convention,  and  one  newspaper  of  position — 
the  "Standard." 

I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns this  Circuit,  these  charges  against  the  juries  have 
no  foundation.  I  have  not  sought  to  know  their  political 
complexion,  but  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  at  least  a 
majority  of  the  counties,  a  majority  of  the  Grand  Juries 
were  men  known  before  the  close  of  the  war,  as  "Union 
Men,"  and  that  in  all  the  Grand,  and  generally  in  the 
Traverse  Juries,  this  element,  if  not  a  majority,  w^as  al- 
ways strongly  represented.  Yet,  their  action,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  able  and  just  charges  of  the 
presiding  Judge,  has  been  eminently  impartial,  towards 
men  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion.  If  any  partiality 
has  been  shown,  it  has  arisen  from  some  personal  influ- 
ence— and  this  to  a  less  extent  than  I  have  observed  it  prior 
to  the  war. 

Judge  Merrimon  I  need  not  defend.  Myself  I  deign 
not  to  defend.  The  great  body  even  of  original  Union  men 
in  the  Circuit  do  that.  The  only  men  I  know  of  who  at- 
tack my  course,  are  those  indicted  for  crimes  or  grave  mis- 
demeanors— including  the  editor  of  the  Hendersonville 
''Pioneer" — a  newspaper  of  whicli  your  Excellency  has 
probably  never  heard. 
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I  fully  appreciate  and  jiartieipate  in.  the  desire  of  the 
President  and  jonr  Excellency,  to  see  restored  harmony, 
Union,  law  and  order.  The  best  method  by  which  I  can 
aid  in  this,  in  this  Circuit,  is  by  the  course  I  have  pursued 
and  expect  to  pursue — doing  my  duty  tirndy,  impartially, 
and  accordinii'  to  law. 


To  Andirw  Jolinson. 

Ealeigh,  June  9th  1S6(>. 
Geul.  A.  M.  Scales  filed  his  petition  for  pardon  last  sum-  Pardon  matters 
nier  which  was  forwarded  by  Gov.  Holden  recommending- 
the  suspension  of  the  same.  I  am  satisfied  that  Genl. 
Scales  is  now  sincerely  loyal  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  all  his  actions  since  the  surrender 
of  the  Southern  armies  have  been  in  strict  obedience  to 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States — and  I 
therefore  recommend  his  immediate  pardon. 


To  Andrew  Johnson. 

Raleigh,  June  9th  1866. 

When  Mr.  J.  E.  McLean  filed  his  petition  for  pardon  Pardon  matters, 
last  summer  Govr.  Holden  recommended  its  rejection. 
About  the  time  he  was  relieved  he  recommended  that  tlie 
pardon  be  granted  and  I  endorsed  my  approval  on  this 
latter  recommendation.  I  have  long  personally  known  the 
petitioner  and  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  the  sincerity  of  his 
professions  of  loyalty  to  the  United  States  and  that  he  has 
acted  in  conformity  with  these  professions  since  the  paci- 
fication by  the  surrender  of  the  Southern  armies.  The  ob- 
taining of  his  pardon  is  greatly  desired  by  him  to  enable 
him  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  his  real  estate. 

I  recommend  his  immediate  pardon. 
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To  George  IV.  BroolxS. 

ItALEiGK.  June  OtJt  ISOO. 

1  am  requested  by  the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury  to  reeoimneiid 
a  suitable  inau  as  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  in  the  first 
district,  to  take  the  place  of  E.  W.  Jones,  the  present  in- 
cumbent. The  person  nominated  is  to  be  one  who  can  take 
the  oath. 

As  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  in  the  district,  to 
make  a  judicious  nomination,  and  am  desirous  of  making 
a  recommendation  acceptable  alike  to  the  ])eople  of  this 
district  and  to  the  government,  you  will  much  oblige  me 
if  you  will  confer  with  your  fellow  delegates  from  the  first 
District  and  see  if  yon  cannot  harmonise  on  some  suitable 
man. 


To  Hugh  MrCuUocli. 

Raleigh,  June  9th  1S66. 

Yours  of  the  5th  inst.  came  to  hand  to-day. 

I  can  confidently  reconnnend  Richd.  "W.  King,  a  member 
of  the  Convention  now  here  as  an  eminently  fit  man  to  be 
appointed  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  Xewbern.  He  can 
take  the  oath  and  will  acce]it.     His  Post  office  is  Kinston. 

WAsiiiNGToisr,  D.  C. 


Carolina. 


From  B.  S.  Ilednel: 
Wasiiixgtox,  D.  C.  June  10.  ISOO. 
ttnShSti"^  As  was  generally  expected  the  proposed  auicuihnent  to 
the  V.  S.  Constitution  passed  the  Senate  by  a  f]iree  fourtlis 
vote,  having  united  the  radical  and  conservative  elements 
of  the  RepTd)lican  ]iarty.  The  House  will  probably  pass 
the  uieasure  1)V  a  still  larger  vote.  So  that  it  may  be 
safelv  taken  as  the  fiiuil  action  of  (^ouiiress.     T  think  all 
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the  Xe.vthcru  l.ciiislatnrcs  will  adopt  it,  l)ut  as  thai  will 
not  give  the  ;3/4  vote  required  for  ratitieatioii.  a  few  of 
the  Southern  States  will  be  inJueed  to  ado])t  it.  Tenu. 
and  Ark.  are  eounted  upon  as  likely  to  ralifv.  It  is  (juite 
possible  that  the  coming  elections  in  ]S^.  (\  will  be  made 
to  turn  upon  the  acceptance  or  the  i-ejection  of  the  Con- 
gressional plan. 

John  Pool  was  here  on  AYednesdav  and  Thurvdav  and 
with  Dr.  Powell  had  a  two  hours  interview  with  the  Pre  si- 
dent,  as  I  understand  to  ascertain  his  views  on  the  subject 
and  take  his  advice  whether  to  accept  or  oppose  the  Con- 
gressional plan.  Mr.  P.  said  the  interview  was  satisfac- 
tory, and  to  my  question  whether  he  could  give  the  "key- 
note" when  he  returned,  he  said  he  could.  I  do  not  think 
however  that  ^Mr.  Pool  felt  altogether  satisfied.  He  did 
not  look  so.  In  view  of  the  probability  of  the  Congres- 
siemal  plan  being  adopteel,  the  next  thing  is  what  must  be 
done  as  regards  Xorth  Carolina.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  men  who  electeel  you  should  hold  together  anel  reelect 
you.  The  amendment  cannot  be  aelopteel  until  after  the 
1st  of  January  next,  anel  I  elo  not  unelerstanel  that  if  you 
were  Gov.  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  that  you  would  be 
''legislated"  out.  So  with  Judge  Pearson,  Battle  anel 
others,  I  am  not  certain  as  to  that  point,  but  that  is  the 
way  it  seems  to  me.  Those  who  are  in  office  at  the  time 
the  proposed  amenelment  goes  into  effiect  will  I  think  be 
permitteel  to  serve  out  their  term,  long  or  short.  But  if 
this  shoulel  not  be  so,  as  soon  as  a  good  representative  dele- 
gation for  the  State  enters  Congress,  and  the  true  state  of 
the  case  is  known,  it  will  be  easier  to  get  a  two-thirds  vote 
in  your  favor  than  in  favor  of  Holden.  But  if  Holden 
and  his  crew  should  carry  the  State  Go^i:.  in  August, 
everythiug  would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  old 
secession  politicians,  and  the  State  would  be  governed  by 
the  same  influences  which  plunged  it  into  war  five  years 
aa'o. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  the  Sentinel  is  getting  more  cross 
than  ever.  It  is  making  nnneeessary  issues.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  Mr.  Pell  should  grieve  his  soul  to  death  be- 
cause of  the  suffering  of  l^ew  England.  That  heniglited 
land  can  manage  to  make  a  living  for  itself,  and  spare 
many  of  its  biggest  charlatans  to  go  South  to  ''teach 
school"  and  edit  so  called  Southern  papers. 

P,  S.  Some  days  ago  I  learned  from  a  cabinet  officer 
that  the  Congressional  plan  just  from  the  Senate,  was 
urged  by  many  Southern  Union  men,  and  that  there  was 
one  man  from  N".  C,  that  I  would  be  utterly  astonished  to 
hear  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  it.  This  man  was  not 
Holden,  my  informant  said,  but  he  declined  to  say  w^ho  it 
was.  I  would  reallv  like  to  know  who  it  was.  I  thought 
of  John  Pool,  but  as  he  himself  would  be  included  in  the 
list  of  the  "proscribed"  I  could  hardly  think  he  was  the 
man.  But  as  I  was  told  I  would  be  astonished  to  hear 
who  it  was,  I  gave  up  guessing. 

I  asked  Mr.  Pool  who  would  be  candidates  for  Gov. 
He  said  he  thought  there  would  be  no  opposition  to  you. 
I  have  always  thought  that  there  were  two  points  on  which 
the  ]^orth  would  insist  almost  unanimously.  One  is  that 
if  the  negroes  are  not  fit  to  vote,  they  are  not  fit  to  count 
as  equal  to  a  white  vote  at  the  ]^orth,  in  the  making  up 
of  the  representation.  The  other  point  is  that  Army  and 
jSTavy  officers  who  deserted  their  flags  and  went  into  the 
rebellion  and  those  civil  officers  who  while  holding  offices 
of  honor  and  trust  under  the  U.  S.  Govt,  conspired  for  its 
overthrow,  shall  never  again  be  permitted  to  hold  office. 
The  main  object  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  to  secure 
these  two  j)oints. 
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From  Zehulon  B.  Vance. 

Greensboro,  12  June,  1S(J(1. 
I  have  met  Leach  here  this  morning.     He  is  not  a  can- 
didate and  says  he  mil  not  be  under  any  circumstances. 
I  thouG'ht  vou  -u'ould  like  to  know. 


From  Edward  R.  Stanly  to  Nathaniel  Boyden^ 

jSTewbern,  June  12,  1866. 
It  was   my   intention   while   at  Raleigh   last   week,   to 
have   had   some  conversation  with   you,    relative   to   Rail 
Road  matters,  more  particularly  about  the  A.  and  ^.  C. 
R.  R.  and  its  management. 

From  all  I  can  learn,  there  has  been  a  very  great  pres-  Regarding  railroad 

,,        ^  1    •    X  1    •  X   1  1  appointments. 

sure  upon  the  (jovernor  and  internal  improvement  board 
against  the  present  management,  of  whom  I  am  one.  Now 
Sir,  I  desire  for  the  present  management  is,  that  they 
should  stand  upon  their  true  merits,  as  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  specially  of  their  claims  to  reappointment  but  there 
is  one  thing  that  I  will  speak  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  pres- 
sure I  speak  of,  is  confined  to  a  section  and  to  a  "clique", 
which  I  regret  to  say  is  in  my  own  town  and  may  be  de- 
nominated the  Whitford  and  Green  '^clique." 

The  paper  here  (Spelman's)  their  organ,  undertook  to 


1  Nathaniel  Boyden,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  came  to  North  Car- 
olina in  1821.  After  teaching  for  a  time  he  became  a  lawyer.  At 
various  times  he  lived  in  Guilford,  Stokes,  Surry  and  Rowan  coun- 
ties. He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1838,  1840,  and  1844. 
He  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1847  and  in  1868.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  convention  of  186.5.  In  1871  he  became  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court. 
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show  up  tlie  present  management,  bnt  finding  it  was  in- 
juring the  cause  of  its  friends,  has  quieted  down  and  given 
up  the  chase.  This  is  the  first  letter  I  have  ever  attempted 
to  write  in  reference  to  the  management  of  any  corpora- 
tion and  were  it  not,  that  I  am  acquainted  with  you  per- 
sonally and  you  with  me,  I  would  not  now  presume  to  do 
it.  It  is  well  known  to  you,  that  I  have  taken  a  personal 
interest  in  the  R.  R.'s  of  the  State,  not  only  by  using  what 
influence  I  had  to  get  others  interested  in  them,  but  by 
contributing  of  my  time  and  means  toward  the  building 
of  them.  I  attended  in  your  Town  the  first  meeting  rel9,t- 
ing  to  your  Road  and  I  am  one  of  the  original  subscribers 
to  it,  and  when  our  Road  was  chartered,  I  was  one  of  the 
Commissioners  named  in  it  and  did  all  I  could  to  aid  in 
securing  the  charter  and  when  we  were  in  condition  to  or- 
ganize, Avas  one  of  its  first  directors  and  its  first  secretary 
and  treasurer,  which  office  I  resigned  to  take  the  first  con- 
tract, being  prompted  to  do  so,  because  no  one  came  for- 
ward who  would  take  the  entire  contract  and  not  enough 
to  take  it  in  smaller  quantities,  it  was  therefore  decided 
that  I  should  take  the  first  contract  proposed  to  be  let, 
from  Newbern  to  Kinston  (33  miles)  which  included  the 
completion  of  the  road,  excepting  the  cross  ties  and  roll- 
ing stock,  which  I  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  En- 
gineer and  board  of  Directors.  I  mention  these  things 
merely  to  show  that  I  have  some  claims  to  be  heard  and 
I  trust  that  I  have  too  high  an  appreciation  for  honesty 
and  truth,  to  misrepresent.  In  reference  to  the  present 
and  past  managment  of  this  (our  Road)  I  must  say  with 
all  its  bad  management,  to  any  unprejudiced  mind,  a  com- 
parison with  the  former,  or  Whitford  Management,  would 
certainly  do  its  present  managers  no  harm.  Let  us  look 
at  it  as  it  really  is — They  took  the  road  when  it  was  new 
and  required  no  repairs  and  ran  it  up  to  the  war  and  what 
was  its  condition  ?  It  was  gradually,  or  I  may  say  rapidly 
nmning  down  and  up  to  that  time,  never  had  paid  a 
Dollar  of  the  loan  of  Four  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  due 
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to  the  State,  nor  one  cent  to  its  stock-holders.  Xow  let  us 
see  what  is  the  new  state  of  things  during  the  year,  or 
part  of  year  of  its  present  management,  (for  you  know 
the  road  vras  held  by  the  military  for  some  time  after  iheir 
appointment)  and  until  as  every  body  believed  and  said, 
they  had  brought  down  all  there  was  to  come  over  the 
road.  We  took  the  road  with  everything  out  of  order 
and  no  money  to  do  anything  towards  rebuilding  it,  or  to 
purchase  or  repair  cars,  engines,  etc. 

What  is  our  condition  now?  ^othwithstanding  the 
broken  down  condition  of  the  Road,  and  every  thing  ap- 
pertaining thereto,  the  road  is  in  good  running  order,  and 
its  rolling  stock  as  good,  if  not  better  than  when  the 
former  management  first  took  hold  of  it  and  it  has  all 
been  paid  out  of  the  earnings  under  its  present  manage- 
ment. 

In  a  short  conversation  with  Mr.  Winston  when  in 
Raleigh,  which  was  rather  courted  by  himself,  I  made 
statements  about  the  same  as  the  above,  which  were 
prompted  by  his  stating  that  there  was  a  great  pressure 
against  the  Governor  and  also  the  fact  that  I  had  heard  it 
before. 

I  make  these  statements  to  you,  because  of  my  long 
acquaintance  with  you  and  also  because  of  your  acquaint- 
ance with  Dr.  Ramsey  and  Mr.  Winston  as  well  as  the 
Governor,  and  shall  take  it  as  a  favor,  if  you  will  make 
such  statements  in  reference  to  me,  or  any  statements  I 
have  made  as  you  may  consider,  from  your  acquaintance 
with  me,  they  are  entitled  to.  I  do  not  make  the  state- 
ment I  have,  with  any  view  or  expectation  of  influencing 
the  appointing  power,  but  simply  to  present  the  matter  in 
its  true  light,  believing  that  improper  representations  have 
been  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  present  management. 

I  am  aware  that  Mr.  Whitford  and  his  clique  have 
many  friends  that  are  anxious  to  have  him  get  control  of 
the  road,  but  it  is  more  on  account  of  advantages  accruing 
to  them  personally  than  from  any  superior  management 
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of  Mr.  AYhitford  and  his  friends,  for  I  am  sure  that  if  his 
superior  manag-ement  has  benefited  any  one,  it  has  been 
himself  and  them  and  not  the  state  or  stock-holders.  If  I 
were  not  satisfied  (I  might  say  if  I  did  not  know)  that 
their  object  in  opposing  the  present  management  was  an 
impure  one,  and  one  purely  of  a  selfish  nature,  I  would 
never  have  attempted  to  say  one  word  in  reference  to  it. 
It  has  alwaj's  been  so  managed  in  this  County,  that  the 
Proxy  of  this  County  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Whitford's  friends  and  I  have  no  doubt  with  that  influ- 
ence and  the  one  share  stock-holders  that  he  and  liis 
friends  can  be  elected  by  the  stock-holders  and  con- 
sequently if  he  can  succeed  in  getting  such  appointments 
as  he  wants  by  the  state,  the  entire  management  will  be 
in  his  hands.  I  did  not  intend  in  this  letter  to  say  any- 
thing especially  of  any  member  of  the  present  manage-* 
ment,  but  without  saying  anything  about  the  future  Presi- 
dency it  is  due  to  Mr.  Thomas,  the  present  President  to 
say,  that  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  interests 
of  the  road  and  in  my  judgment  (and  I  speak  from  per- 
sonal observation)  his  management  as  such,  fully  equals, 
if  not  surpasses  the  former. 

To  say  that  every  member  of  the  present  Board  are 
thorough  business  men,  would  be  saying  what  can  rarely 
be  said  of  any  similar  number  of  men  appointed  as  they 
were,  but  one  thing  I  do  say,  and  that  is,  so  far  as  I  have 
known,  they  have  shown  every  disposition  possible,  to  use 
whatever  of  business  talent  they  have  for  the  benefit  of  the 
road  and  not  to  forward  the  personal  interests  of  them- 
selves, or  a  clique.  I  do  not  desire  any  public  display  of 
what  I  have  said,  but  make  the  statements  to  you  a*  a 
personal  friend,  that  you  may,  if  not  inconsistent,  put  me 
right  before  those  to  whom  prejudiced  statements  have 
been  made. 

[P.  S.]  Reference  to  the  list  of  stock-holders  will  show 
the  amount  of  pecuniary  interest  held  by  myself  and  others. 
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Gorentui-  WoriJt's  Circular. 
To  the  People  of  Xortli  Carolina: 

Having  been  elected  by  yon  as  your  Governor  in  Xovem-  p.^i!;!y'nsVfo\x!rn..r 
ber  last,  for  a  term,  which  will  expire  on  the  1st.  of  .Tann-  |V';,;;^'*ki„«re-eiec-' 
ary  next,   and  believing  that  my  administration  has  met 
your  approval,  I  announce  myself  a  candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion in  August  next.  1S6G. 

I  do  not  propose  to  canvass  the  State.  The  constant 
j)ressure  of  executive  duties,  many  of  which  grow  out  of 
our  anomalous  political  condition,  re(pure  my  constant  at- 
tention. If  the  practice  of  canvassing  at  any  time  be  a 
wise  one,  I  am  sure  I  could  not  do  it  at  this  time,  without 
detriment  to  the  public  interests.  Xor  do  I  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  address  to  you  an  extended  circular.  My  past 
life  and  actions  furnish  the  best  guaranty  you  can  have 
as  to  my  future  conduct.  Into  them  I  invite  your  candid 
scrutiny. 

Upon  some  of  the  matters  now  engaging  public  atten- 
tion, I  deem  it  my  duty  to  present  you  my  views. 

I  think  the  chief  attention  of  a  State  Executive  should 
be  directed  to  State  affairs ;  but  in  our  present  unfortunate 
condition  it  is  proper,  and  it  will  be  expected  that  I  sludl 
give  you  my  views  on  national  affairs. 

As  a  part  of  my  early  education,  I  was  required  to  com- 
mit to  memory  and  rehearse  that  portion  of  the  farewell 
address  of  the  father  of  his  country,  in  which  he  so  ear- 
nestly warns  us  to  indignantly  ''frown  upon  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  any  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country 
from  the  rest."  This  became  a  fixed  sentiment  with  me. 
The  preservation  of  the  Union  has  been  the  polar  star  of 
my  political  life.  In  the  circular  by  which  I  announced 
myself  as  a  candidate  for  the  honorable  position  which  I 
now  fill,  I  referred  to  the  fact  that  I  had  offered,  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1831,  resolutions  denouncing  nulli- 
fication :  that  as  a  Senator  in  the    General  Assemblv    of 
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1860-01,  in  a  forlorn  minority,  I  constantly  eombatted 
everything  which  I  thonght  tended  to  disunion;  voting  in 
May  1861,  with  only  two  others,  against  the  call  of  a  Con- 
vention, I  referred  also  to  a  circular  which  I  addressed 
to  my  constituents  in  January  1861,  when  the  question  of 
Convention  or  no  Convention  was  to  be  decided  by  their 
votes,  in  which  I  urged  them  not  to  be  deceived  by  the  cry 
that  the  Convention  was  to  be  called  to  "save  the  Union," 
that  it  was  called  to  "destroy  it."  I  then  circulated  among 
my  constituents  the  celebrated  speech  of  Andrew  Johnson, 
then  Senator  from  Tennessee  and  now  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  he  denounced  with  equal  fervor 
Northern  disunionism  and  Southern  disunionism.  I  con- 
curred with  him  then,  as  cordially  as  I  do  now. 

In  my  circular  of  last  October,  I  stated  to  you  that  I 
had  always  looked  back  on  my  course  in  all  these  instances 
with  great  satisfaction.  In  the  ensuing  election  many  of 
you  who  had  always  concurred  with  me,  and  many  who 
had  formerly  differed  with  me  in  these  views,  voted  for 
me.  All  who  voted  had  recently  renewed  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  in  the 
President's  amnesty  proclamation.  I  entertain  no  doubt 
that  they  took  this  oath  with  the  honorable  and  sincere 
purpose  faithfully  to  observe  it.  xVll  desired  that  our 
former  relations  A\dth  the  Union  should  be  speedily  re- 
newed. I  regarded  the  cordial  vote  for  me  by  many  of 
those  who  had  maintained  the  doctrine  of  secession,  as  in 
accordance  with  their  recent  pledge  of  loyalty  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  a  token  of  respect  for  my  consistent  politi- 
cal record,  and  hence  I  received  their  support  as  alike 
creditable  to  them  and  to  me. 

I  declared  in  my  circular  to  you  last  Fall,  and  I  now 
repeat,  that  if  elected,  ''as  far  as  my  official  position  would 
enable  me  to  do  it,  both  from  inclination  and  from  con- 
viction of  duty,  I  should  endeavor  to  soften  the  animosi- 
ties which  have  grown  out  of  the  horrible  war,  now  hap- 
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pily  ended.  If  some  of  us  have  grievously  erred,  gi'iev- 
ously  have  all  of  us  atoned  for  it.  I  shall  endeavor  to  en- 
couraiie  a  spirit  of  mutual  forgiveness, — a  return  to  habits 
of  law  and  order,  and  steadfast  attachment  to  the  T'nion, 
which  made  us  so  great  and  prosperous  a  people  while  we 
adhered  to  the  counsels  of  Washington."  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  act  in  conformity  to  these  promises. 

I  refer  to  these  prominent  points  in  my  political  record 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  elect  me  last  ]S[ovember,  to  counteract  the  unjust  impres- 
sion which  many  have  sought  to  make,  at  home  and  abroad, 
that  my  election  was  a  disunion  triumph.  The  imputa- 
tion is  grossly  unjust  to  me,  and  as  I  believe  equally  un- 
just to  everybody  who  voted  for  me. 

My  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  my  administrative 
duties  is  known  to  you ;  and  I  have  so  recently  had  occa- 
sion, in  my  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  present 
my  vie^vs  in  relation  to  State  policy,  which  message  was 
very  extensively  circulated  throughout  the  State,  that  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  reiterate  them. 

Wise  policy  requires,  in  order  to  restore  prosperity  and 
order,  that  every  citizen  quietly  and  industriously  pursue 
his  occupation,  and  obey  the  laws  of  his  country  while 
they  are  in  force,  however  distasteful  some  of  them  may 
be.  If  we  would  have  peace  and  plenty  we  must  look  for 
them  as  the  fruit  of  order  and  industry, — The  wisest  legis- 
lation without  these  A\dll  be  unavailing;  and  with  them, 
the  worst  legislation  will  but  retard  the  return  of  pros- 
perity. 

We  are,  as  I  think,  unwisely  and  unconstitutionally  ex- 
cluded from  the  National  councils,  but  the  results  of  war 
have  made  us  powerless.  It  is  unwise  to  indulge  in  de- 
nunciations of  the  dominant  power,  and  not  inconsistent 
with  real  dignity  and  proper  self-respect,  to  abstain  from 
intemperate  remonstrance.  Let  us  quietly  pursue  our  sev- 
eral avocations,  and  hope  that  Providence  will  ultimatelv 
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guide  the  minds  of  our  late  foes  to  counsels  becoming  mag- 
nanimity and  wise  and  generous  statesmanship. 

The  great  object  of  all  good  men  and  wise  statesmen 
should  now  be  to  mollify  the  passions  which  have  grown 
out  of  the  late  conflict,  and  by  all  their  influence  to  en- 
dea^-or  to  restore  cordial  reconciliation  between  the  lately 
alienated  sections.  The  good  of  our  whole  nation  requires 
sincere  and  universal  reconciliation.  This  cannot  be  if 
proscription  and  mutual  crimination  be  indulged.  The 
sublime  injunctions  of  holy  writ  which  forbid  the  indul- 
gence of  malevolence,  are  universal  in  their  application.    ^ 

In  such  a  convulsion  as  that  from  Avhich  we  are  emerg- 
ing, many  will  have  received  grievous  injuries.  iSTo  good 
can  spring  from  the  indulgence  of  revengeful  feeling.  Let 
every  good  citizen  exert  himself  to  repress  it.  Both  phil- 
osophy and  our  religion  rank  forgiveness  and  charity 
among  the  chiefest  of  virtues,  and  as  there  are  few  of 
us  who  have  not  to  ask  forgiveness  for  our  o\x\\  acts,  let 
us  be  merciful  to  each  other. 

If  you  shall  re-elect  me  as  your  chief  magistrate,  I  ap- 
peal to  my  past  conduct  to  sustain  me  in  the  assurance 
that  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  prove  myself  worthy  of  your  re- 
newed confidence. 

Jonathan  Worth. 


To  General  Eurjer. 

Raleigh,  June  13th  1S66. 

The  Gov.  of  S.  C.  asks  me — "Are  your  tribunals 
(State)  authorised  to  try  all  cases,  civil  and  criminal  for 
and  against  frecdmen  and  have  provost  Courts  been  abol- 
ished ?  If  they  have  not,  in  what  classes  of  cases  do  they 
still  exercise  jurisdiction." 

If  you  can  aiel  me  in  answering  his  interrogatory,  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  you. 

He  asks  me  for  eoi)ies  of  our  negro  code  also  Avhich  I 
am  roadv  to  send. 
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His  letter  has  been  loiiii'  delaved.     An  early  i'e])ly  fn»ni 
Von  will  nineli  oliliue  nie. 


To  James  L.  Orv.^ 

Raleigh,  June  ISlli  ISGG. 

I  send  jou  to-dav  by  Express  a  copy  of  onr  Revised 
Code  and  the  recent  Acts  of  our  Genl  Assembly  relating 
to  freedmen. 

The  premises  in  the  9th  Sec.  of  our  late  Act  page  102 
have  been  stricken  out  by  our  Convention  now  in  Session. 

Our  Courts  have  been  allowed  to  take  jurisdiction  in  all 
criminal  matters  and  in  all  civil  matters  of  importance  to 
which  freedmen  were  parties,  but  I  have  heard  of  recent 
instances  of  interference  in  petty  matters,  by  officers  of 
the  Freedman's  Bureau.  The  military  authorities  have 
laid  down  no  well  defined  rule  of  jurisdiction. 

With  the  view  to  answer  your  inquiry  more  fully  I  have 
addressed  to  Major  Genl  Ruger,  Military  Commandant 
and  Chief  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau  in  this  State  a  re- 
quest that  he  will  furnish  me  his  views  as  to  the  extent  of 
jurisdiction  which  he  claims  in  relation  to  controversies 
to  which  a  negro  is  a  party.  When  I  shall  have  received 
his  answer  I  will  apprise  you  of  its  purport  or  send  you 
a  copy. 

Columbia^  S.  C. 


1  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  Speaker  of  the  35th  Congress, 
Treaty  Commissioner  of  South  CaroHua  in  1860,  member  of  Confed- 
erate Congress,  and  at  this  time  Governor  of  the  State. 
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From  Judge  D.  F.  Caldwell^ 

Salisbtry^  June  IStli  1S66. 
Asking  for  a  I  herewith  inclose  von  mv  application  for  a  pardon  at 

recommendation  ^  ^        i.  l  i 

for  pardon.  the  hancls  of  President  Johnson.    When  his  Amnesty  ]3roc- 

lamation  first  issued  I  very  soon  appeared  before  Hill 
Spain  and  took  the  oath  prescribed  before  him  the  original 
of  which  I  herewith  inclose.  Xo  questions  were  asked  me 
about  the  value  of  my  real  estate,  and  as  I  had  been  dur- 
ing the  whole  war  an  humble  officer  in  the  Bank,  and  from 
Dec.  1861  a  paralysed  officer,  and  at  no  time  had  taken 
any  part  in  the  war,  I  did  not  think  or  believe  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  make  a  special  application  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  a  pardon.  At  the  first  election  which  first  hap- 
jDened  after  I  took  the  Amnesty  oath  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  refused  my  vote  at  first,  but  being  my  near  neigh- 
bors and  knowing  me  and  all  about  me  allowed  me  to  vote 
on  my  taking  the  oath,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  inclose  you. 
Several  of  my  friends  advised  a  special  pardon  from  the 
President,  but  I  distrusted  their  advice  as  I  had  done 
nothing,  and  only  happened  to  own  over  twenty  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  land  in  IST.  Carolina  and  Alabama. 

I  lost  one  hundred  and  thirty  negroes  and  soon  found 
that  my  condition  required  me  to  sell  my  real  estate,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  shall  have  to  sell  it  all  to  meet  all  my 
losses  of  the  war  and  pay  debts.  I  am  in  very  feeble  health, 
and  desire  to  sell  as  soon  as  possible.  Tho'  the  attack  was 
not  violent,  yet  I  have  been  growing  weaker  every  day. 

]^ow  my  dear  Sir  you  and  I  were  raised  in  adjoining 
counties,  and  my  political  life  is  well  known  to  you,  and 
I  beg  you  to  let  the  President  know  of  my  steadfast  oppo- 
sition to  JSTullification  and  Secession.  I  can  say  truly  that 
my  open  and  decided  opposition  to  both  made  me  very 
many  enemies.     I  admit  after  the  War  began  my  feelings 


'  David  F.  Caldwell  had  been  a  member  of  the  Leg'isiature  from 
1816  to  1820  and  from  1829  to  1832.  In  1844  he  became  a  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  and  held  that  position  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
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were  with  the  South,  but  in  uiy  judgment  1  cuiKk'nuird  the 
War.  I  failed  however  in  my  duty  to  the  Federal  govern- 
ment at  this  time  and  in  a])prol)ation  of  President  .John- 
son's course  of  conduct  owing  to  my  private  att'airs  and 
my  very  feeble  state  of  health,  I  must  rel}^  on  you  to  get 
this  matter  through  speedily. 

Your  conduct  is  apj)roved  in  this  Dist.  and  you  may 
be  at  ease.  I  beg  your  kind  and  speedy  attention  to  this 
matter.  Some  of  the  persons  desiring  to  purchase  may 
object  to  my  title  till  I  have  a  special  pardon.  I  was  ad- 
vised by  ]\[r.  Blackmer  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  I 
should  affix  my  oath  to  this  application.  I  pray  you  to 
keep  me  advised. 


To  B.  S.  Hedrich. 

Raleigh,  June  13/66. 

The  Convention  is  about  to  provide  for  a  Lt.  Gov.  A  state  politics, 
large  number  of  the  prominent  men,  (among  them  Pool. 
Thompson,  Dick,  Settle  and  others  it  is  understood)  have 
decided  to  unite  in  my  election  and  have  no  opposition — 
but  they  will  probably  run  a  man  for  Lt.  Gov.  who  did 
not  vote  for  me  last  IsTovr,  while  Mr.  Pell  and  many 
others  of  my  friends  will  insist  on  running  Ferebee  or 
other  ante-Holden  men  on  this  ticket  with  me.  I  choose 
to  stand  entirely  on  my  own  legs — and  hence  have  an- 
nounced myself.  I  send  a  few  copies  of  my  card.  Write 
me  what  you  think  of  it. 

x\t  present  all  talk  of  opposition  to  me  has  about  ceased. 


From  J.  M.  Coffin. 

Salisbury   June  ISfli  1S66. 
If  it  is  not  too  presumptions  on  my  part  I  would  like  to  ^;^^^^^^^^^ 
receive  the  appointment  of  State  director  on  the  IsL  C.  R.  Railroad  Director. 
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K.  for  the  next  year.  The  only  favor  that  ever  has  been 
shown  nie  by  officers  and  stockholders  of  the  Road,  was  to 
elect  me  last  year  as  one  of  the  committee  of  finance,  which 
I  have  tried  to  discharge  my  duty,  etc.  I  think  it  very 
doubtful  that  anv  of  the  same  board  will  be  elected  a^ain. 
as  I  understand  the  old  committee  are  all  candidates  again. 
I  feel  that  I  have  some  claims  on  the  Stockholders,  as  I  am 
one  of  the  hundred  men  that  came  up  and  took  eighty 
shares  of  stock  each  which  I  still  yet  own,  and  I  spent  over 
two  years  of  hard  work  on  the  Road,  and  again  I  learn 
that  there  is  now  some  of  the  directors  that  does  not  own 
one  cent  of  Stock  in  the  road. 

Your  attention  to  the  above  will  be  thankfullv  reed. 


From  B.  S.  Hediicl-. 

Washingtox,  D.  C.  June  13,  1866. 

R.  AV.  King  of  Lenoir  (Kinston,  and  Member  of  the 
Convention)  has  been  nominated  as  collector  for  Newbern. 
I  have  frequently  heard  Mr.  King  mentioned  as  a  Union 
man  and  as  one  very  competent  for  such  an  office,  but  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  he  could  not  take  the  test 
oath,  that  he  had  been  rebel  Salt  Commissioner,  or  held 
some  petty  office  under  the  Confederacy,  so  as  to  prevent 
him  from  taking  the  oath.  If  this  is  so  he  had  better  de- 
cline the  office  in  advance. 

Mr.  Manning  who  was  recommended  sometime  ago  for 

Edenton,  was  very  highly  recommended  by  Judge  Brooks. 

Relating '.o  his  I  have  just  seeii  your  circular,  and  am  well  pleased  with 

circular.  * 

it.  There  are  only  three  words  in  it  that  I  would  have 
desired  to  have  omitted,  and  they  are  substantially  the 
same  as  were  in  your  last  message.  In  the  message  the 
words  were  "our  late  enemies''  and  in  the  circular  "our 
late  foes."     The  report  of  the  reconstruction  Committee 
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utterly  ignores  the  existence  of  a  single  I^nion  man  in  the 
Sonth.  So  far  as  IsT.  C.  is  concerned  this  is  a  great  wrong 
and  nnexcusable.  But  to  make  all  the  people  of  the  Xorth 
''our  late  foes"  seems  to  me  to  be  adopting  the  theories  of 
this  Committee,  that  all  are  Union  ]^orth  and  all  rebel 
South.  The  President  and  Mr.  Lincoln  also  would  never 
admit  that  the  rebel  Govt,  was  any  Govt,  at  all,  and  so 
they  always  refused  to  treat  with  the  Confederacy  in  any 
manner.  The  Govt,  of  the  U.  S.  would  recognize  insur- 
gents in  the  field  w^ith  arms  in.  their  hands,  and  treat  with 
them  in  regard  to  exchange  of  prisoners  and  terms  of  sur- 
render, but  it  always  refused  to  recognize  the  rebel  Civil 
Govt.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  the  tenn  ''late  enemies"  was 
not  the  proper  term  to  apply  to  the  U.  S.  The  only  par- 
ties in  the  contest  are  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  IT.  S. 
and  the  individuals  who  set  that  authority  at  defiance. 

The  tone  and  spirit  of  the  circular  will  I  think  com- 
mend itself  to  the  right  minded  men  of  the  State,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  a  bond  of  harmony.  Xothing  could  be 
more  imprudent  now  than  to  have  a  bitter  controversy  over 
the  local  affairs  of  the  State. 

The  President's  private  secretary  has  promised  a  few 
more  pardons  for  X.  C.  which  I  hope  will  be  sent  in  a 
few  days. 


To  Hugh  McCuIIoch. 

Raleigh  June  13  1866. 
After  conference  Avith  the  delegates  in  the  Convention 
from  the  vicinity  of  Edenton,  I  concur  in  the  recommen- 
dation of  Chas.  G.  Manning  as  Collector  of  the  Customs 
for  Edenton,  N.  C. 
Washington  D.  C. 
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To 

Kaleigh.  June  Ik  1S66. 

I  have  returned  the  Ijoncls  issued  during  the  war.  Xoth- 
ing  can  be  done  with  them  now.  It  is  possible  future  leg- 
islation may  make  them  worth  something.  Keep  them 
and  await  events.  They  will  bring  nothing  in  the  stock 
market — or  next  to  nothing  now. 

I  have  retained  8  coupons  from  old  bonds  each  for 
$30.— amounting  to  $240.  Under  the  act  of  the  last  Genl 
Assembly  you  are  entitled  to  fund  these  in  new  bonds.  The 
bonds  must  be  $100.  $500.— or  $1000.  and  the  Treasury 
is  not  authorised  to  pay  any  change.  The  bonds  will  bear 
interest  from  1  January  last.  On  the  1  day  of  N^ovr.  next 
two  $100.  bonds  will  amount  to  $210.  requiring  7  of  your 
couj)ons.  As  to  the  remaining  coupon  of  $30.,  I  can  sell 
it  at  53  per  cent,  in  currency — or  can  buy  at  about  the 
same  rate  and  get  $70.  more  of  coupons  and  get  three 
bonds  of  $100.  each.  I  can  sell  all  your  coupons  $240. 
for  $127.20  currency. 

So  much  uncertainty  rests  on  the  future  that  I  beg  to 
be  excused  from  advising  you  which  of  the  three  plans  is 
best.  I  incline  to  the  taking  of  two  bonds  and  holding  or 
selling  the  remaining  coupons.     Write  me  what  to  do. 


From  Joseph  Addison  }yorlJt. 

Fayetteville  June  l.kth  1SG6. 
Private  business  I  am  at  a  loss  to  kiiow  what  to  do  or    say,  and  conse- 

matters.  ^  . 

quently  call  on  you  for  advice.  A  number  of  jDersons  are 
very  anxious  that  I  should  run  for  the  Legislature,  and 
strange  to  say  some  of  them  arc  men  who  last  year  voted 
for  Holden  against  you.  This  town  must  go  down  to  a 
poor  affair  if  the  Western  Road  is  not  extended  to  Greens- 
boro, and  how  it  can  be  done  T  can  not  see. 
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There  are  two  candidates  only,  John  W.  Baker,  Jr  and 
Col,  Wm.  Alderman  both  of  them  are  hard  cases,  and  both 
are  Holden  men,  bnt  will  not  I  think  be  willing-  to  own  it. 

I  see  no  way  to  leave  my  business.  The  boating  requires 
the  closest  attention  and  at  that  will  not  pay  much  profit. 
The  Host  is  under  repairs  now  and  will  cost  from  3  to  4 
thousand  dollars  to  get  it  done.  The  Governor  is  doing  as 
much  work  as  all  the  rest  of  the  Boats,  b^t  the  price  of 
freight  is  so  low  she  cant'  make  much  money.  I  was  com- 
pelled to  give  in  the  tax  for  the  State  on  the  whole  amt. 
of  the  income  or  dividends.  I  suppose  you  understood 
that  and  did  not  give  in  your  dividend.  If  so  you  did 
wrong.  All  the  taxes  of  the  Company  have  been  paid  by 
the  Agents.  When  B.  G.  gets  here  we  will  consolidate  the 
two  boats  into  one  company.  I  have  as  yet  got  no  settle- 
ment of  our  l^orthern  debts  but  think  I  will  do  so  soon.  I 
shall  have  to  pay  all  that  is  paid.  Our  mule  operation 
turned  out  poor.  Just  as  we  started  off  with  our  mules 
cotton  and  Gold  liUmber  Turpentine  and  all  were  fully 
fresh.  We  drove  them  to  Savannah,  Ga.  and  part  of  them 
back  to  Lumberton  before  we  sold  them  and  had  to  sell 
many  for  notes  and  acceptancy  which  do  not  fall  due  till 
ISTov.  I  think  I  may  get  out  of  the  Rosin  operation  with 
a  loss  of  $1000.  and  shall  think  I  have  done  well.  If  I 
could  have  got  through  with  the  job  could  have  made  each 
$12000.00  Business  is  dull  here  and  I  see  but  little 
chance  for  improvement.  I  will  not  attempt  business  till 
I  see  things  settle  down  to  something. 

What  corns,  business  I  do  I  cannot  get  paid  for.  No 
one  talks  of  paying  an  old  debt.  I  do  not  know  what  to 
do  with  my  children  they  must  go  to  school.  I  had  hoped 
to  be  able  to  send  John  to  Chapel  Hill  but  I  find  I  cannot. 
Is  it  a  good  school  and  about  what  is  the  cost  of  sending 
there.  John  has  a  good  head  and  would  make  a  man  if 
he  has  a  chance,  is  a  sober  and  steady  as  can  be,  let  me  know 
what  you  think  of  the  thing  in  full. 
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Barzillai  is  making  money  fast  in  IsT,  Y.  but  his  chil- 
dren will  be  forever  ruined  if  he  does  not  get  them  under 
his  immediate  eye  and  attention.  They  are  wild  and  al- 
most crazy.  I  hope  he  may  be  able  to  get  them  where  they 
can  be  managed.  As  soon  as  we  get  The  Host  done  and 
the  Election  is  over  we  shall  send  for  3'on  and  such  of  your 
friends  as  you  may  choose  to  bring  to  come  down  on  a 
frollic  to  Washington. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  for  the  Holden  faction  to  make 
a  showing  in  this  County  again  in  fact  he  has  but  a  few 
a  very  few  followers  left  here,  and  you  will  get  almost 
double  the  vote  you  got  before.  Your  circular  is  as  non- 
committal as  I  could  wish.  I  think  the  true  plan  is  not 
to  make  a  pledge  or  commit  yourself  on  any  thing.  I  fear 
old  Pell  does  you  harm  now  and  then  by  pitching  into 
such  men  as  Pool,  Dick,  etc.  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
a  Judge.     Love  to  all. 


From  B.  S.  Hedricl-. 

Washington,  D.  C.  June  IJ^,  1866. 
Pardon  matters.  After  a  good  deal  of  delay  a  small  parcel  of  Pardons 

have  been  issued,  and  will  I  understand  be  sent  to  you 
direct  from  the  President's  office.  Of  this  number  G.  W. 
Purifoy  of  Orange  and  Wm.  B.  Edmundson  of  Wayne, 
(now  living  in  Wilmington),  have  written  letters  to  me 
stating  that  they  write  at  your  suggestion,  and  that  they 
are  much  in  need  of  their  pardons.  I  put  in  two  Jones 
of  Wake,  hoping  thereby  to  get  the  right  Jones,  viz  Red- 
ding Jones  and  J.  M.  Jones.  I  could  find  no  papers  from 
any  other  Jones  from  Wake.  Atwell  of  Rowan  is  a  neigh- 
bor of  my  father,  so  I  put  him  in.  S.  A.  Norfleet  and 
Cotton  of  Bertie  I  put  in  at  the  request  of  Hon.  John  Pool, 
and  he  will  take  charge  of  them.  As  it  is  impossible  to 
get  the  whole  issued  at  once  I  selected  about  fifty  at  ran- 
dom, and  from  such  information  as  I  had,  and  asked  that 
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they  be  issued  at  once,  and  I  think. they  will  be.  There 
are  about  five  hundred  remaining  to  be  signed,  in  fact 
most  of  those  announced  as  pardoned  by  Holden  previous 
to  the  last  election.  The  pardons  belonging  to  that  list 
you  will  early  recognize,  as  they  are  all  dated  in  Xov. 
1865.  They  were  filled  up  at  that  time,  but  for  some  rea- 
son went  to  the  garret  of  the  State  Dept.  instead  of  going 
to  the  Executive  Mansion. 


To  J.  J/.   Coffin. 

Raleigh.  June  15/66. 

Yours  of  the  13th  inst.  is  reed. 

I  had  decided  some  time  ago  to  tender  you  the  appoint- 
ment of  proxy  for  the  State  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of  X.  C.  R.  R.  D.  A.  Davis  will  ex- 
pect the  appointment  as  Director.  If  you  and  he  and  my 
friend  Dr.  Ramsey  can  arrange  the  matter  satisfactorily 
I  will  be  glad. 

I  would  be  glad  to  say  much  to  you — have  not  time. 
When  you  come  to  Raleigh  make  my  house  your  home. 

Salisbuky. 


in  North  Carolina. 


From  B.  S.  Hedricl'. 

Wasiiixgtox,  D.  C.  June  15,  1866. 

I  received  this  morning  yours  of  the  13th  inclosing  your  A.ivice  as  to  anairs 
circular.  I  heartily  approve  of  every  sentiment  in  it,  and 
have  no  fault  with  any  words  except  as  indicated  in  my 
letter  of  yesterday.  I  shall  be  really  glad  if  our  people 
will  all  agree  to  re-elect  you  without  opposition,  for  there 
is  so  much  to  be  done  yet  before  what  you  have  undertaken 
is  accomplished,  that  I  wish  that  the  people  may  give  you 
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such  hearty  and  uiuisnal  support  as  will  make  vou  inde- 
i;)endent  of  parties  and  factious. 

If  the  Couventiou  is  detenuiued  to  have  a  Lieut.  Gov. 
then  of  course  there  must  be  candidates  for  it.  But  I 
would  prefer  the  old  way  of  having  the  President  of  the 
State  Senate  the  Lieut.  Gov.  instead  of  making  a  Lieut. 
Gov.  to  be  ex-officio  President  of  the  Senate.  If  they 
should  make  the  office  of  Lieut.  Gov.  an  office  to  be  filled 
by  the  people,  I  think  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  the  office 
of  Sec.  of  State  also  elected  by  the  people.  The  State 
ticket  would  then  embrace  Gov.,  Lieut.  Gov.  and  Sec.  of 
State. 

If  different  parties  in  the  State  insist  upon  a  trial  of 
strength,  then  the  plan  of  running  two  tickets,  one  say 
with  you  and  Ferrebee,  and  the  other  with  you  and  Settle 
or  Dick,  I  do  not  think  a  great  deal  of  harm  would  come 
of  it.  It  might  perhaps  be  the  means  of  recovering  party 
strength.  But  in  such  a  combat  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the 
ticket  with  Col.  Perebee  on  it  would  run  behind  the  one 
with  Dick  or  Settle.  In  the  first  place  the  West  has  the 
most  votes,  and  they  would  likely  go  for  the  man  from 
that  end  of  the  State,  and  in  the  2nd  place  those  w^ho  go 
with  Mr.  Pell's  views  are  in  a  minority  in  the  State.  But 
for  having  the  embodiment  of  Secession  and  demogjguing 
in  the  person  of  Holden  for  a  candidate  the  party  that 
Lloldcn  wished  to  vote  for  him  woidd  have  carried  the 
State.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  would  have  been  of 
any  great  advantage.  I  rather  think  that  we  have  a  bet- 
ter chance  to  get  rid  of  old  devil  issues  and  parties  by  (ho 
course  that  things  have  taken.  By  next  year  there  will 
be  new  issues  and  new  ]:)arties,  when  every  one  can  arrange 
himself  according  to  his  o|)])ortunities.  This  year  it  is 
better  to  cultivate  good  feeling  and  endeavor  to  assuage 
party  feelings.  The  people  need  to  be  better  informed  in 
regard  to  national  affairs  than  they  are  likely  to  be  under 
tlie  })resent  order  of  things.      It  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
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not  a  pa])er  in  the  State  that  treats  national  affairs  so  as 
to  command  respect  for  disinterested  parties  abroad.  T'ntil 
they  can  do  that  they  cannot  expect  to  have  any  weiiiht 
with  those  opposed  to  them. 

Coh  E.  W.  Jones  of  Plymonth  has  resigned  as  Collector 
of  Internal  Revenne  for  the  1st  Collection  District  and  it 
is  necessary  to  find  a  snitable  man  to  succeed  him.  I  think 
that  ::\rr.  W.  H.  Ritch  of  Beanfort  County  (town  of  Wash- 
ington) will  be  the  best  man  in  the  District.  Mr.  Kitch 
was  a  thorough  union  man  throughout  the  war.  He  went 
oif  with  Holden  last  summer  but  I  think  was  satisfied  be- 
fore he  got  through  the  year  that  he  had  gone  into  bad 
company.  He  and  Col.  Jones  are  good  friends,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  let  Mr.  Ritch  have 
the  place.  He  suffered  greatly  in  property  during  the  war. 
Would  you  be  willing  to  recommend  Mr.  Ritch,  or  would 
you  prefer  some  other  man  ?  Mr.  Ritch  was  a  resident 
of  Washington,  jSi".  C.  many  years  before  the  war,  and  is 
a  man  of  good  business  capacity  and  of  sterling  integrity. 

With  highest  regards, 

[P.  S.] — I  think  it  would  be  best  to  publish  the  par- 
dons as  received. 


From  Lewis  Banes,  to  Dr.  J.  IT.  Jones. 

SxV.LisBURY  X.  C.  June  10th  ISOO. 
I  expected  to  have  received  a  package  of  money  from 
you  this  morning,  but  was  disappointed.  Since  I  saw  you 
I  have  received  a  little  from  other  sources,  and  my  pros- 
l^ects  generally  look  much  better,  my  list  of  subscribers  as 
well  as  my  advertising  patronage  is  on  the  increase.  If 
you  can  succeed  in  getting  me  $150.  or  $200.  I  think  I 
can  get  along,  relying  upon  something  from  my  friends  in 
Raleigh.  I  have  stated  in  my  paper  that  The  Old  North 
State  was  now  established  upon  a  permanent  basis  and  ap- 
pealed to  my  friends  to  aid  me  in  extending  my  circula- 
tion. 
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I  have  had  to  borrow  to  $125  upon  the  hope  of  getting 
that  much  in  a  few  days  through  you.  If  voii  can  do  any- 
thing please  attend  to  it  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  I 
hope  you  haye  seen  my  last  paper. 


To  B.  8.  Hedricl: 

Raleigh,  June  IGth  1866. 
Explaining  his  The  Xortli  and  the  South,  as  sections,  were  lately  ar- 

language  in  . 

circiiiar.  rayed  against  each  other  as  armed  beligerants.     All  the 

people  in  each  section  did  not  concur  in  the  war,  but  the 
great  body  of  the  people  arrayed  themselves  on  the  side  of 
their  sections.  The  words  in  my  late  communications  to 
which  you  excejDt,  ^'late  foes"  or  ''those  whom  we  lately 
called  our  enemies"  were  used  but  as  synonymous  with  a 
longer  phrase,  "the  people  of  the  States  who,  during  the 
late  rebellion,  did  not  join  the  Confederacy,  but  adhered 
,  to  the  United  States."     They  were  certainly  our  late  foes. 

The  two  sections  were  at  w^ar  with  each  other.  I  am  truly 
gratified  that  the  main  sentiments  of  my  address  to  the 
public  meet  your  approval.  I  am  not  able  to  perceive  the 
force  of  your  objection  and  hope,  on  reflection,  you  will 
arrive  at  my  conclusion,  that  the  difference  is  simply  one 
of  taste  and  verbiage,  having  nothing  substantial  in  it. 

Pardon  matters.  It  will  Scarcely  be  possible  for  me  to  make  you  realise 

the  labor  and  trouble  to  which  I  am  subjected  in  explain- 
ing to  the  five  or  six  hundred  men,  published  as  pardoned. 
in  Oct.  and  JSTov.  last,  why  their  pardons  do  not  come  to 
hand.  You  say  I  can  recognize  these  "as  they  are  dated 
in  jSTov.  1865.  They  were  filled  up  at  that  time  but  for 
some  reason  went  into  the  garret  of  the  State  Dept.,  in- 
stead of  going  to  the  executive  mansion."  I  can  give  no 
satisfactory  explanation  as  to  these  petitioners,  officially 
advertised  as  pardoned  in  Oct.  and  l^ov.  last. 

At  present  the  opposing  elements  seem  to  conspire  in 
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re-electing  me  Govr,  without  opposition.  The  extremes 
unite  on  me,  with  reluctance — And  some  of  my  very  zeal- 
ous friends  injure  me.  Every  indiscretion  of  any  paper 
supporting-  me  is  hel<l  up  by  Ilolden  as  my  indiscretion.  I 
have  no  news-paper  organ  and  never  have  had.  T  am 
justly  responsible  only  for  what  appears  over  my  name. 
Mr.  Pell  is  my  sincere  friend  but  he  says  much  which  I 
would  prefer  were  left  unsaid.  Ilolden  is  politically  dead. 
I  fear  father  Pell's  galvanic  battery  imparts  some  vitality  . 
to  him. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


From  J.  M.  Leach. ^ 

Washington,  D.  C.  June  10th  1S66. 

The  Collectorship  of  Wilmington  is  narrowed  down  be- 
tween J.  P.  Foster  a  friend  of  yours  who  worked  for  your 
election,  and  a  Lt.  Fuller  ex  United  States  Quarter  Master 
and  Massachusetts  radical  and  against  you.  Foster  is 
well-qualified  and  has  recommendations  of  Wilmington 
merchants,  Secty.  McCulloch  will  appoint  him  on  your 
recommendation.  Please  telegraph  to  stay  matters  and 
write  immediately.  I  am  here  for  McLean  and  Genl. 
Scales. 


1  James  M.  Leach,  of  Davidson,  was  educated  at  West  Point.  He 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  North  CaroHna.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  1848  to  1856,  1865  to  1867,  and  in  1879.  He  was 
a  member  of  Congress  from  1859  to  1861,  and  from  1871  to  1875.  He 
was  a  Colonel  in  the  Confederate  service  and  a  member  of  the  Con. 
federate  Congress. 
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From  Tyre  Yorh. 
Trap  Hill,  X.  C.  June  10,  IS 66. 
Political  matters.  J  ^nitlerstand  General  Leach  is  tO'  oppose  you  this  sum- 
mer on  a  general  repudiation  platform  which  is  very  ob- 
noxious to  our  peoi^le.  I  am  very  much  suii^rised  at  the 
General  to  throw  his  ship  upon  such  a  boisterous  sea,  but 
nevertheless  men  sometimes  have  to  be  taught  a  lesson  and 
I  think  the  General  will  learn  one  this  summer  that  he 
will  remember  a  long  time. 

Gov.  let  me  say  to  you  in  the  way  of  a  stimulant  that 
your  vote  will  be  much  increased  in  the  west  in  our  county 
on  last  election  your  vote  was  small  but  this  time  I  feel 
sure  you  will  carry  the  county  by  a  handsome  majority — 
people  do  not  like  the  principle  of  repudiating  private  con- 
tracts and  will  not  support  any  man  who  favors  such.  I 
do  not  expect  to  become  a  candidate  this  summer  again  but 
expect  to  make  several  speeches  in  your  behalf,  and  think 
most  of  the  candidates  will  be  your  friends  though  I  do 
not  want  you  to  fall  slack  in  your  eiforts.  I  will  write  you 
again  before  long  and  let  you  know  how  times  are,  etc.,  etc. 


To  Z.  B.  Vance. 

Raleigh^  June  17/66. 
You  will  see  in  the  Standard  to-day  that  notice  is  made 
to  you  and  Jo.  Turner  as  desiring  to  be  appointed  Prest. 
of  the  ]^.  C.  R.  R.  Your  letter  to  me  was  marked  coiifi- 
dential.  It  is  possible  you  may  think  I  have  spoken  of 
your  expression  indiscreetly.  This  is  not  the  case.  Col. 
Little,  Mr.  Pell  and  others  of  your  ardent  friends,  without 
any  agency  of  mine,  in  some  way  unknown  to  me  got 
knowledge  of  your  wishes  and  pressed  the  matter  on  me 
so  vehementlv  that  I  was  forced  to  make  to  them  the  same 
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explanation  I  made  to  von.  Yon  nmst  have  contided  your 
wishes  to  others  besides  nie — and  petty  demons  of  the 
Raleigh  press  have  by  some  means  gotten  hold  of  it.  I 
ean't  breathe  alond  but  some  indiscreet  friend  ..r  base 
seonndrel  misconceives  or  inverts  or  ]-»erverts  wluit  I  say 
or  what  I  do  not  sav. 


From  J.  31.  LcacJi. 
\_TcIegra)n.^ 
Washingto^t,  D.  C.  June  17th  ISHii. 
The  Foster  I  reqnest  you  to  reconnnend  is  a  conserva- 
tive gentleman  not  of  conrse  the  would    be  mend)er    of 
Congress.     The  President  and   Secretary  desire  and  wait 
yonr  recommendation  for  yonr  friend  Foster.     Please  for- 
ward by  telegraph  and  letter. 


To  ]1\  H.  Seward. 

Raleigh,  June  IS  1860. 

On  the  10th  Oct.  1865  our  State  Convention  passed  an  pardon  matters, 
ordinance  that  all  persons  who  had  proffered  petitions  for 
pardon  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  29th 
May  last,  and  whose  pardons  should  be  announced  by  the 
Governor,  although  the  pardon  shoidd  not  have  been  re- 
ceived, should  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  for  Gover- 
nor, members  of  Assembly,  etc  to  take  place  on  the  Dth 
iSTov.  following.  On  the  20th  Oct.  some  -100  petitions  ap- 
peared to  have  been  forwarded  and  within  a  few  days 
thereafter  100  more  were  sent,  all  recommended  for  par- 
don. And  on  the  31st  Oct.  and  for  a  few  days  thereafter 
some  600  names  were  announced  by  the  Prov.  Govr.,  in 
the  Standard  newspaper  of  this  City,  as  pardoned.  These 
pardons  so  announced  did  not  come  to  hand  when  I  en- 
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tered  on  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Civil  Govr.  on  the 
28th  Deer.  last.  I  have  made  repeated  efforts  through 
Gov.  Swain,  ]\Ir.  Hedrick  of  your  city,  and  others  to  get 
these  pardons.  It  is  represented  to  me  that  upon  their 
passing  the  Atto.  General's  office,  they  were  advertised  as 
pardoned,  but  that  they  are  still  detained  in  your  depart- 
ment. 

I  am  grievously  annoyed  in  answering  inquiries  in  rela- 
tion to  these  pardons.  From  various  considerations,  all 
who  have  been  led  to  believe  by  the  official  announcement 
that  their  pardons  have  been  granted,  are  importunate  to 
get  the  evidence  of  it — and  hard  to  satisfy  as  to  the  de- 
tention. 

I  beg  you,  if  there  be  not  sufficient  reason  to  the  con- 
trary, that  these  pardons,  officially  announced  by  Gov. 
Holden  as  granted  last  Fall  may  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  me' 

If  a  list  of  them  be  required,  I  Avill  forward  it.  Mr. 
Hedrick  has  the  Standard  of  31  Oct.,  announcing  some 
five  hundred  of  them.  I  forwarded  it  to  him  to  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  Prest.  or  to  you  or  some  proper  officer. 

I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  from  pressing  the  matter  upon 
your  attention.  I  am  supplied  with  inadequate  clerical 
force  and  continually  compelled  to  answer  inquiries  about 
these  advertised  pardons,  without  being  able  to  give  any 
satisfactory  explanation. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


[^Teleciram.'] 
To  Hvgh  McCuUocli. 

Raletgii.  June  ISth  1S66. 
I  am  assured  by  a  reliable  merchant    of  Wilmington, 
that  Richard  Savage  is  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  mer- 
chants of  that  place  as  Collector  of  the  port  of  Wilming- 
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ton.    He  resides  in  ISTew  York,  but  is  a  native  of  Wilming- 
ton.    I  hope  he  will  ho  appointed.     Will  write  Ly  mail. 
Washington^  D.  C. 


To  TliKjli  McCuIIoch. 

Raleigh  June  18  1866. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Leach 
of  this  State,  now  in  vonr  city,  informing  me  that  J.  P. 
Foster  and  a  Lt  Fuller  are  competing  for  the  Collector- 
ship  at  AVilmington  X.  C.  and  desiring  me  to  recommend 
the  former.  I  know  nothing  of  either  beyond  what  he 
states.  Upon  the  facts,  as  stated  by  him,  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  preferring  Foster.  I  have  written  to  Wil- 
mington for  information.  If  you  desire  it,  I  will  rec- 
ommend, as  soon  as  I  am  sufficiently  informed  to  warrant 
me  in  making  a  recommendation.  I  have  asked  for  an 
answer  from  Wilmington  by  telegram. 

Washington  D.   C. 


To  Hugh  McCidlocli. 

Ealeigh,  June  18  1806. 
I  have  received  two  telegrams  from  Washington  City 
from  a  citizen  of  this  State,  within  the  past  two  days,  noti- 
fying me  that  a  Mr.  Foster  and  a  ]\Ir.  Fuller  were  com- 
peting for  the  appointment  of  Collector  at  the  port  of 
Wilmington  IST.  C.  !N"ot  knowing  anything  about  either  of 
them,  I  sent  a  telegram  to  a  discreet  merchant  in  W^ilming- 
ton  inquiring  whether  the  one  or  the  other  would  be  ac- 
ceptable; and  in  the  event  some  one  who  could  take  the 
oath,  would  be  preferable  to  either  of  them,  to  advise  me. 
I  have  received  for  answer  that  Eichard  Savage,  native  of 
Wilmington  and  now  residing  in  New  York,  is  the  "unani- 
mous choice  of  the  merchants  of  Wilmington."    I  have  no 
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hesitation  in  reconimendinii;-  the  ajipointnient  of  Mr.   Sav- 
age in  preference  to  either  of  the  other  competitors. 


To  J.  0.  Bamsey. 

Ealeigh   June  19th  1SG6. 
To  enable  ns  to  understand  and  perform  onr  responsible 
Concerning  dutics  as  to  the  ai^poiiitmeiit  of  Directors  on  the  several 

ments*  appoin  -  j^g^jij-Q^jg  J  ]2ave  proposed  to  Mr.  Winston  and  obtained 
his  concurrence  that  we  attend  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  of  each  Company  and  appoint  the  State  Di- 
rectors after  collecting  all  the  information  we  can.  I  have 
mentioned  the  design  to  a  number  of  men  of  intelligence 
and  all  concede  it  is  a  jjroper  departure  from  old  usage. 

The  annual  meetings,  so  far  as  I  have  ascertained  the 
times  and  places  of  meeting  are  as  follows — 

A.  &.  J^.  C.  E.  R.  Beaufort  last  Thursday  in  June 

R.  &.   G.  R.   R.        Raleigh     first          "      '  July 

N.   C.   R.   R.              Hillsboro  second     "  " 

W.  ^.  C.  R.  R.                        last          "  Aug. 

W.  &.  W ,.  .       Wilmington  Xovr. 

I  hojDe  you  will  concur  in  this  plan.  By  letter  of  Govr, 
Morehead  reed  this  morning  he  informs  me  that  he,  Dr. 
Holt  and  Will.  Murdock  will  leave  Co.'s  Shops  on  Tues- 
day morning  26  and  examine  the  road  to  Goldsboro  and 
on  Wed.  and  Thursday  go  to  Xewbern  and  Beaufort.  They 
will  go  on  a  special  train.  He  invites  us  to  go  with  them. 
I  wish  to  accept  the  invitation.  Will  you  join  them  at 
the  shops  ? 

On  consultation  with  Mr.  Winston,  I  find  we  cannot 
accept  Gov.  Morehead's  invitation.  We  will  go  down  by 
the  train  leaving  here  Wednesday  night  about  9   o'clock. 

Rowan  Mills. 
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To  John  M.  Morehead. 

Raleigh.  June  19th  1806. 

I  have  decided  to  attend  all  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Raiiroart  api-iint- 
R.  R.  stockholders  with  my  board,  bnt  cannot  join  yon.   I 
will  go  down  Wednesday  night  with  ^Ii-.  Winston  and  Dr. 
Ramsey. 

The  provision  in  the  charters  of  several  of  the  roads  re- 
quiring the  Gov.  and  Council  to  appoint  Directors  I  re- 
gard as  repealed  by  the  act  subsequently  passed  conferring 
this  power  on  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement.  This 
is  the  inteiq:)retation  given  to  the  act  by  all  administrations 
since  its  passage. 

Our  party  may  come  back  with  you. 

Greexsboeo. 


To  James  L.  Orr. 

Raleigh  June  19/66. 
Since  writing  you  a  few  days  ago  I  find  our  Convention 
has  rej^ealed  the  11th  Sec.  of  our  law  relating  to  free  ne- 
groes whereby  an  attempt  to  commit  a  rape  by  a  negro  on 
a  white  female  was  made  a  capital  felony, — the  attempt 
to  commit  this  crime  by  a  white  man  not  being  a  felony. 
This  discrimination  was  made  the  grounds  of  complaint 
by  the  officers  of  the  Freedmeu's  bureau  and  our  Conven- 
tion by  the  repeal  of  the  two  provisos  to  Sec.  9  and  the 
ordinance  which  I  inclose  have  sought  to  avoid  all  pretext 
of  interference  with  our  Courts  in  the  administration  of 
justice  where  one  of  the  parties  is  a  negro. 


To  B.  S.   Guion. 

Raleigh  Ju)ie  20/66. 
The  constant  pressure  of  imperative  business  and  the 
want  of  adequate  clerical  force  furnish  my  excnse  for  not 
giving  you  an  earlier  answer. 
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I  shall  appoint  directors  on  the  R.  R.  in  reference  to 
their  fitness  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  them  and 
do  not  propose  to  ask  and  do  not  desire  to  know  for  whom 
they  will  vote  as  Supt. 

I  thank  you  for  the  courteous  terms  in  which  you  have 
submitted  your  inquiry. 

I  shall  attend,  with  my  hoard,  all  the  annual  meetings 
of  the  stockholders  and  there  appoint  the  State  Directors. 
It  is  not  yet  decided  whom  we  will  appoint. 

LiXrOLlN'TON. 


To  Alex.  M.  Davis.'- 

Ealeigh,  June  20  1866. 
Desmution  in  the  ^^  ^.^^^^^.  request  I  make  the  following  statement  as  to 
the  destitution  of  certain  counties  in  this  State.  This  in- 
formation is  derived  from  the  members  representing  these 
counties  in  the  Convention  now  sitting  here,  and  other  re- 
liable sources. 

Cherrjwille,  the  terminus  of  the 
Wilmington,  Charlotte  and  Ruth- 
erford R.  R.  is  the  most  conven- 
ient Depot.  The  most  expeditious 

route  is  by  Portsmouth  Ya.  and  this  city  and  Charlotte 

K  C. 

Buncombe  County — Depo — Morganton — Via  Portsmouth, 
Va.  Raleigh  and  Salisbury  IST.  C. 

Madison  County — Depo  Greenville  Te.  by  R.  R.  from 
Richmond  to  Chattanooga. 

These  remote  Western  Counties  were  devasted  by  the 
contending  armies,  and  by  robbers  not  in  either  army. 
They  were  s,tri])]ied,  not  only  of  food,  but  of  tlie  horses 
and  mules  necessary  to  make  a  full  crop.  They  had  not 
an  adequate  amount  of  seed  wheat  and  corn  and  potatoes. 


Catawba     County 

) 

Cleveland 

) 

Rutherford      " 

) 

Polk 

) 

1  One  of  the  staft'  of  the  New  York  Tribune. 
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At  the  close  of  the  war  they  had  no  money  and  almost 
literally  nothing  to  sell.  There  being  no  Bank  of  disconnt 
in  the  State  and  public  and  private  credit  almost  annihi- 
lated, it  has  been  impossible  even  for  those  left  with  prop- 
erty, to  procure  provisions.  Many  well  to  do  in  the  world. 
I  am  assured,  cannot  get  enough  bread,  and  many  appre- 
hend that  actual  starvation  will  occur.  The  State  has 
neither  money  nor  credit  to  spare  for  their  relief. 

If  the  benevolent  associations  jSTorth,  of  which  you  spoke 
to  me,  are  disposed  to  do  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  these 
destitute  people,  let  them  send  flour  or  corn.  Many  of 
them  say  give  us  bread,  and  we  will  do  without  meat. 

If  any  thing  shall  be  sent  to  Madison  County,  Geo.  W. 
Gahagan,  P.  O.  Marshall,  Madison  County,  IST.  C.  assured 
me  he  would  distribute  it  to  the  most  needy.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Convention  which  is  expected  to  adjourn 
two  or  three  days  hence. 

If  any  thing  be  sent  for  the  other  Counties  and  I  shall 
be  notified  of  it,  I  will  procure  suitable  men  to  make 
proper  distribution  of  it. 

I  could  buy  and  forw^ard  corn  from  the  Eastern  Coun- 
ties if  I  had  money. 

The  Asst.  Comr.  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau,  on  the  Sth 
May  last,  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  a  resolution,  offered 
in  Congress,  by  Mr.  Kelly  and  adopted  on  1  May  last, 
looking  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  in  the  late  insurgent 
States.  I  immediately  requested  the  Sheriffs  of  the  differ- 
ent Counties  to  report  to  said  Comr.  the  condition  of  their 
several  Counties.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  subsequent  ac- 
tion looking  to  the  supplying  of  the  destitute. 


To  A.  S.  Merrimon. 

Ealeigh,  June  20  1866. 
I  have  forwarded  your  report  as  to  the  Ledfords.     I  Relating  to  charges 

''  '-  •  J       IT    iS'""^*'  Coleman. 

called  on  Mr.  Henry  and  let  him  read  what  you  said.    He 
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responded  fully  endorsing  your  narration.  I  requested 
him  to  put  his  statement  in  writing  to  he  forwarded  with 
yours.  He  limited  his  written  statement  to  a  certificate 
that  you  are  an  impartial  judge,  and  a  wish  that  your  sug- 
gestion as  to  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  inquire 
how  justice  has  been  administered  in  this  State.  He  spoke 
in  high  tenns  of  Col  Coleman's  conduct  as  Solicitor,  but 
made  no  reference  to  him  in  his  certificate.  He  declined 
to  certify  the  correctness  of  your  narrative  of  the  facts, 
on  the  ground  that  his  memory,  on  reflection,  did  not  en- 
tirely accord  with  yours. 

In  forwarding  yours  and  Henry's  certificates  I  made  no 
reference  to  your  suggestion  as  to  a  commission  to  examine 
into  the  administration  of  justice,  emphatically  asserted 
my  belief  that  justice  was  as  ably  and  impartially  admin- 
istered in  IsT.  C.  as  in  any  State  in  the  Union  and  com- 
mended your  narrative  to  careful  consideration. 

I  peremptorily  refused  to  pardon  the  Henderson  rioter 
without  your  recommendation  and  am  glad  I  resisted  it. 
Gash  and  Jones  joined  in  the  petition.  I  am  surprised 
they  did  so. 

I  will  grant  no  pardon  on  an  ex  parte  petition,  without 
hearing  from  the  judge  who  tried  the  case. 

The  Holden  men  now  threaten  to  bring  out  Dockery 
against  me  with  Settle  as  Lt.  Govr. 

P.  S. — I  am  satisfied  that  certain  men  here  do  Col. 
Coleman  great  injustice. 


From  B.  S.  Hedrich 

Washington,  D.  C.  June  20th  ISGG. 

^oiuic?™""*'  ^  ^^'^^'^  ^^^^  yet  received  Monday's   (18th)   Sentinel,  so 

I  do  not  know  what  it  may  contain,  but  I  have  Tuesdav's 
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(19th)  and  sec  from  it  that  the  last  small  lot  of  pardons 
has  been  received.  I  do  not  now  a  days  see  the  Xew  Bern 
"Times"  and  do  not  know  what  fault  he  finds  with  voiir 
circular,  but  judge  from  the  slight  extracts  found  in  the 
"Sentinel"  that  the  "Times"  finds  it  rather  dithcnll  to 
''gnaw." 

The  latest  sensation  is  that  W.  W.  lloldcu  has  lu'cn 
nominated  for  Minister  to  San  Salvador.  I  think  that 
this  proves  what  I  have  often  said  that  Holden  has  com- 
pletely humbugged  the  President  as  to  his  antecedents. 
Forne}"  last  summer  puffed  up  Holden  as  an  ultra  Union 
man,  who  had  been  fighting  Jeff.  D.  for  four  years.  This 
nomination  of  Holden  will  bring  matters  to  a  head,  unless 
Holden  has  the  smartness  to  decline  in  advance  of  any  ac- 
tion by  the  Senate.  But  should  the  President  leave  his 
nomination  before  the  Senate,  as  I  hope  he  will,  the  Senate 
must  either  confirm  or  reject  him.  If  he  is  confirmed  the 
horror  of  radicals  about  "traitors"  for  office,  will  be  pretty 
well  shoMTi  up.  If  they  reject  him  it  will  be  for  cause, 
and  then  the  people  of  X.  C.  will  learn  a  few  things  about 
the  influence  of  the  great  h.unibug  W.  W.  H. 

Gen.  Leach,  Bob.  McLain  and  Alf.  Scales  are  here. 
Leach  says  he  has  been  several  times  solicited  to  run 
against  you,  but  that  it  is  all  given  up  now\ 

There  is  still  some  contest  here  about  collector  of  Wil- 
mington. I  have  not  got  the  straight  of  the  matter.  A 
man  named  Fuller,  and  another  named  Foster  are  now 
the  contestants.  Savage  was  in  on  one  side  of  a  triangular 
fight,  but  I  think  has  withdravm.  I  have  taken  no  part 
with  either.  I  did  not  know  till  recently  that  Mr.  Quince 
was  to  be  removed.  Had  I  kno^\m  that  there  was  to  be  a 
change  I  should  have  urged  my  brother  John  A.  Hedrick 
for  the  place.  He  has  served  four  years  at  Beaufort,  X. 
C.  and  I  believe  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Department. 
The  charges  alleged  against  Mr.  Quince  are  that  he  is  neg- 
ligent and  inelficient.  Fuller  and  Foster  are  both  recently 
from  the  Xorth. 
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Mr.  Bond  of  Edenton  on  your  recommendation  has  been 
nominated  for  Collector  of  Int.  Eev.  for  the  1st  Dist.  I 
do  not  know  much  about  him,  but  if  he  has  sufficient  busi- 
ness tact,  will  I  judge  make  a  faithful  officer.  He  is  favor- 
ably spoken  of  by  Judge  Brooks  and  others  who  know  him. 
I  thought  Mr.  Ritch  would  have  been  the  better  man,  but 
do  not  know  enough  of  Mr.  Bond  to  form  an  opinion. 

P.  S.  The  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  I  feel  that 
Holden  has  urged  for  this  nomination  as  Minister  only 
for  the  purpose  of  declining.  It  may  be  that  he  thinks 
he  can  get  confirmed  and  then  decline.  In  this  I  think 
he  will  run  considerable  risk. 


From  Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

HiLLSBORO  June  20tli  IS 66. 

I  have  just  had  a  talk  with  Samuel  Means.  I  deem  him 
a  special  good  director. 

He  thinks  it  would  be  bad  policy  for  the  Governor  to  at- 
tend the  various  meetings  soon  to  be  held  of  the  different 
corporations  in  the  State.  His  reasons  were  that  there 
were  so  many  to  be  disappointed  and  dissatisfied  that  the 
Governor  had  better  do  it  at  a  distance,  it  would  not  hurt 
so  bad.  Morehead  he  said  would  certainly  be  a  stock- 
holder-director. He  thought  the  appointment  should  be 
made  a  few  days  before  the  meeting.  He  did  not  tell  you 
so  but  the  more  he  thought  of  it  the  more  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  correctness  of  his  opinions.  I  wrote  you  a 
week  ago  as  to  Starbuck,  asking  if  he  was  to  be  a  director 
please  inform  me. 
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To  J.  M.  Lrarlt. 

Raleigh.  June  21  ISOG. 

The  Wilmington  merchants  say  that  Savage's  applica- 
tion was  withdrawn  only  when  told  that  Fuller  had  licen 
appointed — and  that  it  has  been  renewed. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  B.  S.  Bedrid: 

Raleigh.  June  21  ISOG. 

Savage  is  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  merchants  of 
Wilmington.  He  is  a  native  of  Wilmington,  He  reside.-! 
in  New  York — can  take  the  oath.  I  have  recommended 
him.     Hope  you  will  aid  in  getting  him  appointed. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  B.  S.  Hedvicl: 

Raleigh,  June  21  1866. 
I  sent  on  the  5th  Jan.,  in  niv  long  list,  a  petition  for  North '.Carolina 

'  ..  O  7  -T  politics. 

Jno.  B.  Cawthorn,  of  Warren. — 13th  Exception. — I  also 
sent  on  the  19th  Jan.  the  petition  of  Robt.  T.  Gray — - 
Forsythe — 1  exce^jtion — Wm.  B.  AVhitehead— Wilming- 
ton petitioned  20  Oct. — recommended  for  pardon  by 
Govr.  Holden.  iSTone  of  these  men  are  politicians  or  ever 
were  as  I  understand.  Each  of  them  has  special  reasons 
for  urging  his  pardon.  Try  to  get  them  and  much  oblige. 
The  friends  of  Holden  have  held  two  considerable  cau- 
cuses, last  night  and  the  night  before  to  bring  out  oppo- 
sition to  me.  Dockery  for  Govr.  and  Settle  for  Lt.  Govr. 
is  their  present  program.  Pool  and  Dick  and  Thompson 
and  many  others  oppose  this  scheme.     They  have  agreed 

41 
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to  postpone  for  the  present.  Settle  nrgcs  the  thing.  I  do 
not  hear  of  the  defection  of  any  body  who  sn]iported  me 
last  Fall.  Vast  numbers  who  voted  for  Holden  are  new 
zealously  for  me.  If  I  can  repress  the  imprudent  zeal  of 
many  of  my  supporters  all  will  be  well. 

If  the  Senate  will  approve  and  II.  will  go  to  San  Salva- 
dor it  will  be  a  most  happy  riddance  to  this  State. 

Washington,  D.  C 


F)0)n  Messi's.  lloUand  and  Wilde)'. 
Yarborough  House,  [Raleigh  X.  C] 

June  21st  '66. 
Your  Excelly. 
Relating  to  We  Called  ui)on  the  Judge  Advocate,  but  he  thinks,  that 

Major  Gee.  ,  .  ^„    .  .    .  ^ 

his  othcial  position  would  make  it  inadvisable  for  him  to 
go  to  the  General  relative  to  the  Parol  for  Major  J.  H. 
Gee,^  and  hence  we  have  to  trouble  you  with  the  request 
that  your  Excellency  will  call  upon  the  General  this  fore- 
noon if  convenient,  for  that  purpose  (as  the  General  will 
not  l)e  likely  to  be  at  the  Head-Quarters  in  the  afternoon). 
Maj(u-  Gee  was  very  ill  yesterday',  and  will  not  even  admit 
his  actual  condition  except  to  his  friends,  anyone  however 
can  see  the  marked  change  in  him  for  the  worse  in  the  last 
ten  days. 

He  has  severe  dyspepsia,  and  a  terrible  cough.  We  are 
willing  to  give  any  kind  of  parole  or  security  that  may  l)e 
recpiired  for  his  not  leaving  such  limits  as  may  be  ])re- 
scribed — and  if  this  cannot  be  done — we  beg  he  may  be 
removed  from  the  dreadful  surroundings  which  are  at  the 
place  where  he  is.  If  the  General  will  even  ])erniit  him 
to  go  to  some  other  ]dace  or  roiun  and  designate  it  him- 
self we  will  give  any  ])arole  or  security    for  his    staying 


1  Major  .lohn  H.  Gee,  of  Florida,  was  tried  by  military  commission 
in  1866  for  cruelty  to  Union  prisoners  at  Salisbury,    lie  wsa  acquitted. 


Correspondence  of  Jonathan  "Worth.  043 

where  he  is  ordered.  The  suffering  condition  of  ihis  our 
friend  and  client  is  our  excuse  for  thus  troubling  you.  If 
he  is  acquitted  as  we  believe  it  is  dreadful  that  he  should 
be  thus  confined. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excelly's  Obt.  Servt. 

Holland  &  W^ii.dki; 
Counsel  for  J.  II .  (Ice. 


To  Dr.  Eugenie  (jIi  issoiii. 

Raleigh,  June  21    ISGO. 

Your  letter  some  weeks  ago  in  relation  to  the  Snpci'in- 
tendence  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  was  duly  received,  and  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Supervisors  was  laid  before  them 
and  spread  on  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings.  The  first 
question  Avhich  presented  itself  was  whether  the  olfice  of 
kSuperintendent  was  vacant,  and  if  not  vacant,  whether  we 
had  power  to  declare  it  vacant  and  appoint  another. 

I  did  not  know  then  nor  do  I  now  know  the  opinion  of 
any  one  of  the  Supervisors  (save  my  own)  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  a  change  as  to  Superintendent. 

W"e  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  place  was 
not  vacant  and  that  we  had  not  the  power  to  remove  the 
incumbent,  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  not  having 
expired  and  there  being  no  charge  preferred  or  proved  of 
infidelity  to  his  trust,  gross  immorality  or  incompetency 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  Rev.  Code  Chap.  0 
Sec.  8. 

I  mentioned  the  question  of  power  to  Mr.  Bynum,  be- 
cause I  had  heard  he  had  given  consideration  to  it,  and 
because  I  regard  him  as  a  good  man  and  learned  lawyer, 
and  he  e:ave  it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  office  was  not 
vacant,  and  I  have  heard  of  no  lawyer  who  dissents  from 
this  opinion.  I  have  heard  there  was  much  discussion  on 
the  subject  in  the  last  Genl  Assembly.     I  look  no  interest 
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in  and  beard  no  part  of  the  discussion,  and  never  under- 
stood bj  report  or  otherwise,  tbe  points  of  drift  of  tbo 
debate. 


From  B.  8.  Hedrich. 

Washington  D.  C.  June  22,  1866. 
North  Carolina  Your  dispatcb,  ill  rco'ard  to  Savaffe  was  received  this 

politics.  .-■-.'  °  ^        _         _ 

morning.  I  bad  beard  tbat  Fuller's  nomination  bad  been 
withdrawn  but  do  not  know  for  certain.  The  Sec.  of  tbe 
Treasury  is  very  strongly  in  favor  of  Fuller.  I  do  not 
know  for  what  reason.  He  was  nominated  at  the  urgent 
solicitation  of  tbe  Sec.  Tbe  President  is  in  favor  of  ap- 
pointing citizens  whenever  they  can  be  found  properly 
qualified.  So  tbe  best  plan  is  for  Mr.  Savage  to  see  tbe 
President.  Today  is  cabinet  day  and  so  no  chance  to  get 
in  tbe  White  House,  and  for  the  last  week  it  has  been  very 
difficult  to  get  an  interview  with  the  President. 

I  beard  tbat  you  bad  recommended  still  another  man 
for  Collector  of  the  1st  Dist.  Rev.  Dist.  as  Collector.  I 
think  Bond  and  Ritch  are  tbe  best  men  in  it  for  tbe  place. 

I  think  it  was  a  shabby  trick  of  the  Convention  to  put 
off  the  elections.  But  tbe  best  way  is  to  say  nothing  about 
it.  It  was  evidently  intended  as  a  sort  of  "Micawber" 
move  to  have  "something  turn  up."  But  let  them  fight 
each  other.  I  judge  from  what  I  hear  tbat  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  scheming  going  on  yet.  Leach  is  still  thinking  that 
he  would  make  good  material  for  a  Candidate,  but  I  judge 
that  bis  friends  will  think  differently.  Settle  also  is  urged. 
But  with  anything  like  prudence  on  tbe  part  of  your 
friends  I  believe  there  will  be  no  chance  for  a  respectable 
combination  against  you.  I  did  not  get  tbe  Sentinel  of 
Monday,  June  ISth.  I  would  like  to  see  it,  and  will  re- 
turn it  to  you. 

Mv  notion  is  tbat  it  is  best  to  let  tbe  various  factions  op- 
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posed  to  you  light  among  themselves,  and  not  do  anything 
that  would  cause  them  to  harmonize. 

I  decidedly  object  to  the  logic  of  Mr.  Pell's  leader  on 
the  Constitutional  Amendment  in  the  Sentinel  of  the  20th. 
By  the  present  constitution  treason  is  punishable  with 
death.  JSTow  it  is  not  ex  post  facto  to  prescribe  a  milder 
punislmient  for  a  crime  than  that  which  is  the  law  at  the 
time  of  the  offence.  In  fact  it  is  the  rule  of  criminal  prac- 
tice whenever  the  new  law  prescribes  a  milder  punishment 
to  take  that  instead  of  the  penalty  at  the  time  the  offence 
was  committed.  ISTow  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  exclusion 
from  office  is  a  harsher  punishment  than  hanging.  Be- 
sides I  believe  that  Congress  will  give  the  two  thirds  vote 
for  those  in  the  South  w^ho  are  hearty  friends  of  the  Const. 
At  present  the  complaints  against  the  unrepentant  rebels 
from  the  South  are  increasing.  The  President  is  con- 
stantly beset  by  persons  who  detest  outrages  every  where 
committed  against  union  men.  I  knew  very  well  that  one 
must  be  veiy  careful  now  uot  to  believe  everything  they 
hear  but  I  think  there  must  be  some  truth  in  the  state- 
ments that  numerous  indictments  are  being  found  against 
the  Union  men  in  the  Mountain  Counties  for  offences  com- 
mitted by  outlaws  and  others  who  refused  to  go  into  the 
rebellion.  It  would  have  been  better  if  the  Convention 
had  given  a  general  Amnesty  for  offences  growing  out  of 
the  Civil  War. 


To  ^y.  ^Y.  Land. 

Raleigh  June  23  1866. 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  some  days  ago  your  letter 
as  Chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  approaching  -ith  July,  inviting  me  to  at- 
tend and  participate  in  the  festivities  of  the  day.  I  have 
delayed  answering,  in  the  hope  that  I  could  make  cer- 
tain alterations  in  previous  business  arrangements,  where- 
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bv  I  could  accept  your  invitation.  I  have  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  making  such  arangements  but  still  entertain  the 
hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  be  present  with  you  on  the  in- 
teresting occasion. 

May  each  of  the  lately  alienated  sections  of  our  coun- 
try so  act  that  future  celebrations  of  our  Xational  anni- 
versary may  be  distinguished  by  genuine  fraternity  and 
concord  among  all  the  parts  of  our  complicated  govern- 
ment. 

xnTew  Bern. 


To  Josiah   Turner. 

Raleigh,  June  23/66. 
Railroad  matters.        From  what  I  can  learu  J.  L.  Morehead,  D.  A.  Davis, 
C.    P.    Mendenhall   and   Thos.    Webb   will  be   elected  by 
stockholders. 

Jo.  Turner,  Berry  (Thomas  or  Roberts)  Dr.  Mordecai 
and  Genl.  Means.  I  am  not  fully  decided  w^hether  I  will 
appoint  Jno.  W.  Thomas  or  B.  B.  Roberts  for  Davidson.  I 
cannot  decide  this  until  I  get  my  board  together.  This 
w^ill  leave  three  more  to  be  appointed  by  the  State.  The 
selection  will  probably  be  made  from  the  following 
names — Starbuck  or  Belo,  Salem — Mr.  Murdoch  Salis- 
bury or  O.  G.  Foard  Salisbury:  Jesse  H.  Lindsay  or  J. 
A.  Gilmer,  Greensboro,  Rufus  Tucker,  Wake,  P.  R.  Dick- 
inson, Wilmington.  I  think  I  shall  not  appoint  Star- 
buck. 

I  will  probably  attend  the  meeting  with  my  l)oard. 
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To  Lewis  If  (UK'S. 

IiAi,i:i(;ii,  June  2S/()(i. 

Tt  is  expedient  where  there  are  plenty  of  gcKxl  men  of 'taii'"'i'i  matters, 
all  ])olitieal  shades,  that  uiv  S  directors  shall  rei)resent  all 
of  them.  I  can't  tix  it  any  way  to  appoint  less  than  six 
old  Whigs — Jo.  Turner,  Means,  Dr.  Moore,  Jesse  11. 
Lindsay  or  Jno.  xV.  Gilmer,  Jno.  W.  Thomas  or  Roherts. 
The  rest  I  think  must  be  selected  from  the  following 
names — P.  R.  Dickinson,  Wilmington — Belo  or  Star- 
1)nck,  Salem,  O.  G.  Foard  or  Wni.  jMnrdock,  Salisbury, 
l\uf.  Tucker,  Raleigh — Berrj',  the  only  old  line  democrat 
— Thomas  the  only  Secessionist. 

Favor   me   Avith  your  remarks. 

[P.  S.] 

J.   L.  Morehead      | 

D.  A.  Davis  V  likely  to  be  selected  by  stockholders. 

C.  P.  Medenhall    I 
Salisbury. 


From  David  Heaton.^ 
'Nkw  Berxe,  at.  C,  June  23rd  1800. 
Permit  me  to  introduce  to  you  F.  A.  Fuller,  Esq.,  whose 
name   was  recently   submitted   by   the    President    to    the 
Senate,  in  connection  with  the  Collectorship  of  Customs 
at  Wilmington. 

Mr.  F.  desires  to  have  a  frank  interview  wnth  you  on 
the  subject,  and  as  he  has  been  for  years  one  of  the  truest 


'  David  Heaton  bad  been,  before  the  war,  an  Ohio  lawyer  and  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Senate.  He  had  also  been  three  times  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Minnesota  Senate.  In  1863  he  came  to  North  Carolina  as 
a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party.  In  1868  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  and  later  was  elected  to  Congress  and 
in  1870  died  in  office. 


648  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission. 

and  most  competent  men  in  the  pnblic  service  I  earnestly 
besjDeak  for  him  a  candid  hearing  on  your  part. 

The  high  "personal  character  of  Mr.  F.  and  his  admira- 
ble qualifications,  point  him  out  as  excellently  adapted  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  positions  of  much  greater  impor- 
tance, even,  than  that  to  which  he  aspires. 


To  H.  G.  Daniel. 

Kaleigh  June  25th  1866. 

Fuller  is  here  soliciting  my  recommendation.  I  de- 
clined on  the  ground  that  I  would  reconnnend  no  one  un- 
less acceptable  to  merchants  of  AYilmington.  He  said  he 
could  get  100  Wilmington  merchants  to  recommend  him. 
but  was  on  his  way  to  Washington  and  could  not  go  to 
Wilmingi;on.  His  name  was  before  the  Senate  and  was 
withdrawn  by  the  President  on  receipt  of  my  recommen- 
dation of  Savage.  If  petition  be  promptly  got  up  by 
merchants  of  your  town,  showing  Savage's  fitness  and  ac- 
ceptability and  brought  to  me,  there  is  ground  of  hope. 

Wil:mington. 


Fro7n  B.  S.  Hedricl: 

Washixgtox,,  D.  C.  June  26,  '66. 
Pardon  matters.  Dr.  Powcll  says  he  seut  the  pardons  of  John  V,  Caw^- 

thorne  of  Warren  to  Wm.  A.  Jenkins,  Esq.,  of  Warreuton. 
I  have  not  yet  seen  the  President  in  reference  to  the 
other  cases. 

Whenever  you  write  in  regard  to  pardons  please  have 
the  letter  wholly  about  that  subject,  so  that  I  can  if  op- 
portunity offers  send  the  letter  into  the  President  by  his 
Secretary.     In  that  way  I  can  sometimes  avoid  the  lie- 
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cessity  of  seeking  conversation  with  the  President,  which 
always  takes  time,  and  sometimes  much  more  time  than 
T  am  able  to  aiTord.  I  am  always  glad  to  have  your  views 
on  current  rumors  and  such  things  for  I  wish  to  keep 
well  posted.  But  always  have  these  on  a  sheet  separate 
from  matters  that  I  must  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  Departments. 

I  judge  that  Congress  or  the  Senate  will  not  be  able  to 
give  the  State  relief  by  returning  Holden  to  the  mosquito 
regions.  But  most  people  will  agree  that  the  State  would 
[not]  be  hampered  by  his  leaving.  But  the  fates  will 
have  it  that  ^.  C.  must  be  still  further  prevented  from 
rising,  and  Holden  seems  to  be  the  instrument  for  that 
purpose. 


From  John  A.  Gilmer. 

June  26th,  1866. 
I  have  thought  over  the  matter  on  which  we  talked.  I 
much  sympathize  with  you.  One  thing  is  certain  that  the 
ajipointment  of  R.  P.  Dick,  will  do  you  no  harm.  ]\Iy 
business  before  the  Court  is  all  finished.  I  got  home  this 
evening. 


To  D.  A.  Davis. 

Ealeigii^  June  27th  1866. 

I  am  sick  and  unable  to  go  to  Beaufort  as  I    had    de-  Kaiiroad  matters 
signed. 

I  learned  from  Genl.  Means  and  others  that  it  is  well 
understood  on  your  road  that  the  stockholders  will  elect 
J.  L.  Morchead,  yourself,  C.  P.  Mendenhall  and  Webb. 

Relying  confi.dently  on  your  being  in  the  board  by  the 
election  of  the  stockholders  and  being  impelled  hy  every 
proper  consideration  to  appoint  Mr.  Boyden — and  upon 
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your  suggestion,  approved  hv  uiv  own  feeling  and  judg- 
ment, I  appointed  J.  M.  CotHn  State  proxy.  It  would  not 
do  to  appoint  two  directors  and  State  proxy  from  same 
County.  We  all  Avant  you  on  the  board  and  we  contideutly 
hope  all  will  come  out  right  by  your  election. 
Salisbury. 


From  N.  G.  Daniel. 

Wednesday  Xigiit  June  27  1866. 
Korth  caroiiim  I  had  a  taik  with  W.  F.  Leak  today  and  he  says  that 

politics.  ,  "^  '     . 

he  knows  it  to  be  a  fixed  fact  that  Genl.  Dockery  will  be 
a  candidate  for  Goy.,  that  he  is  satisfied  that  his  name 
will  be  made  public  in  two  weeks,  he  has  been  appealed  to, 
to  support  him,  and  he  declined,  says  he  advises  his  party 
(States  rights)  to  stick  to  you,  not  even  to  support  a  man 
of  th(  ir  Si:]ipe  if  brought  out  that  it  would  be  impolitic 
to  do  so,  he  says  Dockery  ran  away  from  the  Convention 
to  keep  from  casting  his  vote  on  important  bills,  if  he  is 
all  that  and  will  take  the  field  against  you,  your  chances 
for  reelection  are  beyond  a  doubt,  but  I  hear  the  old  War 
party  are  anxious  to  have  a  candidate,  and  I  see  a  Com- 
munication in  the  Dispatch  yesterday  urging  the  claims 
of  Matt  Ransom,  that  paper  has  not  shaven  its  head  yet. 
and  from  what  I  knoAV  of  the  Concern,  would  not  be  sur- 
prised if  it  died  before  the  Campaign  is  over,  it's  a 
weekly  concern.  I  write  this  for  what  it  may  be  worth  to 
you  in  the  way  of  inf<u-mation.  I  hope  and  trust  you 
will  not  have  any  other  man  than   Dockery. 


To  Hufjh   McCulJoch. 

Raleigh  X.  C.  June  27  1866. 
All  the  active  business  men  in  Wilmington,  as  I  am  in- 
formed and  believe,  have  great  repugnance  to  the  a]>point- 
ment  of  a  stranger  as  Collector  of  their  port,  while  they 
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present  the  name  of  a  native  everv  way  cniinciith-  lit   for 
the  position. 

I  earnestly  reeunmiend  the  a])|)oiiitiiiciil  of  Mr.  Savage. 

Wasitingtox,  I),  C. 


To  n.  F.  Lehman. 

June  J<Sllt    ISlii;. 

The  petition  of  yourself  and  others  in  behalf  of  A.  11. 
Case  to  the  Prest.  of  the  Y .  S.  is  received. 

The  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Gcnl.  Assem- 
bly in  relation  to  freedmen  was  amended  by  the  Conven- 
tion, striking  ont  the  two  provisions  to  the  9th  sec.  and 
abolishing  the  discrimination  in  the  punishment  })rovided 
for  in  the  11  sec.  of  the  Act. 

I  learn  from  the  Sec.  of  State  that  in  the  course  of  next 
week  these  ordinances  will  be  printed  when  I  could  send 
the  Prest.  the  whole  of  our  legislation  on  the  subject  and 
make  the  sending  of  your  petition  the  occasion  for  asking 
the  Prest  to  define  the  powers  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau. 
Will  any  inconvenience  arise  to  your  client  by  such  delay  ( 

Xew  Berx, 


To  F.  A.  Fuller. 

June  28  1866. 

A  memorial  signed  by  every  conunercial  linn  of  any 
importance  in  Wilmington,  as  I  am  informed  (excepting 
one  or  two  at  the  time  absent)  has  been  submitted  to  me 
and  forwarded  to  the  Sec.  of  Treasury  with  my  favoraljle 
endorsement  recommending  Richd  Savage,  a  native  of  the 
town  belonging  to  one  of  its  old  and  valued  familes,  as  col- 
lector of  the  port.  He  is  recommended  as  eminently  com- 
petent and  every  way  a  suitable  and  acceptable  man. 
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As  requested  Ly  you  I  communicate  to  you  this  in- 
formation. Yr  friend  Shackelford  joins  in  the  petition 
for  the  appointment  of  Savage. 

Washington^  D.  C. 


To  D.  H.  Starhuck. 

Raleigh,  :N'.  C.  June  29th  1866. 
Railroad  matters.        Gcnl  Means  had  to  be  appointed  a  director  and  J.  M. 
Coffin  State  proxy,  because  of  their  fitness  and  the  fact 
that  each   had   subscribed  $10,000  towards  building  the 
road. 

Davidson  could  not  be  overlooked.  R.  B.  Roberts  on 
the  recommendation  of  our  friend  Harris  and  others  was 
nominated.  Jno.  A.  Gilmer,  who  labored  so  much  to 
give  existence  to  the  road  and  subscribed  $10,000.  was 
nominated.  It  is  argued  on  all  hands  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  director  at  the  shops,  at  the  great  center  of  the 
operation  of  the  Company,  and  Dr.  Moore  was  appointed. 

Jo.  Turner  was  appointed  because  of  his  fitness  and 
the  fact  he  wished  the  nomination.  They  had  a  strong 
claim  politically  on  all  anti-Holden  men. 

This  list  embraced  no  Democrat  or  Holden  man.  ^Yith- 
out  either  the  nomination  would  be  denounced  as  a  po- 
litical proscription.  Berry  was  ajipoiuted  as  an  old  Dem- 
ocrat and  Boydeii  as  having  leaned  to  Holden,  both  be- 
ins;  otherwise  eminentlv  tit  men. 

This  made  7  directors.  The  one  farthest  east  on  the 
line  was  at  Hillsboro.  The  name  is  not  yet  fully  agreed 
on.     It  will  probably  be  Dr.  Hogg  of  Wake. 

1  am  sure  this  brief  review  will  be  apology  enough  to 
you  for  the  omissions  to  nominate  you.^  We  all  thought 
if  you  had  been  present  you  would  have  advised  us  to 
make  the  above  nominations. 

I  am  quite  unwell  and  must  close. 
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To  Jolin.  L.  MorelieacL 

Ealeigh,  N.  C.  June  29th  ISOG. 

I  have  learned  from   Genl   Means,   C.    P.    Mendenhall  uaiin.a<i  matters, 
and  others  that  it  was  considered  a  settled  fact,  that  you, 
Davis,    Mendenhall   and   Webb,   Avould   be   elected   by  the 
stockholders. 

Relying  on  this  yonr  name,  which  was  acceptable  to 
every  member  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  was 
left  for  the  stockholders. 

Our  nominations  fully  agreed  upon,  are  Messrs.  Boy- 
den,  B.  B.  Roberts,  Jno.  A.  Gilmer,  Dr.  Moore,  Turner 
<S:  Berry,  and  for  the  Sth  name  Dr.  Hogg  or  Tucker,  prob- 
ably the  former. 

The  names  we  were  constrained  to  omit  for  various  rea- 
son are  numerous.  I  fear  several  will  feel  hurt.  I  wish 
the  stockholders  would  elect  Gov.  Graham.  Can't  you 
manage  to  have  him  elected  ? 

M}--  friends  and  enemies  have  cooperated  to  make  this 
nomination  of  R.  R.  Directors  the  most  infernal  ordeal 
through  which  I  have  ever  passed. 

Charlotte. 


To  Charles  C.   Clarh.' 

Raleigh,  ^t.  c.  June  29th  1866. 

I  am  notified  this  morning  by  the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury 
that  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  change  in  the  office  of  asses- 
sor of  Internal  Revenue,  for  the  second  district  of  N.  C. 
in  the  place  of  Jennings  Piggott. 

The  secretary  requested  me  to  send  him  the  name  of  a 
suitable  person  who  can  take  the  oath  and  the  nomina- 
tion will  be  submitted  to  the  President, 

If  you  will  suggest  a  name  which  you  deem  suitable  and 


1  Charles  C.  Clark,  of  New  Bern,  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1865 
but  was  not  seated. 
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will  recommend  accordingly.  If  you  decline,  I  can  make 
no  recommendation  of  any  citizen  of  your  district,  because 
I  know  no  competent  man  resident  of  the  district,  who  can 
'      take  the  oath. 

If  you  decline,  do  you  prefer  that  I  nominate  Jonathan 
Harris,  an  old  Quaker  of  Guilford,  rather  than  have  a 
citizen  of  one  of  the  l^orthern  States.  I  consult  you 
alone  as  the  representative  of  the  district.  On  a  full  re- 
view of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements 
I  confidently  expect  your  approval. 

Do  you  think  I  should  accept  or  decline  the  invitation 
to  be  present  at  the  4th  July  celebration  in  your  place. 


To  B.  S.  Hedricl: 

June  29  ISOG. 
I  now  have  the  most  thoroughly  satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  unquestionable  competency  and  fitness  of  Richd.  Sav- 
age as  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Wilmington.  Henry  Nutt 
brought  me  yesterday  a  memorial  signed  by  every  mer- 
cantile house  of  any  note  engaged  in  shipping  (excepting 
one  or  two  then  absent)  in  which  they  represented  him  as 
eminently  qualified — as  a  descendent  of  an  old  and  valued 
family  of  the  place — as  able  to  take  the  oath  having  been 
in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  in  San  Francisco,  in  the 
custom  house,  and  not  in  the  South,  during  the  war.  Mr. 
Fuller  has  been  here  since  the  withdrawal  of  his  name 
from  the  Senate,  strongly  desiring  my  recommendation. 
I  told  him  I  would  recommend  no  one  unacceptal)le  to  the 
merchants  of  Wilmington.  He  told  me  he  was  well  known 
in  Wilmington  and  could  get  such  recommendation.  I 
told  him  I  would  recommend  liim  if  he  could  ]")roduce 
such  recommendation  from  them.  He  replied  that  he 
was  on  his  way  to  Washington  and  could  not  go.  I  gath- 
ered that  he  had  been  notified  of  the  withdrawal  of  his 
name  and  was  on  the  way  to  Washing-ton  to  warm  \\])  his 
friends.     He  wrote,  as  you  Avill  see  by  inclosed  letter,  to 
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his  friciul  iu  Wiliiiin.i:t"ii  and  uot  a  rrbnif  t'vcii  from  \i\> 
select  friend. 

It  will  be  a  great  error  if  he  he  eoiiliriued  in  jirefci'cnce 
to  Savage. 

Yon  mav  nse  this  letter  as  you  think  proper. 

The  memorial  was  sent  to  the  See.  of  the  Treasnrv  yes- 
terday with  my  emphatic  approval. 


From   P.  IT.   ^yin■st()n,  Jr. 

KiTTKELLs  ^0  June   1S66. 

I  saw  Doct.  Hogg  last  night.  I  told  him  that  we  were  Rj,i,road  matters, 
considering  him  as  a  Director  on  the  X.  C.  Rail  Road. 
He  said  that  he  would  consider  it  a  high  honor  to  he  aj)- 
pointed  but  if  our  arrangements  would  not  permit  it  with 
convenience  he  would  not  be  disappointed.  He  told  nie 
that  if  appointed  he  would  vote  for  Turner,  that  he  pre- 
ferred Turner  to  Vance,  Webl)  or  any  <:)ther  man. 

I  hope  that  Tucker  will  oblige  us  far  enough  to  take 
the  C.  F.  and  Deep  River  plan  and  let  Doct  Hogg  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Can't  Mr.  Pell  see  Mr.  Little  and  aid  Mr.  W.  H.  Jones 
in  the  suggestions  to  which  I  referred.  I  did  not  see  W. 
Pell  on  the  subject  so  fully  as  I  desired.  Devereux  will 
be  an  extremely  popular  appointment.  I  am  in  hopes  it 
can  be  done. 

I  hope  you  will  notice  Bob  Moore  with  some  favor.  I 
spoke  to  Moore  and  told  him  that  you  often  wished  the 
benefit  of  his  counsel.  Tie  said  you  never  asked  it.  I  told 
him  you  were  always  overdone  with  people  and  business 
in  your  office  and  could  not  go  out  to  hunt  him  up. 

A  very  little  attention  to  Bob  will  make  him  a  strong 
Worth  man. 

Let  us  by  all  means  make  Wake  County  sustain  us. 

[P.  S.]  Doct  Hogg  will  consider  it  an  extra  honor  to 
be  appointed. 
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From  P.  II.  Wijisfoii,  Jr. 

KiTTKELLs  29  June  1866. 
Railroad  matters.  I  have  jiist  met  Maj.  W.  D,  Jones  of  Wake.  He  ex- 
pressed to  me  quite  a  disapointment  in  not  being  made  a 
Director  on  the  R.  &  G.  R.  R.  He  stated  that  yon  had 
broached  the  subject  to  him  and  given  him  to  understand 
that  he  would  be  appointed. 

I  have  talked  him  over  and  soothed  him  down.  I  have 
told  him  that  I  should  write  you  and  get  him  appointed  on 
the  finance  committee 

Jones  does  not  like  it.     Get  him  on  that  committee. 
If  John  Devereux  is  left  out  of  the  Directory  get  him 
on  the  Finance  Committee. 
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